COMHAIRLE CHONTAE ATHA CLIATH THEAS

SOUTH  DUBLIN  COUNTY  COUNCIL

	Minutes of South Dublin County Council Adjourned Meeting held on 19th September  2006


	PRESENT


	Councillors
	Councillors

	Ardagh, M.
	Laing, S.

	Corr, M.
	Maloney, E.

	Daly, J.
	McDermott, T.

	Daly, M.
	Murphy, M.

	Dowds, R.
	Neville, J.

	Hannon, J
	O’Conchúir, S.

	Jones, C.
	O’Connell, G.

	Keane, C.
	Ridge, T.

	Keating, D.
	Tuffy, E.

	King, C.
	Walsh, E.

	Lahart, J.
	Warren, K.


OFFICIALS PRESENT

	County Manager
	J. Horan

	Directors / Heads of Function
	T. Doherty, P. Smith, P. Poole, M. Pyne

	Senior Executive Officers
	G. Keogh, J. Quinlivan, F. Nevin

	Administrative Officers
	J. Browne

	A/Senior Staff Officer
	T. Fallon

	A/Assistant Staff Officer
	M. Dunne

	Clerical Officer
	C. White

	IT Support
	G. McManus


The Mayor, Councillor E. Maloney presided. 
(C/0477/06)  CONFIRMATION AND RE-AFFIRMATION OF MINUTES

a) a) Minutes of Meeting of South Dublin County Council, 10th  July 2006, which had been circulated, were submitted and APPROVED as a true record and signed.
b) b) Minutes of Meeting of Adjourned County Council, 17th July  2006, which had been circulated, were submitted and APPROVED as a true record and signed.
(C/0478/06)  
TERENURE/RATHFARNHAM AREA COMMITTEE (2) - 5TH   SEPTEMBER 2006 DEALING WITH COMMUNITY, PARKS (1 REPORT - PLAYGROUND), ENVIRONMENT AND HOUSING

Parks Business 
The report by the Manager, which had been circulated, was CONSIDERED:
“The Council was notified on the 19th July last by the Department of the Environment, Heritage and Local Government of a grant of €120,000 under the Playground Grant Scheme 2006 and the closing date for receipt of the application for this grant is the 22nd September 2006.  The grant is for the purchase of playground equipment and the final decision on the location is to be made by the elected members of the authority.  Other conditions include consultation with children in relation to the design and development of the scheme involving local schools or local Comhairle na nóg.  

Having regard to the distribution of existing playground facilities throughout the County and the availability of funding from RAPID schemes for the provision of such facilities in the northern and western parts of the County it is proposed that this grant be utilised for the provision of a playground in Rathfarnham Castle Park.  There is a depot facility in the park and this factor is considered important for the supervision and maintenance of the facility once provided.

Following the adoption of the Play Policy at the Council Meeting on the 10th July last, a draft schedule of playground facilities proposed for the next five years is being prepared, on the basis of a number of criteria and will be presented to the Sports-Recreation, Community & Parks Strategic Policy Committee on the 13th September 2006.  In the meantime, the approval of the members for the location of a playground facility at Rathfarnham Castle 

Park funded by the above mentioned grant is required in order to submit the application by the closing date.  

Following approval, a Part 8 Planning Consultation Procedure will then be initiated for the proposed playground on the basis of the location indicated on the attached aerial photo of the park.
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Following discussions the report was noted & it was agreed to recommend to the County Council at its Meeting to be held on 11th September 2006.”
It was proposed by Councillor S. Laing, seconded by Councillor M. Ardagh and RESOLVED:
“That the recommendations contained in the report of the South Dublin County Council Terenure/Rathfarnham Area Committee (2) 5th September 2006 – Parks Department be ADOPTED and APPROVED.”
(C/0479/06) STANDING COMMITTEES - ORGANISATION, PROCEDURE  AND FINANCE COMMITTEE
 
It was NOTED that there was no report under this heading.
(C/0480/06)
REPORT OF ENVIRONMENT STRATEGIC POLICY COMMITTEE - 6TH SEPTEMBER, 2006
The report by the Manager, which had been circulated, was CONSIDERED:
“The Environment Strategic Policy Committee met on Wednesday 6th September 06.
Reports were considered on the following:

1.
“Report on Water Services Investment Programme – Draft Assessment of Needs 2007-2014


The proposed Assessment of Needs was discussed and public advertisement will be placed by 12th September inviting submissions.  Final submission to DEHLG by the end of 2006.

2.   
Report on Bring Bank Working Group
Presentation of report by SPC Bring Bank Working Group noted.  It was agreed to refer this to the Corporate Policy Group for discussion by other SPCs and to refer to the Planning Dept to examine how to achieve the delivery of recycling facilities within new developments.  The Committee recommended that the Council bring forward a scoping document so that facilities such as these may be provided for in planning proposals and that the appropriate amendment to the County Development Plan be made to achieve this.  


3.          Report on Sustainable Energy    
            It was agreed to refer this report to the Corporate Policy Group and to all other SPCs.  A report will be made to next Environment SPC regarding proposals to advance the Action, in the County Strategy (Action no.22) on developing sustainability awareness through the agencies of the County Development Board.


4.
Reports were noted on the following - Water Source Development,





           
     


Feasibility Study








  - Consultation Paper on Waste 







     

Regulation

- Climate Change Strategy (DEHLG Consultation Process)

5.
Repak A report was circulated on the issue of the contribution from Repak towards the cost of packaging recycling and it was agreed to recommend that the Council expresses its concern, to improve the levels of financial contribution paid by Repak towards the cost of local authority Waste Management and to ask the Manager if necessary to seek the support of the Department of the Environment, Heritage and Local Government” in this regard.


6.  
Anti-Social Behaviour – Discussion on this topic was deferred to the next meeting of the Committee.”
The report was NOTED.

(C/0481/06)
REPORT OF HOUSING AND SOCIAL DEVELOPMENT STRATEGIC POLICY COMMITTEE –7TH SEPTEMBER, 2006
“Homeless Action Plan

A presentation from the Homeless Agency on the new Homeless Action Plan for Dublin was the first item.  Dr. Derval Howley went through the legislative background and the actions and achievements of the first two action plans.  The strategic objectives for the new plan and the corresponding actions.  A particular focus was on the actions for South Dublin.


Following discussion the members of the Strategic Policy Committee agreed they would recommend the Homeless Action Plan to the Council for adoption.

Planning and Housing Joint Meeting

The SPC agreed that a joint meeting with the Planning Strategic Policy Committee would be sought in order to discuss the issue of management committees.

Disabled Persons Grants

The SPC noted the response from the Department of Environment Heritage and Local Government stating that the Disabled Persons Grant Scheme was under review and they would notify the Council as soon as the review had concluded.

Review of Tenancy Agreements

The SPC noted the report on the Review of Tenancy Agreements and that the sub-group agreed would meet shortly to bring a proposal to the next SPC meeting.

Housing Action Plan

The SPC noted the mid-term review of the Housing Action Plan.

Rental Accommodation Scheme

A report was presented on the Rental Accommodation Scheme and a discussion with specific queries was followed.  All of the questions were responded to and members welcomed the progress which was being made.

Anti-Social Behaviour Study Trip

It was agreed to defer this item to an extended meeting as it merited a detail discussion.”
The report was NOTED.

(C/0482/06)  REPORTS REQUESTED BY AREA COMMITTEES
It was NOTED that there was no report under this heading.
(C/0483/06) 
QUESTIONS 
It was proposed by Councillor E. Maloney, seconded by Councillor  S. Laing  and RESOLVED:

“That pursuant to Standing Order No. 13 Questions numbered Q1 to Q26 be ADOPTED and APPROVED.” 
(C/0484/06) 
ILLEGAL BONFIRES 

QUESTION: Councillor M. Daly  
To ask the Manager will he give details of proposals to deal with illegal bonfires during Hallowe'en? 

REPLY:

An interdepartmental group comprised of representatives from Community, Parks, Housing and Environmental Services Departments met on a regular basis during the past year in relation to the problems caused by bonfires at Halloween.  The group has also consulted with the Garda Siochana and the Fire Brigade.  A report on the matter is being issued to the Sports and Recreation SPC at its September meeting.
(C/0485/06) 
EDUCATION BURSARIES
QUESTION: Councillor M. Daly   
To ask the Manager to update the Council as to how the education bursaries have progressed in line with the new school terms? 

REPLY: 
Following a number of meetings with the Institute of Technology, Tallaght the process as set out below has been agreed by the Council with the Institute for the introduction of an education Bursary Scheme.

Proposed structure:

Award to four first year students (two from Tallaght and two from Clondlakin) @ €2,500 each per year for two years.  Payment in the second year is subject to successful completion of first year and progression to second year. 

Total: €20,000 – being funded by Council.

Criteria:

1. The students must be registered on the first year of a Level 6, 7, or 8 programme in IT Tallaght.

2. The students must have attended one of the following schools for at least two years prior to the Leaving Cert. exam:

Jobstown Community College

Killinarden Community School

St. Aidan’s Community School, Brookfield

Collinstown Park Community College

Deansrath Community College

St. Kevin’s Community College, Fonthill Rd.

A letter from the School Principal confirming attendance will be required.

Selection:

Candidates will be asked to complete an Application Form.

The Scholarships will be awarded to the two students from each area who achieve the highest points in the Leaving Cert. examination in the year in question.    

Or

In the case of those students from the schools listed above undertaking Failte Ireland programmes of study, alternative criteria may be used for selection purposes at the discretion of the Institute.

Arrangements have been put in place by the College to introduce the Scholarship Scheme as agreed and as set out above in the current ( ‘06/’07 ) academic year.

(C/0486/06) 
GREEN WASTE DISPOSAL
QUESTION: Councillor M. Daly  
To ask the Manager to comment on the lack of green waste disposal areas within the county and will he make a statement on the matter? 

REPLY:
The Council provides two locations within the County for the recycling of greenwaste material;

1. Green Waste Centre, Esker Lane, Lucan

2. Civic Amenity Centre, Ballymount.

In addition, after the Christmas period, the Council makes provision for the recycling of Christmas trees in many areas throughout the County.  

The Waste Management Plan for the Dublin Region 2005-2010 includes a proposal for the provision of a “brown bin” service for householders, and green waste will be among the materials for collection in the brown bin. The introduction of a “brown bin” service to residents in South Dublin County will be facilitated when the biological treatment infrastructure is in place.  

Regional facilities to compost the contents of brown bins are being developed by the Dublin Local Authorities at Ballyogan in Dun Laoghaire-Rathdown County and at Kilshane in Fingal County.  It is intended that the first of these facilities should be operating by the end of 2007, which will then facilitate the phased roll out of a collection service.

Fingal County Council is currently providing a brown bin service to 8,000 households on a pilot basis.  The results of the trial, when available, will be analysed by the four Dublin Local Authorities and will help inform the process involved in the full roll-out of the service across the Region.

(C/0487/06) 
DOG POUND
QUESTION: Councillor M. Daly   
To ask the Manager will he make a statement on the current status of the dog pound in Co. Meath which the Council uses and will he make a statement on the matter? 

REPLY:
With the closure of the Council’s pound at Saggart in 2005, due to the retirement of the pound keeper, South Dublin County Council advertised for tenders to operate a dog pound on behalf of South Dublin County Council.  One tender only was received from Blackhall Boarding Kennels, Dunboyne, Co. Meath.  The Blackhall Boarding Kennels premises  was inspected by the Council’s Veterinary Officer and was considered to be suitable. Having considered all other aspects of the tender, a contract for the operation of a pound on the Council’s behalf for a period of three years was awarded to Blackhall Boarding Kennels.  This contract came into effect on 1st March 2005.

Stray dogs and dogs which are surrendered by their owners in South Dublin County are impounded at this facility.  Fees are charged for dogs who are reclaimed by their owners or rehomed to new owners and if appropriate a dog licence must also be purchased by the owner/new owner.  Any dog which is not either reclaimed by its owner or rehomed after five days, may be humanely “put to sleep”.  The pound keeper makes every effort to keep the dogs beyond the five days statutory period in an effort to have them rehomed.  

(C/0488/06)  DUBLIN BUS
QUESTION: Councillor D. Keating   
To ask the Manager to write to Dublin Bus as a matter of great urgency to request revised details of Dublin Bus's intentions to make available more buses and bus schedules to assist with the inordinate traffic congestion in the County. With schools and colleges now reopening following the summer holidays, the majority of people back to work and with the intensification of road works in the region, more buses on our roads with a more flexible bus service will help to reduce car dependency and as a consequence traffic congestion?

REPLY:
The Roads and Transportation Department of the Council is in ongoing communication with Dublin Bus at management and local levels making representations with regard to improvement of local bus services with regard to both routes and schedules as well as the provision of extra buses on the Quality Bus Corridors.

The need for improvement of the bus services in the county will again be drawn to the attention of Dublin Bus as well as pointing out the support the Council has given to the role of the bus in the provision of the levels of public transport needed by this county.

(C/0489/06) 
POWERLINES

QUESTION: Councillor D. Keating   
To ask the Manager to report on progress made with the compiling of information on health issues relating to overhead ESB Power Lines as agreed to my request at the May 2006 Council Meeting, and when will the Manager report to the Council by way of a Headed Item on this matter? 

REPLY:
This matter is being researched at present.  To date, the ESB has issued a response in which it is stated that ESB policy and practice with regard to transmission and distribution networks (i.e. lines, cables etc.) is in full compliance with the most up to date international guidelines and recommendations relating to public and staff EMF exposure.  The Department of the Environment, Heritage and Local Government has yet to respond on this matter.  Further contact will be made with the Department and following receipt of their input a report will be prepared for the Council.

Link: Electric and Magnetic Fields in the Environment
(C/0490/06) 
BURNED OUT CARS
QUESTION: Councillor D. Keating   
To ask the Manager to report on the number of burned out cars the Council has removed from public places and list the numbers by area and to compare these figures with the previous six months? 

