COMHAIRLE CONTAE ÁTHA CLIATH THEAS
SOUTH DUBLIN COUNTY COUNCIL
Minutes of South Dublin County Council November 2025 Annual Budget Meeting held on Thursday 13 November 2025.

PRESENT
	Adelaide, D.
	Kearns, P.

	Barnes, S.
	Lawlor, B.

	Brady, C.
	Mannion, R.

	Carey, W.
	McCrave, L.

	                                       Casserly, V.
	McMahon, R.

	Collins, Y.
	McManus, D.

	Cosgrave, P.
	Murphy, E.

	 de Courcy, L.
	Ó Broin, E.

	Donnelly, D.
	O’Hara, S.

	Duff, M.
	O’Toole, L.

	Dunne, L.
	Pereppadan, Baby

	Edge, A.
	Pereppadan, Britto

	Farrell, H.
	Richardson, D.

	Fennell, N.
	Sinnott, J.

	Gilligan, T. 
	Smyth, A.

	Hayes, A.
	Spear, J.

	Holohan, P.
	Timmons, F.

	Johansson, M.
	Tuffy, J. 

	Keane, K.
	Whelan, N.



OFFICIALS PRESENT

	Chief Executive
	C. Ward.

	Directors
	J. Frehill, E. Burke, T. Walsh, E. Leech, L. Maxwell, R. FitzGerald, T. Kavanagh

	County Architect
	C. Harte

	Senior Executive Officer
A/County Librarian
Financial Management Accountant
	B. Shannon, F. Hendley, A. Mills
S. Colman
A. O’Melia

	Executive Accountant
Communications Manager
	J. Hayden, V. McNamara
D. Healy

	Administrative Officer
	M. Reilly, S. Sinclair

	Senior Staff Officer
Staff Officer
	K. McLoughlin
P. Mens

	Assistant Staff Officer
	A. Holohan



The Mayor, Councillor P. Kearns, presided

Apologies were received from Councillor G. Moore.


WEBCASTING NOTICE

This meeting may be filmed for live or subsequent broadcast via the Councils website. At the start of the meeting the Chair will confirm if all or part of the meeting is being filmed.

You should be aware that the Council is subject to the Freedom of Information Act 2014, the Data Protection Act 1988, General Data Protection Regulations (EU) 2016/679 and the Defamation Act 2009. Data collected during this webcast will be retained in accordance with the legislation.

Therefore, by entering the Council Chamber and using the seats around the meeting tables, public gallery etc. you are consenting to being filmed and to the possible use of those images and sound recordings for webcasting.

The Mayor, Councillor Pamela Kearns, welcomed everyone and informed the Members of the etiquette for Hybrid Meetings:

Members attending remotely must check that they can access the “Chat Function” before commencing the meeting.

Members can indicate they wish to speak on an item through the chat function – using “Speak please.”

Members must be able to be seen, specifically for roll call, when speaking and voting.
Mics to be on mute until invited to speak through the Chair.

Members attending in person can indicate they wish to speak by signalling to the Chair.


H1/1125 	CONSIDERATION OF THE ANNUAL BUDGET FOR THE FINANCIAL YEAR ENDING 2026
(A) Draft Budget 2026
(B) Circular
(C) Chief Executive's Introduction
(D) Budget Presentation by Directorate
(E) Rate Abatement Scheme
(F) Consideration of Divisions

Mr C. Ward, Chief Executive, provided an overview of the proposed budget outlining the key priorities and provisions made in the context of the Council’s financial position.  He thanked the Mayor, the Corporate Policy Group and the Members and staff for their engagement preparing the budget which is recommended for adoption


(D) Budget Presentation by Directorate

Mr. Ronan FitzGerald, Director of Finance, presented the Financial Analysis 2025. 

Councillor R. McMahon raised queries in relation to Residential Land Tax, Vacancy Refund, and Local Property Tax.

Mr. C. Ward, Chief Executive, responded to the member’s queries.


Ms E. Leech, Director of Housing, presented Division A

A discussion followed with contributions from Councillors J. Tuffy, L. Dunne, M. Johansson and W. Carey, queries were raised regarding Housing Capital and Affordable programme, Housing grants and rents.

