COMHAIRLE CHONTAE ATHA CLIATH THEAS

SOUTH  DUBLIN  COUNTY  COUNCIL

	Minutes of South Dublin County Council meeting held on 12th June 2006


	PRESENT


	Councillors
	Councillors

	Ardagh, M.
	Laing, S.

	Corr, M.
	Maloney, E.

	Cullen, G.
	McCarthy, F.

	Daly, J.
	McDermott, T.

	Daly, M.
	Murphy, M.

	Dowds, R.
	Neville, J.

	Gilligan, T.
	O’Conchúir, S.

	Hannon, J
	O’Connell, G.

	Jones, C.
	Ridge, T.

	Keane, C.
	Tuffy, E.

	Keating, D.
	Walsh, E.

	King, C.
	Warren, K.

	Lahart, J.
	


OFFICIALS PRESENT

	County Manager
	J. Horan 

	Directors / Heads of Function
	T. Doherty, P. Smith, P. Poole, B. Hickey, J. Walsh, C. Henehan and M. Pyne

	Senior Parks Superintendent
	C. Boylan

	Senior Executive Officers
	G. Keogh, E. Cunningham, B. Coman, P. Murphy, J. Quinlivan, F. Nevin, M. Judge, M. Fagan, M. O’Shaughnessy

	Senior Planners
	M. Kenny

	Senior Executive Engineer
	S. Fagan 

	A/Senior Executive Engineer
	C. Lambert

	Senior Staff Officer
	U. Donnellan

	Staff Officer
	T. Fallon

	Clerical Officer
	M. Dunne

	IT Support
	G. McManus



An apology for inability to attend was received from Councillor A. White.

The Mayor, Councillor T. Ridge presided.  
(C/0340/06)  
CONFIRMATION AND RE-AFFIRMATION OF MINUTES
a) Minutes of Meeting of South Dublin County Council, 8th May 2006 which had been circulated, were submitted and APPROVED as a true record and signed.
(C/0341/06)
TERENURE/RATHFARNHAM AREA COMMITTEE (1) - 2ND MAY 2006. DEALING WITH ROADS, PLANNING, DEVELOPMENT AND CORPORATE SERVICES.
It was NOTED that there was no report under this heading.
(C/0342/06)
TERENURE/RATHFARNHAM AREA COMMITTEE (2) - 9TH MAY 2006. DEALING WITH COMMUNITY (1 REPORT - GRANTS), PARKS, ENVIRONMENT AND HOUSING.
Community Business 
The  following report by the Manager, which had been circulated, was CONSIDERED
:
“Application for Grants 

Application for grants under the Council’s Community Grants Scheme has been received from the organisations listed below. Payment of these grants to these organisations, in accordance with the conditions of the Scheme, in the amounts set out hereunder, is recommended for approval:-

	Ref:
	Group

	Type of Application


	Date of Application
	Amount



	GF 1393
	14th Ballyroan Scouting Ireland,

Marian Road,

Ballyroan,

Dublin 16


	Major Equipment


	27/02/06
	€  3,000

	GF 1408
	Ballyboden St. Enda’s GAA & Camogie Club,

Firhouse Road,

Templeogue,

Dublin 16


	Extension to Single Interest Facilities


	04/04/06
	€25,000



	GF 1398
	W.O.R.K. Residents Association Ltd.,

Templeogue,

Dublin 16
	Environmental Improvement


	08/03/06
	€    500

	GF 1399
	W.O.R.K. Residents Association Ltd.,

Templeogue,

Dublin 16


	Minor Equipment


	08/03/06
	€    800

	GF 1403
	65th Greenhills Scouts,

Limekiln Green,

Dublin 12.


	Volunteer Training 


	28/03/06
	€    500


Application for Grants (Arts Act 2003)

Application for a grant under the Council’s Arts Grants Scheme has been received from the organisation listed below. Payment of this grant to this organisation, in accordance with the conditions of the Scheme, in the amount set out hereunder, is recommended for approval:-

	Ref:
	Group

	Type of Application


	Date of Application
	Amount



	SCRA 1729

AGF 539
	Scoil Rince Bastable Warren,

44 Woodlawn Park Grove,

Firhouse,

Dublin 24.
	Arts Grant towards 2006 Programme
	25/04/06
	€1,200


Report on Summer Projects 2006

Summer Projects are aimed at providing a supervised programme of recreational and educational activities for young people over a consecutive number of weeks in the summer period. Emphasis is placed on community involvement and the development of resources and groups within localities. A wide range of activities are encouraged such as arts & crafts, sports, educational trips, drama, films, games etc. The use of available community facilities (schools, community centres, halls, open spaces) is also encouraged.

South Dublin County Council assists Summer Projects in the County area by way of grant-aid, assistance in kind, organised activities and staff support. In 2006 it is estimated that approximately 10,000 young people in the Council’s administrative area will participate in projects.

County Dublin V.E.C have agreed o continue their financial support to Summer Projects for the year 2006. These grants will be complementary to the above resulting in co-ordination between the two authorities, ensuring there is added value from this approach. 

Catholic Youth Care provides insurance cover for Summer Projects.  

It should be noted that in some cases the necessary insurance cost will be deducted from the grant provided by South Dublin County Council and will be paid directly to Catholic Youth Care.

Name of Project:


Duration of Project
     Grant Amount
St Judes Summer Project 


4 Weeks


€1,600

Kimmage Manor

Summer Project



2 Weeks


€   750

Holy Spirt

Greenhill’s Summer Project

3 Weeks


€1,250

St Pius X

Summer Project



2 Weeks 


€   750

Whitechurch

Summer Project



3 Weeks


€1,500

Application for Grants (Arts Act 2003)

Application for a grant under the Council’s Arts Grants Scheme has been received from the organisation listed below.  Payment of this grant, in accordance with the conditions of the scheme, in the amount set out hereunder, is recommended for approval.

	Ref:
	Group

	Type of Application


	Date of Application
	Amount

€

	AGF 311
	Irish Woodturner’s Guild,

Dublin Chapter
	Annual Exhibition in County Hall and Woodturning demonstration in Larch Hill
	13/03/06
	€800


It was proposed by Councillor S. Laing and seconded by Councillor M. Ardagh and RESOLVED:

“That this Committee recommends that South Dublin County Council APPROVE payment of the above grants as recommended in the foregoing report.”

It was proposed by Councillor T. Ridge seconded by Councillor T. McDermott and RESOLVED:
“That the recommendations contained in the report of the South Dublin County Council Terenure/Rathfarnham Area Committee (2) 9th May 2006 – Community Department be ADOPTED and APPROVED.”
(C/0343/06) 
TALLAGHT AREA COMMITTEE (1) - 15TH MAY 2006.
DEALING WITH ENVIRONMENT, PARKS, COMMUNITY (1 REPORT - GRANTS)  AND HOUSING.
Community Business: 
The report by the Manager, which had been circulated, was CONSIDERED:

“Application for Grants

Applications for grants under the Council’s Community Grants Scheme have been received from the organisations listed below.  Payment of these grants, in accordance with the conditions of the scheme, in the amounts set out hereunder, is recommended for approval.

	Ref:
	Group

	Type of Application
	Date of Application
	Amount



	SCRA 410/ GF 1407
	An Cosan,

Kiltalown Village Centre,

Fortunestown Road,

Jobstown, Tallaght,
Dublin 24
	Upgrading of Single Interest Facilities
	10/04/06
	€5,000

	SCRA 1727/ GF 1413
	Ard Mor Court Summer Project,

Ard Mor Court,

Brookview, Tallaght,

Dublin 24.
	Community Activity
	06/04/06
	€500

	SCRA 517/ GF 1411
	Knockadoon Summer Project,

St. Mary’s Priory,

Tallaght,

Dublin 24.
	Community Activity
	20/04/06
	€500

	GF 1417
	St. Aengus Knockadoon Week Project,

39 Heatherview Avenue,

Aylesbury, Tallaght, Dublin 24.
	Community Activity
	
	€500


	GF 1422
	Family Resource Centre,

16 Main Road,

Tallaght,

Dublin 24.
	Community Activity
	15/03/06
	€500

	GF 1423
	Glenasmole Summer Project,

6 Kiltipper Close,

Tallaght,

Dublin 24.
	Community Activity
	15/03/06
	€500


A Contribution is being made to the following group:
	Ref:
	Group

	Type of Application


	Date of Application
	Amount



	
	Firhouse Kenpo Club,

27 Ellensborough Drive,

Kiltipper Road,

Tallaght,

Dublin 24.
	Contribution towards World Championships in Utrecht
	27/04/06
	€300


Application for Grants (Arts Act 2003)

Application for a grant under the Council’s Arts Grants Scheme has been received from the organisation listed below.  Payment of this grant, in accordance with the conditions of the scheme, in the amount set out hereunder, is recommended for approval.

	Ref:
	Group

	Type of Application


	Date of Application
	Amount

€

	SCRA 120/ AGF 519
	Tallaght Choral Society,

27 Brompton Court

Castleknock

Dublin 15.


	Arts Grant

In addition to the €600 already approved
	13/02/06
	€400


Report on Summer Projects 2006

Summer Projects are aimed at providing a supervised programme of recreational and educational activities for young people over a consecutive number of weeks in the summer period. Emphasis is placed on community involvement and the development of resources and groups within localities. A wide range of activities are encouraged such as arts & crafts, sports, educational trips, drama, films, games etc. The use of available community facilities (schools, community centres, halls, open spaces) is also encouraged.

South Dublin County Council assists Summer Projects in the County area by way of grant-aid, assistance in kind, organised activities and staff support. In 2006 it is estimated that approximately 10,000 young people in the Council’s administrative area will participate in projects.

County Dublin V.E.C have agreed to continue their financial support to Summer Projects for the year 2006. These grants will be complementary to the above resulting in co-ordination between the two authorities, ensuring there is added value from this approach. 

Catholic Youth Care provides insurance cover for Summer Projects.  

It should be noted that in some cases the necessary insurance cost will be deducted from the grant provided by South Dublin County Council and will be paid directly to Catholic Youth Care.

Name of Project:

Duration of Project

Grant Amount
Sacred Heart Summer Project

4Weeks



€2,000

Kilnamanagh Summer Project

3 Weeks


€1,250

Tallaght Travellers Summer Project
4 Weeks


€2,000

Fettercairn Summer Project

3 Weeks


€1,500

Killinarden Community Council

Summer Project



4 Weeks


€2,000
Glenshane/ Rossfield

Summer Project



4 Weeks


€2,000

Citywise



8 Weeks


€2,000

Ballycragh Summer Project

3 Weeks


€1,500

Brookview Summer Project

4 Weeks


€2,000

Little By Little



3 Weeks


   €750

It was proposed by Councillor E. Maloney, seconded by Councillor J. Neville and RESOLVED:-
“That this Committee recommends that South Dublin County Council approve payment of the above grants as recommended in the foregoing report”

It was proposed by Councillor T. Ridge seconded by Councillor E. Maloney and RESOLVED:
“That the recommendations contained in the report of the South Dublin County Council Tallaght Area Committee (1) 15th May 2006 – Community Department be ADOPTED and APPROVED.”
(C/0344/06)
TALLAGHT AREA COMMITTEE (2) - 22ND MAY 2006.
DEALING WITH ROADS, PLANNING (1 REPORT – PROPOSED VARIATION), DEVELOPMENT AND CORPORATE SERVICES.
It was NOTED that this report was being dealt with under Headed Item No. 6 at today’s meeting.
(C/0345/06)
LUCAN /CLONDALKIN AREA COMMITTEE (1) - 27TH APRIL 2006.
DEALING WITH DEVELOPMENT, PLANNING, CORPORATE SERVICES (1 REPORT - SPECIAL COMMITTEE) AND ROADS.
The following report by the Manager, which had been circulated, was CONSIDERED: 

Corporate Services Business:
“Proposed North Kildare/South Dublin Alliance Committee

“The following report was presented at the Lucan/Clondalkin Area Committee Meeting (1) held on 27th April 2006:

“An informal alliance between the Members of North Kildare Area and the Members of the Lucan /Clondalkin Area Committee has been formed and a number of information meetings have taken place in Naas and in Clondalkin.

The Members are as follows:

North Kildare:
Cllr. Kevin Byrne, Cllr. Gerry McDonagh, 

Cllr. Geraldine Conway, Cllr. Senan Griffin, Cllr. Paul Kelly, Cllr. John McGinley (Mayor), Cllr. Katie Ridge.

Lucan/Clondalkin:
Cllr. Therese Ridge (Mayor), Cllr. Robert  Dowds,

Cllr. Trevior Gilligan, Cllr. Shane O’Connor, 

Cllr. Fintan McCarthy, Cllr. Eamon Tuffy, 

Cllr. Derek Keating, Cllr. Gus O’Connell.

The Alliance Group had its inaugural meeting on 14th September 2005 and its most recent meeting on 20th March 2006.

The aim of the Group is to formulate an agreed approach to cross-cutting issues and the terms of reference are:

· Transportation

· Planning

· Liffey Valley Linear Park

· Areas of mutual interest, generally

The alliance group meet on the first Monday of every second month at 

4 p.m., the venue alternating  between St. Mary’s, Naas Offices and the Council’s Clondalkin Offices.

It is proposed that this Committee be formalised as a Special Committee in accordance with Standing Orders, and accordingly the approval of the Council is required to this proposal.” 

The Committee APPROVED the proposal and accordingly it is recommended to the Council that a Special Committee in accordance with Standing Orders be formalised.”
It was proposed by Councillor T. Ridge seconded by Councillor D. Keating and RESOLVED:
“That the recommendations contained in the report of the South Dublin County Council Lucan/Clondalkin Area Committee (1) 27th April 2006 – Corporate Services Department be ADOPTED and APPROVED.”
(C/0346/06)

LUCAN /CLONDALKIN AREA COMMITTEE (1) - 16TH MAY 2006.
DEALING WITH DEVELOPMENT, PLANNING, CORPORATE SERVICES AND ROADS (2 REPORTS- EXTINGUISHMENT OF RIGHTS OF WAY).
Roads Business:

The following reports by the Manager, which had been circulated, were CONSIDERED:
“REPORT OF LUCAN/CLONDALKIN AREA COMMITTEE MEETING 16th May, 2006

(i) PROPOSED EXTINGUISHMENT OF PUBLIC RIGHT OF WAY AT 39/45 LEALAND AVENUE, CLONDALKIN – MAP REF: RE 0801

The attached report was considered at the Lucan/Clondalkin Area Committee Meeting on 16th May 2006.

It was proposed by Councillor R. Dowds, seconded by Councillor T. Gilligan and AGREED:

“That this Committee recommends to the Council that the public right of way at 39/45 LEALAND AVENUE, CLONDALKIN, – MAP REF: RE 0801 be extinguished.

The extinguishment is to effected by means of lockable gates and  no part of this section of laneway is to be incorporated into adjoining gardens.”

The decision regarding the extinguishment of a public right-of-way is a reserved function of the Council.

If the Council agrees to the recommendation, the following resolution is required:

“South Dublin County Council in pursuance of its power under Section 73 of the Roads Act, 1993 hereby orders that the public right –of-way at 39/45 LEALAND AVENUE, CLONDALKIN, as shown coloured red on Drawing No.  RE 0801 be extinguished.”

MEETING OF LUCAN/CLONDALKIN AREA COMMITTEE (1)

TUESDAY 16th MAY 2006
HEADED ITEM No. 4     
REPORT ON PROPOSED EXTINGUISHMENT OF PUBLIC RIGHT OF WAY  AT 39/45 LEALAND AVENUE, CLONDALKIN – MAP REF RE 0801

The following report was considered at the Lucan/Clondalkin Area Committee Meeting on the 21st February, 2006.

