COMHAIRLE CHONTAE ATHA CLIATH THEAS

SOUTH  DUBLIN  COUNTY  COUNCIL

	Minutes of South Dublin County Council Meeting held on 9th October 2006


	PRESENT


	Councillors
	Councillors

	Ardagh, M.
	Lahart, J.

	Corr, M.
	Laing, S.

	Cullen, G.
	Maloney, E.

	Daly, J.
	McDermott, T.

	Daly, M.
	Murphy, M.

	Dowds, R.
	Neville, J.

	Gilligan, T.
	O’Conchúir, S.

	Gogarty, B.
	O’Connell, G.

	Hannon, J
	Ridge, T.

	Jones, C.
	Tuffy, E.

	Keane, C.
	Walsh, E.

	Keating, D.
	Warren, K.

	King, C.
	White, A.

	
	


OFFICIALS PRESENT

	County Manager
	J. Horan

	Directors / Heads of Function
	T. Doherty, P. Smith, P. Poole, 
B. Hickey, J. Walsh, M. Pyne, 
C. Henehan

	County Architect 
	B. Brennan

	Senior Parks Superintendent
	C. Boylan

	Senior Planners
	P. Hogan, M. Kenny, C. Ryan

	Senior Executive Officers
	B. Coman, P. Murphy, F. Nevin

	Senior Executive Planner
	D. Larkin

	Executive Planner
	K. Kenny

	Administrative Officers
	J. Browne, T. Shanahan

	A/Administrative Officer
	U. Donnellan

	A/Senior Staff Officer
	T. Fallon

	A/ Staff Officer
	C. Shanahan

	IT Support
	G. McManus


The Mayor, Councillor E. Maloney presided. 
PRESENTATION  BY  DUBLIN  BUS
At Council Meeting held on 19th September 2006 the following motion was passed:
“That the Manager would report on the now horrendous traffic congestion in the Lucan area and ask Dublin Bus Senior Management to agree to attend a 3.00 p.m. pre-meeting of the October Council Meeting to report on plans to provide enhanced bus schedules to help with this problem.”

The meeting convened at 3:00 p.m.  Mr. Martin Duggan, Area Manager, Dublin Bus was in attendance to brief Members on Dublin Bus’s proposals for development and upgrading bus services in the Lucan area.
A discussion followed with contributions from Councillor D. Keating, E. Tuffy, T. Gilligan, T. Ridge, G. O’Connell and R. Dowds.
Mr. Duggan responded to the Members queries.

(C/0545/06)  CONFIRMATION AND RE-AFFIRMATION OF MINUTES

a) a) Minutes of Meeting of South Dublin County Council, 11th September 2006 were submitted and APPROVED as a true record and signed.
b) b) Minutes of Meeting of Adjourned County Council, 19th September 2006 were submitted and APPROVED as a true record and signed.
It was proposed by the Mayor and AGREED that Headed Item No. 9 – “Vacancy on South Dublin County Council” would be taken at this point.
(C/0546/06)
VACANCY ON SOUTH DUBLIN COUNTY COUNCIL
Mr. B. Hickey, Head of Corporate Services presented the report.

“Section 19 of the Local Government Act 2001 provides that a casual vacancy shall be filled by the co-option by the local authority of a person to fill the vacancy, subject to such person being nominated by the same registered political party who nominated for election or co-option the member who caused the casual vacancy, and that such co-option shall be made at the next meeting of the local authority after the expiration of 14 days from the occurrence of the vacancy or as soon after the expiration of the 14 days as circumstances permit.

Mr. Billy Gogarty has been duly nominated by the Green Party, being the registered political party who nominated Cllr. Fintan McCarthy for election. 

In accordance with Section 19(5) Mr. Gogarty’s written consent to his proposed co-option has been received.

Members are required to ratify the co-option of Mr. Billy Gogarty at today’s meeting.”

It was proposed by Councillor E. Tuffy, seconded by Councillor A. White and AGREED:

“That Mr. Billy Gogarty, be co-opted to to fill the vacancy on South Dublin County Council.” 

Cllr. Gogarty was welcomed by the Mayor and invited to take his position in the Chamber.  

A discussion followed with contributions from Councillors, T. McDermott, A. White, T. Ridge, M. Daly, D. Keating, G. O’Connell, T. Gilligan, E. Tuffy, R. Dowds and C. Keane, extending welcome and good wishes to Cllr. Gogarty on behalf of the political parties.
Mr. J. Horan extended congratulations and good wishes to Cllr. Gogarty on his own behalf and on behalf of the staff.
Cllr. Gogarty responded and thanked the Mayor, Members and Manager for their good wishes.”

The Manager’s report was NOTED
(C/0547/06)  TERENURE/RATHFARNHAM AREA COMMITTEE (1) - 5TH SEPTEMBER 2006. DEALING WITH ROADS, PLANNING (DEALT WITH AT SEPT. MEETING), DEVELOPMENT AND CORPORATE SERVICES.  
It was NOTED that there was no report under this heading.

(C/0548/06)
TERENURE/RATHFARNHAM AREA COMMITTEE (2) - 5TH SEPTEMBER 2006 DEALING WITH COMMUNITY , PARKS, ENVIRONMENT AND HOUSING.
Community Business 
The report by the Manager, which had been circulated, was CONSIDERED:
“Application for Grants 

Application for grants under the Council’s Community Grants Scheme have been received from the organisations listed below. Payment of these grants to these organisations, in accordance with the conditions of the Scheme, in the amounts set out hereunder, is recommended for approval:-

	Ref:
	Group

	Type of Application


	Date of Application
	Amount



	GF 1430
	Knocklyon Community Centre,
	Upgrading of Existing Community Centre
	12/05/06
	€8,000

	GF 1452
	Cherryfield Residents Association
	Community Activity
	28/06/06
	€500


A Contribution is being made to the following group:

	Group

	Type of Application


	Amount



	Scoil Mhuire Ballyboden,
	Contribution
	€300


Application for Grants (Arts Act 2003)

Application for a grant under the Council’s Arts Grants Scheme has been received from the organisation listed below. Payment of this grant to this organisation, in accordance with the conditions of the Scheme, in the amount set out hereunder, is recommended for approval:-

	Ref:
	Group

	Type of Application


	Date of Application
	Amount



	AGF 548
	Knocklyon Art Group,

Hillside, Old Knocklyon Road, Dublin 16
	Arts Grant towards Annual Exhibition
	9/8/06
	€1000

	AGF 546
	Templeogue Orchestral Performance Summer School
	Arts Grant towards inaugural event
	20/6/06
	€2000

	AGF 520
	Bloomfield Care Centre, 

Stocking Lane, Rathfarnham

Dublin 16
	Arts Grant towards visual art programme
	14/6/06
	€500



	AGF 542
	St. Peter’s Junior National School, Greenhills, Dublin 12
	Arts Grant towards a Music, Arts and Dance Day
	1/6/06
	€400

	AGF 540
	Cumann na bhFiann, Whitechurch
	Arts Grant towards Dance Workshops in the Rupert Guinness Theatre
	17/5/06
	€400


It was proposed by Councillor T. McDermott and seconded by Councillor M. Ardagh and RESOLVED:

“That this Committee recommends that South Dublin County Council APPROVE payment of the above grants and contribution as recommended in the foregoing report.”

It was proposed by Councillor E. Maloney, seconded by Councillor A. White and RESOLVED:
“That the recommendations contained in the report of the South Dublin County Council Terenure/Rathfarnham Area Committee (2) 5th September 2006 – Community Department be ADOPTED and APPROVED.”
(C/0549/06)
TALLAGHT AREA COMMITTEE (1) - 18TH SEPTEMBER 2006
DEALING WITH ENVIRONMENT, PARKS, COMMUNITY AND HOUSING.
Community Business 
The report by the Manager, which had been circulated, was CONSIDERED:

Application for Grants

Applications for grants under the Council’s Community Grants Scheme have been received from the organisations listed below.  Payment of these grants, in accordance with the conditions of the scheme, in the amounts set out hereunder, is recommended for approval.

	Ref:
	Group

	Type of Application


	Date of Application
	Amount



	GF 1475
	South Dublin County Tourism Ltd.,


	Major Community Activity held in South Dublin County or outside South Dublin County
	10/08/06
	€5,000

	GF 1450
	Tymon Bawn Residents Association


	Seed Management/ Employment Grant for New Centre Managed Projects
	22/06/06
	€6,000

	GF 1451
	Tymon Bawn Residents Association


	Major Equipment Grant
	22/06/06
	€3,000

	GF 1444
	Firhouse & Bohernabreena Parish Network


	Start Up Costs for Community Groups
	12/06/06
	€1,000

	GF 1435
	Old Bawn Community Games


	Start Up Costs for Community Groups
	30/05/06
	€600

	GF 1463
	Kilnamanagh Family Recreation Centre
	Seed Management / Employment Grant for New Centre Managed Projects
	21/07/06
	€6,000

	GF 1476
	Teen Line Ireland
	Need & Feasibility Study for New or Existing Centres
	18/08/06
	€2,000

	GF 1441
	STAY Project
	Community Activity Grant Including Sport Activity
	06/06/06
	€300

	GF 1479
	Keep Balrothery Beautiful
	Equipment Grant
	30/08/06
	€700

	GF 1458
	Radharc Na Habhann
	Start Up Costs for Costs for Community Groups
	04/07/06
	€400

	GF 1485
	SWAN
	Equipment Grant
	06/09/06
	€800

	GF 1483
	Jobstown Community Centre
	Extension to existing Multipurpose Community Centre
	04/09/06
	€50,000

	GF 1482
	Russell Square Residents Association
	Start Up Costs for Community Groups
	04/09/06
	€800

	GF 1484
	Jobstown Senior Citizens Active Retirement Group
	Equipment Grant
	05/09/06
	€2,500

	GF 1465
	Tallaght Travellers Youth Service
	Local Research Grant
	31/07/06
	€1,500

	GF 1467
	Belgard Heights Community & Residents Association
	Environmental Improvements Grant
	02/08/06
	€1,500

	GF 1480
	Sacred Heart Boxing Club
	Equipment Grant
	31/08/06
	€3,000

	GF 1424
	Croi Ro Naofa GAA Club
	Community Activity Grant
	09/05/06
	€500

	GF 1468
	Jobstown Community Games
	Start Up Grant
	02/08/06
	€600

	GF 1469
	Jobstown Community Games
	Community Activity Including Sport Activity
	02/08/06
	€500


Contributions are being made to the following groups:

	Group

	Type of Application


	Date of Application
	Amount



	Lughnasa Handball Club


	Contribution
	24/07/06
	€2,000


Application for Grants (Arts Act 2003)

Application for a grant under the Council’s Arts Grants Scheme has been received from the organisation listed below.  Payment of this grant, in accordance with the conditions of the scheme, in the amount set out hereunder, is recommended for approval.

	Ref:
	Group

	Type of Application


	Date of Application
	Amount

€

	AGF 544
	Ballet Ireland, 

Civic Theatre, Tallaght
	Arts Grant towards a summertime programme
	15/6/06
	€2000

	AGF 547
	Tallaght Probation Service,
	Arts Grant towards a graduate show exhibition in County Hall
	18/7/06
	€900

	AGF 549
	South Dublin County Tourism
	Arts Grant towards Hallowfest
	10/09/06
	€2,500


It was proposed by Councillor K. Warren, seconded by Councillor M. Corr and RESOLVED:-

“That this Committee recommends that South Dublin County Council approve payment of the above grants as recommended in the foregoing report”

It was proposed by Councillor E. Maloney, seconded by Councillor M. Daly and RESOLVED:
“That the recommendations contained in the report of the South Dublin County Council Tallaght Area Committee (1) 18th September 2006 – Community Department be ADOPTED and APPROVED.”
(C/0550/06)
TALLAGHT AREA COMMITTEE (2) - 25TH SEPTEMBER 2006
DEALING WITH ROADS, PLANNING, DEVELOPMENT AND CORPORATE SERVICES. 
It was NOTED that there was no report under this heading.
(C/0551/06)
LUCAN /CLONDALKIN AREA COMMITTEE (1) - 20TH SEPTEMBER 2006  DEALING WITH DEVELOPMENT, PLANNING,( CORPORATE SERVICES AND ROADS  
Planning Business 
The report by the Manager, which had been circulated, was CONSIDERED:
“The issue of South Dublin County Council utilising CPO powers to acquire sites for schools has been discussed on a number of occasions at the Lucan Clondalkin Area Committee. Following a discussion at the February 2006 Area Committee meeting the Area Committee members requested that a full report in this regard be given to the March meeting of the Council as “a report requested by the Area Committee”.

At the September meeting of the Area Committee the below Motion was passed for consideration by full Council. It should be noted that in verbal contacts this week the Department of Education have indicated that they have no plans for site acquisition at the location referred to in the Motion.

Motion:

“That the Council initiate procedures under Section 212 of the Planning and Development Act, 2000 to compulsorily acquire a site at the lands at St. Edmondsbury, Lucan for the purpose of the provision of a primary school.”

Report:

As indicated in previous reports and replies the primary responsibility for the provision of schools is a matter for the Department of Education & Science.  However, South Dublin County Council have and will facilitate the Department in this regard where possible.

In addition, it is clear that the determination of the existing and future need in respect of schools is a matter for the Department of Education and Science.  School requirements have been met on Council sites and developments where available and requested by the Department.  It should be noted that no such request has been received from the Department in respect of St. Edmondsbury and the Department has advised that where sites are required for schools it is their objective to acquire these by agreement in the first instance.

Following a contribution from Councillors E. Tuffy, D. Keating, G. O’ Connell, and R. Dowds, Mr. F. Nevin, Senior Executive Officer, responded to the queries raised. Following a vote, the motion was PASSED.”
A discussion took place on this item with contributions from Councillors E. Tuffy, G. O’Connell, T. Dowds, D. Keating and C. Keane.

Mr. J. Walsh, Director of Economic Development responded to the Members queries and undertook to report back to a future meeting of the Lucan/Clondalkin Area Committee.
It was proposed by Councillor E. Maloney, seconded by Councillor R. Dowds and RESOLVED:
“That the recommendations contained in the report of the South Dublin County Council Lucan/Clondalkin Area Committee (1) 20th September 2006 – Planning Department is ADOPTED and APPROVED.”
(C/0552/06)
LUCAN/CLONDALKIN AREA COMMITTEE (2) - 26TH SEPTEMBER  2006
DEALING WITH ENVIRONMENT, PARKS, COMMUNITY (1 REPORT – GRANTS) AND HOUSING.

Community Business 

The report by the Manager, which had been circulated, was CONSIDERED:

“Application for Grants

Applications for grants under the Council’s Community Grants Scheme have been received from the organisations listed below. Payment of the following grants to these organisations, in accordance with the conditions of the scheme, in the amounts set out hereunder, is recommended for approval:-

	Ref:
	Group

	Type of Application


	Date of Application
	Amount



	GF 1447
	Whitethorn Residents Association Centre Committee
	Community Activity Grant Including Sport Activity
	19/06/06
	€500

	GF 1387
	St. Finian’s GAA Club
	Major Equipment Grant
	14/02/06
	€3,000

	GF 1454
	Earlsfort Residents Association Centre Committee
	Extension to Single Interest Facilities
	03/07/06
	€25,000

	GF 1460
	Earlsfort Residents Association
	Community Activity Grant Including Sport Activity
	21/07/06
	€500

	GF 1459
	Boot Road Celtic Football Club
	Running Costs Grant for Community Groups
	10/07/06
	€200

	GF 1455
	Lucan Sarsfield GAA Club
	Equipment Grant
	03/07/06
	€3,000

	GF 1446
	Defibrillator Appeal
	Equipment Grant
	19/06/06
	€2,000

	
	
	
	
	


Contribution is being made to the following group:-

	Group
	Type of Application
	Date of Application
	Amount

	Jerry Lawless Bursary Fund- Leanne Lowry
	Contribution
	31/08/06
	€1,000


It was proposed by Councillor Robert Dowds, seconded by Councillor Derek Keating and RESOLVED:-

“That this Committee recommends that South Dublin County Council approve payment of the above grants as recommended in the foregoing report”.

A discussion took place with a contribution from Councillor T. Gilligan.
It was proposed by Councillor E. Maloney , seconded by Councillor T. Ridge and RESOLVED:
“That the recommendations contained in the report of the South Dublin County Council Lucan/Clondalkin Area Committee (2) 26th September 2006 – Community Department be ADOPTED and APPROVED.”
(C/0553/06) 
STANDING COMMITTEES - ORGANISATION, PROCEDURE  AND FINANCE COMMITTEE
The following reports by the Manager, which had been circulated, were CONSIDERED:

a) Draft Calendar of Meeting Dates

The following Calendar was presented to the Members at the Organisation, Procedure and Finance Committee Meeting held on 21st September.  

30th October – 29th December 2006

	DATE
	MEETING/FUNCTION
	STARTING TIME
	CLOSING DATE FOR RECEIPT OF BUSINESS

	Mon. 30th Oct.
	Bank Holiday
	
	

	Tues. 31st Oct.
	
	
	

	Wed. 1st Nov.
	
	
	

	Thurs. 2nd Nov.
	
	
	

	Fri. 3rd Nov.
	
	 
	


	DATE
	MEETING/FUNCTION
	STARTING TIME
	CLOSING DATE FOR RECEIPT OF BUSINESS

	Mon 6th Nov.

	
	
	

	Tues. 7th Nov.
	Terenure/Rathfarnham Area Committee (1)

Roads, Planning, Development & Corporate Services
	3.30 p.m. – 5.30 p.m.
	24/10/06

Business to SEO Roads & Traffic Department

*(For planning files see below)


	Wed. 8th Nov.
	Environment Strategic Policy Committee
	5.30 p.m. – 7.00 p.m.
	06/10/06

Business to Director of Environmental Services

	Thurs. 9th Nov.
	Transport Strategic Policy Committee

(Originally scheduled for 16th November)


	5.30 p.m. – 7.00 p.m.
	07/10/06

Business to Director of Transport

	Fri. 10th Nov.
	
	
	


*Planning file requests to be received by 1/11/06

	DATE
	MEETING/FUNCTION
	STARTING TIME
	CLOSING DATE FOR RECEIPT OF BUSINESS

	Mon. 13th Nov.
	Corporate Policy Group

County Council Meeting
	12.30 p.m.–2.00 p.m.

3.30 p.m. – 6.30 p.m.
	31/10/06

Business to SEO Corporate Services

	Tues. 14th Nov.


	Terenure/Rathfarnham Area Committee (2)

Community, Parks, Environment & Housing
	3.30p.m. – 5.30 p.m.
	1/11/06

Business to SEO Roads & Traffic Department

	Wed. 15th Nov.
	Sports, Recreation, Community Development Strategic Policy Committee
	5.30 p.m. – 7.00 p.m.
	13/10/06

Business to Director of Community Services

	Thurs. 16th Nov.
	Housing and Social Development Strategic Policy Committee

(Originally scheduled for 9th November)


	5.30 p.m. – 7.00 p.m.
	14/10/06

Business to Director of Housing

	Fri. 17th Nov.
	
	
	


	DATE
	MEETING/FUNCTION
	STARTING TIME
	CLOSING DATE FOR RECEIPT OF BUSINESS

	Mon. 20th Nov.
	Tallaght Area Committee (1)

Environment, Parks, Community & Housing
	3.30 p.m. –5.30 p.m.
	7/11/06

Business to SEO Housing Department

	Tues. 21st Nov. 
	
	
	

	Wed. 22nd Nov.
	Lucan/Clondalkin Area Committee (1)

Development, Planning, Corporate Services & Roads

Economic Development (including Planning and Development) Strategic Policy Committee
	3.30 p.m. – 5.30 p.m.

6.00 p.m. – 7.30 p.m.
	09/11/06

Business to SEO Planning Department

*(For planning files see below)
20/10/06

Business to Director of Planning and Development

	Thurs. 23rd Nov.
	Traffic Management Meeting

Organisation, Procedure and Finance Committee (in committee)
	1.15 p.m. – 3.30 p.m.

