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COMHAIRLE CHONTAE ÁTHA CLIATH THEAS

SOUTH DUBLIN COUNTY COUNCIL

TERENURE RATHFARNHAM AREA 

COMMITTEE MEETING (2)

Minutes of Terenure Rathfarnham Area Committee Meeting (2), (dealing with Housing, Community, Parks and Environment business) held on  5th September 2006.

	PRESENT

	

	Councillors

	M. Ardagh

	C. Keane

	J. Lahart

	S. Laing

	T. McDermott

	E. Walsh

A. White


An Cathaoirleach, Councillor T. McDermott , presided.     
OFFICIALS PRESENT

	Senior Executive Officers 
	B. Coman,J. Quinlivan, M.Coleman

	Senior Parks Superintendent 
	C. Boylan

	Senior Architect
	P. De Roe

	Senior Engineer
	D. Finch

	Senior Executive Parks Superintendent
	M. Keenan

	Administrative Officers
	T. Curtin, T. O’Neill, J. Kilgarriff

	County Librarian
	I. Stobbart

	Staff Officer
	N. Fitzgibbon


TR/592/06
CONFIRMATION AND RE-AFFIRMATION OF MINUTES

Minutes of meeting of Terenure Rathfarnham Area Committee (2), dealing with Environment, Housing, Parks and Community business held on 13th June 2006, which had been circulated, were submitted, APPROVED as a true record and signed.

It was proposed by Councillor T. McDermott, seconded by Councillor J. Lahart and RESOLVED:-

“That the recommendations contained in the Minutes of the Terenure Rathfarnham Area Committee Meeting (2) held on 13th June 2006 be ADOPTED and APPROVED.” 
HOUSING  BUSINESS

TR/593/06
QUESTIONS

It was proposed by Councillor T. McDermott seconded by Councillor A. White and RESOLVED:             
“That pursuant to Standing Order No. 13, questions numbered 1 and 2 be ADOPTED and 

APPROVED.”

TR/594/06
GARDEN WASTE LIMEKILN GREEN
QUESTION: Cllr. Eamonn Walsh
“To ask the Manager to arrange to have the garden waste left by the garden contractors at the rear of the maisonette Nos. 63,64,65 and 66 Limekiln Green and to record the residents total disgust with the work carried out by the contractors?"

REPLY:
South Dublin County Council have not engaged garden contractors to work in the gardens of the maisonette no.s 63,64,65 and 66 Limekiln Green.  An inspection has confirmed that the garden materials in the gardens consists of bushes cut back by the tenants. Article 14 of our Tenancy Agreement provides that it is the tenant's responsibility to maintain gardens in a clean and tidy condition. The Council does not normally provide skips for the removal of garden cuttings and materials however, given the profile of the tenants involved, the Estate Management section will contact the residents with a view to resolving the matter.
TR/595/06
REFURBISH PEARSE BROTHERS FLATS

Question:  Councillor A. White 

“To ask the Manager for a report on the current position regarding the plan to refurbish Pearse Brothers Flats and can he furnish an outline timetable for these works?"

Reply:

Pearse Brothers Park, which was constructed in 1957 consists of 19 tenanted units - 18 maisonettes and 1 house. The estate is in need of significant upgrade works and is included in the planned extension of the Remedial Works Scheme.

Pearse Brothers Park was included in the Accelerated Gas Fired Central Heating Programme, and installations were completed throughout the estate in 2005.
The estate was electrically upgraded approximately 15 years ago, and is not included in the current Electrical Upgrade Programme. Pearse Brothers Park is included in the second phase of the Mains Smoke Alarm programme, which is due to commence in early 2007. An External Painting Programme was completed at Pearse Brothers Park in 2004, under general maintenance works. 

The Council’s Architectural Services Department have recommended that the estate be included in a refurbishment programme in the next two to three years, and a feasibility study and cost estimate will be undertaken in 2006/7. The initial steps in the preparation of this plan have been programmed for the second half of 2006 following the adoption of the Ballyboden Area Plan. The preliminary stage, which is underway, involves land acquisition, and discussions with the relevant land owners is on-going. 

Submissions under the Ballyboden Village Plan were received from residents of Pearse Brothers/Palmer Park indicating their preference to be rehoused locally when the existing units are refurbished, and the Council is agreeable to this proposal. Sites within the Council’s ownership at the entrance to Glendoher Estate; at Kingston, Taylors Lane; at the rear of Pearse Brothers Park adjacent to school (subject to agreement on access with school authorities) and at the eastern end of Pearse Brothers Park adjacent to the existing maisonettes have been identified for the provision / procurement of the required accommodation. The design of the individual replacement schemes will be the subject of consultation with the local residents.

The Council is also committed to developing an estate-wide plan to address overall environmental issues (including parking) for the Pearse Brothers Park / Palmer Park area. A separate consultation will take place on this plan which will be developed taking account of the submissions received in the Village Plan process.