Mr. C. Ward, Chief Executive, and Ms E. Leech, Director of Housing, responded to the members queries.


Mr. E. Burke, Director of Planning and Transportation, presented Divisions B and D.

A discussion followed with contributions from Councillors F. Timmons, L. O’Toole, V. Casserly, R. McMahon, N. Whelan, Y. Collins, and P. Holahan. Queries were raised in relation to Clondalkin Village Enhancement scheme, protected structures, road resurfacing, accessibility works, on/off street parking, LED programme and electricity costs.

Mr. E. Burke, Director of Planning and Transportation, responded to the member’s queries.


Ms. T. Walsh, Director of Climate Action, presented Divisions B, C, D, E, F, G & H.

A discussion followed with contributions from Councillors F. Timmons, R. McMahon, L. De Courcy, J. Tuffy, Y. Collins, P. Holohan, E. Murphy, T. Gilligan and L. O’Toole. Queries were raised in relation to solar bins, tree management, the Council fleet, solar panel recycling, Padel courts and Tidy Towns.

Ms. T. Walsh, Director of Climate Action, responded to the members queries.


Mr. J. Frehill, Director of Economic Development, presented Divisions D and F.

A discussion followed with contributions from Councillors Y. Collins, E. Murphy, L. Dunne, R. McMahon, F. Timmons and P. Kearns. Queries were raised in relation to Rathfarnham Castle, Tallaght Stadium, Lucan House, Brú Chrónáin, vacant premises near Cultural Quarter and evening time economy.

Mr J. Frehill, Director of Economic Development, responded to the members queries.


Ms. L. Maxwell, Director of Community, presented Divisions D, F, G & H. 

A discussion followed with contributions from Councillors V. Casserly, D. McManus, L. Dunne, N. Fennell, R, McMahon, F. Timmons, W. Carey, E. Murphy, M. Duff, N. Whelan, L. De Courcy, J. Tuffy, L. McCrave. Queries were raised in relation to Disability Advisory Board, overseas travel, youth facilities, Local Priorities Fund, community centres, branding, school meals programme and Clondalkin swimming pool.

Ms. L. Maxwell, Director of Community, responded to the members queries.


Mr. T. Kavanagh, Director of Digital Services presented the Digital Transformation report.

A discussion followed with contributions from Councillors L. Dunne, Y. Collins, L. O’Toole, P. Holohan, N. Fennell, W. Carey, J. Tuffy, F. Timmons, R. McMahon and S. O’Hara. Queries were raised regarding digitisation of Council services and website, customer digital literacy, Smart Cities and cyber security.

Mr. T. Kavanagh, Director of Digital Services, responded to the members queries.

Mr. R. FitzGerald, Head of Finance presented sections of Division H.

(E) Rate Abatement Scheme
Mr R. FitzGerald, Head of Finance presented the report.

The report was NOTED.


Motions to Amend the Draft Budget


Motion 1 to amend the Draft Budget 
The following Motion was proposed by Councillor L. Dunne and seconded by Councillor W. Carey

“To reallocate from Division H, H0905, €1 million (Priorities fund) moving:

• €700k to Division A, A0101 (Housing Maintenance)
• €200k to Division A, A0901 (Housing adaptation scheme) that should include grants for sensory adaptations
• €100k to Division A, A0905 (Mobility Aids Housing Grants)”

A discussion followed with contributions from Councillors L. Dunne, E. Murphy, F. Timmons, N. Whelan, M. Duff, J. Tuffy, M. Johansson, R. Mannion, P. Holohan, W. Carey, J. Spear, K. Keane, J. Sinnott, H. Farrell, V. Casserly, D. Adelaide, and P. Kearns.  Queries were raised in relation to the protocols for the Local Priorities fund.

Mr C. Ward, Chief Executive, responded to the members.

