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	COMHAIRLE CHONTAE ATHA CLIATH THEAS


	SOUTH  DUBLIN  COUNTY  COUNCIL


MINUTES OF MEETING OF THE TALLAGHT AREA COMMITTEE 

(Dealing with Community, Parks, Housing and Environment)
HELD ON 18th SEPTEMBER,  2006
PRESENT

	Councillors
	Councillors

	Corr, M
	King, C

	Daly, J
	Maloney, E

	Daly, M
	Murphy, M

	Hannon, J
	Neville, J

	Jones, C
	Warren, K


An Cathaoirleach, Councillor K. Warren presided.

OFFICIALS PRESENT

	Director of Community Services
	P. Smith

	Senior Executive Officers
	B. Coman, M. Coleman, M. O'Shaughnessy, J. Quinlivan, 

	Administrative Officers
	T. O Neill, C. Ward

	County Librarian
	I. Stobbard

	Senior Engineer
	D. Finch

	Senior Executive Parks Superintendent
	M. Keenan

	Senior Staff Officer
	J. Kelly

	Staff Officer
	K. Nicholls


T/623/06
CONFIRMATION AND RE-AFFIRMATION OF MINUTES

Minutes of Tallaght Area Committee Meeting held on 19th June, 2006 which had been circulated, were submitted and APPROVED as a true record and signed.  

It was proposed by Councillor K.Warren, seconded by Councillor M. Corr and RESOLVED:

“That the recommendations contained in the Minutes of the Tallaght Area Committee held on 19th June, 2006 be ADOPTED and APPROVED".

COMMUNITY BUSINESS

T/624/06
QUESTIONS

It was proposed by Councillor K. Warren, seconded by Councillor J. Neville  and RESOLVED:

“That pursuant to Standing Order No. 13, questions 1 - 4  be ADOPTED and APPROVED.”
T/625/06
BROOKFIELD COMMUNITY & YOUTH FACILITY
Question: Councillor Marie Corr 

"To ask the Manager to indicate the current status of the funding and planning of the Childcare element of the new Brookfield Community and Youth facility?"

Reply:

On the 29th August 2006, Messer’s Liam Wall Construction Ltd, were appointed to construct the childcare element of the New Brookfield Community and Youth facility, pending funding approval from Pobal, at a total contract price of €1,135,000 including VAT. The maximum grant available from Pobal is 1,000,000 Euro.

Arrangements are currently being put in place to appoint a design team to the Project. Preliminary works have started on the project.
T/626/06
TALLAGHT SWIMMING POOL
Question: Councillor Marie Corr

"To ask the Manager to indicate the likely opening date of the new Tallaght Swimming Pool, to also indicate insofar as is possible details of the operation of the pool with respect to opening hours, likely session costs, concessions to local groups, clubs etc and in addition to outline what point the redesign of the layout of the affected soccer pitches is at in relation to Jobstown Park?"

Reply: 

The Tallaght Swimming Pool is now nearing practical completion with a number of minor works to be completed. 

South County Dublin Leisure Services Ltd have been appointed to manage the facility on behalf of the Council and they will hold information sessions / forums with interested parties / groups / clubs etc prior to the opening of the facility, which will deal with such issues as membership and fees. 

South County Dublin Leisure Services Ltd will also shortly begin testing of the plant and machinery and will also carry out on – site training for the staff to be employed at the centre. It is envisaged that the pool will open to the public, in the first week of November.

The Parks Department is planning to provide two new soccer pitches at the junction of the Cheeverstown Road/Cookstown Road to replace the one pitch lost as a result of the construction of the new swimming pool at Jobstown Park.  In relation to the completion of the major earthworks element of the pitch construction works, discussions are in progress with a contractor currently building apartments at Raheen Shopping Centre, which directly adjoins the site. If agreement can be reached with the contractor on the completion of these works and subject to suitable weather and ground conditions, it may be possible to have work commenced on the pitches in the next couple of weeks.
T/627/06
BALLYCRAGH PARK – COMMUNITY CENTRE

Question: Councillor Catriona Jones  

"To ask the manager to name all of the possible locations for the Community Centre planned within Ballycragh Park?"

Reply: 

Agreement was reached between Community & Parks Department, Architects Department and the local development group, on the optimum location for the proposed Ballycragh Community Centre in December 2003.

The chosen site was seen as the most optimum site in terms of (1) accessibility  (2) the least visually impacting  (3) making a positive impact to the existing facilities in the park and (4) in terms of the current sources of light and background noise in the area, the most acceptable and (5) most cost effective. 

This location was recently questioned by some new members of the Committee who suggested an alternative location which would impact on neighbouring residents and could not be viewed as the ideal location under the above outlined criteria. However after further open discussions all group members agreed that the site already agreed, which is central to the park, is the most suitable.
T/628/06
COMMUN ITY LINKAGE FUND

Question: Councillor Cathal King 

"To ask the Manager, what is proposed will happen to the €17,000 unspent monies from the community linkage fund and is it envisaged that community groups will have an opportunity to apply for this outstanding money?"

Reply: 

Some monies were withheld in relation to Round 1 Funding until clarification was received from the groups involved regarding their work programmes.

This clarification was received and release of the monies was agreed by the Monitoring Committee.

Accordingly there are no monies available from Round 1 Funding.
T/629/06
APPLICATION FOR GRANTS
The  following report by the Manager which had been circulated was CONSIDERED:

“Applications for grants under the Council’s Community Grants Scheme have been received from the organisations listed below.  Payment of these grants, in accordance with the conditions of the scheme, in the amounts set out hereunder, is recommended for approval.
	Ref:
	Group

	Type of Application


	Date of Application
	Amount



	GF 1475
	South Dublin County Tourism Ltd.,


	Major Community Activity held in South Dublin County or outside South Dublin County
	10/08/06
	€5,000

	GF 1450
	Tymon Bawn Residents Association

	Seed Management/ Employment Grant for New Centre Managed Projects
	22/06/06
	€6,000

	GF 1451
	Tymon Bawn Residents Association

	Major Equipment Grant
	22/06/06
	€3,000

	GF 1444
	Firhouse & Bohernabreena Parish Network

	Start Up Costs for Community Groups
	12/06/06
	€1,000

	GF 1435
	Old Bawn Community Games

	Start Up Costs for Community Groups
	30/05/06
	€600

	GF 1463
	Kilnamanagh Family Recreation Centre
	Seed Management / Employment Grant for New Centre Managed Projects
	21/07/06
	€6,000

	GF 1476
	Teen Line Ireland
	Need & Feasibility Study for New or Existing Centres
	18/08/06
	€2,000

	GF 1441
	STAY Project
	Community Activity Grant Including Sport Activity
	06/06/06
	€300

	GF 1479
	Keep Balrothery Beautiful
	Equipment Grant
	30/08/06
	€700

	GF 1458
	Radharc Na Habhann
	Start Up Costs for Costs for Community Groups
	04/07/06
	€400

	GF 1485
	SWAN
	Equipment Grant
	06/09/06
	€800

	GF 1483
	Jobstown Community Centre
	Extension to existing Multipurpose Community Centre
	04/09/06
	€50,000

	GF 1482
	Russell Square Residents Association
	Start Up Costs for Community Groups
	04/09/06
	€800