TR/596/06
REPORT ON HOUSING CONSTRUCTION PROGRAMME

The following report by the Manager, which had been circulated, was CONSIDERED:
Report on Housing Construction Programme:  

The up-to-date position of the construction programme for the Terenure/Rathfarnham area is set out in the detail below: - 
Completions 2004:-

Terenure/Rathfarnham Area

	Scheme Name
	No. Of Units
	Completion

	Whitechurch Phase 3 
	7
	September, 2004

	Whitechurch Phase 3
	2
	December, 2004

	Sub Total
	9
	


Completions in 2005:-

Terenure/Rathfarnham

	Scheme
	No. Of Units
	Completion

	Whitechurch Phase 3
	4
	April, 2005

	Whitechurch Phase 3
	4
	May, 2005 

	Whitechurch Phase 3
	2
	July 2005

	Sub Total
	10
	


ON SITE:-

Terenure/Rathfarnham

	Scheme Name
	No of Units

	Whitechurch Phase 4 (SH242)
	29 & Community facility

Anticipated completion date December 2007

	Sub Total
	29 & Community facility


Part 8 Approved by Council:- 

Terenure/Rathfarnham

	Scheme
	No of Units

	Whitechurch Phase 5
	7

	
	Part 8 report approved at July 2006 Council meeting. Cost Plan submitted to DOEHLG for approval on 21st  August 2006.

	Sub Total
	7


At Concept/Design Stage:-

Terenure/Rathfarnham

	Scheme
	No. of Units

	Palmer Park / Pearse Brothers Park
	Preliminary concept of support infill

housing for this scheme to be presented to this ACM.


Other potential sites are also being examined.
Mr. P. De Roe, Senior Architect, gave a presentation on 2 possible infill sites at Glendoher Drive and Kingston Court.   Following contributions from Councillors A. White, M. Ardagh, T. McDermott, C. Keane, S. Laing, E. Walsh and J. Lahart the report was NOTED.  It was AGREED to prepare consultation drawings for the two sites, talking note of the issues raised and forward a copy to the members for their information. The Housing Department will engage in consultation with the residents and a further report will be presented to the November Meeting.

 

 
TR/597/06   NEW WORKS

It was NOTED that there was no business under this heading.

TR/598/06
CORRESPONDENCE

It was NOTED that there was no business under this heading.

TR/599/06
CATHAOIRLEACH’S BUSINESS

It was NOTED that there was no business received under this heading.

COMMUNITY BUSINESS 
TR/600/06
QUESTIONS

It was proposed by Councillor T. McDermott, seconded by Councillor A. White and RESOLVED:
“That pursuant to Standing Order No. 13, question numbers 3 and 4 be ADOPTED and APPROVED.”

TR/601/06    PROGRESS OF WORKS AT TEMPLEOGUE HOUSE

QUESTION:   Councillor M. Ardagh

"To ask the Manager for an update on the progress of the works at Templeogue House."
REPLY:

Templeogue House and its site are a protected structure and a recorded monument. Works are under way at present to construct a new plaza in front of Templeogue House and to re-configure the existing car-park to facilitate the eventual re-use of Templeogue House as a community facility. In order to obtain the necessary licenses to excavate from the Department of the Environment, Heritage and Local Government, a series of trial holes were dug on the site last year, under the direction of a consultant Archaeologist.

As excavation of the site began, material of archaeological interest was discovered. To date these include 18th century landscape garden walls, part of the culvert of the former city watercourse, part of a dwelling house, a drainage ditch and a large cobbled forecourt of 18th century origin. The findings include two fine 18th century manholes with fine cut stone covers. These have been removed for safe keeping. This material is being examined and recorded by the consultant Archaeologist. The discovered material is evaluated by the Archaeologist in terms of its uniqueness in a national and regional context, its historical value and its condition. The Archaeologist decides whether the material should be retained in–situ, moved off site for safe-keeping or if it can be disposed of after it has been recorded. Any material of special interest must be handed over to the National Museum for safe-keeping.

Although the Archaeologist has decided that none of the material found to date needs to be retained in situ, the Council has decided to retain and salvage as much as possible, in the interests of local history. To this end, the culverted city watercourse will be retained in-situ under the new plaza, the cobbles salvaged and re-used on the surface of the plaza and the stone artefacts mentioned above retained for later exhibition. The landscaped garden walls will not be disturbed and will be retained in situ under the new car-park. It is envisaged that some of these retained structures will be identified on the new plaza by inset paving or other suitable markers. 

The excavation of the site and the Archaeologist’s work is ongoing. Therefore the archaeological report is as yet incomplete and the Members will updated as work continues.

Phase 2 of the Car Park is currently underway and nearing completion.

As a result of meetings with the Heritage Section of the Department of the Environment, Heritage and Local Government regarding proposals for the development and renovation of the House, whose specific consent is required, new drawings, specifications and costings have to be drawn up. These are currently being finalized and a further report will be brought to the Committee in the near future.

As soon as these revised plans / proposals as finalized are acceptable to the Heritage Section of the DOEHLG it is intended to proceed to tender. 

