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Report on the Heavy Good Vehicle Weight Restriction Review 2026

1. Purpose of Report

The purpose of the report is to review and approve new HGV Weight Restrictions.
The responsibility for imposing weight restrictions on public roads lies with the
Local Authority. The process of the management of weight restrictions is an
executive function.

The proposed weight restrictions are intended to improve road safety, protect
residential communities and vulnerable road users, and provide a consistent
approach to the management of Heavy Goods Vehicles (HGVs) throughout South
Dublin County in accordance with the Council's adopted HGV Mobility Policy and
the Weight Restriction legislation contained in Article 17 of the Road Traffic
Regulations 1997 (SI 182 of 197).

2. Background

South Dublin County Council has adopted the policy document The Mobility and
Management of Heavy Goods Vehicles (HGVs) on South Dublin County Road
Network to provide a consistent framework for the assessment and implementation
of HGV weight restrictions throughout the County. The policy recognises the need
to balance the requirements of commercial transport and economic activity with
road safety, residential amenity and the protection of vulnerable road users.

The policy establishes an assessment framework for considering existing and
proposed HGV restrictions and identifies circumstances where restrictions may be
appropriate, including:

e Congestion avoidance and HGV rat-running through residential areas;

e Road safety concerns involving vulnerable road users;

e Protection of school environments;

e Management of unsuitable HGV movements on local roads; and

e Availability of suitable alternative routes.

3. Review Process Undertaken

The elected members were requested to review the existing Heavy Goods Vehicle
Weight Restrictions and to suggest amendments to the existing restrictions or
propose new HGV weight restrictions throughout the County.
The Traffic Section reviewed the feasibility of the proposed changes to the weight
restrictions, including the introduction of additional restrictions, taking into account
the following:

e The adopted HGV Mobility Policy;

e Road hierarchy and network function;

e Safety of pedestrians and cyclists;

e School locations and vulnerable road users;
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Residential amenity considerations;
Commercial and agricultural access requirements; and
e Availability of alternative HGV routes.

Following the initial review, a series of workshops were conducted with the elected
members during January and February 2026 to discuss all proposed amendments
and additional restriction proposals.

The workshops considered:
o Existing weight restrictions;
e Requests from Members;
e Traffic and Road Safety implications;
e Local access requirements;
e Strategic Road Network requirements; and
e Consistency with Council policy.

A draft HGV Weight Restriction Schedule was subsequently prepared for public
consultation.

4. Public Consultation

A public consultation on the draft Proposed HGV Restriction Routes 2026 was
carried out between 12 February 2026 and 11 March 2026.
The consultation invited submissions from:

e Members of the public;

e Residents' associations;

e Community organisations;

e Elected Representatives;

e Businesses; and

e Other interested Stakeholders.

A total of 37 no. public submissions were received during the consultation period.

5. Summary of Consultation Responses

The majority of the 37no. submissions supported the proposed restrictions and
recognised the need to manage HGV traffic on residential and school routes.
The principal themes raised in the submissions included:

5.1 Lucan Area
Numerous submissions supported the proposed restrictions on:
e Newcastle Road (R120);
e Lucan Village;
e Chapel Hill;
e Hillcrest Road;
¢ Meadowview Grove; and
e Adamstown Avenue.
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Many submissions requested a permanent 24-hour restriction on HGV movements
on Newcastle Road rather than the proposed school-time restriction. Concerns
cited included:

e Pedestrian safety;

e School children;

e Air quality;

e Traffic congestion;

e HGV rat-running between the N4 and N7; and

e Future development traffic associated with Adamstown and Clonburris.

5.2 Palmerstown Area

Submissions generally supported the proposed reduction of the Kennelsfort Road
restriction from 7.5 tonnes to 3.5 tonnes and the extension of restrictions to
surrounding residential roads.

5.3 Clondalkin Area

Several submissions requested a complete HGV ban on Ninth Lock Road and
associated routes rather than the proposed restrictions. The submissions
highlighted concerns relating to:

e Pedestrian safety;

e Cycling facilities;

e Congestion;

e Residential amenity; and

e Future growth associated with Clonburris SDZ.