	GF 1484
	Jobstown Senior Citizens Active Retirement Group
	Equipment Grant
	05/09/06
	€2,500

	GF 1465
	Tallaght Travellers Youth Service
	Local Research Grant
	31/07/06
	€1,500

	GF 1467
	Belgard Heights Community & Residents Association
	Environmental Improvements Grant
	02/08/06
	€1,500

	GF 1480
	Sacred Heart Boxing Club
	Equipment Grant
	31/08/06
	€3,000

	GF 1424
	Croi Ro Naofa GAA Club
	Community Activity Grant
	09/05/06
	€500

	GF 1468
	Jobstown Community Games
	Start Up Grant
	02/08/06
	€600

	GF 1469
	Jobstown Community Games
	Community Activity Including Sport Activity
	02/08/06
	€500


Contributions are being made to the following groups:

	Group

	Type of Application


	Date of Application
	Amount



	Lughnasa Handball Club

	Contribution
	24/07/06
	€2,000

	
	
	
	

	
	
	
	


Application for Grants (Arts Act 2003)

Application for a grant under the Council’s Arts Grants Scheme has been received from the organisation listed below.  Payment of this grant, in accordance with the conditions of the scheme, in the amount set out hereunder, is recommended for approval.

	Ref:
	Group

	Type of Application


	Date of Application
	Amount

€

	AGF 544
	Ballet Ireland, 

Civic Theatre, Tallaght
	Arts Grant towards a summertime programme
	15/6/06
	€2000

	AGF 547
	Tallaght Probation Service,
	Arts Grant towards a graduate show exhibition in County Hall
	18/7/06
	€900

	AGF 549
	South Dublin County Tourism
	Arts Grant towards Hallowfest
	10/09/06
	€2,500


It was proposed by Councillor K. Warren, seconded by Councillor M. Corr and RESOLVED:

“That this Committee recommends that South Dublin County Council approve payment of the above grants in the foregoing report”

T/630/06
LIBRARY/NEWS EVENTS
The following report by the Manger which had been circulated was CONSIDERED:

September 2006

	Branch
	Events
	Date

	Castletymon
	Book display is on True Crime


	Month of September

	
	Exhibition on Adult Education


	Month of September

	
	Housebound Service – This service is provided for those unable to travel to the Library in person
	First Tuesday of the month

	
	Acrylics with Betty Kelly

An introduction to painting with acrylics with Betty Kelly Booking Essential
	Beginning Tuesday 19th September from 10.30am – 12.30pm

	
	Computer Classes for beginners Booking Essential
	From Wednesday 20th September 10am to 12noon

	
	Spanish Classes for Improvers New members welcome
	Re-starting Friday 22nd September from 10am – 11am

	
	Adults Book Club 

For anyone interested in a good read – share your pleasure with others. New members welcome
	Re-starting Tuesday 26th of September 11am - 12noon


	
	English Classes 

for beginners Booking Essential
	Class beginning Monday 2nd October 10am – 11.30 am

	Children’s Book Festival

4th to 28th October
	Traditional Indian Puppet show with The Magic of India 

Ages 8+
	Thursday 5th October

12 noon

	
	Writing workshop with Marie-Louise Fitzpatrick  ages 8+
	Friday 6th October

12 noon

	
	Storytelling with Liam Farrell

Ages 5 to 7
	Monday 9th October

12 noon

	
	Reading with Re O’Leighleis

Ages 11+
	Tuesday 10th October

2.30 pm

	
	Reading with Kevin Kiely

Ages 9+
	Wednesday 11th October

12.30 pm

	
	Storytelling with Niall De Burca

All ages
	Thursday 12th October 12 noon

	
	Reading with Anita Hendy

Ages 9+
	Friday 13th October

12.30 pm


For further information contact 4524888

September 2006

	Branch
	Events
	Date

	Tallaght
	Exhibition: 150 Years of St. Mary’s Priory, Tallaght
	Month of September

	
	Book Club
	Resumes Tuesday 5th September at 7pm

	
	Music Appreciation with Ted Courtney for 12 Weeks Booking Required.
	Starts Wednesday 6th from 10am - 1pm

	
	Start Your Own Business Three week course 

Booking Required.
	Starting Saturday 9th from 10-12pm. 

	
	Parent and Toddler Group Booking Required.
	Resuming Wednesday 13th from 10.30am-12pm

	
	Traveller History Project
	Thursday 14th September from 10.30am - 12.30pm

	
	Traveller History Project
	Friday 15th September from 10.30am -12.30pm


	
	English for Foreign Nationals – Pre-Intermediate.

Booking Required.
	Starting Monday 18th from 6.30pm - 8pm

	
	Heritage Month

Local Studies Quiz
	Tuesday 19th  September from 10-12.30pm

	
	Heritage Month Lecture 

Tallaght Historical Society Lecture – “150 Years of St Mary’s Priory” 
	Wednesday 20th September at 8pm

	
	Computer Class for 5 weeks

Booking required
	Starts Wednesday 20th from 7pm - 9pm 

	
	Computer Class for 5 weeks

Booking required
	Starting 21st Thursday from 11am - 1pm

	
	Heritage Month

Local Studies Quiz
	Tuesday 26th  September from 10am -12.30pm

	
	Polish Language Course Booking required
	Starting Wednesday 27th September from 6.30pm - 8pm 

	Lights, Camera, Action!
	Film Lecture Series
	Tuesday nights in September

Booking essential

	
	‘The Wind that Shakes the Barley’ – Irish Cinema
	Tuesday 19th 

7.30 to 9pm

	
	European Cinema
	Tuesday 26th 

7.30 to 9pm

	
	Heritage Month 

1. Launch of OSI Mapping

2. Newspaper Archive

3. Consultation with Local Studies Groups

4. “Connect” for Local History Societies
	Saturday 30th September from 12.30-4.30pm

	Children’s Book Festival

4th to 28th October
	Traditional Indian Puppet show with The Magic of India 

Ages 8+
	Thursday 5th October

10.30 am

	
	Writing workshop with Marie-Louise Fitzpatrick  ages 8+
	Friday 6th October

10 am

	
	Storytelling with Liam Farrell

Ages 5 to 7
	Monday 9th October

10.30 am

	
	Reading with Re O’Leighleis

Ages 11+
	Tuesday 10th October

10 am

	
	Reading with Kevin Kiely

Ages 9+
	Wednesday 11th October

10 am

	
	Storytelling with Niall De Burca

All ages
	Thursday 12th October 

2 pm

	
	Reading with Anita Hendy

Ages 9+
	Friday 13th October

10 am


For further information contact 4620073


Mr. I. Stobbart, County Librarian summarised the report. The report was NOTED.
T/631/06
NEW WORKS

It was NOTED there was no business under this heading.

T/632/06
CORRESPONDENCE

It was NOTED there was no business under this heading.

T/633/06
CATHAOIRLEACH’S BUSINESS

It was NOTED there was no business under this heading
T/634/06
COMMUNITY CENTRE PLANNED FOR BALLYCRAGH PARK
It was proposed by Councillor C. Jones, seconded by Councillor M. Corr:
“That this Committee wants the Community centre planned for Ballycragh Park be planned as an “Eco House?"
The following report which had been circulated was READ:
“The “Eco House” as referred to in the Councillor’s motion would not be suitable as a Community Facility and also given the budget constraints for the proposed new Community Centre at Ballycragh.