TR/602/06   KISSING GATE ADJACENT TO 45A ROSSMORE LAWN
QUESTION:   Councillor S. Laing

"To ask the Manager when is he going to carry out the necessary repair work at the kissing gate adjacent to 45a Rossmore Lawn and connecting Templeogue House as requested by me sometime ago."
REPLY:

Phase 2 of the Works on the car-parking and access areas to the grounds of Templeogue House are underway.

To the west of the site there is a kissing gate where the park joins with a residential street. The concrete ground surface is cracked and broken under the gate. The area, approximately 1.3m * 3m is to be repaired so that the surface is smooth and level. 

The works in relation to these repairs are scheduled as part of this phase.

TR/603/06   APPLICATION FOR GRANTS
The following report by the Manager, which had been circulated, was CONSIDERED:
Application for Grants 

Application for grants under the Council’s Community Grants Scheme have been received from the organisations listed below. Payment of these grants to these organisations, in accordance with the conditions of the Scheme, in the amounts set out hereunder, is recommended for approval:-

	Ref:
	Group

	Type of Application


	Date of Application
	Amount



	GF 1430
	Knocklyon Community Centre,
	Upgrading of Existing Community Centre
	12/05/06
	€8,000

	GF 1452
	Cherryfield Residents Association
	Community Activity
	28/06/06
	€500


A Contribution is being made to the following group:

	Group

	Type of Application


	Amount



	Scoil Mhuire Ballyboden,
	Contribution
	€300


Application for Grants (Arts Act 2003)

Application for a grant under the Council’s Arts Grants Scheme has been received from the organisation listed below. Payment of this grant to this organisation, in accordance with the conditions of the Scheme, in the amount set out hereunder, is recommended for approval:-

	Ref:
	Group

	Type of Application


	Date of Application
	Amount



	AGF 548
	Knocklyon Art Group,

Hillside, Old Knocklyon Road, Dublin 16
	Arts Grant towards Annual Exhibition
	9/8/06
	€1000

	AGF 546
	Templeogue Orchestral Performance Summer School
	Arts Grant towards inaugural event
	20/6/06
	€2000

	AGF 520
	Bloomfield Care Centre, 

Stocking Lane, Rathfarnham

Dublin 16
	Arts Grant towards visual art programme
	14/6/06
	€500



	AGF 542
	St. Peter’s Junior National School, Greenhills, Dublin 12
	Arts Grant towards a Music, Arts and Dance Day
	1/6/06
	€400

	AGF 540
	Cumann na bhFiann, Whitechurch
	Arts Grant towards Dance Workshops in the Rupert Guinness Theatre
	17/5/06
	€400


It was proposed by Councillor T. McDermott, seconded by Councillor M. Ardagh and RESOLVED:

“That this Committee recommends that South Dublin County Council APPROVE the grants as set out in the foregoing report.”

TR/604/06   LIBRARY NEWS EVENTS
The following report by the Manager was READ and NOTED:
September 2006

	Branch
	Events
	Date

	Ballyroan
	Exhibition: 1916 The Rathfarnham Connection
	Month of September

	
	U3A
Promoted by Age Action Ireland. A self-help model of lifelong learning for older people.
	Monday 4th September at 11am

	
	French/English Exchange Conversation Group
	Mondays at 7pm

	
	Computer Class
	Wednesdays from 10am – 12pm

	
	Family History Series 

A course presented by Arbor Genealogy/Family history Service which will endeavour to show you how to find your ancestors. All Welcome
	Thursdays from 8pm

	
	Writers Group


	Thursdays at 10.30am 

	
	Housebound deliveries
	Friday 8th September



	
	Junior Chess Club for 8-14 year olds
	Resumes Saturday 9th September at 10.30am

	
	Readers Group
	Tuesday 12th September at 7pm

	
	Exhibition: Oidhreacht Photograph Competition 2006 
	Wednesday 13th –Saturday 30th September

	
	Story time for 3-6 year olds
	Resumes Wednesday 13th September at 3pm

	
	Launch and presentation of Prizes Oidhreacht Photograph Competition 2006
	Wednesday 13th September at 8pm

	
	Parent & Toddler Group
	Resumes Friday 15th September at 10.30am

	
	Irish Conversation Group
	Resumes Monday 18th September at 6.45pm

	
	Ballyroan Poetry Circle
	Tuesday 19th September from 6.45pm – 8pm

	
	Irish History Live 

Recreating the events of Easter 1916. For Primary School Classes Booking necessary
	Wednesday 20th September at 10am & 12pm

	
	Spanish Conversation Group
	Resumes Wednesday 20th September at 7pm

	
	Housebound deliveries
	Friday 22nd September



	
	Readers Group
	Tuesday 26th September at 7pm


For further information contact 4941900

September 2006

	Branch
	Events
	Date

	Tallaght
	Exhibition: 150 Years of St. Mary’s Priory, Tallaght
	Month of September

	
	Heritage Month 

Introduction to PC’s 
	Friday 1st September from 10am – 4pm

	
	Heritage Month Guided Walk of Bohernabreena Reservoir
	Sunday 3rd September

	
	Book Club
	Resumes Tuesday 5th September at 7pm

	
	Music Appreciation with Ted Courtney for 12 Weeks Booking Required.
	Starts Wednesday 6th from 10am - 1pm

	
	Heritage Month 

Irish Genealogy On The Internet with John Grenham
	Wednesday 6th of September at 7.30pm


	
	Teenage Activity

Rap Workshop – Rehearsal and Performance Skills with Glenn Boyne. Age Group 14 - 21 Booking required.
	Starts Thursday 7th from 6.30 - 8pm 

	
	Start Your Own Business Three week course 

Booking Required.
	Starting Saturday 9th from 10-12pm. 

