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COMHAIRLE CHONTAE ÁTHA CLIATH THEAS
SOUTH DUBLIN COUNTY COUNCIL

MINUTES OF MEETING OF THE TALLAGHT AREA COMMITTEE

(Dealing with Development, Roads, Corporate Services and Planning)

HELD ON 26TH JUNE, 2006
PRESENT

COUNCILLORS

	Corr M.
	King C.

	Daly J.
	Maloney E.

	Daly M.
	Murphy M.

	Hannon J.
	Neville J.

	Jones C
	Warren K.


An Cathaoirleach, Councillor E. Maloney presided over the meeting.
OFFICIALS PRESENT

	Head of Corporate Services
	B. Hickey

	Senior Executive Officers
	M. Judge, F. Nevin, E. Cunningham

	Administrative Officers
	T. Shanahan, P. McNamara, T. Curtin

	Senior Engineer
	T. O'Grady

	Senior Executive Engineers
	S. Daly, S. Fagan

	Senior Architect
	E. Conroy

	Senior Planners
	N. O'Byrne, P. Hogan, M. Kenny

	Senior Executive Planners
	B. Matthews, J. Johnston

	Senior Executive Technician
	L. McEvoy

	Consultant from Cliften Scannell Emerson 
	G. Emerson

	Senior Staff Officer
	J. Kelly

	Assistant Staff Officer
	L. Hannon


T/574/06
CONFIRMATION AND RE-AFFIRMATION OF MINUTES


Minutes of Tallaght Area Committee Meeting held on 22nd May, 2006 which had been circulated, were submitted and APPROVED as a true record and signed.


It was proposed by Councillor E. Maloney, seconded by Councillor K. Warren and RESOLVED:


"That the recommendations contained in the Minutes of the Tallaght Area Committee Meeting held on 22nd May, 2006 be ADOPTED and APPROVED."

It was proposed by An Cathaoirleach Councillor E. Maloney and agreed by the Members that Headed Item No. 4 be deferred to a Special Meeting for a more in-depth discussion and consideration.

PLANNING BUSINESS

T/575/06
QUESTIONS


It was proposed by Councillor E. Maloney, seconded by Councillor M. Corr and RESOLVED:


"That pursuant to Standing Order No. 13, questions 1 - 5 be ADOPTED and APPROVED."

T/576/06
USE OF RENTED SANDPIT AS A FIRING RANGE
QUESTION: Councillor M. Corr

“To ask the Manager if he is aware that a rented sandpit at *details supplied has been used as a firing range by a gun club; if he will say what permission is required for such activity; if he is aware of local concern about safety and if he has any plans to address the issue?”

REPLY:

Complaints were first received on 7 September 2005 concerning the use of a disused quarry at Aghfarrell as a firing range. A Warning Letter was served on the registered owners and occupiers of the quarry on 24 October 2005 requiring the cessation of use as a firing range and the removal of two steel containers placed therein. In response, sworn affidavits were submitted declaring that the quarry has been in continuous use as a firing range in excess of seventy years. In turn, sworn affidavits declaring that the use did not begin until September 2005 have also been received.

The issue of safety on a firing range is covered by the Firearms Act, 1925 and is administered by An Garda Siochána. Members of the Gardaí met with club officials in February 2006 and outlined certain improvements that would be required to meet adequate safety standards to satisfy the Firearms Act.

While there is some dispute as to when the use as a firing range commenced, it would appear from the information available to the Council that the use began in or around 2005. An Enforcement Notice pursuant to Section 154 of the Planning & Development Act 2000 has been served requiring that the use cease and the three steel containers placed on the site be removed. Failure to comply with the requirements of the Notice will lead to the institution of legal proceedings.

T/577/06
PROPOSALS FOR THE BRITTAS HOUSING NEEDS STUDY/AREA PLAN



QUESTION: Councillor J. Hannon

"To ask the Manager, as a matter of urgency, to bring forward initial proposals for the Brittas Housing Needs Study/Area Plan, and will he now provide a timescale?"

REPLY:
Work on the Brittas Study has been commenced.  This includes background survey and research work and consultations with other Departments within the Council and with statutory bodies.  The outcomes of these researches are necessary before any meaningful consultation can take place with local community interests. A programme of consultation with members of the community is being formulated and it is expected that this consultation will commence in due course.

T/578/06
RETENTION OF CONFERENCE CENTRE AT CITY WEST 

QUESTION: Councillor M. Murphy

"To ask the Manager, at what meeting was the vote for retention of the Conference Centre at City West taken?"

REPLY:

Planning application SD05A/0086 was received on 08/02/2005 from HSS Ltd for permission and retention of a convention centre and associated works at Citywest Hotel, Saggart, Co Dublin.

On 28/10/2005 a decision to grant permission & grant retention was made by the Council and appeals were subsequently lodged with An Bord Pleanala.

On 26/05/2006 a decision to refuse permission was made by An Bord Pleanala.
The consideration of this planning application was an executive function and did not require a vote by the members.
T/579/06
UPDATE ON PLANNING APPLICATION SD05A/1010 

QUESTION: Councillor J. Neville

"To ask the Manager for an update on Planning Application SD05A/1010 with specific reference for the request for additional information and a time-frame for receipt of such information and will the Manager make a statement on the matter?"

REPLY:

Planning application no: SD05A/1010 was received on 16/12/2005. The application was made by Kingswood Community & Leisure Centre Ltd, Walnut Close for permission for construction of a community hall, ancillary changing rooms, stores and reception in a single storey structure, foul water to existing foul water sewer, surface water to existing surface water sewer, associated car parking and all ancillary site works, at Sylvan Drive, Castle View, Tallaght, Dublin 24.

On 15/02/2006 a decision to request additional information was made as follows:

1. Revised proposals in accordance with the following design principals are requested:

(a)
A minimum of 20 no. car parking spaces with a minimum aisle width of 6metres should be provided,

(b)
The access road should be a minimum of 5metres in width and have a minimum kerb radius of 6metres.

2. The following details are requested in relation to the existing community hall:

(a)
The proposed future use and parking arrangements for the existing community hall.

(b)
Details of any agreement in relation to parking within the adjacent school site and details of the effect of new boundary treatments around the school site on the continued use of the school car park, if any.

Note:
There is a current planning permission for re-development of the shopping centre/pub site to north. The car park to north may not therefore be available for parking in the future and as such adequate provision should be made for parking for the existing and proposed developments on the application site.

3. (a) A survey of existing on site tree planting and details of trees to be removed and retained are requested.

(b) Proposals for the protection of trees to be retained during the course of construction are requested.
(c) A landscape plan is requested. The plan should include full works specification (including timescale for implementation), maintenance programme for a period of at least eighteen months and bill of quantities for the development of the open space.  This plan should also include proposals for: grading, topsoiling, seeding, paths, drainage, boundary treatment, planting and trees planting as necessary.  These works are to be in accordance with South Dublin County Council's Guidelines for Open Space Development & Taking in Charge available from the Parks and Landscape Services Department.

4. The following details are requested:
(a)
Revised foul drainage plans for the proposed development showing location of all drains, drain size, gradient, manholes, Ajs, invert and cover levels within site boundary up to and including point of connection to the existing sewer.
(b)
Revised surface water drainage plans for the proposed development showing location of all drains, drain size, gradient, manholes, Ajs, invert and cover levels within site boundary up to and including point of connection to the existing sewer. Note: These shall ensure full and complete separation of foul and surface water systems.
A water main layout for the proposed development showing water main size, location of valves, hydrant, meter and proposed point of connection to the existing watermain. Note: The building shall not be more than 46m from the nearest fire hydrant.

If this additional information is not submitted on or before 15-August-2006 a declaration that the application is withdrawn will be made by the Planning Department after that date.

T/580/06
TAKING IN CHARGE OF RADHAIRC NA HABHAINN
QUESTION:
Councillor J. Neville

"To ask the Manager for an update on the complete taking-in-charge of Radhairc na Habhainn, Old Bawn and will the Manager please note that this estate is approximately nine years old and will the Manager outline what issues are delaying the successful taking-in-charge of the estate including the green area and will the Manager make a statement on the matter?"

REPLY:
The roads and services in Radharc na Habhain, Old Bawn, were taken-in-charge in May 2003. 

Title difficulties have arisen in this case, which have delayed the transfer of ownership of the open space to the Council. Whilst the transfer of title is continuing to be pursued by the Council’s Law Department, it is now proposed to take the open space in charge for maintenance purposes, pending resolution of the title issues.