“An application has been received from Housing Maintenance and the residents of Lealand Avenue to formally extinguish the public right-of-way at 39/45 Lealand Avenue, Clondalkin due to antisocial behaviour and closure is to be effected by means lockable gates”.

Following consideration of the report, it was agreed to initiate the procedure.

The proposal to extinguish the public right-of-way was advertised in the Echo on Thursday, 9th March, 2006 and signs were erected on site in accordance with Section 73 of the Roads Act, 1993.  The latest date for receipt of objections, representations and requests for an oral hearing was 25th April, 2006.

No submissions were received in response to the public advertisement/notice.

Bord Gais, Eircom and ESB have stated that they have no objections to the proposed extinguishment.

NTL has no objections to the proposed extinguishment but request that they be contacted in advance of any works regarding the possibility of old network at this location.

Public Lighting Section, Drainage and Water Sections have no objections to the proposed extinguishment.

The decision regarding the extinguishment of a public right-of-way and the granting of an oral hearing is a reserved function of the Council.

Any recommendation of the Committee will be brought to the attention of the Council.”
(ii) REPORT ON PROPOSED EXTINGUISHMENT OF PUBLIC RIGHT OF WAY AT 118/139/140 ARTHUR GRIFFITH PARK, LUCAN MAP REF RE 0604

The attached report was considered at the Lucan/Clondalkin Area Committee Meeting on 16th May 2006.

It was proposed by Councillor F. McCarthy, seconded by Councillor D Keating and AGREED:

“That this Committee recommends to the Council that the public right of way at 118/139/140 ARTHUR GRIFFITH PARK, LUCAN, as shown coloured red on Drawing No. RE 0604 be extinguished.”

The decision regarding the extinguishment of a public right of way is a reserved function of the Council.

If the Council agrees to the recommendation, the following resolution is required:

“South Dublin County Council in pursuance of its power under Section 73 of the Roads Act, 1993 hereby orders that the public right of way at 118/139/140 ARTHUR GRIFFITH PARK, LUCAN, as shown coloured red on Drawing No. RE 0604 be extinguished.” 

MEETING OF LUCAN/CLONDALKIN AREA COMMITTEE (1)

TUESDAY 16th MAY 2006
 HEADED ITEM No. 5     
REPORT ON PROPOSED EXTINGUISHMENT OF PUBLIC RIGHT OF WAY AT 118/139/140 ARTHUR GRIFFITH PARK, LUCAN

MAP REF RE 0604

The following report was considered at the Lucan/Clondalkin Area Committee Meeting on the 21st February, 2006.

“An application has been received from Housing Maintenance and the residents of Arthur Griffith Park to formally extinguish the public right-of-way at 118/139/140 Arthur Griffith Park due to antisocial behaviour and to effect the closure by means lockable gates”.

Following consideration of the report, it was agreed to initiate the procedure.

The proposal to extinguish the public right-of-way was advertised in the  Echo on Thursday, 9th March, 2006 and signs were erected on site in accordance with Section 73 of the Roads Act, 1993.  The latest date for receipt of objections, representations and requests for an oral hearing was 25th April, 2006.

No submissions were received in response to the public advertisement/notice.

Bord Gais and Eircom have stated that they have no objections to the proposed extinguishment.

ESB have no objection provided that a lockable gate is affixed and access to the laneway is maintained.

NTL has no objections to the proposed extinguishment but request that they be contacted in advance of any works regarding the possibility of old network at this location.

Public Lighting Section and Water Section have no objections to the proposed extinguishment.

Drainage Section have indicated the presence of a foul sewer in the laneway, however, have no objection provided access is maintained.

The decision regarding the extinguishment of a public right-of-way and the granting of an oral hearing is a reserved function of the Council.

Any recommendation of the Committee will be brought to the attention of the Council.

It was proposed by Councillor T. Ridge, seconded by Councillor R. Dowds and RESOLVED:
“That the recommendations contained in the reports of the South Dublin County Council Lucan/Clondalkin Area Committee (1) 16th May 2006 – Roads Department be ADOPTED and APPROVED.”
(C/0347/06)
LUCAN/CLONDALKIN AREA COMMITTEE (2) - 23RD MAY 2006.
DEALING WITH ENVIRONMENT, PARKS, COMMUNITY (1 REPORT - GRANTS) AND HOUSING.
Community Business:

The report by the Manager, which had been circulated, was CONSIDERED:
“Applications for grants under the Council’s Community Grants Scheme have been received from the organisations listed below. Payment of these grants, in accordance with the conditions of the Scheme and in the amounts set out hereunder, is recommended for approval:

	Ref:
	Group

	Type of Application


	Date of Application
	Amount



	GF 1420
	Quarryvale Festival,

Quarryvale Community & Leisure Centre,

Greenfort Gardens,

Clondalkin,

Dublin 22.


	Community Activity
	15/03/06
	€500

	GF 1419
	Foxdene Summer Project,

Ronanstown Youth Service,

Neilstown Village Centre,

Neilstown Road,

Clondalkin,

Dublin 22.
	Community Activity
	15/03/06
	€500

	GF 1418
	Summer Bratz,

Ronanstown Youth Service,

Neilstown Village Centre,

Neilstown Road,

Clondalkin,

Dublin 22.
	Community Activity
	15/03/06
	€500


Report on Summer Projects 2006

Summer Projects are aimed at providing a supervised programme of recreational and educational activities for young people over a consecutive number of weeks in the summer period. Emphasis is placed on community involvement and the development of resources and groups within localities. A wide range of activities are encouraged such as arts & crafts, sports, educational trips, drama, films, games etc. The use of available community facilities (schools, community centres, halls, open spaces) is also encouraged.

South Dublin County Council assists Summer Projects in the County area by way of grant-aid, assistance in kind, organised activities and staff support. In 2006 it is estimated that approximately 10,000 young people in the Council’s administrative area will participate in projects.

County Dublin V.E.C have agreed to continue their financial support to Summer Projects for the year 2006. These grants will be complementary to the above resulting in co-ordination between the two authorities, ensuring there is added value from this approach. 

Catholic Youth Care provides insurance cover for Summer Projects.  

It should be noted that in some cases the necessary insurance cost will be deducted from the grant provided by South Dublin County Council and will be paid directly to Catholic Youth Care.

Name of Project:

Duration of Project

Grant Amount
Clondalkin Travellers


4 Weeks


€2,000

Bawnogue Summer Project

3 Weeks


€1,500

Lucan Youth Fun


2 Weeks


€750

Neilstown Summer Project

2 Weeks


€900

Quarryvale Summer Project

2 Weeks


€900

Rowlagh Summer Project 

2 Weeks


€900

Esker Summer Project


2 Weeks


€750

Sruleen Summer Project


3 Weeks


€1,250

Clonburris Summer Project

4 Weeks


€1,600

Clondalkin Village Summer 

Project




4 Weeks


€1,600

St. Ronan’s Summer Project

2 Weeks


€900

Knockmitten Area Summer

Project




3 Weeks


€1,500

It was proposed by Councillor Fintan Mc Carthy, seconded by Councillor Eamon Tuffy and RESOLVED:-
“That this Committee recommends that South Dublin County Council approve payment of the above grants as recommended in the foregoing report”.

It was proposed by Councillor T. Ridge, seconded by Councillor R. Dowds and RESOLVED:
“That the recommendations contained in the report of the South Dublin County Council Lucan/Clondalkin Area Committee (2) 23rd May 2006 – Community Department be ADOPTED and APPROVED.”
(C/0348/06)
STANDING COMMITTEES - ORGANISATION, PROCEDURE AND FINANCE COMMITTEE, 18TH MAY 2006

The following report by the Manager, which had been circulated, was CONSIDERED:

a) Draft Calendar of Meeting Dates.
At the Organisation, Procedure and Finance Committee Meeting held on 18th May 2006 the following draft calendar of meeting dates was presented to the Members for approval:

DRAFT CALENDAR OF MEETING DATES

4th July – 27th October 2006

	DATE
	MEETING/FUNCTION
	STARTING TIME
	CLOSING DATE FOR RECEIPT OF BUSINESS

	Mon. 3rd July
	
	
	

	Tues. 4th July
	
	
	

	Wed. 5th July
	
	
	

	Thurs. 6th July
	
	
	

	Fri. 7th July
	
	 
	


	DATE
	MEETING/FUNCTION
	STARTING TIME
	CLOSING DATE FOR RECEIPT OF BUSINESS

	Mon 10th July

	Corporate Policy Group

County Council Meeting
	12.30 p.m.–2.00 p.m.

3.30 p.m. – 6.30 p.m.
	27/06/06

Business to SEO Corporate Services

	Tues. 11th July
	
	
	

	Wed. 12th July
	
	
	

	Thurs. 13th July
	
	
	

	Fri. 14th July
	
	
	

	DATE
	MEETING/FUNCTION
	STARTING TIME
	CLOSING DATE FOR RECEIPT OF BUSINESS

	Mon. 17th July
	
	
	

	Tues. 18th July


	
	
	

	Wed. 19th July
	
	
	

	Thurs. 20th July
	
	
	

	Fri. 21st July
	
	
	


	DATE
	MEETING/FUNCTION
	STARTING TIME
	CLOSING DATE FOR RECEIPT OF BUSINESS

	Mon. 24th July
	
	
	

	Tues. 25th July 
	
	
	

	Wed. 26th July
	
	
	

	Thurs. 27th July
	
	
	

	Fri. 28th July
	
	
	


AUGUST – NO MEETINGS – SUMMER BREAK
	DATE
	MEETING/FUNCTION
	STARTING TIME
	CLOSING DATE FOR RECEIPT OF BUSINESS

	Mon. 4th Sept
	
	
	

	Tues. 5th Sept
	Terenure/Rathfarnham Area Committee (1)

Roads, Planning, Development & Corporate Services
	3.30 p.m. – 5.30 p.m.
	23/08/06

Business to SEO Roads & Traffic Department

*(For planning files see below)


	Wed. 6th Sept
	Environment Strategic Policy Committee
	5.30 p.m. – 7.00 p.m.
	07/08/06

Business to Director of Environmental Services

	Thurs. 7th Sept
	Housing and Social Development Strategic Policy Committee
	5.30 p.m. – 7.00 p.m.
	08/08/06

Business to Director of Housing

	Fri. 8th Sept
	
	
	


*Planning file requests to be received by 30/08/06
	DATE
	MEETING/FUNCTION
	STARTING TIME
	CLOSING DATE FOR RECEIPT OF BUSINESS

	Mon. 11th Sept
	Corporate Policy Group

County Council Meeting
	12.30 p.m.–2.00 p.m.

3.30 p.m. – 6.30 p.m.
	29/08/06

Business to SEO Corporate Services

	Tues. 12th Sept
	Terenure/Rathfarnham Area Committee (2)

Community, Parks, Environment & Housing
	3.30p.m. – 5.30 p.m.
	30/08/06

Business to SEO Roads & Traffic Department

	Wed. 13th Sept.
	Sports, Recreation, Community Development Strategic Policy Committee
	5.30 p.m. – 7.00 p.m.
	14/08/06

Business to Director of Community Services

	Thurs. 14th Sept.
	Transport Strategic Policy Committee
	5.30 p.m. – 7.00 p.m.
	15/08/06

Business to Director of Transportation

	Fri. 15th Sept.
	
	
	


	DATE
	MEETING/FUNCTION
	STARTING TIME
	CLOSING DATE FOR RECEIPT OF BUSINESS

	Mon. 18th Sept.
	Tallaght Area Committee (1)

Environment, Parks, Community & Housing
	3.30 p.m. –5.30 p.m.
	05/09/06

Business to SEO Housing Department

	Tues. 19th Sept.
	
	
	

	Wed.  20th Sept.
	Lucan/Clondalkin Area Committee (1)

Development, Planning, Corporate Services & Roads

Economic Development (Planning and Development ) Strategic Policy Committee


	3.30 p.m. – 5.30 p.m.

6.00 p.m. – 7.30 p.m.
	07/09/06

Business to SEO Planning Department

*(For planning files see below)

21/08/06

Business to Director of Economic Development

	Thurs. 21st Sept.
	Traffic Management Meeting

Organisation, Procedure and Finance Committee (in committee)
	1.15 p.m. – 3.30 p.m.

3.30 p.m. – 6.00 p.m.
	08/09/06

Business to SEO Corporate Services

	Fri. 22nd Sept.
	
	
	


*Planning file requests to be received by 14/09/06
	DATE
	MEETING/FUNCTION
	STARTING TIME
	CLOSING DATE FOR RECEIPT OF BUSINESS

	Mon. 25th Sept.
	Tallaght Area Committee (2)

Roads, Planning, Development & Corporate Services
	3.30 p.m. –5.30 p.m.
	12/09/06

Business to SEO Housing Department

*(For planning files see below)

	Tues. 26th Sept.
	Lucan/Clondalkin Area Committee (2)

Environment, Parks, Community & Housing
	3.30 p.m. – 5.30 p.m.
	13/09/06

Business to SEO Planning Department

	Wed.  27th Sept.
	Deputations


	2.00 p.m. – 6.00 p.m.


	

	Thurs. 28th Sept.
	Arts, Culture, Gaeilge, Education & Libraries Strategic Policy Committee
	5.30 p.m. – 7.00 p.m.
	29/08/06

Business to Director of Community Services.

	Fri. 29th Sept.
	
	
	


*Planning file requests to be received by 19/09/06 

	DATE
	MEETING/FUNCTION
	STARTING TIME
	CLOSING DATE FOR RECEIPT OF BUSINESS

	Mon. 2nd Oct.
	
	
	

	Tues. 3rd Oct.
	Terenure/Rathfarnham Area Committee (1)

Roads, Planning, Development & Corporate Services
	3.30 p.m. – 5.30 p.m.
	20/09/06

Business to SEO Roads & Traffic Department

*(For planning files see below)


	Wed. 4th Oct.
	
	
	

	Thurs. 5th Oct.
	
	
	

	Fri. 6th Oct.
	
	
	


*Planning file requests to be received by 27/09/06
	DATE
	MEETING/FUNCTION
	STARTING TIME
	CLOSING DATE FOR RECEIPT OF BUSINESS

	Mon. 9th Oct.
	Corporate Policy Group

County Council Meeting
	12.30 p.m.–2.00 p.m.

3.30 p.m. – 6.30 p.m.
	26/09/06

Business to SEO Corporate Services

	Tues. 10th Oct.
	Terenure/Rathfarnham Area Committee (2)

Community, Parks, Environment & Housing
	3.30p.m. – 5.30 p.m.
	27/09/06

Business to SEO Roads & Traffic Department

	Wed. 11th Oct..
	
	
	

	Thurs. 12th Oct.
	
	
	

	Fri. 13th Oct.
	
	
	


	DATE
	MEETING/FUNCTION
	STARTING TIME
	CLOSING DATE FOR RECEIPT OF BUSINESS

	Mon. 16th Oct.
	Tallaght Area Committee (1)

Environment, Parks, Community & Housing
	3.30 p.m. –5.30 p.m.
	03/10/06

Business to SEO Housing Department

	Tues. 17th Oct.
	Lucan/Clondalkin Area Committee (1)

Development, Planning, Corporate Services & Roads
	3.30 p.m. – 5.30 p.m.
	04/10/06

Business to SEO Planning Department

*(For planning files see below)

	Wed.  18th Oct.
	
	
	

	Thurs. 19th Oct.
	
	
	

	Fri. 20th Oct.
	
