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About the Chief Executive’s Report

The Chief Executive’s Report is presented to elected members at each SDCC monthly
meeting. It forms a key part of our governance and oversight framework, supporting members
in their role by providing timely updates on the work of the Council.

In line with Section 136(2) of the Local Government Act 2001 (as amended by the Local
Government Reform Act 2014), the report outlines the performance of executive functions,
the implementation of Council policy, and the delivery of services across the organisation.

This report should be read alongside updates provided to Area Committee Meetings and the
quarterly Capital Progress Report, which together offer a comprehensive view of Council
activity and progress.

Each edition includes:

« Updates on how we are delivering on our Corporate Plan goals
« Highlights of major initiatives and events

A visual snapshot of recent community and Council activities

The report also provides an opportunity to shine a light on areas of our work that may not
always be in the spotlight but are vital to the day-to-day life of the county.
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Tallaght Library Supporting Our Climate Action Plan

In-Stream Works

Our Natural Water section is responsible
for maintaining the rivers and streams in
South Dublin. In-stream works are only
permitted during the months of July,
August, and September, and we have now
completed all in-stream works for 2025.

These works included rubbish removal
and the removal of fallen trees and other
obstacles which is essential in preventing

flooding incidents. This complements our
continuous work cleaning trash screens
throughout the year.

The main rivers in South Dublin are the
Liffey, Griffeen, Camac, Poddle and
Dodder, and associated tributaries and
the annual in-stream programme of works
ensures that local residents can fully
enjoy the amenity of river and lake walks.



SDCC Supporting Peopleﬂ'

We are committed to ensuring that

disabled and older people are supported

to live independently in their homes by
providing a wide range of grants to our
residents to support improvement works
in privately owned homes including:

The Mobility Aids Grant (MAG) is
provided for minor works to address
mobility problems in privately owned
homes. These works include the
installation of grab-rails, level access
showers, access ramps, stairlifts, and

other necessary minor works. This

grant is available only to those with a
household income of less than €37,500
per year and the maximum grant
available is €8,000 which can cover
100% of the cost of the work. To date
in 2025, forty-two mobility aids grants

have issued with an average value of
€3,300, with stairlifts being the most
common works funded under this grant.

The Housing Adaptation Grant (HAG)

is available where changes need to be
made to a home to make it suitable for
a person with a physical, sensory, or
intellectual disability or mental health
difficulty. The types of works allowed
under the scheme include the provision
of access ramps, downstairs toilet
facilities, stairlifts, accessible showers,
wheelchair access, sensory rooms, and
other works considered necessary. If
annual household income is less than
€37,501, one hundred per cent of the
cost of the works (up to the maximum
grant amount of €40,000) could be
grant aided. The proportion of the costs

aided will be tapered from eighty-five
per cent down to thirty per cent for
those with annual household incomes
of €62,501 to €75,000. To date in
2025, two hundred and eleven housinc
adaptation grants have i
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Clondalkin Local Planning Framework — Special Council Meeting

Proposed variation number one to the
County Development Plan—the draft
Clondalkin Local Planning Framework
has recently undergone a period of public
consultation.

A total of 235 submissions were received
and published on our consultation portal,
alongside the plan documentation.

The Chief Executive’s report on public
consultation was submitted to the
elected members on 5 November for their
consideration. A Special Council Meeting
will take place on 11 December to decide
whether to adopt, amend, or reject the
variation.

The Chief Executive’s report addresses
the key issues raised in the submissions,
many of which highlighted the importance
of sustainable movement. The Local
Transport Plan, is a supporting document
to the Clondalkin Planning Framework
(the Variation) and sets out the process
undertaken as part of a transport
assessment for the plan area. The
transport plan analysed the options

for movement, with the identified low
intervention option set out for Members’
consideration through the relevant
objectives in Chapter five of the Local
Planning Framework.
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Traveller Accommodation

Meeting Traveller-specific accommodation
needs through delivery of our Traveller
Accommodation Programme is a key
priority. With two new high-quality
Traveller accommodation developments

in Adamstown and Newcastle nearing
completion, we are now seeking
expressions of interest from Traveller
households on our accommodation waiting
list through a choice based letting process
for tenancies in these developments.
These developments each comprise six
large four-bedroom, two-storey family

homes built to a high-quality design

with A-rated energy efficiency features,
including air-sourced heat pumps. The
accommodation includes a living room,
kitchen, downstairs toilet, and four
bedrooms with a bathroom on the first
floor with the development located in new
residential areas within easy reach of local
shops, parks, schools, recreational facilities,
and transport links.