3.30 p.m. – 6.00 p.m.
	10/11/06

Business to SEO Corporate Services

	Fri. 24th Nov.
	
	
	


*Planning file requests to be received by 16/11/06
	DATE
	MEETING/FUNCTION
	STARTING TIME
	CLOSING DATE FOR RECEIPT OF BUSINESS

	Mon. 27th Nov.
	Site Meeting in Ballinascorney

Tallaght Area Committee (2)

Roads, Planning, Development & Corporate Services


	2.00 p.m.

3.30 p.m. –5.30 p.m.
	14/11/06

Business to SEO Housing Department

*(For planning files see below)

	Tues. 28th Nov.
	Lucan/Clondalkin Area Committee (2)

Environment, Parks, Community & Housing
	3.30 p.m. – 5.30 p.m.
	15/11/06

Business to SEO Planning Department

	Wed. 29th Nov.
	Deputations
	2.00 p.m. – 6.00 p.m.
	

	Thurs. 30th Nov.
	Annual Budget Meeting
	3.30 p.m. – 9.00 p.m.
	

	Fri. 1st Dec.
	
	
	


*Planning file requests to be received by 21/11/06
	DATE
	MEETING/FUNCTION
	STARTING TIME
	CLOSING DATE FOR RECEIPT OF BUSINESS

	Mon. 4th Dec.
	Tallaght Area Committee (1)

Environment, Parks, Community & Housing
	3.30 p.m. –5.30 p.m.
	21/11/06

Business to SEO Housing Department

	Tues. 5th Dec.
	Terenure/Rathfarnham Area Committee (1)

Roads, Planning, Development & Corporate Services
	3.30 p.m. – 5.30 p.m.
	22/11/06

Business to SEO Roads & Traffic Department

*(For planning files see below)


	Wed. 6th Dec.
	Lucan/Clondalkin Area Committee (1)

Development, Planning, Corporate Services & Roads
	3.30 p.m. – 5.30 p.m.
	23/11/06

Business to SEO Planning Department

**(For planning files see below)

	Thurs. 7th Dec.
	Adjourned Annual Budget Meeting
	3.30 p.m. – 6.30 p.m.
	

	Fri. 8th Dec.
	
	
	


*Planning file requests to be received by 29/11/06

** Planning file requests to be received by 30/11/06

	DATE
	MEETING/FUNCTION
	STARTING TIME
	CLOSING DATE FOR RECEIPT OF BUSINESS

	Mon. 11th Dec.
	Corporate Policy Group

County Council Meeting
	12.30 p.m.–2.00 p.m.

3.30 p.m. – 6.30 p.m.
	28/11/06

Business to SEO Corporate Services

	Tues. 12th Dec.
	Terenure/Rathfarnham Area Committee (2)

Community, Parks, Environment & Housing
	3.30p.m. – 5.30 p.m.
	29/11/06

Business to SEO Roads & Traffic Department

	Wed.  13th Dec.
	
	
	

	Thurs. 14th Dec.
	Arts, Culture, Gaeilge, Education & Libraries Strategic Policy Committee
	5.30 p.m. – 7.00 p.m.
	14/11/06

Business to Director of Community Services.

	Fri. 15th Dec.
	
	
	


	DATE
	MEETING/FUNCTION
	STARTING TIME
	CLOSING DATE FOR RECEIPT OF BUSINESS

	Mon. 18th Dec.
	Tallaght Area Committee (2)

Roads, Planning, Development & Corporate Services


	3.30 p.m. –5.30 p.m.
	05/12/06

Business to SEO Housing Department

*(For planning files see below)

	Tues. 19th Dec.
	Lucan/Clondalkin Area Committee (2)

Environment, Parks, Community & Housing
	3.30 p.m. – 5.30 p.m.
	6/12/06

Business to SEO Planning Department

	Wed.  20th Dec.
	
	
	

	Thurs. 21st Dec.
	
	
	

	Fri. 22nd Dec.
	
	
	


*Planning file requests to be received by 12/12/06 

	DATE
	MEETING/FUNCTION
	STARTING TIME
	CLOSING DATE FOR RECEIPT OF BUSINESS

	Mon. 25th Dec.
	Bank Holiday
	
	

	Tues. 26th Dec.
	Bank Holiday
	
	

	Wed. 27th Dec.
	
	
	

	Thurs. 28th Dec.
	
	
	

	Fri. 29th Dec.
	
	
	


A request has been received to hold a site meeting regarding HGVs and traffic issues in the Ballinascorney area.  A suggested date for this meeting is 27th November 2006 at 2.00 p.m. in Ballinascorney prior to the Tallaght Area Committee scheduled for that date.  The above calendar reflects this request.”

Mr. G. Keogh, Senior Executive Officer informed the Members of a function for the Dublin Ladies Camogie Team to take place on the 13th November 2006 at 7.00 p.m. following the Council Meeting.  

Mr. Keogh pointed out to the Members that the Lucan/Clondalkin Area Committee (2) was scheduled to  take place on Wednesday 22nd November to avoid clashing with the HSE Meeting on 21st November. He referred to correspondence received from the HSE in which they say they are finding it difficult to set a date to suit all.

A discussion took place with contributions from Councillors A. White, T. Gilligan, S. O’Connor, J. Neville, T. Gilligan, G. O’Connell, E. Maloney, C. Keane and T. Ridge regarding the timing of the HSE meetings.  

It was AGREED that the Calendar be approved as set out above.”

In the meantime it has come to our attention that the Chamber of Commerce Awards are scheduled for the same date as the Housing and Social Strategic Policy Committee on 9th November.  The date for this meeting has now been changed to 16th November.  The Transport Strategic Policy Committee already scheduled for 16th November will now take place on 9th November.  This has been agreed with the relevant Directors and Chairs.

The Calendar is now before the Council for approval.”
The Calendar was APPROVED.


(b) Report On Joint Inter Authority Area Committee Meetings On Fringe Issues
The following report was presented to the Members at the Organisation, Procedure and Finance Committee Meeting held on 21st September 2006.

a) Purpose

To provide a forum at which issues affecting communities straddling or abutting the 4 Dublin Local Authority boundaries may be discussed.

b) Nature of Meetings

The meetings will be informal and will facilitate the exchange of information and views. 

· No votes will be taken.

· Members of the public or press will not be in attendance.  

c) Pairing.

Each joint committee will consist of the members of the Area Committees

with a common border as follows: 

a) 
Dublin City Council  (DC) & Fingal County Council  (F) Area Committee Pairs

· Joint Committee 1.
North West (DC)


Castleknock Mulhuddart (F)

Central (DC)



Swords (F)

· Joint Committee 2.
North Central (DC)
Malahide Howth (F)

b) 
Fingal County Council  (F) & South Dublin County Council (SD) Area Committee Pairs

· Joint Committee 3
Castleknock  Mulhuddart(F)

Lucan (SD)

c) 
Dublin City Council  (DC) & South Dublin County Council  (SD) Area Committee Pairs 

· Joint Committee 4
South Central (DC)


Clondalkin  (SD)

South East (DC)

          

 Lucan (SD)  






Tallaght Central (SD)







Terenure-Rathfarnham (SD) 





    


d) South Dublin County Council  (SD) & Dunlaoghaire-Rathdown County Council (DR) Area Committee Pairs.

· Joint Committee 5
Terenure –Rathfarnham (SD) 
Dundrum (DR)

Tallaght South (SD)

e) Dublin City Council  (DC) & Dunlaoghaire – Rathdown County Council (DR) Area Committee Pairs

· Joint Committee 6




South East (DC)

Dundrum (DR)

· Joint Committee 7 


South East (DC)


Dunlaoghaire (DR)

f) Location of meetings

The meetings will alternate between the offices of the paired Area Committees.

g) Timings

Joint meetings will be held twice a year. The joint Chairpersons will decide dates and times of meetings.




Meetings will be two hours in duration.

h) Joint Chairpersons




The Chairperson of the convening Area Committee will chair the meeting.

In his/her absence the Vice Chairperson of the convening Committee will chair the meeting.

i) Meeting Servicing



The staff of the convening Committees authority will service each meeting.  



Senior Staff from the relevant authority will attend as required by the



content of the meeting agenda. 

j) Topic Grouping

The joint chairs in consultation with their respective senior staffs will set agenda.

k) Agenda Items

Questions may be submitted in writing 10 working days before each meeting.  Written replies will issue at the meeting.  Replies will not be discussed at the meeting.”
The Report was NOTED.

(c)
Filling of Vacancies on the Vocational Education Committee and County Enterprise Board. 
i) Vocational Education Committee

It was proposed by Councillor K. Warren, seconded by Councillor E. Tuffy:

“That Councillor T. Ridge be nominated to fill the vacancy on the Vocational Education Committee following the resignation of Councillor K. Warren.”

It was proposed by Councillor J. Lahart, seconded by Councillor G. Cullen:

“That Councillor C. Keane be nominated to fill the vacancy on the Vocational Education Committee following the resignation of Councillor K. Warren.”

As there were 2 nominations it was AGREED to vote by show of hands.  The result was as follows:

FOR Councillor T. Ridge: 9 (NINE) 

FOR Councillor C. Keane: 6 (SIX)

2 Abstentions

As the votes for Councillor T. Ridge exceeded those of Councillor C. Keane, it was AGREED that Councillor T. Ridge would fill the vacancy.

ii) County Enterprise Board

It was proposed by Councillor E. Tuffy, seconded by Councillor A. White and AGREED:

“That Councillor G. O’Connell be nominated to fill the vacancy on the County Enterprise Board following the resignation of Councillor K. Warren.”

The nominations listed above are now before the Council for Approval.

d) Report on Annual Allowance for Mayor and Deputy Mayor

The following is a report of from the Organisation, Procedure and Finance Committee Meeting on 21st September 2006:

“Further to the report to the March Meeting of this Committee, it is proposed that the annual allowance for the Mayor and Deputy Mayor be increased in line with the general cost of living increases awarded to administrative staff of the Council with effect from 1st January 2006.

The latest increase due therefore, is 2.5% as and from 1st June 2006 under the “Sustaining Progress” agreement.  

The approval of the Council is required to give effect to these increases.”

A discussion followed with contributions from Councillors T. Ridge and C. Keane.

It was proposed by Councillor E. Maloney, seconded by Councillor A. White and AGREED:

“That the annual allowance for the Mayor and Deputy Mayor be increased in line with the Social Partnership Agreement increases awarded to local government staff with effect from 1st January 2006.”

The proposal is now before the Council for approval.”
It was proposed by Councillor E. Maloney, seconded by Councillor A. White and RESOLVED:

“That the recommendations contained in the reports of the Organisation, Procedure and Finance Committee Meeting 21st September 2006 be ADOPTED and APPROVED.”

(C/0554/06)  ENVIRONMENT STRATEGIC POLICY COMMITTEE, 6TH SEPTEMBER 2006 - (I) MINUTES OF MEETING HELD ON 3RD MAY 2006
The following report by the Manager, which had been circulated, was CONSIDERED:

“Minutes of Environment SPC Meeting held on 3rd May 2006.

Present:-

Elected Members:
Cllr. S. Laing




Cllr. M. Corr




Cllr. E. Maloney




Cllr. G. O’Connell




Cllr. K. Warren

Sectoral Interests:
Ms C. Kiernan




Mr B. Buckley

Council Officials:
Ms M Pyne, Director of Services.




Mr D. Finch, Senior Engineer




Mr M. Coleman, Senior Executive Officer




Ms M. Ni Dhomhnaill, Environmental Awareness Officer




Mr P. Fleming, Administrative Officer




Ms B. Cox, Assistant Staff Officer

Apologies:

Cllr. T. McDermott

Professor Val Rice

In the absence of An Cathaoirleach Councillor T. McDermott Councillor S. Laing presided.

ENV/SPC/09/06
Adoption of Minutes

The minutes of the meeting of 1st February 2006 were proposed by Cllr. S. Laing, seconded by Cllr. M. Corr and ADOPTED.

ENV/SPC/10/06
Report on Bring Bank Working Group

The following report was circulated to the meeting.  

“The working group has met on three occasions and are currently finalising their report for the September meeting of the Strategic Policy Committee.  The report will outline the implementation required to achieve the objectives of the group which are:

-
Increasing the number of locations of bring banks.

-
Increasing the usage of bring banks thus increasing recycling.

-
Reducing the misuse of bring banks i.e. dumping, littering and antisocial behaviour


by making recommendation in the following areas

1.
Developing procedures for the siting and maintenance of bring banks.

2. Preparing guidelines in conjunction the Planning Department regarding the provision of local community recycling facilities at planning stage.

3. Recommending the inclusion of bring bank facilities in all publicly funded buildings e.g. Community Centres, Sports facilities.

4. Developing a pilot programme to trial the use of new initiatives e.g. underground bring banks particularly in high density areas.”

Following contributions by Cllrs. K. Warren, G. O’Connell, M. Corr and Mr B. Buckley, Ms M. Ni Dhomhnaill, Mr D. Finch and Ms M. Pyne responded to the matters raised and it was AGREED that a more comprehensive report be presented at the next meeting of the Committee.

ENV/SPC/11/06
Report on Sustainable Energy

The following report was circulated.

“Mr Tony McDermott, Chair of SPC had requested that the agenda provide for a discussion on the Council’s commitment to Sustainable Energy Policy, to cover both the Council’s own operations and the practices it promotes with the public and with businesses.

Due to the absence of the Chair from this meeting at the item will be deferred to the next committee meeting, at which time a report will be presented to the Committee for discussion.”

The report was agreed.

ENV/SPC/12/06
Report on End of Life Vehicle Regulations

The following report was circulated.

“INTRODUCTION

In February 2006, the Dept of Environment Heritage and Local Government (DoEHLG) published Draft End of Life Vehicle Regulations, inviting submissions by 24 March 2006

These Regulations will require provision by the motor industry of Authorised Treatment Facilities, which will accept for treatment, (free-of-charge) old vehicles (cars & vans) that have reached the end of their useful life.  This will enable the owner of a car or small van, when the vehicle reaches the “end-of-life”, to take it to an Authorised Facility where it can be dismantled and disposed of in a way that will reduce environmental pollution. The purpose of the Regulations(which are  implementing an EU Directive made in 2000) is to ensure recovery and recycling  of the components of vehicles, and to ensure the vehicles are dismantled and disposed of in a way that doesn’t cause environmental pollution.

RESPONSIBILITIES

· Operators that accept end-of-life vehicles will be required to meet high standards to become Authorised Treatment Facilities (ATFs). ATFs will be certified by the local authority and will require a waste license or permit.

· The manufacturers and importers of vehicles (ie the “producers”) will have to ensure there is an adequate network of ATFs across the country, for the take-back of their brand of car. There will be at least one ATF in every county, with additional ATFs required where the population exceeds 150,000. (Therefore in SDCC, two ATFs will be required). The motor industry has stated that no extra cost will be added to new car prices to pay for eventual disposal, as they believe that the dismantling of cars etc will result in profit from the metals etc which can be recycled.

· Local Authorities will be required to 

- certify and enforce the Authorised Treatment Facilities

- certify the producers’ registration, monitor their submission of records of numbers of vehicles etc.

- assess adequacy of the Implementation Plans to be submitted by the producers , after the Regulations are made.

SUMMARY

a) The Regulations were published in Feb 2006 by the DoEHLG ,for comment until 24 March 2006. The DoEHLG has indicated they hope to introduce the Regs later in 2006 to take effect from January 2007.

b) These Regulations will result in a system of Producer Responsibility, whereby the producers of vehicles must put in place the facilities to take-back a vehicle, when a vehicle has reached the end of its useful life.

c) Local Authorities will be required to approve the Implementation Plans submitted by the producers (ie the manufacturers and importers.)

d) At present SDCC operates a system whereby the owner of a car may request the Council (on payment of €55) to remove an old vehicle. SDCC pays a contractor to remove and safely dispose of the vehicle, and recoups the cost via the charge of €55.

The Council also arranges for the removal & disposal of abandoned and/or burnt out cars, and this service cost €55k in 2005. (A total of 950 vehicles were disposed of in 2005, 144 of these were removed at the owner’s request & 806 vehicles were abandoned or burnt out).It is hoped that when the ATFs are in place, SDCC will be enabled to return some or all of these vehicles free-of-charge thereby reducing part of the cost of the removal and disposal service. The collection service will still require levying of a charge. There remain issues to be clarified regarding the acceptance of abandoned cars at the Treatment facilities and the implications for the Council’s operations in this regard.

(e) It will be important that owners are encouraged to dispose of their vehicles responsibly, by using the Authorised Treatment Facility. The final owner of a car is responsible for its taxation until he/she can prove it has been disposed of correctly. The Regulations provide for the issue of a Certificate of Destruction for a vehicle that has been disposed of correctly.”

Following contribution from Cllrs. S. Laing, G. O’Connell, M. Corr, E. Maloney and Mr B. Buckley, Mr D. Finch and Ms M. Pyne responded to the issues raised.  The following report was NOTED and it was AGREED that a letter would issue to the Dept of Environment Heritage and Local Government requesting clarification on a number of issues.
ENV/SPC/13/06
Report on Anti Social Behaviour

The following report was circulated.

“The attached Anti-Social Behaviour Policy was developed and adopted by the Council’s Housing and Social Strategic Policy Committee, and in January 2005, was approved by the Council.  The policy was developed to create and sustain a safe and peaceful living environment for the tenants of South Dublin County Council, and sets out how this can be achieved across four key policy areas:

(a) prevention

(b) enforcement

(c) support

(d) rehabilitation

It has been agreed by the Corporate Policy Group (which comprises the Mayor and the Chairs of each Strategic Policy Committee) that each SPC will consider any opportunities or actions which may be explored in order to advance and support the Anti Social Behaviour Policy. This will encourage a cohesive and multi-departmental approach to tackling anti-social behaviour throughout the County.

The policy areas of support and rehabilitation mentioned above relate to the activity of anti-social tenants, and the need to support both complainants and accused, and in time, to provide for the rehabilitation of perpetrators where appropriate.

In relation to the Environment SPC, the policy areas of prevention and enforcement seem to be the most appropriate for consideration.

a) Prevention and Support:

Among the approaches outlined in the policy are the encouragement of community spirit and the creation of effective estate management. The Environmental Services Department supports this policy through the Environmental Awareness Programme as follows:

· Beautiful South Dublin County annual competition

· ECO Week

· Green Schools Programme

· National Spring Clean

· Composting and Waste Workshops

The Council also employs six Litter Wardens who enforce the Waste and Litter Regulations throughout the County. The Litter Wardens support local communities in keeping their areas litter free.

The Council’s Cleansing Unit supports the Litter Wardens by providing a cleanup service of litter black spots. Litter Wardens patrol these areas on a regular basis. This unit also oversees the Council’s road sweeping service by which all main and estate roads are swept on a programmmed basis and which is provided by a private sector company under contract with the Council.

(b)
Enforcement:
The Environmental Services Department is charged with the enforcement of the various statutory codes which have been enacted both at Government and EU level to ensure that we all can live in a clean and healthy environment. These codes cover the following main areas:

· Waste management

· Litter control

· Drainage and Water supply

· Air and Water Pollution

· Control of Horses and Dogs

It is also important that residents and householders recognise that it is up to all of us to challenge the anti social behaviour which is dumping and littering.  

The Environment Strategic Policy Committee will continue to invoke policies which attempt to address anti social behaviour issues in the environmental area.”

Following contributions from Cllrs. M. Corr, G. O’Connell, S. Laing, K. Warren, Ms C. Kiernan and Mr B. Buckley, Ms M. Pyne responded to the issues raised.  It was AGREED to refer the report to the next meeting of the Committee for further discussion and consideration.

ENV/SPC/13/06
Presentation by Loreto High School, Beaufort, Rathfarnham (Green School)
A presentation on how the Green School Recycling Programme is being implemented in Loreto High School, Beaufort was made by transition year students from the school.  The Chairman congratulated the students, parents and teachers on their commitment and on the example they are setting through their activities.  He thanked them for the presentation and wished the school further success with the project.  He then presented a memento to the students in recognition of their efforts.