5.4 Rathcoole, Newcastle and Brittas

Submissions were generally supportive of proposed restrictions on:
e Aylmer Road;
e Rathcoole Main Street;
e  Whitehouse Lane;
e Windmill Road; and
e McDonaghs Lane.

One submission expressed concern regarding impacts on agricultural activity and
farm access in the Newcastle area.

5.5 Enforcement

A recurring issue raised in submissions related to enforcement. A number of
respondents requested:

e Increased Garda enforcement;

e ANPR camera systems;

e Enhanced signage;

e Electronic monitoring; and
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e Increased penalties for breaches of restrictions.

6. Assessment of Submissions
All submissions received during the public consultation process were evaluated
against the following assessment criteria:

Key Assessment Criteria:
e The adopted HGV Mobility Policy;
e Existing road network hierarchy;
e Traffic management objectives;
e Road safety considerations;
e Commercial and agricultural access requirements;
e Impacts on local communities;
e Availability of alternative routes; and
e Consistency of restrictions across the County.

The proposed weight restrictions are in compliance with the objectives in SDCC’s
adopted HGV Mobility policy.

The majority of submissions support the principle of directing HGV traffic onto
higher-order roads such as the M50, N4, N7 and strategic distributor routes rather
than local roads.

Strong support exists for removing through-HGV traffic from roads which function
primarily as:

e Residential streets.

e Historic village streets (Lucan Village).

e Community corridors (Newcastle Road).

e Rural local roads (McDonagh's Lane).

The proposed weight restrictions support the traffic management objectives of
reducing congestion, improving network performance and preventing inappropriate
through movements.

Road safety is the dominant theme throughout the public consultation. Road safety
considerations provide the strongest justification for the proposed weight
restrictions and support extending restrictions where significant pedestrian or
cycling activity exists.

Protection of residential amenity and quality of life is a major theme. The proposed
restrictions are likely to provide significant benefits to residential amenity and
community wellbeing across the affected areas.

Alternative strategic routes generally exist, but implementation should include a
clear freight routing strategy and monitoring of displacement impacts. The Council
will erect advance warning signs on the approaches to the proposed weight
restriction roads. This will assist HGV drivers to stay on the designated alternative
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roads that are more suitable for HGV vehicles and to avoid the weight restricted
roads.

Several submissions sought more extensive restrictions than those advertised.
However, the implementation of additional weight restrictions would divert
significant additional traffic onto the alternative roads and significantly negatively
affect the strategic road network.

The current weight restriction proposals represent a balanced approach consistent
with the adopted HGV Mobility Policy and complying with the Key Assessment
Criteria.

Accordingly, having considered the public submissions received, no amendments
are proposed to the advertised HGV Weight Restriction Routes 2026.

7. Statutory Consultation

In accordance with the Road Traffic Acts and associated regulations, statutory
consultation was undertaken with An Garda Siochana. Approval was received on 22
April 2026 under Garda Reference DMRT_53-129883/26.

8. Financial Implications

Funding will be required for:
e Regulatory signage;
e Installation works;
e Updating of traffic management records; and
e Ongoing maintenance of restriction signage.

The costs associated with implementation are accommodated within the budget
and are included in the Planning and Transport Department work programme.

9. Conclusion

The Proposed HGV Weight Restriction Routes 2026 have been developed
following:

e Review by Elected Members;

e Technical assessment by the Traffic Section;

e  Workshops conducted during January and February 2026;

e Public consultation between 12 February and 11 March 2026;

e Consideration of 37 no. public submissions; and

e Statutory consultation with an Garda Siochana.

The proposed restrictions are consistent with the Council's adopted HGV Mobility
Policy and provide a balanced approach to managing HGV traffic throughout the
County while maintaining appropriate access for commercial activities.
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Following the public consultation process, no amendments are proposed to the
previously advertised weight restrictions.

The proposed schedule of restrictions is shown on Drawing No. SRT144/02 and
comprises the following routes:

Ref Restrictions & Road Descriptions
1 [7.5t] CHAPEL HILL ROAD LUCAN. [ENTIRE ROAD].
5 [7.5t] LUCAN ROAD(R835) - FROM JUNCTION WITH MAIN STREET(R120) TO JUNCTION

WITH GRANGE CASTLE ROAD(R136).

