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MEETING OF SOUTH DUBLIN COUNTY COUNCIL
MONDAY 9TH OCTOBER
HEADED ITEM NO. 4(c)(ii)

Minutes of meeting of the Sport, Recreation, Community and Parks Strategic Policy Committee

held on the 24th May 2006
in the Community Conference Room

                                                      Attendance

Members



Officials
Cllr M Daly



P Smith, Director of Services

Cllr D Keating


B Coman, Senior Executive Officer

Cllr F McCarthy


M Hannon Snr Exec.Parks Superintendent 

Cllr R Dowds



G Fitzgibbon, Administrative Officer

Cllr J Daly
A Shields





C Johnson                      


Apologies
J Coghlan





                       

           Cllr J Neville





Cllr K Warren
                                                      Cllr A White

An Cathaoirleach Councillor M. Daly presided.
1. Minutes of meeting of the 8th February 2006 – Agreed.
2.  Water Leisure Strategy Review
P Smith presented the report on the Review of the Water Leisure Strategy and the recommendations as set out in the Review. Mr Smith also set out the process and likely timeframe should the review be adopted by Council. Reported that should the committee agree the report it would be presented to the next meeting of Council – June 2006.

Following a debate on the document to which Cllrs F.McCarthy,D. Keating, M Daly, J Daly,R. Dowds and A. Shields and C Johnson contributed and all queries raised were responded to, the Water Leisure Strategy Review was agreed. Further discussions took place regarding the withdrawal of the original recommendation of the strategy concerning the provision of a leisure centre in Tallaght Town Centre. Agreed that the matter of provision of quality community facilities in its place be considered in the context of the Tallaght Town Centre Master plan.

3. County Play Policy – Update

G. Fitzgibbon informed the meeting that the final draft of the Play Policy presented to the Area Committees and Council had been put to consultation through the local press. It is proposed to report to July 2006 meeting of Council.
4. Community Facilities Update
An update report on new works which come within the remit of the Committee, which had been circulated was noted.  

Following a debate to which Cllr M. Daly and A. Shields contributed in particular in relation to Brookfield Community Centre progress and to which B. Coman responded the report was noted.

5. Swimming Pools – Update
B Coman presented an updated report on construction progress on both the Tallaght and Clondalkin pools. Following contributions from Cllrs M Daly, R Dowds and F McCarthy and A Shields the report was noted.
6. FBD Ras – update

A Shields presented a report on the start of the RAS 2006 at Tallaght which despite the inclement conditions went off very well and thanked the Council for their assistance on the day and the preparations leading to the start day.

The report was noted and agreed that an invite to start or finish in Tallaght next year be extended to the organising body.

7. Anti Social Behaviour – actions

B Coman  outlined the up to date position re ASB in the County and the need for all Strategic Policy Committees to investigate measures and actions that can be introduced to combat this problem. After much debate generally on the topic to which Cllrs M Daly, J Daly, R Dowds and C Johnson, J Coghlan and A Shields contributed it was agreed that the next meeting of this SPC deal more exclusively on the problems related to ASB and actions to help in its elimination. 

During the debate a number of issues were raised for consideration eg:

After School Activities

Local Community Games

Youth Drop-in Facilities

Outreach Programme

Lack of intervention

Greater co-ordination of agencies involved in all aspects of ASB eg Truancy

Greater and more effective links with schools and school activities

The Cathaoirleach also spoke of his item on the agenda on developing greater Community Spirit which is closely linked to the area of ASB and the development of actions in that regard.

Members were invited by the Cathaoirleach to make submissions on this matter and he would arrange for follow up action.

8. Parks Maintenance and upkeep

Cllr M Daly discussed the possibility of regular inspections against a benchmarking exercise in the Parks – following general debate to which Cllrs M Daly and  J Daly and A Shields, C Johnson and J Coghlan contributed to which M Hannon responded it was agreed to discuss the matter further in conjunction with ASB at the next meeting. 
9. Open Spaces

Agreed to defer this item to the next meeting

10. Any Other Business

(a) The Cathaoirleach asked that the matter of Provision of a temporary Ice Rink for Christmas period be put on the agenda for next meeting of the SPC.

(b) The Committee was advised that a submission was made to the Sports Council on behalf of SDCC ( closing date 19th May 2006) following consultation and input from the Health Board and VEC  for the establishment of a Local Sports Partnership under the County Development Board structure. This follows a review of the initiative by the Irish Sports Council on behalf of the Department Arts, Sports and Tourism and decision to proceed with the expansion of the Local Sports Partnership Network. The council’s submission outlines the authority’s readiness to become fully established and our prospects for long term sustainability.
The meeting concluded at 7.00 pm