REPLY:
The number of burnt out cars removed in the County in the second 6 months of 2005 was 314.

The breakdown of these numbers by Electoral Area is as follows:

Tallaght Central

  17

Tallaght South 

 181

Rathfarnham


  10

Clondalkin


  90

Lucan



  16

Total



314

The figures for the first 6 months of 2006 are currently being finalised and the details will be forwarded to the Councillor as soon as possible.

(C/0491/06) 
ANTI SOCIAL STATISTICS
QUESTION: Councillor D. Keating   
To ask the Manager to report on the number of cases of Anti-Social Behaviour in the County, and to list the number of cases by each area in the County? 

REPLY:

The Anti-Social Policy that was adopted by the Council last year has brought a new emphasis and clarity to the Council’s processes, while new procedures that were put in place falling from this Policy have helped to greatly improve our Service. 

 For your information, the following are some statistics relating to the Council’s Service since the Policy was adopted - 

 Complaints responded to –                             
  1577 

 Housecalls -                                                     1571 

 Formal Interviews held –                                    732 

 Meetings with Garda Siochana -                           368      

 Warnings issued –                                              139 

 Excluding Orders –                                              4 

 (Orders sought by tenants where Council were supporting) 

 Pre-emptive surrenders –                                  3 

 (Where an anti-social tenant avoided eviction by surrendering their accommodation) 

 Eviction Notices Served -                                   9 

 (Of these cases, 6 of the tenants have left on foot of the Eviction Notice while 3 cases are being prepared for court at present) 

 The operation of the Council’s Anti-Social Service is kept under review in order that the use of our Statutory Powers can be optimised and that investigation and case development work is efficient and responsive. The Council will continue to liaise with the Gardai, the Health and Education services, the Community and public representatives in tackling Anti-Social Behaviour. 

In relation to the current number of Anti-Social live cases in the county these breakdown as follows – 

Lucan/Clondalkin – 152 

Tallaght – 331 

Terenure/Rathfarnham – 26 

(C/0492/06) 
DUMPING AND FLY- TIPPING
QUESTION: Councillor D. Keating 
To ask the Manager to report on the amount of cases of Dumping and Fly-Tipping recorded for the County for the first six months of this year and to list by each area, also how do these figures compare with the previous six months?

REPLY:
In the period 01/07/2005 to 31/12/2005 there were 455 fines and 34 direct prosecutions issued (total 489) under the Litter Pollution Act, 1997 (as amended). 

In the period 01/01/2006 to 30/06/2006 there were 401 fines and 30 direct prosecutions issued. 

The breakdown of these figures by area is being compiled and will be forwarded to the Councillor as soon as possible.    

(C/0493/06)
 COUNCIL HOUSE PURCHASE
QUESTION: Councillor C. King   
To ask the Manager, (A) how many Council owned house purchases have taken place in  the past two years, (B) what reduction in the Council's housing stock has occurred as a result of these purchases and (C) how does this reduction compare to the number of completed new builds in the same period? 

REPLY:
In 2004 & 2005 210 tenants purchased their Council houses.  In the same period there were 512 house completions - thus the net increase in Council stock was 312.  In 2006 to date 73 tenants have purchased their Council houses and there have been 143 house completions.The Council’s housing stock has not been reduced as there have been a higher number of house completions in comparison to sales.  The Council has 7,780 units in its housing stock.
The Property Path deals with all house purchases of which tenant purchase is a part.  The Council encourages tenants to purchase their homes and over time such purchases can dramatically change and improve an area, creating a stable and vibrant neighbourhood.  

(C/0494/06) VANDALISED TREES
QUESTION: Councillor C. King
To ask the Manager, what cost has South Dublin County Council incurred so far this    year as a result of the replacement of vandalised trees and can the Manager make a statement on the matter? 

REPLY:
Full replacement costs for the replacement of vandalised trees are not calculated on an ongoing   basis. 

When the Arboricultural Programme is completed and presented to the Council, it will include replacement tree planting and the replacement costs will be assessed at that time. 

Details of these replacement costs will be included in that report. 

(C/0495/06)
 STADIUM
QUESTION: Councillor C. King  
   To ask the Manager, to provide an updated statement in relation to the proposed Tallaght Stadium? 

REPLY:
The Council’s decision to proceed with the completion of the stadium has been the subject of an application for judicial review to the High Court by Cumann Tomás Daibhis.  This application will be the subject of a hearing on 24th November 2006. 

(C/0496/06) 
SOCIAL HOUSING UNITS

QUESTION: Councillor C. King  
To ask the Manager, how many new social housing units does he/she expect to be transferred from Developers to South Dublin County Council  in the next two months ( Sept/Oct ) and can he/she provide details of how many units in each development are expected? 

REPLY:
The following is a breakdown of the units that have been handed over to date in the County and the units with anticipated handover dates within the next two months (Sept/Oct):  It is anticipated to handover a total of 470 units within the next two months. 

TALLAGHT AREA 

 Completions in 2006:- 
	 Total 

 
	No. of Units 

  
	Completion Dates 

  

	Fettercairn Village 

 
	9 

 
	February 2006 

  

	Fettercairn Village 

  
	9 

  
	May 2006 

  

	Deerpark ( Jo int Venture) 

  
	11 

  
	May 2006 

  

	Deerpark (Joint Venture) 

  
	14 

  
	August 2006 

  

	Sub Total 

   
	43 

 
 
	  


  On Site:- 
	Scheme Name 

  
	No. of Units on Site 

  
	Completion Dates 

  

	Avonbeg, Phase 3 

 
	47 

 
	In phases end September, 2006 

  

	Fortunestown B, Phase 2 

 
	66 (+52 Vol. Units) 

 
	Sept – October 2006   

  

	Fortunestown B, Phase 4 

 

 
	120 

 

 
	October 2006 

 

 

	Deerpark ( Jo int Venture) 

 
	94 

 
	(In phases) Aug 2006 

  

	Daletree (Part 5/Joint Venture) 

 

 
	27 

 

 
	(in phases) October 2005 

 

 

	Brookfield Village+ Community Facility 

 
	16 

  
	September 2006  

  

	Sub.Total 

 
 
	370 (+52 Vol. Units) 

 
 
	  


  

LUCAN / CLONDALKIN AREA 

 Completions in 2006 

	 Scheme Name 

  
	No of Units 

  
	Completion 

  

	Moorfield 

  
	9 

  
	January 2006 

  

	Ballyowen Hall (Part V) 

  
	8 

  
	January 2006 

  

	Shancastle 

  
	11 

  
	March 2006 

  

	Moorfield 

  
	21 

  
	February 2006 

  

	Shancastle 

  
	15 

  
	July 2006 

  

	Mayfield 

  
	36 

  
	August 2006 

  

	Total 

  
	100 

  
	 

  


On Site 
	 Scheme Name 

	No. Of Units 

	Completion 


	Balgaddy “E” (SH 210) 

	100 

	Phased from Oct 2006 


	Sub Total                                       100 


(C/0497/06)  VACANT/BOARDED UP HOUSES
QUESTION: Councillor C. King   
To ask the Manager, to provide a detailed report on the ever increasing vacant /boarded-up houses list which currently stands at 80+ units despite numerous motions over the past three years seeking a reduction in the number of such units and that the report take into consideration the hugely negative impact these units have on communities and the applicants on South Dublin County Council housing lists? 

REPLY:
There are currently in excess of 40 vacant houses in the Tallaght area and in excess of 30 vacant houses in the Clondalkin area. These houses have been vacant for periods ranging from several months to several days.  Houses are being handed over to Housing Department for pre-let repairs at a rate of two to three per week.  Houses become vacant for a wide variety of reasons including the surrender or abandonment of a house by the tenant, fire damage, vandalism by anti-social elements within the community, wilful damage caused by tenant or member of his/her household and to facilitate transfer requests.

Detailed below are typical examples of the range of repairs that may be required to be undertaken to render a house fit for re-let:-

*Replacement of roof and internal fabric of house (in case of fire damage) 

*Full electrical inspection and replacement of fixtures and fittings

*Full heating and plumbing inspection, installation or replacement of heating system, replacement of sanitary fittings and fixtures

*Internal plasterwork (ceilings and walls)

*Replacement of floor coverings (usually tiles downstairs – non slip)

*Replacement of doors and windows (windows must comply with appropriate regulations to facilitate escape in case of fire)

*Replacement or installation of kitchen units with associated electrical works

*Replacement of locks (front and back doors) and general woodwork and joinery repairs

*Insulation of house and attic

*General redecoration of housing following repairs

*Removal of rubbish and clean-up of back and front gardens

*Specialist clean-up of house and garden in cases where drug activity is involved
These repairs are carried out by qualified contractors on behalf of Housing Department with input also from Housing maintenance staff.  The scope and nature of repairs required in each case will determine the period of time during which a house may be vacant.  In all appropriate cases houses are secured as much as possible against break-in and the substantial cost of this to Housing Department ensures that houses are turned around as quickly as possible.  However, it should be noted that there are factors which will, on occasion, prevent houses being made available as quickly as Housing Department would wish e.g.

*The Council must follow prescribed legal procedures to re-acquire a house that has been abandoned.  At lease 28 days must elapse before action can be taken on an Abandonment Notice.

*Houses are frequently targeted by anti-social elements who succeed in breaching security and vandalise houses resulting in repairs having to be undertaken again.  It is not unusual for this to occur to the same house on more than one occasion.
*Houses are also frequently targeted for illegal dumping of household refuse and white goods which then require additional clean-ups.
*There is on occasion difficulty in locating tenants for houses which may have to be offered to many qualified applicants before an offer will be accepted.  This can put houses at risk as they must remain vacant until an applicant is found who will accept the tenancy.

The above issues which have serious implications regarding turn around time are being vigorously addressed by Housing Department’s Allocations, Allocations Support and Estate Management Sections in conjunction with Housing Maintenance Section and indeed the local communities concerned.

Housing Department has put in place a panel of contractors which has substantially increased the number of contractors available for re-let repair work which is enabling us to maintain AND improve turn around time (noting that nature of repairs will dictate completion times) and importantly by continuing to work with those on the Housing List and local communities seek to have the problems outlined above eliminated.

Since 1st January 2006, 142 houses that were vacated have been repaired and re-let by Housing Department.  All vacant houses, including 3 damaged by fire, are in the process of being prepared for re-let e.g. either with contractors (for detailed cost estimates) and/or Housing direct labour staff.

There are 30 vacant houses in the Tallaght area where work is currently in progress.  It is expected that work in 8 of these houses should be completed within the next two weeks.  There are 8 houses ready for re-letting, offers have been made on half of these, awaiting decision.  

There are 8 vacant houses in the Clondalkin area where work is currently in progress.  There are 6 houses ready for re-letting, offers have been made on half of these, awaiting decision.

As already mentioned, additional contractors will be available to Housing Department staff and this will increase the turnover rate of houses returned to Housing for re-let.

(C/0498/06) WINDOW PROGRAMME
QUESTION: Councillor C. King   
To ask the Manager, to report on the 'roll out' of the new windows programme in the County? 

REPLY:
All council houses built post -1996 are fitted with double glazed windows, accounting for 18% of the Council’s rented housing stock. 

 

In order to maximise energy efficiency in it’s rented housing stock and in the interest of achieving common quality standards, the Council is proceeding with  a number of programmes including a countywide window replacement programme and a programme of external cavity wall/attic insulation. 

 

In the first quarter of 2005 a sample survey was carried out on windows in 12 estates countywide in order to determine the fabric condition of these windows. Following analysis of the results of the survey it was decided to proceed with a pilot programme of 622 units in designated estates as follows: Drumcairn Estate, Kilcarrig Estate, Killinarden Estate, Tallaght and St Marks Estate, Clondalkin.  

  

Funding approval for this pilot programme was notified from the Department of the Environment, Heritage and Local Government in March 2006. The closing date for receipt of completed tenders was the 9th June 2006 and the Council is currently finalising this stage of the process.  It is anticipated that the programme will commence late Autumn 2006.

 

Subsequent phases of this programme have not been decided on as yet, as this will depend on progress and completion of the pilot programme. It is anticipated that based on the numbers of dwellings requiring double glazed units and the scope of works involved, the programme is likely to be phased over the 6 year period 2006-2011. 

(C/0499/06) ALLOTMENTS

QUESTION: Councillor T. McDermott   
To ask the Manager to supply statistics regarding the supply of allotments in the county covering the number of applicants, the number of allotments allocated and the budget allocation for the last three years and make a statement on plans for 2007? 

REPLY:
It its meeting on the 12th September 2005 South Dublin County Council approved an Allotment Scheme for the County.  Following the approval of the Scheme allotments were provided at Mill Lane, Palmerstown, Corkagh Park, Tymon Park and are in the final stages of development at Friarstown.

In 2004 the Council provided 121 allotment plots at Lynches Lane to 84 applicants.

In 2005 the Council provided 110 allotment plots at Lynches Lane to 80 applicants.

The Lynches Lane site was due to close over the period 2004 – 2005 and the only monies spent on this site were for emergency maintenance purposes which amounted to approximately (600.  In 2005/2006 approximately (300,000 was spent on development of the new facilities at Corkagh, Mill Lane, Tymon and Friarstown.

In 2006 the number of allotment plots available for letting is 116 of which 101 have been allocated and the remaining 15 are in the process of allocation.  The site at Friarstown which is due for completion in the next few months provides a further 32 plots all of which have been allocated for letting in January 2007.  There is also a waiting list of approximately 70 people looking for allotments in South Dublin County.  The Council is currently considering dividing some of the large plots at Friarstown in two which would provide extra plots for applicants on the waiting list.  

(C/0500/06) OUTER RING ROAD
QUESTION: Councillor G. O'Connell   
To ask the Manager if he is satisfied that everything is being done to ensure that residents who live close to the "Inner Ring Road" will not have to endure unhealthy or unsafe air or noise pollution when the current works are completed and in particular to report on the locations and readings of monitoring stations that informed the Environmental Impact Statement, what level of current monitoring is in place/planned and to fully report on all findings relating to this matter?

