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SOUTH DUBLIN COUNTY COUNCIL

MEETING OF SOUTH DUBLIN COUNTY COUNCIL

MONDAY 11TH SEPTEMBER 2006
Headed Item No. 8
Adoption of Higher Education Grants Scheme 2006/2007
The Higher Education Grants Scheme for 2006/2007 was issued by the Department of Education on the 25th July 2006 and was circulated to the Members for today’s meeting.  The closing date for receipt of completed applications forms was 31st August, 2006.

There have been some changes to the scheme including an increase of 5.3% in the income limits for the award of “Ordinary” rates of maintenance grant and an increase of 7.18% in respect of the Special “Top-up” rate of maintenance grant (from €15,626 to €16,748) and the linkage to social welfare payment has been maintained.  With regard to the actual rates of grant there is an increase of 3% in the “Ordinary” rate of maintenance grant and 22.5% in the “Top-up” element of special rate of maintenance grant. 

A comparison of figures from 2005 to 2006 outlining the changes for the Reckonable Income Limits, the maintenance grant rate including adjacent and non-adjacent rates and the actual rate of maintenance grant and special “top-up” grant as referred to above are set out below. 

Reckonable Income Limits for ordinary rates of grant for 2005

	No. of Dependent Children
	Full Maintenance and Full Fees
	Part Maintenance (75%) and Full Fees
	Part Maintenance (50%) and Full Fees
	Part Maintenance (25%) and Full Fees
	Part Tuition Fees (50%) only*

	Less than 4
	€35,485
	€37,695
	€39,915
	€42,130
	€44,350

	4 – 7
	€38,990
	€41,430
	€43,865
	€46,305
	€48,740

	8 or more
	€42,335
	€44,980
	€47,625
	€50,265
	€52,910


*Full Student Service Charge is paid where income is at or below this level.

Reckonable Income Limits for ordinary rates of grant for 2006

	No. of Dependent Children
	Full Maintenance and Full Fees
	Part Maintenance (75%) and Full Fees
	Part Maintenance (50%) and Full Fees
	Part Maintenance (25%) and Full Fees
	Part Tuition Fees (50%) only*

	Less than 4
	€37,365
	€39,695
	€42,030
	€44,365
	€46,700

	4-7
	€41,055
	€43,625
	€46,190
	€48,760
	€51,325

	8 or more
	€44,580
	€47,365
	€50,150
	€52,930
	€55,715


  *Full Student Service Charge is paid where income is at or below this level.

Maintenance Grants Rates for 2005

	
	Non-Adjacent Rate
	Adjacent Rate

	Full Maintenance
	€3,020
	€1,210

	Part Maintenance (75%)
	€2,265
	€   905

	Part Maintenance (50%)
	€1,515
	€   605

	Part Maintenance (25%)
	€   755
	€   305


Maintenance Grant Rates for 2006
	
	Non-Adjacent Rate
	Adjacent Rate

	Full Maintenance
	€3,110
	€1,245

	Part Maintenance (75%)
	€2,335
	€   935

	Part Maintenance (50%)
	€1,555
	€   625

	Part Maintenance (25%)
	€   780
	€   310


Special Rates of Maintenance Grant for 2005/06

	Grant
	Standard Grant
	Top – Up Amount
	Total Grant

	Adjacent Rate
	€1,210
	€935
	€2,145

	Non – Adjacent Rate
	€3,020
	€2,335
	€5,355


Special Rates of Maintenance Grant for 2006/07
	Grant
	Standard Grant
	Top – Up Amount
	Total Grant

	Adjacent Rate
	€1,245
	€1,145
	€2,390

	Non – Adjacent Rate
	€3,110
	€2,860
	€5,970


In accordance with section 5 of the Local Authorities (Higher Education Grants) Act, 1968 the adoption of the Scheme is a reserved function of the Council.  

It is recommended that the Council adopt the Draft as proposed. 

When the Scheme is adopted it will be submitted to the Minister of Education for formal approval.
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