However, the Centre will be designed as environmentally friendly, efficient and sustainable as is possible”.

Following a contribution from Councillor C. Jones, Mr. B. Coman, Senior Executive Officer responded to the queries raised.    The report was NOTED.
PARKS BUSINESS

T/635/06
QUESTIONS

It was proposed by Councillor K. Warren seconded by Councillor J. Neville and RESOLVED:

“That pursuant to Standing Order No. 13, questions 5 - 14 be ADOPTED and APPROVED.”
T/636/06
PLAY FACILITIES – TALLAGHT CENTRAL AREA

Question: Councillor Mark Daly

"To ask the manager to outline locations within the Tallaght central area that he feels are suitable for play facilities in line with the Councils new play policy?"

Reply:

Following the adoption of the Play Policy by the Council at the meeting of the 10th July, 2006, it is proposed to proceed with the improvement of existing playgrounds and the construction of additional playgrounds throughout the County.  

In accordance with Action No. 2 of the Play Policy document, a 5 year programme for developing and implementing playgrounds and play spaces within regional and neighbourhood parks has been drafted and will be presented for consideration to a meeting of the Strategic Policy Committee for Sport, Recreation, Community & Parks on September 13, 2006.
T/637/06
SHRUBS/TREES CUT


Question: Councillor John Hannon

"To ask the Manager to have the area opposite address supplied  cleaned up and shrubs/trees cut back as the area in its current condition facilitates anti-social activity?"



Reply:

This location will be examined and any remedial works required will be undertaken as soon as they can be accommodated in the work schedule.
T/638/06
PROVISION OF THREE PUBLIC LIGHTS
Question: Councillor Joe Neville

"To ask the Manager for an update from the Parks Department relating to the provision of three public lights at *details supplied and will the Manager please note the urgency in the provision of such lights and will the Manager make a statement on the matter?"

Reply:

As requested by local residents a new public light has recently been installed on the open space at Ashfield Avenue aimed at deterring anti-social activity in the area.  

The provision of a more extensive lighting scheme along the entire length of the path linking Ashfield Avenue to the shopping centre and church has been estimated to cost in the region of €22,000.  

There are no specific funds for this work.  

However, the matter will be examined in conjunction with Public Lighting Section.
T/639/06
BOLLARDS AT OPEN SPACE
Question: Councillor Joe Neville

"To ask the Manager for an update on proposals to erect bollard(s) at the open space at *details supplied and will the Manager note the urgency of this request and will the Manager make a statement on the matter?"

Reply:

Arrangements will be made to erect a bollard at the entrance to the footpath and linear open space at Ashfield Avenue as soon as it can be fitted into the works programme for the area.
T/640/06
ST. MARKS G.A.A. CLUB

Question: Councillor Joe Neville

"To ask the Manager for an update on the most recent meeting with St. Marks G.A.A club, the consensus reached from such a meeting and the time-frame for the implementation of any such consensus and will the Manager make a statement on the matter?"
Reply:

The Parks Department has been in discussions with St Mark’s GAA club and St Mark’s Community School regarding the development of a full size all-weather GAA/Soccer pitch partly on the school’s grounds and partly on Butler McGee Park.  

The site proposed for the all-weather facility is situated directly adjacent to St Marks clubhouse building and is convenient for both the club and the school.  The Board of Management of the school has now agreed in principle to the proposal and approval is awaited from the Trustees of the school.

If the necessary approval by the School’s Trustees is received, it is understood that the Club will then lodge a planning application for the proposed development, and if granted and subject to the availability of the necessary funding, it will enable the project to proceed to construction stage. 

T/641/06
PROVISION OF FOOTPATH
Question: Councillor Joe Neville

"To ask the Manager to confirm that provision was made in the estimates for 2006 (within the Parks Department budget) for the provision of a footpath at *details supplied and if so can the Manager confirm a time-frame for the completion of this work and will the Manager make a statement on the matter?"

Reply:

The construction of a footpath on the open space at Belgard Close/Garrynisk estate is not included in the Parks Works Programme 2006. 

However the matter will be discussed with local residents with a view to its possible inclusion in the 2007 Parks Works Programme.

T/642/06
KILTIPPER WAY
Question: Councillor Karen Warren

“To ask the Manager to reinstate the vandalised trees that have been broken on Kiltipper Way and particularly that section of Kiltipper Way which is close to the entrance to Marlfield Estate, and that this matter be attended to as soon as possible, given the concern of residents in the local area, and if he will make a statement on the matter?"

Reply:

The new trees planted along the Kiltipper Way were provided by the Developer.

As this road is not yet in charge the replacement of the trees would be a matter for the developer who will be advised of the Councillor’s request.
T/643/06
ACCESS TO SEAN WALSH PARK

Question: Councillor Karen Warren

“To ask the Manager if he would consider providing an access to Sean Walsh Park at a point close to the new residential areas of Ellensborough/ Deerpark/ Marlfield, so as to allow residents in this new area to use the Park and to allow children attending St. Martin’s Primary School from this area to gain easy access to the school, and if he would consider meeting parents from the area to discuss this matter in greater detail, and if he will make a statement on the matter?”
Reply:

The provision of a small opening in the existing boundary wall and railing fronting the Carrigmore open space adjoining Kiltipper Way would facilitate pedestrian access to the National School from the Ellensborough/Deerpark/Marlfield housing estates and would also provide direct pedestrian access to the new shops for residents in the Carrigmore estate etc. 

However before this could be considered, the pedestrian and road- safety implications of a new entrance at this location would need to be established i.e. whether there is a need for pedestrian lights, anti-motorcycle gate, school warden service etc.  

This matter will be discussed with local residents and the Roads Department.

T/644/06
MONALEA WOOD – FIRHOUSE ROAD
Question: Councillor Karen Warren

"To ask the Manager if the sum of €15,000 was set aside for the purposes of improving the entrance to Monalea Wood from off the Firhouse Road when the Firhouse Road was being widened last year, if this money was ever spent, if in the context of improving the entrance to Monalea Wood, if the Manager would agree to at the very least, cut back on a regular basis, the grass verges on either side of the entrance to Monalea Wood, and put forward a plan to improve this entrance and if he will make a statement on the matter?"

Reply:

A sum of €15,000 has been allocated under the 2006 Parks Works Programme to undertake landscape improvement works at Monalea Grove and Monalea Wood.  

At Monalea Grove, plans are in progress for the installation of two short sections of pedestrian pathway along existing desire lines on a small area of open space.  A section of this open space also requires landscaping and it is planned to level the area with topsoil and seed with grass.  

A meeting will be arranged in the near future with residents of Monalea Wood to discuss requirements for landscape works in their immediate locality.
T/645/06
BALLYMOUNT PARK – PLAYGROUND FACILITY
Question: Councillor Karen Warren

“To ask the Manager to outline what progress, if any, surrounds the possibility of providing a playground facility in Ballymount Park, especially for younger children in the area, if he would also consider placing a number of seats at various locations in the park, and if he would make a statement on the matter?”

