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MEETING OF SOUTH DUBLIN COUNTY COUNCIL

Monday, 13th November 2006
Question No.18
Question:  Councillor Eamonn Tuffy 
To ask the Manager for report on the Council's intentions in regard to the appointment of a County Play Officer and if he will make a statement on the matter?
Reply:
Ready Steady Play! A National Play Policy’ was published by the National Children’s Office in March 2004. The principal aim of the National Play Policy is to improve the quality of children’s lives through the provision of play opportunities.  Key objectives for local authorities include:

· Maximise the range of play opportunities.

· Improve the quality & safety of playgrounds.

· Ensure all new & refurbished facilities are accessible to all.

· Prepare a Local Play Policy in consultation with children & other stakeholders.

· Designate an officer to implement a County Play Plan prepared by the County Development Board.

· Promote the use of creative landscaping

· Pursue the policy objectives & standards set out in ‘A Parks Policy for Local Authorities’ (1987) (to be reviewed by DOEHLG).

· Consult insurance companies on playground provision.

· Ensure conformity with relevant standards for play equipment, surfacing & inspection in accordance with the terms of the insurance.

· Explore funding opportunities under Planning & Development Act 2000 to fund capital cost of play areas.

· Examine opportunities for private provision
· Establish a pilot scheme of ‘Home Zones’ where the living environment predominates over traffic.

Central to the National Play Policy for Local Authorities was also:

· The designation of an officer responsible for the promotion of and development of play & recreation activity is considered important in the implementation of the County Play Plan. 

Aims of the Council’s recently adopted ( July ’06 ) Play  Policy are:

· To promote the importance of play for children.

· To recognise and actively support all children having the right to play (as stated in the 1989 United Nations Convention on the Rights of the Child).


·  To enable all children in local communities across South Dublin access to good quality play opportunities.


·  To provide a framework by which play provision for children in the County 
 can be developed and expanded.

Action no 11 of the Council’s Play Policy is to “investigate the possibility of appointing Play Development Officers to promote play and play facilities within the County” and Action no 12 is to “Seek the Appointment of a Designated Play Officer”.

Having regard to the current restrictions on the creation of posts in line with the National Staff embargo the Council is investigating a number of other possibilities including the designation of a member of staff as Play Officer.

The Council will be kept updated on this matter.