To apply, please contact our Traveller
Accommodation team.
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elp meet these revised housing
Juirements, a non-statutory

onsultation was held from 23 October to
13 November. This process involved input
from members of the public, landowners,
homebuilders, and other interested
stakeholders, to suggest lands within the
county that may be suitable for residential
use.

A total of 46 submissions were received
during the consultation period, with many
identifying areas with potential for
residential use including — Newcastle,
ucan, Tallaght, Ballycullen, Clondalkin,
itfey Valley, Rathcoole, Saggart and
ocklyon.
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With outstanding commercial rates
balances due to incur interest charges
on unpaid amounts with the imminent
commencement of new legislataive
measures, local businesses are strongly
advised to address any outstanding
commercial rates before the end of the
current calendar year.

Under the Local Government Rates and
Other Matters Act 2019, interest on 2025
unpaid commercial rates will become
payable

. The law

Interest on Unpal.a\“mrgr‘wercial Rates from 2026

The daily rate of interest has been
set at 0.0219%, which equates to
approximately 8% per annum with
an overdue commercial rates bill of

€10,000 accruing €799.35 In interest
within one year.

Recognising the potential impact on
local businesses, we have a range of
supports and arrangements available
to help ratepayers avoid incurring these
additional charges. We encourage any
ratepayers experiencing difficulties

in meeting their liabilities to engage
proactively with our Debt Management
Unit, with the aim of reaching mutually
beneficial agreements to avoid accruing
any interest charges under the new
legislation.

Fresh SCENE: Creative Networking Event at Work 1Q, Tallaght

Hosted by Sarah Naylor, founder of
Beauty Business in a Box; this vibrant
event brought together South Dublin’s
creative community for a morning of
connection, inspiration, and collaboration
on 22 October, with up to fifty people in
attendance.

Fresh SCENE gave attendees the chance
to explore opportunities across the local
creative sector and hear stories from
special guests Marcello Fidelis (award-
winning filmmaker), Don’t Kill My Vibe

Glﬁg Firmt:air fa_itu.m
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(contemporary Irish jewellery brand), and
Mo O’Connell (award-winning filmmaker
and actor).

This event was held in collaboration with
our Arts Office. SCENE is the South
Dublin Creative Economy Network,
created by our Local Enterprise Office,
LEO South Dublin, and partners. It
supports people working in our vibrant
creative economy, from craft and design
to artists of all disciplines, musicians,
designers, and more.



Launch of Park House Café, Corkagh

Mayor of South Dublin, Cllr. Pamela
Kearns was joined by local councillors,
guests and staff including Chief Executive,
Colm Ward, and, Director of Services,
Teresa Walsh, at the ribbon cutting
ceremony marking the completion of the
new Park House Café and Corkagh Hub
Friday, 7 November 2025.

Speaking at the event, Mayor Pamela Kearns
said:

“The re-design of Corkagh Park included
new facilities and amenities for this popular
park. The new Park House Café

is a hugely welcome facility, which will
provide a hub in the centre of the park for
the community to meet and mingle.”

The new building is host to the Park
House Café, which serves great coffee
and delicious food. Our operator is now
working diligently to prepare the café for
full public opening.

This project was funded by our three-
year capital budget, with a budget of
€5 million for the new facilities at this
location and other works throughout the
park, such as the completion, surfacing
and extensions to the existing car parks,
upgrades to the fairy trail, and provision
of new signage.

For further information, please contact

Node 81 Artwork at Glenview Roundabout

The installation of a new sculpture titled
‘Node 81’ by Liam O’Callaghan has been
completed on the Glenview Roundabout
on the N81 approach road to Tallaght.

As with all art, this sculpture has
generated lots of public comment,

even at installation stage. Now that it is
complete and the sculpture has had time
to bed in, the artist’s vision, reflected

in the artwork tagline ‘a point becomes
a line, a line becomes a way’, is visually
realised. The site is a prominent gateway
into Tallaght, and the new sculpture is
designed to suit the location, framing
the the beautiful mountain views with a
dynamic sculpture that changes shape
and colour with the viewer’s perspective
when travelling along the N81, with its
The light and vibrant appearance aiming
to reflect the the vitality and drive of
local people.

The artist’s brief was a collaboration
between SDCC and Visual Artists Ireland
with contributions from the public during
the consultation for the N81 landscape
improvement scheme, included in the
scope for the work.