Reply:

Following the adoption of the Play Policy by the Council at the meeting of the 10th July, 2006, it is proposed to proceed with the improvement of existing playgrounds and the construction of additional playgrounds throughout the County.  

In accordance with Action No. 2 of the Play Policy document, a 5 year programme for developing and implementing playgrounds and play spaces within regional and neighbourhood parks has been drafted and will be presented for consideration to a meeting of the Strategic Policy Committee for Sport, Recreation, Community & Parks on September 13, 2006.

T/646/06
NEW WORKS

It was NOTED there was no business under this heading.

T/647/06
CORRESPONDENCE

It was NOTED there was no business under this heading.

T/648/06
CATHAOIRLEACH’S BUSINESS
It was NOTED there was no business under this heading.

T/649/06
G.A.A. PITCH IN KILLINARDEN PARK
It was proposed by Councillor C. King, seconded by Councillor M. Daly:

"That this Committee calls on the Manager to reinstate the goalposts that were recently vandalised and removed from the G.A.A pitch in Killinarden Park".



The following report by the Manager which had been circulated was READ:
“The steel goalposts on one of the Gaelic pitches at Killinarden Park were recently sawn down by vandals.  

Arrangements have been made to source and erect suitable replacement goalposts  and these will be erected within the next couple of weeks. 

The club has been informed accordingly”
Following a contribution from Councillor C. King, the report was NOTED.

T/650/06
CRIME – TALLAGHT AREA
It was proposed by Councillor M. Daly, seconded by Councillor C. King:
"That this Committee is alarmed at the increasing numbers of serious crime developing within our parks in the Tallaght central area and calls on the Council to meet with Gardai, Residents and Elected Reps to come up with a strategy to eliminate this problem. This would address all aspects legal social and environmental"



The following report by the Manager which had been circulated was READ:
“The Council is very concerned at the rising level of crime and anti-social activity which unfortunately has become a factor in recent years in some of the parks and open spaces in the Tallaght Central area. 

In this regard, staff of the Parks Department, Park Rangers and the Gardai work closely together to identify and to closely monitor trouble-spots so that, as far as possible, members of the public do not feel threatened when using parks and open spaces. 

The situation after normal park opening hours, however, is more difficult and it would appear that a considerable amount of serious crime and anti-social activity occurs when parks are officially closed and after the hours of darkness. 

It should be noted however, that the problem of serious crime is a wider societal issue the control of which relates primarily to policing issues and the effectiveness of the judicial system.

This matter is also a standing item on the agendae of Strategic Policy Committees for discussion re the identification of appropriate measures to deal with anti-social activity.

If the Motion is passed arrangements will be made to organise a Meeting as outlined.

This multi faceted issue cannot therefore be solved by one agency acting alone and the proposal outlined in the motion is therefore very worthwhile. A meeting do devise a coherent and workable strategy to tackle crime and lawlessness in accordance with the terms of the motion will be arranged with the interested parties concerned in the coming weeks”.

Following a discussion to which Councillors M. Daly, E. Maloney, M. Corr and K. Warren contributed, Ms. M. Keenan responded to queries raised.  The Motion was PASSED.
T/651/06
CLEAN UP DAY – RIVER DODDER AT OLD BAWN BRIDGE

It was proposed by Councillor E. Maloney, seconded by Councillor J. Neville:

"That this Committee requests the Parks Department to organise a "Clean-up-Day" of the section of the River Dodder at Old Bawn Bridge, this to be done in conjunction with local volunteers and environmentalists"



The following report by the Manager which had been circulated was READ:
“Arrangements will be made by the Parks Department to organise a clean-up day in the Dodder Valley Park in the Oldbawn area in conjunction with local volunteers.  

Interested parties who would like to volunteer to assist in a clean-up day should contact the Parks Department”.
Following a discussion to which Councillors E. Maloney, J. Neville, M. Daly, C. Jones, C. King and K. Warren contributed, Ms. M. Keenan, Senior Executive Parks Superintendent  responded to queries raised.   The report was NOTED and it was AGREED that arrangements be made to organise a Clean Up Day for October, 2006.

T/652/06
NTL – SERVICE BOX AT OLD  BAWN WAY
It was proposed  by Councillor M. Daly, seconded by Councillor E. Maloney:

"That this Committee calls on the Council to encourage NTL to remove/amend the service box located at the green space at Old Bawn way which is the subject of anti social behaviour"
The following report by the Manager which had been circulated was READ:
“Arrangements will be made to meet representatives from NTL on site with a view to relocating the overground service box at Old Bawn Way”.
Following a discussion to which Councillors M. Daly, J. Neville, E. Maloney and K. Warren contributed, Ms. M. Keenan, Senior Executive Parks Superintendent responded to queries raised.    The report was NOTED and it was AGREED that Members be informed of meeting arrangements with Council officials and NTL representatives.
HOUSING BUSINESS
T/653/06
QUESTIONS

It was proposed by Councillor K. Warren, seconded by Councillor J. Neville  and RESOLVED:

“That pursuant to Standing Order No. 13, questions 15 - 21  inclusive, be ADOPTED and APPROVED.”

T/654/06
VACANT HOUSES – WEST TALLAGHT AREA

QUESTION: Councillor Marie Corr

"To ask the Manager to state how many houses are currently vacant in the West Tallaght area and to give an explanation where possible for any significant delays in allocating any of these houses?"

REPLY
There are currently 37 vacant houses in the West Tallaght area. Houses are being handed over to Housing Department for pre-let repairs at a rate of two to three per week, on average these are re-let at a rate of two per week.  Houses become vacant for a wide variety of reasons including the surrender or abandonment of a house by the tenant, fire damage, vandalism by anti-social elements within the community, willful damage caused by tenant or member of his/her household and to facilitate transfer requests.

Detailed below are reasons for the current vacancies:- 

Fire damaged

3

Abandoned

3

Evictions

3

Tenant Deceased
1

Tenant in Custody
1

Transfers

11

Surrenders

15

There are 4 units ready for re-let of these all have been offered, 2 were refused and offers made to new applicants, we are awaiting decision from all 4 applicants.

Since 1st January 2006, 131 units have become vacant in West Tallaght, 94 which of these have been repaired and re-let by Housing Department.  In the same period 24 refusals of accommodation in this area were received, one unit being refused twice.  All vacant houses, including 3 damaged by fire, are in the process of being prepared for re-let e.g. either with contractors (for detailed cost estimates) and/or Housing direct labour staff.  

Detailed below are typical examples of the range of repairs that may be required to be undertaken to render a house fit for re-let:-

*Replacement of roof and internal fabric of house (in case of fire damage) 

*Full electrical inspection and replacement of fixtures and fittings

*Full heating and plumbing inspection, installation or replacement of heating system, replacement of sanitary fittings and fixtures

*Internal plasterwork (ceilings and walls)

*Replacement of floor coverings (usually tiles downstairs – non slip)

*Replacement of doors and windows (windows must comply with appropriate regulations to facilitate escape in case of fire)

*Replacement or installation of kitchen units with associated electrical works

*Replacement of locks (front and back doors) and general woodwork and joinery repairs

*Insulation of house and attic

*General redecoration of housing following repairs

*Removal of rubbish and clean-up of back and front gardens

*Specialist clean-up of house and garden in cases where drug activity is involved

These repairs are carried out by qualified contractors on behalf of Housing Department with input also from Housing maintenance staff.  The scope and nature of repairs required in each case will determine the period of time during which a house may be vacant.  In all appropriate cases houses are secured as much as possible against break-in and the substantial cost of this to Housing Department ensures that houses are turned around as quickly as possible.  However, it should be noted that there are factors which will, on occasion, prevent houses being made available as quickly as Housing Department would wish e.g.