T/581/06
PLANNING FILES

(A) LARGE FILES UNDER CONSIDERATION

The following report by the Manager which had been circulated was CONSIDERED:

	SD05A/0801
	Reg. Date:

29-May-2006
Applicant’s Name:

HSS Ltd.,
Submission Type:

Clarification of Additional Information

	Location:

Saggart Lodge, Garters Lane, Saggart, Co. Dublin
Proposed Development:

Revised proposal consists of 12 no. 3 storey town houses, 6 of which are assessed from the Melbury Development site at Tassagard Green, Garters Lane, Saggart using their access road, and a block of 32 no. apartments with 4 storeys above basement car parking, being 3 stories to the eaves with a fourth storey in the roof space.  The 32 apartments comprise of 28 No. 2 bedroom apartments and 4 No. 3 bedroom apartments, along with 44 car parking spaces in the basement of apartment block and 5 spaces on ground level, along with landscaping and site works.  The development is within the curtilage of Saggart Lodge, Saggart, a listed building with Protected Structure status for H.S.S. Ltd.
Decision Due on or before:

22-Jun-2006


	SD06A/0348
	Reg. Date:

05-May-2006
Applicant’s Name:

Airscape Ltd
Submission Type:

New Application

	Location:

Cooldown Commons, Fortunestown Lane, Dublin 24
Proposed Development:

The proposed development comprises a 130 bed nursing home and creche facility in a single building on 5 levels over basement (totaling 7277.45sq.m gross floor area) and incorporating the following: 130 bedrooms with en-suite facilities, associated ancillary accommodation consisting of living and dining rooms, assisted bathrooms, sluice rooms and storage facility on ground to fourth floor levels and administrative, office, reception, nurses station and boardroom accommodation at ground level; at basement level it is proposed to provide office accommodation, consultant rooms, lecture, storage, laundry and kitchen facilities alongside all ancillary support accommodation and plant rooms; an independent creche incorporating separate access and reception, sleeping room, WC and laundry facilities, play room, nursery, common area, kitchen, changing areas, toddler rooms, all ancillary support accommodation and an external play area all at ground floor; access to the development is proposed via an internal access road connecting to the existing roundabout on Fortunestown Lane.  Permission is sought for internal access roads, parking (51 spaces) and connection to services and all associated signage, landscaping and ancillary site development works.
Decision Due on or before:

28-Jun-2006


	SD06A/0349
	Reg. Date:

05-May-2006
Applicant’s Name:

Airscape Limited,
Submission Type:

New Application

	Location:

Cooldown Commons, Fortunestown Lane, Dublin 24
Proposed Development:

The development consists of the construction of 180 no residential units as follows; 5 no. 5 bed detached units (3 storey), 7 no. 4 bed detached units (3 storey), 26 no. 4 bed semi detached units (2 storey), 3 no. detached 3 bed units (3 storey), 26 no. 3 bed semi detached units (3 storey), 6 no. 3 bed townhouses (2 storey), 7 no. 2 bed townhouses (2 storey), 22 no. 3 bed duplex units (4 storey), 42 no. 2 bed duplex units (4 storey), 32 no. 2 bed apartments (5 storey), 4 no. 3 bed apartments (5 storey). Permission is also sought for 307 no. car parking spaces at grade, site development works, ESB substation and landscaping works including formal landscaped areas, children's play areas, boundary treatments and internal access road connecting to the existing roundabout on Fortunestown Lane.
Decision Due on or before:

28-Jun-2006


	SD06A/0494
	Reg. Date:

15-Jun-2006
Applicant’s Name:

William Neville & Sons Construction Ltd.
Submission Type:

New Application

	Location:

Swiftbrook, Saggart, Co. Dublin.
Proposed Development:

144 no. residential units (18 no. two bed apartments, 60 no. two bed duplex dwellings, 60 no. three bed duplex dwellings and 6 no. four bed three-storey houses; the provision of 203 no. parking spaces at grade; site development works and landscape works including planting; vehicular and pedestrian access to the development via the previously approved spine road (Register Reference S01A/0706); the reconfiguration of the previously approved junction of the spine road at Castle Road (Register Reference S01A/0706), on a site comprising c.2.87ha (bounded by existing residential development on Mill Road to the east, Millrace development lands under construction to the north, Castle Road to the south and the previously approved spine road and undeveloped lands to the west); the proposal relates to the curtilage of protected structures being the existing rag store, entrance gates, chimney, tail race, mill ponds of Swiftbrook Mill.
Decision Due on or before:

08-Aug-2006





The report was NOTED.

(B) FILES REQUESTED BY MEMBERS 


It was NOTED there was no business under this heading.

T/582/06
West Oldcourt Local Area Plan

The following report by the Manager which had been circulated was CONSIDERED:
"West Oldcourt Local Area Plan
Introduction 
It is proposed to initiate the process to make a Local Area Plan for the West Oldcourt area in accordance with Section 20 (1) of the Planning and Development Act, 2000.   The area which is mostly greenfield is zoned for development.   In general, the land rises south westwards gradually from the suburbs of Oldcourt, Ely Close and Oldcourt Cottages to the 120m contour and is located between Oldcourt road and Bohernabreena road.   The lands are predominantly zoned with the objective A1 which seeks: 

“to provide for new Residential Communities in accordance with Approved Area Plans.” 

Some 52 hectares of land is involved and likely to yield approximately 2,100 housing units. It is an objective of the council to limit the development of residential, commercial or industrial clusters to areas below the 120 metre contour in the Dublin Mountains area, (except where A1 zones are shown in this Plan above the 120 metre contour and also where specific objectives so permit in this Plan), in the interest of pursuing the policy of sustainability in both high amenity and rural areas. 

A Strategic Environmental Assessment (SEA) will also be required. This will provide information on the likely significant effects on the environment of implementing the Plan. SEA is similar to the project based Environment Impact Assessment EIA) in that both procedures attempt to assess in a systematic way the likely consequences for the environment of implementing proposals and to propose methods of minimising potential adverse environmental impacts. Unlike EIA however, SEA occurs earlier in the planning and development process and is applied to the preparation of plans or programmes rather than to individual projects. 

The following are some of the relevant issues for the West Oldcourt Local Area Plan: 

 ·        Water supply, drainage, roads access and open space issues 

 ·        Urban design and the quality of the built environment 

 ·        Existing development constraints in the area 

 ·        Integration of development with adjoining lands 

 ·        Access, density, schools and proximity of the mountains. 

 ·        Strategic environmental assessment 

 ·        Building height 

 ·        Dwelling mix 

Pre-plan consultation. 
If the committee approves the initiation of the process, a notice will be published in the press giving 6 weeks for pre-draft submissions or observations before preparing a draft Local Area Plan.    This will provide for pre-plan consultation with statutory bodies, local residents, public sector agencies, non-governmental agencies, local community groups and commercial and business interests within and adjoining the area.   An issues paper will be available for general consultation purposes.   This paper will be available in the Council Offices, all branches of South Dublin Libraries and on the Council’s website.  
The matters arising out of the consultation will be considered, reported on to the Council and a Draft Local Area Plan will be subsequently prepared. 

 

The following is the draft text of the issues paper:

Pre Draft Consultation Issues Paper 
West Oldcourt Local Area Plan 
  
INTRODUCTION

South Dublin County Council propose to prepare a Local Area Plan for the West Oldcourt area as required by the 2004-2010 Development Plan.   The lands in the West Oldcourt area have been zoned with the following objectives:

· Residential   

· Open Space   

· Local Centre 

This is an ‘Issues Paper’, produced for general consultation purposes, public comment and to stimulate local input. 

 

The primary focus of the Local Area Plan for West Oldcourt is to enable the provision of new residential development in a manner that secures a form of dwelling types (and densities) with adequate services and facilities for the area and its community. 

A Local Area Plan provides an area specific focus, whereby a detailed assessment of local planning issues can be made and pursued with the benefit of local community involvement.   This presents opportunities to set specific goals and objectives that will seek to guide the development of the plan area in accordance with Government Guidelines and Policies and County Council objectives.   The purpose of this document is to initiate the Local Area Plan process for West Oldcourt and support local input.   Local input is considered vital to the process.   This paper refers to planning issues, which are laid out under a series of headings below.   As this is a pre-Draft Plan Consultation paper, this list is not exhaustive.   The topic headings of this paper are:  

 1.     Plan Area 
 2.     Principles of Future Development 
 3.     Housing 
 4.     Local Retail and Commercial Services 
 5.     Community Facilities 
 6.     Infrastructure: Transport and Services 
 7.     Environment, Heritage and Landscape 
 8.     Recreation 
 
 
1 PLAN AREA
The plan area comprises of the lands zoned for development, in the 2004-2010 Development Plan between the Oldcourt Road, Ely Manor housing area, Bohernabreena Road, Bohernabreena Graveyard and the agricultural lands adjoining the Dublin Mountains.  The area comprises approximately 52 hectares to the south of the Firhouse / Ballycullen area.   The Local Area Plan must be in accordance with relevant policies set out in the 2004-2010 South Dublin Development Plan. 

  

2 PRINCIPLES OF FUTURE DEVELOPMENT AT OLDCOURT
The following are important considerations to be made for the plan area. 

· To create a place with its own identity  

· To ensure a complimentary relationship with adjoining development and particularly the Dublin Mountains and River Dodder  

· Ensure efficient delivery of public infrastructure   

· Deliver good quality urban design  

· Ensure good quality development of the overall environment-built and natural 

 

3.0 HOUSING 

3.1 Population and Settlement
Between 2002 and 2005, Firhouse Village and Bohernabreena Electoral District areas have experienced an estimated growth in population of approximately 3,311. 

Information available from the 2002 Census local area statistics details that Firhouse Village and Bohernabreena ED had a combined population of 12,915. The 2005 Dwelling Survey indicates that there are 5,055 existing and occupied dwellings in Firhouse Village and Bohernabreena ED. The 2002 Census indicates that the average number of persons per private household in South Dublin County is 3.21. Using this figure it can be estimated that the population of Firhouse Village and Bohernabreena ED combined for 2005 is 16,226 (i.e. 5,055 x 3.21). 

By 2020, this could rise by  an additional  16,545 the population to an estimated 32,771 persons.  This is an important issue in terms of accommodation needs, provision of services and facilities and provision of infrastructure. Key considerations therefore to be taken into account include: 

·  How can West Oldcourt facilitate in providing for a proportion of this population projection?  