Following a tender process, Liam
O’Callaghan and Mark Clare were
commissioned to deliver the artwork. The
artist’s response to the brief included

the following description: “This large-
scale, contemporary sculpture reflects
both the Gothic spiked roofline of the
eighth-century St. Maelruan’s church

to more contemporary developments

of the nineteen seventies and nineteen

eighties to the present day. The lines of
the sculpture also reflect an interlinked
network of streets, which hold a
community connected by many points,
this in turn mirroring the function of a
roundabout and the purpose of the N81
itself. Networks are brought to life by
those that engage with and live within
them. This process is reflected in the
artwork.”

Please contact c
for further information on

the project.
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We recently completed a review of the
delivery of infrastructure and facilities in
Adamstown Strategic Development Zone
(SDZ), as provided for in the Planning
Scheme. Our review highlights significant
progress in delivering Adamstown as

a vibrant, sustainable community and
confirms that key housing, transport, water,
drainage, and community infrastructure
have been delivered in accordance with the
approved phasing of the Planning Scheme.
Strategic funding through LIHAF and
URDF has greatly supported key projects,
strengthening connectivity and service
provision.

Since its designation as a SDZ, Adamstown
has been developed as a model for
coordinated, plan-led growth, combining
quality homes, transport infrastructure,
and community facilities within a phased
delivery framework.

Major milestones include the opening

of Airlie Park, Adamstown Plaza, and
Tandy’s Lane Park, the delivery of new
schools and childcare facilities, and the
provision of a Primary Care Centre at
Adamstown Boulevard. Key transport links,
including Adamstown Railway Station and
an upgraded road network such as the
Celbridge Link Road—which was delivered
ahead of its phase seven schedule—

have ensured easy access and greater
connectivity.

Despite significant challenges such as

the economic recession and the Covid-19
pandemic, the delivery of Adamstown has
continued at pace. While this official review
is required by the Planning Scheme, we, as
the Development Agency, have provided
for an iterative approach to the Planning
Scheme through approvals from An Bord
Pleanala for non-material amendments to
the Planning Scheme in 2014, 2017, 2020,
and 2023.

The Non Material Amendment in 2023
enabled the Planning Scheme to adapt to
the construction of the Lucan swimming
pool within the catchment of the SDZ and
amend the phasing requirements to include
flexibility for an alternative community
facility and/or community gain in lieu of
the swimming pool. A decision to seek

an alternative community facility and/or
community gain in place of a swimming
pool from the landowners has been made.

Our review confirms that the SDZ remains
firmly on track to achieve its long-term
vision to deliver a well-connected, inclusive,
and sustainable community alongside the
timely provision of essential infrastructure
and amenities.

SDCC awarded Outdoor Recreation Infrastructure Scheme funding

A total of €412,000 has been
allocated under the Outdoor Recreation
Infrastructure Scheme (ORIS), provided
by the Department of Rural and
Community Development and the
Gaeltacht. This funding will support us
in developing and enhancing outdoor
recreational amenities in the county.

Out of the total funding, €112,000 will
be dedicated to the relocation and
upgrade of the existing trailhead for the
Dublin Mountains Way at Sean Walsh
Park. The new trailhead will connect
with the Whitestown Greenway, which

has received €300,000 in funding
towards construction of the final section
of the Greenway from Killinarden Way

to Whitestown Way. This will complete
an eight-kilometre Greenway along the
length of the Whitestown Stream, linking
West Tallaght to the Dodder Greenway
and the Dublin Mountains Way via
Tallaght Town Centre.

These two measures together will link
West Tallaght, Tallaght, and east Tallaght
to the extensive recreational resource in
the Dublin Mountains via the Whitestown
Greenway and the Dublin Mountains Way.

SDCC Celebrate the Opening of the Grand Canal Greenway Extension

We are delighted to announce the opening
of the new section of the Grand Canal
Greenway from the 12th Lock, Lucan,

to Hazelhatch Bridge. This extension
provides a link to the Sallins to Hazelhatch
Greenway, now enabling people to walk
and cycle from Dublin to Offaly along a
scenic and accessible route.

This beautiful route offers a safe,
peaceful, and accessible space for people
of all ages to enjoy cycling, walking,
running, or simply spending time in nature
along one of South Dublin’s most scenic
waterways.

The project reflects our ongoing
commitment to creating walkable,
connected communities through our
ambitious Active Travel Programme,
which is enhancing paths, parks, and
public spaces right across the county.

Supported by grant aid from Transport
Infrastructure Ireland (TIl) and with the
valued partnership of Waterways Ireland,
this Greenway extension adds another
standout feature to South Dublin’s
growing network of sustainable travel
routes.