	
	


*Planning file requests to be received by 11/10/06
	DATE
	MEETING/FUNCTION
	STARTING TIME
	CLOSING DATE FOR RECEIPT OF BUSINESS

	Mon. 23rd Oct.
	Tallaght Area Committee (2)

Roads, Planning, Development & Corporate Services
	3.30 p.m. –5.30 p.m.
	10/10/06

Business to SEO Housing Department

*(For planning files see below)

	Tues. 24th Oct.
	Lucan/Clondalkin Area Committee (2)

Environment, Parks, Community & Housing
	3.30 p.m. – 5.30 p.m.
	11/10/06

Business to SEO Planning Department

	Wed. 25th Oct.
	Deputations


	2.00 p.m. – 6.00 p.m.


	

	Thurs. 26th Oct.
	
	
	

	Fri. 27th Oct.
	
	
	


*Planning file requests to be received by 17/10/06
Due to a clash of meeting dates of the Dublin Mid-Leinster Regional Health Forum and the Lucan-Clondalkin Area Committee (1) It was agreed to re-schedule the September Lucan/Clondalkin Area Committee (1) Meeting from Tuesday 19th to Wednesday 20th September.   As a result, it should also be noted that the starting time of the Economic Development SPC Meeting is now scheduled for 6:30 p.m.

The above Calendar reflects this change and is now before the Members for Approval.”
Mr. G. Keogh drew Members’ attention to the fact that the Lucan/Clondalkin Area Committee (1) in September had been moved to Wednesday 20th. It was also pointed out that with regard to the current calendar a special meeting of the Terenure/ Rathfarnham Area Committee will be held on 22nd June 2006 in relation to the Draft Ballyboden Village Plan.

The Calendar, as amended, was APPROVED.

b) Filling of Vacancies on Sports, Recreation, Community Development SPC and Irish Public Bodies Mutual Insurances Ltd.

The following report by the Manager which was circulated was CONSIDERED: 

“At the Organisation, Procedure and Finance Committee Meeting held on 18th May 2006 the following report was presented to the Members:

“At the Council meeting held on 13th March 2006 Councillor Gerard Cullen was co-opted to replace Councillor Colm Tyndall.  Vacancies arising from Councillor Tyndall’s resignation still exist on the following committees:

a) Environment Strategic Policy Committee

b) Sports, Recreation, Community Development Strategic Policy

c) Irish Public Bodies Mutual Insurances Ltd

It is a matter for the Council to appoint a replacement for Councillor C. Tyndall to each of the above positions.

This is now before the Members for consideration.”

The following nominations were agreed:

Irish Public Bodies Mutual Insurances Ltd.

It was proposed by Councillor C. Keane, seconded by Councillor T. Ridge and AGREED that :

“Councillor J. Daly be appointed as the South Dublin County Council Nominee to Irish Public Bodies Mutual Insurances Ltd. following the resignation of Councillor C. Tyndall.”
Sports, Recreation, Community Development Strategic Policy Committee
It was proposed by Councillor C. Keane, seconded by Councillor T. Ridge and AGREED that :

“Councillor G. Cullen fill the vacancy on the Sports, Recreation and Community Development Strategic Policy Committee following the resignation of Councillor C. Tyndall.”

The nominations listed are now before the Council for approval.”
c) Nominations to Community Linkage Fund Assessment Panel.

The following report by the Manager which had been circulated was CONSIDERED:

“The following report was presented to the Members at the Organisation, Procedure and Finance Committee meeting on 18th May 2006: 

“The Community Linkage Contribution Fund (CLF) forms part of South Dublin County Council’s Integrated Area Plans (IAP) for Tallaght and Clondalkin. The purpose of the Fund is to assist the development, in the IAP designated communities, of projects and programmes which will address local community need and improve the quality of life for the residents of the areas.

Designated IAP Communities for the Tallaght and Clondalkin areas are as follows:

· Clondalkin:
Bawnogue, Deansrath, Balgaddy, Neilstown, Rowlagh & Quarryvale 

· Tallaght:

Fettercairn, Brookfield, Jobstown & Killinarden

The second round of Community Linkage Funding was launched in early 2006, with a closing date of Friday 28th of April 2006.  In line with the Fund guidelines, evaluation panels, one each for Tallaght and Clondalkin, will undertake the assessment of applications and make a recommendation to the IAP Monitoring Committees regarding funding allocation.  The Monitoring Committee will then make a formal recommendation to the elected Council of South Dublin County.  South Dublin County Council via the elected members will have the final say in the development of this programme.

Two distinct evaluation Panels will be formed for each Fund, consisting of the following membership:  

· Two public representatives 

· One council official 

· One local development / community sector representative

· Two external independent experts 

Accordingly, the following nominations are now before the elected members for consideration:

2 Public Representatives for inclusion on the Tallaght CLF Evaluation Panel 

2 Public Representatives for inclusion on the Clondalkin CLF Evaluation Panel

Additional Information 
· Key criteria and guiding principles of the Community Linkage Fund

The core purpose of the Community Linkage Fund is to assist the development of projects and programmes to address local community need and enhance the quality of life for people living in IAP designated communities.

A number of key themes were identified by the IAP Monitoring Committees for the distribution of the Community Linkage Funding.  These are:

A.  Youth and Youth work, with a particular emphasis on… 

· Targeting those young people who are most disadvantaged

· Developing already existing community resources/premises to ensure their relevance to young people 

· Enhancing leadership capacity within the sector

B. Community, with particular reference to…
· Building civic education/awareness and responsibility 

· Supporting, strengthening and building community capacity to manage projects and programmes including the co-ordination of community facilities

· Promoting the integration of non-nationals/migrants 

· Developing and resourcing the local economy 

C.  Community/Personal Safety theme, primarily through supporting environmental projects that have as their focus personal and community safety

D.  Cross-cutting applications - Developing proposals which address more than one of the above 

· Background & Context
In 1999 the Council, in partnership with a number of local development groups, produced Urban Renewal Integrated Area Plans (IAP’s) for both Tallaght and Clondalkin. These plans were drawn up using the Urban Renewal Act of 1998. Both plans were produced in the context of addressing the physical, economic, social and environmental regeneration of the town centres and the neighbourhood centres in adjoining areas which are in need of investment. 

The aim of the plans are to attract private investment into the areas by means of tax incentives. This is happening in the Town Centres and in the Designated Neighbourhoods in Clondalkin and Tallaght. One of the innovative aspects of the IAP’s was the inclusion of the Community Linkage Contribution - a mechanism to transfer some of the benefits from the successful Town Centre sites to the disadvantaged areas of West Tallaght and North and South West Clondalkin.  The Community Linkage Contribution, which is set at  €2.54 /sq. ft of development (excluding multi-storey or underground car-parking), is paid by investors/developers into a fund immediately prior to receiving their Final Tax Incentive. This grant scheme is as a result of these contributions.
The Integrated Area Plans were produced following a considerable amount of community participation. The CL Fund offers an opportunity for the local government, local development, statutory and social partner sectors to indirectly avail of the benefits of the tax incentive scheme and thus help address local community needs and improve the quality of life for residents of the area.” 

At the meeting it was agreed that Councillors G. O’Connell and S. O’Connor be nominated to the Clondalkin CLF Evaluation Panel, and that Councillors M. Corr and J. Daly be nominated to the Tallaght CLF Evaluation Panel.  

These nominations are now before the Council for approval.”
It was proposed by Councillor T. Ridge, seconded by Councillor K. Warren and RESOLVED:
“That the recommendations contained in the reports of the South Dublin County Council Organisation, Procedure and Finance Committee 18th May 2006 be ADOPTED and APPROVED.”
(C/0349/06)
ENVIRONMENT SPC MEETING, 3/05/06 – REPORT
The following report by the Manager which had been circulated was CONSIDERED: 

“The Environment Strategic Policy Committee met on Wednesday 3rd May.  

Reports were considered on the following:

(a)
Report on Bring Bank Working Group

“The working group has met on three occasions and are currently finalising their report for the September meeting of the Strategic Policy Committee.  The report will outline the implementation required to achieve the objectives of the group which are:

-
Increasing the number of locations of bring banks.

-
Increasing the usage of bring banks thus increasing recycling.

-
Reducing the misuse of bring banks i.e. dumping, littering and antisocial behaviour


by making recommendation in the following areas

1. Developing procedures for the siting and maintenance of bring banks.

2. Preparing guidelines in conjunction the Planning Department regarding the provision of local community recycling facilities at planning stage.

3. Recommending the inclusion of bring bank facilities in all publicly funded buildings e.g. Community Centres, Sports facilities.

4. Developing a pilot programme to trial the use of new initiatives e.g. underground bring banks particularly in high density areas.”

It was agreed that a more comprehensive report be presented at the next meeting of the Committee.  

(b)
Report on Sustainable Energy

Mr Tony McDermott, Chair of SPC had requested that the agenda provide for a discussion on the Council’s commitment to Sustainable Energy Policy, to cover both the Council’s own operations and the practices it promotes with the public and with businesses.

Due to the absence of the Chair from this meeting the item was deferred to the next committee meeting, at which time a report will be presented to the Committee for discussion.

(c)  Report on End of Life Vehicle Regulations

“INTRODUCTION
In February 2006, the Dept of Environment Heritage and Local Government (DoEHLG) published Draft End of Life Vehicle Regulations, inviting submissions by 24 March 2006

These Regulations will require provision by the motor industry of Authorised Treatment Facilities, which will accept for treatment, (free-of-charge) old vehicles (cars & vans) that have reached the end of their useful life.  This will enable the owner of a car or small van, when the vehicle reaches the “end-of-life”, to take it to an Authorised Facility where it can be dismantled and disposed of in a way that will reduce environmental pollution. The purpose of the Regulations(which are  implementing an EU Directive made in 2000) is to ensure recovery and recycling  of the components of vehicles, and to ensure the vehicles are dismantled and disposed of in a way that doesn’t cause environmental pollution.

RESPONSIBILITIES
· Operators that accept end-of-life vehicles will be required to meet high standards to become Authorised Treatment Facilities (ATFs). ATFs will be certified by the local authority and will require a waste license or permit.

· The manufacturers and importers of vehicles (ie the “producers”) will have to ensure there is an adequate network of ATFs across the country, for the take-back of their brand of car. There will be at least one ATF in every county, with additional ATFs required where the population exceeds 150,000. (Therefore in SDCC, two ATFs will be required). The motor industry has stated that no extra cost will be added to new car prices to pay for eventual disposal, as they believe that the dismantling of cars etc will result in profit from the metals etc which can be recycled.

· Local Authorities will be required to 

· certify and enforce the Authorised Treatment Facilities

· certify the producers’ registration, monitor their submission of records of numbers of vehicles etc.

· assess adequacy of the Implementation Plans to be submitted by the producers , after the Regulations are made.

SUMMARY

(a) The Regulations were published in Feb 2006 by the DoEHLG ,for comment until 24 March 2006. The DoEHLG has indicated they hope to introduce the Regs later in 2006 to take effect from January 2007.

(b) These Regulations will result in a system of Producer Responsibility, whereby the producers of vehicles must put in place the facilities to take-back a vehicle, when a vehicle has reached the end of its useful life.

(c) Local Authorities will be required to approve the Implementation Plans submitted by the producers (ie the manufacturers and importers.)

(d) At present SDCC operates a system whereby the owner of a car may request the Council (on payment of €55) to remove an old vehicle. SDCC pays a contractor to remove and safely dispose of the vehicle, and recoups the cost via the charge of €55.

The Council also arranges for the removal & disposal of abandoned and/or burnt out cars, and this service cost €55k in 2005. (A total of 950 vehicles were disposed of in 2005, 144 of these were removed at the owner’s request & 806 vehicles were abandoned or burnt out).It is hoped that when the ATFs are in place, SDCC will be enabled to return some or all of these vehicles free-of-charge thereby reducing part of the cost of the removal and disposal service. The collection service will still require levying of a charge. There remain issues to be clarified regarding the acceptance of abandoned cars at the Treatment facilities and the implications for the Council’s operations in this regard.

(e)
It will be important that owners are encouraged to dispose of their vehicles responsibly, by using the Authorised Treatment Facility. The final owner of a car is responsible for its taxation until he/she can prove it has been disposed of correctly. The Regulations provide for the issue of a Certificate of Destruction for a vehicle that has been disposed of correctly.”

It was agreed that a letter would issue to the Dept of Environment Heritage and Local Government requesting clarification on a number of issues.
(d)
Report on Anti Social Behaviour

“The attached Anti-Social Behaviour Policy was developed and adopted by the Council’s Housing and Social Strategic Policy Committee, and in January 2005, was approved by the Council.  The policy was developed to create and sustain a safe and peaceful living environment for the tenants of South Dublin County Council, and sets out how this can be achieved across four key policy areas:

(a) prevention

(b) enforcement

(c) support

(d) rehabilitation

It has been agreed by the Corporate Policy Group (which comprises the Mayor and the Chairs of each Strategic Policy Committee) that each SPC will consider any opportunities or actions which may be explored in order to advance and support the Anti Social Behaviour Policy. This will encourage a cohesive and multi-departmental approach to tackling anti-social behaviour throughout the County.

The policy areas of support and rehabilitation mentioned above relate to the activity of anti-social tenants, and the need to support both complainants and accused, and in time, to provide for the rehabilitation of perpetrators where appropriate.

In relation to the Environment SPC, the policy areas of prevention and enforcement seem to be the most appropriate for consideration.

(a) Prevention and Support:

Among the approaches outlined in the policy are the encouragement of community spirit and the creation of effective estate management. The Environmental Services Department supports this policy through the Environmental Awareness Programme as follows:

· Beautiful South Dublin County annual competition

· ECO Week

· Green Schools Programme

· National Spring Clean

· Composting and Waste Workshops

The Council also employs six Litter Wardens who enforce the Waste and Litter Regulations throughout the County. The Litter Wardens support local communities in keeping their areas litter free.

The Council’s Cleansing Unit supports the Litter Wardens by providing a cleanup service of litter black spots. Litter Wardens patrol these areas on a regular basis. This unit also oversees the Council’s road sweeping service by which all main and estate roads are swept on a programmed basis and which is provided by a private sector company under contract with the Council.

(b)
Enforcement:
The Environmental Services Department is charged with the enforcement of the various statutory codes which have been enacted both at Government and EU level to ensure that we all can live in a clean and healthy environment. These codes cover the following main areas:

· Waste management

· Litter control

· Drainage and Water supply

· Air and Water Pollution

· Control of Horses and Dogs

It is also important that residents and householders recognise that it is up to all of us to challenge the anti social behaviour which is dumping and littering.  

The Environment Strategic Policy Committee will continue to invoke policies which attempt to address anti social behaviour issues in the environmental area.”

It was agreed to refer the report to the next meeting of the Committee for further discussion and consideration.

(e)
Presentation by Loreto High School, Beaufort, Rathfarnham (Green School)

A presentation on how the Green School Recycling Programme is being implemented in Loreto High School, Beaufort was made by transition year students from the school.  The Chairman congratulated the students, parents and teachers on their commitment and on the example they are setting through their activities.  He thanked them for the presentation and wished the school further success with the project.  He then presented a memento to the students in recognition of their efforts.”
The report was NOTED.

(C/0350/06)
HOUSING AND SOCIAL SPC MEETING, 4/05/06 – REPORT
The following report by the Manager, which had been circulated, was CONSIDERED:

“Scheme of Letting Priorities Review

Members were advised that following a series of queries from the Department of Environment, Heritage and Local Government the Council forwarded a response and approval of the draft scheme previously approved by the Council is still awaited.

