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Meeting of the Environment Strategic Policy Committee

6th September 2006
Item 4 (part 1)
Sustainable Energy  Report

Following a request by the Chair of the Committee, Cllr. T McDermott, the Council engaged a consultant  Mr.Tom Ryan to research current sustainable practices in South Dublin County Council. 
The attached report sets out the wide range of actions and initiatives that are being implemented across all the Departments in the Council, in relation to sustainable energy.

The report focuses on the actions of the Council, and the various initiatives currently underway. It looks at sustainable energy in an organisational context. There is a vast amount of information, activity and discussion ongoing  at national and global level regarding sustainability. At European and Central Government level, certain policies and initiatives have been introduced such as grants for renewable energy. However,as the topic of renewable energy is so wide ranging, the attached report has been focussed on the actions of the Council.
The Council’s Corporate Plan refers to sustainability as follows:-
Sustainable development is generally defined as ‘development that meets the needs of the present without compromising the ability of future generations to meet their own needs’. It involves the balancing of economic, social and environmental .The Corporate Plan refers to sustainability, mainly in the planning and development context. The attached report to the Strategic Policy Committee  focuses  on the heading of “sustainable energy”.
The County Strategy – A Place for People  
In a broader context, the report may be considered as a first step in considering the County Strategy action described  below. 

The County Strategy is the document which sets out the goals of the County Development Board(see  www.southdublin.ie ). The membership of the County Development Board comprises representatives of the Council, various state agencies such as the  Health Services Executive, FAS, An Garda Siochana, social partners including South Dublin Chamber of Commerce , Community  Forum , Community Platform and Unions, and local development agencies such as the Area Based Partnerships.  The strategy aims for an integrated approach to activity in the County.  

The Implementation Plan for the County Strategy contains two main actions in the environment area , one of which is to “ develop understanding…in relation to environmental sustainability”, with the aim of promoting the organisational role in creating an environmentally sustainable county.

