COMHAIRLE CONTAE ÁTHA CLIATH THEAS
SOUTH DUBLIN COUNTY COUNCIL
Minutes of South Dublin County Council January 2026 Rathfarnham / Templeogue / Firhouse / Bohernabreena Area Committee Meeting held on Tuesday 13th January 2026 through Microsoft 365 Teams and in person in the Council Chambers. 
Councillors Present
Sarah Barnes
Yvonne Collins
Paddy Cosgrave
Alan Edge
Roisin Mannion
Lynn McCrave
David McManus
Emma Murphy
Justin Sinnott

OFFICIALS PRESENT
[bookmark: _Hlk191554722]Senior Executive Officer	Mary Maguire
Senior Engineers	Gary Walsh, Damien McNulty
A/Senior Engineer	Lorcan Brennan
Senior Executive Engineers	Caitriona Lambert, Andrew O’Mullane
Administrative Officer	Sue Sinclair
Executive Engineer 	Ronan Carroll
Senior Executive Parks & 
Landscape Officer	Brendan Redmond
Senior Executive Librarian	Laura Joyce
Assistant Staff Officer	Vikki Cryan
Clerical Officers	Dylan Hayes, Rebecca Brennan

The Cathaoirleach, Councillor Alan Edge presided.
RTFB/1/H1/0126 Item ID:89566 - Minutes
Minutes of South Dublin County Council Minutes of Rathfarnham / Templeogue / Firhouse / Bohernabreena Area Committee dealing with Corporate, Performance & Change Management, Public Realm, Environment, Water & Drainage, Housing, Community, Transportation, Planning, Economic Development, and Libraries & Arts held on 9th December 2025 which have been circulated, were submitted, and APPROVED as true record and signed.
It was proposed by Councillor A Edge and seconded by Councillor Y Collins and RESOLVED “That the recommendations contained in the minutes of 9th December 2025 be ADOPTED and APPROVED.”
H1 Minutes of December 2025 RTFB ACM
RTFB/2/0126 – Questions
It was proposed by Councillor A Edge, seconded by Councillor E Murphy, and RESOLVED “That pursuant to Standing Order No. 13 that Questions 1 – 2 be ADOPTED and APPROVED.”

Transportation
RTFB/3/Q1/0126 Item ID:89707 – Dodder Park Road 
Proposed by Councillor L. McCrave
That this Area Committee asks to include Dodder Park Road in the Road Works Scheme for 2026 and could the Manager respond.
REPLY:
The draft 2026 RWP is being presented at this ACM
RTFB/4/H2/0126 Item ID:89591 – Public Roads to be Taken in Charge
Proposed Declaration of Roads to be Public Roads (No Business)
RTFB/5/H3/0126 Item ID:89645 - 2026 Road Works Programme
The following report was presented by Gary Walsh Senior Engineer

H3 2026 Roadworks Programme
Following contributions from Councillors D McManus, E Murphy, S Barnes, Y Collins, J Sinott, L McCrave, P Cosgrave and A Edge, Gary Walsh Senior Engineer Responded to queries raised and the report was NOTED.







RTFB/6/H4/0126 Item ID:89684 - Public Lighting Update
The following report was presented by Caitriona Lambert Senior Executive Engineer