· What housing types and tenures are best suited to facilitate the additional demand for housing?   

· What type of demographic patterns will reside in West Oldcourt?   

· Where should the increase in population be focused/ located in West Oldcourt?  

· Are there any other additional issues here?   

3.2 Housing and Residential Development
The average household size in South Dublin in 2002 was 3.21 persons. This has dropped from an average of 3.5 persons in 1996 and is set to decrease even further in the coming years.   By 2010, the average household size for the urban South Dublin area projected to be 2.64 persons. Having regard to this changing household formation and thus family size, it is estimated that there will be a need for 18,446* additional housing units in South Dublin to accommodate population growth and changing residential requirements between 2006 & 2010. 
(*Source: para 1.3.1.x of the South Dublin County Council Development Plan 2004 -2010). 

 

This equates to an approximate delivery of 3,074 residential units a year between 2004 & 2010.   This is an important issue for South Dublin.   With this, a full spectrum of accommodation requirements will need to be provided for, including social, economic and cultural facilities.   Key considerations to be addressed for housing and residential development include:  

· How can different household sizes and types be catered for?   

· How detailed should design standards for the development of the Local Area Plan area be? 

· How should mixed-use densities be encouraged?  

· How or should the role of the car in the plan area be catered for?  

· What is the desired function/character and role of Oldcourt?  

· How should the Local Area Plan relate to adjoining developed land?  

· How should social and affordable housing be integrated into the Local Area Plan area?  

· How can security and safety be ensured for day and night time living in the Oldcourt area?  

· Are there any other additional issues here?  

4.0 LOCAL RETAIL AND COMMERCIAL SERVICES
In South Dublin, Tallaght is one of two major town centres in the retail hierarchy. The Retail Strategy of the 2004-2010 Development Plan illustrated that the Tallaght Centre is dominated by comparison floor space, which serves an extensive catchment area including the Oldcourt area.  In relation to the Oldcourt area, there are a number of Local Centres in close proximity. Local Centres typically comprise of a small groups of shops, such as g a newsagent, small supermarket/general grocery store, possibly a sub-post office and other small shops of a local nature serving a small, localised catchment population.. Key issues include.
  

· How should local trade and competition be encouraged in the local plan area? 

· Does facilitation of new retail activity need to be made within the Oldcourt area?   

· What would encourage you to shop locally more often?  

· Do public transport links to retail centres need to be provided?  

· What are your impressions on the vitality of retail facilities in South Dublin and environs? In other words, how active and buoyant do you feel local retail services and facilities in South Dublin are?  

· Are there any other additional issues here?   


5.0 COMMUNTY FACILITIES 

5.1 Education

There is an Institute of Technology in Tallaght serving the area and there are other third level centres in the greater Dublin area. There is a second level school at Firhouse (Firhouse Community College) with  an enrolment of 578 pupils in close proximity to the area.   This represents a 14% reduction on pupil numbers from 5 years ago. Regarding primary school enrolment in the last 5 years, both Scoil Carmel and Scoil Treasa have had almost no change, whilst St. Dominics has had a reduction of 15%. In contrast, numbers at Naomh Maelruain and Holy Rosary have increased 16% and 38% respectively. 
Holy Rosary primary School at Ballycragh are in the process of providing additional classrooms to cater for their increased pupil numbers. 

	School 


	Enrolment 

Pupil nos.  
	% change over 5 yrs. 
	Application for accommodation. 

	Naomh Maelruain/Old Bawn 
	330
	+ 16% 
	No 

	Holy Rosary/Ballycragh, Oldcourt 
	414 
	+ 38% 
	Yes 

	Scoil Carmel 
	438 
	0% 
	No 

	Scoil Treasa 
	416 
	+ 1% 
	No 

	St. Dominic’s 
	197 
	- 15% 
	No 

	Firhouse Community College 
	578 
	- 14% 
	No 


The future educational requirements of the area must be considered as part of the Local Area Plan process. Key issues include:  

· What role can West Oldcourt play in facilitating the educational needs of South Dublin?   

· Is there a need for additional primary and/or secondary schools in the Tallaght environs? 

· If so, where should priority be given in terms of provision?  

· Are there any other additional issues here? 

 

5.2 Community, Health & People
A strategic aim of this plan process is to ensure adequate provision of a range of community facilities and services to meet the needs of the local and new populations.  Delivery of such services and facilities by either the Local Authority or other agencies will be dependent on the attainment of a critical mass support population to ensure effective functionality and viability.   The attainment of community facilities can be an important aspect of the Local Area Plan preparation. The development of a sustainable and well served community should be delivered through the desires and needs highlighted from the local community of the Oldcourt area. Key issues include: 

· What range and type of community facilities in your opinion are necessary for the plan area of Oldcourt?

· What locations in the plan area would be most appropriate for different community facilities? 

· Is there an adequate provision of services/facilities for youth?  

· Do you feel more childcare facilities are needed in South Dublin? 

· Is there a need for more after school care services/facilities in South Dublin?  

· Do you feel the existing elderly care facilities of South Dublin are sufficient?  

· How can cycle and pedestrian routes to and from schools be developed?  

· Does accessibility for all to public buildings need to be improved?  

· Are disabled facilities in the area adequate? 

· Do you feel it is safe to walk the urban areas and environs at day and/or night time?  

· Are recycling facilities in South Dublin sufficient?    

· Could locations of bring banks be more accessible? (e.g.: located near churches or schools)  

· Are there any other additional issues here?   


6.0 INFRASTRUCTURE: TRANSPORT & SERVICES 

6.1 Transport
The plan preparation process will assess land use and transportation issues that relate to the Oldcourt area and key development areas that are relevant and within close proximity to the plan area, particularly the Firhouse, Ballycullen, Bohernabreena and Scholarstown areas.   Preparation of the Local Area Plan will involve investigating potential linkages to existing and new development areas within proximity of the plan area and thus creation of a transport system that will synchronise the pedestrian, cyclist and public transport with existing modes. Key issues include:
  

· Do you feel dependence on the car can be reduced in and around South Dublin?  

· How do you feel transport and land use could be integrated? 

· Is traffic management adequate? How could it be improved?  

· Are public transport facilities adequate? How could they be improved? 

· How do you feel accessibility to and from Tallaght Town Centre and internal movements could be improved?   

· How should the transport strategy for the plan area promote the use of public transport?  

· How can the transport strategy reduce the need to travel by private car and enable full mobility provisions for the mobility of all?  

· What type of pedestrian and cyclists linkages would best maximise walking and cycling potential between the plan area and neighbourhood areas?  

· What factors should be taken into account in the identification of access points for new developments in the area?  

· Are there any other additional issues here?  

6.2 Services
South Dublin has a secure supply of water for both domestic and commercial users. Water conservation projects have reduced demands on water sources and increased efficiencies in treatment and delivery of quality water supplies. However, water supply, wastewater treatment, and surface water disposal are all major issues that are addressed in the 2004-2010 Development Plan.

 

The Study area is traversed by 2 major raw water mains supplying the reservoir at Stocking Lane.   This will be a significant constraint on the layout of development.    In relation to the energy network capacity, there are no problems for the foreseeable future. The study area is however traversed by a 220 KV ESB transmission line which will also impact on the layout of development.

 

Oldcourt is on the gas pipeline network, which is a major boost to domestic energy in the area. Broadband telecommunications infrastructure in the South Dublin area is well developed, comprehensive and provides adequate capacity for current requirements and for any likely demand over the coming years. Issues concerning services include:
  

· How should the impact of major utility constraints in the study area be addressed?

· Do you feel there is a need to prioritise utility improvements/ developments?

· How do you feel environmental awareness can be encouraged?  

· Do you feel there are deficiencies in the public infrastructure network serving South Dublin County and beyond?  

· Are there any other additional issues here?   


7.0 ENVIRONMENT, HERITAGE AND LANDSCAPE 

 

7.1 Natural and Built Heritage

It is important that the proposed future development is sensitive to the receiving environment, which includes the Dublin Mountains, and the River Dodder. Issues in this regard include:  

· How do you feel access to the South Dublin heritage areas can be improved? 

· Are there significant views/prospects to be considered?  

· How can policies/objectives of the Local Area Plan contribute to the protection/ enhancement of South Dublin’s heritage and the attributes of the plan area?  

· What are the important features that form the character of the Local Area Plan area and how can new development harness these features effectively?  

· How can the shape of future development best respond to the character of the Local Area Plan area?  

· Are there any other additional issues here? 

 

8.0 RECREATION

8.1 Recreation

There is circa 0.5 Ha of land zoned for open space and recreation within the Local Area Plan boundary at present.    The Local Area Plan will seek to establish landscape objectives that take cognisance of the both the existing landscape character.   The Local Area Plan will identify future public open space requirements with a view to providing space for both passive and active recreation. Relevant issues include:  

· How can the Local Area Plan best provide for existing and potential needs for sports and recreation facilities within the West Oldcourt area?  

· How can the plan provide for good connections and routes for recreational walking and cycling? 

· How can landscape objectives accommodate existing landscape features?   

· How can the design of open spaces deliver on safe, accessible and well-linked areas with good links to the surrounding areas and recreational amenities? 