A ROLL CALL VOTE on the Amendment to the Draft Budget 2026 was called in the names of Councillors  J. Spear, N. Whelan and F. Timmons, the result of which is as follows:

FOR: 12 (TWELVE)

Councillors D. Adelaide, W. Carey, D. Donnelly, L. Dunne, N. Fennell, P. Holohan, M. Johansson, K. Keane, R. Mannion, D. Richardson, Jess Spear and N. Whelan.


AGAINST: 24 (TWENTY-FOUR)
Councillors S. Barnes, C. Brady, V. Casserly, Y. Collins, P. Cosgrave, L. De Courcy, M. Duff, A. Edge, H. Farrell, A. Hayes, P. Kearns, B. Lawlor, L. McCrave, R. McMahon, D. McManus, E. Murphy, S. O’Hara, L. O’Toole, Baby Pereppadan, Britto Pereppadan, J. Sinnott, A. Smyth, F. Timmons and J. Tuffy.

ABSTAIN: 0 (ZERO)

As a result of the ROLL CALL VOTE the Motion to amend the Draft Budget 2026 FELL.

Motion 2 to amend the Draft Budget 

The following Motion in the names of Councillors M. Duff, E. Murphy, A. Edge, P. Kearns, H. Farrell, L. O’Toole, A. Hayes and F. Timmons was proposed by Councillor M. Duff and seconded by Councillor P. Cosgrave:

‘We move the following, to reallocate €45,000 from Division H H0906 to the appropriate budget line, as determined by the Head of Finance, as follows:

• €10,000 to be allocated for an Age Friendly mobile Ageless Roadshow event, to cover vehicle use, travel facilitation, set up and materials
• €10,000 to be allocated for a pilot leaf composting programme in two LEAs
• €15,000 to be allocated to G0506 to increase the Education Bursary
• €10,000 to be allocated to increase the Sports Bursary 

And that the €20,000 under D0903 (Twinning) be reallocated to E0502 (Litter Control Initiatives), specifically for the use of CCTV and drones at litter hotspots throughout the County.’

The following Amendment to the Motion was proposed by Councillor. J. Spear and seconded by Councillor D. Adelaide:- 

“€20,000 under D0903 (Twinning) be reallocated to E0502 (Litter Control Initiatives), specifically for the use of CCTV and drones at litter hotspots throughout the County.”

To remove “and drones” such that the amendment would read:

And that the €20,000 under D0903 (Twinning) be reallocated to E0502 (Litter Control Initiatives), specifically for the use of CCTV at litter hotspots throughout the County.’

A discussion followed with contributions from Councillors M. Duff, J. Spear, E. Murphy, L. Dunne, A. Edge, L. de Courcy, P. Holohan, D. McManus, J. Tuffy, L. O’Toole, R. Mannion, K. Keane and W. Carey. A query was raised in relation to resources for drone operation.

Ms T. Walsh, Director of Climate Action, responded to the member’s query.

Councillor J. Spear requested to WITHDRAW her Amendment to the Motion. The Members AGREED 

The Motion to amend Draft Budget 2026 was AGREED.


(F) Consideration of Divisions
Mr. R. FitzGerald, Director of Finance, outlined details of proposed expenditure and income on the following divisions:

DIVISION A – Housing and Building
Division A was NOTED and AGREED

DIVISION B – Road Transport and Safety
Division B was NOTED and AGREED

DIVISION C - Water Services
Division C was NOTED and AGREED

DIVISION D – Development Management
Division D was NOTED and AGREED
	
DIVISION E – Environmental Services
Division E was NOTED and AGREED

DIVISION F – Recreation and Amenity
Division F was NOTED and AGREED

DIVISION G – Agriculture, Education Health and Welfare
Division G was NOTED and AGREED

DIVISION H – Miscellaneous Services
Division H was NOTED and AGREED

RATES AND LPT
The report was NOTED and AGREED


H2/1125	ADOPTION OF FORMAL PROPOSALS FOR:
(A) Adoption of the Annual Budget 2026
(B) Determination of Annual Rate on Valuation for 2026
(C) Determination of the Rates Abatement Scheme in respect of Vacant Properties
(D) Approval of Transfers to Reserves of the sums provided for Various Capital purposes
(E) Approval of Additional expenditure in the Revised Budget 2025
(F) Consideration of the 3 year Capital Programme

(A) Adoption of the Annual Budget 2026

It was proposed by Councillor P. Kearns, seconded by Councillor M. Duff:

“That the County Council ADOPT for the financial year ending 31st December 2026 the Annual Budget set out in Tables A to F as amended”.

