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The legislation underpinning weight restrictions:

Article 17 Road Traffic (Traffic and Parking) Regulations 1997 (S.I. 
No. 182 of 1997) and 

S.I. No. 332 of 2012 - Road Traffic (Traffic and Parking)
(Amendment) (No. 2) Regulations 2012.



What is a HGV?

A HGV is defined as Heavy Goods Vehicle or 
Large Goods Vehicle and is the European 
Union term for any truck with a gross 
combination mass (GCM) or gross vehicle 
weight (GVW) of over 3,500 kilograms. 

In simple terms, a Heavy Goods Vehicle 
(HGV) is a large truck or any vehicle used for 
transporting goods. Typically, over 3.5 
tonnes.



The Sign Boards
The Maximum Gross Weight (Traffic Management) 
Sign, RUS 015, indicates that vehicles whose gross 
weight exceeds that specified on the sign are 
prohibited. Gross weight means the ‘Design Gross 
Vehicle Weight’ as defined by the current Road 
Traffic (Construction and Use of Vehicles) 
Regulations. The restriction applies irrespective of 
whether the vehicle is carrying a load.                                                    

This sign is used where the weight restriction is for 
traffic management reasons: for example, to 
prohibit heavy vehicles from using residential 
roads.

Warning signs may be installed in advance 
of the restriction.



Reasons to assign a HGV Weight Restriction on a Public 
Road

Protects Road Infrastructure

Improves Road Safety

Reduces Congestion

Minimises Disturbance to Communities

Ensures Efficient Freight Movement

Supports our Environmental Goals



HGV Weight Restrictions are applied:

“The restriction will not affect HGVs requiring access for 
local business purposes or deliveries.”

Narrow or Local Roads

Bridges and Weak Structures

Residential Areas



Locations where HGV Restrictions should not apply:

On Motorways

On Strategic Road Network Routes

No Suitable Alternative HGV Routes

Industrial Zones / Logistic Areas



HGV Weight Restriction Review Process

The Elected Members were requested to review the existing Heavy Goods Vehicle
Weight Restrictions and to suggest amendments or additional weight restrictions.

The Traffic section considered the feasibility of the suggested amendment weight
restrictions and additional weight restrictions.

Workshops were conducted with the Elected Members to discuss all new weight
restriction proposals and a draft HGV weight restrictions list was completed.
(January and February 2026.)

A public consultation on the draft proposed weight restrictions was conducted
between 12 February 2026 and 11 March 2026.

There were 37no. public submissions received. A report on the HGV Weight
Restriction Review is attached to the Headed Item.



Public Consultation
There were 37no. public submissions received.

Main Issues Raised
- Many supportive of the HGV restrictions
- Pedestrian & School Safety concerns
- Congestion & rat running
- Residential amenity/ air quality concerns
- Enforcement

Submission Assessment Criteria
- Compliance with adopted SDCC HGV Mobility Policy
- Protection of road network hierarchy
- Traffic management objectives
- Road safety
- Commercial and agricultural access requirements
- Impact on local communities
- Availability of alternative routes; and
- Consistency of restrictions in the County



HGV Weight Restriction Review Process

• Statutory consultation with An Garda Síochána was conducted

• Proposed HGV Restrictions approved on 22 April 2026 (Garda Reference
Document: DMRT_53-129883/26.

• Inspector satisfied that the proposals are justified and 
proportionate and meet with the approval of An Garda Síochána.



Proposed Heavy Goods Vehicles 
Weight Restrictions 

Map showing recommended weight
restrictions to be applied.

Please note that the map is attached as a
separate file.



Proposed Heavy Goods Vehicles 
Weight Restrictions 

List of roads with detailed
description of the weight 
restrictions to be applied.

Please note that the list is attached as a 
separate file. 



Next Steps:

• The Executive to finalise decision on HGV Restriction Routes.

• New HGV signage to be installed in next 6 weeks.  The new weight restriction
signage will be covered until the commencement date.

• Existing unchanged HGV weight restriction signage are visible and active
throughout this process.

• The commencement date of the new Heavy Goods Vehicle Weight Restrictions
will be on the 2 November 2026.
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