Making a submission
 

Submissions on the pre-draft consultation should be addressed to;

Jim Johnston,
Senior Executive Planner
Planning Department
South Dublin County Council
County Hall
Dublin 24

 

or by email to westoldcourtlap@sdublincoco.ie
In all cases submissions must be in writing and received by Thursday  10th August 2006. 

All submissions and observations lodged within the above time period and made only to the above postal or email addresses will be taken into consideration during the preparation of the Draft West Oldcourt Local Area Plan.

For further information, please contact Jim Johnston, Senior Executive Planner 01 - 414 9197.

The Next Steps 

 

A Draft  Plan will be prepared and  put on public display for a period of public consultation and comment in the late Autumn. It is intended that the Plan will be finalised in late 2006 by the Council."
A map was also available at the meeting.

http://intranet/cmas/documents/84340_West%20Oldcourt%20Map.jpg


Mr. N. O'Byrne Senior Planner spoke on the report.


Following a discussion to which Councillors J. Hannon, C. Jones, M. Corr, C. King and J. Daly contributed, Mr. N. O'Byrne Senior Planner, responded to queries raised.


The report was NOTED.

T/583/06
SUSPENSION OF STANDING ORDER

It was proposed by An Cathairleach Councillor E. Maloney and AGREED that in accordance with Standing Orders No. 76 to suspend standing orders to deal with a motion in the name of Councillor C. King.
It was proposed by Councillor C. King, seconded by Councillor M. Corr.

"That this Committee calls on the Manager to instruct 'Maplewood Developments Ltd' to cease all works relating to a water tank and pump house on the open space at Beechdale Lawn, Ballycullen until all related planning issues are clarified by the Enforcement section of the Planning Department."

Following a discussion to which Councillors C. King, M. Corr, J. Hannon, J. Daly and C. Jones contributed, Mr. M. Kenny Senior Planner responded to queries raised.  The motion was AGREED.
T/584/06
PROPOSED TALLAGHT TOWN CENTRE MASTERPLAN (LOCAL AREA PLAN) REPORT ON PUBLIC CONSULTATION 

It was proposed by An Cathaoirleach Councillor E. Maloney and AGREED by the Members that Headed Item No. 4 be DEFERRED to a Special Meeting.
T/585/06
NEW WORKS


It was NOTED there was no business under this heading.

T/586/06
CORRESPONDENCE


It was NOTED there was no business under this heading.

T/587/06
CATHAOIRLEACH'S BUSINESS

It was proposed by Councillor E. Maloney and seconded by Councillor J. Neville:

“That this Committee condemns the behaviour of J. P Homes Ltd., for not adhering to the conditions attached to the planning permission granted SDO4A/0731 at Greenhills Road, Tallaght and requests that the Planning Department acts on breaches of any of these conditions”

The following report by the Manger was READ:
"Planning permission, subject to conditions, was granted by An Bord Pleanála on 25 July 2005 (Reference No. PL06S.210123; Register Reference SD04A/0731), for “4 no. linked apartment blocks ranging from 2 to 4 storeys.  The proposed development will consist of 21 no. apartments (comprising of 10 no. 1 beds, 11 no. 2 beds), 2 no. retail units (Block C4), 1 no. temporary advertising board, ancillary accommodation, landscaping, 21 no. surface car spaces accessed from Old Greenhills Road and associated site works.”

Complaints were received in relation to the operation of a crane, the road being covered in dirt/dust, the adjoining house/shop being covered in dust, and work commencing early in the morning.

A Warning Letter pursuant to Section 152 of the Planning & Development Act 2000 issued to the developer on 13 June 2006 in relation to hours of operation.

The Planning & Development Regulations 2001 provide that provision of plant and machinery needed for construction works is exempt from requiring planning permission. The crane on site falls within this category. The Health & Safety Authority have been written to with regard to the safety issues in relation to the crane operation.

An Bord Pleanála did not include conditions in the permission concerning road sweeping or dust prevention. As a result, there is no action open to the Planning Department in relation to these matters. However, Environmental Services Department has been requested to seek to ensure that the road in the vicinity is swept. The Environmental Health Officers have been requested to investigate the complaints regarding dust and noise pollution and deal with these matters under public health legislation.

On 16 June 2006 an Enforcement Notice pursuant to Section 154 of the Planning & Development Act 2000 was served on the developer directing him to cease works on site as he had not complied fully with his planning permission. An Bord Pleanála in its permission included a number of conditions requiring that the developer’s proposals relating to naming and numbering, external finishes, landscaping, boundary treatment, entrance and pedestrian gates, the loading bay, waste management and a management scheme for the development be submitted to the Planning Authority for agreement. 

The developer has since contacted the Council in relation to the issues raised in the Enforcement Notice. He has also submitted proposals to comply with some of the conditions of his permission. These proposals are being examined at present.

An inspection of the site on 21 June 2006 indicated that work had ceased on the site. The site will be monitored."
Following a discussion to which Councillors E. Maloney, J. Neville, M. Corr and K. Warren contributed Mr. M. Kenny, Senior Planner responded to queries raised.  The report was NOTED and it was AGREED that a meeting take place with Inspectors for further discussion and the Members be informed of the outcome.

DEVELOPMENT BUSINESS

T/588/06
QUESTIONS


It was proposed by Councillor E. Maloney, seconded by Councillor M. Corr and RESOLVED:


"That pursuant to Standing Order No. 13, questions 6 to 7, be ADOPTED and APPROVED."

T/589/06
PROVISION OF A MAP OUTLINING BOUNDARIES
QUESTION: Councillor J. Neville

"To ask the Manager to have arranged the provision of a map outlining the boundaries of *details supplied and will such a map highlight those same boundaries?"

REPLY:
The Council is arranging to have the ownership boundaries of the property in question i.e. St Kevin’s Church at Kilnamanagh examined and if a Land Registry map or Deed map for the property is available, a copy will be forwarded to the Councillor as soon as possible.

T/590/06
ERECTION OF FENCING

QUESTION: Councillor J. Neville

"To ask the Manager to adopt the recent request from the Development Department in relation to the piece of land adjacent to *details supplied and will the Manager please note that the erection of such fencing would limit access to the full strip of land in question whilst allowing the Council access to services and for maintenance purposes and will the Manager make a statement on the matter?"

REPLY:

The strip of land in question which runs between Parkwood, Watermill and Old Bawn Estates has been dedicated to the Council but title has not yet been transferred. However in view of complaints received regarding the carrying on of anti-social behaviour in the area, the Council’s Parks Department has been requested to examine the feasibility and cost of providing fencing at suitable points to restrict access to the lands by the public, whilst retaining access for maintenance of services. On receipt of the report from the Parks Department the matter will be further considered. 

T/591/06
NEW WORKS


It was NOTED there was no business under this heading

T/592/06
CORRESPONDENCE


It was NOTED there was no business under this heading

T/593/06
CATHAOIRLEACHS BUSINESS

It was NOTED there was no business under this heading.
T/594/06
ICE SKATING RINK 

The following motion was proposed by Councillor K. Warren and seconded by Councillor C. King;

"That this Committee support the possibility of providing an Ice Skating rink in the County over the Christmas period as it has been a huge success in the Smithfield area and the matter be discussed."

The following report by the Manger was READ and NOTED:
"The Council is investigating the possibility of providing an Ice Skating Rink over the Christmas period at a suitable advantageous central location.

Preliminary research in to the provision of such a temporary facility has indicated that an area of 1080 square meters minimum is required (36 x 30) with a large initial financial outlay from the Council. In order to recoup this outlay the central location of the temporary Ice Skating Rink is crucial.

The Council will seek to identify a suitable site that has the availability of ample car parking which is also necessary to maximize the potential of such a temporary facility, investigate in detail with Ice Skating Rink providers and report back to the members on the matter. Preliminary discussions have also been held in regard to the provision of a permanent facility in the County and should these discussions reach a practicable proposal stage a report will be brought to the members."

Following a discussion to which Councillors K. Warren, M. Corr, J. Neville, C. King and J. Daly contributed, Mr. F. Nevin Senior Executive Officer, responded to queries raised.  The motion was AGREED.
ROADS BUSINESS

T/595/06
QUESTIONS


It was proposed by Councillor E. Maloney, seconded by Councillor M. Corr and RESOLVED:


"That pursuant to Standing Order No. 13, questions 8 - 20 be ADOPTED and APPROVED."
T/596/06
SEQUENCING OF TRAFFIC LIGHT ON BLESSINGTON ROAD 
QUESTION: Councillor M. Corr

"To ask the Manager to review the sequencing of the right turn traffic light at the junction of the Blessington Road and the Cheeverstown Road as it would appear that there are currently unnecessary tailbacks of traffic turning right when there is a significantly lower flow of traffic coming from the Blessington direction?"

REPLY:
The Traffic Section will re-examine the signal sequence and timings at this junction in the light of current traffic movements and amend these if appropriate.  A yellow box has recently been approved by the Traffic Management Committee on the N81 outbound section of this junction, and statutory approval is currently awaited. This should further improve the situation for right-turning traffic exiting from the Cookstown/Cheeverstown Road. 

T/597/06
ERECTION OF WARNING SIGNS & INSTALLATION OF SPEED RAMPS
QUESTION: Councillor M. Corr

"To ask the Manager if he is aware of the concern of parents at *details supplied with regard to speeding and if he will direct that appropriate warning signs be erected and ramps installed at the earliest opportunity?"