A ROLL CALL VOTE was called for on the Motion, the result of which was as follows:




FOR: 32 (THIRTY-TWO)

Councillors S. Barnes, C. Brady, W. Carey, V. Casserly, Y. Collins, P. Cosgrave, L. de Courcy, D. Donnelly, M. Duff, L. Dunne, A. Edge, H. Farrell, N. Fennell, A. Hayes, P. Holohan, P. Kearns, B. Lawlor, R. Mannion, L. McCrave, R. McMahon, D. McManus, E. Murphy, S. O’Hara, L. O’Toole, Baby Pereppadan, Britto Pereppadan, D. Richardson, J. Sinnott, A. Smyth, F. Timmons, J. Tuffy and N. Whelan.

AGAINST: 4 (FOUR)

Councillors D. Adelaide, M Johansson, K. Keane and J. Spear.

ABSTAIN: 0 (ZERO)

The resolution was PASSED.

(B) Determination of Annual Rate on Valuation for 2026

It was proposed by Councillor P. Kearns, and seconded by Councillor D. McManus:

“That the County Council DETERMINE in accordance with the Annual Budget as adopted, the rate as set out in Table A to be the general Annual Rate on Valuation to be levied for the purposes set out in Tables A to F. The general Annual Rate on Valuation being determined at 0.280”.

The Mayor proposed and Members AGREED that The Resolution was PASSED.


(C) Determination of the Rates Abatement Scheme in respect of Vacant Properties

It was proposed by Councillor P. Kearns, and seconded by Councillor P. Cosgrave:

“That South County Council makes a scheme for the abatement of rates due to it by liable persons, or classes of liable persons, in respect of vacant properties in accordance with the provisions of Section 9 of the Local Government Rates and Other Matters Act 2019, as amended.  Such a scheme in respect of vacant property will provide for an abatement of zero percent (0%) of rates due to South Dublin County Council by a liable person for the financial year ending 31 December 2026.”

The Mayor proposed and Members AGREED that The Resolution was PASSED.
(D) Approval of Transfers to Reserves of the sums provided for Various Capital purposes

It was proposed by Councillor P. Kearns and seconded by Councillor P. Cosgrave:

“That the County Council approves of the transfers to reserves of the sums provided for various capital purposes in the Annual Budget 2025 as Adopted for the financial year ending 31st December 2025.”

The Mayor proposed and Members AGREED that The Resolution was PASSED.


(E) Approval of Additional expenditure in the Revised Budget 2025

It was proposed by Councillor P. Kearns and seconded by Councillor L. O’Toole:

“That the County Council approves of the transfers to reserves of the sums provided for various capital purposes in the Annual Budget 2024 as Adopted for the financial year ending 31st December 2024.”

The Mayor proposed and Members AGREED that The Resolution was PASSED.


(F) Consideration of the 3 year Capital Programme

In accordance with Section 135 of the Local Government Act 2001 the Chief Executive shall, before the start of the financial year prepare a report on the three-year capital programme, which may be considered at the Budget meeting, or at such other meeting as the elected Council may, by resolution, decide.

I recommend that the Council adopt the following resolution:

“That the Three-Year Capital Programme 2026–2028 be considered at the December 2025 Council Meeting.”

The Mayor proposed and the Members AGREED that The Resolution was PASSED.


H3/1125	PRESENTATIONS FROM SPECIAL ORGANISATION, PROCEDURE AND FINANCE COMMITTEE MEETING
Draft Budget 2026 OP&F.

Closing Statements: 

The Mayor, Councillor P. Kearns, the Group Leaders and Independent Councillors, thanked the Chief Executive, Mr. C. Ward, all the Management and staff and in particular Mr. R. FitzGerald and his staff on the considerable work involved in the preparation and balancing of the Budget.

Meeting ends 20.06