We warmly thank all partners and
stakeholders who helped make it p
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Bawnogue

The Bawnogue Dis
Enhancement Proje

with substantial comple
before the end of the year.

Final surfacing and road marking

carried out in early November. The majc

of planting has been completed, and
place-making furniture—including a pair of
granite chess tables—has been installed.

Our public lighting for the scheme is
awaiting the delivery of bespoke columns.
A temporary lighting layout has been
provided to ensure the area remains

oming
l be
t lighting

ue to promote the

= shop front grant among
traders. The shop front grant usually
reimburses fifty percent of the cost of
the work, but as part of this scheme, the
grant can cover up to ninety percent of the
work value if a number of businesses apply
together. This is to encourage a more
consistent and attractive shop front style.

Junior Safety Forum Strengthens Youth Engagement in Community Safety

Now in its second year, we are building on
last year’s success by expanding the Junior
Safety Forum to include nine schools from
across South Dublin County. Our initiative
empowers young people to take an active
role in promoting safety, responsibility, and
community awareness.

We commenced this year’s programme
in September, with the Interagency Team
visiting each participating school to
introduce students to key safety themes
and outline their role as ambassadors for
the initiative.

A successful workshop took place on

17 October in County Hall, featuring
contributions from An Garda Siochéana,
SDCC, and Dublin Fire Brigade, including
both operational and fire prevention
representatives. The workshop focused on
Halloween safety and included engaging
presentations from our Litter Warden, Dog
Warden, and Parks Department. Students
displayed exceptional enthusiasm and
engagement throughout, participating
actively in discussions on community
safety and personal responsibility.

As part of the programme, students
brought information and learnings from
the workshops back to their schools,
helping to disseminate key safety
messages and raise awareness among
their classmates and the wider school
communities. Through this peer-to-
peer approach, the Junior Safety Forum
extends its impact well beyond the
participants, promoting safer practices
across a broader network of young people.

The Junior Safety Forum meeting, held on
27 November in the council chamber, gave
students a unique opportunity to meet
with senior management from ourselves
and An Garda Siochana. The meeting
enabled students to ask questions,
exchange ideas, and develop a greater
understanding of how local authorities
and emergency services work together to
protect and support their communities.

We continue to play a vital role in fostering
youth leadership, civic responsibility, and
community engagement, ensuring that
young voices remain central to South
Dublin’s ongoing commitment to safety
and wellbeing.




Connected Communities
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hands-on activities for all ages.

School classes took part in interactive
experiments and engaging talks from
guest speakers who brought science
to life. From uncovering the secrets of
the universe to exploring the science in

It was a fantastic week of learning,
curiosity, and fun—and we were delighted
to welcome so many participants across
our libraries.

South Dublin Comhairle Annual Youth Conference

The South Dublin Comhairle Annual
Youth Conference (AYC) took place in
the Maldron Hotel Tallaght on Thursday,
13 November this year. The Mayor,

Cllr. Pamela Kearns, gave the opening
address at the event. Young people from
all schools and youth services in South
Dublin County were invited to attend the
AYC, which we organised in partnership
with Foroige.

Combhairle na nOg directly involves
children and young people in shaping
local and national services and policies.
Child and youth councils operate in each
of the 31 local authority areas across
Ireland. Funded and managed by the
Department of Children, Disability and
Equality, these councils enable young
people aged twelve to seventeen to
exercise their right to influence decision-
makers on the topics most important to
them, empowering them to have input on
decisions made by those in power.

With under 18’s unable to vote, Comhairle
na nOg councils give young people a
powerful forum to have their voices not
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only heard, but their rights, views and
opinions taken on board in the creation
and change of the policies and services
affecting them.

Our Comhairle members presented their
work for the past year at the AYC. The
topic for this year was social media and
expectations on young people. Members
conducted a survey on what young people
think about social media and its impacts.
Responses were sought through social
media platforms, and members also
carried out live interviews and workshops
with young people. The findings form the
basis of our social media campaign, which
encourages young people to take time
offline, use social media safely, explore
other interests and see their friends in
real life.

The highlight of the AYC was a mini
hobbies fair, designed to showcase
hobbies and activities young people can
do in South Dublin. The fair featured
Noise Dublin, Fordige, South Dublin
Libraries and Active South Dublin.
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Socially engaged environmental artist
Sophie Von Maltzan has been working
with Killinarden Community Centre (KCC)
and its intergenerational community
groups this year, delivering a public

art project called “Rooting Resilience:
Cultivating Community and Nature

in Killinarden” as part of In Context

5, our Public Art Programme through

the Per Cent for Art Scheme. “Rooting
Resilience” fosters a deeper connection
between people and place, and Sophie
has been working extensively with a wide
range of groups such as the Golden
Circle, the Women’s Shed, the afterschool
Montessori, KCC’s Youth Outreach, and
Carp.