	
	Autism – Parents Support Group
	Tuesday 12th from 10am - 11.30am

	
	Parent and Toddler Group Booking Required.
	Resuming Wednesday 13th from 10.30am-12pm

	
	Traveller History Project
	Thursday 14th September from 10.30am - 12.30pm

	
	Traveller History Project
	Friday 15th September from 10.30am -12.30pm

	
	English for Foreign Nationals – Pre-Intermediate.

Booking Required.
	Starting Monday 18th from 6.30pm - 8pm

	
	Heritage Month

Local Studies Quiz
	Tuesday 19th  September from 10am - 12.30pm

	
	Heritage Month Lecture 

Tallaght Historical Society Lecture – “150 Years of St Mary’s Priory” 
	Wednesday 20th September at 8pm

	
	Computer Class for 5 weeks

Booking required
	Starts Wednesday 20th from 7pm - 9pm 

	
	Computer Class for 5 weeks

Booking required
	Starting 21st Thursday from 11am - 1pm

	
	Heritage Month

Local Studies Quiz
	Tuesday 26th  September from 10am -12.30pm

	
	Polish Language Course Booking required
	Starting Wednesday 27th September from 6.30pm - 8pm 


	
	Heritage Month 

1. Launch of OSI Mapping

2. Newspaper Archive

3. Consultation with Local Studies Groups

4. “Connect” for Local History Societies
	Saturday 30th September from 12.30-4.30pm


For further information contact 462 0073

September 2006

	Branch
	Events
	Date

	Whitechurch
	Yoga for Beginners & Improvers


	Monday’s from 9.30am – 1.30pm

	
	Counselling 

By appointment only
	Monday’s from 2pm – 4pm

	
	Computers for Improvers
	Monday’s from 2pm – 5pm

	
	Guitar & Keyboard lessons for beginners & improvers
	Mondays from 5.30pm – 7pm

	
	Guitar & Keyboard lessons for beginners & improvers
	Mondays from 8.30pm – 10pm

	
	Belly Dancing
	Monday’s from 7.30pm – 8.30pm

	
	Local Historical Studies
	Monday’s from 8pm – 10pm

	
	Art Classes for Beginners & Improvers
	Tuesday’s from 9.30am – 1.30am

	
	Library open
	Tuesday 6pm-8pm

Wednesday 1pm-5pm

Thursday 4pm-8pm

	
	Women’s Arts & Crafts
	Tuesday’s from 2pm – 4pm

	
	Counselling

By appointment only
	Tuesday’s from 2pm – 4pm

	
	Computer’s for beginners
	Tuesday’s from 2pm – 5pm

	
	Computer’s for improvers
	Tuesday’s from 6.30pm – 9.30pm

	
	Woodcarving
	Tuesday’s from 8pm – 9.30pm

	
	Community Healing

By appointment Reiki, Reflexology, Counselling, Massage, Facials, manicures, addiction counselling. Walk-in service: Ear Acupuncture for stress management and relaxation.
	Wednesday’s from 2pm – 9.30pm

	
	Computers for beginners
	Wednesday’s from 2pm – 3.30

	
	Spanish Classes
	Thursday’s from 9.30am –1.30pm

	
	Adult Basic Education
	Thursday’s from 9.30am – 11.30am

	
	Social History Group
	Thursday’s from 2pm –4pm

	
	Computers for Senior Citizens
	Thursday’s from 2pm – 5pm

	
	Ballyboden Village Community & Business Association
	Thursday’s from 7pm – 9pm

	
	Pilates
	Thursday’s from 7pm – 9.30pm

	
	Computer’s for Improvers / Internet Access
	Thursday’s from 8pm – 9.30pm

	
	Computers
	Friday’s from 10am – 1pm

	
	Bookclub
	Every second Friday from 10.30am – 12.30pm

	
	Guitar & Keyboard lessons for adults & children
	Saturdays from 9am – 6pm


For further information contact 493 0199
TR/605/06
NEW WORKS

It was NOTED that there was no business under this heading.

TR/606/06
CORRESPONDENCE

It was NOTED that there was no business under this heading.


TR/607/06
CATHAOIRLEACH’S BUSINESS

It was NOTED that there was no business under this heading. 