The meeting concluded at 7 p.m.

Councillor  Stanley Laing

Cathaoirleach

6th September 2006”
The minutes were NOTED.

(C/0555/06) HOUSING AND SOCIAL DEVELOPMENT STRATEGIC POLICY COMMITTEE, 7TH SEPTEMBER 2006 - (i) MINUTES OF MEETING HELD ON 4TH MAY 2006

The following report by the Manger, which had been circulated, was CONSIDERED:

“Minutes of the Housing and Social Development SPC held on 4th May 2006.

PRESENT:

Members:



Council Officials:
Cllr. M. Corr (Chair)


P. Poole

Director of Housing

Cllr. C. King



J. Quinlivan

Senior Executive Officer

Cllr. M. Ardagh



M. O’Shaughnessy
Senior Executive Officer

Cllr. R. Dowds



J. Kelly

T/Senior Staff Officer

Cllr. J. Hannon




Cllr. T .Gilligan

Mr. Roderick Smith   
-   Community Forum

Mr. Barney Joyce
-    Community Platform

APOLOGIES:
Councillor T. Ridge 

1. Minutes

The minutes of the Housing and Social Development Strategic Policy Committee Meeting held on 2nd February, 2006, were proposed by Councillor M. Corr and   seconded by Councillor M. Ardagh.

2. Matters Arising

John Quinlivan, Senior Executive Officer informed the meeting that he was in contact with the Department of Environment, Heritage and Local Government regarding the Scheme of Letting Priorities and they are reviewing the amended Scheme that was re-submitted.

3. Review of Tenancy Agreement 

Philomena Poole, Director of Housing gave a presentation and summarised the report.

It was suggested that a sub-group be set up to consider further possibilities and it was highlighted that the points listed under “Potential for Consideration” in the presentation be used for the purpose to provoke thought and ideas and to be used by the sub-group for this purpose only.  

Following a short discussion as suggested by Councillors M. Corr, a contribution was made by the following, Community Platform Representative B. Joyce, Councillors R. Dowds, C. King, J. Hannon, M. Ardagh, M. Corr and Community Forum Representative R. Smyth.  The following pointers were raised:-

· Presentation to be forwarded to Members

· Anti-Social Behaviour to be dealt with more robustly.

· More Interaction within sections of Housing e.g. Rents/Allocations

· Modernise and simplify the language used in the Tenancy Agreement forms

· Deal with arrears more strenuously

· Reward “good tenants”

· General agreement of setting up of Sub-Group

· Travellers to be included in group housing

· Include only conditions which are enforcable

Philomena Poole, Director of Housing responded to the queries raised.  The report was Noted and it was Agreed that the presentation be forwarded to all Members for their attention.  Councillors C. King and M. Corr, Community Forum Representatives R. Smyth and Community Platform Representative B. Joyce verbally stated their interest in a Sub-Group being formed, as discussed above.

4. Part V

M. O’Shaughnessy, Senior Executive Officer gave a presentation and brief synopsis on the Part V report.

Following a discussion to which Councillors R. Dowd, C. King, T. Gilligan, M. Corr and Community Platform Representative B. Joyce and Community Forum Representative R. Smyth contributed, Ms. M. O’Shaughnessy, SEO, responded to queries raised.  

The report was Noted and it was Agreed that the presentation be forwarded to the Committee Members.

5. Integration Issues/Anti Racism Research

Mr. J. Quinlivan, Senior Executive Officer gave a presentation on this report.  

He informed the Members that the report would be brought before the Steering Group on 24th May, 2006 for further debate.

Following a discussion to which Councillors M. Corr, T. Gilligan and M. Ardagh,  Ridge, R. Dowds, M. Ardagh, C. King, E. Maloney and Community Forum representative R. Smyth contributed, Mr. J. Quinlivan, Senior Executive Officer, responded to queries raised.   The Chairperson requested that the Anti-Racism Awareness Training be made available to all Council staff and be extended to include all Elected and S.P.C. Members.  The report was Noted and it was Agreed that the  presentation be forwarded to the Members.

6. Mid Term Review of Social & Affordable Housing Action Plan 2004-2008

It was Noted that this report was not reached.

7. Any Other Business

The replacement of M. Deaton, Trade Union representative, was raised and it was agreed that this issue be clarified regarding replacement. 

The meeting concluded at 7.00 p.m.”
The Minutes were NOTED.
(C/0556/06)
SPORTS, RECREATION, COMMUNITY DEVELOPMENT AND PARKS STRATEGIC POLICY COMMITTEE,  13TH SEPTEMBER 2006 - (i) REPORT OF MEETING 13TH SEPT, (ii) MINUTES OF MEETING HELD 24TH MAY 2006      
The reports by the Manager, which had been circulated, were CONSIDERED:

i) Report of Meeting of Sport, Recreation, Community Development and Pards SPC held on 13th September 2006

“Attendance

Members


Officials

Cllr M Daly


P Smith, Director of Services

Cllr D Keating


B Coman, Senior Executive Officer

Cllr C. Jones                     
M Hannon Senior Exec Parks Superintendant

Cllr R Dowds


G Fitzgibbon, Administrative Officer

C Johnston

A Shields





J Coghlan   



                        


Apologies
                      

           

Cllr J Neville     Cllr J Neville






Cllr K Warren     Cllr J Daly

                                                     
Cllr A White

                                                     
A. Pilkington         

An Cathaoirleach Councillor M. Daly presided.

(a) Minutes of meeting of the 24th May 2006 – Agreed.
(b) Sports update

B. Coman updated the members of the committee on the following all of which are considered will have an impact on anti-social behaviour issue within the County:

Show Racism the Red Card – launched by the Mayor Cllr T. Ridge in conjunction with FAI and Shamrock Rovers on 28th June 2006.

FAI Development Officers for County – in partnership with the FAI the assignment of 3 Development officers – Tallaght, Clondalkin and Lucan.

Council accepted for setting up of Local Sports Partnership from 1st January 2007. Notification received from the Sports Council. Possible membership of Committee outlined.

Development of County Sports Strategy to increase participation in sport by improving access to opportunities for all – outlined possible heads of strategy for consideration.

SPOIRTEIC project in conjunction with FAS outlined - graduation of 18 participants in 2005/06 programme

Also reported that there are 27 new trainees for the 2006/07 programme which started on 11th September 06.

Following contributions from Cllr M. Daly, Cllr. R. Dowds, C. Johnson and A. Shields the report was noted.

The all – Ireland success of the Dublin under 16 ladies footballers with local club members involved was also noted.

(c) Community Facilities Update

An update report on new works which come within the remit of the Committee, which had been circulated was noted.  

Following a debate to which Cllrs M. Daly, R. Dowds, C. Jones and D. Keating and A. Shields contributed the report was noted.

(d) Swimming Pools – Update

B Coman presented an updated report on construction progress on both the Tallaght and Clondalkin pools in particular that the Tallaght complex will be opening early November 2006. Following contributions from Cllrs M Daly, R Dowds. D. Keating and C. Jones and  A Shields the report was noted.

(e) Report on Bonfires

M. Hannon presented a report on Bonfires Project 2006. Following a debate to which Cllrs M Daly, R Dowds. C. Jones and  C. Johnson and A. Shields contributed the report was noted.

(f) Playgrounds

B. Sheehan of Parks presented a draft report on the 5 year Playground programme. Following contributions from Cllrs M Daly, R Dowds,C. Jones and  C. Johnson the report was noted.

P.Smith stated  that the programme will also be presented to the Area Committees.

(g) Presentation on Dublin Mountains Recreational Initiative

A presentation was given by Mark Dalton of DMRI and following contributions from Cllrs M Daly, R Dowds, C. Jones,  C. Johnson and A. Shields the DMRI delegates were thanked by Cllr. M. Daly on behalf of the Committee.

Proposed by Cllr M. Daly, Seconded by Cllr R. Dowds and agreed that representatives of this Council’s Sports, Recreation, Community and Parks Strategic Policy Committee meet representatives of the corresponding SPC of Dun Laoghaire Rathdown County Council on this matter. 

(h) Any Other Business

There was no other business.

The meeting concluded at 7.00 pm”
The report was NOTED.
ii) Minutes of Meeting of the Sport, Recreation, Community and Parks Strategic Policy Committee held on the 24th may 2006
                                                      Attendance

Members
Officials

Cllr M Daly



P Smith, Director of Services

Cllr D Keating



B Coman, Senior Executive Officer

Cllr F McCarthy



M Hannon Snr Exec.Parks Superintendent 

Cllr R Dowds



G Fitzgibbon, Administrative Officer

Cllr J Daly

A Shields





C Johnson                      

Apologies
J Coghlan





                       

          

Cllr J Neville






Cllr K Warren

                                                      
Cllr A White

An Cathaoirleach Councillor M. Daly presided.

1. Minutes of meeting of the 8th February 2006 – Agreed.
2.  Water Leisure Strategy Review

P Smith presented the report on the Review of the Water Leisure Strategy and the recommendations as set out in the Review. Mr Smith also set out the process and likely timeframe should the review be adopted by Council. Reported that should the committee agree the report it would be presented to the next meeting of Council – June 2006.

Following a debate on the document to which Cllrs F.McCarthy,D. Keating, M Daly, J Daly,R. Dowds and A. Shields and C Johnson contributed and all queries raised were responded to, the Water Leisure Strategy Review was agreed. Further discussions took place regarding the withdrawal of the original recommendation of the strategy concerning the provision of a leisure centre in Tallaght Town Centre. Agreed that the matter of provision of quality community facilities in its place be considered in the context of the Tallaght Town Centre Master plan.

(a) County Play Policy – Update

G. Fitzgibbon informed the meeting that the final draft of the Play Policy presented to the Area Committees and Council had been put to consultation through the local press. It is proposed to report to July 2006 meeting of Council.

(b) Community Facilities Update

An update report on new works which come within the remit of the Committee, which had been circulated was noted.  

Following a debate to which Cllr M. Daly and A. Shields contributed in particular in relation to Brookfield Community Centre progress and to which B. Coman responded the report was noted.

(c) Swimming Pools – Update

B Coman presented an updated report on construction progress on both the Tallaght and Clondalkin pools. Following contributions from Cllrs M Daly, R Dowds and F McCarthy and A Shields the report was noted.

(d) FBD Ras – update

A Shields presented a report on the start of the RAS 2006 at Tallaght which despite the inclement conditions went off very well and thanked the Council for their assistance on the day and the preparations leading to the start day.

The report was noted and agreed that an invite to start or finish in Tallaght next year be extended to the organising body.

(e) Anti Social Behaviour – actions

B Coman  outlined the up to date position re ASB in the County and the need for all Strategic Policy Committees to investigate measures and actions that can be introduced to combat this problem. After much debate generally on the topic to which Cllrs M Daly, J Daly, R Dowds and C Johnson, J Coghlan and A Shields contributed it was agreed that the next meeting of this SPC deal more exclusively on the problems related to ASB and actions to help in its elimination. 

During the debate a number of issues were raised for consideration eg:

After School Activities

Local Community Games

Youth Drop-in Facilities

Outreach Programme

Lack of intervention

Greater co-ordination of agencies involved in all aspects of ASB eg Truancy

Greater and more effective links with schools and school activities

The Cathaoirleach also spoke of his item on the agenda on developing greater Community Spirit which is closely linked to the area of ASB and the development of actions in that regard.

Members were invited by the Cathaoirleach to make submissions on this matter and he would arrange for follow up action.

(f) Parks Maintenance and upkeep

Cllr M Daly discussed the possibility of regular inspections against a benchmarking exercise in the Parks – following general debate to which Cllrs M Daly and  J Daly and A Shields, C Johnson and J Coghlan contributed to which M Hannon responded it was agreed to discuss the matter further in conjunction with ASB at the next meeting. 

(g) Open Spaces

Agreed to defer this item to the next meeting

(h) Any Other Business

· The Cathaoirleach asked that the matter of Provision of a temporary Ice Rink for Christmas period be put on the agenda for next meeting of the SPC.

· The Committee was advised that a submission was made to the Sports Council on behalf of SDCC ( closing date 19th May 2006) following consultation and input from the Health Board and VEC  for the establishment of a Local Sports Partnership under the County Development Board structure. This follows a review of the initiative by the Irish Sports Council on behalf of the Department Arts, Sports and Tourism and decision to proceed with the expansion of the Local Sports Partnership Network. The council’s submission outlines the authority’s readiness to become fully established and our prospects for long term sustainability.

The meeting concluded at 7.00 pm”
The Minutes were NOTED.
(C/0557/06)
TRANSPORT STRATEGIC POLICY COMMITTEE, 14TH SEPTEMBER 2006 - (i) REPORT OF MEETING 14TH SEPT, (ii) MINUTES OF MEETING HELD ON 11TH MAY 2006
The reports by the Manager, which had been circulated, were CONSIDERED:

i) Report of Meeting of Transport SPC held on 14th September 2006
“Confirmation of Minutes

Minutes of Transportation Strategic Policy Committee held on 11th May 2006 were confirmed and approved as a true record and signed.

Controlled Parking

Mr. M. O’Keeffe, Senior Engineer presented a report. Following contributions from Councillors, T. Ridge, S. O’Conchúir, E. Tuffy, D. Keating and S. Laing, the Committee  expressed the view that the controlled parking scheme is working satisfactorily in Lucan.  The members emphasised the need for enforcement by the Gardaí of the regulations pertaining to parking on double yellow lines.  It was AGREED to present a further report on this item to the next meeting of the Committee.

School Transport

Mr. F. Coffey, Director of Transport presented the report.   He informed the Committee that the Roads Department has prepared a Brief for Consultants to undertake a "Feasibility Study for a School Transport System" and this is currently out to tender. The latest date for receipt of completed tenders is 10th October 2006, and it is anticipated that the successful consultant would be appointed within 2-3 weeks of that date. The required time for completion of the Feasibility Study to draft final report stage is three months from date of appointment, i.e. by end-January/mid February 2007. 

The main issues to be determined by the successful Consultant will include:

· Type of scheme which could be introduced.  

· Method of implementation (by school and/or parents and/or DoEd).  

· Numbers of pupils and likely take up.  

· Number and type of buses required.  

· Extent of area to be covered.  

· Costs of implementation and likely sources of funding.  

· Method of implementation (by school and/or parents and/or DoEd). 

· Cost benefit analysis of preferred option(s) vs. impact on congestion. 

· Other relevant factors.

Following contributions from Councillors, S. Laing, G. Cullen and T. Ridge it was AGREED to present a further report early in the new year to this Committee.

Safe use of Cycle Tracks

Mr. M. O’Keeffe, Senior Engineer gave an overview of the existing network of cycle tracks.  He informed the Committee that a local network of off road Green Route concept of cycle tracks is being developed.  

The Committee highlighted safety issues including, conflict at junctions between cyclists and motorists and the need to appraise young cyclists in particular of the rules and regulations pertaining to the use of cycle tracks.  It was accepted that there was a need to encourage greater usage of cycle tracks by school going children.  In this regard in was AGREED carry out a survey among school going children seeking their views on additional measures that might encourage them to use cycle tracks.

 Visit to Traffic Management Centre

On a visit to the Traffic Management Centre located in the Roads Department the Committee were appraised of the following features:-
     CCTV Cameras
CCTV cameras have been installed at approximately 50 locations and a further 20 cameras will be installed in the near future. The Council has also access to 120 cameras operated by Dublin City Council.   These cameras give coverage of traffic movements at strategic junctions throughout the County.

Journey Times

The automatic number plate recognition system calculates journey times and this information will be shortly available to the public on the Council’s website.   This system is currently in operation on the National Roads and it is expected to expand the system onto the Non National Routes in the future.

      Traffic Signals

The Traffic Management Centre also monitor traffic signals with a view to rectifying any faults that may occur as quickly as possible.   To this end 60 junctions are connected to the Traffic Management Centre to allow automatic fault reporting.

     Traffic Counters

Traffic volumes across the Council’s main road network are monitored on an ongoing basis via a system of traffic counters.   This information is used in setting sequence times at traffic lights.

The meeting concluded at 7.20 p.m.

___________________________

Councillor S. Laing

Chairperson”
The report was NOTED.

ii) Minutes of Meeting of 11th May 2006 
“Minutes of Meeting of the Transportation Strategic Policy Committee

held on Thursday 11th May 2006 which were confirmed at the Strategic Policy Committee Meeting held on Thursday 14th September 2006.

Present:

Elected Members:






Councillor C. Keane





Councillor D. Keating





Councillor S. Laing





Councillor M. Murphy



 




Councillor F. McCarthy





Councillor T. Ridge





Councillor E. Tuffy




Councillor A. White

                    

Councillor S. O Conchúir

Sectoral Interests:

Mr.Tom Newton, Community Forum

                                       
Andy Lane, Community Platform (Observer)

Council Officials:
Mr. F. Coffey, Director of Transportation and County Engineer 

Mr. E. Cunningham, Senior Executive Officer





Mr. M. O’Keeffe, Senior Engineer





Mr. T. O’Grady, Senior Engineer

Mr. T. Curtin, Administrative Officer

Mr. A. O’Mullane, Senior Executive Engineer

          
Ms. N. Fitzgibbon, Staff Officer

An Cathaoirleach, Councillor S. Laing presided.

1.  Confirmation of Minutes

Minutes of Transportation Strategic Policy Committee held on 9th February 2006 were confirmed and approved as a true record and signed.

1. Traffic Calming Review

Mr. T. O’Grady, Senior Engineer presented a report on the current Traffic Calming Programme. The status of this programme is as follows:-

23 Schemes completed

8   Schemes under construction/start shortly

5   Schemes at Part 8 stage

4   Schemes to be designed

Following contributions from Councillors, S. Laing, M. Murphy, C. Keane, S. O’Conchúir, A. White, F. McCarthy and E. Tuffy, 
Mr. T. O’Grady, Senior Engineer and Mr. F. Coffey, Director of Transportation and County Engineer responded to queries raised by the members and it was AGREED to adopt a new Traffic Calming Programme comprising 4 schemes in each of the 5 Electoral Areas.

The selection of each scheme is to be made by the relevant Area Committee. 
2. School Transport

Mr. M. O’Keeffe, Senior Engineer presented a report.  The Committee was informed that an application had been made to the D.T.O. for funding to carry out a feasibility study.   Following contributions from Councillors F. McCarthy, E. Tuffy, C. Keane, M. Murphy, S. O’Conchúir and Mr. T. Newton, Mr. F. Coffey, Director of Transportation and County Engineer responded to queries raised, the report was NOTED and it was AGREED to present a further report to the next meeting of the Committee.      
3. Anti-social Behaviour

Mr. F. Coffey, Director of Transportation and County Engineer presented a report . He informed the Committee that this issue was discussed by the CPG and they requested that each Committee should focus on this matter and identify means of addressing the issue.

A general discussion took place on this issue and following contributions from Councillors C. Keane, M. Murphy, F. McCarthy, S. Laing and Mr. T. Newton the report was NOTED and it was AGREED that if any Member wished to have further discussions on this issue they should write to the Director of Transportation.
5.  Controlled parking

There was a brief discussion on this issue.   Following contributions from Councillors C. Keane and S. O. O’Conchúir, Mr. F. Coffey, Director of Transportation and County Engineer responded to queries raised and it was AGREED to include this item on the Agenda for the next meeting of the Committee.

The meeting concluded at 7.00 p.m.

Siniú_____________________      Dáta__________________

      An Cáthaoirleach”
The Minutes were NOTED.
(C/0558/06)
ECONOMIC DEVELOPMENT (PLANNING AND DEVELOPMENT) STRATEGIC POLICY COMMITTEE, 20TH SEPTEMBER 2006 – (i) REPORT OF MEETING 20TH SEPTEMBER, (ii) MINUTES OF MEETING HELD 17TH MAY 2006


The reports by the Manager, which had been circulated, were CONSIDERED:

i) Report of Meeting of Economic Development (including Planning and Development) SPC held on 20th September 2006

“Present:

Councillors                                   Sectoral Representatives

Robert Dowds                                Noel O’Connor

Cáit Keane                                     Jim Fay

Trevor Gilligan                                Deirdre Mooney     

Shane O’ Connor

Eamon Tuffy

Eamon Walsh

                                                         

Apology for inability to attend was received from Cllr Joe Neville & Justin Byrne. Councillor E. Tuffy, Strategic Policy Committee Chairperson, presided. 

