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25" July. 2006.

Please quote my Ref. No. BR/July 06/06

~Mr. Dick Roche, T.D.,
Minister for Environment, Heritage and Local Government,
Department of Environment, Heritage and Local Government,
Custom House,
Dublin 1.

A Chara,

I have been requested by the members of Kerry County Council to write to you
concerning the cutting of roadside hedges during the months of March to August each
year. Members said that in accordance with the provisions of the Wildlife Act 1976 the
culting of hedges is not permitted between the 1% March and 1** September despite the
fact that all the growth occurs during this period. Overgrown hedges have become a
cause for serious concern to members and they requested a derogation from these
provisions to allow the cutting of roadside hedges only in order to ensure the safety of
all road users. Members also pointed out that roadside hedges comprise a small
pereentage of all hedges in the country and it would not be detrimental to wildlife if the
cutting of these hedges was permitted.

Please consider this matter and let me have your response at your convenience.
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