*The Council must follow prescribed legal procedures to re-acquire a house that has been abandoned.  At lease 28 days must elapse before action can be taken on an Abandonment Notice.

*Houses are frequently targeted by anti-social elements who succeed in breaching security and vandalise houses resulting in repairs having to be undertaken again.  It is not unusual for this to occur to the same house on more than one occasion.

*Houses are also frequently targeted for illegal dumping of household refuse and white goods which then require additional clean-ups.

*There is on occasion difficulty in locating tenants for houses which may have to be offered to many qualified applicants before an offer will be accepted.  This can put houses at risk as they must remain vacant until an applicant is found who will accept the tenancy.

The above issues which have serious implications regarding turn around time are being vigorously addressed by Housing Department’s Allocations, Allocations Support and Estate Management Sections in conjunction with Housing Maintenance Section and indeed the local communities concerned.

Housing Department has put in place a panel of contractors which has substantially increased the number of contractors available for re-let repair work which is enabling us to maintain AND improve turn around time (noting that nature of repairs will dictate completion times) and importantly by continuing to work with those on the Housing List and local communities seek to have the problems outlined above eliminated.

As already mentioned, additional contractors will be available to Housing Department staff and this will increase the turnover rate of houses returned to Housing for re-let.

T/655/06
RAS SCHEME

QUESTION: Councillor Marie Corr
"To ask the Manager to provide details of the operation of the RAS scheme in the Tallaght area?

REPLY
The Rental Accommodation Scheme-- for which South Dublin County Council is one of the lead authorities-- commenced in the county last December.     

To date 775 cases in the Tallaght area have been assessed in terms of eligibility for RAS.  Meetings have been held with 226 Rent Supplement Recipients/Tenants to explain the scheme and to determine their eligibility. The landlords in these cases and  the owners of alternative,vacant  properties have been invited to participate in the scheme and, at 31st of August 2006, 45 cases had been transferred to RAS in Tallaght.

This process will continue over the period of the scheme up to the end of 2008.
T/656/06
DAMAGED WALL & RAILINGS AT CUSHLAWN/KILTIPPER WAY

QUESTION: Councillor Cathal King

"To ask the Manager, to indicate when the commencement of works on the damaged wall and railings at Cushlawn/ Kiltipper way will take place as the part 8 for these works were passed at full Council level months ago?"

REPLY
The works to the wall & railings at Kiltipper Way and the open space immediately behind it are programmed to commence at the end of October. 

Although this project had been prioritized, contractors have expressed little interest to date because of the small size of the proposed works. To comply with procurement procedures the tender deadline has been extended to Friday 15th September. 

In the event that no valid tender is received by that date, the Council will enter into direct negotiations with a contractor from the small works panel with a target start date at the end of October. 
T/657/06
RE-ENFORCED WALL AT DONOMORE PARK/KILLINARDEN PARK
QUESTION: Councillor Cathal King

"To ask the Manager, when will works on the proposed re-enforced wall at Donomore Park/Killinarden Park commence, as there is an ongoing child safety issue there as a result of the former wall being demolished".

REPLY
A contractor has now been appointed to complete these works.  The works will commence on site on Monday 18 September 2006.
T/658/06
39 KILTALOWN COURT
QUESTION: Councillor Cathal King

"To ask the Manager, to arrange for the removal of the rotten wooden gate at the vacant/boarded up house at 39 Kiltalown Court and replace it with a suitable gate to ensure access is denied to the rear of this property by anti-social youths with a view to ensuring the peace and safety of neighbouring tenants?"

REPLY
The Allocations Support Officer's called to 39 Kiltalown Court. When investigated the matter there was no evidence of trespassing or Anti-Social activities in the garden nor have any complaints been received in relation to this address.  The gate was found to be nailed shut and secured very well. 
T/659/06
ST. MUIRIN’S HOUSE



QUESTION:  Councillor E. Maloney 
“To ask the Manager for an update on the new St. Muirins House and when construction will commence?"

REPLY

The cost plan for the construction of the replacement Community Facility (St. Muirins) and the provision of 7 no. dwellings at Avonbeg was approved by the Department of the Environment Heritage & Local Government in July 2006. 

A detailed briefing on the community facility is currently being prepared for design team with a view to inviting tenders in late November/early December 2006 for an expected start in the first quarter 2007.  
T/660/06
INFILL HOUSING AT CASTLETYMON
Question: Councillor: Joe Neville 

"To ask the Manager for a detailed update on the Part 8 process for the proposed infill housing at Castletymon with specific to a recent meeting held with local residents and the consensus that accrued from that meeting and will the Manager outline a time-frame for this part 8 process and will the Manager make a statement on the matter?"

Reply:

Following the Part 8 approval at the Council meeting of 10th July 2006 to proceed with the construction of 42 dwellings at Castletymon, a motion was passed that a further meeting take place with residents to discuss changes. 

Council officials met a representative group of local residents to discuss plans for the area affected by the proposal on 27th July 2006. 

The following issues were discussed:

Traffic calming:

Residents in the area are to examine and make suggestions regarding traffic calming proposals already approved by Roads & Traffic Department.   

A Part 8 Traffic proposal for Tymon North Residential Cell was approved by the Council on 13th March 2006.  Consultants are currently doing up documents at present before tenders for this work go out.  This Traffic Calming Part 8 should be ready to go for tender in October 2006.  

Not included as part of this Part 8 process, traffic are calming measures in the form of traffic lights which are to be put in place at junction with Tymon Park and Tallaght Road.  This is due to commence in October 2006.  

Anti Social Behaviour (ASB):

Residents stated that there was an area of open space affected by ASB and requested that the Council consider protecting the gable ends of houses on two sites at St. Aonghus Green.  They also wish the Council to encourage proper use of the open space by providing footpaths across the space with some landscaping.  The Council has agreed to examine proposals in this regard, and a further meeting is to be arranged with the residents in the Autumn at which stage any proposals would be discussed.

Open Space:

Residents also requested environmental upgrading of the open space at St Aonghus Green by provision of a path across the green, the planting of trees and landscaping works.  