 

REPLY:
In response to a large number of requests for traffic calming measures throughout the Council’s administrative area the Council’s Transportation Strategic Policy Committee at its meeting on the 11th May 2006 adopting a new Traffic Calming programme comprising of four schemes in each of the Council’s five electoral areas.  The selection of each individual scheme will be made by the relevant Area Committee. 

The area in question is on the traffic calming request list for the Tallaght South Electoral area.

T/598/06
WATERFLOW REPAIRS
QUESTION: Councillor J. Hannon

"To ask the Manager to confirm that he will now effect any necessary repairs at *details supplied?"

REPLY:
There are issues here regarding water flowing onto the path from a private car-park which are under investigation, at present. When this problem is satisfactorily resolved, the Council will carry out any further, necessary repairs in the public domain.

T/599/06
PROVISION OF PEDESTRIAN MEASURES AT KILLINNINY WAY
QUESTION: Councillor J. Hannon

"To ask the Manager to provide necessary pedestrian measures at Killinniny Way, Ballycullen so as to facilitate the safe movement of pedestrians to schools and other community facilities?"

REPLY:
There are proposals to provide pedestrian measures as part of the "Ballycragh NS/Firhouse Community School" safety measures outlined in the interim report to the May 06 Area Meeting. Additional meetings are to be held in the near future with Schools Representatives, Parents Associations, Gardai etc to finalise the measures with a view to undertaking implementation works in late 2006.

T/600/06
CONSTRUCTION OF CYCLE PATH ON THE OLD BAWN ROAD
QUESTION: Councillor E. Maloney

"To ask the manager to report on the progress to date on the construction of cycle path facilities on the Old Bawn Road and will he make a statement on the matter?"

REPLY:
The Old Bawn Road Cycle Track scheme was initially submitted to the DTO for consideration under the 2004 Traffic Management Grant programme. While it was approved in principle at the time, implementation funding has yet to be agreed.  

T/601/06
TRAFFIC CALMING SCHEME IN THE TYMON AREA
QUESTION: Councillor E. Maloney

 "To ask the Manager when work is expected to commence on the traffic calming scheme for the Tymon area?"

REPLY:
This traffic calming scheme is scheduled to commence in late August / early September 2006.

T/602/06
RAMP ON HOMELAWN ROAD
QUESTION: Councillor E. Maloney

"To ask the Manager to outline what work is required to rectify the ramp on Homelawn Road, and when the matter will be resolved?"

REPLY:
The main issues appear to relate to the actual ramp height which will be examined and, following this inspection and recommendations, remedial work will be undertaken.

T/603/06
REPAIR OF FOOTPATH
QUESTION: Councillor J. Neville

"To ask the Manager to have repaired the footpath at *details supplied  and will the Manager please note that it appears the damage was caused when a traffic calming ramp was constructed adjacent to the footpath and will the Manager make a statement on the matter?"

REPLY:
This location will be put on the footpath repair programme and the necessary repair work will be carried out in the next few weeks.

T/604/06
CONTACT WITH BELGARD ATHLETIC CLUB
QUESTION: Councillor J. Neville

"To ask the Manager if the Roads Department have made contact with Belgard Athletic Football Club as requested in numerous e-mails and if so what was the outcome of such a meeting and if a meeting has still to be held, could it be expedited in view of the genuine concerns felt by members of the club in relation to the viability of their pitch at Belgard Community Centre?"

 

REPLY:
South Dublin County Council is currently starting the procedure of approaching the various land owners affected by the road scheme.  Belgard Athletic Football Club will be contacted in the near future to discuss the possible impact on their pitch.

T/605/06
REPAIR OF KERB AT *DETAILS SUPPLIED
QUESTION: Councillor J. Neville

"To ask the Manager to have arranged the repair/replacement of the kerb at *details supplied which has become loose and is now a danger to both pedestrians & motorists and will the Manager make a statement on the matter?"

REPLY:
This location will be put on this years footpath repair programme and the work carried out as soon as possible.

T/606/06
EXTENSION OF QUALITY BUS CORRIDOR IN TALLAGHT
QUESTION: Councillor K. Warren

“To ask the Manager to outline the proposals currently being considered by the Dublin Transportation Office in conjunction with South Dublin County Council concerning the extension of Quality Bus Corridors throughout the administrative area of South Dublin County Council, specifically if he could state if plans are in place to establish a QBC on the Embankment Road in Tallaght, and on the Greenhills Road in Tallaght, and if he could outline the timeframe involved for such work, and if he will make a statement on the matter?” 

REPLY:
The priority for provision of new QBCs in the greater Dublin Area is based on the QBN Office work programme as agreed from time to time between the QBNO, the DTO and the various agencies. This work programme is currently being reviewed by a multi-agency committee under the chairmanship of the DTO with a view to re-prioritising schemes in line with Transport 21 requirments. While preliminary designs have been prepared for the Greenhills Road QBC, the DTO has advised its opinion that the scheme will require preparation of an EIS.  QBC measures for the Embankment Road are being examined by the QBNO having regard to the road scheme being prepared under the Council's Non-National Roads Programme.      

T/607/06
SPEED RAMPS ON WOOD DALE DRIVE
QUESTION: Councillor K. Warren

“To ask the Manager if he would agree to consider at the earliest possible time, the need to place a number of speed ramps on Wood Dale Drive in Ballycullen, if in the context of progressing the application on behalf of residents in the area, if he would consider taking a contribution from residents, were it to be provided for the purposes of providing such ramps, and if he will make a statement on the matter?”

 

REPLY:
In response to a large number of requests for traffic calming measures throughout the Council’s administrative area the Council’s Transportation Strategic Policy Committee at its meeting on the 11th May 2006 adopting a new Traffic Calming programme comprising of four schemes in each of the Council’s five electoral areas.  The selection of each individual scheme will be made by the relevant Area Committee. 

Wood Dale Drive is on the traffic calming request list for the Tallaght South electoral area. The funding for this traffic calming programme will be from the Council’s own resources.

T/608/06
RE-ALIGNMENT OF GREENHILLS ROAD
QUESTION: Councillor K. Warren

“To ask the Manager to give an update on the current proposals to realign the Greenhills Road, particularly as it relates to residents who live on Birchview Avenue, and residents who live on the adjoining three cul de sacs off the Greenhills Road, the likely timescale in terms of the construction of this realignment, and if he will make a statement on the matter?”

 

REPLY:
The Part 8 report for this road scheme provided for:

(i) A new acoustic wall would be constructed between Birchwood Avenue and Treepark Road; and 

(ii) The existing rear boundary walls at Parkview Estate would be upgraded, if necessary, to achieve proper/adequate noise attenuation. 

It is anticipated that construction works will commence in Autumn 2007 approximately, with a duration at this location of about nine months.

T/609/06
PROPOSED DECLARATION OF ROADS TO BE PUBLIC ROADS.


It was NOTED there was no business under this heading.

T/610/06
NEW TRAFFIC CALMING PROGRAMME

The following report by the Manager which had been circulated was CONSIDERED:

"The current traffic calming programme comprises 8 schemes in each of the 5 Electoral Areas i.e. a total of 40 schemes.   Each scheme was selected by the relevant Area committee.

The present position in relation to this Traffic Calming Programme is as follows:-

Schemes completed




25

Schemes under construction



  3

Schemes to start June/July 2006


  4

Schemes undergoing Part 8 consultation

  4

Schemes to be designed



  4

Following a review of the 25 schemes constructed, it is noted that little or no complaints have been received in relation to traffic movements in these areas.  It is generally accepted that this current Traffic Calming Programme has been very successful.

In light of the Traffic Calming Request List, the Transportation Strategic Policy Committee, at its meeting held on 11th May 2006 adopted a new Traffic Calming Programme comprising 4 schemes in each of the 5 Electoral Areas - 20 in total.  The selection of each scheme will be made by the relevant Area Committee.

Mr. T. Curtin, Administrative Officer, summarized the report.  Following a discussion to which Councillors J. Neville, C. Jones, M. Corr, C. King and J. Daly contributed Mr. T. Curtin, Administrative Officer responded to queries raised.  The report was NOTED.
T/611/06
PART 8 REPORT ON PROPOSED JUNCTION UPGRADE: MAIN STREET/JOHNSTOWN ROAD, RATHCOOLE

The following report by the Manager which had been circulated was CONSIDERED.

"REPORT ON PART 8 LOCAL GOVERNMENT (PLANNING AND DEVELOPMENT) REGULATIONS 2001

PROPOSED JUNCTION UPGRADE

MAIN STREET/JOHNSTOWN ROAD, RATHCOOLE
1.0
Introduction
Part 8 of the Planning and Development Regulations 2001 prescribes the requirements in respect of Local Authority Development for the purposes of Section 179 of the Planning and Development Act, 2000. The Regulations apply to the proposed works involved in the 
JUNCTION UPGRADE: MAIN STREET/JOHNSTOWN ROAD, RATHCOOLE
1.1
Description of the Nature and Extent of the Proposed Development and the Principal Features thereof:

The upgrade of the junction with kerb realignment to each side of Johnstown Road, creating a signalised T-junction layout to replace the existing Y-junction layout, including:

1. Traffic signals with pedestrian crossing signals on all three arms

2.
Approximately 140m of 1.5m wide new footpath

3.
Approximately 180m of footpath upgrade to 1.5m width

4. Removal of existing traffic calming ramp on Johnstown Road adjacent to this junction

5. 
Resurfacing the junction for approximately 40m back along Johnstown Road, 25m on the west arm of Main Street and 45m on the east arm of Main Street

6.
Drop kerbs and tactile paving at the three pedestrian crossings

7.
Landscaping to South Dublin County Council Parks Department requirements
1.3
Consultation Process

The proposal was advertised in accordance with Part 8 of the Planning and Development Regulations 2001 and was on public display from 30th March 2006 until 4th May 2006.  Any person wishing to make a submission or observation with respect to the proposed works was invited to do so in writing. The closing date for receipt of submissions regarding the proposed works was 19th May 2006.