REPLY:
As part of An Bord Pleanala's approval to the scheme Council is obliged to provide air monitoring during the course of the construction of the scheme.  This is undertaken at four locations and the results of this monitoring are available on request.  General air pollution monitoring is undertaken by Fingal County Council on a countywide basis as part of the Dublin local authorities environmental monitoring programme. 
(C/0501/06)
M50 UPGRADE WORKS
QUESTION: Councillor G. O'Connell   
To ask the Manager to report on the safeguards that are in place to safeguard residents who live close to the current M50 Upgrade works and to include in his report, the result of all readings to date from Air and Noise Pollution monitoring stations along the route, to identify where these stations are located and to confirm the Council is doing everything possible to ensure the health and safety of residents during the operational phase of the M50 Works?

REPLY:
Noise and dust measurement is ongoing at various locations in accordance with on Bord Pleanala approval.  These measurements are under constant review to minimise the impact on local residents.  The exact locations of the monitors and the results are available on request. 

(C/0502/06)  M50 WORKS
QUESTION: Councillor G. O'Connell   
To commend Management for concessions that have been made in response to residents complaints about  the M50 Works and in particular for the diversion of heavy traffic away from some residential areas and the restoration of some open space for children's recreation and to ask the Manager to report on the liaison system that has been put in place for communities who live close to the current M50 Upgrade works and to include in his report if he is satisfied that the current arrangements are adequate and working well and to confirm that the Council is doing everything possible to minimise the impact on local residents, including reducing to the absolute minimum work outside of core 0800 to 1800 hours 

during the operational phase of the M50 Works?

REPLY:
There are ongoing liasion meetings with resident representatives groups along the M50 contract.  These meetings are proven to be beneficial to all parties.  The core working hours are 7am to 7pm and advance notice is given for necessary works outside these hours.  
(C/0503/06) 
GARDAI/COMMUNITY FORA

QUESTION: Councillor T. Ridge   
To ask the Manager that an update be brought to this meeting outlining proposals for combined Gardai/Council Community fora? 

REPLY:
Section 36 of An Garda Siochana Act 2005 states inter alia as follows;
“   (1) 
A local authority and the Garda Commissioner shall arrange for the establishment of a joint policing committee in accordance with guidelines issued under section 35.

(2) The joint policing committee’s function is to serve as a forum for consultations, discussions and recommendations on  matters affecting the policing of the local authority’s administrative area, and in particular – 

(A)       keep under review – 

(i) the levels and patterns of crime, disorder and anti-social behaviour in that area (including the patterns and levels of misuse of alcohol and drugs).

And

(ii)
The factors underlying and contributing to the levels of crime, disorder and anti – social behaviour in the area, 

(B)
Advise the local authority concerned and the Garda Siochana on how they might best perform their functions having regard to the need to do everything feasible to improve the safety and quality of life and to prevent crime, disorder and anti-social behaviour within the area. 

(C)
Arrange and host Public Meetings concerning matters affecting the policing of the local authority’s administrative area.

(D)  Establish, in consultation with the local Garda Superintendent, as the committee considers necessary within specific neighbourhoods of the area, local policing fora to discuss and make recommendations to the Committee concerning matters that it is to keep under review under paragraph (a) or on which it is to advise under paragraph (b), in so far as those matters affect their neighbourhoods, and

i. Co-ordinate the activities of local policing fora established under paragraph (D) or   otherwise. 

At the publication of the JOINT POLICING COMMITTEE GUIDELINES in July of this year, the Minister for Justice Equality & Law Reform following consultation with the Minister of Environment Heritage & Local Government and the Minister of Community  Rural & Gaeltacht Affairs announced the setting up of a number of PILOT JOINT POLICING COMMITTIES. A total of 22 committees in a mix of urban and rural areas have been established and South Dublin County Council’s administrative area is not included in this pilot stage.

The Minister stated that having gathered experience from the operation of Pilot Committees, a speedy and focused evaluation would follow and any necessary changes would then be made.  The Minister further stated that the pilot period would be limited and he had in mind a period of about one year to mid 2007. JOINT POLICING COMMITTEES will then be established in all Local Authority Areas throughout the Country.

Members will be kept updated on developments.

County Development Board

The County Strategy for South Dublin entitled ‘A Place for People’ was adopted by South Dublin County Development Board in 2002. The strategy is an integrated vision for the Economic, Social and Cultural Development of the County for the period 2002-2012. The County Development Board is comprised of representatives from all Local and State Agencies including An Garda Siochana, Local Development Agencies and the Social Partners. South Dublin County Council is the lead agency of the County Development Board. 

An Garda Siochana have been active members of the South Dublin County Development Board since its establishment. 

Under its recently launched three year Implementation Plan 2006 - 2008 the following priority actions have been identified. 

Priority Action 28. – Examine estate management from a County level with a view to making recommendations to South Dublin County Development Board. 

Priority Action 32, - Develop an integrated response to anti-social behaviour to increase awareness and understanding of the issues involved by all stake holders (organisations and communities) and develop and implement appropriate initiatives.

Priority Action 33, - Develop an integrated approach to combating racist attacks against members of minority and ethnic communities in South Dublin County.

Priority Action 34, - Strengthen and enhance the role of Community Crime prevention initiatives. 

Priority Action 35, - Develop an integrated response to the needs of adults and children experiencing domestic violence across South Dublin County, incorporating the core activities of policy provision, protection, prosecution and prevention. The response will reflect victim safety, child protection and offender accountability issues. 

Appropriate Inter- Agency Working Groups to progress implementation of the above Priority Actions are in the process of being established.

(C/0504/06)   BUSINESS IMPROVEMENT DISTRICTS
QUESTION: Councillor E. Tuffy   
To ask the Manager if he will consider the possibility of the Council taking an initiative to set up Business Improvement Districts in the County in the context of legislation being brought forward to facilitate such initiatives? 

REPLY:
The Local Government (Business Improvement Districts) Bill 2006 was introduced in the Seanad on the 28th June 2006. The Bill provides for the establishment of Business Improvement Districts within the functional areas of rating authorities, to enable schemes under which projects, services and works are carried out for the benefit of those districts, to finance the schemes by providing for the imposition and collection of a levy on rateable properties situated in those districts, to improve local authority funding by providing for the imposition and collection of levies applicable in relation to newly constructed properties, to amend the Local Government Acts 1925 to 2003 for all such purposes, to amend the Valuation Act 2001, and to provide for related matters.
The Bill will provide the legislative basis for businesses in Ireland, on a self-help basis, to support projects, services, and works to be carried out for the betterment of defined districts.  In a Business Improvement District Scheme, a group of businesses are empowered, where a majority of those businesses agree, to raise a special contribution from all the businesses in the defined area to pay for the carrying out of complementary local services and improvements, within that defined area.  The boundary of, and the range of local improvements to be carried out in the defined area of, a Business Improvement District Scheme are set out in a detailed business plan which is developed by the business community in association with the local authority.

Business Improvement District Schemes originated in Toronto, Canada in 1971 and are now in operation in many cities and towns throughout the world.  It is estimated that there are now more than four hundred BID type schemes in operation in Canada and USA. European countries are also becoming involved in these schemes, including Austria, Belgium, Denmark, France, Germany, Holland and Portugal.  Most recently, a legislative framework has been put in place in the United Kingdom for the operation of these schemes.

If and when the Bill is enacted their application in South Dublin County will be examined. In the meantime the Bill will be listed for discussion at the Economic Development SPC.

(C/0505/06) PLAY PROGRAMME
QUESTION: Councillor E. Tuffy   
To ask the Manager if, in anticipation of the adoption by the Council of the draft Play Policy, he will prioritise the bringing forward of specific proposals for additional playgrounds, and play facilities,  in the County, and have regard to the abysmally low level of playgrounds in South Dublin County, as revealed in the National Audit of Play Facilities published by the National Play Resource Centre, and if he will make a report of the findings of the Audit in respect of the provision of playgrounds in South Dublin County in comparison with national provision, and in particular in comparison with other large urban areas?  

REPLY:
Following the adoption of the Play Policy at the County Council Meeting on the 10th July last, a report and draft schedule of playground facilities proposed for the next five years is being prepared by the relevant Departments of the Council (Community, Planning, Parks) on the basis of a number of criteria including existing playground provision and will be presented to the Sports, Recreation, Community & Parks Strategic Policy Committee on the 13th September 2006.
Following consideration by the Sports, Recreation, Planning &Parks Strategic Policy Committee a report on proposed playground provision will then be made to Area Committees of the Council and to a full meeting of the Council.
(C/0506/06) 
LUAS AND METRO SERVICES

QUESTION: Councillor E. Tuffy   
To ask the Manager for an updated report on plans to provide LUAS and METRO services in the County and if any information has been received from the RPA in regard to possible routes for new lines?

REPLY:
Further to latest advice from the RPA, the current status of Transport 21 Luas & Metro projects scheduled for the SDCC area is set out hereunder: 

 

 Luas Red Line Extension, Tallaght to City West: Public Consultation in County Buildings, Tallaght arranged by RPA for Monday 4th  September. RPA will apply for a Railway Order following input of views from public, with an anticipated approval date of mid-2007. In the interim, preliminary studies and EIS scoping is ongoing. 

Metro West Phases 1-3, Tallaght to Blanchardstown: Public consultation on Route Options is scheduled for October/November 2006, with preliminary work on all three phases in SDCC area being undertaken as a single unit at this stage. Discussions are ongoing in relation to determination of optimum route to be adopted in the Clondalkin Area. 

Luas Extension from City Centre to Lucan via Liffey Valley Junction: Preliminary work is ongoing. The project may be expedited by treating it in conjunction with the proposed city centre link up of existing Red and Green lines. 

(C/0507/06)  M50 PROGRESS REPORT
QUESTION: Councillor E. Tuffy   
To ask the Manager for a progress report on the M50 Upgrade Project from the N4/M50 junction to the Ballymount M50 interchange? 

REPLY:
 Work has commenced on the M50 Upgrade Scheme, principally in the areas of Ballymount and the N4 (Palmerstown Interchange).  The major Bord Gais diversion at the Red Cow is completed.  Traffic management and utility diversions are ongoing at the N4 and Ballymount.  The hard shoulder in the areas of Ballymount and Palmerstown on the M50 has been strengthened and traffic has been moved onto these areas.  Soil stripping has commenced on the M50 median at Ballymount.  It is intended to provide regular updates on the progress of the scheme to the Council and on the M50 website www.m50.ie.  

(C/0508/06) JUNK COLLECTION 2006
QUESTION: Councillor E. Tuffy   
To ask the Manager if he will make a report on the 2006 Junk Collection and if he will provide a list of estates which have already received a collection? 

REPLY: 
As at the 26th August, 2006 a junk collection had been provided to approx 15,300 households. Approximately 9,200 households are still awaiting a junk collection in the current programme which will end in 5 weeks time. Approximately 920 tonnes of waste has been collected to date, which represents a similar tonnage to other years. The list of areas which have already been collected is as follows.

	Melrose Ave/Crescent/Green/Grove/Lawn/Park/Road

	Deansrath Crescent/Green/Road/Park

	Deansrath Ave/Grove/Lawn/Cottages

	Kilmahuddrick Estate, Avenue,Close,Court,Crescent,Drive

	Green,Grove,Lawn,Place,Road,Walk,Way

	Sylvan Avenue

	Ashfield Estate,Avenue,Close,Drive,Park

	Dunmore, Grove,Lawns,Park

	Chesnut grove

	St Killians School

	Woodview Estate, Lucan

	Airlie Heights

	Ardeen,Avenue,drive court

	Weston Park, Crescent,Lawn,Close,Drive,Avenue,Court,

	Green,Way,Heights,Meadow,Westfield Avenue,

	Cherrywood Villas/Avenue

	Cherrywood Grove

	Nangor Crescent

	Bawnogue Cottages

	Cherrywood Park/Lawn

	Mill Court Drive,New Nangor Road

	Cherrywood Crescent/Drive

	Griffeen Glen

	Road,Chase,View,Avenue,Vale,Drive,Court Grove,Park,Way,

	Lawn,Crescent,Dale,Dene,Griffeen Rd,Ave

	Virginia Heights

	Whitebrook Park

	Monksfield Grove/Heights/Walk/Lawn

	Monksfield Meadows/Downs/Court

	Woodford Grove

	Johns Bridge Estate

	Green,Medows,Avenue,Grove,Avenue,Walk,Park,Close

	Oldbridge,Walk,Close,View,Glen,Grove,Court,Way,Park,Green,

	Liffey Valley Park

	Drive,Lawn,Way,Walk,Close,Rise,Wood,Green,Grove,View,

	Avenue,Dale,Court,Crescent,Vale

	Willsbrook , Ave,Cres,Drive,Garden,Green,Grve,Place,View,Way

	Ballydowd Grove

	Old Rectory Estate

	Finnstown Abbey/Priory

	Ashberry,Berryfield,Elderberry

	Brookfield,Brooklawn,Brookpark

	Esker Road,Esker Drive,Esker South

	Finnscourt,Finnsgreen,Finnsgrove,Finnslawn,Finnspark,

	Finnsvale,Finnview,Finnwalk,Finnswood,

	Finnstown Fairways

	Foxfield,Foxpark,Foxwood

	Rockfield,Rockwood,Redberry

	Silverberry,Silverdale,Silverwood

	Woodberry, Woodscape

	The grange

	Tandy's Lane

	Fforster Estate Lawn,Court,Walk,Close,Park,Way,Drive,Row

	Rochfort, Avenue,Close,Crescent,Grove,Park,Way

	Colthust,Close,Crest,Gardens,Green Park,Rise,Road,Way,Mews

	Esker Meadow,Lawn,Court,Rise,Close,Drive,Green,View,Grove

	Palmerstown Manor, Cres,Grove,

	Palmerstown Lawn,Court,Green,Close

	Palmerstown-Turret Rd

	Palmerstown - Woodfarm Avenue, Drive

	Manor Road,Manor Ave

	St. Fintans Terrace, Palmerstown

	Palmerstown Lawn/Court/Green/Close

	Glenside Villas

	Woodfarm Cottages

	Red Cow Cottages

	Whitethorn Estate: Crescent/Way,drive,Gardens,Park

	Palmerstown Heights

	Glenpark Drive

	Glenpark Close

	Glenpark Road

	Harelawn Ave/Crescent/Drive/Green/Grove/Park

	St. Marks Crescent/Green

	Glenfield Ave/Close/Drive/Grove/Park

	St. Marks Ave/Grove/Drive/Gardens

	Liscarne Court/Gardens

	Collinstown Grove/Crescent

	Moorefield

	Shancastle Avenue/Close/Crescent/Lawns/Park/Drive

	Lindisfarne Ave/Drive/Green/Grove/Lawn/Park/Vale/Walk

	Grangeview

	Close,Court,Drive,Green,Grove,Lawn,Road,Walk,View,Wood,

	Woodfarm Acres:

	The Briars/Coppice/Covert/Dingle/Glade/Orchard/Vale

	Ross view

	Hazelwood,Clse,Cres,Lane,View,Bank,Pinewoods,Parkview Lns

	Newlands Manor,Court Drive,Green,Park,Fairway

	Church View

	James Connolly Park

	St. Patricks Ave/Road/Park

	Michael Collins Park

	St. Killians Park

	Riverside

	Laurel Park

	Alpine Heights

	St. Partricks, Avenue,Road,Park

	Tymonville Ave/Grove/ParkCourt/Crescent/Drive/Lawn/Road

	Tymonville Drive/Road

	Tymon North Est: Ave/Place/Road/Green

	Tymon North Est: Court/Gardens/Grove/Lawn/Park

	Castle Tymon Court

	Palmestown Woods

	Wheatfield Ave/Close/Court/Crescent/Drive/Grove/Park

	Oatfield Ave/Close/Crescent/Drive/Grove/Lawn/Park

	Yellow Meadows Estate,Avenue,Drive,Grove,Lawn,Park,Vale

	Monastery Heath,Avenue,Court,Green,Square

	Mayfield Park

	Bancroft Close/Court/Crescent/Grove

	Bancroft Ave/Downs/Park/Road

	Mountain Park

	Carrighmore,Road,Drive,Park,Grove,Close,View

	Coolamber 

	Beechwood Lawns

	St. Annes Terrace, Rathcoole

	Daletree

	Wood Dale

	Oak Dale Estate,Park,Road,Grove,Cres,Close,Drive

	Verschoyle Estate

	Corbally,Avenue,Close,Downs,Drive,Glade,Green,Hearth,Lawn

	Park,Rise,Square,Vale,Way

	Beaufort Court/Villas/Downs

	Tara Hill Crescent/Grove/Road

	Whitecliff Est

	Glendoher Close/Drive/Park

	Glendoher Ave/Road

	Pearse Brothers Est

	Palmer Park

	Boden Dale

	Orlagh Est, Ave/Court/Lawn/Rise/Grove/View/Grange/

	Downs/Lodge/Close/Meadows/Wood

	Orlagh Crescent/Green/Park/Pine/Way


(C/0509/06)  ESTATE MANAGEMENT
QUESTION: Councillor K. Warren   
To ask the Manager to state the total number of planning decisions taken by South Dublin County Council in recent years, where a condition or conditions of such decisions require the establishment of a management company to provide and maintain basic services in new residential areas, why it is that South Dublin County Council are demanding that in new residential areas where houses exist as against apartments, that management companies be established, and if he will make a statement on the matter?

REPLY:

When granting planning permission for residential developments the following is inserted as a condition of the planning permission where appropriate:-

 “Prior to the occupation of the first residential unit a plan clearly identifying the external common areas of the development being retained in private ownership shall be submitted to the Planning Authority. The said areas shall not be taken in charge by the Council and shall instead be maintained by a Management Company set up for this purpose pursuant to The Companies Act 1963, as amended.   Continued membership of a Management Company set up for this purpose pursuant to The Companies Act, 1963 as amended, shall be compulsory for all owners for the time being of property within the development.  A copy of the Certificate of Incorporation of the said Company shall be submitted to the Planning Authority with the said plan.  Any changes to the status or nature of the Management Company shall be notified to the Council forthwith.   The Management Company shall hold insurance for public liability risk at all times.

REASON:  To ensure a proper standard of residential development and maintenance of the private areas within the development.”

This condition is inserted in permissions where the development consists of apartments, gated developments and in cases where the developer has indicated that it is not intended that the roads and services and open spaces be offered for taking in charge to the Council.

The purpose of inserting this condition in relevant planning permissions is to protect future purchasers by ensuring a management company is formed which will maintain common and shared areas within the development such as car spaces, green verges, lighting, on-site access avenues or driveways, roofs and the external fabric of the building/s and also internal common services and shared areas such as corridors, floors, walls, attic tanks and plumbing, which are external to the apartment itself.

The following is a listing of the developments where the details of management companies have been submitted to the Council, in compliance with a condition attached to a decision to grant permission:

	Name of Development
	Address
	Name of Management Company

	
	
	

	Hunters Wood
	Ballycullen
	Hunterswood Management Company

	The Exchange
	Belgard Square
	RIL Management Company Ltd.

	Tuansgate
	Belgard Square
	Tuansgate Management Company Ltd.

	The Belfry
	Citywest
	Lugmor Management Company Ltd.

	Kilwarden Court
	Clondalkin
	Kilwarden Management Company Ltd.

	Grange View Road, Close , Walk etc.
	Clondalkin
	Grange View Management Company Ltd.

	Monastery Heath
	Clondalkin
	Monastery Heath Management Company Ltd.

	Liffey Valley Park
	Clondalkin
	View Time Management Company Ltd.

	Mount Talbot
	Clondalkin
	BoDhearg Management Company Ltd.

	Mill Pond
	Clondalkin
	Dawndale Developments Ltd

	Newlands Manor
	Clondalkin
	Newlands Manor Management Company Ltd.

	Thornfield Square
	Clondalkin
	Blackfarm Management Company

	Rosebank Court
	Clondalkin
	Roselough Management Company Ltd.

	Aras na Cluaine
	Clondalkin
	Aras na Cluaine Management Company Ltd.



	Weaver Court
	Clondalkin
	Weaver Estate Management Company

	Millpark
	Clondalkin
	Clonburris Management Company Ltd

	St John’s Gate
	Clondalkin
	St. John’s Gate Management Co. Ltd.

	Cloragh Mills
	Edmonstown
	Cloragh Mills Management Company

	Kilininny Court
	Firhouse
	Kilininny Court  Management Ltd

	Tara Crescent
	Firhouse
	Killakee Court Management Co. Ltd.

	Beechdale Court
	Firhouse
	Valley of the Downs Management Co. Ltd

	Brownsbarn Orchard
	Kingswood
	Brownsbarn Management Company

	Brownsbarn Court
	Kingswood
	Brownsbarn Management Company Ltd.

	Brownsbarn Gardens
	Kingswood
	Brownsbarn Management Company

	Ros Mor View
	Knocklyon
	Rosmor Management Company Ltd.

	Templeroan Mews

	Knocklyon

	Shervale  Ltd

	The Orchard
	Lucan
	Old Orchard Property Management Co. Ltd

	Esker Pines
	Lucan
	Esker Pines Management Company Ltd.

	Finnstown Hall
	Lucan
	Finnstown Hall Management Company

	Mount Andrew
	Lucan
	View Time Management Company

	Hansted
	Lucan
	Hansted Management Company Ltd.

	Woodview Court
	Lucan
	TLD Management Company Ltd.

	Ballyowen Hall
	Lucan
	Ballyowen Hall Management Company Ltd.

	Esker Manor
	Lucan
	Esker Domain Management Company Ltd

	Newcastle Manor
	Newcastle
	Newcastle Manor Ltd

	Whitehall Square
	Quarry Drive
	Perrystown Management Company Ltd.

	The Courthouse Apartments
	Rathcoole
	Rathcoole Management Company

	Liberty Square
	Rathcoole
	Liberty Square Management Company Ltd.

	Eaton, Main Street
	Rathcoole
	Eatonhomes Management Company Ltd

	Owendoher Lodge
	Rathfarnham
	Briarsford Management Company Ltd.

	Charleville Square
	Rathfarnham
	Sionfield Management Company Ltd.

	Otterbrook
	Rathfarnham
	Otterbrook Management Ltd

	Butterfield Meadow
	Rathfarnham
	Butterfield Meadow Management Company Ltd

	Riversdale View 
	Rathfarnham
	Riversdale House

	Kilvere Park
	Rathfarnham
	Cypress Management Company

	Loreto Abbey
	Rathfarnham
	Loreto Property Management Ltd

	Chaplains Row
	Rowlagh
	Rowlagh Village Centre Management Co Ltd

	Fairgreen Estate
	Saggart
	Carnwath Ltd

	Swiftwood
	Saggart
	Tassard Green Management Company Ltd.

	Mill Race
	Saggart
	Saggart Management Company Ltd.

	Old Bawn Court
	Tallaght
	Old Bawn Management Company Ltd.

	Uppercross Court
	Tallaght
	Uppercross Court Management Co. Ltd.

	Carrigmore, Fortunestown Lane
	Tallaght
	Carrigmore Management Company

	The Farm, Tymon Lane
	Tallaght
	Temple Construction Ltd,

Tymon Farm Management Company Ltd.

	Marlfield and Kiltipper Gate
	Tallaght
	Kiltipper Gate Management Company Ltd.

	Montpelier Court
	Tallaght
	Montpelier Court Management Company Ltd.

	Westend Gate
	Tallaght
	Abacus Management Company Ltd.

	Slade Castle
	Tallaght
	Slade Castle Management Company Ltd

	Bushy Park House
	Templeogue
	Bushy Park Management Company Ltd.

	Development at Castle Lyon
	Newcastle
	Opus Developments

	Airpark
	Rathfarnham
	Glan Developments

	Oak Road/Close Nangor Road Dublin 12
	Walkinstown
	The Oak Road Partnership

	Westend Gate Cookstown Way
	Tallaght
	Westend Gate Management Company Ltd

	Lands at Buck+Hound in Barony of Uppercross
	Clondalkin
	Newlands Manor Management Ltd

	Elmfield Rd 2nd, 9th Lock Rd
	Clondalkin
	S&L Management Co.

	Greenogue 2nd Estate
	Rathcoole
	Greenogue Management No.2 Ltd

	Hillcrest
	Templeogue
	Dodder view Management Co Ltd

	Whitechurch Road
	Rathfarnham
	Timephase Ltd

	Nangor Road Business Park
	Clondalkin
	Nangor Road management Co Ltd.

	Crag Cresent Clondalkin Ind Est.
	Clondalkin
	Clondalkin Management Co. Ltd

	Butterfield Avenue
	Rathfarnham
	Sionfield Management Co. Ltd

	St. Columbans
	Balrothery
	Glenview House Management Co Ltd

	Oak Road Western Business Pk
	Western Business Park
	Centerpoint Business Park Management Co Ltd

	
	
	

	Village Weir
	Lucan
	Angelsea homes Ltd.

	ESB Premises Main St
	Lucan
	Gandon Mews Management Co Ltd

	Tandays Lane
	Lucan
	Tandys Lane Management Co. Ltd 

	St John of Gods Beside Tallaght Hospital
	Tallaght
	The Exchange Estate Management Co Ltd

	Old School House
	Saggart
	Boherbay Ltd

	1 Newtown Park
	Tallaght
	AMCON(Tallaght)Management Co Ltd

	Old Mill Site, Nangor Road
	Clondalkin
	Aughagower Stream Ltd

	Rear Woodveiw Cottages, Church Lane
	Rathfarnham
	Rathfarnham Hall Management Ltd

	Ballycullen Farms Castlefield Knocklyon
	Dublin 16
	Knocklyon Gate Management Co Ltd

	Moneyatta Commons Coldwater Commons Boherboy
	Saggart
	Carnwath Ltd

	Palmerstown Cemetary Kennelsford Road
	Palmerstown
	Woodfarm Management Ltd

	Firhouse Shopping Centre
	Firhouse
	Kilininny Court Management Ltd

	Edmonstown Road
	Rathfarnham
	Boden Mill Management Co Ltd

	Killinarden Heights
	Tallaght
	HG.Ct Management Co Ltd

	Uppercross Court,                 Old Blessington Road 
	Tallaght
	Uppercross Court Management Co Ltd

	Residential Dev. at the Green
	Rathcoole
	Rathcoole Green Management Co Ltd

	Oldcourt, Kilininny Ballycragh and Knocklyon
	Harolds Cross Road D6w
	Maplewood Homes Ltd

	Village Weir
	Lucan
	Anglesea Homes Ltd

	Site at Cronnagh Castle
	Rathfarnham
	Darwin House Management Company Ltd

	Taobh Na Coille
	Templeogue 
	Appville Properties Ltd

	Development of residential Units at Homeville Court
	Old Firhouse Road
	Homeville Court Management Ltd

	Ellensborough Ph – 5
	Kimmage Road west Castlecourt
	Ellensborough Management Co Ltd

	Apartment Dev. at Rocwood View 
	Rathfarnham
	Blackhorse Management Co Ltd

	Dev at Tandys Lane
	Lucan
	The Quality Construction Company(Irl) Ltd

	Office/Appartment Dev. Library Square.
	Rathcoole
	Rathcoole Properties

	Marfield Mall Kiltipper
	Kiltipper
	Marfield Row Management Co Ltd

	3 Blocks - new  industrial warehouse units
	Killinarden
	South City Management Co Ltd

	Brownsbarn Gardens
	Baldonnel
	City and County Developments

	Deerpark, Kiltipper
	Kiltipper
	Kiltipper Park Management Co

	Loyola House Whitehall Rd
	Terenure
	Refferty Management

	Ballydowd Manor 
	Lucan
	Fforster Cresent Management Co.