[7.5t] ADAMSTOWN ROAD(R120) - FROM JUNCTION WITH N4 TO JUNCTION WITH
TANDY'S LANE(L1030)/OLD ESKER LANE(L1011).

[3.5t] TANDY'S LANE - FROM JUNCTION OF SOMERTON WDS WITH TANDY'S LANE(L1030)

“A TO JUNCTION OF ADAMSTOWN PARK.
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Ref Restrictions & Road Descriptions

4B [7.5t] TANDY'S LANE & DODSBOROUGH RD - FROM THE JUNCTION WITH THE PADDOCKS
DR/DODSBOROUGH COTTAGES TO JUNCTION WITH OLD CORNMILL RD(L1018).

5 [12.5t] GRANGE-CASTLE RD - FROM JUNCTION WITH GRIFFEEN AVENUE / BALGADDY RD
TO JUNCTION WITH ADAMSTOWN AVENUE / THOMAS OMER WAY.

[3.5t] KENNELSFORT RD UPPER FROM THE JUNCTION OF CHAPELIZOD BYPASS(R148)

6 TO JUNCTION WITH WOODFARM DR, WHEATFIELD RD, PALMERSTOWN AVE, TURRET
RD, GLENMAROON RD, MANOR RD, GLENMAROON PARK, THE OVAL, WOODFARM AVE,
CULMORE RD.

7A [7.5t] BOOT ROAD / CONVENT ROAD / TOWER ROAD AND NINTH LOCK ROAD TO ITS
JUNCTION WITH NEW NANGOR ROAD.

7B [7.5t] NEW ROAD / CALDBECK WAY [ENTIRE ROAD].

7c [7.5t] KNOCKMEENAGH LANE FROM NEW ROAD TO ITS JUNCTION WITH ST. BRIDGET'S
COTTAGES.

7D [7.5t] MONASTERY ROAD / MAIN STREET, CLONDALKIN FROM WOODFORD HILL TO
CONVENT ROAD.

7E [7.5t] WOODFORD HILL / WOODFORD WALK. [ENTIRE ROAD].

TF [7.5t] WATERY LANE. [ENTIRE ROAD]

7G [7.5t] ORCHARD LANE. [ENTIRE ROAD]

H [7.5t] OLD NANGOR ROAD FROM FONTHILL ROAD SOUTH(R113) TO TOWER ROAD.

8 [7.5t] OLD NAAS ROAD FROM ITS JUNCTION WITH NEWLANDS MANOR DR TO ITS
JUNCTION WITH BOOT ROAD.

9 [7.5t] GREENISLE ROAD FROM KINGSWOOD INTERCHANGE TO ITS JUNCTION WITH
NEWLANDS MANOR DR.

10 [3.5t] SYLVIAN DRIVE ENTIRE ROAD / BALLYMOUNT ROAD - FROM ITS JUNCTION WITH
THE BELGARD ROAD(R113) TO SYLVIAN DRIVE JUNCTION WITH R838.

[3.5t] LIMEKILN / GREENHILLS FROM LIMEKILN ROAD AT ITS JUNCTION WITH LIMEKILN

11 AVENUE TO THE GREENHILLS ROAD VIA KIPPURE AVENUE, LUGNAQUILLA AVENUE AND
KEADEEN AVENUE.

12 [7.5t] BALLYMOUNT ROAD UPPER - FROM JUNCTION OF GREENHILLS ROAD(R819) TO
THE JUNCTION OF BALLYMOUNT AVENUE.

13 [3.5t] THE ENTIRE ROADS OF ROCKFIELD AVENUE, ROCKFIELD DRIVE AND SHELTON
GROVE.

14 [3.5t] MOUNTAIN PARK. [ENTIRE ROAD]

15 [3.5t] STREAM BRIDGE ON SARAH CURRAN AVENUE. [3.5t PROHIBITION AT WEAK
BRIDGE]

16 [3.5t] FERNCOURT AVENUE. [ENTIRE ROAD]

17 [7.5t] MOUNT SESKIN ROAD. [ENTIRE ROAD]

18 [7.5t] SLADE ROAD(L2005) BETWEEN BLESSINGTON ROAD AND COOLMINE ROAD.