Officials present:

Frank Nevin, A/Director of Economic Development

Paul Hogan, Senior Planner, Planning

Michael Kenny, Senior Planner, Planning

Tom Doherty, Director of Planning

Tony Shanahan, A/Senior Executive Officer

The meeting opened with a request from the Chairperson for a minute silence which was observed by all present, in memory of the late Councillor Fintan McCarthy RIP.                            

ITEM 1: Minutes

Minutes of meeting of 17th May 2006, which had been circulated, were proposed by Councillor E. Tuffy, seconded by Cllr Cait Keane and APPROVED as a true record and signed. 

ITEM 2: Sub Committee on Policy on maintaining existing residential Cul-De-Sacs.
Report:

Proposed Terms of Reference for Development in Residential Cul de Sacs Sub-Committee of Economic Development and Planning Strategic Policy Committee

The terms of reference for the Development in Cul de Sacs Sub-Committee are as follows: - 

· The Sub-Committee shall consider the Manager’s report on residential cul de sacs and examine current policy which may impact on existing residential developments in cases where a proposal arises to extend existing cul-de-sacs and will recommend on any appropriate factors to be considered in such cases.  

· The membership of the Sub-Committee shall consist of those nominated at the meeting of the Economic Development and Planning Strategic Policy Committee on 17th May 2006, a nominee of the Director of Planning and any replacements/substitutions agreed by the SPC.
· The Sub-Committee shall prepare a report, with recommendations, for the Manager.

· The report shall be put before the Strategic Policy Committee for approval.

· The report from the SPC shall be put before the County Council for approval.

· The timescale for preparation of the report shall be 6 months.  The Report shall be available at the second meeting of the SPC in 2007.

The Report was introduced by Michael Kenny, Senior Planner and considered by the members.  A discussion followed with contributions from Councillors C. Keane and E. Tuffy.   

It was agreed that it was necessary to clarify if likely recommendations from the sub-committee would be capable of being implemented by the Council before embarking on the work of the sub-committee.  

It was proposed by Cllr Tuffy that amended terms of reference be adopted to included item 5 (amended to read) 
The report from the SPC shall be implementable and be put before the County Council for approval.

Cllr Gilligan seconded this proposal.

ITEM 3:  Proposed Terms of Reference for Anti-Social Behaviour Sub-Committee of Economic Development and Planning Strategic Policy Committee

Report:

The terms of reference for the Anti-Social Behaviour Sub-Committee are as follows: 
1. The Sub-Committee shall consider the issue of anti-social behaviour in relation to the role of the Council as planning authority and shall make recommendations on how anti-social behaviour can be reduced through the planning process.   The focus shall be on plans, policies, guidelines and planning functions of the Council including the role of the Development Plan, Local Area Plans, planning studies, the assessment of planning applications and enforcement.

2. The membership of the Sub-Committee shall consist of those nominated at the meeting of the Economic Development and Planning Strategic Policy Committee on 17th May 2006, a nominee of the Director of Planning and any replacements/substitutions agreed by the SPC.
3. The Sub-Committee shall prepare a report, with recommendations, for the Manager.

4. The report shall be put before the Strategic Policy Committee for approval.

5. The report from the SPC shall be put before the County Council for approval.

6. The timescale for preparation of the report shall be 6 months.  The Report shall be available at the second meeting of the SPC in 2007.

The Report was introduced by Michael Kenny, Senior Planner and considered by the members.  A discussion followed with contributions from Councillors C. Keane , E. Tuffy, E.Walsh, S. O’ Connor. Jim Fay and Deirdre Mooney.   

Deirdre Mooney again suggested that the issue of the feasibility of implementing the eventual recommendations of this sub-committee should also be addressed. It was agreed that item in terms of reference be amended to read; 

The report from the SPC shall be implementable and shall be put before the County Council for approval.

Cllr Walsh also suggested that it would be practical to amalgamate both sub-committees as he anticipated that there would be a degree of linkage between the two issues being considered by each group.

Jim Fay stated that it would be necessary to define clearly what the sub-committees understand anti-social behaviour to be. 

The Manager (Tom Doherty) provided practical examples of what could be considered to be anti-social behaviour but indicated that there is a formal corporate definition that would be provided to the members.

Cllr Keane proposed that a member of staff involved directly in combating anti-social behaviour be invited onto the sub-committee in order to avoid a duplication of effort organisationally on this issue and in order to benefit from their knowledge in the area.

Cllr Tuffy concluded by proposing that both sub-committees should meet jointly at least in the first instance and called on members to indicate times that they ordinarily are likely to be available.

The majority of members indicated that afternoon meetings which did not clash with items in the Corporate Diary would suit them best. 

Actions:

1. Manager to propose dates for first meeting of joint sub-committees and date to be agreed as soon as possible

2. Manager to propose Planning Dept nominees to both sub-committees

3. Manager to contact Housing Dept to seek member of staff in Anti-Social area to join the sub-committee

4. Manager to provide definition of Anti-social behaviour to the sub-committees.

ITEM 4:  Presentation by Director of Planning in relation to the Role of the Local Authority in Transport 21 
Tom Doherty delivered the presentation and both Jim Fay and Deirdre Mooney noted that it was very informative and asked that it be made available to members of the SPC.

Action:

To upload the presentation onto Membersnet and provide a copy to the Sectoral Representatives.

ITEMS 5, 6 & 7.

It was agreed that the following items be deferred to the next SPC meeting;

· Item 5. Update on Liffey Valley and Balgaddy Masterplans

· Item 6. Balgaddy SDZ

· Item 7. Further issues for SPC

ITEM 8: The Local Government (Business Improvement Districts) Bill 2006.

The Chairman of the SPC listed the following question on the September meeting agenda of South Dublin County Council, which was held on 19th September 2006. Question and reply are set out below.

“Question: Councillor E. Tuffy
To ask the Manager if he will consider the possibility of the Council taking an initiative to set up Business Improvement Districts in the County in the context of legislation being brought forward to facilitate such initiatives?

Reply:
The Local Government (Business Improvement Districts) Bill 2006 was introduced in the Seanad on the 28th June 2006. The Bill provides for the establishment of Business Improvement Districts within the functional areas of rating authorities, to enable schemes under which projects, services and works are carried out for the benefit of those districts, to finance the schemes by providing for the imposition and collection of a levy on rateable properties situated in those districts, to improve local authority funding by providing for the imposition and collection of levies applicable in relation to newly constructed properties, to amend the Local Government Acts 1925 to 2003 for all such purposes, to amend the Valuation Act 2001, and to provide for related matters.

The Bill will provide the legislative basis for businesses in Ireland, on a self-help basis, to support projects, services, and works to be carried out for the betterment of defined districts.  In a Business Improvement District Scheme, a group of businesses are empowered, where a majority of those businesses agree, to raise a special contribution from all the businesses in the defined area to pay for the carrying out of complementary local services and improvements, within that defined area.  The boundary of, and the range of local improvements to be carried out in the defined area of, a Business Improvement District Scheme are set out in a detailed business plan which is developed by the business community in association with the local authority.

Business Improvement District Schemes originated in Toronto, Canada in 1971 and are now in operation in many cities and towns throughout the world.  It is estimated that there are now more than four hundred BID type schemes in operation in Canada and USA. European countries are also becoming involved in these schemes, including Austria, Belgium, Denmark, France, Germany, Holland and Portugal.  Most recently, a legislative framework has been put in place in the United Kingdom for the operation of these schemes.

If and when the Bill is enacted their application in South Dublin County will be examined. In the meantime the Bill will be listed for discussion at the Economic Development SPC.”

Full details are available on the link in the reply.

The matter is listed for information to the members of the SPC. Should the Bill be enacted it will be the subject of further reports and discussion at the Committee.

Frank Nevin, A/Director of Economic Development, introduced the report.

Members were informed that the Finance Dept of the Council has been notified on this proposed legislation as it will, if passed in its current form, have rating implications.  The reply was noted.

The meeting ended at 7.35 pm.”
The report was NOTED.

(ii) Minutes of Meeting of Economic Development (including Planning and Development SPC held on 17th May 2006

“Present:

Councillors                                     Sectoral Representatives

Robert Dowds                                              Justin Byrne

Cáit Keane                                                    Noel O’Connor

Trevor Gilligan                                             Deirdre Mooney     

Fintan McCarthy                                          

Joe Neville                               

Shane O’ Connor

Eamon Tuffy

Eamon Walsh

Mark Daly

                                                         

Apology for inability to attend was received from Tom Doherty, Director of Planning and Deputy Manager, and John Kearns (Community Platform).                                                                         

Councillor E. Tuffy, Strategic Policy Committee Chairperson, presided. 

 OFFICIALS PRESENT

Frank Nevin, A/Director of Economic Development

Colin Ryan, Senior Planner, Planning

Michael Kenny, Senior Planner, Planning

Susan Edmonds, A/Assistant Staff Officer Assigned

Minutes

Minutes of meeting of 15th February 2006, which had been circulated, were proposed by Councillor E. Tuffy, seconded by Deirdre Mooney and APPROVED as a true record and signed. 

EDP/07/06        SUBMISSIONS FROM MEMBERS ON FACILITATING EXPANSION OF EXISTING BUSINESSES IN SOUTH DUBLIN COUNTY

SOUTH  DUBLIN  CHAMBER

Economic Development and Planning Strategic Policy Committee

Ref:  Facilitating Expansion of Existing Businesses

In South Dublin County

Many agencies play a role in assisting the expansion of established businesses.  This submission seeks to focus on those areas within the remit of South Dublin County Council.

Local Authority Charges
With the abolition of rates local authorities in Ireland have had to raise finance as national funding only covers as little as 50% of the budget for each Council.  Whilst no business can argue with paying legitimate costs relating to service provision, some costs such as commercial rates now contribute to approximately 32% of the social spend of the local authorities in Dublin.

Local authority costs are increasing beyond the rate of inflation year after year and are now seen as a major cost centre in many existing companies.  Some companies are looking at our neighbouring counties and their lower local authority charges. 


Among the charges levied on existing businesses in South Dublin County are:

· Commercial Rates
· Water Charges
· Waste Charges
· Development levies if they are expanding
We need to ensure that we are a cost effective county.  High local charges are a real deterrent to expansion of local businesses.  

Proposed Action         Reduce local authority charges

Increase the base of chargeable clients – ensure all that should be included are included.

Have a sliding scale for startup or expansion companies (for the expansion) Ramp up to 100% over three years.

Transport
Moving across and within South Dublin County is becoming increasingly difficult resulting in lost time.  In some cases this lost time is resulting in a 100% increase in the time needed to get to a meeting, make a delivery etc.  These delays have a real cost that impact on existing businesses.  Whilst we accept the National Roads Authority have a key role here with national traffic, local traffic management is the responsibility of our local authority.

Public transport across South Dublin County is almost non-existent.  The primary function of most of our public transport seems to be to connect towns in South Dublin County with the City.  For example, how can a person in Lucan commute to work in Tallaght by public transport?  Accepting that Transport 21 may address this in the near future, action on public transport within the county is needed now.  

Proposed Action      Faster implementation of South Dublin County Councils roads programme.

· More roads to be added to current plans at key points to relieve congestion.

· Increased access to private bus operators for un-serviced or poorly serviced bus routes in the County, particularly for cross county services. (or get Dublin Bus to do the job)

South Dublin County is a great place to do business. However, an increasing cost base will both effect existing businesses preventing expansion and deter future companies from establishing in the County.

Business Research & Mentoring

South Dublin County Council could develop a research service that examines businesses in other counties & countries to establish what are/were the criteria that sparked off expansion in companies. South Dublin County Council could then target companies that they believe could learn from this and ensure these companies see the same opportunity is available in SD County. A Mentoring section – which includes aid in change management & growth could also be set up by the County Council.

This interaction while costing a minimal amount would demonstrate that the County Council really does want to support their business community.

The County Council could outsource some of this work (perhaps to South Dublin Chamber or South Dublin County Enterprise Board). 
Proposed Action         Set in place an office for Business Research & Mentoring – have it report to the director of Economic Planning.

8th May, 2006

Directors report on submission from South Dublin Chamber.

At recent meetings of the Committee members were requested to submit proposals in relation to facilitating business in South Dublin County. The attached submission has been received from the South Dublin Chamber and circulated to members and also set out below are my comments in this regard for consideration by the members.

The submission  deals with three main issues : 

Local Authority Charges
The annual budget of South Dublin County Council is adopted by the members of South Dublin County Council at an annual budget meeting. The budget incorporates the fees and charges required to fund the Councils operations. The Council also has in place a Capital Programme 2005 – 2007 , also approved by the members which is part funded by the development levies.

Accordingly, the fees and charges levied by South Dublin County Council are, in the main, adopted by the elected members as a reserved function. The resulting income is utilised to maintain services and deliver the sustainable development of the County going forward.

Transport

The Council has an extensive roads, (both national and non-national), programme included in the Capital Progamme referred to above. In addition, the Councils Traffic Department is working to achieve the optimum usage of available road space, vehicular, pedestrian and cycle, to improve mobility in the County. It is envisaged that Transport 21 will deliver substantial improvement, particularly in the area of public transport, for South Dublin County.

 

This is an area constantly examined and discussed at the Transport SPC.

Business Research & Mentoring

The proposal for a business and research centre in South Dublin County is an excellent one and would be supported in so far as possible by South Dublin County Council. However, it must be noted that South Dublin County Council has a limited remit and experience is this regard. There are many other key stakeholders, including primarily the Chamber itself, the County Enterprise Board, Enterprise Ireland, Partas, FAS etc.  Members will be aware that the CEB provides an existing mentoring service to its’ clients. 

I would suggest that given the commercial knowledge, experience and background of the Chamber that it could be the lead agency if further consideration is to be given to the establishment of such a centre.

Jim Walsh

Director of Economic Development.

Submission from the South Dublin County of Chambers and the Directors Report was introduced by Frank Nevin A/Director of Economic Development and considered by the members.  A discussion followed with contributions from Councillors C. Keane, F. McCarthy E. Tuffy, S. O’Connor & M. Daly and Deirdre Mooney.   

It was agreed that the Corporate Policy Group would discuss scheduling a presentation to the non elected members of the SPC’s in relation to Local Government Financial matters, particularly rating and capital programmes.  

It was also noted that the Chamber would come back with further proposals on a business research and monitoring centre.

                       

EDP/08/06        REPORT ON FORMATION OF SPC AGENDA     

Meeting of Economic Development and Planning Strategic Policy Committee

17th May 2006

Item No. 3

Report on formation of SPC agenda.

At the February meeting of the SPC Councillor Mick Murphy requested that a report be furnished to the next meeting of the Committee setting out how items are placed on the agenda for consideration.

The operation of the South Dublin County Council SPCs are governed by Standing Orders adopted by the elected members. In relation to submission of items for the agenda they state : 

	“Submission of  Business

	Each member may submit one item on a strategic policy issue relevant to the business of the SPC of which they are a member, for inclusion on the Agenda. Item to be submitted 22 clear days prior to the date of meeting.  All items for inclusion on agendas to refer to policy matters only Motions and/or Questions are not allowed.”


 

Members will be aware that the Directors of Planning and Economic Development have frequently invited members to submit items in accordance with the above Standing Order.

The SPC Scheme and Standing Orders currently in operation were considered formally by the elected members at the September 2004 meeting of the Organisation Procedure & Finance Committee. The members decided not to amend the existing Scheme. Procedures etc have been discussed on a number of occasions at Corporate Policy Group meetings since that date. Should the members of this SPC wish to make recommendations in this regard to the CPG for consideration they can be placed on the Group agenda.

Full details in relation to SPC committees in South Dublin County Council can be accessed on the Council website. 

The Report was noted.

                           
EDP/09/06        REPORTS ON LANDS IN PUBLIC OWNERSHIP IN SOUTH DUBLIN COUNTY
Meeting of Economic Development and Planning Strategic Policy Committee

17th May 2006

Item No. 4

Report on lands in public ownership in South Dublin County.
The Council has sought the following information from State and Public Bodies.

(i) Schedule of lands in their ownership.

(ii) To submit details of location maps, area and zoning.

(iii) Long Term Development Plan for these areas.

(iv) Short Term Development Plan for these areas.

As requested at the last meeting of the Committee attached is schedule of replies received to date. The replies received and attached schedules and maps are available at the meeting.

	PUBLIC/STATE BODY
	DETAILS
	COMMENT

	IDA Ireland
	Whitestown, Ballymount, Cherry Orchard Business Parks


	

	ESB
	Lands required for operational uses
	Schedule supplied

	Bord Gais
	Lands required for operational uses.
	Schedule supplied

	OPW
	No development lands
	

	Department of Defence
	Baldonnel
	Map supplied

	Department of Education & Science
	No details recd
	Acknowledgement recd

	Department of Social & Family Affairs
	No ownership
	

	Department of Health & Children
	
	No reply recd


South Dublin County Council has a substantial land holding in the County, all of which is clearly identified for our current and future statutory requirements. These lands, in the main, service the Council’s housing building programme and Parks and community requirements. 

The extent of the Parks lands is in excess of 4000 acres and is situated throughout the County with the main regional parks at Griffeen, Corkagh and Tymon.

The housing portfolio of undeveloped lands which is c 350 acres is located in the following areas :

· Balgaddy          - 167 acres 

· Corkagh           - 86 acres 

· Rathcoole         - 25 acres 

· Hazelgrove       

· Killinarden        - 62 acres (Hazelgrove & Killinarden lands) 

· Stocking lane    - 10 acres 

In addition to these housing lands the Council also examines backland open spaces and opportunity sites to deliver its Construction programme.

The Council though its’ valuers monitor and consider for acquisition all lands, (including opportunities for land exchanges), coming to the market to ensure that there is sufficient lands available for future generations and the sustainable development of South Dublin County.

The Report was noted.

EDP/10/06        DEVELOPMENT MANAGEMENT – CONSULTATION DRAFT OF GUIDELINES FOR PLANNING AUTHORITIES

A copy of the guidelines was circulated to all members.  Mr. Michael Kenny, 

Senior Planner, Planning Department, informed members that the Planning 

Department would be lodging a submission in this regard with the 

Department of Environment and Local Government. 

 

EDP/11/06        POLICY ON MAINTAINING EXISITING RESIDENTIAL CUL-DE-SACS.

Meeting of Economic Development and Planning Strategic Policy Committee

17th May 2006

Item No. 6

Policy on maintaining existing residential Cul-De-Sacs
INTRODUCTION

The following report has been prepared to stimulate discussion by the SPC on the issue of new residential development utilising cul de sacs in established residential areas as the main means of vehicular access. 

With respect to this form of development, a central concern of existing residents is the diminution of residential amenity. However, it should be noted that this form of development proposal has been relatively rare and would refer to otherwise landlocked sites. Vehicular access to large scale residential is normally off distributor roads.

NATIONAL POLICY

A range of national and regional policies promote the principles of sustainable development including the use or intensification of use of vacant or brownfield lands in the Dublin Metropolitan Area.  These are contained in a number of publications including - 

1. Regional Planning Guidelines for the Greater Dublin Area (RPGs) published by the Regional Authorities. 

2. Residential Density Guidelines for Planning Authorities published by the Department of Environment and Local Government 

3. Towards Sustainable Local Communities: Guidelines on Local Agenda 21.

LOCAL CONSIDERATIONS

The Planning Authority seeks to make efficient and best use of zoned residential lands in accordance with Government Policy and in the interests of consolidation of existing urban areas and the proper planning and sustainable development of South Dublin County. 

 Restricting access to new residential development off existing cul-de-sacs could sterilise landlocked tracts of land in the urban area from appropriate development which could lead to a more unsustainable form of urban development. 

