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Terenure/Rathfarnham Area Committee Meeting (2)

Tuesday 5th September 2006

Question No 11 
Question: Cllr M Ardagh
"To ask the Manager to state what the Council's policy is regarding action groups postering phone connection/ESB boxes with posters and to state if the litter warden in the Greenhills area contacts those responsible?"
Reply:
Council’s Litter Wardens monitor the erection of illegal posters of the type mentioned and enforce the Litter Pollution Act 1997 in this regard.  In accordance with Section 19(1) of the Act a person is not entitled to place an advertisement or defacement on any structure, land, door, gate, window, tree, pole or post unless the person is authorised in advance in writing to do so by the owner of the property.  In order to prove this in court the litter warden will require the owner of the property to give evidence that such authorisation had not been given.  This is problematic as the litter wardens have difficulty in obtaining such evidence and witnesses when required.  Posters and notices calling a public meeting or relating to elections and referenda are legal under Section 19(7b) of the Act, provided certain conditions have been met, and many of the posters erected around the County are of this type.
The litter warden for the area has been asked to take action against any groups erecting illegal posters of this nature in the Terenure/Rathfarnham area.  The warden will make contact with those groups directly regarding this matter and will continue to seek witnesses as necessary in order to pursue these matters through the courts. 
