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Meeting of the Environment Strategic Policy Committee

8th November 2006
Item 5
                                 Report on Anti Social Behaviour Policy
At the meeting of the Committee held on the 3rd May 2006 a report on Anti Social Behaviour Policy was circulated.   It was agreed to refer the report to the next meeting of the Committee for further discussion and consideration.  At the meeting of the Committee held on the 6th September 2006 it was noted that a report would be presented to the November meeting.
The Environment Strategic Policy Committee has an important role to play in providing input into policies dealing with anti-social behaviour, in relation to environmental issues.
Role of Environmental Services Department
The role of the Environmental Services Department in endeavouring to put those policies into operation, is focussed on Environmental Awareness, Education and Enforcement. This is done on a county wide basis.

Awareness and Education

The Environmental Services Department promotes awareness and education on environmental issues such as littering, graffiti etc. through the Green Schools Programme, the Beautiful South Dublin County annual competition, Pride of Place promotion, Eco Week, National Spring Clean promotion, Workshops on composting and waste management.  
In addition to their enforcement work the Council’s six Litter Wardens also provide practical support to assist local communities in keeping their areas free from litter and graffiti. 

A special graffiti crew has been employed by the Council on a pilot basis to counter the problem of graffiti in various locations throughout the County.
Enforcement

The Environmental Services Department is charged with the enforcement of the various statutory codes which have been enacted both at Government and EU level to ensure that we all can live in a clean and health environment.  These codes cover the following main areas;

· Waste Management

· Litter Control

· Drainage and Water Supply

· Air and Water Pollution

· Control of Horses and Dogs

It is also important that residents and householders recognise that it is up to all of us to challenge the anti social behaviour which is dumping and littering.

A number of Council Departments, whose activities come within the remit of other Strategic Policy Committees, play important roles in efforts to minimise anti-social behaviour viz;

Housing: An Anti-Social Behaviour Policy was adopted by the Housing Strategic Policy Committee and was approved by the Council in January 2005.  The policy  was developed to created and sustain a safe and peaceful living environment for the tenants of South Dublin County Council.  The Housing Departments Estate Management Unit also covers a wide brief of good estate management policy which contributes to a better living environment for tenants.
Community :
Through the Community Grants Scheme operated by the Community Services Department, the Council provides incentives through grant aid for residents groups to enhance their local environment and to promote Arts and Cultural events locally. Such grant aid contributes to the creation of a positive image of and pride in local areas.

The Community Department develops and assists with management support, a number of Community Centres throughout the County.  These Centres provide a focal point for many activities including youth activities.

Two new ‘state of the art’ swimming pools are at an advanced stage of development at Tallaght and Clondalkin.

Parks :The Parks Department provides and maintains in the region of 150 playing pitches which are used by thousands of young people on a weekly basis.  It also assists local clubs in the development of dressing room facilities.  A ‘pay as you play’ public golf course has also been developed at Grange Castle. Clondalkin.
Roads:The Roads Department has provided traffic management systems throughout the County.  These are designed to minimise the speed of traffic through local areas which contributes to road safety in these areas.
Multi Agency approach

The problem of anti-social behaviour is also a multi agency responsibility involving Government Departments, the Gardai, the County Council, the Vocational Educational Committee, Drugs Task Force Committees etc.
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