It should be noted that the thrust of the County Development Plan is to create a high quality built environment (e.g. in Chapter 11 on Urban Design).  Among the placemaking principles set out in Chapter 11 of the Plan are the integration of new and existing development and accessibility for pedestrians, whilst safeguarding the amenities of existing residents. 

With respect to planning applications, all are dealt with on a case by case basis.  As part of the assessment process the Planning Authority considers carefully the impact on existing residential amenity before deciding on a planning application and takes into account the submissions made on these applications by Third Parties.  

Applications are assessed in accordance with the policies and objectives of the Development Plan, in particular the zoning objectives for the area and the recommendations of the Roads, Water and Drainage and Parks Departments. In the event of permission been granted conditions are attached with respect to construction operations and road cleaning.

CONCLUSION

It is recognised that new residential development off existing cul de sac’s can give rise to concerns from existing residents with respect to diminution of residential amenity. However, the Planning Authority needs to balance these concerns with the requirement to promote sustainable development. 

Planning Department

May 2006

Following a proposal from Councillor Eamon Tuffy, it was agreed that a sub-committee be set up to examine this matter.

It was proposed and AGREED that the sub-committee would consist of the following members present at the meeting. Cllr Eamon Tuffy, Chairman, indicated that he would welcome other members of the Committee to join the group.

1. Noel O’ Connor, Sectoral Representative

2. Justin Byrne, Sectoral Representative

3. Councillor Eamon Tuffy

4. Councillor Shane O’Connor 

5. Michael Kenny, Senior Planner

EDP/12/06        CONSIDERATION OF PLANNING POLICY INITIATIVES TO AMELIRATE ANTI-SOCIAL BEHAVIOUR IN NEW AND EXISTING DEVELOPMENTS 

Meeting of Economic Development and Planning Strategic Policy Committee

17th May 2006

Item No. 7

Consideration of Planning Policy Initiatives to ameliorate anti-social behaviour in new and existing developments.

INTRODUCTION

The following report has been prepared to stimulate discussion by the SPC on the issue of planning policies and design approaches to reduce anti-social behaviour.

Good design of the built environment has the potential to reduce anti-social behaviour, while poor design can facilitate it.  The Planning Department has produced many documents containing policies and objectives which have implications for anti-social behaviour.  Some of these policies/objectives are explicit in relation to designing out crime and anti-social behaviour, while others contain general design approaches which are good practice in planning terms and which may also promote safety and security.  In addition, during the Development Control process, relevant planning applications are assessed to ensure that proposed designs do not encourage anti-social behaviour.

Provisions in the various relevant Planning Department documents, which would influence safety and security, are set out below, followed by a description of how these issues are dealt with through the development control process.

SOUTH DUBLIN COUNTY DEVELOPMENT PLAN 2004-2010

The Development Plan sets out the Council’s policies and objectives for the development of the County from 2004 to 2010.  All planning applications are assessed in accordance with how they accord with these.  Measures contained in the plan that would help combat anti-social behaviour are set out below under various headings.

Urban Design

The Development Plan contains a new ‘Sustainable Placemaking Model’ (Policy H1, Para 3.3.1, and Chapter 11) which seeks to deliver sustainable communities together with a high quality built environment, through good placemaking.  The Model is based on a traditional urban town and village format, and envisages a lively and interconnecting network of streets and spaces fronted by varied and interesting buildings and a mix of residential, commercial, public and community uses together with quieter, primarily residential areas, all in close proximity.  A number of key principles advocated by the model would promote safety and security and thus inhibit anti-social behaviour, including:

Intensification: 

An increased scale of development and overall activity, at appropriate locations: - Increased activity would discourage problem behaviour.

Diversity: 

A greater mix of land uses and dwelling tenure types: - Mixed uses including retail, residential and commercial would ensure that areas remain lively throughout the day and into the evening, thus promoting security.  A mix of dwelling tenure types would avoid large disadvantaged areas of single-type housing and the ghettoisation and attendant anti-social problems that can be associated with this.  

Accessibility:

Consideration of walking distance to public transport and local services: - An environment that is more pedestrian-friendly generates more casual social interaction, informal supervision and thus, security. 

Design Quality:

Properly designed buildings, places and spaces that are attractive, safe and secure.  

Infill Development on Problem Open Spaces

Policy H8 ‘Infill Housing Development on Council-owned land’ states that it is Council policy to identify sites for small scale infill development on lands in Council ownership which are no longer considered appropriate for retention as open space and/or recreational areas (i.e. lands subject to zoning objective ‘F’).  The policy specifically refers to the fact that open spaces which are not overlooked can become the focus for anti-social behaviour.  As such, implementation of this policy has the potential to reduce this problem.

Social Inclusion

Policy SCR1 ‘Social Inclusion’ seeks to promote social inclusion and sets out various ways in which this may be done through the planning process including the promotion of design which creates a safe environment.  

Policy H13 ‘Counteracting Social Segregation’ seeks to create balanced communities through the integration of social, affordable and private housing, in accordance with the Council’s Housing Strategy in order to avoid areas of social exclusion.   Implementation of this policy would clearly contribute towards the reduction of anti-social behaviour.  

Policy SCR 13 ‘Development and Renewal of Disadvantaged Areas’ refers to the principle of targeting investment in such areas as outlined in the South Dublin County Development Board Strategy 2002-2012 through implementation of the RAPID Programmes and use of the Integrated Area Plan Funds and Development Contribution Scheme to provide and improve facilities in disadvantaged areas.

Local Centres

Policy SCR7 ‘Local/Neighbourhood Centres’ seeks the enhancement of existing local centres and the development of new local centres which are accessible, well-designed and with a good level of service-provision.  In the upgrading of existing centres and the design of new centres, the policy sets out a number of elements which should be incorporated including ‘design which results in a safe, informally-supervised environment’.  

In relation to the design of shopping centres, Chapter 12 (Development Control) recommends the inclusion of residential uses, particularly flats and maisonettes as an integral part of the centre, in order to increase the evening activity and security of the centre.

Open Space and Recreational Facilities

The Development Plan contains several policies relating to the provision of open space, recreational facilities and play facilities.  Paragraph 4.5.8.ii states ‘The lack of facilities for children and young people is a major concern in the County.  This is considered by many to contribute to anti-social behaviour and crime’.  Policies SCR21 and SCR23 seek the provision of recreational facilities and play facilities, respectively, concurrent with new residential developments.  In addition, Policy SCR 20 supports the development of recreational facilities in general, while Policy SCR 22 resolves to provide children’s play facilities in regional parks and other suitable locations.  

It is stated in Chapter 11 (Urban Design) that ‘in all cases, [recreational] facilities must be appropriately located and overlooked by adjoining accommodation to ensure passive surveillance’.  

Several of the Specific Objectives contained in Chapter 13 of the Development Plan and the Specific Local Objectives (SLO’s) in Chapter 14, relate to the provision of additional recreational facilities in parks and in other locations.  E.g. Para 13.5.3.i includes the following Specific Objectives 

· ‘To endeavour to provide Skateboard Parks in each electoral area within the County’. 

· ‘To secure the provision of major leisure facilities within the County’. 

· ‘To endeavour to provide swimming pools to meet identified community needs in South Dublin’. 

· ‘To consider the development of clubhouses and changing facilities within public parks, where appropriate.’ 

Similarly, SLO 14 relates to the enhancement of recreational facilities in Ballyowen Park by the provision of an all-weather football pitch complex, while SLO 19 refers to the improvement of Glenaulin Park for a wide range of both active and passive recreational facilities.  

The provision of recreational facilities would clearly contribute towards the alleviation of anti-social behaviour by providing a focus of activity for young people in particular.  

Pedestrian Links

Policy SCR 25 ‘Pedestrian Links and Public Rights-of-Way’ seeks to preserve links which contribute to amenity and that are not a source of anti-social behaviour and seeks to create new links where appropriate.  Paragraph 4.5.ii states ‘the Council is aware of the difficulties which can arise for local residents due to anti-social behaviour in pedestrian ways, particularly along unsupervised and secluded laneways’.  In order to avoid this, it is stated that the Council ‘will ensure that proposed pedestrian links are directly overlooked by housing, are well-lit and are not enclosed by high walls or dense planting’.  In Chapter 11 (Urban Design), more detailed recommendations on design of pedestrian routes in housing estates are set out.  These include that they must be directly overlooked at ground floor level by dwellings (which should front onto the routes), be well-lit, have a straight alignment without secluded corners or bends, shall generally be 3m or greater in width and have boundary walls/fencing not exceeding 1.2m in height.  

Road Design

Anti-social behaviour involving ‘joyriding’ is a problem in some parts of the County.  Chapter 11 of the Development Plan sets out considerations in relation to the design of roads as part of the Sustainable Placemaking Model, and recommends speed restraint measures as per Table 7.2 of the Traffic Management Guidelines Manual.  These measures can help alleviate the ‘joyriding’ problem by making it more difficult to speed.  Devices include entry treatment, shared surfaces, carriageway narrowings and chicanes, speed reduction bends, speed control islands, traffic islands and speed tables/cushions. 

In addition, good urban design in general, as proposed in the Sustainable Placemaking Model referred to earlier, can help to reinforce the need to reduce speed and reduce the dominance of traffic, particularly in residential areas.  Design devices include careful positioning of buildings, ensuring frontage directly onto streets, perpendicular parking, landscaping and use of different materials.  

LOCAL PLANS

There are eleven local plans/studies covering various parts of the South Dublin County area. These are:

Adamstown Local Area Plan, 2001

Adamstown Strategic Development Zone Planning Scheme, 2003

Draft Ballyboden Village Plan, 2006

Ballycullen/Oldcourt Action Plan, 1998

Glenasmole/Bohernabreena Housing and Planning Study, 2002

Killinarden/Kiltipper Action Area Plan, 2000

Newcastle-Lyons Local Area Plan, 2003

Rathcoole Local Area Plan, 2002

Saggart Action Area Plan, 2000

Draft Tallaght Town Centre Plan, 2006

West Tallaght Study, 2003

Most of these plans/studies do not make explicit reference to anti-social behaviour.  However, all contain strategies for local areas involving good layout and design and elements which would promote safety and security and inhibit anti-social behaviour.  Measures include –

· Pedestrian permeability including linkages/connections between existing main streets and development land 

· Passive surveillance 

· Lighting 

· Additional shopping and recreational facilities 

· Speed restraint measures 

· Concierge service for and CCTV (Draft Tallaght Town Centre Plan) 

DEVELOPMENT CONTROL

During the development control process, all planning applications are assessed in accordance with policies and objectives contained in the Development Plan, including policies and objectives relevant to anti-social behaviour as set out above.  In addition, in the assessment of larger commercial and residential applications, issues of security and safety are taken into consideration in a number of other ways:

· In some cases, major development proposals are referred to the Garda Crime Prevention Design Advisor for comment.  

· The recommendations contained in a 2002 report by An Garda Siochána entitled ‘Crime Prevention Through Environmental Design – Housing’ are considered in the assessment of relevant planning applications. 

· Planning applications with proposals for new parks or open space or implications for existing parks or open space are referred to the Parks Department for comment.  In some cases, issues are raised in relation to anti-social behaviour, safety and security.  

Revisions to planning applications to address these concerns, are frequently sought, in the following ways:

(i) Further information may be requested from applicants requiring a revised design to deal with safety and security issues. 

· Conditions may be attached to permissions dealing with safety and security issues.  
Relevant issues that are routinely examined through the development control process include:

· Need for passive surveillance in open spaces and lanes 

· Need for lighting of laneways, open spaces and car parks 

· Ensuring planting beside laneways and footpaths does not give cover for anti-social behaviour 

· Ensuring there are no secluded corners or bends, etc. in laneways 

· Permeability of layouts 

· Diversity of uses 

· General design quality 

· Pedestrian priority and speed restraint measures 

· Provision of recreational facilities (major applications). 

Planning Department

May 2006

Following a proposal from Councillor Eamon Tuffy, it was agreed that a sub-committee be set up to examine this matter.

It was proposed and AGREED that the sub-committee would consist of the following members present at the meeting. Cllr Eamon Tuffy, Chairman, indicated that he would welcome other members of the Committee to join the group.

1. Deirdre Mooney, Sectoral Representative

2. Councillor Eamon Tuffy

3. Councillor Cait Keane

4. Councillor Fintan McCarthy

5. Councillor Joe Neville 

6. Directors nomination – (to be confirmed)

EDP/13/06        UPDATE ON IDA IRELAND ADVANCED PLANNING APPLICATION AT GRANGE CASTLE

Meeting of Economic Development and Planning Strategic Policy Committee

17th May 2006

Item No. 8

Grange Castle Business Park – IDA planning application.

At the February SPC meeting a presentation was made to the members in respect of the IDA advance planning application in Grange Castle Business Park. (SD06A/0049). A decision to grant permission was made on 15th March 2006. As indicated during the presentation South Dublin County Council will now hold the site available for 12months from the date of decision to grant permission. IDA Ireland have commenced marketing the site to the appropriate clients.

The Report circulated for information was noted.”
The Minutes were NOTED.

(C/0559/06) ARTS, CULTURE, GAEILGE, EDUCATION & LIBRARIES SPC,  28TH SEPTEMBER 2006 – (i) REPORT OF MEETING 28TH SEPT, (ii) MINUTES OF MEETING HELD 25TH MAY 06
The reports by the Manager, which had been circulated, were CONSIDERED:

(i) Report of Arts, Culture, An Gaeilge, Education & Libraries Strategic Policy Committee Held on 28th September 2006 in the Council Chamber

“Attendance

Members                     


Officials

Cllr M Ardagh



P Smith, Director of Community Services

Cllr G Cullen                                 
B. Coman, Senior Executive Officer

Cllr C Keane



N Gaynor Arts Assistant

Cllr J Neville                                  
C Orr, Public Art Coordinator

Cllr S O’Connor


O Scannell, Arts Officer

 B O Gabhin                   



J Fay                                              

APOLOGIES

Cllr J. Hannon 

Cllr G O’Connell

Cllr J Lahart

As An Cathaoirleach Cllr. J. Hannon was unable to attend Proposed by Cllr J. Neville Seconded by Cllr G Cullen and agreed that Cllr M Ardagh preside as Cathaoirleach for the meeting.

· Minutes of meeting of 25th May 2006 – Proposed by Cllr J. Neville and seconded by Cllr. S. O’Connor and agreed.

· Matters Arising – Agreed that any matters arising were on agenda for the meeting.
· Farmers Market - Update

An update report on progress was given by B. Coman to the meeting and outlined difficulties regarding recruitment of a Manager of the Market.

Other avenues are currently being pursued and the members will be kept informed of developments. 

· Arts Centre update

A report on progress in relation to this report was given to the meeting.

Shortlisting under way and should be completed within the next couple of weeks.

· Draft Youths Arts Policy 

O Scannell Arts Officer presented the report which was circulated. The Members welcomed the presentation.


Following a debate to which Cllrs J. Neville, S. O’Connor, M. Ardagh contributed the report was noted.

Also noted the positive effect that the policy can potentially have in providing an alternative to those involved in ASB.

http://intranet/cmas/documents/93270_Youth%20Arts%20Presentation.ppt
6. Appointments to In Context 3 Per Cent for Art Programme

A report was circulated and presented to the meeting by C. Orr on recent appointments. It was announced that the official launch would be on 6th December 2006.

Following debate to which Cllrs J Neville, C. Keane, M Ardagh, and G Cullen and J Fay contributed the Members welcomed the presentation and noted the report.

7. Rapid Development Officers

A report on these recent appointments was circulated and presented to the meeting by O. Scannell, Arts Officer – Tallaght and North Clondalkin. It is a two year programme and O. Scannell outlined details of the youth project programme they will be involved in. Agreed that the project will aid combating ASB in these areas.

Following discussion to which Cllrs J. Neville and C. Keane contributed to the report was noted.

8. SDCC Artist Bursary Awards 2006

O. Scannell, Arts Officer presented a report indicating the recipients of the 2006 Bursary Awards as circulated. In particular specific mention was made on the new awards :– 

Certificate in Youth Arts – as certified by NUI Maynooth and 

Project Award in Amateur, Voluntary and Community Arts.

Following debate to which Cllrs M Ardagh and C Keane and J Fay contributed the report was noted 

The meeting then ended at 7pm”
The report was NOTED.

(ii) Minutes of Arts, Culture, An Gaeilge, Education & Libraries Strategic Policy Committee Held on 25th May 2006 in the Council Chamber

“Attendance

Members

Cllr J Hannon


Officials

Cllr M Ardagh


P Smith, Director of Community Services

Cllr G Cullen                                  B. Coman, Senior Executive Officer

Cllr C Keane



A.Nic Donnacha
Cllr J Neville



O Scannell, Arts Officer

Cllr G O’Connell


C Orr, Public Art Coordinator

J Fay                                              

An Cathaoirleach Cllr. J. Hannon presided.

· Minutes of meeting of 16th February 2006 – Proposed by Cllr J. Hannon and seconded by Cllr. J. Neville and agreed.

· Matters Arising – Agreed that any matters arising were on agenda for the meeting.
· Farmers Market - Update

An update report on progress which had been circulated was discussed to which all the members contributed. Questions were raised in relation to the standard, quality, management and control of the proposed Market at High Street and responded to by P.Smith and B.Coman. It was also reiterated that the preferred location is in the Cultural Quarter at the Council offices but having regard to lack of availability at this location for a period due to proposed construction works it was agreed that the location of the Market in the interim be High Street and aim towards a start date in September 2006.  

Proposed by Cllr J. Hannon, Seconded by Cllr M. Ardagh and agreed that:

 “the report on the Farmers Market be accepted and recommended to the Council and two members of the SPC be approved to act as members of the management working group with the High Street Management Group.”

In this regard, Cllr C. Keane, Proposed by Cllr G. Cullen, Seconded by Cllr G. O’Connell and Cllr J. Neville, Proposed by Cllr M. Ardagh, Seconded by J. Fay be selected as representative members of the Arts, Culture, An Gaeilge, Education and Libraries Strategic Policy Committee.

Proposed by J. Fay, Seconded by Cllr C. Keane and agreed 

“that the Market be named “South Dublin County Council Farmers Market Tallaght.”   

· Arts Centre update

A report on progress in relation to this report was presented. The members were advised the advertisement for submissions re expressions of interest was entered into the EU Journal as required.

The Members welcomed the report and the report was noted

· Per Cent for Art – In Context 3 Report

C. Orr presented an overview of progress in the Per Cent for Art programme to date and outlined the final stages of the selection of the artists to be awarded the commissions.

The Members welcomed the presentation.


· Templeogue Sculptural Commission

A report was presented to the meeting by C.Orr and O. Scannell on the position re location, artist and sculpture selected.

Following debate the Members welcomed the presentation.

· Draft Guidelines for the Delivery of Public Art in Private Developments 

A report on the Draft Guidelines was presented by O. Scannell, Arts Officer particularly on the mechanisms proposed for such delivery and the commissioning process to which the members contributed. It was agreed that the Public Art Steering Group prepare an annual report on progress with delivering public art in private developments and be presented to this Strategic Policy Committee and the County Council.

8. Fused ‘06

O. Scannell, Arts Officer presented a report on the forthcoming SDCC Arts Festival to run from 15th July to 22nd July 2006.

The report outlined the various events on the programme which is countywide ranging from visual arts, dance, literature and music to film.

The members congratulated O.Scannell and the Council for the exciting programme of events arranged.

· Seachtain na Gaeilge report.

· Ni Dhonnacha, Irish Officer, presented a report on the success of Seachtain na Gaeilge 2006 outlining the variety of events held and the enthusiastic support and attendance for the programme.

The members congratulated Aoileann for her input and the Council for the success of the programme.

· Anti-Social Behaviour

· Coman reported to the members on this issue and the need for all Strategic Policy Committees to be involved in forwarding ideas and actions to combat the problem.

Following much debate by the members at which they expressed their wish to maintain this item on the agenda for further meetings and debate a number of ideas were put forward for consideration in addition to an active outreach programme in accordance with the Council’s adopted Arts Development Strategy.

