Ms. Eimear O’Sullivan 
cmu@SDUBLINCOCO.ie
PLEASE QUOTE REF NUMBER ON ALL CORRESPONDENCE
Our Ref: DES-CU-03822-2026
6th July 2026 
Dear Ms. O’Sullivan ,
The Minister for Education and Youth, Ms. Hildegarde Naughton TD, has asked me to thank you for your correspondence and to respond to you on her behalf regarding the loss of a teacher in Gaelscoil Naomh Padraig in Lucan and St Lorcan's in Palmerstown.

The key factor for determining the level of staffing resources provided at individual school level is the staffing schedule for the relevant school year and pupil enrolments on the previous 30 September.  The staffing schedule operates in a clear and transparent manner and treats all similar types of schools equally.  The staffing arrangements for the 2026/27 school year are set out in Circular 0025/2026.  The enrolment of Gaelscoil Naomh Padraig and St. Lorcan’s fell below the required threshold to maintain current staffing. Circular 0025/2026 contains information and application forms on the staffing appeals process, where schools may appeal their staffing allocation to the Primary Staffing Appeals Board.  Neither school was successful in their staffing appeal.  The Appeals Board operates independently of the Department and its decision is final.

The Government has significantly invested in our schools and in our teacher workforce in recent years. Through such investment, the general average of pupils to teachers in the primary staffing schedule improved from 26:1 five years ago to 23:1 for the current school year; the lowest ever ratio at primary level. 

The latest figures in relation to pupil:teacher ratio shows an improved ratio of pupils to teachers from 15:1 to 12.8:1 at primary level when comparing the 2019/20 school year to the 2024/25 school year.  In the same period, the primary staffing schedule improved from 26:1 to 23:1 and average class sizes at primary have improved from 24:1 to 22.2:1.

The Programme for Government commits to make further progress in this area with an aim to reduce the general pupil teacher ratio at primary level to 19:1 over the term of government.  Further progress in this area will be considered as part of the annual budgetary process.

Yours sincerely,
[image: ]
______________
Eimear Kavanagh
Private Secretary
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