2.0
List of persons or bodies who made submissions or observations with respect to the proposed development: 
1.) Joan Curran, General Secretary, Rathcoole Community Council Ltd., 65 Coolamber Drive, Rathcoole, Co. Dublin.

A file containing the above submission is available for inspection.

3.0
Summary of Main Issues Raised

Observation 1

The traffic lights would slow down the traffic from Kilteel Road.

The traffic lights will do away with the priority of the junction.

Council’s Response

The realignment of the junction and installation of traffic lights are proposed in the interest of the safety of all road users, including vulnerable road users, pedestrians, cyclists and motorists. The proposal will regulate traffic and decrease traffic speeds approaching the junction, in particular from Johnstown /Kilteel Road to Main Street.

Observation 2

There is no turning point at this end of the village and for this reason the use of a roundabout is suggested.

Council’s Response

A roundabout is not a safe or suitable option for this junction due to the steep gradients of the road approaching the junction. In particular, a large number of pedestrians use this junction and their safety will be greatly improved by a signal controlled junction.  

Observation 3

The lights will facilitate rat-running from Naas, as the only building of any importance is The Poitin Stil, which is not used very much during the course of the day, whereas the population has grown on the Kilteel Road.

Council’s Response

A signalised junction will regulate/ control the traffic flows in all directions by the appropriate adjustment of the timings of the lights. 
Observation 4

A pedestrian crossing is needed to the Poitin Stil. 

Council’s Response
Pedestrian crossings are to be provided on all arms of the junction and a footpath is to be provided from the Johnstown Road side of the junction to the Poitin Stil.

Observation 5

A decision should not be made about the junction until the third lane is completed on the Naas Road.

Council’s Response
It is anticipated that completion of the third lane on the Naas Road will not have a significant impact on traffic through Rathcoole Village.

4.0
Indication of the manner in which it is proposed to proceed:

This report is submitted in compliance with the recommendations of the Planning & Development Act, 2000 and Part VIII of the Planning and Development Regulations 2001.

It is recommended that the Council approve the proposed Scheme without modification."
Following a discussion to which Councillors J. Daly and M. Corr contributed Mr. T. Curtin, Administrative Officer responded to queries raised.  The report was NOTED and it was AGREED to defer this item to the September 2006 Tallaght Area Committee Meeting dealing with Roads Business.

T/612/06
PART 8 REPORT ALLENTON/OLD COURT TRAFFIC CALMING SCHEME

The following report by the Manager which had been circulated was CONSIDERED:

"REPORT ON PART 8 OF THE PLANNING AND DEVELOPMENT REGULATIONS 2001 – ALLENTON/OLDCOURT RESIDENTIAL CELL TRAFFIC CALMING MEASURES.

INTRODUCTION:

Part 8 of the Planning and Development Regulations 2001 prescribes the requirements in respect of certain classes of Local Authority Developments. The Regulations apply to the proposed works involved in the provision of traffic calming in Allenton/OldCourt.

DESCRIPTION OF SCHEME AS ADVERTISED:

The proposed works consist of the following:
1. The creation of three cul de sacs at the following junctions:

i) Oldcourt Road/ Ferncourt Avenue



ii) Oldcourt Road/ Allenton Avenue

iii) Allenton Drive in the vicinity of House No. 94

2.
The construction of three non-mountable roundabouts on Oldcourt Road at its junction with:

i) Allenton Drive

ii) Allenton Road



iii) Oldcourt Avenue

3. The provision of eleven(11) standard traffic calming ramps and 
4. Associated Road Signage

CONSULTATION PROCESS:

The Allenton/Oldcourt Traffic Calming Scheme was advertised in accordance with Part 8 of the Planning and Development Regulations 2001, in the Echo on Thursday, 20th January 2005.  The scheme went on public display on Thursday 20th January 2005 to Friday 18th February 2005 at the offices of South Dublin County Council, County Hall, Tallaght and County Library, County Hall, Tallaght, Dublin 24. A leaflet detailing the proposed measures was circulated to each household in this cell.

The closing date for submissions was Friday 4th March 2005.

SUBMISSIONS RECEIVED:

25 submissions were received. A schedule of the submissions is attached to this report and a file containing the submissions is available at the meeting.

ISSUES RAISED AND ROADS DEPARTMENT REPLIES TO THE SUBMISSIONS:
	Concerns Expressed        Submission by: Individual Resident (1)

	1.
	Submission
	Request for additional ramp on Ely Grove in the vicinity of Ely View.

	1.
	Response
	An additional ramp will be installed on Ely Grove in advance of its junction with Ely View.


	Concerns Expressed        Submission by: Individual Resident (2), (4)

	2.
	Submission
	Objecting to road closure on Allenton Drive (rear of Bohernabreena Cottages as

(a) Access to Bohernabreena Road would be via Allenton Drive/Oldcourt Road and Kilininney Road 

(b) Cul de sac would encourage anti social gatherings.

(c) Suggesting additional ramps in place of this road closure.

	2.
	Response
	This cul de sac is considered necessary to prevent rat-running through Allenton Estate.


	Concerns Expressed        Submission by: Individual Resident (16) ,
Holy Rosary  Parents Association(17)

	3.
	Submission
	(a) Objecting to road closures in Allenton as motorists wishing to access Bohernabreena church, cemetery and GAA Lands will have to travel via Oldcourt Road and Killininny Road.

(b) Lack of pedestrian crossing facilities between Ferncourt/ Oldcourt going to the Old Mill. 

	3.
	Response
	(a) This cul de sac is considered necessary to prevent rat-running through Allenton Estate.
(b) There is a pedestrian sequence in the traffic lights at the Old Mill junction.


	Concerns Expressed        Submission by: Individual Resident (3)

	4.
	Submission
	Seeking clarification on position of ramp outside 23 Oldcourt Cottages.

	4.
	Response
	Ramp will be located between 23 and 24 Oldcourt Cottages and will not affect access / egress to either entrance.


	Concerns Expressed        Submission by: Individual Resident (5)

	5.
	Submission
	Objecting to road closure at junction of Allenton Avenue as it will force traffic out onto the heavily trafficked Bohernabreena Road.

Suggesting additional ramps in place of this road closure.

	5.
	Response
	This cul de sac is considered necessary to prevent rat-running through Allenton Estate.


	Concerns Expressed        Submission by: Individual Resident (7), (10)(a),(12)

	6.
	Submission
	(a)Objecting to closure of Ferncourt Avenue as this road provides access to M50.

(b)Suggests traffic calming on Ferncourt Avenue as alternative to road closure.

	6.
	Response
	It is considered that if this road closure was to proceed it would result in  additional traffic movements along Oldcourt Avenue in front of Ballycragh Holy Rosary NS.

Accordingly, it is proposed to construct 3 ramps along Ferncourt Avenue in place of the proposed road closure at the junction of Ferncourt Avenue / Oldcourt Road.


	Concerns Expressed        Submission by: Individual Resident (9) 

	7.
	Submission
	Objecting to closure of Ferncourt Avenue as this will restrict access to his house.

	7.
	Response
	It is considered that if this road closure was to proceed it would result in  additional traffic movements along Oldcourt Avenue in front of Ballycragh Holy Rosary NS.

Accordingly, it is proposed to construct 3 ramps along Ferncourt Avenue in place of the proposed road closure at the junction of Ferncourt Avenue / Oldcourt Road.


	Concerns Expressed        Submission by: Individual Resident (6),(9),(10),(11),(15),(16)
 Holy Rosary  Parents Association (17) 

	8.
	Submission
	Objecting to closure of Ferncourt Avenue as this will increase traffic volume on Oldcourt Avenue.

	8.
	Response
	It is considered that if this road closure was to proceed it would result in  additional traffic movements along Oldcourt Avenue in front of Ballycragh Holy Rosary NS.

Accordingly, it is proposed to construct 3 ramps along Ferncourt Avenue in place of the proposed road closure at the junction of Ferncourt Avenue / Oldcourt Road.


	Concerns Expressed        Submission by: Individual Resident (8)

	9.
	Submission
	Examine creation of a road closure on Oldcourt Avenue.

	9.
	Response
	It is not proposed to create a road closure on Oldcourt Avenue as part of this scheme.


	Concerns Expressed        Submission by: Individual Resident (10)

	10.
	Submission
	(a) Requesting additional ramps on Oldcourt Road (Allenton Road end).

(b) Improved signage at junction of Allenton Road and Oldcourt Road.

	10.
	Response
	(a) 5 additional ramps will be installed on Oldcourt Road as follows:

1. To the side of 95 Allenton Avenue.

2. To the side of 54 Allenton Avenue.

3. In the vicinity of 26A Oldcourt Road.

4. In the vicinity of 13A Oldcourt Road.

5. In the vicinity of 21A Oldcourt Road.

(b) Additional signage will be provided at the junction of Allenton Road and Oldcourt Road.