It is now intended to proceed to Cost Plan Stage based on Manager’s Part 8 Report to the Council, as amended by the motion of the members, on 10th July 2006 pending receipt of a list of any further proposals from residents. A further meeting is to be arranged in the Autumn.
T/661/06
REPORT ON HOUSING CONSTRUCTION PROGRAMME

The report by the Manager which had been circulated was CONSIDERED:
“The up-to-date position of the construction programme for the County area is set out in the detail below: - 

Completions in 2004:-

	Total
	No. of Units 
	81


Completions in 2005:-

	Scheme Name
	No. of Units 
	Completion Dates

	Russell Square
	110
	2005

	Bawnlea
	7
	March 2005 

	Jobstown Village Core
	10
	March 2005 

	Cushlawn, Phase II
	31
	2005 

	Daletree, Ballycragh
	8
	September 2005

	Fettercairn Village
	22
	2005 

	Sub Total
	188
	


Completions in 2006:-
	Total
	No. of Units 
	Completion Dates

	Fettercairn Village
	9
	February 2006 

	Fettercairn Village
	9
	May 2006 

	Deerpark (Joint Venture)
	11
	May 2006

	Deerpark (Joint Venture)
	14
	August 2006 

	Sub Total
	43
	


On Site:-

	Scheme Name
	No. of Units on Site
	Completion Dates

	Avonbeg, Phase 3
	47
	In phases end September, Early October 2006

	Fettercairn VII & Community Facility 
	2
	October 2006

	Fortunestown B, Phase 2
	66 (+52 Vol. Units)
	In phases from October 2006 

	Fortunestown B, Phase 4
	120
	In phases from October 2006

	Fortunestown B, Phase 1
	110
	In phases from December 2006

	Deerpark (Joint Venture)
	94
	(In phases) May 2006

	Daletree (Part 5/Joint Venture)
	27
	(in phases) October 2005

	Hunterswood (Part V)
	9
	Late 2006  

	Brookfield Village+ Community Facility
	16
	Late September 2006  

	Deerpark (Part V)
	36
	From May 2006  (in phases)

	Belfry (Part V)
	35
	December 2006 

	Belgard Square (Part V)
	44
	Late 2006 

	Castlepark
	9
	July 2007 

	Cushlawn Phase 3
	22
	December 2007

	Sub.Total
	637
	


Tenders Recommended

	Scheme Name
	No of Units

	Kilcarrig Phase 3 (SH274)
	Tender approval in the sum of €13,694,694 received from the DoEHLG for approval for the construction of 80 units by D&I Construction Ltd., Tyrell House, Main Street Blessington, Co Wicklow 

	Sub Total
	80


Tender Production

	Scheme Name
	No. of Housing Units

	Kiltalown Green
	28

	Sub Total
	28


Part 8 Approved by Council:- 

	Scheme Name
	No. of Housing Units

	Avonbeg Phase 4 (SH252)
	7 & St Muirins House – Cost Plan approved by DOEHLG on 11/7/2006.  Brief being prepared for design team for the community facility with a view to inviting tenders late November/early December 2006

	Fortunestown B, Phase 3 & 5
	160 - Part 8 approved for 160 affordable units in the first instance.  Draft procurement Plan for Affordable housing by 8/9/2006



	Fettercairn Phase 2
	33 – Part 8 Report approved by Council in July 2006.  Cost plan submitted to DOELG on 10/8/2006



	Knockmore House (incl. 15 units for Bernardos)
	89 – meeting to be arranged with unit design team.  Cost plan target date October 2006



	Rossfield Infill
	9 plus commercial units – Part 8 approved at July 2006 meeting – further consultation required.  Cost Plan target date 18/8/06



	Castletymon
	42 – Part 8 approved at July 2006 for 42 units.  Plans amended to address residents concerns.  Further public consultation took place with residents on 27th July 2006.  Cost plan being prepared following consultation.



	Total
	335


At Concept/Design Stage:-

	Scheme Name
	Approx . No. Of Units

	Kilclare, Phase2
	30 (concepts presented to Tallaght Area Committee Meeting 16/06//2003)

	Kilclare Phase3
	15 units 

	Whitestown Stream
	147 private/affordable/social/ voluntary units

	Suncroft
	10 units 

	Whitebrook Park
	25 units - (concepts presented to Tallaght Area Committee Meeting 20/09/2004) – land transfer to be finalised by development department 

	Stocking Lane
	- (concept under preparation)

	Swiftbrook
	11 units -(concept presented to Tallaght Area Committee Meeting 08/12/04)

	Sub Total
	228


Other potential sites are also being examined.


Mr. T. O Neill, Administrative Officer spoke on the report.

Following a contribution from Councillors C. King, J. Neville, M. Corr, M. Daly and E. Maloney, Mr. T. O Neill, Senior Executive Officer responded to queries raised.   The report was NOTED and it was AGREED that a Headed Item on Kiltalown Community Facility and Playground would issue to the next meeting of the Tallaght Area Committee Meeting dealing with  Community Business.

T/662/06
REPORT ON IMPLEMENTATION OF TRAVELLER ACCOMMODATION PROGRAMME

The report by the Manager which had been circulated was CONSIDERED:
“The assessment of Traveller accommodation needs conducted in association with the process leading to the adoption of the Traveller Accommodation Programme 2005 - 2008 indicated that there is a need to provide 215 units of Traveller-specific accommodation throughout the County during the course of the programme.  This accommodation is to cater for both immediate requirements and future family formations.  

To date, 31 units of Traveller-specific accommodation have been delivered throughout the county under the 2005 – 2008 programmes and it is anticipated that 28 units of permanent accommodation will be completed in 2006.

The Council adopted the Traveller Accommodation Programme 2005 – 2008 unanimously on 9th May 2005.

The incomplete elements of the previous accommodation programme form the first phase of the current accommodation programme. 

The following is the current position on developments at various stages of delivery in this Area Committee’s jurisdiction. 

	Traveller Accommodation Programme 2005 - 2008

	Scheme
	Type and No. of Units
	Part X/8 Advertised
	Architect
	Comments

	Belgard Park
	R.C.P. – 10 Bays
	
	
	Residents moved into RCP on 5th May 2005.

	Daletree Place 
	10 Group Houses
	
	
	Residents moved into houses in August 2005.

	St. Aidan’s Close

Brookfield
	Group Houses – 5.
	22/04/03
	
	Families moved in to houses on 3rd May 2006.  

	Hazel Hill, Killinardin
	Group Houses – 5

R.C.P. – 5 Bays
	Completed
	M.V. Cullinan
	Site works nearing completion.

	Fortunestown
	10 Group Houses – 
	
	SAB
	Scheduled to be completed in 2006.

	Rathcoole
	10 group houses
	Part X completed
	Arch Services Dept
	Brief for revised Part 8 process for group housing being prepared.

	Stocking Lane
	10-bay RCP
	December 2004 
	GAP Architects
	At tender preparation stage.


Belgard Road Re-development - Scheduled to start construction in 2008.  Further progress on this scheme dependent on ITT Master Plan and planning permission 

Brittas – at site identification stage”
Following a contribution from Councillor C. King, Mr. T. O Neill, Senior Executive Officer responded to queries raised.   The report was NOTED and it was AGREED that An Cathaoirleach, Councillor K. Warren  would write  to I.T. Tallaght in relation to the Construction Programme as it affects Belgard Road R.C.P.
T/663/06
REPORT ON INFILL HOUSING SCHEME AT CASTLETYMON



The report by the Manager which had been circulated was CONSIDERED:
“We refer to minute T/573/06 of the meeting of the Tallaght Area Committee meeting of 19th June 2006.  The report for this proposed infill housing scheme was submitted to the July 2006 Council Meeting under the Part 8 process.  

The decision of the Council at the meeting of 10th July 2006, was to proceed with the development, subject to a reduction in the number of dwellings to 42 with the three storey element completely removed.  It was also agreed that a further meeting would take place with residents to discuss the scheme. 