H4 Public Lighting Status for RTFB ACM
In accordance with SO 22, and with the approval of the Chair and Members of the committee Motions 1 and 2 were considered in conjunction with this Headed Item 2.
Following contributions from Councillors P Cosgrave, D McManus, E Murphy, Y Collins, L McCrave and A Edge, Caitriona Lambert Senior Executive Engineer Responded to queries raised and the Managers report as circulated was Noted.
RTFB/7/H5/0126 Item ID:89589 – New Works 
New Works (No Business)
RTFB/8/C1/0126 Item ID:89576 – Correspondence 
Correspondence (No Business)
RTFB/9/M1/0126 Item ID:89519 – Moyville Public Lighting 
Proposed by Councillor P. Cosgrave, Seconded by Councillor A. Edge
That the Manager upgrades and gives a report on the Public Lighting for Moyville Estate, Ballyboden. Will the entire estate get a lighting upgrade? Work seems to have started with some new public light poles erected. On the hill entrance into the estate the lighting is very dark and needs upgrading. The old lights are of the yellow bulb type and do not provide good light.
In accordance with SO 22, and with the approval of the Chair and Members of the committee this Motion was considered in conjunction with Headed Item NO 4 and Motion No 2.
The following report from the Chief Executive was read: 
There are currently two issues at this location.
1. There is a major cable fault at the entrance to Moyville and repair of same is a priority.  However, this will require extensive civil works and as a result will not be fixed in the immediate short term.
In the meantime, we have asked our contractor to arrange for a temporary supply to the affected columns. This will be done as soon as possible in early January 2026. We are also requesting Public Realm to carry out a heavy prune on the existing mature trees at this location as the overgrowth of these trees is further diminishing the overall light levels here. 
2. Regarding the upgrade of the entire estate, Moyville has in excess of fifty PL columns. Having assessed the estate earlier in 2025, it was clear that the PL poles were in such poor condition that most of them would need replacing. In order to satisfy ESBN requirements, the new poles are a special order with two doors rather than one.  As a result, there was a longer than normal lead time on commencing the upgrade. 
The upgrade is a large undertaking and as such, needs to be carried out in a phased manner to minimise on local disruption due to Traffic Management/site works. 
We have now installed thirteen new poles for the first phase and have made an arrangement with ESBN to attend site in early January 2026 to liaise with us to complete the LED upgrade for these.
The next phase will then commence with the replacement of a further 12/13 poles and a request for ESBN to attend site again to attend to this tranche.
The phased works will continue in this manner until the entire estate is upgraded and we foresee the entire estate being upgraded before Easter 2026, subject to ESBN site resource availability. 
Following contributions from Councillors P Cosgrave, D McManus, E Murphy, Y Collins, L McCrave and A Edge, Caitriona Lambert Senior Executive Engineer Responded to queries raised and the Manager’s Report was Noted.
RTFB/10/M2/0126 Item ID:89554 – Public Lighting 
Proposed by Councillor D. McManus, Seconded by Councillor A. Edge
That this area committee asks the Chief Executive for a presentation on the latest efforts to repair public lighting across RTFB and planned upgrades in 2026?
In accordance with SO 22, and with the approval of the Chair and Members of the committee this Motion was considered in conjunction with Headed Item NO 4 and Motion No 1.
The following report from the Chief Executive was read: 
 A Public Lighting Update Headed Item will be presented at this meeting. 
Following contributions from Councillors P Cosgrave, D McManus, E Murphy, Y Collins, L McCrave and A Edge, Caitriona Lambert Senior Executive Engineer Responded to queries raised and the Managers Reports were Noted.
RTFB/11/M3/0126 Item ID:89556 – Glendoher Salt Bin Request 
Proposed by Councillor J. Sinnott, Seconded by Councillor A. Edge 
This Committee requests that the Council provide a Salt Bin in Glendoher Estate Rathfarnham.
The following report from the Chief Executive was read: 
There are two existing salt bins provided within 500m of the Glendoher estate. It would not be proposed to provide additional salt bins in this area.
The Managers Report was Noted.
RTFB/12/M4/0126 Item ID:89649 – Age Friendly Parking & Seating 
Proposed by Councillor L. McCrave, Seconded by Councillor A. Edge
That this Area Committee seeks the rollout of previously approved Age Friendly seating and Age Friendly parking as per my Motion to the Area Committee in September 2021. Could the Manager provide the plan and proposed installation timelines.
The following report from the Chief Executive was read: 
The report from the September ACM is available here documentsview
Newly created seating area at Rathfarnham Village will be amended to ensure it is fully accessible. 
In general, the provision of age friendly parking will require a reduction in the overall number of parking spaces, and in relation to Rathfarnham Village, it would be preferable to defer the installation of further parking alterations until a full village scheme is being delivered when works can be done in the context of a wider Village Enhancement Scheme  
Following contributions from Councillors L McCrave, Y Collins and D McManus, Gary Walsh Senior Engineer Responded to queries raised and the Managers Report was Noted. 
Planning
RTFB/13/H6/0126 Item ID:89587 – New Works 
New Works (No Business)
RTFB/14/C2/0126 Item ID:89574 – Correspondence
Correspondence (No Business)
Economic Development
RTFB/15/H7/0126 Item ID:89582 – New Works 
New Works (No Business)
RTFB/16/C3/0126 Item ID:89570 – Correspondence 
Correspondence (No Business)
Libraries & Arts
RTFB/17/H8/0126 Item ID:89579 - Library News & Events
The following report was presented by Laura Joyce Senior Executive Librarian

H8 (i) RTFB Library report Jan 26
H8 (ii) Rathfarnham stats Libraries, ACM 13th Jan
Following contributions from Councillors E Murphy and A Edge, Laura Joyce Senior Executive Librarian Responded to queries raised and the Report was Noted.