These included : - Graffiti/Urban Art/Mural Programme

                               Identify Youth Needs with a view to career long viability eg              Jockey Training/Apprenticeship, Motor Racing track

                               Events around the Halloween Theme eg Street Theatre and Arts Competition

Agreed that the matter be subject to further consideration and debate at next meeting.

· Any Other Business

Cllr Lahart had requested that the Council consider the identification of a suitable outdoor location for Artists to display and sell on a commercial basis their works similar to that at Merrion Square. It was agreed to investigate such a possibility and report back to the Committee at a further meeting.

The meeting concluded at 7.15 pm.”
The Minutes were NOTED.
(C/0560/06) 
REPORTS REQUESTED BY AREA COMMITTEES

It was NOTED that there was no report under this heading.  

(C/0561/06)
QUESTIONS 

It was proposed by Councillor E. Maloney, seconded by Councillor M. Daly and RESOLVED:

“That pursuant to Standing Order No. 13 Questions numbered Q1 to Q12 be ADOPTED and APPROVED.” 
(C/0562/06)  PRTB
QUESTION: Councillor M. Corr 


To ask the Manager to write to the PRTB requesting the following information relevant to this County:

1.   The number of complaints against tenants in Private Rented accommodation from neighbors suffering the ill effects of mis-management of properties owned by Private Landlords?

2.   The average length of time for all stages of a Dispute Resolution to be completed?

3.   When it is envisaged that the PRTB services will be available to the public by telephone outside of the hours of 10am till 12.30pm?


REPLY
A formal letter has issued to the PRTB setting out all of the queries raised and a reply is awaited.  As soon as this information is made available by the PRTB it will be forwarded to the Councillor as well providing information for the management of estates.  

(C/0563/06)
COUNCIL REPRESENTATION OF COMMUNITY/VOLUNTARY GROUPS
QUESTION: Councillor R. Dowds 
To ask the Manager to make a statement about the Council policy in relation to placing council officials on community and voluntary groupings? In his statement, could the Manager please define the role of Council staff on such groupings, the instructions given to them, and explain whether, or not, that role has changed in recent times?

REPLY
The County Council is represented by staff on numerous community and voluntary groups, to assist and advise in a representational role with the primary objective of supporting the relevant group in whatever way possible particularly their long term sustainability.

Representation is focussed on the service provision and general aims of the relevant group/organisation and the expertise that can be provided by the council nominee.

This has always been the case and there has been no change in their role. 

(C/0564/06)
OVERHEAD POWERLINES – HEALTH ISSUES
QUESTION: Councillor D. Keating 
To ask the Manager to report on the most up-to-date information health issues relating to overhead ESB Power Lines as agreed to my request at the May 2006 Council Meeting, and when will the Manager report to the Council by way of a Headed Item on this matter?
REPLY
A response from the Department of the Environment, Heritage and Local Government is awaited on this matter.   To date, the ESB has issued a response in which it is stated that ESB policy and practice with regard to transmission and distribution networks (i.e. lines, cables etc.) is in full compliance with the most up to date international guidelines and recommendations relating to public and staff EMF exposure.  Following receipt of the Department’s response a report will be prepared for the Council.
Link: Electric and Magnetic Fields in the Environment
(C/0565/06)   BALLYGADDY - CLONBURRIS STRATEGIC DEVELOPMENT ZONE
QUESTION: Councillor D. Keating 
To ask the Manager to report in detail on the second designation of Strategic Development Zoning lands in South Dublin County Council and very specifically to report in detail on the impact of resulting further traffic congestion if our transportation infrastructural problems are not firstly and comprehensively resolved prior to the development of any further high density development such as a second SDZ in South Dublin. The absence of a modern and comprehensive transportation system is currently causing the most chronic traffic congestion on our roads, the result of which is severe damage to the quality of life of the local residential community?
REPLY:

The Balgaddy-Clonburris Strategic Development Zone was designated by the Government on 31July 2006. The SDZ area is approximately 170 hectares (gross) in size and is bisected by the Dublin-Kildare railway line; the Grand Canal lies within its southern boundary. The area includes the two new rail stations at Fonthill Road and Kishoge planned as part of the upgrading of the Kildare Rail Line.

The County Council has a maximum of two years to prepare a draft Planning Scheme for the designated SDZ. This means that the draft Planning Scheme for Balgaddy-Clonburris must be prepared by 31 July 2008 at the latest.  When prepared, the draft Planning Scheme is required to be displayed for six weeks for written submissions or observations, and the County Manager is then required to submit a report on such submissions and observations no later than 12 weeks after giving notice of the draft Planning Scheme, for consideration by Council within a further six weeks.  Following the Council's determination of the Planning Scheme, any person who made submissions or observations in respect of the draft planning scheme may appeal the decision of the planning authority to An Bord Pleanála within four weeks. 

The County Council, with assistance from its Consultants Urban Initiatives, had already started work on drafting a Local Area Plan for lands at Balgaddy-Clonburris (Local Objective 26, County Development Plan 2004-2010) earlier this year and has undertaken pre-plan consultation with the local community and stakeholders during June/July 2006. This area includes the designated SDZ site. This work has been expanded to include the preparation of the Draft SDZ Planning Scheme. 

Preparation of the Planning Scheme for Balgaddy Clonburris includes a detailed transportation modelling exercise being undertaken by independent Consultants on behalf of the Council.  Any Planning Scheme will be subject to phasing to account for the delivery of required infrastructure, including transportation improvements.

It is planned to prepare the Draft Local Area Plan and Draft SDZ Planning Scheme by the end of 2006 enabling public consultation on the drafts to take place early in 2007. A briefing has been arranged for early October for local elected members to provide feedback on the pre-plan consultation carried out during the summer and update them on progress with preparing the draft plan.

(C/0566/06)
TRAFFIC CONGESTION
QUESTION: Councillor D. Keating
To ask the Manager to provide up-to-date and detailed reports on meetings and consultations that have taken place in recent times with the relevant authorities, including the Gardaí, Dublin Bus, the Toll Bridge Operators, Dublin Transportation Office  etc., including details of what innovative ideas and fresh thinking is being considered by these authorities in association with South Dublin County Council in the interest of maintaining the quality of life of the local residential community in helping to resolve the most severe, unprecedented and unacceptable levels of traffic gridlock on our roads?
REPLY:
The current level of congestion in the Lucan area is due to a number of factors additional to that associated with the general increase in traffic volumes noted countywide, i.e.

· Changes to the toll plaza introduced by NTR in April 2006 

· M50 Upgrade construction and associated traffic management measures 

· Opening of Laraghcon access at Lucan Bridge by Fingal Co.Co. 

· Other road construction projects in the area, e.g. Adamstown link road, ORR (Ballyowen link) 

· Ongoing residential and other development works with associated off-site traffic 

In addition, it should be noted that traffic congestion traditionally increases in the month of September at the end of the holiday period and when schools re-open, and the situation was further exacerbated this year by the Ryder Cup arrangements (now finished), including traffic accessing & exiting the north park & ride site at Weston Aerodrome.  

While major road & rail construction projects (mainly Transport 21-related) are scheduled to continue in the area in the short to medium term, relief will be provided ultimately as these projects are completed and come on line, e.g.

· Completion of Outer Ring Road and Adamstown link roads 

· Upgrading of Kildare Rail Line 

· Metro West 

· Lucan-City Centre LUAS line 

· Additional QBC measures in conjunction with the QBN Office. 

In the interim, the Roads & Traffic Department will continue to monitor and review progress, and meet with all of the Agencies listed above question,  jointly or severally as required, with a view to minimising disruption and preventing further congestion. Realistically, however, it must be acknowledged that the level of construction coupled with the volume of traffic means little real improvement can be achieved in the short-term.        
(C/0567/06)  PLANNING ENFORCEMENT
QUESTION: Councillor T. McDermott
To ask the manager to report on the effectiveness of the Enforcement Function within the various SDCC Departments, detailing the number of cases investigated and their outcomes for the years 2004, 2005 and 2006, such report to include the number of resources deployed in enforcement activity by department / function, the performance measurement employed and would he make a statement on the matter in light of the impact of the constraints in employing additional staff?
REPLY:
Upon receipt of a written complaint in relation to alleged unauthorised development in relation to planning matters, Planning Enforcement investigate the matter fully and take any enforcement action deemed necessary in each case. 

 A file is opened on each address that is subject to a complaint.  On average each enforcement file contains in excess of 3 complaints, from separate complainants. 

The figures below relate to all alleged unauthorised development in relation to planning and not just those cases where there was a grant of Planning Permission that has not been complied with. 

                      

2003     2004        2005          2006(Jan - Sept.) 

 No. of files opened

 
283          276          418          
366                                       

(Each file may consist of multiple
 complaints received) 
 No. of S.152 Warning Letters             
306          269          346           409 

No. of S154 Enforcement Notices        
271          216          152*          177 

No. of Enf. Notices Complied with        
  92            48            61             32 

 

No. of successful legal actions taken
                                                              
2003        2004        2005        2006(Jan -Sept.) 

 District Court (inclusive of convictions, 
Agreed Strike Outs and Undertakings)    
       45             35           14           11** 

 
Circuit Court (Orders & Appeals upheld)          4                1            2             0 

High Court 

(Orders & Committal & Attachment)               3                2             4             0 

  Total Number of Personnel within                 10              10            11           13*** 

 Planning Enforcement Section                                                                       
As can be seen from the tables above the volume of planning enforcement activity continues to rise.  It remains the objective of the Enforcement Section, in accordance with Planning and Development legislation, the Council's Corporate Plan and the Planning Department's Operational Plan to continue providing an efficient and effective enforcement service.

The information as set out in the above tables is similar to that provided to the Department of the Environment, Heritage and Local Government by Planning Enforcement under the National Service Indicators.  In a comparison table of Planning Enforcement activities nationally, South Dublin county Council is well above average in terms of the investigation of unauthorised development and the enforcement of Planning and Development legislation.

Notes 

 * The number of cases proceeding to District Court hearings in 2005 was affected by a High Court Decision on 18.03.2005 (Dundalk Town Council-V-Bill Lawlor).  This related to the requirements of a S154 Enforcement Notice dealing with works to be carried out and the time specified for compliance in the Notice.  Thus the issuing of any new Enforcement Notices and the taking of prosecutions was put on hold during part of 2005 pending the receipt of Counsel’s advice on the implications of the High Court case.  The issuing of S154 Notices has resumed in accordance with advice received. 

It was also decided that more complex cases should be dealt with under S160 in the Circuit/High Courts where evidence is provided by affidavit.
** This figure does not include 21 cases pending at the end of September 2006 in the District Court 

*** Includes 3 part-time staff.  It should also be noted that a third Planning Inspector has been employed to expedite the carrying out of inspections and the preparation of reports on unauthorised development. 
(C/0568/06) 
SECTION 180 OF PLANNING AND DEVELOPMENT ACT, 2000
QUESTION: Councillor E. Tuffy 
To ask the Manager if he will provide a report on the manner in which a vote/plebiscite of registered electors under Section 180 of the Planning and Development Act should be organised and overseen for it to be valid for the Council to act upon the result in accordance with the Section of the Act concerned?

REPLY:
Section 180 of the Planning and Development Act, 2000 allows the residents of an estate to request that the Council take the roads, services and open space of unfinished estates in charge. 

This section has not been used by this Council where a request had not been received to take an estate in charge.  Accordingly no written policy has been adopted in relation to such estates. 

While no formal request has been received to date under Section 180 of the Planning & Development Act, 2000, an initial enquiry has been received from the residents of one estate in the Council regarding the process involved in holding a plebiscite under Section 180 of the Act.  This matter is being followed up by the Planning Department.
Section 3 (a) of the Planning & Development Act, 2000 states “The planning authority may hold a plebiscite to ascertain the wishes of the qualified electors”. 
Section 3 (b) “The Minister may make or apply any regulation prescribing the procedure to be followed by the Planning Authority in ascertaining the wishes of the qualified electors”

An enquiry was made recently to the Department of Environment, Heritage and Local Government regarding Section 3 (b) above and the Council was informed that no regulations were in place under this Section of the Act.  However the Department issued a circular letter PD 1/06 dated 25th January, 2006 headed  “Taking in Charge of Housing Estates/Management companies” suggesting that each authority develop a policy on taking in charge. 
In the event of a request under Section 180 of the Planning & Development Act 2000 being received the process involved for a plebiscite under the Local Government Regulations 1956, Section 78 of the Local Government Act 1946 (as amended), may be relevant ,subject to legal advice.  It is suggested that the development of a policy in relation to such estates be referred to the Strategic Policy Committee.

However, it will be necessary to examine the planning permission which applied to the estate involved, to determine the extent of the boundaries of the estate in question as the procedure can only apply to the service area within the permission. 

(C/0569/06)
STAFF EMBARGO
QUESTION: Councillor E. Tuffy 
To ask the Manager for a report on the effect on the delivery of the Council's services of the embargo on the recruitment of additional staff in a County with a rapidly increasing population and consequent increase in demand for services?
REPLY:


A staffing embargo has been imposed by the Department of the Environment, Heritage and Local Government on employment levels in local authorities since 2003. In view of this and in line with recent Social Partnership Agreements i.e. Sustaining Progress & Towards 2016 a number of initiatives have been put in place to drive forward a change management agenda that makes more efficient use of staff and financial resources. 

The management of information is fundamental to achieving this goal and an Information Strategy is in place that is driving office automation and staff development projects where the focus is on customer service and the redirecting of staff resources, that is creating a more dynamic and responsive organisation. To allow the organisation to promote a rapid response to changes in our operational environment a significant investment in change and modernisation has resulted in a wide range of developments which include:

· Enhanced Customer Care Centre

· Council Meetings Application System

· Membersnet

· Pressnet

· Time and Attendance staff system

· On-line Electoral Register

· Document Management System

· Roadworks application and monitoring

· Automated Business to Business

· Business Process Improvement

· Automated salaries/wages system

· Performance Management Development System

· Property Path

· On-line Bill Payments systems

· On-line planning system

· Community – Connect on-line

· Greater staff mobility

· Development of Performance Indicators

· Customer Service Action Plan

· Practical Management System

In relation to improving spatial planning and the creation of a quality built environment we have developed a comprehensive schedule of all projects (184 valued at €1 billion) through adapting an interagency approach resulting in a more efficient and fast tracking projects management. We have also developed an approach to addressing anti social behaviour through a multi agency approach, the delivery of the County Development Board Strategy, the use of the Council’s expertise in technology to drive a community education project in conjunction with the Department of Education and the successful development and delivery of a young Traveller employment programme which is now being used as a model for a national project. 

In 2006 payroll costs will be in the region of €76 million representing 28% of the overall revenue budget. Considerable efforts will continue to be made to reduce overall inefficient work practices and overheads. To ensure the organisation is obtaining value for money a range of initiatives to enhance the level of service delivery in return for benchmarking are currently being progressed through discussions with the Trade Unions and the Partnership at Work Committee.

Notwithstanding these ongoing initiatives it is accepted that most organisations could do with additional resources from time to time to cope with increasing challenges. It is imperative, however, that we can demonstrate and satisfy ourselves that we do in fact utilise to the maximum all of our existing resources.

(C/0570/06)
AFFORDABLE HOUSING
QUESTION: Councillor E. Tuffy
To ask the Manager if he will provide information on the following: (a) How many applications have been received for Council's Affordable Housing programme since 1 January 2005 (excluding houses provided under the Sustaining Progress Initiative)?, (b) How many of the applicants have been approved as eligible in the same period?, and (c) How many approved applicants have been allocated Affordable Units?  

REPLY
Since January 2005 a total of 830 affordable housing applictions have been received. Of that amount 769 were approved and 364 have subsequently purchased affordable units.
These were in addition to the 193 Units sold through the Property Path to applicants under the Affordable Housing Initiative this year. 
(C/0571/06)
SHELTERED HOUSING
QUESTION: Councillor E. Tuffy
To ask the Manager for an updated report on projects in which the Council is currently involved with external organisations such as Housing Associations to provide sheltered housing for older people, including information on the location of the projects, or potential projects, in the County?


REPLY:
Proposals for sheltered housing schemes are currently being developed by the Council in partnership with voluntary housing associations, while a number of sheltered schemes are being provided directly by the Council including the new and refurbished units at Liscarne, Clondalkin and New Road, Clondalkin (which will be suitable for independent living).    In addition, the Council encourages the provision of a broad mix of house types and unit types in all the larger schemes being designed or developed together with an appropriate and sustainable tenure mix to reflect the varied housing needs of the County.
There are proposals for the provision of 51 units of sheltered accommodation for the elderly as part of the Part V requirement included in the planning permission for a residential development on the site of the former Eircom Training Centre, Wainsfort Road, Terenure.    It is likely that the units will be managed on behalf of the Council by a Voluntary Housing Association with the relevant expertise required to manage such a facility.    
It is proposed that the sheltered units will consist of the following:
13 No. 2 Bedroom 4 person units
22 No. 2 Bedroom 3 person units
15  No. 1 Bedroom 1/2 person units
1 No. Caretaker unit
While each suite is a self contained unit, with dedicated kitchen, bathroom and living area, the project will also incorporate shared facilities including a communal dining room and kitchen, laundry service, medical treatment room, and specially equipped assisted bathrooms.   The facility is designed to allow elderly persons maintain their indpendence for as long as possible, while providing in-house care facilities as required.    It is envisaged that the accommodation will provide for a mix of independent, semi-independent and fully supported accommodation and the configuration of the different client groups to be accommodated will be subject to discussion with the voluntary housing association selected to manage the project.
The Council is currently in discussions with Fold Housing Association in relation to the proposed management of 35 units of sheltered accommodation for elderly people as part of a commercial/residential development at Whitestown Way Tallaght.   Further details of that project will be made available to the Members when it has been further developed.
Proposals are currently being developed for the provision of a number of sheltered housing units as part of the Part V provision in respect of a  development at College Park, Terenure.    Further details of the project will be made available to the Members when it has been  further developed.
(C/0572/06)
PLANNING DEPARTMENT

QUESTION: Councillor K. Warren
 To ask the Manager if South Dublin County Council will establish a new post of responsibility within the Planning Department which would give advice to local groups and residents where a major development is being proposed, if he is aware that Dublin City Council have employed 2 planning officials to head up such a unit to help residents and groups within the City Council area, if he would discuss this development with Dublin City Council and make a statement on the matter?


REPLY:
The staff of the Planning Department are most familiar with and best placed to give assistance to local groups and residents where planning issues are concerned.  The staff of the department’s various sections – Forward Planning, Development Control, Enforcement, Bonds & Contributions – interact on a daily basis with local groups and residents relating to a wide range of planning issues including new and listing area plans / planning applications / decisions / appeals / enforcement cases etc.  Staff are best placed to clarify the contents of plans, the processes involved in determining a planning application, the stage at which an enforcement case is at.  However as in all areas of planning, staff must act impartially and in accordance with the decision making processes set out in the Planning & Development Acts.  Thus if local groups or individuals are concerned about a particular planning issue they may need to seek independent planning advice from an appropriate professional eg. planning consultant, architect, engineer.

Given that staff from across the sections of the Planning Department are the best placed to clarify matters in their particular area of planning which can change on a daily basis for members of the public it is not considered appropriate to employ one or more additional staff to perform this function. 

(C/0573/06)  REGISTER OF ELECTORS

QUESTION: Councillor K. Warren 
To ask the Manager to make a statement concerning the recent work of Council staff in relation to the compilation of the electoral register, to state the total number of changes as either by way of deletions or amendments to the existing Register that have occurred as a result of the preparatory work for the compilation of the Register for 2007/2008, and if he will make a statement on the matter? 


REPLY:


In July this year the Minister for the Environment, Heritage and Local Government announced a package of measures aimed at assisting registration authorities to secure significant improvements in the accuracy and comprehensiveness of the Register in advance of the General Election next year.  The measures announced included the undertaking of an intensive electoral register campaign in 2006.