Review of Tenancy Agreement

An overview of the current tenancy agreement was presented to the SPC Members along with some potential areas for additions and strengthening to be explored.  Members agreed that a review of this agreement was timely and that building in provisions for other Council services would be useful.  It was also agreed that it was essential that only conditions which could actually be enforced should be included.  A sub-committee was established to bring forward this work.

Social and Affordable Housing Units Under Part V

A presentation was made to the SPC on the arrangements the Council has in place for the implementation of Part V, the negotiations, the units to-date and the potential into the future.  That report was noted.

Integration Issues / Anti-Racism Research

It was reported to the SPC that late in 2005 the Council entered into discussion with the NCCRI (National Consultative Committee on Racial Integration with a view to developing approaches that would reduce if not eliminate racially motivated incidents in housing developments.  The Council negotiated that South Dublin County would be a pilot area for the conduct of the research with Dublin City Council being the other.  The NCCRI have now been awarded funding from the Department of Justice Equality and Law Reform for the research project.  A Steering Committee in which the Council will participate is being established and the research will be underway shortly.

Discussion took place on the seriousness of such incidents and the importance of raising awareness on the issues.  It was recommended that the Anti-Racism Training Initiative made available for staff would be extended to include all Elected and SPC Members.

A replacement for the Trade Union Representative was raised and another formal request is to be made.”
The report was NOTED.
(C/0351/06)
SPORTS, RECREATION, COMMUNITY DEVELOPMENT SPC MEETING, 10/05/06 –  (I)REPORT, (II) MINUTES OF 8/02/06
The following reports by the Manager, which had been circulated, were CONSIDERED:
(i) Report of Meeting 10/05/06
“Attendance

Members

Officials

Cllr M Daly


P Smith, Director of Services

Cllr D Keating


B Coman, Senior Executive Officer

Cllr F McCarthy


M Hannon Snr Exec.Parks Superintendent 

Cllr R Dowds


G Fitzgibbon, Administrative Officer

Cllr J Daly

A Shields





C Johnson                      
Apologies
J Coghlan





                       

           Cllr J Neville





Cllr K Warren

                                              Cllr A White

An Cathaoirleach Councillor M. Daly presided.

1. Minutes of meeting of the 8th February 2006 – Agreed.
2.  Water Leisure Strategy Review

P Smith presented the report on the Review of the Water Leisure Strategy and the recommendations as set out in the Review. Mr Smith also set out the process and likely timeframe should the review be adopted by Council. Reported that should the committee agree the report it would be presented to the next meeting of Council – June 2006.

Following a debate on the document to which Cllrs F.McCarthy,D. Keating, M Daly, J Daly,R. Dowds and A. Shields and C Johnson contributed and all queries raised were responded to, the Water Leisure Strategy Review was agreed. Further discussions took place regarding the withdrawal of the original recommendation of the strategy concerning the provision of a leisure centre in Tallaght Town Centre. Agreed that the matter of provision of quality community facilities in its place be considered in the context of the Tallaght Town Centre Master plan.

“Review May 2006

South Dublin County Council Water Leisure Strategy

REVIEW OF WATER LEISURE STRATEGY

The Strategic Policy Committee on Sport, Recreation, Community and Parks at its meeting on 16th November 2005 agreed to recommend to the Council that the Water Leisure Strategy be reviewed.  This recommendation was approved by the Council at its December meeting.

This Review has been carried out in house and the main approach adopted, as reported by the Council, was to assess progress to date on the implementation of the key recommendations for the provision of swimming pools as contained in the original Strategy and to consider ways to advance/re-assess remaining key recommendations.  Account was also taken of the Review at central government level of the Swimming Pool Programme.
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Summary Introduction

The Council’s original Water Leisure Strategy was adopted by the Council in March 2000.  This Strategy was based on a Consultancy report by PriceWaterhouse Coopers who were engaged by the Council for the purpose.

Included in the provision of the Strategy were:- 

· Provision of a new swimming pool in Tallaght West

· Refurbishment of existing swimming pool in Clondalkin

· Continued support with the Department of Education and Science of the swimming pool at Tallaght Community School, Balrothery.

· Provision of a new swimming pool in Lucan – to be undertaken as Public Private Partnership (PPP) Project.

· New swimming pool at Town Centre, Tallaght – to be undertaken as a Public Private Partnership (PPP) Project.

Progress to date on the above is as follows:-

· New swimming pool/sports centre in Tallaght under construction and due for completion in September of this year

· New swimming pool/sports facilities commenced in Clondalkin and due for completion mid 2007.  This project was changed by the Council from refurbishment to new pool project following cost benefit analysis when final costings were considered

· The Council was successful in receiving grant aid from the Department of €3.8 million for both the Tallaght and Clondalkin swimming pool projects, having submitted applications before the last closing date for the Local Authority Swimming Pool Programme which was the 31st July 2000.  The overall cost of the Tallaght project including sports hall, etc, is €16.5 million and in Clondalkin’s case, €12.7 million.

· The Council continues to support with the Department of Education and Science the swimming pool facilities at Tallaght Community School, Balrothery.

TALLAGHT WEST

The original Water Leisure Strategy recommended a small pool in West Tallaght (15.0 metres in length).  This length of pool would now be considered a domestic situation and not suitable for a public facility. Detailed consultations with the management of several public pools in the Dublin area and visits to almost every newly-constructed pool in Ireland resulted in a design 25 metres long and 8 lanes in width. This format, almost square, and complete with a moveable floor allowed a flexible subdivision of the pool across the width as well as the more traditional division along the length.  The flexibility increases the potential for school groups, swimming lessons for smaller children and adult swims and increases potential turnover increasing the pool’s financial viability.

The design also incorporated a multi-sports hall suitable for basketball, indoor football, badminton etc. To add to the pool’s potential income stream, a members-only health and fitness centre was included with spaces for weights, aerobics, yoga and an exercise-machine room overlooking the pool.  Other features include a café, crèche-room and conference facilities.  The pools location in Cheeverstown Park enjoying existing outdoor pitches allowed the inclusion of 4 external changing-rooms.

This project commenced on site in March 2005 and will be completed in September 2006.  It is envisaged that the pool will be open to the public in January 2007.  The building is being constructed by Rohcon Limited at a cost of   €16.5 million. €3.80 million was received as grant-aid from the Department of Sport and Tourism.
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CLONDALKIN

The original Water Leisure Strategy recommended the upgrading and extension of Clondalkin Pool. Sketch designs and cost-plans were prepared on this basis.  Programme analysis showed the need to close the existing pool for 15 months while works were underway.  This would have resulted in 42 trained pool staff being laid-off for this period.  With a shortage country-wide of qualified staff, it would have been very difficult to hold on to these valuable personnel. The closure of the Clondalkin pool, coupled with the closure over the same period of the Ballyfermot pool would have left a large tract of the area without swimming facilities. The possibility of a new pool hall beside the existing building was designed and costed. The difference in cost was not substantial and the new design allowed the existing pool to stay open until the new pool is completed and commissioned.  Staff can be retrained as a result and there will be no loss of service to the community.

The new pool in Clondalkin is designed to the same square format (8 lanes) as the West Tallaght pool with the same flexibility in use. A new café, gym/leisure centre and improvements to the fabric of the existing sports hall are included in the project to diversify and maintain income stream.  Construction commenced on the site in January 2006 and will be completed mid-2007.  The building is being constructed by P.J. Walls & Sons Construction Limited at an overall cost of € 12.7 million.  €3.80 million was received in grant-aid from the Department of Arts, Sport and Tourism.
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LUCAN

County Development Plan 2004-2010

It is the policy of the Council as set out in the Development Plan 2004-2010 “to support and facilitate the development of indoor and outdoor recreational facilities to cater for all age groups on suitable sites and to ensure that these facilities are accessible to disabled people” (Policy SCR 20, paragraph 4.5.7.i).
The Development Plan 2004-2010 also includes the following objectives relevant to the provision of swimming pool facilities in the county.

Specific Objective No. 7

To secure the provision of major leisure facilities in the County.

Specific Objective No. 22  

To endeavour to provide swimming pools to meet identified community needs in South Dublin.

The following Specific Local Objective is also included and is relevant to the provision of swimming pool facilities in Lucan.

Specific Local Objective No. 21    

Actively seek the provision of a swimming pool beside Lucan Sports and Leisure Centre at Griffeen Valley Park.
The proposal to locate a pool in the Lucan area would therefore be in accordance with the provisions of the Development Plan.

Lucan Area Population Profile

The combined population of the three Lucan DEDs as recorded in the 2002 Census of Population was 33,571.  In the intercensal period 1996 to 2002 the population of the general Lucan area increased by 66.3%.  Almost all of this increase occurred in the Esker DED which recorded an increase of 13,356 persons, representing an increase of 179% in the period. This was the highest increase recorded in the 2002 Census of Population of any area in the State as a whole.  See Table 1 below.

Table 1: Population of Electoral Areas and South Dublin County 1996 and 2002 and area in hectares.
	
	Population 1996
	Population 2002
	Percentage change 

1996 – 2002
	Area in hectares

	Tallaght
	62,290
	62,931
	1.0
	2,348

	Clondalkin
	41,617
	43,038
	3.4
	2,274

	Lucan
	20,183
	33,571
	66.3
	2,015

	Templeogue
	18,662
	18,383
	-1.5
	534

	Rathfarnham
	17,760
	17,717
	-0.2
	402

	South Dublin County
	218,728
	238,835
	9.2
	22,301


Source: CSO
The age profile of the Lucan population relative to other areas in the County, as recorded in the 2002 Census, indicates that Lucan has a substantially larger number of 25 to 39 year olds than in the County as a whole. 

Figure 1: Population age profile in Lucan and South Dublin County, 2002. 
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Source: CSO

Lucan has a more distinct age profile when compared to the County as a whole. Figure 1 above shows that over 17% of the Lucan population is aged 9 or younger. 
The number of 25 to 39 year olds is substantially higher in Lucan than in the County as a whole.  Approx. 39% of the population in Lucan is aged between 25 and 39.  This indicates that Lucan has large numbers of households in early family formation stages.

Anticipated Future Population Growth

Based on current development density and household size assumptions the further development of existing zoned lands in the general Lucan area is expected to result in an additional population of approximately 33,000 persons. The major portion of this projected increase will occur in the St. Helens DED where the Adamstown SDZ is planned to be completed over a period of 10-15 years.
Existing Swimming Pool Availability in the Lucan Area

The wider population in Lucan is presently dependent on the swimming pool at Clondalkin operated by the Council under a management licence agreement, and private pools located at Stewart’s Hospital, the Kings Hospital School at Palmerstown and a pool on the Coldcut Road. 

Adamstown

A private leisure centre with a swimming pool is planned as part of the community infrastructure to be provided in Phase 3 of the Adamstown SDZ development, which is anticipated to be completed in 2009.  

Given existing and projected population outside the SDZ area there is a need for a public swimming pool facility in the Greater Lucan Area to serve the existing and future population of the overall area.
Lucan Proposal 

A number of sites in Lucan have been examined and the recommended site for a public swimming pool facility is adjacent to the Lucan Sports and Leisure Centre at Griffeen Valley Park should the Council approve of the provision of a public swimming pool facility in Lucan.  Application will be made to the Department of Arts, Sport and Tourism for grant aid (assuming that the Local Authority Swimming Pool Programme re-opens in mid 2006). Detailed sketch designs will be finalised with a view to commencing Part 8 procedures in the last quarter of 2006 and inviting tenders for the project in the early part of 2007.

It is envisaged that the Lucan proposal will be designed to the same pool-layout and format as the new Clondalkin project.
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TALLAGHT TOWN CENTRE

The original strategy recommended a regional-scaled leisure-pool (flumes children’s attractions etc.) to be located on the St. Maelruan’s Site.  The construction of the Aquatic Centre at Abbotstown has absorbed the client-base for this type of pool in the West Dublin area.  The construction of a pool this size so close to the facility at Jobstown potentially reduces the customer base for both pools damaging their sustainability.  The County Development Plan has zoned the lands as part of the County Town and the Tallaght Town Centre Masterplan envisages this area being developed as part of an extended Town Centre.  

The Urban Framework Plan for Tallaght Town Centre now under preparation envisages the Cookstown Estate with a wide diversity of new uses, commercial and employment intensive. A large car-based facility of the kind envisaged by the original strategy now seems obsolete and not viable.  A new pool is completed in the Bancroft Park Leisure Centre and the new Shelbourne development pool will open in mid 2006 to add to the existing pool at Tallaght Community College.  These three pools, coupled with the West Tallaght facility, will offer a wide range of choice to Tallaght and its surrounding area. 

 It is recommended that the large pool in the town centre of Tallaght now be removed from the Water Leisure Strategy.

TERENURE/RATHFARNHAM

In relation to discussions at Terenure/Rathfarnham Area Committee meeting regarding the provision of a swimming pool in the Ballyboden/Rathfarnham area, provision for same was not included in the original Water Leisure Strategy. However it was agreed to include this area in the update strategy.

The population and the geographical extent of Rathfarnham (including Templeogue and Terenure) are the smallest of any area in the County.  In the 2002 Census of Population Rathfarnham had a population of 17,717.  This represents a decline of 0.2% in the period since 1996.  Population density in the area is the highest in the County reflecting the relatively small area of zoned lands remaining to be developed.

An examination of leisure facilities including swimming pools serving the Terenure/Rathfarnham area is nearing completion and regard will be had of possible future developments. In this regard the Council is continuing to examine and identify suitable sites and work positively towards the development of a joint venture proposal. Any such proposal will be developed in consultation with the elected members.

EXECUTIVE SUMMARY RECOMMENDATIONS

· Proposal to provide Public Swimming Pool Facility in Lucan be approved by Council on site identified in Development Plan

· Proposal to provide Leisure Centre including swimming pool in Tallaght Town Centre be removed by Council from the Water Leisure Strategy.

· Examination of existing leisure facilities including swimming pools serving the Terenure / Rathfarnham area be completed, indentify a suitable site  and work towards the development of a joint venture proposal.
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3. County Play Policy – Update

G. Fitzgibbon informed the meeting that the final draft of the Play Policy presented to the Area Committees and Council had been put to consultation through the local press. It is proposed to report to July 2006 meeting of Council.

4. Community Facilities Update

An update report on new works which come within the remit of the Committee, which had been circulated was noted.  

Following a debate to which Cllr M. Daly and A. Shields contributed in particular in relation to Brookfield Community Centre progress and to which B. Coman responded the report was noted.

5. Swimming Pools – Update

B Coman presented an updated report on construction progress on both the Tallaght and Clondalkin pools. Following contributions from Cllrs M Daly, R Dowds and F McCarthy and A Shields the report was noted.

6. FBD Ras – update

A Shields presented a report on the start of the RAS 2006 at Tallaght which despite the inclement conditions went off very well and thanked the Council for their assistance on the day and the preparations leading to the start day.

The report was noted and agreed that an invite to start or finish in Tallaght next year be extended to the organising body.

7. Anti Social Behaviour – actions

B Coman  outlined the up to date position re ASB in the County and the need for all Strategic Policy Committees to investigate measures and actions that can be introduced to combat this problem. After much debate generally on the topic to which Cllrs M Daly, J Daly, R Dowds and C Johnson, J Coghlan and A Shields contributed it was agreed that the next meeting of this SPC deal more exclusively on the problems related to ASB and actions to help in its elimination. 

During the debate a number of issues were raised for consideration eg:

After School Activities

Local Community Games

Youth Drop-in Facilities

Outreach Programme

Lack of intervention

Greater co-ordination of agencies involved in all aspects of ASB eg Truancy

Greater and more effective links with schools and school activities

The Cathaoirleach also spoke of his item on the agenda on developing greater Community Spirit which is closely linked to the area of ASB and the development of actions in that regard.