RTFB/18/H9/0126 Item ID:89585 – New Works 
New Works (No Business)
RTFB/19/C4/0126 Item ID:89572 – Correspondence 
Correspondence (No Business)
Corporate Support
RTFB/20/H10/0126 Item ID:89581 – New Works 
New Works (No Business)
RTFB/21/C5/0126 Item ID:89569 – Correspondence 
Item 88243 - Uisce Éireann Response Oct 25
C5 Item 88243 Uisce Eireann Response Oct 25
This Report was Noted.
Performance & Change Management
RTFB/22/H11/0126 Item ID:89586 – New Works 
New Works (No Business)
RTFB/23/C6/0126 Item ID:89573 – Correspondence 
Correspondence (No Business)
Water & Drainage
RTFB/24/H12/0126 Item ID:89590 – New Works: Draft Natural Water Minor Works Programme 2026
The following report was presented by Lorcan Brennan A/Senior Engineer
H12 Draft Natural Water Minor Works Programme 2026
Following contributions from Councillors P Cosgrave, E Murphy, L McCrave, R Mannion and A Edge, Lorcan Brennan A/Senior Engineer Responded to queries raised and the Managers Report was Noted.
RTFB/25/C7/0126 Item ID:89577 – Correspondence 
Correspondence (No Business)
Public Realm
RTFB/26/Q2/0126 Item ID:89557 – Tree Fungus 
Proposed by Councillor J. Sinnott
To ask the Chief Executive to advise if works need to take place if fungus forms at the base of trees or tree stumps - such as black fungus or creamy white mushroom type of fungus. Are these types of fungus safe for residents and animals?
REPLY:
The presence of fungal growth at the base of trees or on tree stumps is not uncommon and can occur for a variety of reasons. Fungal growth observed on tree stumps is generally associated with the natural decomposition process of the remaining timber and, in most cases, does not present a structural risk or harm. However, where identified, the location is reviewed and stump removal may be expedited as a precautionary measure where appropriate. As a general precaution, members of the public are advised not to handle or consume any wild fungi in line with National guidance.
 
All reported instances made to SDCC of fungal growth on trees in public are inspected, and any necessary works are carried out in accordance with arboricultural best practice and public safety requirements.

RTFB/27/H13/0126 Item ID:89517 – Draft Public Realm Improvement Works Programme 2026
The following Report was presented by Brendan Redmond Senior Executive Parks and Landscape Officer 

Draft Public Realm Improvement Works Programme 2026
The following is the list of improvement works proposed for the Rathfarnham/Templeogue/Firhouse/Bohernabreena area for 2026.  These proposals have been compiled from issues raised as agenda items at area committee meetings throughout the course of 2025, undertakings given in response to members representations throughout the year as well as works that have been identified by staff.    It should be noted that the list below does not include those works which have already been included in the Council's three-year rolling capital works programme, it includes only those works of a small scale which are to be funded from the revenue budget.  This list of schemes, along with lists of schemes for the other electoral areas, will be presented to the meeting of the County Council in February for noting by the elected members. 
	Number
	Location
	Description of proposed works

	1
	Tymon Park
	Install a pedestrian entrance at the Limekiln carpark entrance into Tymon Park

	2
	Greentrees park
	Upgrade entrance to Greentrees Park 5 acres

	3
	Boden Park
	Upgrade entrance to Boden Park with universal accessible entrance and remove kissing gate

	4
	Tymon Park
	Upgrade Dog Run in Tymon Park with dog park equipment and landscaping features

	5
	Ballyboden Roundabout
	Upgrade Ballyboden Roundabout with pollinator friendly planting

	6
	Orwell Park
	Pollinator friendly bulb planting in Orwell Park open space

	7
	Rathfarnham Castle Park
	Install age-friendly exercise gym equipment in Rathfarnham Castle Park

	8
	Dodder Valley Park
	Install a natural-style dog-run in Dodder Valley Park, adjacent to the Speaker Conolly Pub, with long-grass habitat, maintenance strips and a pedestrian footpath to allow dog exercise while supporting biodiversity and pollinators