	Concerns Expressed        Submission by: Individual Resident (13),
Holy Rosary Parents Association (17)(d),Board of Management Ballycragh NS(18)(a)

	11.
	Submission
	(a) Request to close Oldcourt Avenue in vicinity of 1 Oldcourt Avenue.

(b) Install a pedestrian crossing on Oldcourt Avenue.

(c) Improve visibility at rear entrance to school on Oldcourt Road.

(d) Install a pedestrian crossing on Oldcourt Road.

	11.
	Response
	(a) It is not proposed to create a road closure on Oldcourt Avenue as part of this scheme.

(b) The installation of a pedestrian crossing at this location will be examined by the traffic section in conjunction with the school safety survey.

(c) Advance warning signage will be installed on Oldcourt Road in the vicinity of the rear entrance to the school. 

(d) The installation of a pedestrian crossing at this location will be examined by the traffic section in conjunction with the school safety survey.


	Concerns Expressed        Submission by: Individual Resident (6), (14),
 Cllr on behalf of resident (22)

	12.
	Submission
	Requesting an additional ramp on Oldcourt Road in the vicinity of 14A /21A Oldcourt Cottages.

	12.
	Response
	An additional ramp will be installed at this location.

	Concerns Expressed        Submission by: Individual Resident (25)

	13.
	Submission
	Requesting an additional ramp in the vicinity of 13A Oldcourt Road

	13.
	Response
	An additional ramp will be installed at this location.


	Concerns Expressed        Submission by: Individual Resident (15)

	14.
	Submission
	(a) Requesting that Oldcourt Road continue straight down to Old Mill Public House.

(b) Construction of a new ring road linking Oldcourt Road and Bohernabreena Road.

	14.
	Response
	(a) and (b) There are no proposals to construct 
        these roads.


	Concerns Expressed        Submission by: Individual Resident (16)

	15.
	Submission
	If Allenton closures proceed will a left turn lane be provided from Killininny Road onto Bohernabreena Road at the Old Mill junction.

	15.
	Response
	A left turn lane at this location will be examined by the Road Design section.


	Concerns Expressed        Submission by: Individual Resident (16), 
Board of Management Ballycragh NS (18)

	16.
	Submission
	 Requesting a one-way system on Oldcourt Avenue.



	16.
	Response
	The creation of a one-way system at this location will be examined by the traffic section in conjunction with the school safety survey.




	Concerns Expressed        Submission by: Individual Resident (20)

	17.
	Submission
	Opposing a one-way system on Oldcourt Avenue.



	17.
	Response
	The scheme does not provide for a one-way system on Oldcourt Avenue.


	Concerns Expressed        Submission by: Holy Rosary  Parents Association (17) 

	18.
	Submission
	(a) Requesting a controlled junction including pedestrian facilities at the junction of Oldcourt Avenue and Parklands Road

(b) Reduce speed limits at all entrances to schools on Oldcourt Avenue and Oldcourt Road to less than 50km/h

(c) Additional signage and road markings at entrances to schools.

(d) measures to combat speed of vehicles turning into both Oldcourt Avenue and Ferncourt Avenue from Parklands Road. 

	18.
	Response
	(a), (b) and (c) will be examined by the traffic section in conjunction with the school safety survey.

(d) It is considered that the existing traffic calming ramps on Parklands Road are adequate to slow down vehicles entering both Oldcourt Avenue and Ferncourt Avenue.


	Concerns Expressed        Submission by: Board of Management Ballycragh NS (18)

	19.
	Submission
	Improve area in front of school.

	19.
	Response
	The area in front of the school is considered to be satisfactory.


	Concerns Expressed        Submission by: DTO (19)

	20.
	Submission
	Seeking clarification as to purpose of scheme.

	20.
	Response
	This traffic calming scheme is designed to prevent rat-running through Allenton Estate and to reduce the speed of traffic on all the roads in this residential area.


	Concerns Expressed        Submission by: Deputy on behalf of resident (21)

	21.
	Submission
	(a) Any proposals to close Oldcourt Road.

(b) Requesting ramps on Ferncourt View

	21.
	Response
	(a) There is no proposal to close Oldcourt Road.

(b) It is proposed to install an addition ramp in the vicinity of 6 Ferncourt View.


	Concerns Expressed        Submission by: Senator on behalf of resident (23)

	22.
	Submission
	Requesting additional ramp in the vicinity of 41 Ely Close.

 

	22.
	Response
	It is proposed to install an addition ramp in the vicinity of 41 Ely Close.


	Concerns Expressed        Submission by: Individual Resident (24)

	23.
	Submission
	Requesting a traffic island instead of the proposed roundabout at the junction of Allenton Road and Oldcourt Road.

	23.
	Response
	A roundabout is considered to be more effective in controlling traffic movements at this location.


RECOMMENDATION:

It is recommended that the scheme be implemented subject to the following modifications:

Modifications:

1. It is not proposed to proceed with a road closure at the junction of Ferncourt Avenue / Oldcourt Road.


It is proposed to construct 3 ramps along Ferncourt Avenue in place of the proposed road closure. 

2. An additional ramp will be installed on Ely Grove in advance of its junction with Ely View.

3. 5 No.additional ramps will be installed on Oldcourt Road as follows:

a. To the side of 95 Allenton Avenue.



b. To the side of 54 Allenton Avenue.



c. In the vicinity of 26A Oldcourt Road.



d. In the vicinity of 13A Oldcourt Road.



e. In the vicinity of 21A Oldcourt Road.

4.
It is proposed to install an addition ramp in the vicinity of 6 Ferncourt View.

5.
It is proposed to install an addition ramp in the vicinity of 41 Ely Close.
6.
Additional signage will be provided at the junction of Allenton Road and Oldcourt Road.

The recommendation of the Committee will be brought to the County Council for decision.

List of Submissions

1. Ilona Carey.

2. Bernie & Pat Farrelly, Rear of 2 Bohernabreena Cottages, Tallaght, Dublin 24.

3. Cllr John Hannon, South Dublin County Council.

4. Kieran Delappe, 2A Bohernabreena, Tallaght, Dublin 24.

5. Caroline, Paddy, Karl & Patrick Revins, 53 Allenton Avenue, Ballycragh, Tallaght, Dublin 24.

6. Dominic Finnegan, 14A Old Court Cottages, Tallaght, Dublin 24.

7. Allyson & Anthony Rooney, 39 Ely View Old, Old Court Road, Dublin 24.

8. Joseph Byrne, 10 Old Court Avenue, Firhouse, Dublin 24.

9. Jackie Taylor.

10. Paula Brady, 4 Old Court Lawn, Firhouse, Dublin 24

11. Sandra O’ Callaghan, 13 Oldcourt Avenue, Firhouse, Dublin 24.

12. Greg Kelly, 59 Ferncourt Green, Firhouse, Dublin 24.

13. Keith White, 20 Old Court View.

14. Aisling Breathnach, 21a Old Court Cottages.

15. Thomas Hurley, Proprietor, Old Court Garden Centre, “Haarlem Court”, Old Court Road, Firhouse, Dublin 24.

16. Tom & Margaret Handly, 21 Old Court Manor, Old Court, Dublin 24.

17. Holy Rosary Parent’s Association, C/O Holy Rosary National School, Gerri Goan(Chairperson), Louise Hayes(Secretary) & Margaret Hayes(Treasurer), Old Court Avenue, Ballycragh, Dublin 24.

18. Ballycragh National School, Rosemary Lavelle (Chairperson) & Max Cannon (Priomh Oide),  Old Court Avenue, Balycragh, Dublin 24

19. Dublin Transportation Office, John Henry, Floor 3, Hainault House, 69-71 St Stephens Green, Dublin 2.

20. Aileen O’Dwyer-Papp.

21. Deputy Conor Lenihan, Minister of State for Overseas Development and Human Rights, Department of Foreign Affairs, on behalf of Ms Helen McCarthy, 6 Ferncourt View, Firhouse, Dublin 24.

22. Cllr John Hannon, South Dublin County Council on behalf of Dominic Finnegan, 14A Old Court Cottages, Tallaght, Dublin 24.

23. Deputy Brian Hayes, on behalf of Mr Alan Leon, 41 Ely Close, Ballycullen, Dublin 24.

24.
Jennifer McEvoy, 15 Allenton Road, Firhouse, Dublin 24.

25.
Christopher Griffin, 13A Oldcourt Road, Dublin 24."
Mr. T. Curtin summarised the report.
Following a discussion to which Councillors C. Jones, J. Hannon, J. Daly, C. King, E. Maloney and M. Murphy contributed Mr. T. Curtin Administrative Office and Mr. T O'Grady, Senior Engineer responded to queries raised.

It was proposed by Councillor E. Maloney, seconded by Councillor M. Corr and AGREED that:

"The Committee recommend to the full Council that the Scheme as modified be implemented."
T/612/06
REPORT ON PROPOSED EXTINGUISHMENT OF PUBLIC RIGHT OF WAY AT 16 WHITEBROOK PARK, TALLAGHT, DUBLIN 24 MAP REF: RE 0606

The following report which had been circulated was CONSIDERED:
"The following report was considered at the Tallaght Area Committee Meeting on the 27th February, 2006.

“An application has been received from Housing Maintenance and the residents of Whitebrook Park to formally extinguish the public right-of-way at 16 Whitebrook Park due to anti-social behaviour.  It is proposed to affect the closure by means of lockable gates”. 