In October, Sophie facilitated a fantastic
mythology campfire storytelling event
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with the children and young people of
Killinarden. The centre’s Montessori group
created puppets for the campfire event,
which were used to recreate mythology
tales from the area, including the Salmon
of Knowledge and Qisin in Tir na nOg,
with artists Muirenn Lyons, Aoife Lowden
and Candlelit Tales. It was a wonderful
afternoon of Irish storytelling, music and
pizza with the Killinarden community.
Sophie will continue to work with these
groups in the coming months on exciting
activities such as creating art around St
Brigid’s Day.

This is one of five socially engaged public
art commissions taking place across the
county, bringing together community and
creativity through nature and climate-
focused collaboration.

TradFest 2026

TradFest, Ireland’s largest traditional
music festival, returns to South Dublin
County in January 2026. Audiences will
experience the very best of live music
across the county, with events taking
place in many non-traditional music
venues such as Rathfarnham Castle,

St Maelruain’s Church, Glenasmole
Community Centre and Aon Scéal Café.
The music has transformed over the
years, and so too have the spaces in which
it is performed. South Dublin County
boasts buildings of architectural beauty,
and filling these spaces with live music
makes for a memorable experience.

This year, we will bring 18 mainline acts to
venues in Clondalkin, Tallaght, Rathcoole,
and Rathfarnham villages, and the Dublin
Mountains, building on the success of the
festival’s inaugural foray into South Dublin
in 2025. The line-up continues to evolve,
with more performers to be added, but
standout acts such as Brian Kennedy in

St Maelruain’s Church in Tallaght, and
Mundy in Aras Chroénain are sure to sell
out. A special treat will be a specially
commissioned narrated orchestral
celebration of Tallaght by the Comhaltas
National Folk Orchestra of Ireland,
composed, arranged and conducted by
Tom Doorley. This performance will offer
a rich cultural experience, showcasing
Tallaght through innovative and evocative

music and song at the Civic Theatre in
Tallaght.

Along with partners, community groups
and local businesses, we have been able
to offer a programme of fringe events

that will take place in or around the main
events. South Dublin Libraries will host
fascinating music workshops where, for
example, you can ‘try the pipes’ with Na
Piobairi Uilleann or make instruments
from recycled material. Local music
sessions will also take place in businesses
throughout Tallaght and Clondalkin.

TradFest in South Dublin runs from 21
to 25 January 2026, with details always
being updated on



tradfest.com/south-dublin-venues/
tradfest.com/south-dublin-venues/
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Tallaght: A Welcoming Place Oral History
Collection invites us into the heartbeat
of Tallaght’s transformation, from a rural
village to a bustling suburban town,
through the voices of its residents.

Launched during the Red Line Book
Festival in October, this new collection
honours the lived experience of diverse
community members who arrived in or
grew up in Tallaght during periods of great
change.

The significance of the project lies in

its attention to “ordinary” lives: people
navigating the shift from fields and farms,
schoolhouses and village shops, to housing
estates and shopping centres. It offers a
unique and personal archive that captures
the rich tapestry of migration, settlement,
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community formation, and identity across
generations.

Educators, researchers, and local citizens
will find the collection a valuable source of
insight into urban growth, social change,
and community resilience. It demonstrates
how public memory is anchored in
everyday stories—stories of work,
belonging, adaptation, and change. The
“welcoming place” in the title is more than
a metaphor: it speaks to how Tallaght’s
community made room for new arrivals and
adapted to a growing population, shifting
demographics, and modern urban life.

The collection is available now on

our Libraries digital archive at source.
southdublinlibraries.ie and on all major
podcast platforms.

Firstival — Try Something for the First Time! 12- 17 January 2026

Start the year with creativity and curiosity!
Firstival returns to our libraries this
January—a week-long celebration designed
to encourage adults to try something for
the first time. Following the success of last
year’s debut, this year’s programme offers
an inspiring mix of hands-on workshops and
fun experiences across our library branches.

Get involved in activities like terrarium
crafting, dancing, paint and prosecco,
needle punching, and the traditional Korean
paper art Joomchi—plus plenty more to
surprise and delight. Whether you want
to learn a new skill, meet new peop
simply do something di -
is the perfect wa!
creative note.