	College Square
	Terrenure
	Wentworth Court Management Co.


(C/0510/06)  DECLARATION OF ROADS TO BE MADE PUBLIC ROADS
It was NOTED that there was no report under this heading.

(C/0511/06)
PROPOSED DISPOSAL OF AFFORDABLE HOUSING (20 UNITS)

Ms. P. Poole, Director of Housing presented the report.

“Under Section 94 of the Planning and Development Act, 2000 (as amended) South Dublin County Council prepared a Housing Strategy.  One of the key purposes of the strategy is to identify the overall need for affordable housing in the area of the County Development Plan and to ensure that South Dublin County Council provides for the development of affordable housing.  To date, the Council has been successful in acquiring affordable housing units for eligible applicants through:-

(a) Part V of the Planning and Development Act 2000 (as amended)

(b) The development of public private partnerships/joint ventures.

(c) The Integrated Area Plans in tax designated areas.

and in order to comply with the requirements of Section 211 of the Planning and Development Act, 2000 (as amended) and Section 183 of the Local Government Act, 2001 it is recommended that the Council dispose of 20 properties to the eligible applicants (as per the attached schedules) in accordance with the affordable housing scheme as adopted by the Council in April 2003. It is also proposed that the common areas in the development (schedule available at the meeting) excluding public open space be disposed of to the named Management Company.

 It is also proposed to amend resolutions minute no’s c/0513/05 dated 12/09/2005 and C/0317/06 dated 12/06/2006 regarding the applicants set out in the second schedule hereto. 

The consent of the Council is sought for the disposal of these properties to eligible applicants. 

Joe Horan

County Manager”
A discussion followed with a contribution from Councillor C. King.  Ms. P. Poole responded to the Member’s query.

The report was NOTED.

(C/0512/06) SMALL BUILDERS SCHEME - PROPOSED DISPOSAL OF FEE SIMPLE   INTEREST AT 68 BALROTHERY ESTATE, TALLAGHT, DUBLIN 24.

The report by the Manager which had been circulated was CONSIDERED: 

“It is proposed in accordance with the provisions of the Landlord and Tenant (Ground Rents) (No. 2) Act, 1978 and subject to the provisions of Section 183 of the Local Government Act, 2001 to dispose of the fee simple interest in the site listed hereunder to Ms. Anne Donegan (LPR Mr. Christopher McMahon) to whom the site has been leased under the terms of the Council’s Small Builders Scheme. Ms. Anne Donegan (LPR Mr. Christopher McMahon has applied in accordance with the provisions of the Landlord and Tenant (Ground Rents) (No. 2) Act, 1978 to acquire the fee simple interest in the property.  The Ground Rent payable is €19.04 per annum.

	Site No.
	Lessee
	Date of Lease
	Land Acquired From
	Purchase Price

	68 Balrothery Estate, Tallaght, 

Dublin 24.  
	Ms. Anne Donegan (LPR Mr. Christopher McMahon.
	20/08/1973
	Siobhan O’ Dea
	€480.00


J.Horan__________ 

County Manager.”
The report was NOTED.

(C/0513/06) LEASE OF TELECOMMUNICATION DUCTS AT GRANGE CASTLE BUSINESS   PARK TO EIRCOM LTD 
Mr. F. Nevin, Senior Executive Officer presented the report.  

“The Council in its capacity as Developer of Grange Castle Business Park and having regard to the principles of good estate management in the interests of the Park as a whole has provided a range of infrastructural services to service and facilitate clients locating in the Park. 

Among the essential services provided are Telecommunications Ducts provided and installed around the park serving potential sites.  I recommend that the Council grant a lease to Eircom Ltd, 114 St. Stephen’s Green West, Dublin 2 in respect of underground telecommunications duct No. 1 at Grange Castle Business Park – Phase 1, for the purpose of providing telecommunications within the Park in accordance with Section 211 of the Planning and Development Act, 2000 and subject to the provisions of Section 183 of the Local Government Act, 2001 subject to the following terms and conditions:- 

1. To use Duct No. 1 for the transmission and reception of telecommunications signals in digital data and impulse signals and for no other purpose what so ever. 

2. The ducts measuring 3,600 metres or thereabouts in Phase I comprise of two way ducting including all chambers, manholes, junctions chambers and covers but excluding surrounding soil or the surface, except where the cover of a chamber or junction chamber is on and includes the surface.

3. The Lease in respect of Phase 1 shall be for a term of 999 years subject to payment of a Capital Premium of €194,000. (i.e. 3,600 metres at €54 per metres). Eircom had initially installed some of their own ducts, some of which became redundant in addition the original copper cables were replaced with fibre.  Because of these issues an offset was agreed with Eircom and the Capital Premium was reduced to €144,000 to allow for the redundant works. 

4. The rent reserved in the Lease shall be €100 per annum reviewable every 5 years by reference to the Consumer Price Index.

5. In the event of consent being granted to a change of use of the Ducts the Lessee shall pay €150 per metre increased by reference to the Consumer Price Index or the open market value of the Ducts at the date of application for consent.  In the event of dispute the matter will be referred to an independent professional valuer nominated by the President of the Irish Auctioneers and Valuers Institute and his determination shall be binding.

6. Any breach in the terms of the Lease not remedied within 60 days of the service of notice or in the event of the liquidation or receivership of the Company the Council shall be entitled to terminate the Lease by written notice. 

7. The Lessee shall obtain the prior written consent of the Council, which consent shall not be unreasonably withheld, for the purpose of repairing, renewing, maintaining, inspecting or replacing the ducts. 

8. Reinstatement works shall be carried out in accordance with the guidelines for opening, backfilling and reinstatement of trenches in public roads as published by the Department of the Environment and Local Government in, April 2002 or as amended from time to time. 

9. The Council reserves the right, at its expense, to alter or vary the route of the duct or any part thereof, for the purpose of facilitating any present or future development of the Park.

10. The Lessee shall furnish on demand:- 

(i) A statement listing any alterations and/or additions to the services in the ducts.

(ii) Copy of current licence for the use of the Ducts/Services provided through them from the Minister for Communications, Marine and National Resources or other regulatory authority and satisfactory evidence that all fees have been paid up to date. 

(iii) Furnish annually site maps and as built drawings detailing new extensions to the existing infrastructure including drop connection routes. 

11. The Lessee is to ensure that all parts of the Ducts including the chambers, manholes and covers are permanently and securely covered with covers of sufficient design and strength to withstand the weight of such vehicular, pedestrian and other traffic that may be reasonably expected to pass over them.

12. The Lessee shall not assign, transfer, mortgage or share the possession or occupation of the ducts or any part thereof without the prior written consent of the Council, which consent shall not be unreasonably withheld.

13. The Lessee may assign the Ducts to any Eircom Company provided the Council is furnished with a certified copy of such assignment.

14. To keep the ducts insured with a reputable insurer against loss or damage in a sum sufficient to cover the full cost of reinstating the ducts including Architects fees, site clearance costs, allowances for cost and price inflation, VAT, stamp duties and all other incidental expenses in connection with the rebuilding of the ducts. 

15. To indemnify and keep indemnified the Council against all and any expenses, costs, claims, demands, damages and other liabilities, in respect of any claim made directly or indirectly out of the occupation of the Council’s lands or the failure by the Lessee to comply with its obligations.  The minimum limit of indemnity required is €10m for any single event.

  16. 
At all times during the occupation of the Council’s lands the Lessee shall comply with all statutory requirements and enactments and execute at its own expense any works or arrangements that may be required. 

17. Each party shall be responsible for its own legal costs in this matter. 

18. The Lease Agreement shall contain such other terms and conditions as are deemed   appropriate by the County Solicitor in Leases of this nature. 

The lands to be disposed of form part of lands acquired for future development from Millmount Estates in 1975, Alfred Beattie in 1997, Thomas J. Beattie in 1978 and Bernard Murphy in 1980.  The lands were acquired for various purposes i.e. housing, industrial development, open space and future development. 

T. Doherty, 

Deputy County Manager.” 

The report was NOTED.

(C/0514/06) 
LEASE OF TELECOMMUNICATION DUCTS AT GRANGE CASTLE 
BUSINESS PARK TO BT COMMUNICATIONS IRELAND LTD.  
Mr. F. Nevin, Senior Executive Officer presented the report.
“The Council in its capacity as Developer of Grange Castle Business Park and having regard to the principles of good estate management in the interests of the Park as a whole has provided a range of infrastructural services to service and facilitate clients locating in the Park. Among the essential services provided are Telecommunications Ducts provided and installed around the park serving potential sites. 

It is proposed in accordance with Section 211 of the Planning and Development Act, 2000 and subject to the provisions of Section 183 of the Local Government Act, 2001 to grant a lease to BT Communications, Grand Canal Plaza, Upper Grand Canal Street, Dublin 4 in respect of underground telecommunications duct No. 2 at Grange Castle Business Park – Phase 1, for the purpose of providing telecommunications within the Park subject to the following terms and conditions:- 

1. To use Duct No. 2 for the transmission and reception of telecommunications signals in digital data and impulse signals and for no other purpose what so ever. 

2. 
The ducts measuring 3,600 metres or thereabouts in Phase I comprise of two way ducting including all chambers, manholes, junctions chambers and covers but excluding surrounding soil or the surface, except where the cover of a chamber or junction chamber is on and includes the surface.

3.
 The Lease in respect of Phase 1 shall be for a term of 999 years subject to   payment of a Capital Premium of €194,000. (i.e. 3,600 metres at €54 per metres).
4
The rent reserved in the Lease shall be €100 per annum reviewable every 5  years by reference to the Consumer Price Index.

5.
In the event of consent being granted to a change of use of the Ducts the Lessee shall pay €150 per metre increased by reference to the Consumer Price Index or the open market value of the Ducts at the date of application for consent.  In the event of dispute the matter will be referred to an independent professional valuer nominated by the President of the Irish Auctioneers and Valuers Institute and his determination shall be binding.

6. Any breach in the terms of the Lease not remedied within 60 days of the service of notice or in the event of the liquidation or receivership of the Company the Council shall be entitled to terminate the Lease by written notice. 
7.
The Lessee shall obtain the prior written consent of the Council, which consent shall not be unreasonably withheld, for the purpose of repairing, renewing, maintaining, inspecting or replacing the ducts. 

8.
Reinstatement works shall be carried out in accordance with the guidelines for opening, backfilling and reinstatement of trenches in public roads as published by the Department of the Environment and Local Government in, April 2002 or as amended from time to time. 

9.
The Council reserves the right, at its expense, to alter or vary the route of the duct or any part thereof, for the purpose of facilitating any present or future development of the Park.

10.
The Lessee shall furnish on demand:- 

(i)
A statement listing any alterations and/or additions to the services in the ducts.

(ii) 
Copy of current licence for the use of the Ducts/Services provided through them from the Minister for Communications, Marine and National Resources or other regulatory authority and satisfactory evidence that all fees have been paid up to date. 

(iii)
 Furnish annually site maps and as built drawings detailing new extensions to the existing infrastructure including drop connection routes. 

11.
The Lessee is to ensure that all parts of the Ducts including the chambers, manholes and covers are permanently and securely covered with covers of sufficient design and    strength to withstand the weight of such vehicular, pedestrian and other traffic that may be reasonably expected to pass over them.

12.
The Lessee shall not assign, transfer, mortgage or share the possession or occupation  of the ducts or any part thereof without the prior written consent of the Council, which consent shall not be unreasonably withheld.

13.
The Lessee may assign the Ducts to any BT Group Companies provided the Council is   furnished with a certified copy of such assignment.

14.
To keep the ducts insured with a reputable insurer against loss or damage in a sum sufficient to cover the full cost of reinstating the ducts including Architects fees, site clearance costs, allowances for cost and price inflation, VAT, stamp duties and all other incidental expenses in connection with the rebuilding of the ducts. 

15.
To indemnify and keep indemnified the Council against all and any expenses, costs, claims, demands, damages and other liabilities, in respect of any claim made directly or indirectly out of the occupation of the Council’s lands or the failure by the Lessee to comply with its obligations.  The minimum limit of indemnity required is €10m for any single event.

16. 
At all times during the occupation of the Council’s lands the Lessee shall comply with all statutory requirements and enactments and execute at its own expense any works or arrangements that may be required. 

17.
Each party shall be responsible for its own legal costs in this matter. 

18.
The Lease Agreement shall contain such other terms and conditions as are deemed appropriate by the County Solicitor in Leases of this nature. 

The lands to be disposed of form part of lands acquired for future development from Millmount Estates in 1975,Alfred Beattie in 1997, Thomas J. Beattie, in 1978and Bernard Murphy in 1980.The lands were acquired for various purposes i.e. housing ,industrial development ,open space and future development.

T.Doherty

Deputy County Manager “
The report was NOTED.

(C/0515/06)   PROPOSED VARIATION IN EXCHANGE OF LANDS AT MOYVILLE/EDMONSTOWN WITH EDMONDSTOWN GOLF CLUB LTD.
Mr. F. Nevin, Senior Executive Officer presented the report.
“The Council at its meeting held on 14th February, 2000 approved of the disposal of a plot of land comprising 768 square metres or thereabouts as shown outlined in red in

 Drawing No. PLS 5091 to Edmondstown Golf Club Ltd  in exchange for the transfer by the Club to the Council of a  plot in their ownership comprising 768 square metres or thereabouts as shown outlined in red on PLS 5090.  Minute No C/59/00 refers. The exchange was agreed in order to protect a line of mature oak trees which divided the boundary of the Club’s land from that of the Council’s open space and which may have been damaged by a proposal by the Club to build a wall along the boundary line.  The strip of land containing the trees was therefore incorporated into the Golf Club’s lands and the lands acquired in exchange were incorporated into the Council’s adjoining housing lands at Whitechurch Estate.