Members were invited by the Cathaoirleach to make submissions on this matter and he would arrange for follow up action.

8. Parks Maintenance and upkeep

Cllr M Daly discussed the possibility of regular inspections against a benchmarking exercise in the Parks – following general debate to which Cllrs M Daly and  J Daly and A Shields, C Johnson and J Coghlan contributed to which M Hannon responded it was agreed to discuss the matter further in conjunction with ASB at the next meeting. 

9. Open Spaces

Agreed to defer this item to the next meeting

10. Any Other Business

(a) The Cathaoirleach asked that the matter of Provision of a temporary Ice Rink for Christmas period be put on the agenda for next meeting of the SPC.

(b) The Committee was advised that a submission was made to the Sports Council on behalf of SDCC ( closing date 19th May 2006) following consultation and input from the Health Board and VEC  for the establishment of a Local Sports Partnership under the County Development Board structure. This follows a review of the initiative by the Irish Sports Council on behalf of the Department Arts, Sports and Tourism and decision to proceed with the expansion of the Local Sports Partnership Network. The council’s submission outlines the authority’s readiness to become fully established and our prospects for long term sustainability.

The meeting concluded at 7.00 pm”
It was AGREED  to take Motion No. 14 in the name of Councillor D. Keating and Motion No. 21 in the name of Councillor F. McCarthy in conjunction with this item.

It was proposed by Councillor D. Keating, seconded by Councillor T. Ridge:
“That the Manager would report on the initial stages of the Review of the Water Leisure Strategy scheduled for the first quarter of 2006.” 

Report:

The Council’s original Water Leisure Strategy was adopted by the Council in March 2000. This Strategy was based on a Consultancy report carried out by Price Waterhouse Coopers, who were engaged by the Council for the purpose. 

At the meeting of the Strategic Policy Committee on Sport, Recreation Community and Parks held on the 16th November 2005 it was agreed to recommend to the Council that the Water Leisure Strategy be reviewed.  This recommendation was approved by the Council at its December Meeting. 

The review has been carried out in-house and the main approach adopted was to assess progress to date on the implementation of the key recommendations for the provision of swimming pools as contained in the original strategy and to consider ways to advance / re-assess remaining key recommendations.

The completed review was presented to the members of the Strategic Policy Committee on Sport, Recreation, Community and Parks at its meeting held on 24th May 2006.  The members considered the Review and recommended that it be presented to the next meeting of the Council for adoption.  The Review of the Water Leisure Strategy has been circulated to Council members and is presented to today’s meeting for adoption by way of report of the Sports, Recreation, Community and Parks Strategic Policy Committee under headed item no. H-I (4).”
It was proposed by Councillor F. McCarthy, seconded by Councillor T. Ridge:
“That this Council approves the revised Water Leisure Strategy where it applies to the provision of a pool for Lucan and commits to the allocation of the necessary capital funding to permit the project proceed to the timescale envisaged in the strategy document.”
Report:

“The Council’s original Water Leisure Strategy was adopted by the Council in March 2000. This Strategy was based on a Consultancy report carried out by Price Waterhouse Coopers, who were engaged by the Council for the purpose. 

At the meeting of the Strategic Policy Committee on Sport, Recreation Community and Parks held on the 16th November 2005 it was agreed to recommend to the Council that the Water Leisure Strategy be reviewed.  

This recommendation was approved by the Council at its December Meeting. 

The review has been carried out in-house and the main approach adopted was to assess progress to date on the implementation of the key recommendations for the provision of swimming pools as contained in the original strategy and to consider ways to advance / re-assess remaining key recommendations.

The completed review was presented to the members of the Strategic Policy Committee on Sport, Recreation, Community and Parks at its meeting held on 

the 24th May 2006. One of the recommendations of the review is the proposal to provide a Public Swimming Pool facility in Lucan on the site identified in the Council’s Development Plan. 

The SPC recommended that the Review, which has been circulated to all Council members, be presented to the next meeting of the Council for adoption. The Review is presented to today’s meeting by way of report of the Sports, Recreation, Community and Parks Strategic Policy Committee under headed item no.H-I (4).

Should the report be adopted by the Council an application for grant aid under Local Authority Swimming Pool Programme will be made to Department of Arts, Sport & Tourism as soon as the Local Authority Swimming Pool programme re-opens which is anticipated to occur in the coming months.

Detailed sketch designs will be finalised for this project with a view to commencing Part 8 procedures in the last quarter of 2006 and inviting tenders in early 2007. Design to same layout/format as new Swimming pool project in Clondalkin (currently under construction).

The Council is committed to providing the necessary capital resources as required to provide a public Swimming Pool facility in Lucan as recommended by the Sports,Recreation,Community and Parks Strategic Policy Committee should the report under item no.H-I (4) be adopted by the Council.”
A discussion followed with contributions from Councillors E. Tuffy, M. Daly, C. Keane, D. Keating, T. Gilligan, M. Ardagh, F. McCarthy, J. Daly and T. Ridge.  

Mr. Joe Horan, County Manager responded to the Members’ queries.

It was proposed by Councillor T. Ridge, seconded by Councillor K. Warren:
“That the recommendations contained in the report of the Sports, Recreation, Community and Parks Strategic Policy Committee 10th May 2006 be ADOPTED and APPROVED.”

(ii) Minutes of meeting of the Sport, Recreation, Community and Parks Strategic Policy Committee held on the 8th February 2006

“Attendance

Members
Officials

Cllr M Daly


P Smith, Director of Services

Cllr D Keating


B Coman, Senior Executive Officer

Cllr J Neville


C Boylan, Senior Parks Superintendent 

Cllr R Dowds


G Fitzgibbon, Administrative Officer

Cllr K Warren





A Pilkington


Apologies
A Shields









Cllr F McCarthy





C Johnston

An Cathaoirleach Councillor M. Daly presided.

1. Minutes of meeting of the 16th November 2005 – Agreed.


2. Matters Arising – Cllr. M. Daly stated that the Tallaght Stadium issue would be dealt with under A.O.B.
3. Arboricultural Programme

C. Boylan presented the Arboricultural Works Programme 2005-2006 and responded to matters raised by the Members.

4. Bonfire Report

C. Boylan outlined the work to date of an interdepartmental working group to consider the problems created by bonfires and how the Council might address same, and responded to matters raised by the Members.  C. Boylan to come back to the next SPC with a further report on measures for dealing with this problem.

5. Christmas Trees Recycling 2005

C. Boylan presented a report on the level of Christmas Tree Recycling and responded to Members’ queries.

6. County Play Policy – Update

G. Fitzgibbon informed the meeting that the final draft of the Play Policy was now completed and would be presented to the Area Committees, starting with the Tallaght Area Committee on the 20th February 2006.

7. New Works – Update

An update report on new works which come within the remit of the Committee, which had been circulated was noted.  Issues raised included: -

· Knockmitten Community Centre

· Brookfield

· Rowlagh Village Neighbourhood Centre


8. Any Other Business


Cllr. M. Daly raised 3 items under this heading

(i) Community Games – seeking an increase in funding from €5,000 to €7,500 – matter will be investigated.

(ii) FBD RAS Bicycle Races – seeking the support of the SPC to recommend that start of race should take place in Tallaght – advised that race organisers would need to formally write to the Council.


(iii) Tallaght Stadium – Cllr M. Daly outlined the present position.


The Cathaoirleach and members of the SPC formally welcomed B. Coman to Community Department and thanked M. Coleman and Cllr. C. Tyndall for their input to this Strategic Policy Committee and wished them well for the future.  P. Smith wished to be associated with these sentiments.

Meeting concluded at 7.00 p.m.”
The Minutes were NOTED.

(C/0352/06) 
TRANSPORT SPC MEETING, 11/05/06 - (I) REPORT, (II) MINUTES OF 9/02/06
The reports by the Manager, which had been circulated, were CONSIDERED:

(i)
Report of Transportation Strategic Policy Committee Meeting  of 11TH May  2006

“Confirmation of Minutes

Minutes of Transportation Strategic Policy Committee held on 9th February 2006 were confirmed and approved as a true record and signed.

Traffic Calming Review 

Mr. T. O’Grady, Senior Engineer presented a report updating the Committee on the current status of the Traffic Calming Programme. The Committee indicated their satisfaction with the progress of this Programme.  It was the view of the Committee that in light of the Traffic Calming Request list that there was a need for a further Traffic Calming Programme.  Following discussion on this item the Committee agreed the adoption of a new Traffic Calming Programme comprising 4 schemes in each of the 5 Electoral Areas.  The selection of each scheme is to be made by the relevant Area Committee.   

School Transport

Mr. M. O’Keeffe, Senior Engineer with the aid of a slide presentation updated the Committee on the school/pupil ratio in respect of both the primary and secondary schools ( total 127)  in the Council’s administrative area.  The Committee were given details of information received from the principals of 4 selected schools on the number of pupils living within 600 metres of their respective school. The Committee were notified that the Council had applied to the DTO for funding to carry out a feasibility study on the provision of a school transport system.   It was agreed to present a further report on this item to the next meeting of the Committee. 

Anti-social Behaviour – Elimination in Transportation area

Mr. F. Coffey, Director of Transportation informed the Committee that this issue was discussed by the Corporate Policy Group and they requested that each Committee should focus on this matter with a view to identifying measures to address this issue.

Following a discussion on the matter a number of measures were identified and it was agreed that a further report on this matter would be presented to the next meeting of the Committee.

Controlled Parking

There was a brief discussion on the control of parking which is currently operating very successfully in Lucan and the future roll out of further schemes throughout the County.  It was agreed to include this issue on the Agenda for the next meeting of the Committee.

The meeting concluded at 7.00 p.m.

___________________________

Councillor S. Laing

Chairperson”

The Report was NOTED.

(ii) Minutes of Meeting of the Transportation Strategic Policy Committee held on Thursday 9th February 2006 
“Minutes of Meeting of the Transportation Strategic Policy Committee held on Thursday 9TH February 2006 which were confirmed at the Strategic Policy Committee Meeting held on Thursday 11th May 2006.
Present:

Elected Members:






Councillor C. Keane





Councillor D. Keating





Councillor S. Laing





Councillor M. Murphy



 




Councillor F. McCarthy





Councillor T. Ridge





Councillor E. Tuffy




Councillor A. White

Sectoral Interests:
Mr.Tom Newton, Community Forum
                                   Mr. P. Gunnng, Transport Manager, Roadstone 

Council Officials:
Mr. F. Coffey, Director of Transportation and County Engineer 

Mr. E. Cunningham, Senior Executive Officer

Mr. M. O’Keeffe, Senior Engineer

Mr. T. Curtin, Administrative Officer

Ms. H. Fallon, Senior Executive Engineer

Ms. N. Fitzgibbon, Staff Officer

An Cathaoirleach, Councillor S. Laing presided.

1.  
Confirmation of Minutes

Minutes of Transportation Strategic Policy Committee held on 17th November 2005 were confirmed and approved as a true record and signed.

2. Transport 21

A presentation was given by Mr. F. Coffey, Director of Transportation on the various proposals included by the Minister for Transport in Transport 21.   A discussion ensued to which Councillors F. McCarthy, T. Ridge, C. Keane, E. Tuffy, D. Keating, S. Laing, Mr. T. Newton and Mr. P. Gunning contributed, Mr. F. Coffey, Director of Transportation responded to queries raised and it was proposed by Councillor S. Laing, seconded by Councillor T. Ridge and AGREED

a.  “that the County Council request the Minister for Transport to proceed immediately with the proposed LUAS line from Dundrum to Tallaght.”

b.  “That an update on the N81 proposals be presented to the next meeting.”

3. Green Cycle and Pedestrian Routes

A presentation was given by Ms. H. Fallon, Senior Executive Engineer.  Following contributions from Councillors S. Laing, A. White, C. Keane, E. Tuffy and Mr. T. Newton, Mr. F. Coffey, Director of Transportation and Mr. M.O’Keeffe, Senior Engineer responded to queries raised and it was proposed by Councillor S. Laing, seconded by Councillor F. McCarthy and AGREED 

“that the Council request the Department of Transport to supply the necessary funding to progress the Cycleway Programme.” 

4. A.O.B.   Parking in Tallaght

Mr. F. Coffey, Director of Transportation updated the Committee on the existing and proposed parking arrangements for Tallaght and it’s environs.   It was AGREED that a further report would be presented to the next meeting of this Committee.

5. School Transport and Safety Issues

As this item was not reached it was proposed by Councillor F. McCarthy, seconded by Councillor E. Tuffy and AGREED that a special meeting of the Committee would be arranged to discuss this issue.

The meeting concluded at 7.00 p.m.”
The Minutes were NOTED.

(C/0353/06) 
ECONOMIC DEVELOPMENT (PLANNING & DEVELOPMENT) SPC MEETING, 17/05/06 – (I) REPORT (II) MINUTES OF 15/02/06
The following reports by the Manager, which had been circulated, were CONSIDERED:

(i) REPORT TO COUNCIL FROM MEETING OF ECONOMIC DEVELOPMENT AND PLANNING STRATEGIC POLICY COMMITTEE HELD ON WEDNESDAY 

17th MAY 2006

“Present:

Councillors




Sectoral Representatives

Robert Dowds




Justin Byrne

Cáit Keane




Noel O’Connor

Trevor Gilligan




Deirdre Mooney


Fintan McCarthy






Joe Neville





Shane O’ Connor

Eamon Tuffy

Eamon Walsh

Mark Daly

OFFICIALS PRESENT
Frank Nevin, A/Director of Economic Development

Colin Ryan, Senior Planner, Planning

Michael Kenny, Senior Planner, Planning

Susan Edmonds, A/Assistant Staff Officer Assigned

REPORT

SUBMISSIONS FROM MEMBERS ON FACILITATING EXPANSION OF EXISTING BUSINESSES IN SOUTH DUBLIN COUNTY

SOUTH  DUBLIN  CHAMBER

Economic Development and Planning Strategic Policy Committee

Ref:  Facilitating Expansion of Existing Businesses

In South Dublin County

Many agencies play a role in assisting the expansion of established businesses.  This submission seeks to focus on those areas within the remit of South Dublin County Council.

Local Authority Charges
With the abolition of rates local authorities in Ireland have had to raise finance as national funding only covers as little as 50% of the budget for each Council.  Whilst no business can argue with paying legitimate costs relating to service provision, some costs such as commercial rates now contribute to approximately 32% of the social spend of the local authorities in Dublin.

Local authority costs are increasing beyond the rate of inflation year after year and are now seen as a major cost centre in many existing companies.  Some companies are looking at our neighbouring counties and their lower local authority charges. 

Among the charges levied on existing businesses in South Dublin County are:

· Commercial Rates
· Water Charges
· Waste Charges
· Development levies if they are expanding
We need to ensure that we are a cost effective county.  High local charges are a real deterrent to expansion of local businesses.  

Proposed Action
Reduce local authority charges

Increase the base of chargeable clients – ensure all that should be included are included.

Have a sliding scale for startup or expansion companies (for the expansion) Ramp up to 100% over three years.

Transport
Moving across and within South Dublin County is becoming increasingly difficult resulting in lost time.  In some cases this lost time is resulting in a 100% increase in the time needed to get to a meeting, make a delivery etc.  These delays have a real cost that impact on existing businesses.  Whilst we accept the National Roads Authority have a key role here with national traffic, local traffic management is the responsibility of our local authority.