All events are fri
Bookings car

Clondalkin Comic Fest 2025

Clondalkin Comic Fest 2025 will take
place across North Clondalkin Library

and Clondalkin Library from 24 to 29
November. This year’s festival offers a
vibrant and inclusive programme designed
to delight comic enthusiasts of all ages.

The 2025 line-up features an exciting

mix of workshops, author visits, creative
activities, and family-friendly events.
Highlights include author and illustrator
workshops such as an illustration workshop
with Alan Nolan and a zine-making
workshop with Kate Nicole Escolin.

Family events include superhero-themed
storytime and comic crafts, superhero face

SOMETHING
NEW

painting for younger children, and a visit
from a surprise superhero guest. Creative
courses and community activities feature
digital cartoon art with Olla, a four-week
course, a meeting of the Clondalkin Junior
Comic Book Club, and live caricature
drawing by GOTI Caricatures, with portraits

of local residents forming part of a special
exhibition in North Clondalkin Library.

Clondalkin Comic Fest continues to
celebrate creativity, storytelling, and
community spirit. We encourage everyone
to check in with their nearest branch and
get involved in this year’s festival.
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A Rewarding Year for Our Recruitment Team

2025 has been a rewarding year for our
Recruitment Team. From January through
October, we launched 63 recruitment
competitions, received two thousand
three hundred and four applications, and
interviewed seven hundred and thirty-six
candidates over one hundred and twenty-
four days. The result? We welcomed

one hundred and ninety-four new staff

to our organisation, each bringing fresh
perspectives, valuable experience, and
innovative ideas. We have also had one
hundred and five existing staff advance
their careers with us through promotions.

Nurturing Talent
We continue to nurture talent and have

eight Local Government Graduates
contributing meaningfully to our work. We
look forward to their continued growth and
development with us.

We have also maintained strong
partnerships with third-level institutions
such as TU Dublin (Tallaght Campus),
Dublin City University, and University
College Dublin. We have facilitated both
paid and unpaid placements across key
areas including ICT, Planning, Local
Enterprise, and Landscape Architecture.

A major highlight of the year was the launch
of our Civil Engineering Apprenticeship
Programme in May—the first of its kind in

the local authority sector. In collaboration
with Atlantic Technological University
(ATU), we introduced a three-year
apprenticeship that blends academic study
with workplace-based learning. Successful
candidates will graduate with a Level
seven Bachelor of Engineering in Civil
Engineering, with the potential to progress
to Level eight. We received seventy-six
applications and welcomed our first two
apprentices in August. Plans are already
underway to expand the Apprenticeship
Programme to include craft grades in the
near future.

In June, we welcomed fifty-four college
students for summer placements. The
students supported service delivery across

the organisation while gaining valuable
hands-on experience.

Our Recruitment Team have participated
in various careers events and jobs fairs

to further promote us as an Employer of
Choice. This included events organised
by Intreo and a jobs fair organised by our
Integration Team in County Hall, which
attracted nearly two hundred jobseekers.

We encourage citizens and prospective
candidates to view our vacancies and
register for job alerts on sdccjobs.ie.

General services vacancies are also
advertised on The Echo online platform:



www.echo.ie/category/jobs/
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COuUnwvy Matters
SDCC Named Local Authority of the Year 2025

SDCC is delighted to share it won the Upon receiving the award, Chief Executive
Local Authority of the Year Award at the of SDCC, Colm Ward said; “This award
2025 Chambers Ireland Excellence in is more than a trophy—it’s a testament
Local Government Awards, held on 27 to the dedication of our staff, councillors

November. and partners who work every day to crea

opportunity for all and to deliver qualit
The 22nd annual Awards ceremony hosted services and projects for our citizens
by Chambers Ireland, in association communities and businesses. We’re
with the Department of Housing, Local proud to be recognised for our proe
Government & Heritage and sponsored positive approach and our drive to
by Orsted, showcased and celebrated the meaningful impact.” =
best of local government in Ireland and diin 10 categories
this prestigious recognition celebrates SDCC also took home top honou d impact
our commitment to making the county a in two other categories on the nig isted
better place for everyone—by listening, in the Sustainable Environment & '

acting, and leading with purpose. Biodiversity category for “Balanc
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County Matters

South Dublin County Council Sets Record €422.5 Million Budget for 2026

South Dublin County Council has
approved a record €422.5 million budget
for 2026, an increase of nearly eight
percent on last year. This ambitious

plan reflects the council's commitment

to community development, economic
growth, and responsible financial planning,
aiming to create a vibrant and inclusive
future for all residents.