TR/608/06
FARMERS MARKET AT RATHFARNHAM

It was proposed by Councillor J. Lahart and seconded by Councillor C. Keane
"That pending the outcome of the inaugural County Farmer's Market at Tallaght, the Council begins investigating the possibility and appropriateness of locating a Farmer's Market at Rathfarnham, either in the grounds of the Castle, or in the Village itself, on designated dates, and to be run on designated days of the year."
The following report by the Manager was READ and NOTED.
 

REPORT:

“The identification of High Street, Tallaght as the most advantageous location for a high quality Farmers Market was agreed by the Arts, Culture, An Gaeilge, Education and Libraries Strategic Policy Committee at its meeting held on 25th May 2006 and recommended to the Members of the Council for formal adoption at its meeting of 12th June 2006.

The location is at the western end of the street, in a pedestrian area adjacent to the Abberley Court Hotel. The site is currently being landscaped and upgraded and will be available for the location and operation of the Market September / October 2006.

The council will monitor and evaluate the attraction of this market to the public and should it prove successful will consider other similar locations around the County that would benefit in a sustainable manner from such a venture.”
PARKS BUSINESS

TR/609/06 
QUESTIONS
It was proposed by Councillor T. McDermott, seconded by Councillor A. White and RESOLVED:             
“That pursuant to Standing Order No. 13, questions numbered 5 to 8 inclusive be

ADOPTED and APPROVED.”

TR/610/06
PROGRESS REPORT – Rockfield Avenue/Whitehall Road

QUESTION:   Councillor M. Ardagh

“To ask the Manager for a progress report on the preparation of the design plan for the shrubbery at the grass margin at the junction of Rockfield Avenue and Whitehall Road?”
REPLY:

The Parks Department has no proposal for replacement of the grass margin with a shrubbery at the junction of Rockfield Avenue with Whitehall Road.

Shrub planting was previously undertaken at this location and was not successful in resolving the matter of cars parking on the margin.  

This junction has been the subject of considerable discussion between residents and the Council’s Roads & Parks Departments.  

The Parks Department’s consistent recommendation for this location is hard surfacing of the margin and installation of suitably placed bollards.     
TR/611/06
GLENDOWN GREEN – PATH MARKINGS
QUESTION:   Councillor M. Ardagh

“To ask the Manager to mark out the new path on Glendown Green in kilometers so that residents can be aware of the distances they are walking or running.”

REPLY:

The total length of the new path on Glendown Green is 0.293 kilometres.  Arrangements will be made to mark this distance on the path surface.
TR/612/06
PLAYGROUND EQUIPMENT – EXTRA MONIES
QUESTION:   Councillor J. Lahart

“To ask the manager how the Council proposes to spend the additional €120,000 granted by the Minister for the Environment, Dick Roche TD,  towards the cost of playground equipment and how much of that will be spent on facilities available to residents in Terenure-Rathfarnham?”

REPLY:

The Council was notified on the 19th July last by the Department of the Environment, Heritage and Local Government of a grant of €120,000 under the Playground Grant Scheme 2006 and the closing date for receipt of the application for this grant is the 22nd September 2006.  The grant is for the purchase of playground equipment and the final decision on the location is to be made by the elected members of the authority.  Other conditions include consultation with children in relation to the design and development of the scheme involving local schools or local comhairle na nóg.  

Having regard to the distribution of existing playground facilities throughout the County and the availability of funding from RAPID schemes for the provision of such facilities in the northern and western parts of the County it is proposed that this grant be utilised for the provision of a playground in Rathfarnham Castle Park.  There is a depot facility in the park and this factor is considered important for the supervision and maintenance of the facility once provided.

Following the adoption of the Play Policy at the Council Meeting on the 10th July last, a draft schedule of playground facilities proposed for the next five years is being prepared, on the basis of a number of criteria and will be presented to the Sports-Recreation, Community & Parks Strategic Policy Committee on the 13th September 2006.  In the meantime, the approval of the members for the location of a playground facility at Rathfarnham Castle Park funded by the above mentioned grant is required in order to submit the application by the closing date.  

This matter is being presented as a headed item at todays meeting.

TR/613/06
ST. JOSEPH’S ROAD – TREE PRUNING 

QUESTION:   Councillor E. Walsh

“To ask the manager to have tree out side house on St. Josephs Road Greenhills (details supplied) pruned drastically as it is blocking daylight severely and results in lights to be on all day and to give this priority in the pruning season.”
REPLY:

This tree will be listed for pruning under the 2006/07 Arboricultural Programme which will be undertaken between November 2006 and March 2007.

TR/614/06
REPORT OF THE PROVISION OF PLAYGROUNDS

The following report by the Manager, which had been circulated, was CONSIDERED:
“The Council was notified on the 19th July last by the Department of the Environment, Heritage and Local Government of a grant of €120,000 under the Playground Grant Scheme 2006 and the closing date for receipt of the application for this grant is the 22nd September 2006.  The grant is for the purchase of playground equipment and the final decision on the location is to be made by the elected members of the authority.  Other conditions include consultation with children in relation to the design and development of the scheme involving local schools or local comhairle na nóg.  