19 [7.5t] ATHGOE ROAD(L6001). [ENTIRE ROAD].

50 [7.5t] WINDMILL ROAD - FROM JUNCTION WITH FARMERSVALE ROAD TO JUNCTION WITH
WHITEHOUSE LANE.

51 [7.5t] BALLINASCORNEY ROAD LOWER FROM JUNCTION OF AGHFARRELL ROAD TO THE
JUNCTION OF SHANKILL ROAD.

5oA [7.5t] OLD CELBRIDGE RD(R835) - FROM THE JUNCTION OF R403 TO THE JUNCTION
WITH DODSBOROUGH RD.

[3.5t] HILLCREST RD FROM JUNCTION WITH ADAMSTOWN RD (R120) TO JUNCTION WITH
23A DODSBOROUGH RD AND TANDY'S LANE (HILLCREST DR, HILLCREST GREEN, HILLCREST

WALK).

[3.5t] MEADOWVIEW GROVE FROM JUNCTION WITH DODSBOROUGH RD THROUGH
23B HILLCREST HEIGHTS TO JUNCTION WITH HILLCREST ROAD (MEADOWVIEW GROVE,

HILLCREST HEIGHTS).
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Ref Restrictions & Road Descriptions
[7.5t] ADAMSTOWN AVE FROM JUNCTION WITH CASTLEGATE WAY THROUGH

25A CASTLEGATE TERRACE TO STATION ROAD, STATION ROAD FROM THE JUNCTION OF
CASTLEGATE TERRACE TO JUNCTION WITH ADAMSTOWN AVE.

56 [7.5t] ADAMSTOWN ROAD(R120) THROUGH NEWCASTLE RD FROM THE JUNCTION OF
OLD ESKER LANE(L1011) TO THE JUNCTION OF CASTLEGATE WAY.

S8A [7.5t] ATHGOE RD THROUGH NEWCASTLE MAIN STREET FROM JUNCTION WITH
HAZELHATCH RD TO GREENOGUE ROUNDABOUT.

-8B [7.5t] AYLMER RD - FROM JUNCTION WITH NEWCASTLE MAIN STREET TO JUNCTION
WITH COLLEGE ROAD.

28C [7.5t] HAZELHATCH RD - FROM JUNCTION WITH NEWCASTLE MAIN ST. TO SDCC
BOUNDARY WITH KCC NEAR HAZELHATCH RAILWAY STATION.

28D [7.5t] ENTIRE LOUGHTOWN RD.
[7.5t] WHITEHOUSE LANE - FROM JUNCTION WITH NAAS ROAD OLD TO JUNCTION

59A WITH WINDMILL ROAD, WINDMILL ROAD FROM JUNCTION WITH WHITEHOUSE LANE TO
JUNCTION WITH JOHNSTOWN ROAD, JOHNSTOWN RD FROM JUNCTION WITH
WINDMILL ROAD THROUGH MAIN ST TO RATHCOOLE ROUNDABOUT.

>0B [7.5t] RATHCOOLE MAIN ST FROM THE JUNCTION WITH NAAS RD(N7) TO JUNCTION WITH
JOHNSTOWN RD.

20A [7.5t] NINTH LOCK RD - FROM THE JUNCTION WITH THOMAS OMER WAY AND FONTHILL
RD N(R113) TO JUNCTION WITH NANGOR RD(R134).

208 [7.5t] CLOVERHILL RD - FROM THE JUNCTION WITH NINTH LOCK RD TO JUNCTION WITH
CRAG AVENUE.

31 [7.5t] MCDONAGH'S LANE - FROM JUNCTION WITH N81 TO JUNCTION WITH SLADEMORE
RD.

10. Chief Executive Recommendation

The Chief Executive recommends noting the implementation of the Proposed HGV
Weight Restriction Routes 2026, as shown on Drawing No. SRT144/02, following
the consideration of the public submissions received and the completion of the
statutory consultation and formal agreement process with An Garda Siochana.

Report for Noting: September 2026 Council meeting.