	9
	Greentrees park
	Install age friendly benches in the 5 acres

	10
	Tymon Park
	Install age friendly picnic benches & park benches in Tymon Park

	11
	Carrigwood Firhouse
	Install pollinator friendly bulbs in Carrigwood Park

	12
	Grangebrook Park
	Install universal accessible footpath in Grangebrook Park

	13
	Knocklyon Park
	Upgrade footpaths with associated drainage works

	14
	Tymon Park 
	Upgrading of footpaths in various areas

	16
	Glendown Park
	Upgrade footpaths with associated drainage works

	17
	Roundabout along Ballycullen Rd, Woodstown Ave and Daletree Dr
	Upgrade roundabout along Ballycullen Rd, Woodstown Ave and Daletree Dr with pollinator and biodversity friendly planting

	18
	Dodder Valley Park
	Upgrading of footpaths in various locations

	19
	Ely Arch
	Paving under the Arch to match existing paving

	
	
	



Following contributions from Councillors E Murphy, S Barnes, Y Collins, R Mannion, L McCrave and A Edge, Brendan Redmond Senior Executive Parks and Landscape Officer Responded to queries raised and the Managers Report was Noted.

RTFB/28/H14/0126 Item ID:89588 – New Works 
New Works (No Business)
RTFB/29/C8/0126 Item ID:89575 – Correspondence 
Correspondence (No Business)
RTFB/30/M5/0126 Item ID:89036 – Halloween Bonfires & Anti Social Behaviour
Proposed by Councillor E. Murphy, Seconded by Councillor A. Edge
That this area committee invests in preventative measures and restorative measures in the green areas and recreational areas that have been destroyed as a result of Halloween bonfires and anti-social behaviour.
The following Report from the Chief Executive was Read: 
In 2025, SDCC Public Realm Operations have identified a total of 192 Halloween Bonfires sites across the county, of which, 14 sites are located in the Rathfarnham/Templeogue/ Firehouse/Bohernabreena Local Electoral Area.  The bonfires have resulted in extensive damage to grass areas and public facilities. The waste has been removed from the sites and repairs are ongoing, with full repair works at some locations delayed due to seasonal/ground conditions.
The Council adopts a cross-departmental approach to Halloween using the resources that are required, working with Public Realm, Waste Enforcement, Environmental Awareness, Library Services, Housing and Community Services to prevent damage and promote the “Safe Halloween” message. Liaison with An Garda Síochána also forms part of this approach, ensuring that actions taken by both the Council and Gardaí are coordinated and effective. 
SDCC continues to engage with local communities by providing information and opportunities for alternate and a safe way to celebrate Halloween. Initiatives include.
1. Bulbs not bonfires initiative where resident groups are provided with flowering bulbs to plant in their estate to promote pride in their green areas.
1. Social media posts advising risk of bonfires to environment and personal safety.
1. SDCC operates Mattress and WEEE amnesty in August and September to provide disposal of waste which frequently is found illegally dumped or burnt on bonfires.
1. In 2025 SDCC’s Samhain and Halloween events held across the County provided creative and fun events for families, including costumes swaps, creepy crafts, silent discos, spooky science, and Storytime sessions across SDCC Libraries. SDCC will continue to work into 2026 to develop fun, creative, and family friendly Halloween events for the whole community.
Unfortunately, there is still a likely requirement for dealing with the collection/stockpiling of Halloween Material. In order to prevent the availability of bonfire material,
1. SDCC provides contact details for the public to report locations of suspected bonfire material. In the weeks prior to Halloween, SDCC crews, in conjunction with local Gardaí, arrange for the collection of the stockpiled material and ensure its correct disposal.
1. SDCC write to business owners reminding them of their obligations under the Waste Management Act for the correct safe storage and disposal of waste. As required, Waste Enforcement carry out further inspections to ensure compliance with the act.
As always, SDCC Public Realm Operations are available to work with the elected members to identify additional or alternate methods to help reduce the occurrence of bonfires and the resulting damage.
Following contributions from Councillor E Murphy, Brendan Redmond Senior Executive Parks and Landscape Officer Responded to queries raised and the Motion was Agreed.
RTFB/31/M6/0126 Item ID:89558 – Glendoher Estate Entrance