Having regard to the distribution of existing playground facilities throughout the County and the availability of funding from RAPID schemes for the provision of such facilities in the northern and western parts of the County it is proposed that this grant be utilised for the provision of a playground in Rathfarnham Castle Park.  There is a depot facility in the park and this factor is considered important for the supervision and maintenance of the facility once provided.

Following the adoption of the Play Policy at the Council Meeting on the 10th July last, a draft schedule of playground facilities proposed for the next five years is being prepared, on the basis of a number of criteria and will be presented to the Sports-Recreation, Community & Parks Strategic Policy Committee on the 13th September 2006.  In the meantime, the approval of the members for the location of a playground facility at Rathfarnham Castle Park funded by the above mentioned grant is required in order to submit the application by the closing date.  

Following approval, a Part 8 Planning Consultation Procedure will then be initiated for the proposed playground on the basis of the location indicated on the attached aerial photo of the park.”

[image: image1.wmf]Proposed location 

for playgrou...


Dr.C. Boylan, Senior Parks Superintendent presented the report and following contributions from Councillors A. White, J. Lahart, M. Ardagh, C. Keane and S. Laing it was AGREED to recommend to the full Council the location of a playground facility in Rathfarnham Castle Park. 
It was AGREED to suspend Standing Orders and extend the meeting by 15 minutes.

TR/615/06  
NEW WORKS

It was NOTED that there was no business under this heading.

TR/616/06   
CORRESPONDENCE
It was NOTED that there was no business under this heading.

TR/617/06
          CATHAOIRLEACH’S BUSINESS

It was NOTED that there was no business under this heading.

TR/618/06     OWENDOHER RIVER WALKWAY – BUDGET AND EXPENDITURE

It was proposed by Councillor J. Lahart and seconded by Councillor C. Keane.
“That the Manager present a detailed update of progress to date on the implementation of the Owendoher River Linear Walkway and to outline the budget and expenditure in 2005 on same and the proposed budget and expenditure for 2006."
The following report by the Manager which had been circulated was READ:
REPORT:

“The construction of a pedestrian bridge linking Prospect Manor to Edmonstown Road is underway and is being provided by the Developer of the  adjoining apartment complex. 

The installation of public lighting will be undertaken in the Prospect Manor open space to facilitate access across the bridge at all times. 

Also proposals are currently being developed for the provision of signage to provide information on the Owendoher River and its features at key locations.

It is proposed that approximately €20,000 will be spent in the current year and a further €50,000 will be spent in 2007.”
It was AGREED to take Motion 8 in the name of Councillor C. Keane in conjunction with the above.

BROOKWOOD – ANTI-SOCIAL BEHAVIOUR

It was proposed by Councillor C. Keane and seconded by Councillor J. Lahart.

“That this committee discusses the serious issue of having the river bank open at Brookwood, an unprecedented level of anti-social behaviour occurs there. Children can access the area to retrieve balls as there is no protection. Residents have signed a petition to have a railing erected there. It has already been agreed to have the area assessed again and to report on that assessment to enable this committee to make a final recommendation with a view to solving this longstanding problem.”
The following report by the Manager was READ:
REPORT:

“Arrangements will be made to meet with the Brookwood residents within the next few weeks to seek to identify a solution to this matter.”
Following contributions from Councillors, J. Lahart, C. Keane and A White, Mr. C. Boylan, Senior Parks Superintendent responded to queries raised and the reports were NOTED.
It was AGREED to present a further report on Brookwood to the next meeting of this Committee.
TR/619/06   RATHFARNHAM-TERENURE WARD – MAINTENANCE

The following Motion in the name of Councillor J. Lahart was MOVED without discussion.

“That this area committee discuss the standards of open space maintenance in the Rathfarnham-Terenure Ward."                                             

REPORT:

“The maintenance of parks and open spaces is at its most critical in the springtime when the growing season is at its peak and the quick pace of early season grass growth exceeds our capacity to maintain grassed areas with the desired frequency. This year the very wet weather during May provided an abundance of moisture in the soil to support growth with the result that high quality regular maintenance of open spaces was extremely difficult to achieve.  

As the summer season advanced, the dry period of July slowed grass growth enabling a higher quality of open space maintenance to be achieved.  Grass cutting operations in the area are now under control at this stage.  However, weed control has been less than satisfactory as the wet spring facilitated their early establishment. It is proposed to address this issue next year with earlier spraying.  

During the past few months, our staff have been called upon by the litter warden on many occasions to clean up all sorts of rubbish and illegal dumping from open spaces and this problem seems to have increased this year in the Terenure / Rathfarnham area.  All requests have been dealt with promptly.

Also, our staff have been working positively in cooperation with a number of residents associations including Glendown, WORK, Glendoher, Boden Park and Whitechurch to initiate a whole range of improvements in addition to those in the works programme.  

These extra works include

· new planting in the Glendown area, 

· provision of assistance including shrubs for planting and supply of mulch to the WORK residents, 

· planting and general improvement works in Glendoher Park and for Boden Park.