In addition to the Council’s existing Register Inspectors 47 no. additional fieldworkers were appointed and an intensive fieldwork campaign has been underway throughout the County since early August.  This involved door-to-door enquiries to every household in the County, twice if necessary, to verify details of eligible electors.  The fieldwork is now drawing to a close and an extensive amount of data has been collected.  This data is currently being inputted for processing to produce the Draft Register of Electors 2007/2008 on 1st November 2006.  Statistics will be made available after 1st November 2006.

(C/0574/06)  DECLARATION OF ROADS TO BE MADE PUBLIC ROADS
It was NOTED that there was no report under this heading.
(C/0575/06)
PROPOSED DISPOSAL OF PROPERTIES/ SITES
LD 1140 PROPOSED GRANT OF LEASE TO WESTON HOCKEY CLUB AT LOCK ROAD, BALLYOWEN. 
The report by the Manager, which had been circulated, was CONSIDERED:
“Weston Hockey Club are installing a synthetic surface on their pitch at Lock Road, Ballyowen, as outlined in red on indicative drawing LD 1140, which will be funded by the Club.  The Parks Department prepared a Part 8 to facilitate planning matters.  There were no objections or comments following the public consultation.  The Club will have a right of way (shaded yellow on indicative drawing LD 1140) for players to access the pitch in the same way that any person using the Council’s park or open space has a right of way to access the Council’s pitches subject to Council By Laws or other restrictions such as a Management Licence or Lease.

It is now proposed to grant a Lease to Weston Hockey Club for a term of 25 years subject to the following terms and conditions as set out by the Council’s Valuer:-

Lease in Respect of Proposed Hockey Pitch.  

Leased Property and Lease Fee.

1. That the Council shall grant the applicant on completion of the construction of a synthetic playing pitch (in accordance with a building licence agreement as per term no.4) a lease of the area outlined in red with an area of c. 0.694 acres on the attached map. This lease shall exclude the area comprising part of a public footpath. The lease shall be for a period of 25 years or a period to be agreed between the Council and the applicant.

2.
That the applicant shall be permitted access to the area outlined in red on the attached map via a right of way over the adjoining Council park. That the right of way shall be outlined in yellow on a map by the Council and shall form part of the leased area.

3. 
The annual lease fee shall be the sum of €20,000 (twenty thousand euro) and shall be subject to review at the end of every fifth year to the market lease fee. This lease fee shall be abated to the sum of €150 (one hundred and fifty euro) subject to the property being used for the purposes as per term no. 9. The abated lease fee shall be reviewed at the end of every fifth year on the basis of the increase in the consumer price index.


Building Agreement, Alterations and Improvements.

4. That the applicant (prior to the grant of a lease) or their contractor shall be granted a building licence to enter and construct a synthetic playing pitch on the area outlined in red on the attached map subject to the applicant  agreeing terms with the Council.   

5. That the Development shall be carried out in accordance with the permission granted by South Dublin County Council and the Lessee will comply at all times with the requirements of the Local Government (Planning and Development) Acts, 1963-2000, the Planning and Development Act 2000, the Building Control Act 1990, Building Regulations 1991-1994 and the Building Control Regulations 1997 and any amendments or re-enactments currently in force, or to be re-enacted in the future in respect of the said Acts and Regulations.

6. That any signage if permitted shall be subject to Council approval and shall be in accordance with the specifications of the Council’s Senior Parks Superintendent.

7.  That the applicant shall be prohibited from erecting any mast on the leased area.                                                                                 
                                                

8. That the applicant shall not carry out any alteration or development of the property or erect any structure or make any excavation without the prior written consent of the Council notwithstanding term no. 4.
Use

9. That the leased area shall be used solely by the applicant for the purpose of a non-profit making, community and recreational hockey club. In the event of it ceasing to be used for such purposes it shall revert free of charge to the Council or to the appropriate open market yearly lease fee as determined by the Valuer.

10. That the sale, manufacture or consumption of intoxicating liquor shall not be permitted in or about the leased area.

11. That the applicant shall at all times ensure the leased area is in such condition that it shall be an amenity to the neighbourhood and a place of pleasant resort and not to allow it to be used so to be a nuisance to persons resorting to it or to owners or occupiers of surrounding houses or members of the public. In particular, they shall not allow undue noise or commotion to emanate from the building at any time during it’s opening hours. 

12. That the applicant shall endeavour to make adequate provision for the use of the property by other sports clubs, local organisations and schools in the area at reasonable time and rates (to be agreed periodically, and in advance with the Council), subject to it being used in a proper manner, and subject to availability.  Furthermore, that any sports clubs, local organisations and schools that may be given use of the property must demonstrate that they and/or the users are adequately insured with their own policy of insurance for any such usage or events organised thereon.  The Lessee’s insurance should not be adversely affected by any such usage by third parties.

13. That the applicant shall ensure that no vehicles enter on the leased area at any time without the prior approval in writing of the Council save in the case of an ambulance in the case of an emergency.

14. That the applicant shall at all times maintain proper order and conduct on the leased and shall exclude there from any person or child whose conduct is not proper, orderly and decent.

15. That if the applicant allows hockey on the leased area comprising of a hockey pitch they shall take particular care that all such games are of a safe nature and so conducted as to ensure that no avoidable danger is caused to participants, spectators and other persons or to any property and that the Hockey Pitch and equipment used for such games are safe and in good order for the purpose for which same are used.  

16. That the applicant and the Council or any other party the Council permits shall have the right to operate the floodlighting.

17. That the applicant shall comply at all times with the requirements of all present and future Waste Management and Litter Pollution legislation.


Repair.

18. That the Council shall keep the property and surrounding area in a state repair and carry out all maintenance and repair.  An authorised Official of 
the Council shall be entitled to enter onto the property and carryout any works associated with repair or maintenance. 

19. That the Council shall reserve the right that at their discretion that the applicant shall become responsible for the maintenance and repair of the licensed area with the exception of the area comprising of the right of way and if so the applicant shall maintain the property to a standard that is satisfactory to the Council and shall keep the property in a good state of repair. That if the applicant becomes responsible for the maintenance and repair an authorised Council Official shall be permitted to enter onto the property at any time and view the state and condition of the property and if necessary prepare a schedule of dilapidations and the necessary works (if any) shall be carried out by the lessee within a reasonable period of time as stated by the Council. 
Alienation.

20.
That the applicant shall not sell, assign, grant any sub interests, sub-divide, alienate or part with the possession of the subject property without the prior written consent of the Council.

Insurance.

21. That the applicant shall indemnify the Council in the sum of €6.4million or such other sum as may be stipulated by the Council from time to time in respect of any claims for injury or damage to any person or property through the use of the leased area notwithstanding the provisions of term no. 12 and 23.

22. That the applicant shall insure and keep insured the property and every part there of the area outlined on map no. 1 in a sum equivalent to the full replacement value, at all times in the joint names of the Council and the applicant against loss or damage by fire or other cause in an established insurance office to be approved by the Council and to pay all premiums or such sum of money necessary for that purpose and within 7 days after the same has become payable to produce to the Council the policy or policies of such insurance and the receipt for every such payment. In the event of loss or damage by fire or other cause, the lessee is obliged to reinstate the property and every part thereof to it’s original state.


23. Any entity, organisations and schools that may be given use of the leased area must ensure that they are adequately insured with their own policy of insurance for any such events organised therein, that the applicant’s insurance should not be affected by any event which they have not directly organised or are directly involved with.


Other Charges.

24. The lessee shall be responsible with the exception of maintenance and repair of the leased area (subject to term no.19) for the payment of all 
outgoings including rates, charges, fees, electricity bills etc. that may become due on the premises during the period of the licence. The method of payment and calculation of these outgoings shall be agreed between the applicant and Council prior to the exchange to the exchange of contracts.

Termination.

25. That in the event of the Lessee failing to comply with any of the terms, conditions, warranties, covenants or the obligations and stipulations herein contained or becoming dissolved or going into liquidation, the Council may revoke this Agreement by giving the Lessee notice in writing to that effect or unless otherwise stated in such Notice, this agreement shall cease immediately upon such Notice having been given.

Provisions in respect of Right of way

26.
That in respect of the part of the leased area comprising of a right of way, terms No. 10,11,12, 13,14,15,16, 22 and 24 shall only apply to any use, activities or associations with the applicant and not to any use or activities unconnected to the club. 

Other
27. That the Lease shall include any amendments and/or other conditions as are deemed appropriate by the Council or Law Agent. 


28. That each party shall be responsible for their own costs in this matter.

29. That the Council shall retain a right to wayleaves for no consideration, through any lands included in the lease or any related areas, or lands to which it holds title, for any of it’s statutory purposes subject to the appropriate re-instatement of any lands so affected.


30. In the context of any future redesign or redevelopment of the adjoining 
       lands, that the Council shall have the absolute right for no consideration 
       to resume possession of the site (any buildings erected on it) and to 
                      relocate the lessee temporarily or permanently to an equivalent facility in 
       the locality.

Joe Horan

County Manager”
The report was NOTED.

(C/0576/06)
MANAGER'S REPORT ON THE VARIATION TO THE PROPOSED TALLAGHT TOWN CENTRE LOCAL AREA PLAN 
Mr. T. Doherty, Director of Planning presented the report.

http://intranet/cmas/documents/93500_H8%20Manager%20report%20variation_tallaght.pdf
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1.0 Introduction

Following consideration of the Tallaght Town Centre Proposed Local Area Plan at the

Council meeting on the 17th July 2006, the Elected Members made 40 amendments to the

Proposed Local Area Plan, one of which was considered to be a material alteration. This

amendment was as follows;
“That this Council amend the Tallaght Town Centre Master Plan to remove all new town

centre/residential zonings south of the N81 and that the Whitestown area keep its

industrial zoning as of the County Development Plan 2004 – 2010."
The proposed material alteration (variation) applies only to a small area in the

Whitestown Precinct, see area coloured light brown south of the N81 in the Precinct Map

in Appendix 1.
The purpose of this County Manager’s Report is:-
• To report on the written submissions receive following the public display of the

variation to the Tallaght Town Centre Proposed Local Area Plan;

• To set out the County Manager’s response to the issues raised in the submissions;

• To make recommendations on changes to the Tallaght Town Centre Proposed

Local Area Plan, as appropriate.
This Report forms part of the statutory procedure for the Local Area Plan as set out under

Section 20 of the Planning & Development Act, 2000 as amended.
2.0 Legislative Background and Requirements
Section 20(f) (i) of the Planning & Development Act 2000 as amended requires that not

later than 4 weeks after the end of the public display of the Variation of the Tallaght

Town Centre Proposed Local Area Plan, a Manager’s report must be produced in respect

of any submission/observations received in relation to the Variation and that the Report

must be submitted to the Elected Members of the County Council.
Section 20 (f) (ii) of the Planning and Development Act 2000 as amended states that the

Manager’s Report must: -
• List the persons who made submissions or observations;

• Summarise the issues raised by the persons in the submissions or observations;

• Contain the opinion of the manager in relation to the issues raised, and his recommendations in relation to the proposed variation or modification to the proposal, including any amendment to that proposed variation or modification he considers appropriate, taking account of the proper planning and sustainable development of the area, the statutory obligations of any local authority in the area and any relevant policies or objectives for the time being of the Government or of any Minister of the Government.
Section 20 (g)(i) of the Planning and Development Act 2000 as amended requires the

Members of the Planning Authority to consider the Manager’s Report and the proposed

variation or modification of the Tallaght Town Centre Proposed Local Area Plan.
The Proposed Plan will be deemed to be made or amended, as appropriate, with the

variation or modification proposed by the Members or the variation or modification as

recommended in the Manager’s Report, 6 weeks after the furnishing of the report, unless,

the Members, by resolution, having decided not to accept the Manager’s

recommendation, amend the original variation or modification proposed by them as they

consider appropriate.
3.0 Public Consultation Process

3.1 Key Stages in Preparation of the Tallaght Town Centre Proposed Local Area

Plan
The table below sets out the key public consultation stages leading up to the variation of

the Tallaght Town Centre Proposed Local Area Plan and the Manager’s Report on the

submission/observations received. The Council carried out an extensive public

consultation exercise prior to and during the preparation of the Plan. Prior to the

publication of the Tallaght Town Centre Proposed Local Area Plan, the Planning

Department carried out two phases of public consultation which sought firstly to establish

issues of relevance to Tallaght Town Centre and secondly to indicate proposed strategies

as to how the relevant issues could be addressed. All of the stages of the consultation are

on the Council’s website at the following address,
www.sdublincoco.ie/index.aspx?pageid=123&deptid=11&dpageid=664
Date 


Stage

January and February

2005


The first phase comprise of a series of Public Information

Evenings and Stakeholder meetings during February and March 2005. A total of 368 persons/organisations were invited to these meetings, broken down as follows:
• 175 Businesses and Enterprises

• 99 Community Groups

• 50 Residents Groups

• 18 Statutory Agencies

• 14 Landowners/Institutions

• 12 Transport Agencies/Interests
Advertisements were also placed in the Tallaght Echo on the 3rd

and 10th February 2005 in relation to the Information Evenings.

These advertisements clearly stated that the Information

Evenings were open to all. . Letters were set out between the 27th

January and 14th February 2005 to ensure a minimum of 2 weeks

notice for each respective Public Information Evening and

Meeting A total of 116 persons attended these Information

Meetings. Four public information evening meetings were held

on the 14th, 16th, 21stand 28th February 2005and three day-time

stakeholder information meetings were held on the 10th and 21st

February and the 4th March 2005. Upon conclusion, a report of

the issues raised in the Information Evenings was circulated to

the Elected Members and Management of South Dublin County

Council and all those who attended. A copy of the report was

also available on the Council website.
September and

October 2005   

The second phase of public consultation took place in September

and October 2005. This took the form of an exhibition of 
proposed strategies and possible solutions to those issues raised

in the 1st Phase Consultation. As in the 1st phase of public

consultation, a notice was published in the local newspaper,

advertised on the Council website and invitations sent out to 368

persons and organisations previously invited. The display of the

proposed strategies and possible solutions were exhibited in the

Council Headquarters in Tallaght and in Clondalkin and in the

Square Shopping Centre in Tallaght for the months of September

and October 2005. Public workshops were held in the Council

Headquarters and in the Tallaght Library Meeting Room which

were open to all to attend. An A3 booklet of the display boards

was available for public viewing in Tallaght Library and the

booklet could be purchased for 10. This booklet was also

available on the Council website.
27th March 2006 
An outline of the Tallaght Town Centre Proposed Local Area

Plan was presented to the Tallaght Local Area Committee Meeting.
10th April 2006 

The Elected Members of the Council made the decision to put the

Tallaght Town Centre Proposed Local Area Plan on display on

the 10th of April 2006.
13th April-24th May 
The Tallaght Town Centre Proposed Local Area Plan was put on

public display.
The statutory phase of public consultation of the Proposed Local

Area Plan and the Environmental Report commenced on the 13th

April and continued up to the 24th May 2006. On four days

during those 6 weeks, the display of the Proposed Local Area

Plan in the Council buildings was supported by Planners between

the hours of 11 a.m. and 8 p.m. to assist in answering queries.

During the remainder of the display, a Planner was available to

address those queries made by calling to the Planning

Department or by phone. A CD Rom of the Plan was provided

free of charge where people wished to consider it in their own

time and the Plan was accessible on the Council website.

June 2006 

All submissions and observations to the Tallaght Town Centre

Proposed Local Area Plan were acknowledged. The Manager’s

Report was prepared; the persons who made submissions or

observations were listed, the issues raised by the persons in the

submissions or observations were summarised and

recommendations were made by the Manager in relation to the

issues raised.
July 2006 

Following consideration of the Tallaght Town Centre Proposed

Local Area Plan at the Council meeting on the 17th July 2006, the

Elected Members made 40 amendments to the proposed Local

Area Plan, one of which was considered to be a material

alteration. The proposed material alteration (variation) applied

only to the Whitestown Precinct.
August 2006 

The Variation to the Proposed Tallaght Town Centre Local Area

Plan was displayed in the Council Headquarters from the 4th

August 2006 to the 1st September 2006 (inclusive). The Variation

was also available on the Council website.
4.0 Submissions to the Tallaght Town Centre Proposed Local Area Plan
List of persons who made submissions or observations and Summary of the issues

Raised
The persons, groups and organisations who made submissions on the Variation to the

Proposed Local Area Plan are listed below. The following report summarised the issues

raised in the submissions or observations and provides the Manger’s response. Following

an assessment of the relevant issues under Positive and Negative impacts of the proposed

Variation in Section 5, the Manager’s recommendation in relation to the proposed

Variation is then outlined.
* Submission No. 1: Kathleen Ryan
* Submission No. 2: John Spain Associates on Behalf of Aldi Stores
* Submission No. 3: Tom Phillips and Associates on behalf of Jacob Fruitfield
* Submission No. 4: South Dublin Chamber of Commerce
* Submission No. 5: Department of Defence
	Submission Summary 



	Submission Comment

	Submission No. 1: Kathleen Ryan
Supports the variation for the following

Reasons
Already sufficient zoned land in the

Development Plan and the Masterplan

	While there is a significant ammount of

land that can accommodate residential use

in the Tallaght Town Centre Local Area

Plan, the Plan does not propose specific

development like a planning application

would. Decisions to apply for permission

to develop are at the discretion of

individual landowners in the future. To

safeguard against too much residential

development, the Plan has set an upper

limit for apartments over the Plan period

(six years).



	Need to monitor and review the situation in

2009.


	The redevelopment of the Whitestown

Precinct is scheduled for Phase IV i.e. 2009

– 2012. Following a resolution by the

Elected Members, the Plan now has a

commitment to a review in 2009 in relation

to the number of residential developments

granted and built under the Plan and the

delivery of the key infrastructural

requirements. While the review will

concentrate on the Plan period starting in

2006, it will also include the developments

permitted between 2000 and 2006. The

process will be part of the statutory review

undertaken during the next Pre-

Development Plan Review.



	Will give the Council the powers to refuse

tower blocks.


	The height proposed for the Whitestown

Precinct is the same with or without the

proposed variation as the variation only

refers to use zoning.



	Variation is valid and in accordance with

the Development Plan.


	Noted.



	Submission No.2: John Spain Associates

on Behalf of Aldi Stores

Requests that the Council further amend

the Local Area Plan

An amendment is sought to recognise the

suitability of their clients site for discount

food-store development to serve the

surrounding area. Having sought site to

compliment their store on Belgard Road, a

planning application on their Whitestown

site was refused by the Council.


	The zoning of the Whitestown as

Employment and Enterprise does not

preclude a discount store. The planning

application was refused for the following

reason; “Having regard to the close

proximity of the proposed development to

the Killinarden and Aylesbury Local

Centres, it is considered that the proposal

would have a negative impact on the future

viability of these centres. To grant

permission for this proposal would

therefore contravene Policy S.1 at section

2.5.1 of the South Dublin County

Development Plan 1998 and would be in

contravention of the zoning objective of

both local centres which is 'to protect,

provide for, and improve local centre

facilities'.”



	Submission No. 3 : Tom Phillips and

Associates on behalf of Jacob Fruitfield

Requests the deletion of the proposed

variation for the following reasons

The reasons for rezoning, as argued

strongly in the previous submission, still

apply.

The consolidation of the Groups operation

to the Belgard Road site is designed to

ensure it’s continued viability and growth

and is considered essential in order to

protect employment (currently at 450

employees and with an annual payroll of

20 million euro).

The zoning as currently proposed will

diminish the potential value of the site and

as a consequence directly impact on the

viability of the Jacob Fruitfield Food

Group.

The viability of the Group is a proper

planning consideration as it is directly

related to the retention and creation of

employment.

The members concerns in relation to the

quality of any residential development can

be assured by the preparation of a detailed

Masterplan prior to any application.

Requests that the “error” in designating the

site in Map 5.2.2. for two storey

development should be corrected to read

four storey and thus allow for a six storey

gateway building

The submission is accompanied by a letter

from the Group Chief Executive stating that

the long term survival of this manufacturing

operation in a difficult environment is

dependant on strengthening their balance

sheet in order to allow them to invest in the

business to improve competitiveness (i.e.

equipment and training). The consolidation

of the Group on the Jacobs site will allow

the disposal of the Fruitfield site, reduce the

level of debt of the operating group and

generate the funds to finance the investment.

