Ardmbhéara Bhaile Atha Cliath
Lord Mayor of Dublin

Lord Mayor Daryl Barron

All Local Authorities
8" July 2026
Dear Sir/Madam

At the monthly meeting of Dublin City Council held yesterday, the members of the City
Council passed the following Emergency Motion in the names of Councillors Cieran Perry,
Nial Ring, Mannix Flynn, Pat Dunne, John Lyons, Vincent Jackson, Kevin Breen, Conor Reddy,
Noelle Browne, Feljin Jose, Ray Cunningham, Micheal Mac Donncha, Paddy Monahan,
Lesley Byrne, Karl Stanley, Anthony Connaghan and Jesslyn Henry.

That this Council becomes the first local government authority to formally condemn the
scheduling of the upcoming UEFA Nations League fixtures between the Republic of
Ireland and Israel, due to take place in September and October 2026.

The members note and support the massive public outcry and recent fan protests at the
Aviva Stadium, which reflect the deep-seated anger of the Irish public regarding these
fixtures.

We strongly support the sentiments of international captain Seamus Coleman, who rightly
highlighted that this moral dilemma should never have been landed “on the toes of the
players”, and that the footballing authorities need to show leadership. The burden of
international diplomacy and human rights advocacy must not be forced onto individual
athletes, and no Irish player should be put under pressure or left exposed to
careerthreatening sanctions by taking a standalone personal position.

Therefore, this Council calls directly on the Football Association of Ireland (FAI) to take full
institutional responsibility, show true moral leadership, and withdraw the Republic of
Ireland team from these matches.

The Council notes with profound disappointment that the FAI board has instead tabled its
own motion for next Wednesday's Extraordinary General Meeting (EGM), explicitly asking
members to endorse fulfilling these fixtures under the guise of protecting Irish football.
While the FAI highlights potential UEFA sanctions and estimates a disputable financial
impact of €5.5 million to €10.3 million, claiming a boycott would cause lasting harm, this
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Council firmly asserts that while the FAl may fear financial cost by standing up for human
rights, that is absolutely no excuse for being morally bankrupt as they are now.

While the FAl abdicates its moral duty by hiding behind its UEFA 'obligations' and claiming
they have “no choice” but to play, they completely ignore the people of Palestine who truly
have “no choice” as a genocide continues to be carried out against them. Moving the
fixtures to neutral venues behind closed doors, such as shifting the October 4th match to
Serbia, fails entirely to address the ethical issue at hand.

The members also note that despite the FAI ruling a previous member-led boycott motion
inadmissible, the upcoming EGM remains a critical battleground for the conscience of Irish
sport. The FAl must be prepared to accept whatever regulatory or financial consequences
UEFA may impose, rather than forcing our players and hoping our fans participate in
fixtures that run entirely counter to the ethics, heart, and conscience of the Irish people.

If passed, the Council agrees that the motion will be forwarded immediately to the Chief
Executive of the FAI, the Minister for Culture, Communications and Sport as well as to
every other local authority in the country.

The details above were sent to both Mr David Courell, CEO of FAl and Minister Patrick
O’Donovan.

Regards

(%%

ryl Barron
Lord Mayor of Dublin
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