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Meeting of the Environment Strategic Policy Committee

6th September 2006
Item 2

Water Services Investment Programme-Draft Assessment of Needs 2007-2014
By Circular in March 2006, the Department of Environment, Heritage and Local Government  (DoEHLG) requested each local authority (sanitary authority) to prepare and submit  an Assessment of Needs for Water Services Capital Works for the period 2007-2014.
The last “Assessment of Needs for Water Services Capital Works was undertaken by sanitary authorities in 2003.  The assessments produced at that stage have been taken into account in subsequent phases of the Department’s Water Services Investment Programme (WSIP). The current WSIP is for the period 2005-2007, and in the case of South Dublin County it provides for major schemes such as Boherboy Water Supply and Distribution Scheme, etc. These capital schemes are all currently at design stage by the Council, for commencement during the life of the WSIP.
“Assessments of Water Services Needs” have previously been updated at 5 yearly intervals. However, the DoEHLG has advised that because of the scale and pattern of demographic and economic development in recent years, sanitary authorities are being requested to carry out new assessments in 2006.  The new assessments are necessary in any event as an input to the next National Development Plan that will cover the period 2007 – 2013 and to optimise project selection in future phases of the Water Services Investment Programme.  

The main purpose of the assessment is to develop an overall strategic investment plan for the medium to long term and to set out a programme of works to meet the identified water services needs. The assessment by each sanitary authority should take into account the following:

· Relevant national and EU environmental, public health and drinking water quality statutory requirements and standards,

· The provisions of the Development Plan  any strategic regional planning guidelines or local area plans,

· The National Spatial Strategy,

· Relevant reports produced by the EPA – ‘The Quality of Drinking Water in Ireland: A Report for the Year 2004’, ‘Water Quality in Ireland 2001 –2003’ and ‘ Urban Wastewater Discharges in Ireland: A Report for the years 2002/2003’,

· The requirements of the Urban Wastewater Treatment Regulations, 2001, 

· Continued support for economic activity in in-fill and green field sites through the Serviced Land Initiative and the need to address infrastructural deficits in small rural towns, 

· Developments in River Basin management having regard to:
 - the ongoing monitoring and management regimes in place, and
- additional key works, not initially included in the existing River Basin District 

             Management Projects, that came to light in the Characterisation Reports  

             completed in 2005.

The Assessment should provide information as follows: 

· A summary account of the achievements of the Water Services Investment Programme for the area concerned since the last assessment of needs was undertaken in 2003,

· An outline of the general approach to meeting the identified water services needs over the period 2007 to 2009,

· An examination, from a strategic perspective, of the main requirements for water services investment over the period 2010 – 2014, 

· Details of the programme of works   required to meet the identified water services needs,

· An estimate of the overall cost of the programme of works, broken down by project where this is possible, and

· A description of the objectives of the investment in terms of outcomes sought and specific outputs required.

The South Dublin County Council Assessment of Needs has now been prepared by the Water Services Section of the Council’s Environmental Services Department and the report will be circulated at the meeting of the Environment Strategic Policy Committee on 6 September.

The submission of the Assessment of Needs is not a statutory process requiring adoption by the Council, as the report is for information purposes in relation to investment funding by central government, nevertheless , it is intended to allow one month for public consultation, based on a published draft document, before submitting the assessment to the DoEHLG. An account of comments received on the published draft and, where appropriate, the authority’s response to the comments made will be sent to the Department.

The Council will advertise the document as available for comment in w/e 8 September 2006, allowing one month for submissions.

The report presented to the Strategic Policy Committee on 6 September will again be tabled for discussion at the next SPC, which will allow for discussion of any submissions etc.  It is intended that the Assessment of Needs will be submitted to the DoEHLG after that SPC meeting, including any comments received.
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