Response to Outstanding Valid Council Motions not Agreed in respect of the Proposed Tallaght Town Centre Local Area Plan

4)    Motions to be referred to SPC

17, Residential to be Owner Occupier/ Rented Social or RASS

"That this Council aims for all residential development to be for predominantly long term use be that owner/occupier, rented social housing or RAS. That this objective be referred to the Planning & Housing Policy Committees to work out how best to implement, including the possibility of setting up a special unit to enforce private landlord registration and conditions, no permission for Section 23 projects etc."
18, Management Committees

"That recommendation No 10 becomes the starting point for a discussion on Management Companies to take place at a joint meeting of the Planning & Housing special policy committees. The recent policy adopted by Fingal CC should be included as part of the presentation on a draft policy. Given that the Council does not even have the names of the Management Company Directors as per the Planning Permission, again it is clear that resources are needed in this area and this might dovetail with the unit as proposed in Motion No 17."
38, Separate Dept to monitor Management Committee  
“That this Council set up a department of it's own to monitor Management Companies in the Town Centre area as a way of  alleviating some of the problems, that are currently presenting themselves, in the future.”
42, Bye-laws for Management Companies

"That this Committee supports the introduction of a Council Bye-Law to regulate any Estate Management Companies which come into operation within any building in the area included in the Master-Plan."

There are a series of concerns expressed in the motions, which while all relevant to Town Centre living, are not the types of issues that can be comprehensively dealt with in a Local Area Plan. At present, the Government are awaiting the report from the Law Reform Commission which will deal with many of these issues. The Government’s  proposed new national property services regulatory authority is intended to regulate many of these operations which are at present deficient. It will have the function of licensing, regulating and dealing with complaints about property management service providers or agents.

The proposal is that these motions be referred to the Strategic Policy Committees for Housing / Social and Economic Development / Planning.

6)     25 Community Hall Belgard Rd

"That this Committee hereby rescind the proposal outlined in 4.4.3 to replace the existing community hall on the Old Belgard Road and furthermore this Committee recognises the valuable service provided to the residents of Belgard Heights by the presence of such a Community Hall and will ensure the continued existence of the present community facilities there."

The outcome as envisaged in the Proposed Local Area Plan is that “The area to the north of the station will be the focus of community development with more sensitive low-medium scale residential development”. The existing community uses at present accommodated in the Belgard Heights on the site will be maintained in any new arrangement and indeed there would be potential to expand the facilities. As the land is part of the Council Estate, the terms of any disposal or any agreement on the site will be subject to the agreement of the Elected Members.



7)    
 26 Westpark Gateway

"That this Committee while noting recommendation 4.15.3 in the Tallaght Town Centre proposed Local Area Plan dated April, 2006 hereby delete the proposal outlined in 4.15.7 in the same report pertaining to a gateway building at the junction of the N81 and the Belgard Road in view of its proximity to Westpark Estate."
The area indicated for some form of Landmark building at the junction of the N81 and the Belgard Road is not part of the original open space requirement that was planned as part of the Westpark development. This is Council owned land. The intention is that some form of Community / Crèche type building would be provided which would both provide a landmark and at the same time utilise the land for the Tallaght community infrastructure.


8)     27 TYS Facility

"That this Committee while noting recommendation 23 in the Manager’s Report on Submissions dated June, 2006 and while welcoming the submissions from Tallaght Youth Service and the And Foroige club hereby commit South Dublin County Council to identifying a Council owned site within Tallaght Central for such a facility and a time-frame for the identification of such a site."

It is considered that the objective “to cooperate with and facilitate the Tallaght Youth Service in providing a Youth Centre Facility be included in the Plan” provides the flexibility to work with all relevant agencies and landowners in identifying a site. For example, the pending move by VEC staff from their premises on the Main Road in Tallaght would provide such an opportunity without imposing the constraint of the site being in Council ownership.


9)     34 Bus Plug

"That recommendation 14 of the Manager's report be amended to change the times allowed for traffic movement on this road from 7 – 10am in the mornings and 4 – 7pm in the evenings."
The Roads and Traffic Department have reported that the times as specified in the motion are the very times where the free flowing requirement for public transport is required The message from the public consultation was that the lack of passing vehicles on this stretch of road at night-time was preventing the supervision that would normally be provided by passing motorists. . It is considered that the objective that the “Buses Only” restriction traffic along the Old Blessington Road on the section that passes St. Maelruan’s Church operates from 7am to 7pm represents a good compromise.

10)    35 18 Storey Building

"That no building whether it hotel or business use be 18 storeys high."

The provision of a Landmark Building in the Plan is firmly tied in to the development of Phase IV of The Square and the delivery of a number of key outcomes listed, such as the Land-bridge to Sean Walsh Park and the dedicated underground vehicular access to The Square Shopping Centre from the N81. While these key outcomes are essential, there is flexibility in the means of encouraging the developers to provide this infrastructure as part of the scheme. It is recommended that the objective be replaced by the requirement for a “suitable landmark building” that would be subject to a separate consultation programme when a more detailed proposal can be formulated, possibly by means of a design competition.
Motion 20.

"That this Committee while welcoming recommendation 1 in the Manager’s report on submissions received (dated June, 2006) also seeks clarification on how such an objective can be achieved, the time-frame for achievement of such an objective and that this objective be an integral part of any review undertaken by South Dublin County Council."


“Motion 20” is seeking clarification and is not formulated as a motion.