Public transport across South Dublin County is almost non-existent.  The primary function of most of our public transport seems to be to connect towns in South Dublin County with the City.  For example, how can a person in Lucan commute to work in Tallaght by public transport?  Accepting that Transport 21 may address this in the near future, action on public transport within the county is needed now.  

Proposed Action
Faster implementation of South Dublin County Councils roads programme.

· More roads to be added to current plans at key points to relieve congestion.

· Increased access to private bus operators for un-serviced or poorly serviced bus routes in the County, particularly for cross county services. (or get Dublin Bus to do the job)

South Dublin County is a great place to do business. However, an increasing cost base will both effect existing businesses preventing expansion and deter future companies from establishing in the County.

Business Research & Mentoring

South Dublin County Council could develop a research service that examines businesses in other counties & countries to establish what are/were the criteria that sparked off expansion in companies. South Dublin County Council could then target companies that they believe could learn from this and ensure these companies see the same opportunity is available in SD County. A Mentoring section – which includes aid in change management & growth could also be set up by the County Council.

This interaction while costing a minimal amount would demonstrate that the County Council really does want to support their business community.

The County Council could outsource some of this work (perhaps to South Dublin Chamber or South Dublin County Enterprise Board). 

Proposed Action
Set in place an office for Business Research & Mentoring – have it report to the director of Economic Planning.

8th May, 2006

Directors report on submission from South Dublin Chamber.

At recent meetings of the Committee members were requested to submit proposals in relation to facilitating business in South Dublin County. The attached submission has been received from the South Dublin Chamber and circulated to members and also set out below are my comments in this regard for consideration by the members.

The submission  deals with three main issues : 

Local Authority Charges
The annual budget of South Dublin County Council is adopted by the members of South Dublin County Council at an annual budget meeting. The budget incorporates the fees and charges required to fund the Councils operations. The Council also has in place a Capital Programme 2005 – 2007 , also approved by the members which is part funded by the development levies.

Accordingly, the fees and charges levied by South Dublin County Council are, in the main, adopted by the elected members as a reserved function. The resulting income is utilised to maintain services and deliver the sustainable development of the County going forward.

Transport

The Council has an extensive roads, (both national and non-national), programme included in the Capital Progamme referred to above. In addition, the Councils Traffic Department is working to achieve the optimum usage of available road space, vehicular, pedestrian and cycle, to improve mobility in the County. It is envisaged that Transport 21 will deliver substantial improvement, particularly in the area of public transport, for South Dublin County.

This is an area constantly examined and discussed at the Transport SPC.

Business Research & Mentoring

The proposal for a business and research centre in South Dublin County is an excellent one and would be supported in so far as possible by South Dublin County Council. However, it must be noted that South Dublin County Council has a limited remit and experience is this regard. There are many other key stakeholders, including primarily the Chamber itself, the County Enterprise Board, Enterprise Ireland, Partas, FAS etc.  Members will be aware that the CEB provides an existing mentoring service to its’ clients. 

I would suggest that given the commercial knowledge, experience and background of the Chamber that it could be the lead agency if further consideration is to be given to the establishment of such a centre.

Jim Walsh

Director of Economic Development.

Submission from the South Dublin County of Chambers and the Directors Report was introduced by Frank Nevin A/Director of Economic Development and considered by the members.  A discussion followed with contributions from Councillors C. Keane, F. McCarthy E. Tuffy, S. O’Connor & M. Daly and Deirdre Mooney.   

It was agreed that the Corporate Policy Group would discuss scheduling a presentation to the non elected members of the SPC’s in relation to Local Government Financial matters, particularly rating and capital programmes.  

It was also noted that the Chamber would come back with further proposals on a business research and monitoring centre.

REPORT ON FORMATION OF SPC AGENDA


Item No. 3

Report on formation of SPC agenda.

At the February meeting of the SPC Councillor Mick Murphy requested that a report be furnished to the next meeting of the Committee setting out how items are placed on the agenda for consideration.

The operation of the South Dublin County Council SPCs are governed by Standing Orders adopted by the elected members. In relation to submission of items for the agenda they state : 

	“Submission of  Business

	Each member may submit one item on a strategic policy issue relevant to the business of the SPC of which they are a member, for inclusion on the Agenda. Item to be submitted 22 clear days prior to the date of meeting.  All items for inclusion on agendas to refer to policy matters only Motions and/or Questions are not allowed.”


Members will be aware that the Directors of Planning and Economic Development have frequently invited members to submit items in accordance with the above Standing Order.

The SPC Scheme and Standing Orders currently in operation were considered formally by the elected members at the September 2004 meeting of the Organisation Procedure & Finance Committee. The members decided not to amend the existing Scheme. Procedures etc have been discussed on a number of occasions at Corporate Policy Group meetings since that date. Should the members of this SPC wish to make recommendations in this regard to the CPG for consideration they can be placed on the Group agenda.

Full details in relation to SPC committees in South Dublin County Council can be accessed on the Council website. 

The Report was noted.

REPORTS ON LANDS IN PUBLIC OWNERSHIP IN SOUTH DUBLIN COUNTY
Item No. 4
Report on lands in public ownership in South Dublin County.
The Council has sought the following information from State and Public Bodies.

(i) Schedule of lands in their ownership.

(ii) To submit details of location maps, area and zoning.

(iii) Long Term Development Plan for these areas.

(iv) Short Term Development Plan for these areas.

As requested at the last meeting of the Committee attached is schedule of replies received to date. The replies received and attached schedules and maps are available at the meeting.

	PUBLIC/STATE BODY
	DETAILS
	COMMENT

	IDA Ireland
	Whitestown, Ballymount, Cherry Orchard Business Parks


	

	ESB
	Lands required for operational uses
	Schedule supplied

	Bord Gais
	Lands required for operational uses.
	Schedule supplied

	OPW
	No development lands
	

	Department of Defence
	Baldonnel
	Map supplied

	Department of Education & Science
	No details recd
	Acknowledgement recd

	Department of Social & Family Affairs
	No ownership
	

	Department of Health & Children
	
	No reply recd


South Dublin County Council has a substantial land holding in the County, all of which is clearly identified for our current and future statutory requirements. These lands, in the main, service the Council’s housing building programme and Parks and community requirements. 

The extent of the Parks lands is in excess of 4000 acres and is situated throughout the County with the main regional parks at Griffeen, Corkagh and Tymon.

The housing portfolio of undeveloped lands which is c 350 acres is located in the following areas :

· Balgaddy  
- 167 acres

· Corkagh
- 86 acres

· Rathcoole
- 25 acres

· Hazelgrove


· Killinarden
- 62 acres (Hazelgrove & Killinarden lands)

· Stocking lane
- 10 acres

In addition to these housing lands the Council also examines backland open spaces and opportunity sites to deliver its Construction programme.

The Council though its’ valuers monitor and consider for acquisition all lands, (including opportunities for land exchanges), coming to the market to ensure that there is sufficient lands available for future generations and the sustainable development of South Dublin County.

The Report was noted.

DEVELOPMENT MANAGEMENT – CONSULTATION DRAFT OF GUIDELINES FOR PLANNING AUTHORITIES

A copy of the guidelines was circulated to all members.  Mr. Michael Kenny, 

Senior Planner, Planning Department, informed members that the Planning 

Department would be lodging a submission in this regard with the 

Department of Environment and Local Government. 

POLICY ON MAINTAINING EXISITING RESIDENTIAL CUL-DE-SACS.

Item No. 6

Policy on maintaining existing residential Cul-De-Sacs
INTRODUCTION

The following report has been prepared to stimulate discussion by the SPC on the issue of new residential development utilising cul de sacs in established residential areas as the main means of vehicular access. 

With respect to this form of development, a central concern of existing residents is the diminution of residential amenity. However, it should be noted that this form of development proposal has been relatively rare and would refer to otherwise landlocked sites. Vehicular access to large scale residential is normally off distributor roads.

NATIONAL POLICY

A range of national and regional policies promote the principles of sustainable development including the use or intensification of use of vacant or brownfield lands in the Dublin Metropolitan Area.  These are contained in a number of publications including - 

· Regional Planning Guidelines for the Greater Dublin Area (RPGs) published by the Regional Authorities. 

· Residential Density Guidelines for Planning Authorities published by the Department of Environment and Local Government 

· Towards Sustainable Local Communities: Guidelines on Local Agenda 21.

LOCAL CONSIDERATIONS

The Planning Authority seeks to make efficient and best use of zoned residential lands in accordance with Government Policy and in the interests of consolidation of existing urban areas and the proper planning and sustainable development of South Dublin County. 

 Restricting access to new residential development off existing cul-de-sacs could sterilise landlocked tracts of land in the urban area from appropriate development which could lead to a more unsustainable form of urban development. 

It should be noted that the thrust of the County Development Plan is to create a high quality built environment (e.g. in Chapter 11 on Urban Design).  Among the placemaking principles set out in Chapter 11 of the Plan are the integration of new and existing development and accessibility for pedestrians, whilst safeguarding the amenities of existing residents. 

With respect to planning applications, all are dealt with on a case by case basis.  As part of the assessment process the Planning Authority considers carefully the impact on existing residential amenity before deciding on a planning application and takes into account the submissions made on these applications by Third Parties.  

Applications are assessed in accordance with the policies and objectives of the Development Plan, in particular the zoning objectives for the area and the recommendations of the Roads, Water and Drainage and Parks Departments. In the event of permission been granted conditions are attached with respect to construction operations and road cleaning.

CONCLUSION

It is recognised that new residential development off existing cul de sac’s can give rise to concerns from existing residents with respect to diminution of residential amenity. However, the Planning Authority needs to balance these concerns with the requirement to promote sustainable development. 
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Following a proposal from Councillor Eamon Tuffy, it was agreed that a sub-committee be set up to examine this matter.

It was proposed and AGREED that the sub-committee would consist of the following members present at the meeting. Cllr Eamon Tuffy, Chairman, indicated that he would welcome other members of the Committee to join the group.

1. Noel O’ Connor, Sectoral Representative

2. Justin Byrne, Sectoral Representative

3. Councillor Eamon Tuffy

4. Councillor Shane O’Connor 

5. Michael Kenny, Senior Planner

CONSIDERATION OF PLANNING POLICY INITIATIVES TO AMELIRATE ANTI-SOCIAL BEHAVIOUR IN NEW AND EXISTING DEVELOPMENTS 

Item No. 7
Consideration of Planning Policy Initiatives to ameliorate anti-social behaviour in new and existing developments.

INTRODUCTION

The following report has been prepared to stimulate discussion by the SPC on the issue of planning policies and design approaches to reduce anti-social behaviour.

Good design of the built environment has the potential to reduce anti-social behaviour, while poor design can facilitate it.  The Planning Department has produced many documents containing policies and objectives which have implications for anti-social behaviour.  Some of these policies/objectives are explicit in relation to designing out crime and anti-social behaviour, while others contain general design approaches which are good practice in planning terms and which may also promote safety and security.  In addition, during the Development Control process, relevant planning applications are assessed to ensure that proposed designs do not encourage anti-social behaviour.

Provisions in the various relevant Planning Department documents, which would influence safety and security, are set out below, followed by a description of how these issues are dealt with through the development control process.

SOUTH DUBLIN COUNTY DEVELOPMENT PLAN 2004-2010

The Development Plan sets out the Council’s policies and objectives for the development of the County from 2004 to 2010.  All planning applications are assessed in accordance with how they accord with these.  Measures contained in the plan that would help combat anti-social behaviour are set out below under various headings.

Urban Design

The Development Plan contains a new ‘Sustainable Placemaking Model’ (Policy H1, Para 3.3.1, and Chapter 11) which seeks to deliver sustainable communities together with a high quality built environment, through good placemaking.  The Model is based on a traditional urban town and village format, and envisages a lively and interconnecting network of streets and spaces fronted by varied and interesting buildings and a mix of residential, commercial, public and community uses together with quieter, primarily residential areas, all in close proximity.  A number of key principles advocated by the model would promote safety and security and thus inhibit anti-social behaviour, including:

Intensification: 

An increased scale of development and overall activity, at appropriate locations: - Increased activity would discourage problem behaviour.

Diversity: 

A greater mix of land uses and dwelling tenure types: - Mixed uses including retail, residential and commercial would ensure that areas remain lively throughout the day and into the evening, thus promoting security.  A mix of dwelling tenure types would avoid large disadvantaged areas of single-type housing and the ghettoisation and attendant anti-social problems that can be associated with this.  

Accessibility:

Consideration of walking distance to public transport and local services: - An environment that is more pedestrian-friendly generates more casual social interaction, informal supervision and thus, security. 

Design Quality:

Properly designed buildings, places and spaces that are attractive, safe and secure.  

Infill Development on Problem Open Spaces

Policy H8 ‘Infill Housing Development on Council-owned land’ states that it is Council policy to identify sites for small scale infill development on lands in Council ownership which are no longer considered appropriate for retention as open space and/or recreational areas (i.e. lands subject to zoning objective ‘F’).  The policy specifically refers to the fact that open spaces which are not overlooked can become the focus for anti-social behaviour.  As such, implementation of this policy has the potential to reduce this problem.

Social Inclusion

Policy SCR1 ‘Social Inclusion’ seeks to promote social inclusion and sets out various ways in which this may be done through the planning process including the promotion of design which creates a safe environment.  

Policy H13 ‘Counteracting Social Segregation’ seeks to create balanced communities through the integration of social, affordable and private housing, in accordance with the Council’s Housing Strategy in order to avoid areas of social exclusion.   Implementation of this policy would clearly contribute towards the reduction of anti-social behaviour.  

Policy SCR 13 ‘Development and Renewal of Disadvantaged Areas’ refers to the principle of targeting investment in such areas as outlined in the South Dublin County Development Board Strategy 2002-2012 through implementation of the RAPID Programmes and use of the Integrated Area Plan Funds and Development Contribution Scheme to provide and improve facilities in disadvantaged areas.

Local Centres

Policy SCR7 ‘Local/Neighbourhood Centres’ seeks the enhancement of existing local centres and the development of new local centres which are accessible, well-designed and with a good level of service-provision.  In the upgrading of existing centres and the design of new centres, the policy sets out a number of elements which should be incorporated including ‘design which results in a safe, informally-supervised environment’.  

In relation to the design of shopping centres, Chapter 12 (Development Control) recommends the inclusion of residential uses, particularly flats and maisonettes as an integral part of the centre, in order to increase the evening activity and security of the centre.

Open Space and Recreational Facilities

The Development Plan contains several policies relating to the provision of open space, recreational facilities and play facilities.  Paragraph 4.5.8.ii states ‘The lack of facilities for children and young people is a major concern in the County.  This is considered by many to contribute to anti-social behaviour and crime’.  Policies SCR21 and SCR23 seek the provision of recreational facilities and play facilities, respectively, concurrent with new residential developments.  In addition, Policy SCR 20 supports the development of recreational facilities in general, while Policy SCR 22 resolves to provide children’s play facilities in regional parks and other suitable locations.  

It is stated in Chapter 11 (Urban Design) that ‘in all cases, [recreational] facilities must be appropriately located and overlooked by adjoining accommodation to ensure passive surveillance’.  

Several of the Specific Objectives contained in Chapter 13 of the Development Plan and the Specific Local Objectives (SLO’s) in Chapter 14, relate to the provision of additional recreational facilities in parks and in other locations.  E.g. Para 13.5.3.i includes the following Specific Objectives 

· ‘To endeavour to provide Skateboard Parks in each electoral area within the County’.
· ‘To secure the provision of major leisure facilities within the County’.
· ‘To endeavour to provide swimming pools to meet identified community needs in South Dublin’.
· ‘To consider the development of clubhouses and changing facilities within public parks, where appropriate.’
Similarly, SLO 14 relates to the enhancement of recreational facilities in Ballyowen Park by the provision of an all-weather football pitch complex, while SLO 19 refers to the improvement of Glenaulin Park for a wide range of both active and passive recreational facilities.  