Due to a delay in registering the Council’s title to the open space lands, which contains the area being disposed of, in Land Registry, the legal transaction in respect of the above exchange is only now being finalised.  In the meantime, however, both parties took possession of the agreed areas of land and built boundary walls to secure the lands.  In the course of preparing accurate maps for the impending closing of the transaction, it was noted that there were discrepancies in the areas shown on the original drawings.  The area now being disposed of  by the Council measures 826 square metres  as shown on Drawing No. PLS 5091a and the area being acquired by the Council from the Golf Club measures 758 square metres or thereabouts as shown on Drawing No. PLS 5090 -1a.

I recommend that the terms of the disposal as approved by the Council at its meeting held on 14th February, 2000 be varied  to provide for a disposal by the Council of an area of open space lands measuring 826 square metres or thereabouts as shown on Drawing No. PLS – 5091(a) to Edmondstown Gold Club Ltd in exchange for the transfer by the Golf Club of an area of land measuring 758 square meters to the Council subject to Section 183 of the Local Government Act 2001 and in accordance with Section 211 of the Planning and Development Act 2000.    

The terms of the disposal otherwise to remain unchanged.
The lands to be disposed of form part of lands acquired from Grange Developments Ltd in 2000 for open space purposes. 

J. Horan 

County Manager”
The report was NOTED.

(C0/0516/06) 
PROPOSED DISPOSAL OF AREA OF LAND AT BALLYNAKELLY, NEWCASTLE, CO. DUBLIN – MR VINCENT BUGGY 
Mr. F. Nevin, Senior Executive Officer presented the report.
“An application has been received from Mr. Vincent Buggy, c/o Dermot P. Coyne, Solicitor, Liffey Bridge House, 1 Main Street, Lucan, Co. Dublin to acquire an area of land at Ballynakelly, Newcastle, Co. Dublin.
The Council’s Valuer has recommended the following terms and conditions as being fair and reasonable:-

1.
That the Council shall dispose of their freehold interest in the areas outlined on map no. 1, map no. 2 and map no. 3.  That the Council have granted a lease of the areas shown outlined on map no. 1 and map no. 3  for  a term of 150 years with effect from 11th October, 1975 subject to a rent of €0.0635 per annum.

2.
That the applicant with the exception of the Council interest has acquired or has a legally enforceable contract to acquire all outstanding legal interests in the site outlined in red on the attached photograph.

3.
That the applicant has an agreement to sell the freehold interest in the site outlined on attached maps for the sum of €6,600,000 (Six million six 
hundred thousand euro).

4.
That the applicant shall pay the Council the sum of €500,000 (five hundred thousand euro) for their freehold interest in the areas outlined on map no. 1, 2 and 3.  Should the applicant receive a sum or consideration in excess of €6,600,000 for the freehold interest in the site outlined in red on the attached photograph the sum payable to the Council shall increase on a pro rata basis.

5.
That the applicant and their successors in title shall be permitted to build on the Council’s site and in respect of access it shall only be used as access 
to the site outlined in red on the attached photograph.

6.
That the above proposal is subject to satisfactory proof of title including 
proof that the applicant has an agreement for development access to a smaller site he owns shown on the attached drawing no. 01/0524/31.  This development access is over adjoining land owned by Chesterbridge Homes Limited.  That the site shown on the attached drawing no. 01/0524/31 has planning permission for 20 houses and that the cost of this access does not exceed the sum of €5,000.

7.
That the above proposal is subject to the Council retaining a wayleave over any existing services on, under or above the Council’s site and that the site shall not be affected by any proposed water, drainage or road schemes.

8.
That the above proposal is subject to a map from the Council’s Mapping 
Section if deemed necessary by the Council.

Accordingly, I recommend that the Council dispose of the lands as outlined above at Ballynakelly, Newcastle, Co. Dublin to Mr. Vincent Buggy in accordance with Section 211 of the Planning and Development Act, 2000 and subject to the provisions of Section 183 of the Local Government Act, 2001, subject to the above terms and conditions as recommended by the Council’s Valuer.

J. Horan

County Manager”
A discussion followed with contribution from Councillor T. Ridge.  Mr. F. Nevin responded to the Member’s query.

The report was NOTED.

(C/0517/06)  PROPOSED DISPOSAL OF AREA OF LAND ADJOINING 183 ARTHUR   GRIFFITH PARK, LUCAN 
Mr. F. Nevin, Senior Executive Officer presented the report.

“An application was received from Mr. and Mrs. Sean Heffernan, 183 Arthur Griffith Park, Lucan, Co. Dublin to acquire an area of land adjoining their property as outlined in red and hatched on Drawing No. LA/17/06 from the Council to incorporate into their garden.  

The Council’s Valuer has recommended the following terms as being fair and reasonable:-

1.
On the basis of a leasehold disposal for garden purposes only.  The lessee 
to pay a capital premium of €2,000 (two thousand euro).

2.
That the applicant shall be granted a lease in the above land for a term of 
99 years at a nominal rent of €1 (one euro) per annum (if demanded) with rent reviews every 5 years linked to changes in the Consumer Price Index.

3.
That the applicant incorporates the area into the front garden and buildsa suitable boundary wall to the satisfaction of the Council.

4.
That the Council shall retain a wayleave to any services that exist on, under or above the subject land and has unhindered 24 hour access to the wayleave on the land.

5.
That each party are responsible for their own professional fees.

6.
That the applicant shall obtain the written consent of the Council prior to entering onto the subject plot for the purpose of carrying out any works thereon.

7.
That the subject land is not included in any planning application for density purposes or for open space purposes.

Accordingly, I recommend that the Council dispose of the leasehold interest in the area of land adjoining 183 Arthur Griffith Park, Lucan as outlined in red and hatched on Drawing No. LA/17/06 to Mr. and Mrs. Sean Heffernan in accordance with Section 211 of the Planning and Development Act, 2000 and subject to the provisions of Section 183 of the Local Government Act, 2001, subject to the above terms and conditions as recommended by the Council’s Valuer.

J. Horan

County Manager”
The report was NOTED.

(C/0518/06)
 PROPOSED DISPOSAL OF AREA OF LAND ADJOINING 19 ASHWOOD DRIVE, CLONDALKIN TO KAREN BYRNE AND IAN KENNA 
Mr. F. Nevin, Senior Executive Officer presented the report.
“An application was received from Karen Byrne and Ian Kenna, 19 Ashwood Drive, Clondalkin, Dublin 22 to acquire an area of land adjoining their property for the purpose of building an extension onto the side of their house.

The Council’s Valuer has recommended the following terms as being fair and reasonable:-

1.
That the Council dispose of the subject plot for the 
consideration of €15,000 (fifteen thousand euro).

2.
That the land is disposed of with full freehold title and vacant 
possession.

3.
The applicant builds a suitable boundary wall to the satisfaction 
of the Council and that they will match and tie into existing front 
boundary walls.

4.
That each party are responsible for their own professional fees.

5.
That the disposal is subject to any other conditions that other Council departments may have.

This is on the basis that planning permission would be granted for the extension of the house and that the land to be disposed does not exceed 4 feet from the front boundary wall and 2 feet from the rear boundary wall.

It is also subject to planning advice that permission would not be granted for a house on the side garden and subject land if merged.  If such permission is granted the value of subject strip of land would be €65,000.

Accordingly, I recommend that the Council dispose of the full freehold title and vacant possession of the land adjoining 19 Ashwood Drive, Clondalkin, Dublin 22 as outlined on Drawing No. to Karen Byrne and Ian Kenna in accordance with Section 211 of the Planning and Development Act, 2000 and subject to the provisions of Section 183 of the Local Government Act, 2001, subject to the above terms and conditions as recommended by the Council’s Valuer.

J. Horan

County Manager”
The report was NOTED 
(C/0519/06) 
PROPOSED GRANTING OF LEASE OF RESIDENTIAL SHOP AT 13 DEANSRATH AVENUE, CLONDALKIN, DUBLIN 22 TO MARTIN REDDY 
Mr. F. Nevin, Senior Executive Officer presented the report.

“The Residential Shop at 13 Deansrath Avenue, Clondalkin, Dublin 22 was originally Leased to William O’Shea in July 1983 for a term of 21 years.  The leaseshold interest in the shop has been transferred by assignment several times since then.  The most recent lessees were Paul Murphy and Carmel Reddy and in June 2000 Carmel Reddy (now deceased) and Paul Murphy applied to the Council for consent to transfer the leasehold interest in the premises to their son, Martin Reddy.  This application was granted.  The term of the Lease has now expired and a new Lease is being prepared subject to the following terms and conditions which the Council’s Valuer recommends as being fair and reasonable:-

1.
That the Council shall grant the applicant a lease of No. 13 Deansrath Avenue, comprising of a two storey house, a retail unit and a tarmac covered forecourt as outlined in red on the attached map.

2.
That the commencement date of the lease shall be backdated to 1st January, 2006 subject to an initial rent of €20,000 (twenty thousand euro) and shall be for a term of 20 years with provisions for upward only rent reviews to the full open market rent at the end of every fifth year.

3.
That the lease shall be on a full insuring and repairing basis.

4.
That the applicant shall clear all outstanding charges, including rent, rates and taxes (if any) for which they are liable for prior to the Council granting a lease.

5.
That the applicant shall pay any VAT or Stamp Duty on the lease that they 
are liable for.

6.
That the Council’s architect shall prepare a schedule of dilapidations and 
repairs which the applicant shall comply with to the satisfaction of the Council within a period of 12 months from the date of the commencement of the lease.

7.
That the Council’s Mapping Section shall prepare a drawing of the subject 
property to be included in the lease.

8.
That the above proposal is subject to satisfactory proof of title.

9.
That the lease shall be subject to all usual terms or any term deemed 
appropriate by the Council’s Development Department, Law Agent or any 
other Council Department.

Accordingly, I recommend the granting of this lease on the property at 13 Deansrath Avenue, Clondalkin, Dublin 22 as outlined on the attached indicative map for a term of 20 years to the applicant, Mr. Martin Reddy in accordance with Section 211 of the Planning and Development Act, 2000 and subject to the provisions of Section 183 of the Local Government Act, 2001, subject to the above terms and conditions as recommended by the Council’s Valuer.

J. Horan

County Manager”
A discussion followed with contributions from Councillors R. Dowds, T. Ridge, T. Gilligan, S. O’Connor. Mr. F. Nevin responded to the Members’ queries.
The report was NOTED.

(C/0520/06)
 ADOPTION OF HIGHER EDUCATION GRANT SCHEME 2006
Mr. G. Keogh, Senior Executive Officer presented the report.
“The Higher Education Grants Scheme for 2006/2007 was issued by the Department of Education on the 25th July 2006 and was circulated to the Members for today’s meeting.  The closing date for receipt of completed applications forms was 31st August, 2006.

There have been some changes to the scheme including an increase of 5.3% in the income limits for the award of “Ordinary” rates of maintenance grant and an increase of 7.18% in respect of the Special “Top-up” rate of maintenance grant (from €15,626 to €16,748) and the linkage to social welfare payment has been maintained.  With regard to the actual rates of grant there is an increase of 3% in the “Ordinary” rate of maintenance grant and 22.5% in the “Top-up” element of special rate of maintenance grant. 

A comparison of figures from 2005 to 2006 outlining the changes for the Reckonable Income Limits, the maintenance grant rate including adjacent and non-adjacent rates and the actual rate of maintenance grant and special “top-up” grant as referred to above are set out below. 

Reckonable Income Limits for ordinary rates of grant for 2005

	No. of Dependent Children
	Full Maintenance and Full Fees
	Part Maintenance (75%) and Full Fees
	Part Maintenance (50%) and Full Fees
	Part Maintenance (25%) and Full Fees
	Part Tuition Fees (50%) only*

	Less than 4
	€35,485
	€37,695
	€39,915
	€42,130
	€44,350

	4 – 7
	€38,990
	€41,430
	€43,865
	€46,305
	€48,740

	8 or more
	€42,335
	€44,980
	€47,625
	€50,265
	€52,910


*Full Student Service Charge is paid where income is at or below this level.

Reckonable Income Limits for ordinary rates of grant for 2006

	No. of Dependent Children
	Full Maintenance and Full Fees
	Part Maintenance (75%) and Full Fees
	Part Maintenance (50%) and Full Fees
	Part Maintenance (25%) and Full Fees
	Part Tuition Fees (50%) only*

	Less than 4
	€37,365
	€39,695
	€42,030
	€44,365
	€46,700

	4-7
	€41,055
	€43,625
	€46,190
	€48,760
	€51,325

	8 or more
	€44,580
	€47,365
	€50,150
	€52,930
	€55,715


  *Full Student Service Charge is paid where income is at or below this level.

Maintenance Grants Rates for 2005

	
	Non-Adjacent Rate
	Adjacent Rate

	Full Maintenance
	€3,020
	€1,210

	Part Maintenance (75%)
	€2,265
	€   905

	Part Maintenance (50%)
	€1,515
	€   605

	Part Maintenance (25%)
	€   755
	€   305


Maintenance Grant Rates for 2006

	
	Non-Adjacent Rate
	Adjacent Rate

	Full Maintenance
	€3,110
	€1,245

	Part Maintenance (75%)
	€2,335
	€   935

	Part Maintenance (50%)
	€1,555
	€   625

	Part Maintenance (25%)
	€   780
	€   310


Special Rates of Maintenance Grant for 2005/06

	Grant
	Standard Grant
	Top – Up Amount
	Total Grant

	Adjacent Rate
	€1,210
	€935
	€2,145

	Non – Adjacent Rate
	€3,020
	€2,335
	€5,355


Special Rates of Maintenance Grant for 2006/07

	Grant
	Standard Grant
	Top – Up Amount
	Total Grant

	Adjacent Rate
	€1,245
	€1,145
	€2,390

	Non – Adjacent Rate
	€3,110
	€2,860
	€5,970


In accordance with section 5 of the Local Authorities (Higher Education Grants) Act, 1968 the adoption of the Scheme is a reserved function of the Council.  