Council officials met a representative group of local residents to discuss plans for the area affected by the proposal on 27th July 2006. 

At this meeting on 27th July the following issues were discussed:

Traffic calming:

Residents in the area are to examine and make suggestions regarding traffic calming proposals already approved by Roads & Traffic Department.   

A Part 8 Traffic proposal for Tymon North Residential Cell was approved by the Council on 13th March 2006.  Consultants are currently doing up documents at present before tenders for this work go out.  This Traffic Calming Part 8 should be ready to go for tender in October 2006.  

Not included as part of this Part 8 process, traffic are calming measures in the form of traffic lights which are to be put in place at junction with Tymon Park and Tallaght Road.  This is due to commence in October 2006.  

Anti Social Behaviour (ASB):

Residents stated that there was an area of open space affected by ASB and requested that the Council consider protecting the gable ends of houses on two sites at St. Aonghus Green.  They also wish the Council to encourage proper use of the open space by providing footpaths across the space with some landscaping.  The Council has agreed to examine proposals in this regard, and a further meeting is to be arranged with the residents in the Autumn at which stage any proposals would be discussed.

Open Space:

Residents also requested environmental upgrading of the open space at St Aonghus Green by provision of a path across the green, the planting of trees and landscaping works.  

It is now intended to proceed to Cost Plan Stage based on Manager’s Part 8 Report to the Council, as amended by the motion of the members, on 10th July 2006 pending receipt of a list of any further proposals from residents. A further meeting is to be arranged in the Autumn”.
Following a discussion to which Councillors E. Maloney, M. Daly, J. Neville and K. Warren contributed, Mr. T. O Neill responded to queries raised.    The report was NOTED.
T/664/06
SUSPENSION OF STANDING ORDERS
It was proposed by An Cathaoirleach, Councillor K. Warren and AGREED that in accordance with Standing Orders No. 76 to suspend standing orders to deal with a motion proposed by Councillor E. Maloney, seconded by Councillors M. Daly, K. Warren and J. Neville:

It was proposed by Councillor E. Maloney, seconded by Councillor K. Warren:

“That this Committee requests a Meeting including St. Aengus Estate Management, Housing Department and  five local Councillors to be held as a priority”

Following a contribution from Councillor E. Maloney, the Motion was PASSED.
T/665/06
NEW WORKS

It was NOTED there was no business under this heading.

T/666/06
CORRESPONDENCE

It was NOTED there was no business under this heading.

T/667/06
CATHAOIRLEACH’S BUSINESS

It was NOTED there was no business under this heading.

T/668/06
KILLINARDEN ESTATE


It was proposed by Councillor C. King, seconded by Councillor M. Daly:
"That this Committee calls on the Manager to arrange a site meeting to the rear of numbers one to twenty four Killinarden Estate, with a view to tackling the issues related to residents privacy, dumping and related anti-social behaviour".
The following report by the Manager which had been circulated was READ:
“The Estate Officer and the Allocation Support Officer for this area will arrange an on-site meeting week commencing 18/09/06 with the residents to discuss the situation and offer any assistance we can”.

Following a discussion to which Councillors C. King and  C. Jones contributed, Mr. J. Quinlivan, Senior Executive Officer responded to queries raised.    The Motion was AGREED and it was  noted that Estate Management Officers liaise with Members regarding arrangements of Meeting. 

T/669/06
TENANT PURCHASE SCHEME/AFFORDABLE HOUSING SCHEME
It was proposed by Councillor C. Jones, seconded by Councillor M. Corr:

"That this committee requests an investigation of the fact that under the Tenant Purchase Scheme, Tallaght tenants could be paying significantly higher prices (to purchase their long term residences) than participants of other Council schemes such as the Affordable Housing Scheme"
The following report by the Manager which had been circulated was READ:

“The average house price in 2005 for a three bedroomed property under the Tenant Purchase Scheme was €132469.04.The average house price for a property being sold under the Affordable House Scheme during the same period was €152821.34. Under the Affordable Housing Scheme the properties sold varied from one ,two & three bedroomed apartments & three bedroomed houses”.

Following a discussion to which Councillors C. Jones, M. Corr, M. Daly and K. Warren contributed, Ms. M. O Shaughnessy, Senior Executive Officer responded to queries raised.    The report was NOTED and it was AGREED that this issue be brought to the next Housing SPC Meeting for further discussion.

T/670/06
DEERPARK & FORTUNESTOWN B DEVELOPMENTS


It was proposed by Councillor M. Corr, seconded by Councillor K. Warren:

"That this committee condemns the significant delays in the allocation process of properties in the Deerpark and Fortunestown B developments and calls on the Manager to urgently address this unacceptable situation"
The following report by the Manager which had been circulated was READ and NOTED:

“Fortunestown:

Work has been proceeding on the construction of Phases 1, 2 & 4 of an integrated housing development at Fortunestown, Tallaght, Dublin 24 since 2005.  Phases 3 and 5 of the development were approved by the Council in July 2006, following an extensive public consultation process, subject to 160 dwellings in Phases 3 & 5 scheme being designated as Affordable Housing units in the first instance.

The original scheme was designed with two entrance points onto Fortunestown Lane, on the assumption that Phases 1, 2 and 4 would be completed at the same time. However, despite Phase 4 now being ready for handover and Phase 2 due to be ready in stages from October onwards, Phase 1 is not now expected to be completed until early 2007.

Due to the staggered completion dates, traffic from Phase 4 cannot now access through Phases 1 and 2 as planned.  In order to expedite a satisfactory solution, it is now proposed to create an access onto Fortunestown Lane from Phase 4 at a location opposite the entrance to Ardmore Estate. However, in the interests of public safety it will be necessary to carry out some minor road widening works and install traffic lights at this location. Furthermore, as the dwellings in Phases 1, 2 and 4 will be occupied before construction begins on Phases 3 and 5 construction traffic through the occupied housing areas can be minimised if the traffic lights are installed.

As the Department of the Environment, Heritage and Local Government by letter dated 15th August 2006 approved that the cost of the installation of traffic lights and associated works may be charged to the overall cost of the scheme, it is hoped that the necessary works can be carried out without delay. 

Deerpark:

There are currently 119 social units under construction in Deerpark, Kiltipper.  To date, 25 units have been allocated and occupied.  Delays were experienced in the handover of the units initially duet to legal issues.  As all legal issues have now been resolved, a further 16 units are due for handover on 21st September 2006.  Over the coming weeks, a schedule is in place for the handover of approximately 15 units every fortnight until all allocations have been complete.

ENVIRONMENT BUSINESS
T/671/06
QUESTIONS

It was proposed by Councillor K. Warren, seconded by Councillor J. Neville  and RESOLVED:

“That pursuant to Standing Order No. 13, questions 22 - 27  inclusive, be ADOPTED and APPROVED.”

T/672/06
HALLOWEEN – ILLEGAL BONFIRES/DUMPING
Question: Councillor M. Corr
"To ask the Manager to outline in detail the procedures that will be adopted by this department to counteract illegal bonfires and illegal dumping over the period approaching Halloween, how he plans to deal with the inevitable aftermath of this illegal activity and what measures have been put in place to deal with high activity locations such as the usual green spaces in parts of West Tallaght that are only beginning to recover from the chaos of Halloween 2005.