The provision of recreational facilities would clearly contribute towards the alleviation of anti-social behaviour by providing a focus of activity for young people in particular.  

Pedestrian Links

Policy SCR 25 ‘Pedestrian Links and Public Rights-of-Way’ seeks to preserve links which contribute to amenity and that are not a source of anti-social behaviour and seeks to create new links where appropriate.  Paragraph 4.5.ii states ‘the Council is aware of the difficulties which can arise for local residents due to anti-social behaviour in pedestrian ways, particularly along unsupervised and secluded laneways’.  In order to avoid this, it is stated that the Council ‘will ensure that proposed pedestrian links are directly overlooked by housing, are well-lit and are not enclosed by high walls or dense planting’.  In Chapter 11 (Urban Design), more detailed recommendations on design of pedestrian routes in housing estates are set out.  These include that they must be directly overlooked at ground floor level by dwellings (which should front onto the routes), be well-lit, have a straight alignment without secluded corners or bends, shall generally be 3m or greater in width and have boundary walls/fencing not exceeding 1.2m in height.  

Road Design

Anti-social behaviour involving ‘joyriding’ is a problem in some parts of the County.  Chapter 11 of the Development Plan sets out considerations in relation to the design of roads as part of the Sustainable Placemaking Model, and recommends speed restraint measures as per Table 7.2 of the Traffic Management Guidelines Manual.  These measures can help alleviate the ‘joyriding’ problem by making it more difficult to speed.  Devices include entry treatment, shared surfaces, carriageway narrowings and chicanes, speed reduction bends, speed control islands, traffic islands and speed tables/cushions. 

In addition, good urban design in general, as proposed in the Sustainable Placemaking Model referred to earlier, can help to reinforce the need to reduce speed and reduce the dominance of traffic, particularly in residential areas.  Design devices include careful positioning of buildings, ensuring frontage directly onto streets, perpendicular parking, landscaping and use of different materials.  

LOCAL PLANS

There are eleven local plans/studies covering various parts of the South Dublin County area. These are:

Adamstown Local Area Plan, 2001

Adamstown Strategic Development Zone Planning Scheme, 2003

Draft Ballyboden Village Plan, 2006

Ballycullen/Oldcourt Action Plan, 1998

Glenasmole/Bohernabreena Housing and Planning Study, 2002

Killinarden/Kiltipper Action Area Plan, 2000

Newcastle-Lyons Local Area Plan, 2003

Rathcoole Local Area Plan, 2002

Saggart Action Area Plan, 2000

Draft Tallaght Town Centre Plan, 2006

West Tallaght Study, 2003

Most of these plans/studies do not make explicit reference to anti-social behaviour.  However, all contain strategies for local areas involving good layout and design and elements which would promote safety and security and inhibit anti-social behaviour.  Measures include –

· Pedestrian permeability including linkages/connections between existing main streets and development land

· Passive surveillance

· Lighting

· Additional shopping and recreational facilities 

· Speed restraint measures

· Concierge service for and CCTV (Draft Tallaght Town Centre Plan) 

DEVELOPMENT CONTROL

During the development control process, all planning applications are assessed in accordance with policies and objectives contained in the Development Plan, including policies and objectives relevant to anti-social behaviour as set out above.  In addition, in the assessment of larger commercial and residential applications, issues of security and safety are taken into consideration in a number of other ways:

· In some cases, major development proposals are referred to the Garda Crime Prevention Design Advisor for comment.  

· The recommendations contained in a 2002 report by An Garda Siochána entitled ‘Crime Prevention Through Environmental Design – Housing’ are considered in the assessment of relevant planning applications.

· Planning applications with proposals for new parks or open space or implications for existing parks or open space are referred to the Parks Department for comment.  In some cases, issues are raised in relation to anti-social behaviour, safety and security.  

Revisions to planning applications to address these concerns, are frequently sought, in the following ways:

· Further information may be requested from applicants requiring a revised design to deal with safety and security issues.

· Conditions may be attached to permissions dealing with safety and security issues.  
Relevant issues that are routinely examined through the development control process include:

· Need for passive surveillance in open spaces and lanes

· Need for lighting of laneways, open spaces and car parks

· Ensuring planting beside laneways and footpaths does not give cover for anti-social behaviour

· Ensuring there are no secluded corners or bends, etc. in laneways

· Permeability of layouts

· Diversity of uses 

· General design quality

· Pedestrian priority and speed restraint measures 

· Provision of recreational facilities (major applications).
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Following a proposal from Councillor Eamon Tuffy, it was agreed that a sub-committee be set up to examine this matter.

It was proposed and AGREED that the sub-committee would consist of the following members present at the meeting. Cllr Eamon Tuffy, Chairman, indicated that he would welcome other members of the Committee to join the group.

1. Deirdre Mooney, Sectoral Representative

2. Councillor Eamon Tuffy

3. Councillor Cait Keane

4. Councillor Fintan McCarthy

5. Councillor Joe Neville 

6. Directors nomination – (to be confirmed)

UPDATE ON IDA IRELAND ADVANCED PLANNING APPLICATION AT GRANGE CASTLE

Item No. 8
Grange Castle Business Park – IDA planning application.

At the February SPC meeting a presentation was made to the members in respect of the IDA advance planning application in Grange Castle Business Park. (SD06A/0049). A decision to grant permission was made on 15th March 2006. As indicated during the presentation South Dublin County Council will now hold the site available for 12months from the date of decision to grant permission. IDA Ireland have commenced marketing the site to the appropriate clients.

The Report circulated for information was noted.”  

The report was NOTED.
(ii) MINUTES OF MEETING OF ECONOMIC DEVELOPMENT AND PLANNING STRATEGIC POLICY COMMITTEE HELD ON WEDNESDAY 15TH FEBRUARY 2006

“Present:

Councillors




Sectoral Representatives

Robert Dowds




Justin Byrne

Cáit Keane




Jim Fay

Fintan McCarthy




Noel O’Connor

Mick Murphy




Deirdre Mooney

Joe Neville

Shane O’ Connor

Eamon Tuffy

Eamon Walsh

Councillor E. Tuffy, Strategic Policy Committee Chairperson, presided. 

OFFICIALS PRESENT

Tom Doherty, Director of Planning and Deputy Manager

Frank Nevin, Senior Executive Officer, Development

Colin Ryan, Senior Planner, Planning

Michael Kenny,  Senior Planner, Planning

Mairead Hunt, Administrative Officer, Planning

Minutes

At the outset of the meeting Councillor E. Tuffy advised that the Corporate Policy Group replied to previous questions raised regarding the minutes of SPCs.  In this regard, the Corporate Policy Group had advised that there is to be no change made in the format of the minutes.

Minutes of meeting of 30th November 2005, which had been circulated, were proposed by Councillor E. Tuffy, seconded by Councillor C. Keane and APPROVED as a true record and signed. 

Councillor M. Murphy on a point of order queried the contents of the meeting agenda and how the items are formed.  Tom Doherty, Director of Planning stated that this item would be on the next agenda.

EDP/01/06 
PRESENTATION ON “TOWARDS A LIFFEY VALLEY PARK”  BY SEAN O’RIORDAIN

Mr. O’Riordan from ERM Ltd made a presentation to the meeting.

Councillor E. Tuffy thanked Mr. O’Riordan, and a discussion followed with contributions from Councillors M. Murphy, C. Keane, F. McCarthy & E. Tuffy.  Justin Byrne also made a contribution.

Mr. O’Riordan replied to the members questions and stated that this plan is a long term strategy document.

It was noted that submissions may be made on the Draft Strategy up to 15th March to E.R.M.Ltd., 22 Earlsfort Terrace, Dublin 2

EDP/02/06
PRESENTATION ON “IDA IRELAND ADVANCED PLANNING APPLICATION AT GRANGE CASTLE”



Frank Nevin, Senior Executive Officer, Development Department made a presentation to the meeting.

Councillor E. Tuffy thanked Frank Nevin a discussion followed with contributions from Noel O’Connor, Justin Byrne and Councillors C. Keane, E. Tuffy and R. Dowds.

Councillor E. Tuffy stated it was not the business of the SPC to discuss live planning applications.

Members were informed that the application is for a 10 year permission and if planning permission is granted, South Dublin County Council will hold the site for a period of 12 months to enable the IDA to find a client.

EDP/03/06
SUBMISSIONS FROM MEMBERS ON FACILITATING
EXPANSION OF EXISTING BUSINESSES IN SOUTH DUBLIN COUNTY
Councillor E. Tuffy stated that the number on the live register of unemployed is above the national average in Clondalkin and Tallaght and is increasing.

There followed a discussion with contributions from Councillor E. Tuffy, S. O’Connor, C. Keane and J. Neville.

Contributions were also made by Jim Fay and Deirdre Mooney.

It was agreed to re-enter this item on the next agenda for discussion.

Jim Fay requested that items and documents are received in advance of the meeting so that their contents could be fully considered.

It was agreed on enquiry from Cllr. M. Murphy that a progress report on public ownership of lands would be on the agenda for the next meeting.  

EDP/04/06
Development Management – Consultation Draft of Guidelines for Planning Authorities

This item was deferred

EDP/05/06
Policy on maintaining existing residential Cul-De-Sacs 

This item was deferred

EDP/06/06
Schedule of Local Area Plans, Action Plans, & Studies to be completed pursuant to the County Council’s Development Plan 2004-2010 

The Report circulated for information was noted.  

Meeting concluded at 7.10pm”


The Minutes were NOTED.
(C/0354/06)
ARTS, CULTURE, GAEILGE, EDUCATION & LIBRARIES SPC MEETING, 25/05/06 - (I) REPORT, (II) MINUTES OF 16/02/06
The following reports by the Manager, which had been circulated, were CONSIDERED:

(i) Report of Arts, Culture, An Gaeilge, Education & Libraries Strategic Policy Committee Held on 25th May 2006 in the Council Chamber
“Attendance

Members

Cllr J Hannon


Officials

Cllr M Ardagh


P Smith, Director of Community Services

Cllr G Cullen                          
B. Coman, Senior Executive Officer

Cllr C Keane


A.Nic Donnacha
Cllr J Neville


O Scannell, Arts Officer

Cllr G O’Connell


C Orr, Public Art Coordinator

J Fay                                              

An Cathaoirleach Cllr. J. Hannon presided.

1. Minutes of meeting of 16th February 2006 – Proposed by Cllr J. Hannon and seconded by Cllr. J. Neville and agreed.

2. Matters Arising – Agreed that any matters arising were on agenda for the meeting.
3. Farmers Market - Update

An update report on progress which had been circulated was discussed to which all the members contributed. Questions were raised in relation to the standard, quality, management and control of the proposed Market at High Street and responded to by P.Smith and B.Coman. It was also reiterated that the preferred location is in the Cultural Quarter at the Council offices but having regard to lack of availability at this location for a period due to proposed construction works it was agreed that the location of the Market in the interim be High Street and aim towards a start date in September 2006.  

Proposed by Cllr J. Hannon, Seconded by Cllr M. Ardagh and agreed that:

 “the report on the Farmers Market be accepted and recommended to the Council and two members of the SPC be approved to act as members of the management working group with the High Street Management Group.”

In this regard, Cllr C. Keane, Proposed by Cllr G. Cullen, Seconded by Cllr G. O’Connell and Cllr J. Neville, Proposed by Cllr M. Ardagh, Seconded by J. Fay be selected as representative members of the Arts, Culture, An Gaeilge, Education and Libraries Strategic Policy Committee.

Proposed by J. Fay, Seconded by Cllr C. Keane and agreed 

“that the Market be named “South Dublin County Council Farmers Market Tallaght.”   

4. Arts Centre update

A report on progress in relation to this report was presented. The members were advised the advertisement for submissions re expressions of interest was entered into the EU Journal as required.

The Members welcomed the report and the report was noted

5. Per Cent for Art – In Context 3 Report

C. Orr presented an overview of progress in the Per Cent for Art programme to date and outlined the final stages of the selection of the artists to be awarded the commissions.

The Members welcomed the presentation.


6. Templeogue Sculptural Commission

A report was presented to the meeting by C.Orr and O. Scannell on the position re location, artist and sculpture selected.

Following debate the Members welcomed the presentation.

7. Draft Guidelines for the Delivery of Public Art in Private Developments 

A report on the Draft Guidelines was presented by O. Scannell, Arts Officer particularly on the mechanisms proposed for such delivery and the commissioning process to which the members contributed. It was agreed that the Public Art Steering Group prepare an annual report on progress with delivering public art in private developments and be presented to this Strategic Policy Committee and the County Council.

8. Fused ‘06

O. Scannell, Arts Officer presented a report on the forthcoming SDCC Arts Festival to run from 15th July to 22nd July 2006.

The report outlined the various events on the programme which is countywide ranging from visual arts, dance, literature and music to film.

The members congratulated O.Scannell and the Council for the exciting programme of events arranged.

9. Seachtain na Gaeilge report.

A. Ni Dhonnacha, Irish Officer, presented a report on the success of Seachtain na Gaeilge 2006 outlining the variety of events held and the enthusiastic support and attendance for the programme.

The members congratulated Aoileann for her input and the Council for the success of the programme.

10. Anti-Social Behaviour

B. Coman reported to the members on this issue and the need for all Strategic Policy Committees to be involved in forwarding ideas and actions to combat the problem.

Following much debate by the members at which they expressed their wish to maintain this item on the agenda for further meetings and debate a number of ideas were put forward for consideration in addition to an active outreach programme in accordance with the Council’s adopted Arts Development Strategy.

These included : - Graffiti/Urban Art/Mural Programme

                          Identify Youth Needs with a view to career long viability eg              Jockey Training/Apprenticeship, Motor Racing track

                               Events around the Halloween Theme eg Street Theatre and Arts Competition

Agreed that the matter be subject to further consideration and debate at next meeting.

11. Any Other Business

Cllr Lahart had requested that the Council consider the identification of a suitable outdoor location for Artists to display and sell on a commercial basis their works similar to that at Merrion Square. It was agreed to investigate such a possibility and report back to the Committee at a further meeting.

The meeting concluded at 7.15 pm.”
It was proposed by Councillor T. Ridge, seconded by Councillor K. Warren:
“That the recommendations contained in the report of the Arts, Culture, An Gaeilge, Education and Libraries Strategic Policy 25th May 2006 be ADOPTED and APPROVED.”

(ii) Minutes of Arts, Culture, An Gaeilge, Education & Libraries

Strategic Policy Committee Held on 16th February 2006 in the Council Chamber

“Attendance

Members

Cllr J Hannon


Officials

Cllr M Ardagh


P Smith, Director of Community Services

Cllr S O’Connor                         B. Coman, Senior Executive Officer

Cllr C Keane


I. Stobbart, Senior Librarian

Cllr J Neville


O Scannell, Arts Officer

Cllr G O’Connell


C Orr, Public Art Coordinator

Cllr J Lahart                              A.Nic Donnacha

B O’Gaibhin





J Fay

An Cathaoirleach Cllr. J. Hannon presided.

1. Minutes of meeting of 1st December 2005 – Proposed by J. Fay and seconded by Cllr. J. Neville and agreed.

2.
Matters Arising – Agreed that any matters arising were on agenda for the meeting.
3. 
Market – Update

An update report which had been circulated was discussed to which the members contributed. Questions were raised in relation to the standard, quality and control of the proposed Market at High Street. It was also reiterated that the preferred location is in the Cultural Quarter at the Council offices.  