Proposed by Councillor J. Sinnott, Seconded by Councillor A. Edge
This Committee requests that South Dublin County Council engages with the newly formed Glendoher Residents Association in Rathfarnham with a view to arranging works to Glendoher Estate Entrance Stone so that the estate name can be engraved.
The following report from the Chief Executive was read: 
SDCC Public Realm Operations is happy to engage with the Glendoher Residents Association. Once contact details are provided a member of staff will make contact to discuss any issues. 
This Motion was Agreed. 
RTFB/32/M7/0126 Item ID:89166 – Prospect Manor to Edmondstown Rd Bridge
Proposed by Councillor E. Murphy, Seconded by Councillor A. Edge 
To ask the Chief Executive to provide details of planned action on the future maintenance of the general area near the pedestrian bridge connecting Prospect Manor to Edmondstown Road.
The following Report from the Chief Executive was Read: 
The District Supervisor has surveyed the area and has identified a program of works required including the cutting of hedges and overgrown grass areas. Once the initial works is complete, the area will be included as part of the current planned maintenance programme.
Following contributions from Councillor E Murphy, Brendan Redmond Senior Executive Parks and Landscape Officer Responded to queries raised and the Motion was Agreed.
Environment
RTFB/33/H15/0126 Item ID:89583 -New Works: Construction Commencement for Firhouse Active Travel Improvement Scheme
The following report was presented by Andrew O’Mullane Senior Executive Engineer
H17 Firhouse Road Active Travel Improvement Scheme - Works Commencement
Following contributions from Councillors P Cosgrave, E Murphy, R Mannion, Y Collins and A Edge, Andrew O’Mullane Senior Executive Engineer Responded to queries raised and the Managers Report was Noted.
RTFB/34/C9/0126 Item ID:89567 – Correspondence 
Correspondence (No Business)
RTFB/35/M8/0126 Item ID:89651 – Traffic Calming on Lower Dodder Road 
Proposed by Councillor L. McCrave, Seconded by Councillor A. Edge
That this Area Committee looks at with urgency in the interest of Health and Safety the issues on Lower Dodder Road (LDR): The narrow section of LDR between houses 40-50 has become increasingly hazardous. During morning and afternoon peak periods, vehicles travelling against the prevailing flow are regularly mounting the footpath with two wheels to pass oncoming traffic. Several near-miss incidents involving children and residents have been reported. Contributing factors include: • Small and unclear Yield signage at the pinch point • Increased use of LDR by non-resident drivers and school-related traffic Could the Manager provide a timeline for works at this point please.
The following report from the Chief Executive was read: 
 Following extended public consultation and follow on meetings with residents the current design at this location on Dodder Road Lower (LDR) was proposed as a mechanism of allowing through access in both directions of LDR. Two alternative designs were proposed by SDCC; 1.) to make DRL one-way 2.) maintain two-way traffic at each end of DRL but close off the midpoint with bollards or street furniture effectively making it a cul de sac to traffic at the midpoint, thus eliminating through vehicular traffic. Residents were not in favour of either proposal with a strong preference of access to dwellings from both ends of DRL. During these meetings it was clearly stated to residents that this is a public road and as such deeming it "residents only" was not possible.
Signage placed at this location is compliant with national standards namely the Traffic Signs Manual. Mounting of the footpath by vehicles is a matter of enforcement by the Gardai but SDCC can consider bollards to the footpath if requested to do so.   
Following contributions from Councillor L McCrave, Ronan Carroll Executive Engineer Responded to queries raised and the Managers Report was Noted.
Housing
RTFB/36/H16/0126 Item ID:89584 – New Works 
New Works (No Business)
RTFB/37/C10/0126 Item ID:89571 – Correspondence 
Correspondence (No Business)
Community
RTFB/38/H17/0126 Item ID:89578 – Deputations for Noting
Deputations for Noting - Cypress Grove
 H17 Deputation Meeting Report Cypress Downs.docx
This Report was Noted.
RTFB/39/H18/0126 Item ID:89580- New Works 
New Works (No Business)
RTFB/40/C11/0126 Item ID:89568 – Correspondence 
Correspondence (No Business)


Meeting concluded at 5:07pm

Siniú ______________________________	Dáta ________________
	An Cathaoirleach