Reply:

Following Halloween 2005 an interdepartmental group was set up within the Council which included representation from the Community, Parks, Housing and Environment Departments to examine the issue of bonfires at Halloween. The group met with representatives of the Gardai, the Dublin Fire Brigade and local resident groups within the County.  

A report containing recommendations by the group for the minimisation of the impact of bonfires at Halloween 2006 is being presented at the meeting of the Community, Parks and Sports Strategic Policy Committee on September 13th 2006.
T/673/06
LITTER MANAGEMENT SCHEME

Question: Councillor M. Corr

"To ask the Manager to outline how and when the Litter Management Scheme as referred to in the West Tallaght Study (2003) will be implemented – despite the increase in cleanups in the study area over the past six to eight months, does the Manager not agree that a more sustained approach is necessary such as a mobile handcart operative.”

Reply:

A general review of the Council’s cleansing service countywide is currently taking place. Meetings to discuss the issues involved have commenced with the trade unions representing the workers. It is hoped that agreement can be reached on a more flexible approach to the operation of the cleansing service generally which will hopefully result in an improved service being provided in areas such as West Tallaght. It is not possible at this stage to state when the discussions will be concluded. However every effort will be made to bring matters to a successful conclusion as quickly as possible.
T/674/06
ROAD SWEEPING

Question: Councillor M. Corr

"To ask the Manager that given the high level of littering of broken glass present on footpaths and areas that would not normally be cleaned by a standard road sweep in many of SDCC’s own estates, is it possible to review procedures around this to incorporate additional cleaning given the danger that glass can present to residents and in particular children.”

Reply:

Under the Litter Act the householder is responsible for keeping footpaths and verges outside his/her house litter free.

In addition, on receiving notification of incidences of broken glass on footpaths the Environmental Services Cleansing Section cleans up the area as quickly as possible. 

A general review of the Council’s cleansing service countywide is currently taking place. Meetings to discuss the issues involved have commenced with the trade unions representing the workers. It is hoped that agreement can be reached on a more flexible approach to the operation of the cleansing service generally which will hopefully result in an improved service being provided in many of the Council’s estates. It is not possible at this stage to state when the discussions will be concluded. However every effort will be made to bring matters to a successful conclusion as quickly as possible.
T/675/06
BLOCKED DRAINS
Question:
Councillor J. Hannon

"To ask the Manager for a comprehensive report on the recent blockage of drains at address supplied and will he indicate the cause of the problem, why any design fault was not identified over the past 25 + years since the houses were constructed, and why, if bad design is the cause, same was not dealt with by the regulatory authority when the development was being constructed, and can he now provide assistance to the householders in dealing with the issue and an assurance that, if repairs are carried out, the problem with not recur?”

Reply:

Following a number of complaints regarding blockages at this location the local Area Inspector carried out an inspection of the private combined drain serving the houses involved.  The problem was identified as a faulty ‘broadstrap’, located in the private combined drain, which requires to be removed in order to alleviate the problem.

‘Broadstraps’ are a u-type bend commonly used in building during the 1970’s and 1980’s.  Over time, a number of them throughout the county have become faulty and their removal and replacement with a straight piece of pipe has proved a successful remedy.  As with all private combined drains throughout the County responsibility for their upkeep rests with the householders connected to them.

The residents at this location were informed by letter dated 9th August 2006 of the faulty ‘broadstrap’ and the cost of its removal by the Council.   To date none of the residents have contacted the Council.

A recent blockage at the location was investigated by the local Area Inspector who found that rubble and other building matter had entered the drain as a result of renovation works which had been carried out at one of the properties.  This blockage was cleared by the Council on payment of the clearance fee by the residents.

T/676/06
PROVISION OF LITTER BINS

Question:
Councillor J. Hannon

"To ask the Manager to provide litter bins to service (address supplied).” 

Reply:

The Cleansing Section supervisor has been requested to examine the feasibility of putting a litter bin at the corner of Mount Carmel Park/Firhouse Road and the Councillor will be informed of the position as soon as possible.
T/677/06
DEERPARK ESTATE, KILTIPPER

Question:
Councillor C. King

"To ask the Manager to arrange for the Litter Warden to investigate the ongoing problem of illegal dumping of waste outside of bin sheds in the Deerpark Estate, Kiltipper, with a view to issuing fines to those involved in this anti-social behaviour?” 

Reply:

The Litter Warden for the area has been requested to inspect the location in question and action under the Litter Act will be taken if appropriate and subject to sufficient evidence being available.
T/678/06
NEW WORKS

It was NOTED there was no business under this heading.

T/679/06
CORRESPONDENCE

It was NOTED there was no business under this heading.

T/680/06
CATHAOIRLEACH’S BUSINESS

It was NOTED there was no business under this heading.
T/681/06
GREEN BIN SERVICES TO APARTMENT COMPLEXES IN TALLAGHT AREA.
It was proposed by Councillor C. Jones, seconded by Councillor C. King:
"That this Committee requests a report on the progress to date of providing apartment complexes in the Tallaght area with green bin services.”



The following report by the Manager which had been circulated was READ:

“The Council provides a grey bin service to approximately 3,222 apartments in the county generally. Of these in the region of 1,731 also receive a green bin service from the Council. The Council is willing to extend the green bin service to all apartment dwellings which receive a refuse collection from the Council and arrangements are in hand for the contractor to extend the green bin service to the remainder of the 3,222 apartments as soon as possible.
There are approximately a further 4,763 apartments in the county who do not avail of the Council’s waste collection service. The waste management service to these is provided by private waste collectors through the management companies for the particular complex(s). Some of these apartments also receive a recycling service but there are no statistics available to the Council as yet in this regard.

In order to assist in the achievement of recycling targets as set out in the Waste Management Plan for the Dublin Region 2005 – 2010, the Council’s objective is that every householder and apartment resident in the county should be able to avail of a segregated waste service and methods of how to achieve this objective are the subject of ongoing review”.

Following a discussion to which Councillors C. Jones, C. King, M. Corr, M. Daly, J. Neville and K. Warren contributed, Mr. M. Coleman, Senior Executive Officer responded to queries raised.   The report was NOTED and it was AGREED that a Headed Item would issue to the October meeting of the Tallaght Area Committee Meeting dealing with Environment Business.

T/682/06
SUSPENSION OF STANDING ORDERS

It was proposed by An Cathaoirleach, Councillor K. Warren and AGREED that in accordance with Standing  Orders No. 76 to suspend standing orders to deal with a Motion in the name of Councillor C. Jones.

It was proposed by Councillor C. Jones, seconded by Councillor M. Corr:

“That this Committee calls on the Environment Department to liaise with Building Control to immediately investigate the hazardous health situation that arose for new home occupiers due to building faults in the Belfry development”

Following a contribution from Councillor C. Jones, Mr. M. Coleman, Senior Executive Officer responded to queries raised.   The Report was NOTED and it was AGREED that a report would issue to the October meeting of the Tallaght Area Committee dealing with Environment Business.

The Meeting concluded at 5.30 p.m.

Siniú:
______________________

Dáta:
________________

An Cathaoirleach