Currently we are preparing design schemes and supply of plants to Whitechurch residents for roundabouts and key open spaces in their area.”
ENVIRONMENT BUSINESS

TR/620/06
QUESTIONS

It was proposed by Councillor T. McDermott, seconded by Councillor A. White and RESOLVED:             
“That pursuant to Standing Order No. 13, question numbered 9 to 17 be ADOPTED and 
APPROVED.”

TR/621 /06
HILLSIDE PARK/BALLYBODEN ROAD – LITTER BINS

Question:   Councillor M. Ardagh

"To ask the Manager to place litter bins at each entrance to the laneway between Hillside Park and Ballyboden Road to help reduce the litter in the laneway which is used by pupils in the local schools."
Reply:

There is currently a litter bin in place at the Hillside Park end of the laneway in question, and a second bin very close to the lane at the Ballyboden Road end.  The use of these litter bins will be monitored by the Cleansing Section over the coming weeks.  If this establishes a need for additional bins in the area these will be installed as soon as possible.
TR/622 /06
THE DRIVE BODEN PARK – CONCERNS OVER WATER MAIN
Question:   Councillor J. Lahart
“To ask the Manager if he is aware of concerns of residents of The Drive, Boden Park, who communicated these concerns to Mr John Bonner of Dublin City Council, with regard to the possibility that the Boden Heath development may have been constructed over the 1000mm water main?”

Reply:

This matter, which was queried by the Boden Park Residents, was raised by South Dublin County Council with Dublin City Council in 2005. At that time the matter was thoroughly investigated and the 9m setback of buildings from the watermain was confirmed by Dublin City Council. This investigative work included the digging of two trial holes. It also confirmed that the watermain is located as per Dublin City Council’s “as constructed” records and as shown on the drawings of the contractor who built the estate Park Developments Ltd.

The Residents of Nos 9,11,13,15, & 17 The Drive, Boden Park who signed the letter posing the original query, were informed of these facts in letters dated the 1st June 2005 and also 30th August 2005 from the Divisional Engineer Dublin City Council. 

TR/623 /06   ERECTION OF ILLEGAL POSTERS

Question:   Councillor M. Ardagh

"To ask the Manager to state what the Council's policy is regarding action groups postering phone connection/ESB boxes with posters and to state if the litter warden in the Greenhills area contacts those responsible?"
Reply:

Council’s Litter Wardens monitor the erection of illegal posters of the type mentioned and enforce the Litter Pollution Act 1997 in this regard.  In accordance with Section 19(1) of the Act a person is not entitled to place an advertisement or defacement on any structure, land, door, gate, window, tree, pole or post unless the person is authorised in advance in writing to do so by the owner of the property.  In order to prove this in court the litter warden will require the owner of the property to give evidence that such authorisation had not been given.  This is problematic as the litter wardens have difficulty in obtaining such evidence and witnesses when required.  Posters and notices calling a public meeting or relating to elections and referenda are legal under Section 19(7b) of the Act, provided certain conditions have been met, and many of the posters erected around the County are of this type.

The litter warden for the area has been asked to take action against any groups erecting illegal posters of this nature in the Terenure/Rathfarnham area.  The warden will make contact with those groups directly regarding this matter and will continue to seek witnesses as necessary in order to pursue these matters through the courts. 

TR/624/06            KENNINGTON/WILDERWOOD – GRAFFITI
Question:   Councillor C. Keane

"To ask the Manager for a list of the areas where the Graffiti squad have removed graffiti in the TRAC area and the list of outstanding areas and to state when same will be removed from the park walls at Kennington/Willderwood open space?"
Reply:
Graffiti has been removed from the following list of areas over the Summer months :

Cypress Grove South, Dangan Avenue, Elkwood Estate,  Firhouse Road, Glenlyon Estate, Grangebrook Estate, Grange Road, Greenhills Park, Hillside Park, Ballyroan Road (laneway), Ballyroan Crescent, Limekiln Close, Marian Road, Moyville Estate, Springfield Crescent, Templeroan Roundabout, Templeville Park, Washington Lane, Willbrook Estate, Willbrook House and Willbrook Road.

The list of areas remaining to be treated is currently being updated, and therefore is not available at present.  The graffiti mentioned at Kennington/Wilderwood will be removed in the next three to four weeks approximately.

In addition to the above list the Council’s specialist contractor has removed graffiti from the Ely Monument on Dodder Park Road.

TR/625/06            WASHINGTON LANE – MAINS WATER SUPPLY
Question:   Councillor J. Lahart

“To ask the Manager to prioritise the connection of the residents in the cottages on Washington Lane with the mains water supply and to report on the matter."

 Reply:

The Council’s Water Maintenance Section is aware of pressure related problems on some “long service” water pipes in Washington Lane.  Under the Council’s Programme of Network Improvement Schemes 2005-2008 this location has been scheduled for a new public water main.  The main is scheduled to be laid during 2008.

TR/626/06            FORTFIELD AREA – JUNK COLLECTION
Question:   Councillor S. Laing

"To ask the Manager why has the Fortfield area not been included in the current programme for a Junk collection."
Reply:
Junk collection was last provided in Fortfield in September 2002.  The service is provided on a five year rotational basis to estates within the County, and accordingly Fortfield was not included in the schedule for 2006.  

