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Meeting of South Dublin County Council
Monday 10th July 2006

HEADED ITEM NO H-I (16)
REPORT ON PUBLIC CONSULTATION PHASE OF DRAFT COUNTY PLAY POLICY
The draft County Play Policy formulated and agreed by the Sports, Recreation, Community and Parks Strategic Policy Committee was considered and recommended for approval by the Council at its Meeting held on the 10th April 2006.
http://www.sdublincoco.ie/sdcc/departments/community/publications/doc/5931FinalDraftofPlayPolicy24042006.doc
Play Policy Presentation to Area Committees:

http://www.sdublincoco.ie/index.aspx?pageid=3207
Submissions were invited by Public Advertisement on the 27th April 2006 with a closing date of Wednesday 24th May 2006.

Four number submissions were received as follows; 

· County Childcare Committee,
· David & Shuna Hutchinson Edgar, 202 Virginia Heights, Tallaght,

· Tallaght RAPID Area Implementation Team
· A Joint submission on behalf of the following 8 Residents Associations (Boden Park, Residents Associations, Whitecliff Residents Association, Moyville Estate Residents Association, Bolton Hall Action Group, Palmer & Pearse Brothers Park, Residents Association, Kingston Court Residents Association, Boden Villas Residents Association.).

The County Childcare submission contained a number of comments rather than any submission, welcoming the creation of Play Spaces and the importance now being placed on play. 
· The submission from David & Shauna Hutchinson Edgar relates to the expansion of Play facilities into new developments, particularly in the higher density type developments, provision of facilities for different age groups and provision of access to play facilities for children with special needs. 

The first two points are catered for in the Draft Play Policy and in relation to the last point, all new playground proposals are proofed for disability access and a programme of upgrading older playgrounds commenced last year with the Griffeen Valley Park Playground in Lucan. Selected items of equipment are provided that are available for use by all children including those with various disabilities. 

It should be noted that not all equipment provided is accessible by children with every type of disability. The intention is to provide the widest range of Play Challenge and Opportunity in an integrated way for children of varying abilities. 
· Tallaght RAPID Area Implementation Team– Submission 
The key issues here relate to monitoring of play areas and problem solving. These and other similar issues will be dealt with in accordance with Action No. 7 of the Draft Policy which states that South Dublin County Council will “Develop a framework for the future role and responsibilities for the local authority, the Community and other bodies in the development and Management of Public Playgrounds and Play areas”.
· The Joint Submission – On behalf of the 8 Resident Associations from the Ballyboden Area -  makes much reference to the Ballyboden Village Plan which is a separate process to the Play Policy, and specific comments made in relation to the Draft Play Policy are as follows.
Playground ratio to population: specific guidelines for developers: provision of play facilities in apartment blocks developments of Home Zones: provision of play facilities seems to be only the concern of the Parks Department. 
In relation to the Playground ratio, mentioned in the Draft Policy, the submission felt that this should be adjusted to reflect that the Camac Valley Caravan Park is not open to the general public and while this is strictly true it is available for use by visitors to the County of which there were 21,544 in 2005 of which 4,254 were children. Rewording of the Draft Policy suggested to read as follows; 
“South Dublin County Council currently provides 9 playgrounds for use by residents and visitors to the County”.

The submission also suggests that specific guidelines be drawn up by the Council, for developers indicating the type of playground/play facilities that are expected of them in any new developments / apartment blocks.

It is intended that the Planning Framework developed under Action No. 1 of the Policy will address the provision of guidelines for developers and will address the provision of guidelines for playgrounds and play facilities in new developments to facilitate greater distribution at local level. 

The Development of Home Zones is encouraged under Action No. 9 of the Draft Policy and currently the development of a Home Zone is being actively encouraged within the Adamstown Development. 

The submission also makes the point that provision of play facilities seems only to concern the Parks Department. The Draft Play Policy was drawn up by a Working Group comprised of representatives of the Community/Parks & Planning Departments and members of the Sports, Recreation, Community & Parks Strategic Policy Committee. The Planning Department are actively involved in this area and have been instrumental in facilitating the provision of equipped play areas by developers in new developments at Adamstown and Hunters Wood, Ballycullen in recent years. 

As can be seen from the above, there are no major issues affecting the wording and intent of the Policy and it is therefore recommended that the Draft Play Policy as previously submitted  be adopted, with the amendment in relation to the wording of playground ratio, as mentioned above included. 

