COMHAIRLE CHONTAE ÁTHA CLIATH THEAS
SOUTH DUBLIN COUNTY COUNCIL


MEETING OF TERENURE-RATHFARNHAM AREA COMMITTEE 1

Tuesday, October 03, 2006

MOTION (13)
MOTION: Cllr. Maire Ardagh

That the Manager report on Planning Application No. SD06A/0525 in relation to the removal of ancient trees and protected boundary walls and to state what safeguards have been put in place to preserve the integrity of the site. 
REPORT:

An application for permission for the following proposed development was received on 23rd June 2006;

 (1) Construction of 5 own-door apartments in a building of three storey's (max height 8.7m from St. Patrick's Cottages street level and 11.6m from Whitechurch Road street level) over garden-level car park; new vehicular access from Whitechurch Road to 7 car spaces, 12 bicycle spaces, storage spaces and bin storage; new vehicular access off St. Patrick's Cottages to two car spaces; pedestrian access from both roads to own door entrances at St. Patrick's Cottages level to living accommodation of five three-bedroom triplex apartments each with balconies at first and second floor level to Whitechurch Road and balconies at second floor level to St. Patrick's Cottages from which external stairs access roof gardens which are screened and landscaped; 

(2) Conservation works to the Protected Structure including demolition of existing porch and rear extension, re-rendering of external facade in lime-render, repairs and replacement with re-made originals of existing windows, installation of bathrooms at second floor level; rearrangement of lightweight partitions of second floor level; repairs to internal plasterwork; 

(3) Removal of some trees including protected trees and replanting.

The application was made by The Millhouse Partnership for the above development at The Millhouse, Whitechurch Road, Rathfarnham, Dublin 14. 

On 15th August 2006 the Planning Authority requested further information in respect of this application. 
There is a Development Plan objective to protect trees and woodland on the site and the application was referred to the Councils Parks Department. The request for additional information was based in part on recommendations contained in the Parks Departments report. The applicant is in particular required to do the following;
· Indicate how they propose to relocate the existing culvert in order enable the retention of existing trees at the roadside margin;

· Provide a clearway to enable the inspection of a mature copper beech tree by officials of the Parks Department or provide photographic evidence of the condition of the tree. The applicant has also been advised that if the tree is deemed to be worthy of protection that the proposed development may be unacceptable;

In relation to the matter of the protected boundary walls, the request for additional information was also based in part on issues raised in the report of the Councils Conservation Officer. The applicant is required to submit a Road Safety Audit for the access point to the proposed development in order to enable the Planning Authority to ensure the protection of the protected structure and the trees on the site.
The applicant or his agent must submit this information before six months have elapsed from the date of the request for further information, which, in this case, was made on August 15th 2006. Failure to respond to the items raised within this timeframe will result in the Council having to make a decision that the application is withdrawn after that date, in accordance with Article 33(4) of the Planning and Development Regulations, 2001.