It is recommended that the Council adopt the Draft as proposed. 

When the Scheme is adopted it will be submitted to the Minister of Education for formal approval.”
It was proposed by Councillor E. Maloney, seconded by Councillor T. Ridge and AGREED:

“That the Higher Education Grant Scheme for 2006 be ADOPTED and APPROVED.”

(C/0521/06)  
NOMINATION TO STRATEGIC POLICY COMMITTEE - TRANSPORT STRATEGIC POLICY COMMITTEE 
The following report by the Manager, which had been circulated, was CONSIDERED:
“By email dated 24th July 2006 the South Dublin Community Platform wish to nominate Mr. Andy Lane to replace Ms. Nyamwenda Massamba who retired earlier this year from the Transport Strategic Policy Committee.

The appointment of Mr. Andy Lane to the Transport Strategic Policy Committee to replace Ms. Nyamwenda Massamba as a representative of the South Dublin Community Platform is now before the Members for consideration.”
It was proposed by Councillor E. Maloney, seconded by Councillor T. Ridge and AGREED:

“That Mr. Andy Lane be appointed to the Transport Strategic Policy Committee to replace Ms. Nyamwenda Massamba as a representative of the South Dublin Community Platform.”
(C/0522/06)
NOMINATION TO STRATEGIC POLICY COMMITTEE -  HOUSING AND SOCIAL DEVELOPMENT STRATEGIC POLICY COMMITTEE
The following report by the Manager, which had been circulated, was CONSIDERED:

“By letter dated 25th July 2006, the Irish Congress of Trade Unions wishes to nominate Ms Betty Tyrell – Collard, Department of Enterprise, Trade and Employment to replace Ms. Margaret Deaton who retired earlier this year from the Housing and Social Development SPC.

The appointment of Ms. Betty Tyrell-Collard to the Housing and Social Development Strategic Policy Committee to replace Ms. Margaret Deaton as a representative of the Irish Congress of Trade Unions, is now before the Members for consideration.”
It was proposed by Councillor E. Maloney, seconded by Councillor T. Ridge and AGREED:

“That Ms. Betty Tyrell-Collard be appointed to  the Housing and Social Development Strategic Policy Committee to replace Ms. Margaret Deaton as a representative of the Irish Congress of Trade Unions.
VOTE OF SYMPATHY
At this point the Mayor informed the Members of the death of Prof. Val Rice, sectoral member of the Environment Strategic Policy Committee.   A minute’s silence was observed as a mark of respect.
(C/0523/06)  VACANCY ON SOUTH DUBLIN COUNTY COUNCIL 
This item was DEFERRED to the October Council Meeting.

(C/0524/06)  PROPOSED CHANGE OF NAME 83 & 84 GLENBROOK PARK, RATHFARNHAM, DUBLIN 14 TO 54 & 52 BUTTERFIELD ORCHARD, RATHFARNHAM, DUBLIN 14
The report by the Manager, which had been circulated, was CONSIDERED:
“ At the meeting of South Dublin County Council held on 10th July 2006 the Council adopted a list of qualified electors for the purposes of the proposed change of name of 83 & 84 Glenbrook Park to 54 & 52 Butterfield Orchard. 

A Plebiscite was held in accordance with the Local Government (Changing of Place Names) Regulations, 1956 (as amended) and the result is as follows:

Declaration of Result of Plebiscite

I, the undersigned, being the returning officer at the plebiscite held to ascertain whether the majority of the qualified electors in 83 and 84 Glenbrook Park consent to the name of 83 and 84 Glenbrook Park being changed to 54 and 52 Butterfield Orchard respectively, hereby declare the result of the said plebiscite as follows:

Number of qualified electors


8

Number of Ballot Papers Issued


8

Number of Ballot Papers Returned

7

Number in favour of Proposed Change

7

The result, therefore, is that the majority of the qualified electors are in favour of the proposed change.

Gary Keogh, S.E.O.

Returning Officer 


Dated this 30th Day of August 2006

In accordance with Section 78 of the Local Government Act 1946 (as amended) the Council may now change the name of 83 & 84 Glenbrook Park to 54 & 52 Butterfield Orchard respectively.  This is a reserved function of the Council and the following resolution is required.”
“That this Council, having regard to the result of the Plebiscite, hereby change the name of 83 and 84 Glenbrook Park to 54 and 52 Butterfield Orchard respectively.”

It was proposed by Councillor E. Maloney, seconded by Councillor C. Keane and AGREED:
“That this Council, having regard to the result of the Plebiscite, hereby change the name of 83 and 84 Glenbrook Park to 54 and 52 Butterfield Orchard respectively.”

(C/0525/06) PROVISION OF VETERINARY SERVICE ON BEHALF OF DUNLAOGHAIRE RATHDOWN COUNTY COUNCIL BY SOUTH DUBLIN COUNTY COUNCIL. (PROPOSED AGREEMENT UNDER SECTION 85 OF THE LOCAL GOVERNMENT ACT 2001)
Ms. M. Pyne, Director of Environmental Services presented the report.

“Dun Laoghaire Rathdown County Council has requested South Dublin County Council to provide veterinary services on its behalf for Dun Laoghaire Rathdown County. The current Veterinary officer in Dun Laoghaire Rathdown has retired and Dun Laoghaire Rathdown County Council considers that the service can now be satisfactorily provided on a part-time basis. 

South Dublin County Council already provides the veterinary service on an agency basis to Fingal County Council. 

Under Section 85 of the Local Government Act, 2001, it is proposed to provide a veterinary service on behalf of Dun Laoghaire Rathdown County Council to Dun Laoghaire Rathdown County for a period of three years or until alternative arrangements are made whichever is the earlier. The costs associated with the provision of this service will be recouped from the Food Safety Authority of Ireland.

As the making of an agreement under Section 85 of the Local Government Act 2001 is a reserved function, it will be necessary for the following motion to be passed by this Council.

“That South Dublin County Council enters into an agreement under section 85 of the Local Government Act 2001 with Dun Laoghaire Rathdown County Council for the provision of veterinary services on behalf of Dun Laoghaire Rathdown County Council for the County of Dun Laoghaire Rathdown.”
A discussion followed with contributions from Councillors T. Ridge  and C. Keane.  Ms. M. Pyne responded to the Members’ queries.

It was proposed by Councillor E. Maloney, seconded by Councillor T. Ridge and AGREED:

“That South Dublin County Council enters into an agreement under section 85 of the Local Government Act 2001 with Dun Laoghaire Rathdown County Council for the provision of veterinary services on behalf of Dun Laoghaire Rathdown County Council for the County of Dun Laoghaire Rathdown.”

(C/0526/06)  APPLICATION FOR FINANCIAL ASSISTANCE FROM CLUID HOUSING ASSOCIATION IN ACCORDANCE WITH SECTION 6 OF THE HOUSING (MISCELLANEOUS PROVISIONS) ACT, 1992 FOR THE CONSTRUCTION OF 38 DWELLINGS AT BELGARD SQUARE WEST, TALLAGHT.
Ms. P. Poole, Director of Housing presented the report.

“An application has been received from Clúid Housing Association for a loan in the sum of €7,129,217 for the construction of 38 dwellings at Belgard Square West, Tallaght. The Association is an approved Voluntary Body under Section 5 of the Housing Act, 1988.

The granting of a loan in the sum of €7,129,217 was sanctioned by the Minister for the Environment, Heritage and Local Government on 19th June, 2006.

Under Section 6 of the Housing (Miscellaneous Provisions) Act, 1992 the granting of assistance under the Capital Loan and Subsidy Scheme is a reserved function of the Council.”
Accordingly, the following motion is required:

“That this Council recommends that the application for a loan in the sum of  €7,129,217 under the Capital Loan and subsidy Scheme to Clúid Housing Association for the construction of 38 dwellings at Belgard Square West, Tallaght in accordance with the requirements of Section 6 of the Housing (Miscellaneous Provisions) Act, 1992 be approved.”
A discussion followed with contributions from Councillors T. Ridge, E. Tuffy, S. O’Connor, R. Dowds and C. Keane.  Ms. P. Poole responded to the Members’ queries.
It was proposed by Councillor E. Maloney, seconded by Councillor T. Ridge and AGREED: 

“That this Council recommends that the application for a loan in the sum of  €7,129,217 under the Capital Loan and subsidy Scheme to Clúid Housing Association for the construction of 38 dwellings at Belgard Square West, Tallaght in accordance with the requirements of Section 6 of the Housing (Miscellaneous Provisions) Act, 1992 be approved.”
(C/0527/06)  Letter, dated 1st August 2006 from Sile De Valera T.D. Minister of State for Youth Affairs in reply to South Dublin County Council's letter regarding the Citywise Project.
The above letter was NOTED.
(C/0528/06) 
Letter, dated 25th July 2006 from Fermoy Town Council regarding motion passed in relation to taxing waste at disposal.

The above letter was NOTED.
(C/0529/06)
Letter, dated 25th July 2006 from Kerry County Council regarding motion passed in relation to cutting of roadside hedges. 

The above letter was NOTED.
(C0530/06)  
Letter  dated 31st July  2006 from the Irish Aviation Authority in reply to South Dublin County County Council's letter regarding Airspace Change Proposal submitted by Weston Aerodrome. 

The above letter was NOTED.
(C/0531/06)
Letters dated 8th August 2006 from Edenderry Town Council regarding  motions passed in relation to:

a)  More funding for upkeep of our country roads.

b)  Discontinuation of use of loose chippings on road surfaces.

c) Proposal that the Government should be encouraging "educational motoring."

The above letters were NOTED.
(C/0532/06)
MAYOR’S BUSINESS 

CHILDREN’S HOSPITAL 
It was proposed by Councillor E. Maloney, seconded by Councillor E. Walsh:

“That this Council expresses its disappointment at the Government's decision not to establish the proposed National Children's Hospital on site at Tallaght Hospital.  Furthermore, this Council is opposed to any further downgrading of the Children's Hospital in Tallaght and that commitments given in the Charter be fully honoured.”
REPORT:
“If the motion is passed the matter will be referred to the Minister for Health for her attention and when a reply is received the Council will be notified accordingly.”
It was AGREED to take Motion 13 in the name of Councillor M. Daly in conjunction with this item.

It was proposed by Councillor M. Daly, seconded by Councillor C. King:

“That this Council is dismayed at the decision of the HSE to remove the services for children out of the Tallaght Hospital to the Mater. Given the population demographics and the proposed developments under the Tallaght masterplan this decision is wrong. We call on the Minister for Health to leave the Children’s Hospital intact in Tallaght.” 

REPORT:
“If the motion is passed the matter will be referred to the Minister for Health for her attention and when a reply is received the Council will be notified accordingly.”
A discussion followed with contributions from Councillors E. Maloney, E. Walsh, T. McDermott, M. Daly, C. Keane, S. O’Connor, C. King, E. Tuffy, M. Ardagh, M. Murphy, T. Ridge, S. Laing, G. O’Connell and J. Daly.

The Motions were PASSED.

(C/0533/06) 
MAYOR’S BUSINESS
PROVISION OF DISTRICT SIGNS

It was proposed by Councillor E. Maloney, seconded by Councillor M. Ardagh:
“That this Council requests the provision of new district signs (i.e. Tallaght, Clondalkin, Rathfarnham etc.) indicating the district and the name and logo of this Local Authority.”
REPORT:
“The provision of district signs will be examined as part of the review of the County-wide signage strategy which is currently underway. and a report will be presented to the Members at a future meeting.”
A discussion followed with contributions from Councillors E. Maloney, M. Ardagh, J. Daly, J. Lahart, C. Keane, S. Laing, M. Corr, S. O’Connor, C. Jones, J. Hannon, T. McDermott, O’Connell and D. Keating.

The Motion was PASSED.

(C/0534/06) 
MAYOR’S BUSINESS 

FAMINE MEMORIAL DAY

It was proposed by Councillor E. Maloney, seconded by Councillor G. O’Connell:
“That this Council supports the call for an annual commemoration of the Irish Famine, to be known as "Memorial Day" to honour the memory of the victims who died and the emigrants who gave so much to the world.”
REPORT:
“If the motion is passed its terms will be conveyed to the Department of An Taoiseach and also to the Committee for the Commemoration of the Irish Famine Victims. 
South Dublin County Council marks the Famine and in particular its effect on emigration at the Famine Commemoration Arboretum in Corkagh Park.”
The Motion was PASSED.

(C/0535/06) COMMUNITY WARDEN SERVICE
It was proposed by Councillor T. Ridge, seconded by Councillor R. Dowds:

“That this Council agree to initiate a pilot programme of a community warden service which involves a permanent presence of Council Community Wardens in areas which have need of such a service.  Particular regard to be made to the needs of the elderly and vulnerable and the supervision of play and amenity areas for the benefit of all.  This programme could save money for this Council by preventing vandalism and dumping which is a major cost for this Council and would enhance the social and visual amenity.”
REPORT:
“The Department of the Environment, Heritage & Local Government’s Pilot Community Warden Scheme operated in 5 local authority areas (Counties Galway, Leitrim and Wexford, Galway City and Naas)from 2002 to 2004, fully funded by the Department, in line with current and previous Programmes for Government.  The Pilot Scheme was extended by the Minister for one year only (2005) at a reduced level of funding (equivalent to costs less direct service income (e.g. fine income)) to facilitate consideration of the future of the pilots and the question of extending the service across local authorities.  In 2005, there was a total of 45 Community Wardens in the 5 pilot areas.

An independent review of the Scheme concluded that the scheme has been quite successful and has generally been “perceived positively by those who have experience of it, including local authority management and staff, the Gardaí and the local communities”.