The letter indicates that the move has been

subject to comprehensive consultation with

their employees who are supportive of their

efforts to build the operation.

In relation to the potential loss of

employment on the Fruitfield site, it is

considered that the proposed emphasis on

medium intensity commercial/industrial use

will more than compensate for any localised

employment reduction arising from the 45

staff relocating to the Jacob site.


	The previous submission from the

consultants argued for an extended

residential zone, an increased plot ratio and an earlier phasing of the development than

was proposed in the Plan (the previous Plan

proposal was carefully considered and

aimed at a well balanced mix and phasing

which optimised the potential of the site in

the context of the overall Plan).

Noted.

Noted.

Noted.

Noted.

The Plan as originally circulated included

Map 5.2.2. indicating a height of two

storeys for the land between the N81 and

the Whitestown Road (apart from the

Arena site were the height was five

storeys). The Plan was accompanied by an

errata slip indicating that the building

height for this area should read four

storeys. The map on public display during

the consultation stage between the 13th

April and the 24th May 2006 reflected this

change as will the final version of the Plan

when published.

Noted.

Noted.



	Submission No. 4: South Dublin Chamber

of Commerce

Request that the Whitestown precinct

should not be removed from the plan for

the following reasons

Supports the mixed use classification and

high density mixed use being utilised in

the gateways to Tallaght town centre

areas, such as Whitestown. These areas

play a key role in defining and delineating

the town centre and their function and

development should be similar to the role

of the town centre.

Re-development of parts of Whitestown

offers an opportunity to increase

employment, in particular, in the service

industry. This would be in keeping with

the strategy of our County Development

Plan 2004 – 2010.

The opportunity to live and work in the

same area offers a boost to business and a

much higher quality of life for those

currently commuting several hours a day.

We need an additional population for

Tallaght Towncentre to be vibrant and

enriching. The 2006 census published last

month revealed that 4,000 less people are

living within 1 mile of the centre of

Tallaght than in 1996.


	The original Proposed Local Area Plan

envisaged Whitestown as primarily an

Employment and Enterprise area with only

part of the N 81 section allowing

residential development.

Noted.

Noted.

Noted.



	Submission No. 5:

Department of Defence

No objection subject to the

height restrictions as advised in

regards Casement Aerodrome

being adhered to.


	The heights of all development in the area

is governed by Council policy on Casement

Aerodrome as contained in Schedule 4 of

the County Development Plan 2004-2010.




5.0 Manager’s Recommendation
The proposed Tallaght Town Centre Local Area Plan is required to guide the future

development of Tallaght Town Centre over the period to 2012, i.e. for the next 6 years.

Development permitted during this period could be built over the period to 2016, i.e. over

the next ten years.

Given the statutory processes required for a Local Area Plan, including pre-plan

consultation which took place during February/March and September 2005, preparation

of a Strategic Environmental Assessment (SEA) report and proposed Plan consultation

during April-May 2006, it has taken more than 18 months to prepare the current proposed

Local Area Plan document, which now includes almost 40 proposed changes in response

to the most recent round of public consultation.

The Plan proposes making provision for high quality residential development on part

(approximately half of) the vacant ‘Fruitfield’ site on the southern side of the N81

adjoining the ‘Nestle’ site which is currently being developed, but on a strictly phased

basis. The eastern half of the Fruitfield site adjoins existing residential development and

will facilitate improved vehicular and pedestrian connections between the maturing

employment area of Whitestown across the N81 and the Town Centre. The extent of

residential development envisaged is a maximum of 4 storeys generally and this is

intended to be a scaling down from the adjoining development on the corner at the

junction of the N81 and Whitestown Way.

The Plan proposes phasing development of this area no earlier than 2009. The

proposed Plan commits to a mid-term review during 2009, which would allow the

decision to include the site in question to be reviewed in the light of ongoing levels of

development and infrastructure provision. This mid-term review of the Tallaght Plan will

coincide with the initial review of the County Development Plan, which must result in a

draft County Development Plan by the end of August 2009 i.e. in three years time.

The strong reasons for including the possibility of some residential development on the

site in question in the current proposed Plan, rather than postponing any consideration

until the Development Plan review in 2009 are as follows:-

· The proposed Plan must cover the next 6 year period and cannot be limited to 3

years. This is especially critical given the time it has taken to prepare a detailed

plan of this nature (i.e. 18 months +);
· If the site in question is not considered until 2009, the current proposed Plan

would more quickly become out of date and there would be no detailed Plan for

the site in place until the whole Plan could be fully reviewed again i.e. in 5-6

years time;
· Excluding a site that is seen as well located in most cases vacant and for which

there is currently considerable development pressure, limits the control the

Planning Authority may have i.e. given Regional Demand for housing, An Bord

Pleanala may grant permissions contrary to the County Development Plan (as at

St.Loman’s in Lucan), but would not be bound by the quality (unit size, security,

playground etc.) requirements of the proposed Plan. This would in turn

undermine the Plan as a whole;
· Including the site and phasing it in Plan, allows the Planning Authority to retain

greater control over when and how it may be developed. It is critical to note that

the order of phasing is both a lawful development plan objective and a valid, noncompensatable reason for refusal of planning permission. Simply excluding the

site is a weaker position that will ultimately result in uncertainty for several years;
· The proposed Plan includes a mid-term review, which coincides with the County

Development Plan review. This is a preferable means of addressing any

unexpected issues that may arise in the meantime;
· Having a phased plan in place will allow service providers such as the Department

of Education and the Health Service Executive to plan for future provision and

facilitate the time and scope to negotiate with landowners for sites and/or

floorspace for future facilities;
· Having a phased plan in place that is also dependent on infrastructure, i.e. roads,

may result in landowners actually ensuring the provision of that infrastructure,

where possible, to allow them to develop at the appropriate point in time, i.e.

when phased;
· Planning for the next 6 years on a phased basis offers more certainty to all i.e. the

community, landowners, developers, architects, An Bord Pleanala and avoids

short-term uncertainty that would otherwise arise.
It is for the above reasons that it advised that the Plan not be amended as proposed

in the Variation.

6.0: APPENDIX 1
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Whitestown Precinct:
A discussion followed with contributions from Councillors M. Daly, J. Neville, C. Jones, M. Corr, J. Daly, J. Hannon, M. Murphy, C. Keane, E. Walsh, T. McDermott and K.Warren , C. King and E. Maloney.  The general discussion was disrupted by Councillor M. Murphy and the Mayor requested Councillor M. Murphy to withdraw offensive remarks made or leave the meeting.
This led to disorder in the Chamber and the Mayor called for a ten minute recess at 4.55pm at which time the meeting was adjourned.

When the meeting resumed Councillor M. Murphy refused to withdraw the remarks.
Mr. B. Hickey, Head of Corporate Services drew the attention of the Members to Standing Order No. 40.

It was proposed by, Councillor A. White seconded by Councillor M. Corr  
“That Councillor M. Murphy leave the meeting”. 
It was AGREED that a roll call vote would be taken and the result was as follows:

FOR: 22 (twenty-two) 
Councillors M. Ardagh, M. Corr, G. Cullen, J. Daly, R. Dowds, T. Gilligan, B. Gogarty, J. Hannon, C. Jones, C. Keane, D. Keating, J. Lahart, S. Laing, E. Maloney, T. McDermott, J. Neville, G. O’Connell, T. Ridge, E. Tuffy, E. Walsh, K. Warren and A. White.
AGAINST: 3 (THREE) 
Councillors C. King, M. Murphy, S. O’Connor.

ABSTAIN: 1 (ONE) 

Councillor M. Daly.

The motion was PASSED and Councillor M. Murphy left the Chamber.

The business of the meeting resumed and the discussion continued with contributions from Councillors E. Maloney, M. Daly, M. Corr, J. Hannon, T. Gilligan and J. Neville.
Mr. J. Horan and Mr. T. Doherty responded to the Members queries.

It was proposed by Councillor E. Maloney, seconded by Councillor A. White and RESOLVED:

“That the Tallaght Area Plan be made incorporating all variations made at the County Council Meeting of 17th July 2006, and without the incorporation of the variation the subject of the public display from 4th August to 1st September 2006 inclusive.”
It was AGREED that a roll call vote would be taken and the result was as follows:
FOR: 20 (TWENTY) 
Councillors M. Ardagh, M. Corr, G. Cullen, J. Daly, R. Dowds, T. Gilligan, J. Hannon, C. Jones, C. Keane, D. Keating, J. Lahart, S. Laing, E. Maloney, J. Neville, G. O’Connell, T. Ridge, E. Tuffy, E. Walsh, K. Warren and A. White.

AGAINST: 4 (FOUR) 
Councillors M. Daly, C. King, T. McDermott, and S. O’Connor.

ABSTAIN: 1 (ONE) 
Councillor B. Gogarty.

The motion was PASSED.

(C/0577/06)
REPORT ON PROPOSED VARIATION OF SOUTH DUBLIN COUNTY COUNCIL DEVELOPMENT PLAN 2004-2010 FOR LANDS AT TALLAGHT WEST SWIMMING POOL/SPORTS COMPLEX
Mr. T. Doherty presented the report.

“Background 
The Council undertook a Part 8 process for the development of a new West Tallaght Sports and Leisure Centre, “comprising a 25 metre Swimming Pool, complete with changing village, viewing area and café and a new Sports Hall and Leisure Centre with changing and ancillary sports facilities including the provision of external changing rooms, carparking, associated landscaping and site works at the junction of Cheeverstown Road and Fortunestown Way, Jobstown, West Tallaght, Dublin 24.  To build an infill housing development along the adjoining edges of Jobstown Park consisting of 52x2 bed. apartments in a mixture of two and three storeys and ancillary car parking”. 

The Manager’s report on submissions and a recommendation to proceed with the proposal was noted at the meeting of the County Council on 14 April 2003. 

The development of part of the swimming pool and leisure centre lands for residential development was embodied in the West Tallaght Study, June 2003.  The development of part of the lands for residential use was part of the comprehensive package for the provision of the swimming pool and associated facilities. 

Description of Lands  
The subject area (circa 1.8 ha ) is located at the junction of Cheeverstown Road and Fortunestown Way, which forms the eastern corner of lands zoned ‘F’ in the South Dublin County Development Plan 2004-2010 – ‘To provide for Open Space and Recreational Amenity’’.   The subject lands are not currently used as open space and are part of the construction site for the new swimming pool and leisure centre.  

The adjoining lands to the north consist of playing pitches and open space.  The subject lands are separated from adjacent residential areas to the east and south by distributor roads and wide grass margins, or localised open space, adjoining these roads.   In addition, the layouts of the adjacent residential estates are configured so that these dwellings do not overlook the open space and recreational lands. 

Considerations
The existing playing fields and new sports facilities under construction are vulnerable to anti-social behaviour largely because the area is not under the type of surveillance afforded by residential development which directly overlooks public areas.  It is considered that residential use to overlook the sports complex and the adjoining playing pitches would significantly enhance the security and amenity of these community facilities. 

It is considered appropriate, therefore, to change the current zoning on the construction site from ‘F’ – ‘To provide for Open Space and Recreational Amenity’ to ‘A’ – ‘To protect and/or improve residential amenity’ (see attached map).   This change is made by means of a Variation of the Development Plan.  It is noted that the residential use was agreed in principle by the Council as part of the Part 8 process in 2003. 

A Variation to the Development Plan is recommended to ensure that the policies and standards of the “A” (residential) zoning objective, as set out in the Development Plan, can apply on this site.  These standards refer to such factors as density, housing type, private open space etc.. 

Summary of procedures regarding the variation of a Development Plan
A variation of a Development Plan is provided for under Section 13 of the Planning & Development Act 2000 (as amended).  This includes –  

· Public advertisement.
· Notifications to the Minister for Environment, Heritage & Local Government and other authorities,  
· Public display for not less than 4 weeks,  
· Receipt of submissions/observations within the 4 week period, 
· Preparation of a County Manager ’s Report on these submission/ observations.  This Report to include the Manager’s response to the submissions/observations.  The report should be submitted to the Members within 4 weeks following the closing date for the receipt of submissions.  
· The proposed variation and the County Manager ’s Report to be considered by the Members within 6 weeks of the submission to them of the Manager’s Report.  
· A variation of a Development Plan shall have effect from the date the variation is made. 

Conclusion

At its meeting of 25th September 2006, the Tallaght Area Committee, noted the above report and recommended the initiation of the Variation Procedure.

It is now proposed to initiate a Proposed Variation of the South Dublin County Development Plan 2004-2010 to change the zoning of lands located at the junction of the Cheeverstown Road and Fortunestown Way from ‘F’ – ‘To provide for Open Space and Recreational Amenity’ to ‘A’ – ‘To protect and/or improve residential amenity’.”
A discussion followed with contributions from Councillors G. O’Connell, T. Ridge, C. King, J. Daly, J. Hannon, J. Neville, C. Jones, M. Daly, M. Corr, T. McDermott and E. Maloney.

Mr. T. Doherty responded to the Members queries.

It was proposed by Councillor E. Maloney, seconded by Councillor K. Warren and RESOLVED:

“That the  Proposed Variation of the South Dublin County Development Plan 2004-2010 to change the zoning of lands located at the junction of the Cheeverstown Road and Fortunestown Way from ‘F’ – ‘To provide for Open Space and Recreational Amenity’ to ‘A’ – ‘To protect and/or improve residential amenity’, be initiated.”
(C/0578/06) 
DRAFT ANNUAL FINANCIAL STATEMENT 2005


The report by the Manager, which had been circulated, was CONSIDERED:

“Section 108 of the Local Government Act 2001 requires that as soon as practicable after the preparation of an annual financial statement, such statement with a report on it by the manager, shall be made available to each member of the Local Authority.

A draft Annual Financial Statement for 2005 has now been prepared.  The report is contained in page 3 of the statement.

The draft Annual Financial Statement was noted by the Organisation and Procedure and Finance Committee at its meeting on 21 September 2006.

This document can be viewed at the following link.

http://membersnet.sdublincoco.ie/Departments/finance/afs/index2005.aspx”
The report was NOTED.

CORRESPONDENCE
(C/0579/06)  Letter, dated 14th September 2006 from Waterford City Council regarding motion passed calling on the Minister for Communications, Marine and Natural Resources to implement the recommendations of the report 'An Post - A New Vision'.

The above letter was NOTED.
(C/0580/06)
SKATE PARK
The following motion in the name of Councillor D. Keating was MOVED without discussion:

“That the Manager would report on progress made to resolve the residual works and issues causing the delay in the opening of the County's first Skate Park. Now that the substantive works have been completed for some considerable time, would the Manager seek a time-scale from the developers to complete the Skate Park so that it can be opened without further delays.”

REPORT:

“The pilot Skatepark in Griffeen Valley Park,Lucan ,following extensive local consultation with all relevant groups, was opened to the public in September. Further works on the installation of CCTV and a turnstile will continue and the operation of this new pilot facility is being monitored to determine the optimum system for operating it.”
The meeting concluded at 6:30 p.m.

(C/0581/06)
MOTIONS NOT REACHED
PART V REQUIREMENTS
Mayor's Business: Councillor E. Maloney
That this Council re-examine our policy on how builders/developers fulfill their Part V requirements, in relation to the provision of 3 or 4 bedroom houses.
WHITEHALL HOUSE

Mayor's Business: Councillor E Maloney 
That this Council supports the restoration of “Whitehall House” Kingswood, Tallaght which was for a period the home of poet Katherine Tynan.  The elected members urge the IRFU to indicate when work will commence on the house, which is in their ownership and is a protected structure (Ref: 179).

SITING OF PLANNING APPLICATION NOTICES
Councillor J. Lahart   

That the Council undertakes a review of the regulations governing the siting of planning application roadside public notices, particularly in light of obvious flaws relating to where a planning application may be lodged within an estate that directly affects residents to the rear of that house but located in a different estate. 

HOUSING ESTATE NAMES IN IRISH

Councillor S. O'Connor   

That this Council will adopt a policy of using the Irish Language in the naming of all new housing estate developments. 

DISPOSAL OF ‘END OF LIFE’ VEHICLES 

Councillor R. Dowds   

That this council approves the following change to the disposal of 'end of life' vehicles:-

a)  That the €50 charge be scrapped.

b)  That a sum of perhaps €200 be paid to people who bring a car to an 'end of life’ unit.

 INTEGRITY OF COUNCIL’S PLANNING FILES
Councillor T. McDermott
That that the Members discuss the process to secure the integrity of the Council's planning files and call on the Manager to improve it in light of recent failures by the Council to fulfill its obligations in this regard. 
COMMUNITY FORUM AND COMMUNITY PLATFORM
Councillor G. O’Connell 

That this Council values the role and contribution of the Community Forum and Community Platform and will positively support them by holding at least one conference per annum dealing with issues of concern to the community and voluntary sector to which the executive from both organisations, as well as the elected members of the Council be invited and by  providing each organisation with a full time support worker and by including both organisations on the relevant invitation list for council events.

WATER LEISURE STRATEGY
Councillor D. Keating 

That the Manager would report on the initial stages of the Review of the Water Leisure Strategy specifically regarding the provision of the outstanding Swimming Pools.  Would the Manager also set out in detail his intentions to ensure that the necessary funding is available in the case of government funding not being made available.
COUNCIL PLAY OFFICER
Councillor E. Tuffy 
That in the light of the UN Convention on the Rights of the Child to which Ireland has signed up, and which includes the right of the child to engage in play and recreational activities appropriate to the age of the child, and the onus  the National Children's Office, the National Children's Plan and the National Play Policy place on local authorities to provide for children exercising this right, this Council should appoint a Play Officer as it is required to do under the National Play Policy.
ANIMAL RESCUE GROUPS
Councillor M. Ardagh

That the Manager review the criteria for animal rescue groups that entitles them to have fees waived: 

· Confirmation of an organisation's status as a registered charity. 

· Confirmation of planning permission to operate a dog pound facility 

· Copy of a current General Dog License 

· Names of the nominated individuals, approved by the organisation to collect dogs on behalf of the organisation 

as not every animal rescue group is a registered charity,  no rescue centres have permission to operate a dog pound as these are rescue centres and not every animal rescue have premises and many volunteers operate from their homes and will he give a report on the matter.
RENEWABLE ENERGY SOURCE
Councillor C. Keane 
That this Council recommends that South Dublin County Council reduce the use of fossil used fuel by switching to a renewable energy source.
ILLEGAL DOMESTIC CLOTHING COLLECTIONS
Councillor J. Lahart
That this Council, in order to combat the proliferation in illegal domestic clothing collections;
investigates the possibility of introducing bye-laws which oblige all collectors to clearly identify their company/organisation name , address, landline and other relevant company/organisation/charity number details, together with the relevant tax clearance details;
and inter alia introduces severe penalties for those collectors and residents who knowingly breach these regulations;

organises a publicity campaign to alert householders to any proposed changes

and examines best practice in this regard.

COUNCIL HOUSES – BUY BACK

Councillor R. Dowds
That South Dublin County Council adopt a policy whereby our County Council would purchase back houses in Council estates from elderly residents in return for them moving into rented sheltered accommodation.

TAKING IN CHARGE OF ESTATES
Councillor C. Keane
That this Council agrees to draw up a policy as per circular PD1 of 2006 from the Minister reminding planning authorities of their legal obligation imposed by section 180. The circular also stated that planning authorities must establish a policy for the completion and taking in charge of estates, and (b) that it include a policy on management companies.
PROVISION OF SOCIAL AND AFFORDABLE HOUSING
Councillor E. Tuffy 
That in view of the enormous barriers facing young people in securing their own homes in South Dublin, due to rampant inflation in house prices in every part of the County and the failure of Government to adequately resource the provision of Social Housing and Affordable Housing, this Council re-affirms its commitment to realising in practice the delivery of 15% of all housing in the County as Social and Affordable Housing under the Part V process and calls on the Manager to refuse to negotiate any departure from this requirement with any developer in the County.
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