The budget was supported by elected
members through a €3.025 million boost
from the Local Property Tax. Officials
emphasised that the funding will enhance
infrastructure, services, and opportunities,
stating, “Our aim is to create greater
opportunity for all, making South Dublin a
place that meets the needs and ambition
of everyone in the county.”

LI T 1 T “[‘Lf"l:‘

Driving Growth and Inclusion

Central to the budget is a strategy to

strengthen the county’s physical fabric,

support enterprise, and invest in amenities

that improve quality of life. Collaboration

with South Dublin Chamber and

development of the Dublin place brand

will position the county as a destination

for business and leisure. A new €1 million

Local Priorities Fund will allow councillors

to back grassroots projects, including a

detached street worker programme in

Clondalkin, upgrades to Tymon/Limekiln

pavilion, an inaugural Tallaght Stadium

concert, sports bursaries, heritage studies, frienc

and expanded disability inclusion. Funding works

also covers the expansion of Dominic’'s ~ traffic

community centre, initial support for artists’

Jobstown Boxing Club premises, age- -
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County Matters

Innovation Week 2025: Celebrating Creativity and Achievement

Innovation Week 2025 started on Monday,
10 November with events held for staff at
County Hall and Work 1Q Tallaght. All of
our Innovation Week events are designed
to promote a culture of innovation,
creative thinking, and expression.

The week began with a talk from Beta
Projects Coordinator, Shane Waring, on
the importance of piloting innovative
practices to support community needs
assessments and efficiency levels.

A Leadership Talks episode with our
Chief Executive, Colm Ward, was held at
Work 1Q. Colm, in conversation with Joe

Lumumba from our Community team,
took us on an inspiring journey through

his career, childhood, and personal
interests. Dr Karl Thomas of Creatovation.
ie hosted an innovation and creative
thinking workshop for staff, aimed at using
collaboration to spark ideas into action.

Staff Innovation Awards at Work IQ

The flagship event of Innovation Week

is our Staff Innovation Awards. As our
premier innovation event of the year,

the awards celebrated our people, their
innovative projects, and achievements
during 2025. All staff can nominate
relevant projects in three award categories:

ong field
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County Matters

All Hands on Deck

Our Response to the Orange Weather Alert on 14 November

As we move further into the winter

period, our weather can shift rapidly

from heavy rain to storms and freezing
temperatures, often resulting in weather
warnings issued by Met Eireann. Severe
weather, compounded by the impacts of
a changing climate, poses risks to citizens,
infrastructure, businesses, and our service
delivery. To address this, we have response
plans in place for major emergencies,
including a specific Severe Weather Plan.

We have a Major Emergency Team,

which works as part of the wider

Major Emergency East Region—one

of eight regions nationally—alongside
other relevant organisations and local
authorities. This team coordinates our
Severe Weather Assessment Team (SWAT),
made up of senior staff from across the
council. The SWAT monitors weather alert
systems and flood forecast reporting,
implementing any necessary plans.

In advance of the Orange Rainfall Alert
issued by Met Eireann from Friday, 14
November at 14:00 to Saturday, 15
November at 11:00, and an associated
yellow wind warning, our SWAT met to
assess our readiness to respond to any
incidents arising from Storm Claudia. Our
crews set to work carrying out mitigation
measures to reduce the impacts of the
expected rainfall, including cleaning
screens on the stormwater network, street
sweeping to remove the build-up of leaves,

and targeted gully cleaning, with a focus
on problem areas. This targeted clean-
up in advance of the storm proved very
effective in reducing flood impacts.

According to Met Eireann, in November
2024, a total of 54.3 millimetres of
rainfall was recorded, while so far in 2025,
99.4 millimetres has been measured at
Casement Aerodrome weather station.
The Irish Times reported that cumulative
rainfall on the Dublin Mountains exceeded
100 millimetres between Friday and
Saturday, causing high river levels, adding
to already saturated ground, and putting
gullies and stormwater networks under
pressure. The intense rainfall led to
flooding in several areas across South
Dublin, with areas near rivers and streams
particularly at risk. Roads, pathways, and
residential areas were impacted, and trees
were knocked down or damaged by high
winds. Some green areas around water
are designed to accommodate rising

Severe Weather-related Reports Out of Hours Total

Incidents to SDCC Calls

Customer Care

and Staff
Flooding Issues 13 31 N
Trees down 6 10 16
Damage to Infrastructure 4 4
Public Lighting / Traffic 6 6
Light Issue
SDCC Housing - weather 46 406
related issue
Total 19 o7 116

Summary of Severe Weather-related incidents reported to SDCC
during the Orange weather alert




County Matters

SDCC Lead the Way in Cyber Security Awareness

SDCC set a new benchmark in public
sector cybersecurity engagement with

the success of Cyber Security Month
2025. Launched in September, this annual
initiative reinforces our commitment to
helping staff and citizens navigate evolving
cyber threats.