In December 2005, the pilot authorities were advised of the Minister’s decision to agree to the community warden service being put on a permanent footing in those areas on the basis of continued but reduced funding from the Department over the following two years (2006/7) i.e. 66% of the 2005 funding level in 2006 and 33% in 2007.  Thereafter, the full costs of the service will be borne by the individual local authorities.

The main activities of community wardens are (i) enforcement e.g. traffic, litter, (ii) monitoring e.g. public areas, suspected breaches of regulations, and (iii) community and tourist liaison assistance.  Liaison with the Gardai has been a key feature of the scheme, with a good deal of day-to-day contact which has worked effectively in most areas.  Another important feature of the scheme has been liaison with communities, including liaison with local neighbourhood watch and community alert schemes, visiting and addressing schools on environmental issues and visiting older and vulnerable people.  

Some industrial relations however need to be addressed and in this regard the Local Government Management Services Board (LGMSB) is to lead on HR/IR issues regarding the pilot and future operation/roll-out of the service. The LGMSB will, in consultation with the Department and City and County Managers, consider the most appropriate way of taking matters forward.

New Community Warden Schemes cannot be initiated outside of these pilot areas in the interim without the approval of the Department of the Environment, Heritage and Local Government.”
A discussion followed with contributions from Councillors T. Ridge, R. Dowds, S. O’Connor, G. O’Connell, E. Walsh and C. Keane. Mr. J. Horan, County Manager and Mr. P. Smith, Director of Community Services responded to the Members’ queries.

The Motion was PASSED.

(C/0536/06)
SUSPENSION OF STANDING ORDERS

The Mayor, Councillor E. Maloney, proposed that Standing Orders be suspended to take two Emergency Motions regarding the (a) Register of Electors, and (b) Traffic Congestion in the Lucan area.   This proposal was in compliance with Standing Order Nos. 76 and 77 and was AGREED by the Members.
(C/0537/06)
REGISTER OF ELECTORS
It was proposed by Councillor T. McDermott, seconded by Councillor G. O’Connell and AGREED:

“In the likelihood of thousands of South Dublin residents being deleted from the Register of Electors 2007/2008, that this Council calls on the Minister for the Environment, Heritage and Local Government to provide additional resources to the Council so that it can take the steps necessary to ensure that the Register of Electors 2007/2008 is an accurate record of those South Dublin residents who are eligible to vote.”

Mr. Joe  Horan, County Manager presented the following report to the Members:

“A press release was issued by the Council to highlight the “Responsibility of each person eligible to vote to ensure that they are included on the Register of Electors for 2007/08.”

The question is not a matter of resources but rather a concerted effort to ensure registration of all qualified electors thereby improving the overall accuracy of the Register.

By Circular letter F09/06 of 6th July 2006 from the Department of the Environment, Heritage and Local Government, the Council was informed that a package of measures aimed at assisting registration authorities to secure significant improvements in the accuracy and comprehensiveness of the register would be made available in 2006.  

The DoELG have also instructed that if after two house calls no information is obtained or forms returned a notification of intention to delete should issue.

South Dublin County Council was allocated an initial sum of  €171,000 to intensify the collation of information with a view to improving the accuracy of the Register of Electors.

This funding has been utilised in the following manner:

a) Information postcards issued to every elector and potential elector.

b) 47 fieldworkers recruited (calling at least twice and equipped with mobile phones and calling cards).

c) 24 supervisors providing training, monitoring and supervision of fieldwork.

d) Information days  – As part of a general awareness/information process South Dublin County Council staff will visit shopping centres/supermarkets in its area during the month of November. The Council’s mobile library service will also provide information and forms to its customers on request .

e) Publicity campaign.

f) Two additional temporary administrative staff.

It should be noted also that any further expenditure incurred by the Council in this process should be claimed back from the DoELG.”

Following discussion it was AGREED to refer the matter to the Organisation, Procedure and Finance Committee Meeting to be held on 21st September 2006 with a view to making an agreed submission to full Council and subsequently to the Department of the Environment, Heritage and Local Government.
(C/0538/06)
TRAFFIC CONGESTION IN LUCAN AREA
It was proposed by Councillor D. Keating, seconded by Councillors G. O’Connell and E. Tuffy:
“That the Manager would report on the now horrendous traffic congestion in the Lucan area and ask Dublin Bus Senior Management to agree to attend a 3.00 p.m. pre-meeting of the October Council Meeting to report on plans to provide enhanced bus schedules to help with this problem.”
The Motion was PASSED.
(C/0539/06) DUBLIN PORT TUNNEL
The following motion in the name of Councillor T. McDermott was NOT MOVED:

That South Dublin County Council calls on the Dublin City Manager to restrict access to the city centre (between the Royal Canal and the Grand Canal ), by vehicles of three axles and more between the hours of 7AM and 7PM unless such vehicles are carrying a permit issued by the City Manager. And that such restriction becomes effective when the Dublin Port Tunnel opens - in order that the citizens of South Dublin County enjoy the benefits promised when funding for the Port Tunnel project was approved. 

(C/0540/06)
COLOMBIAN EMBASSY
It was proposed by Councillor C. Keane, seconded by Councillor E. Maloney:
“That this Council recommends that we make representation to the Colombian Ambassador in London to ensure that the  military rescue operation proposed by President Uribe  to rescue hostages held by FARC be cancelled.  Mindful of the fact that FARC leaders have ordered their men to execute hostages in such a rescue operation, by proceeding in this way, it is imposing a death sentence on the hostages one of whom includes Ingrid Betancourt on whom we have bestowed the Freedom of the County of South Dublin.”
REPORT:
“If the motion is passed the matter will be referred to the Columbian Ambassador for his attention and when a reply is received the Council will be notified accordingly.”
The report was NOTED and it was AGREED to write to the Colombian Ambassador expressing the concerns of the Members for the safety of Ingrid Betancourt on whom the Council has bestowed the Freedom of the County.
(C/0541/06) 
SKATE PARK
It was proposed by Councillor D. Keating, seconded by Councillor G. O’Connell:

“That the Manager would please provide an up-to-date and detailed report on progress made to build the Council's first Skate Park. Specifically would the Manager please report on the local consultation process which I requested at the outset, with the delegation from the local Skate Board Club regarding the design, lay-out and materials to be used in the Skate Park, and the time scale for the building and completion of this Skate Park.”
REPORT:
“Work on the Skatepark in Griffeen Valley Park, Lucan is at a very advanced stage. All the work on the skatepark to date has been completed satisfactorily.  The fencing is also in place and we are waiting for a turnstile as a further control system to be fitted and slight modifications to part of the fence to be completed to improve security.  Until this is done a palisade fence around the skatepark will remain in place to prevent access into the site.

Work will continue on fitting the CCTV and floodlighting.  The CCTV will be hooked up to monitors in the Sports and Leisure Centre and access to the skatepark will be controlled from there. 

The works have been examined by RoSPA - The Royal Society for the Prevention of Accidents.  RoSPA has the expertise and authority to certify that the facility complies with the current standards and is safe to use and in their report have identified two minor issues that need to be attended to. As soon as the facility has been certified and all safety and control measures in place the facility can be used by the skateboarders. It is anticipated that the facility will be open to skateboarders by the end of this month.

Discussions have taken place with the leisure Centre management, local skaters and the SDCC Arts officer about the graffiti which has recently appeared on the leisure centre.  It has been agreed that we will construct a wall especially for graffiti artists alongside the skatepark.  This is currently being designed and may possibly incorporate seating.

The signage for the skatepark has been designed and approved.  The company contracted to make the signs will be in a position to provide these shortly.

Public consultation on the project took place as part of the Part 8 Public Consultation process and there was extensive consultation with the local skatepark club throughout and the club members were an integral part of the design process. The final design of the proposed skateboard park has been agreed following extensive discussions between personnel from the Parks Department, members of the Lucan Skatepark Club and the contractor.  

The skatepark will be a concrete construction.  The base is a 150mm thick reinforced concrete slab.  The grade of concrete is C35 with reinforcement A393 mesh.  This high specification concrete and reinforcement will prevent the needs for any expansion joints.  A float finish will be applied resulting in a super smooth surface, seamless and flawless- perfect for BMX riders, skateboarders and in-line skaters

The skatepark will comply with BS PAS 35 and other relevant BS requirements

The contractor will provide a 20 year warranty on all concrete structures against major depreciation and structural failure.”
A discussion followed with contributions from Councillor D. Keating and G. O’Connell. 

The report was NOTED.

(C/0542/06) TRAFFIC LIGHT SEQUENCE
It was proposed by Councillor G. O’Connell, seconded by Councillor D. Keating:

“That this Council write to the appropriate Government Department requesting that consideration be given to (a) activating the "Amber" sequence between "Red" and "Green" on all traffic lights  and (b) inserting a "filter left on Red when safe to do " sign at suitable junctions so as to maximise the capacity of road intersections and alleviate traffic congestion.”
 REPORT:
“The system (a) suggested in the above motion is similar to the "starting amber" system used in the United Kingdom. This has been examined previously on a number of occasions at national level with a view to its introduction in this country, but a change in legislation to effect this has not been deemed appropriate. The view of the Roads & Traffic Department would be that any potential for increasing junction throughput is likely to be outweighed by the increased risk of accidents, as it would eliminate the brief "all-red" phase which currently provides a safety zone for "amber gamblers" to clear the junction.  

The suggestion (b) of a "filter left on red when safe to do so" is not recommended as the concept of permitted movement on a red light would have serious potential for accidents, and the proposed signing would create difficulty in assessing liability, as it involves the individual driver's subjective interpretation of  "when safe to do so".”
A discussion followed with contributions from Councillors G. O’Connell, E. Walsh, C. Jones, S. O’Connor and E. Tuffy.

The Motion was PASSED.

(C/0543/06)
MANAGEMENT CHARGES

It was proposed by Councillor E. Tuffy, seconded by Councillor G. O’Connell:

“That the Council notes with concern that individuals and families who have been approved for apartments and houses under the Council's Affordable Housing Schemes are being required to pay Management Charges of € 800 per annum and more, that the requirement to pay such charges is effectively adding about € 20000 to the cost of their homes, and requests the Manager to have these charges taken into account when arriving at prices to be determined for Affordable Housing units.” 

REPORT:
“The payment of a management fee to a management company by purchasers of affordable units has in the majority of cases only been applicable where they have purchased an apartment.  This fee generally covers the cost of maintenance of the  common areas.

In such developments the planning permissions granted include a condition as follows, "That the developer must also submit a Management Plan and agreement for the long term maintenance of the private/communal open spaces."  Where such a condition is attached to a permission the developer usually sets up a management company and a management fee for all properties within the development including any affordable units.

When all dwellings in a development are sold the Management Company then comprises the owners of those properties.  That Management Company engages a Managing Agent and the Company determine the management fee which will cover the management agent expenses.  Therefore the management fee is determined by the owners of the dwellings themselves and the Council has no input.”
A discussion followed with contributions from Councillors E. Tuffy and C. Jones.  Ms. P. Poole, Director of Housing responded to the Members’ queries.

The Motion was PASSED.


The Meeting concluded at 6.30 p.m.
(C0544/06)
MOTIONS NOT REACHED
SITING OF PLANNING APPLICATION NOTICES
Councillor J. Lahart   
That the Council undertakes a review of the regulations governing the siting of planning application roadside public notices, particularly in light of obvious flaws relating to where a planning application may be lodged within an estate that directly affects residents to the rear of that house but located in a different estate. 

HOUSING ESTATE NAMES IN IRISH

Councillor S. O'Connor   

That this Council will adopt a policy of using the Irish Language in the naming of all new housing estate developments. 

DISPOSAL OF ‘END OF LIFE’ VEHICLES 

Councillor R. Dowds
That this council approves the following change to the disposal of 'end of life' vehicles:-

a) 
 That the €50 charge be scrapped.

b)  
That a sum of perhaps €200 be paid to people who bring a car to an 'end of life’ unit.

MANAGEMENT OF DOG BREEDING ESTABLISHMENTS 

Councillor C. Keane   

That this Council recommends that we write to the Minister to implement the recommendations of working group to review the management of dog breeding establishments – taking into account the two minority reports. 

INTEGRITY OF COUNCIL’S PLANNING FILES
Councillor T. McDermott
That that the Members discuss the process to secure the integrity of the Council's planning files and call on the Manager to improve it in light of recent failures by the Council to fulfil its obligations in this regard. 

COMMUNITY FORUM AND COMMUNITY PLATFORM
Councillor G. O'Connell   
That this Council values the role and contribution of the Community Forum and Community Platform and will positively support them by holding at least one conference per annum dealing with issues of concern to the community and voluntary sector to which the executive from both organisations, as well as the elected members of the Council be invited and by  providing each organisation with a full time support worker and by including both organisations on the relevant invitation list for council events.

ILLEGAL DOMESTIC CLOTHING COLLECTIONS
Councillor J. Lahart 
That this Council, in order to combat the proliferation in illegal domestic clothing collections;

investigates the possibility of introducing bye-laws which oblige all collectors to clearly identify their company/organisation name , address, landline and other relevant company/organisation/charity number details, together with the relevant tax clearance details;

and inter alia introduces severe penalties for those collectors and residents who knowingly breach these regulations;

organises a publicity campaign to alert householders to any proposed changes

and examines best practise in this regard.

COUNCIL HOUSES – BUY BACK

Councillor R. Dowds  
That South Dublin County Council adopt a policy whereby our County Council would purchase back houses in Council estates from elderly residents in return for them moving into rented sheltered accommodation. 

WATER LEISURE STRATEGY
Councillor D. Keating   
That the Manager would report on the initial stages of the Review of the Water Leisure Strategy specifically regarding the provision of the outstanding Swimming Pools.  Would the Manager also set out in detail his intentions to ensure that the necessary funding is available in the case of government funding not being made available. 
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