Following consideration of the report, it was agreed to initiate the procedure.

The proposal to extinguish the public right-of-way was advertised in the Echo on Thursday 9th March 2006 and signs were erected on site in accordance with Section 73 of the Roads Act, 1993.  The latest date for receipt of objections, representations and requests for an oral hearing was 25th April, 2006.

One objection was received in response to the public advertisement/notice.

The objection does not relate to any specific matter on this laneway but is in response to the non closure of the “laneway” between Whitebrook and Raheen.

Bord Gais, Eircom, ESB and NTL have stated that they have no objections to the proposed extinguishment.

Water, Drainage, Public Lighting and Parks Sections have stated that they have no objection to the proposed extinguishment.

The decision regarding the extinguishment of a public right-of-way and the granting of an oral hearing is a reserved function of the Council.

Any recommendation of the Committee will be brought to the attention of the Council."
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Mr. T. Curtin, Administrative Officer spoke on the report.

Following a contribution from Councillor J. Neville, Mr. T. Curtin, Administrative Officer, responded to the query raised.

It was proposed by Councillor E. Maloney, seconded by J. Neville and AGREED.
"That this Committee recommends to the Council that the public right of way at the location mentioned in the above report be extinguished."
T/613/06
CORRESPONDENCE


It was NOTED there was no business under this heading.
T/614/06
CATHAOIRLEACH'S BUSINESS
It was proposed by Councillor E. Maloney and seconded by Councillor J. Neville:
"That this Committee calls on the Roads Department to install as a matter of priority Pedestrian Lights at the junction of Belgard Road and Embankment Road to facilitate people from Kingswood Heights walking to the Belgard stop of the Luas line in view of a serious accident that occurred at this location recently."

The following report by the Manager which had been circulated was READ:
"The suitability of providing pedestrian facilities at this location was examined jointly by the Roads Department and the RPA prior to construction of the LUAS Line A, and was considered unsuitable in light of layout and available widths. In addition, it was felt that pedestrian movements in the general area were adequately catered for. In this regard, the Kingswood stop is seen as the appropriate facility for the Kingswood and Kilnamanagh areas, with the Belgard stop primarily serving passengers west of the Belgard Road."

Following a discussion to which Councillors E. Maloney, J. Neville and J. Daly contributed Mr. T. Curtin, Administrative Officer, responded to queries raised.  The report was NOTED and it was AGREED to defer this item to September Meeting of the Traffic Management Study Group.
T/615/06
PUBLIC RIGHT OF WAY IN BALROTHERY ESTATE


It was proposed by Councillor E. Maloney and seconded by J. Neville:

“That this Committee supports the initiation of the process to extinguish the right of way at the following locations within Balrothery Estate, Tallaght:

Laneway at 283

Laneway at 132/153

Opening at 153/154"

The following report by the Manager which had been circulated was READ:

"The procedure for the extinguishment of public rights of way is a reserved function of the Elected Members of the Council in accordance with Section 73 of the Roads Act, 1993.

Roads Department do not currently have an application to extinguish the right of way at 283 Balrothery Estate, however, Housing Maintenance have indicated that they are in the process of preparing an application for submission to Roads in order to initiate the procedure.

With regard to the laneway at 132/153 Balrothery Estate, Roads Department do not have an application for extinguishment for this location and Housing Maintenance have also confirmed that they have not received an application for closure in this regard.

Contact was made with Housing Maintenance by residents regarding the proposed closure at 153/154 Balrothery Estate.  As the houses are backing onto Tymon Park a number of options are currently being considered with a view to closure."

Following a discussion to which Councillors E. Maloney, J. Neville and M. Murphy contributed Mr. T Curtin, Administrative Officer, responded to queries raised.  The report was NOTED and it was AGREED to initiate the procedure to extinguish the public rights of way at the following locations:
283 Balrothery

153/154 Balrothery

63 Balrothery
and a progress report would be available for the September Tallaght Area Committee Meeting dealing with Roads Business.
CORPORATE SERVICES BUSINESS

T/616/06
QUESTIONS


It was proposed by Councillor E. Maloney, seconded by Councillor M. Corr and RESOLVED:


"That pursuant to Standing Order No. 13, questions 21 to 22 be ADOPTED and APPROVED."

T/617/06
DRAFT POLLING SCHEME

QUESTION:
Councillor K. Warren

"To ask the Manager when he intends to publish a draft polling scheme for the Dail constituency of Dublin South West, as required under the Electoral (Polling Schemes) Regulations 2005, if in this context he will ensure that the Draft Scheme being prepared will take account of recent housing developments in the Dublin South West constituency, specifically, the Ballycullen, Kiltipper, Fortunestown, The Belfry and The Square areas, and the need to provide new polling places in such areas to ensure voters have readily available places of polling close to where they live, which doesn’t require public transport, and if she will make a statement on the matter?"

REPLY:

Section 28 of the electoral Act, 1992 specifies that each Local Authority shall make a polling scheme at least every 10 years.

The purpose of the polling scheme is simply to divide the county in to polling districts and appoint a polling place for each polling district.

The most recent polling scheme in South Dublin was made by the Council in 2003.

It is therefore not necessary to make a polling scheme at this time. However it should be noted the Register of Electors is updated annually to take account of new developments in all areas, changes in family circumstances, e.g. persons becoming eighteen years of age,  persons moving to new areas, deaths etc.

The review of the current Register will commence shortly and will take account of all the items listed above.

T/618/06
BREAKDOWN OF ELECTORS IN THE DUBLIN SOUTH WEST CONSTITUENCY

QUESTION:
Councillor K. Warren

To ask the Manager to state how many houses and electors exist within the Dublin South West constituency, and to give a breakdown of this information in respect of the three local authority areas of Tallaght South, Tallaght Central and Terenure/Rathfarnham, and if he will make a statement on the matter?

REPLY:

The total number of houses in the Dublin South West Constituency as per the Dwelling Survey of March 2005 is as follows:

	Dublin South West Constituency 2005

	Electoral Area


	District Electoral Division
	Number of Houses

	Tallaght Central
	Clondalkin-Ballymount
	619

	
	Tallaght-Kingswood
	1399

	
	Tallaght-Kilnamanagh
	1542

	
	Tallaght-Millbrook
	1314

	
	Tallaght-Avonbeg
	562

	
	Tallaght-Glenview
	477

	
	Tallaght-Tymon
	1823

	
	Tallaght-Springfield
	2466

	
	Tallaght-Belgard
	556

	
	Tallaght-Old Bawn
	1399

	
	Total
	12,157

	Tallaght South
	Tallaght-Jobstown
	4725

	
	Ballinascorney (Part of)
	275

	
	Tallaght-Fettercairn
	1930

	
	Tallaght-Kiltipper
	2740

	
	Bohernabreena
	1364

	
	Tallaght-Killinarden
	1225

	
	Firhouse Village
	3691

	
	TOTAL
	15,950

	Terenure/Rathfarnham
	Templeogue-Limekiln
	1335

	
	Terenure-St. James
	1134

	
	Templeogue-Osprey
	856

	
	Templeogue-Cypress
	1005

	
	Templeogue-Orwell
	764

	
	Templeogue Village
	880

	
	TOTAL
	5,974


Electoral Division of Clondalkin Ballymount contains two polling districts GA and GB.  (GB) is in the Dublin South West Constituency. (GA) is in the Dublin South Central Constituency – the figure given above includes both polling districts.

The total number of Electors on the current register 2006/07 is as follows:

	Electoral Area
	 Number of Electors

	Tallaght South 
	 36,824

	Tallaght Central
	 28,703

	Terenure/Rathfarnham
	 52,779


The total number of electors in the Dublin South West Constituency 2005 is 72,998.  (It should be noted the constituency of Dublin South West includes electors from parts of the Terenure/Rathfarnham Electoral area.)

T/619/06
NEW WORKS


It was NOTED there was no business under this heading.

T/620/06
CORRESPONDENCE

Letter dated 16th May, 2006, from the Office of the Minister for Justice, Equality and Law Reform regarding a question passed at the Tallaght Are Committee Meeting of 14th December, 2005 requesting a report on the Garda Youth Diversion Projects in Tallaght West.

Letter dated 16th May, 2006, from the Office of the Minister for Justice, Equality and Law Reform regarding a question passed at the Tallaght Are Committee Meeting of 14th December, 2005 requesting a report on the Garda Youth Diversion Projects in Tallaght West, was NOTED.

Letter dated 1st June, 2006, from Dublin Bus regarding questions passed at the Tallaght Area Committee Meeting 27th March, 2006, requesting two additional bus shelters.

Letter dated 1st June, 2006, from Dublin Bus regarding questions passed at the Tallaght Area Committee Meeting 27th March, 2006, requesting two additional bus shelters, was NOTED.

http://intranet/cmas/documentsview.aspx?id=7960
http://intranet/cmas/documentsview.aspx?id=8100
Councillor M. Corr wished to extend her thanks to the Cathaoirleach Councillor E. Maloney and commended him on his fine performance in chairing the meetings throughout the year.  All Councillors wish to be associated with these sentiments.
The Cathaoirleach in return extended his gratitude to all Councillors and Council staff for their co-operation throughout the year.  The Roads Manager also extended his thanks to the Members for their support.

The meeting concluded at 5.00 pm.
Siniú:





Dáta:




An Cathaoirleach
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