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MEETING OF SOUTH DUBLIN COUNTY COUNCIL

Monday, 11TH September 2006
QUESTION 20   


Question : Cllr Therese Ridge
That an update be brought to this meeting outlining proposals for combined Gardai/Council Community fora.

Reply:
Section 36 of An Garda Siochana Act 2005 states inter alia as follows;

“   (1) 
A local authority and the Garda Commissioner shall arrange for the establishment of a joint policing committee in accordance with guidelines issued under section 35.

(2) The joint policing committee’s function is to serve as a forum for consultations, discussions and recommendations on  matters affecting the policing of the local authority’s administrative area, and in particular – 

(A)     keep under review – 

(i) the levels and patterns of crime, disorder and anti-social behaviour in that area (including the patterns and levels of misuse of alcohol and drugs).

And

(ii)
The factors underlying and contributing to the levels of crime, disorder and anti – social behaviour in the area, 
(B)
Advise the local authority concerned and the Garda Siochana on how they might best perform their functions having regard to the need to do everything feasible to improve the safety and quality of life and to prevent crime, disorder and anti-social behaviour within the area. 
(C)
Arrange and host Public Meetings concerning matters affecting the policing of the local authority’s administrative area.

(D) Establish, in consultation with the local Garda Superintendent, as the committee considers necessary within specific neighbourhoods of the area, local policing fora to discuss and make recommendations to the Committee concerning matters that it is to keep under review under paragraph (a) or on which it is to advise under paragraph (b), in so far as those matters affect their neighbourhoods, and

(E) Co-ordinate the activities of local policing fora established under paragraph (D) or otherwise. 

At the publication of the JOINT POLICING COMMITTEE GUIDELINES in July of this year, the Minister for Justice Equality & Law Reform following consultation with the Minister of Environment Heritage & Local Government and the Minister of Community  Rural & Gaeltacht Affairs announced the setting up of a number of PILOT JOINT POLICING COMMITTIES. A total of 22 committees in a mix of urban and rural areas have been established and South Dublin County Council’s administrative area is not included in this pilot stage.
The Minister stated that having gathered experience from the operation of Pilot Committees, a speedy and focused evaluation would follow and any necessary changes would then be made.  The Minister further stated that the pilot period would be limited and he had in mind a period of about one year to mid 2007. JOINT POLICING COMMITTEES will then be established in all Local Authority Areas throughout the Country.
Members will be kept updated on developments.

County Development Board
The County Strategy for South Dublin entitled ‘A Place for People’ was adopted by South Dublin County Development Board in 2002. The strategy is an integrated vision for the Economic, Social and Cultural Development of the County for the period 2002-2012. The County Development Board is comprised of representatives from all Local and State Agencies including An Garda Siochana, Local Development Agencies and the Social Partners. South Dublin County Council is the lead agency of the County Development Board. 

An Garda Siochana have been active members of the South Dublin County Development Board since its establishment. 

Under its recently launched three year Implementation Plan 2006 - 2008 the following priority actions have been identified. 

Priority Action 28. – Examine estate management from a County level with a view to making recommendations to South Dublin County Development Board. 

Priority Action 32, - Develop an integrated response to anti-social behaviour to increase awareness and understanding of the issues involved by all stake holders (organisations and communities) and develop and implement appropriate initiatives.

Priority Action 33, - Develop an integrated approach to combating racist attacks against members of minority and ethnic communities in South Dublin County.
Priority Action 34, - Strengthen and enhance the role of Community Crime prevention initiatives. 

Priority Action 35, - Develop an integrated response to the needs of adults and children experiencing domestic violence across South Dublin County, incorporating the core activities of policy provision, protection, prosecution and prevention. The response will reflect victim safety, child protection and offender accountability issues. 

Appropriate Inter- Agency Working Groups to progress implementation of the above Priority Actions are in the process of being established.