The 2025 programme reached a broad
audience—staff, businesses, schools,
elected members, and the wider
community—through 136 events and
nearly 6,800 participants. Activities
included staff briefings, school workshops,
library sessions, business continuity

Cyber Security

O
All Staff

Sessions
Attendees

1438

19

=9 :
O=0=0) Cyber Security
v Champions

61
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=5 D t . Sessions in gegescl:c;r:\s dI:r Sessions in
IJ;LI A:(podsessmns 17 Primary schools hool y 3 Gaelscoil
endaees Attendees e Attendees
113 1077 Attendees 108
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@) Sessions 0] Sessions 14
00O 4 S (@) Q e . Sessions
Q Q SDCCTable e o .?2&3 gLoupsdm !! SDCC Libraries
HQ walkdowns Exercises allaght and Lucan S Atterdees
- Attendees Attendees _
" _ 55 150
9 Session
O Elected Member
Attendees

exercises, and an innovative theatre-based
campaign.

A highlight was the Cyber Security
Champions initiative. Nineteen volunteers
from across departments received
specialist training and promoted

best practices within their teams.

Their feedback emphasized shared
responsibility, vigilance, and the personal
and professional benefits of advocacy.

=" b
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outreach extended to libraries,
ole, businesses, and
en library
lons,

Weekly staff sessions addressed critical 4
ere

topics such as threat landscapes,
human factors, Al risks, and deepfakes.

Month

3 2

Sessions Sessions
Hooked Theatre @ Other Local
Production () Authority staff
Attendees Attendees
600 541
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Rec'ts/Credits Arrears @

Billed to 21st % of BILLED
Arrears (@ 31 Adopted to 215t :
November income
Dec 2024 Budget 2025 21stNovembe November :
2025 achieved

r 2025 2025

Via Billing Systems

Commercial Rates £€13,665414 €153,170,200 €155,110,147 €150,540,910 €18,234,651 97%
Entry Year Property Levy (PEL) £103,598 n/a £0 £26,307 £77,291 0%
Housing Rents €£7910111 £36,293 800 £34, 253955 £34177,163 £7,986,904 100%
Housing RAS Rents £€1,267.971 €2246400 €1980390 €2,024819 £1,223541 102%

% of Budget
Income
Via Cash Systems Achieved
NPPR Charge n/a €20,000 nfa €12 387 2%
Planning Fees n/a £€972,000 nfa £1,094,917 113%
Fire Certificates n/a €1,000,000 n/a €£506,638 €0 51%
Parking Fees n/a €820,000 nfa €760,354 €0 93%
Uisce Eireann £129924 €5,937500 £5820434 £4891270  £799240 71%
€22817170 IIr'll-'.‘. 201,459900 €£197,164 926 €194 034,765 €28321 627

Rents Aged Debt Rates Aged Debt PEL Aged Debt

Category | Numbers | Amounts |%ofAccounts| | vear | BalO/s | %
Accounts not in Arrears E 2,762 167 o8%
0-6 weeks 400,831 19%

7-12 weeks 323,852 2023 9%
13-18 weeks 356,543 3%
19-24 weeks % 2021

EIIII
EIH I

Fot

| 589] 1725
266592 2019
| Greaterthan2years |  492] 4917832] 5% |  |Pre2019
10,829 | €7,986,904|  100% Totals £18,234,651| 100%
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Green flag awarded for Jobstown Park Creative Communities youth art project

Mini woodland planting at Oakwood Grove Launch of Cycling Inclusion Centre of Excellence at Collinstown
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Installation of Big Belly Bins

N 1 1

Tour of Heatworks plant

Women’s Cricket Ireland training at Tallaght Stadium
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Kilnamanagh Tea Dance
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Cyber Security Month Cyber talk at St Josephs Lucan

Cyber Secin
Month 202 ™

‘Hooked’

Cyber talk at St. Marks Staff cyber talk




Excellence in Local Government Awards 2025
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Combhairle Contae
Atha Cliath Theas
South Dublin
County Council

Node81 Sculpture