TR/627/06            GREENHILLS/GREENPARK ESTATE – LITTER BIN
Question:   Councillor  E. Walsh

"To ask the Manager to install a litter bin at bus stop on Greenhills near new supermarket and adjacent to Greenpark Estate."
Reply:
The engineer in charge of the cleansing section reports that he has inspected the location in question.  At the present time it is not possible to install the bin at the location requested, due to inadequate footpath width.  However possible ways of overcoming this difficulty will be examined, and if this can be achieved a litter bin will be installed at this location in due course.
TR/628/06            GREENHILLS COMMUNITY CENTRE – CLEANUP
Question:   Councillor  E. Walsh
"To ask the Manager to arrange for a cleanup around the perimeter of Greenhills Community Centre as soon as possible and to note that the problem is caused in some cases by anti-social behaviour?"
Reply:
The location in question, Greenhills Community Centre has been inspected and staff from the Cleansing Section will carry out the clean up as requested.  Unfortunately, due to the fact that Cleansing section staff are currently deployed on junk collections which will continue until the end of September, it will not be possible to arrange this clean up until the end of September / early October. 

TR/629/06            ST JAMES ROAD – NOISE LEVEL FROM BAKERY

Question:   Councillor  E. Walsh
“To ask the Manager to make a report to this Committee on the unacceptable noise level coming from the bakery in Greenhills Industrial Estate which is causing great annoyance to residents on St. James Road resulting in loss of sleep and in recent hot weather having to keep all their windows closed and most of the noise is at night time?”

Reply:

As a result of a complaint from a resident on St Columbas Road regarding noise levels emanating from a premises in the Greenhills Industrial Estate, the Environmental Health Officer visited the premises and was given an assurance from the Manager of the premises that doors would in future be kept closed at all times except during deliveries.  This information was given to the resident who has also received log sheets from the Environmental Health Officer to keep records of dates and times of noise disturbances.

Investigation of the complaint is ongoing and the examination of the log sheets may result in noise monitoring at the site.

TR/630/06
NEW WORKS
It was NOTED that there was no business received under this heading.

TR/631/06
CORRESPONDENCE

It was NOTED that there was no business received under this heading.

TR/632/06
CATHAOIRLEACH’S BUSINESS

It was NOTED that there was no business received under this heading.

TR/633/06  THE FOLLOWING ITEMS WERE NOT REACHED:-
OUTDOOR BOWLING GREEN – TIME SCHEDULE

MOTION:   Councillor S. Laing

“That the Manager give a full detailed report on the time schedule for the Outdoor Bowling Green and to state its location and finance available.”
OVERGROWN TREES – ORWELL PARK DRIVE/CYPRESS DRIVE  

MOTION:   Councillor M. Ardagh

“That the Manager give a report on the situation in relation to the overgrown trees in the gardens in Orwell Park Drive which are overshadowing the gardens at No. 24 The Avenue, Cypress Drive and are of such a height that they appear dangerous and advise on what action the Council can take to encourage the owners of the trees to fell them in the interests of their neighbours.”
GLENDOHER PARK – DETAILED REPORT

MOTION:   Councillor S. Laing

“That the Manager give a full detailed report of the work carried out on the open space in Glendoher Park and what are the plans for the completion of this project and to state if funds are available.”
CHERRYFIELD RESIDENTS ASSOCIATION - DUMPING  
MOTION : Councillor M. Ardagh
"That the Manager take on board the concerns of the Cherryfield Residents Association in relation to the ongoing dumping and fly-tipping in the laneways in Beechfield/Cherryfield, particularly the laneway from Beechfield Road to Cromwellsfort Road and will he devise a scheme to carry out clean-ups and resurfacing of all the laneways in the area, on a phased basis over the remainder of the term of the current Council, and will he consult with the members of the Cherryfield Residents Association in the next month to devise this plan and work out the implementation of the plan, so that the residents can reclaim their laneways for this own convenience."

COMBATING AND REMOVING GRAFFITTI

Motion: Councillor J. Lahart

In commending the manager on the work in combating and removing graffitti as per my motion in June, I would request the manager to present a report to the meeting on progress to date and in particular what contacts the manager has had with the Gardai on this matter and whether a report is available from the Gardai also.

OWENDOHER RIVER – CLEAN UP

Motion: Councillor A. White

“That the Manager arrange for a clean-up to be done at the Owendoher River adjacent to Woodview Cottages and especially the ditch and banks of the river at this location”.

LANEWAY OFF ST. PETERS ROAD – INCLUDE ON ROUTE

Motion: Councillor M. Ardagh
"That the Barrow Man operating on Walkinstown Roundabout includes the first section of the laneway off St. Peter's Road (opposite the Cherrytree Pub) on his rounds to deal with the constant accumulation of glass and debris at this location."

The meeting concluded at 5.45 p.m.

Siniú  ________________              Dáta ________________ 
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