Following further general discussion it was agreed to refer back with a further report to an early meeting of the Working Group of Committee.

4.
Public Arts Programme

A presentation was given by Caroline Orr on the Public Arts Programme  - Per Cent for Arts Scheme and an update on the Website /Info pack. 

The presentation was noted

5.
Libraries Report

I. Stobbart, Senior Librarian presented an overview of current services being provided by the Libraries and responded to various queries from the Members.  This was followed by a further presentation by Ian on ICT AND Service Delivery and in particular Borrow Books.ie which is to be formally launched by the Minister of the Environment and Local Government at the County Library, Tallaght on Monday 20th February 2006.  

The Members welcomed the presentations.


6. New Works  - Update

An update report on New Works was noted as follows: -

· The proposed County Arts Centre

· Brookfield Community Centre

· Ballyowen Community Centre

· Kiltalown House

· Templeogue House

7. Any Other Business

A report on the Preparation of a Draft Language Scheme by the Council in accordance with Section 11 of the Official Languages Act 2003 was presented to the Committee. Members also raised the matter of holding an Irish Conference to raise the identity of the County. The report was noted.

B. O’Gaibhin indicated that over 60 events are this year scheduled for Seachtain na Gaeilge 

The meeting concluded at 7.10 pm.”
The Minutes were NOTED.
(C/0355/06)
REPORTS REQUESTED BY AREA COMMITTEES
It was NOTED that there was no report under this heading.
(C/0356/06)
QUESTIONS

It was proposed by Councillor T. Ridge, seconded by Councillor  K. Warren and RESOLVED:

“That pursuant to Standing Order No. 13 Questions numbered Q1 to Q26 be ADOPTED and APPROVED.” 
(C/0357/06)
ELECTORAL REGISTER

QUESTION: Councillor M. Corr

To ask the Manager to bring a report to the next meeting of the Council setting out his assessment of the state of the Electoral Register and the steps he is taking or intends to take to compile an accurate up-to-date register and the amount of additional monies for this purpose that will be provided to South Dublin County Council following Minister Roche's announcement?
REPLY:
Each year the Council would normally provide the necessary staffing resources and meet the associated costs of carrying out an annual review of the Register of Electors.  As regards this year’s review, however, it is understood that proposals with regard to additional resources and the methodology of the review are pending from the Minister for Environment, Heritage and Local Government.  Additional staffing and financial resources would, most likely, significantly improve the accuracy and completeness of the Register of Electors.
By circular letter F05/06 dated 25th May 2006 the Department of the Environment, Heritage and Local Government has informed the Council of a package of measures, to be implemented over the coming months, aimed at assisting registration authorities in working to improve the accuracy and comprehensiveness of the Register, including an early start to the campaign in respect of the 2007/08 Register.  Work is underway on the detailed arrangements in relation to the measures generally and these will be notified to registration authorities as soon as possible.
(C/0358/06)
TRANSIENT SITES
QUESTION: Councillor M. Daly
To ask the Manager to give an update on progress made on the provision of traveller accommodation specifically Transient sites. Will he be able to accommodate travellers moving into the county during the summer period and if not how will he deal with this issue should it arise?
REPLY:

The Council’s current Traveller Accommodation Programme was unanimously adopted by the Council on 9th May 2005 and covers the period up to the end of 2008. The programme is an ambitious programme to provide 215 units of Traveller Specific Accommodation throughout the County during the course of the Programme. This accommodation is to provide for both immediate requirements and future family formations

Progress on the delivery of the Programme has been significant. In the first year of the Programme some 25 units of accommodation were provided while a further 5 units have been completed to date this year (schemes at Belgard Park, Daletree Place, Lock Road and St Aidan’s Close). It is anticipated that a further 28 units of accommodation will be completed this year (schemes at Hazel Hill, Killinarden; Fortunestown and Haydens Lane Lucan).

It is planned to commence up to a further 71 units of accommodation in the current year (schemes at Stocking Lane; Kishoge; Lynches Lane; Tay Lane; Fonthill Road and Coldcut Road) either through direct procurement or negotiated arrangements under Part V of the Planning and Development Acts. This means that some 58% of the Adopted Programme would have been either completed or commenced by the end of the current year. 
In accordance with the provisions of the Housing (Traveller Accommodation) Act 1998, it is an objective of the Council as set out in the Adopted Traveller Accommodation Programme to fully investigate the need to provide transient accommodation for families visiting the county during the currency of the Programme.

It is the agreed policy of the Council that a Regional approach to the provision of such transient accommodation is required and that the advancement of proposals for transient accommodation are to be prepared in conjunction with all the other Local Authorities in the Greater Dublin area.  In developing the current Programme, all of these authorities were contacted for their position on the matter, and the general thrust of their replies was that priority must be accorded to families seeking permanent accommodation before the seasonal needs of Travellers, who largely have already been accommodated, are addressed. At present there are no transient provisions available in the Greater Dublin Area for Travellers moving into the region during the summer however such occurrences have greatly reduced in recent years as the number of nomadic Travellers has reduced. The matter will be kept under review during the currency of the Programme and the Local Traveller Accommodation Consultative Committee will be asked for their advice as required.
(C/0359/06)
GAA CHAMPIONSHIPS - FLYING DUBLIN FLAG
QUESTION: Councillor M. Daly 
To ask the Manager to confirm that he will ensure that the Dublin flag will be flown from Halla an Chontae during the summer in support of Dublin teams playing in this years football hurling and camogie championships?
REPLY:

Arrangements will be made to fly the Dublin Flag prior to and during the GAA Championship matches during the summer. 
(C/0360/06)
STADIUM, WHITESTOWN WAY
QUESTION: Councillor M. Daly
To ask the Manager to update the Council on developments at the stadium on Whitestown way.

REPLY:

The Council has completed the transfer of the title to the stadium lands back into its ownership and detailed negotiations have been conducted with the design team and the original contractor who is still in possession of the site following which  substantial agreement has been reached on the clarification of works necessary to complete the stadium i.e. partially built stand and adjoining functional facilities and main pitch and car-parking. It had been hoped work would be commenced as soon as possible following the decision of the Council on 13/2/2006 to proceed with the development as originally proposed and the duration of the works was estimated at nine months. 
However, in the meantime an application to the High Court by Cumann Tomás Daibhis for leave to seek a judicial review of the Council’s decision under the Part 8 public consultation process was served on the Council and was listed for hearing on 8/5/2006. Shamrock Rovers F.C. has requested the court to be allowed to be joined as a notice party for the proceedings. The hearing of the application was adjourned until 29th May 2006 with liberty to the Council to file a reply and Shamrock Rovers F.C. to file a motion to be joined as a notice party. At the hearing on the 29th May the matter was further adjourned to 26th June 2006.  

Pending the outcome of the judicial review application, the Council is not in a position to progress the matter further. 

(C/0361/06)
ILLEGAL DUMPING AT ‘BRING CENTRES’
QUESTION: Councillor M. Daly
To ask the Manager will he comment on the need to monitor and fine illegal dumping at 'bring centres' which are causing huge distress to communities who live close by and will possibly lead to calls for their removal. This will set back the county's recycling ambitions?
REPLY:
The Waste Management Plan for the Dublin Region 2005 – 2010 contains specific objectives in relation waste minimisation and recycling. The Plan provides for the continued expansion of a network of Bring Banks and the possible upgrading of some existing sites. 

The Council currently manages/supports 48 Bring Bank sites in addition to its Civic Amenity and Recycling Centre at Ballymount. The addresses of the Bring Banks can be viewed on the Council’s website www.southdublin.ie  The  majority of these sites accept glass and cans only, nine also accept plastic bottles and a further eight also accept textiles. 
The use of the existing sites by the public has demonstrated to the Council that there is a strong demand for recycling facilities throughout the county. 

Accordingly the Council is constantly seeking new locations to site Bring Banks. 
In November 2005 the Environment Strategic Policy Committee established a Working Group which will ‘inter alia’ make recommendations in relation to:
· Criteria for expanding the network

· Maintenance standards

· How to encourage responsible u

The Working Group will present a report to the September meeting of the StrategicPolicy Committee.

Dumping has become an unfortunate reality at some of the Bring Bank locations throughout the County. This has become such a problem at the plastic bottle containers that Council staff experience ongoing and increasing pressure from local communities for the removal of the facilities. Council staff are working to protect these sites so that recycling facilities are available to residents in as close proximity to their local areas as possible. 

If a recyclable container is full(whether it is a container for glass, plastic bottles , cans or textiles), any material left adjacent to the container is regarded by the Council as littering. Leaving material in this fashion is a disamenity, is unsightly and because of the scale of this type of littering and dumping, it leads to the demands for removal of the facilities. When material is dumped at the sites, it is necessary for  Council staff to remove and dispose of the material which puts an additional unnecessary pressure on the resources available to keep the county clean.

The Council recently confirmed its anti-litter policy by agreeing a Name and Shame policy whereby those successfully prosecuted for litter offences will be named by the Council in the press media. The Council’s Litter Wardens will continue to be vigilant and any person found littering at Bring Banks and at other locations will be served with an ‘on the spot’ fine or will be liable to a direct prosecution in Court in relation to the offence as appropriate.

Council staff are implementing both national and local Council policy to combat the litter problem generally and to achieve a cleaner environment for the residents of our County.

(C/0362/06)
DISABILITY TRAINING
QUESTION: Councillor R. Dowds
To ask the Manager
1. To outline the information he has on disability training within South Dublin County Council and 
2. To name the person in charge of that area of responsibility?

REPLY:
Disability Awareness Courses are arranged for Council staff by the Council's Training Unit in the Human Resources Department.
To date 340 staff have attended these courses and it is planned to run more  before the end of the year.
The main objectives of the course are,
* To give an overview of disability and the different types of disability including physical, sensory and hidden disabilities such as Mental Health 
and Learning Disabilities. 
* To explore personal experiences of disability.
* To explore the Models of Disability and promote a right based , equality focused approach.
* To raise awareness of disability issues such as the barriers that can exist for people with disabilities and the myths often associated with disability.
* To communicate appropriately with all service users. To develope an understanding of etiquette and access issues.
* To understand disability, as an issue in relation to service provision, and, within the workplace.
* To understand the current legislative framework as it applies to people with disabilities
The Administrative Officer in charge for the Training Unit is Larry  Kelly,  Ext 4125
(C/0363/06)
TAKING-IN-CHARGE
QUESTION: Councillor R. Dowd

To ask the Manager for an up to date report on Taking in Charge of estates in South County Dublin including the following:
 (a) The number of estates to be taken in charge, electoral area by electoral area.

(b) Delays in Taking in Charge.

 (c) The approach of the County Council to ensure swift Taking in Charge.

d) How tardy developers are dealt with?

REPLY:

 Number of Estates to be Taken-in-Charge.   

The following list sets out the estates where construction work is completed and the roads and services await taking-in-charge:

Lucan/Clondalkin Area




NO. OF HOUSES
 ESTATE


DEVELOPER



ESTATES WHICH HAVE BEEN RECOMMENDED FOR TAKING IN CHARGE 


94 
Ash Park Esker Lane  


Cavan Developments



219
Esker Meadow, Lucan


Dwyer-Nolan Developments.



124
Hayden's Park (Phase 1) Lucan

Kingscroft Ltd & Tower Homes



140
John's Bridge Estate, Griffeen Lucan
Castlethorn/Gable Developments



ESTATES WHERE TAKING IN CHARGE RECOMMENDATIONS ARE BEING PREPARED:



132
Foxborough Estate  C, Clondalkin
Edencross Construction Ltd



240
Foxborough Estate D, Clondalkin

Edencross Construction Ltd



64
Kilcarberry Castle, Old Nangor Rd
Durkan New Homes Ltd. 

Clondalkin



146
Liffey Valley Park, Willsbrook

Maplewood Homes



99
Mount Andrew, Willsbrook

Maplewood Homes Ltd.




27
Moy Glas (Phase 2), Lucan

Castlethorn/Courtland/Lyncourt



16
Newlands Rd Ex Sth, Clondalkin

Guardian Homes



203
Tullyhall, Lucan



Kingscroft /Hollioake/Tower



6
Upper Cross, Ballyowen Lane

Liam Wall Construction



ESTATES WHERE TAKING-IN- CHARGE WORKS REMAIN OUTSTANDING



4
Cnoc Aoibheann, Lucan


Weston Properties Ltd.



3
Copse, Lucan



Weston Properties Ltd



40
Hayden's Park (Phase 2), Lucan

Kingscroft Ltd & Tower Homes



69
Larksfield. Lucan


Fitzgibbon Bros



110
Mount Bellew, Willsbrook

Fitzgibbon Bros



80
Old Forge, Griffeen Lucan

Shelman



108
Rossberry, Lucan


Kingscroft Ltd & Hollioake Ltd

Tallaght Area



ESTATES WHICH HAVE BEEN RECOMMENDED FOR TAKING IN CHARGE 



164
Ely Manor, Ballycullen


Maplewood Homes



63
Pairc Gleann Trasna, Aylesbury

Kranock Construction Ltd.



ESTATES WHERE TAKING IN CHARGE RECOMMENDATIONS ARE BEING PREPARED:



52
Carrighmore Estate, Aylesbury

Kranock Construction Ltd.



11
Castlefield Avenue, Knocklyon

Brian Durkan & Co. Ltd



141
Daletree (Phase 1 & lA), Ballycullen
Maplewood Homes



142
Daletree (Phase 2), Ballycullen

Maplewood Homes



148
Ellensborough  (Phase 4), Tallaght
Durkan New Homes Ltd.



300
Ellensborough  Phases 1, 2 & 3,

Durkan New Homes Ltd. 

Tallaght



91
Ferncourt (Phase 1), Ballycullen

Maplewood Homes



85
Ferncourt (Phase 2), Ballycullen

Maplewood Homes



97
Hazelgrove, Tallaght


Kelland Homes Ltd.



50
Mont Pelier, Jobstown


Durkan New Homes Ltd.



177
Oak Dale, Ballycullen


Maplewood homes



54
Old Court, Ballycullen


Maplewood Homes




59
Parklands, Ballycullen


Maplewood Homes



130
Swiftbrook, Tallaght


Kelland Homes Ltd.



ESTATES WHERE ROADS ONLY - HAVE BEEN TAKEN IN CHARGE



66
Sundale (Phase 1), Tallaght

Kelland Homes Ltd.



108
Sundale (Phase 2), Tallaght

Kelland Homes Ltd.


80
Sundale (Phase 3), Tallaght

Kelland Homes Ltd.



112
Sundale (Phase 4), Tallaght

Kelland Homes Ltd.



132
Sundale (Phase 6), Tallaght

Kelland Homes Ltd.



ESTATES WHERE TAKING-IN-CHARGE WORKS REMAIN OUTSTANDING



150
DeSelby, Tallaght


Kelland Homes Ltd.



230
Verschoyle (Phase 1), Saggart

Kingscroft Developments



ESTATES SUBJECT TO LEGAL DIFFICULTIES:



40
Newhall Court, Blessington Road

William Smith



4
Sylvan Avenue, Kingswood

Mondale Const. Ltd.

Terenure/Rathfarnham Area



ESTATES WHERE TAKING-IN-CHARGE RECOMMENDATIONS ARE BEING PREPARED:



6
The Recorders (154 Whitehall Road)
Anthony Graham



ESTATES WHERE TAKING-IN-CHARGE WORKS REMAIN OUTSTANDING



7
Barton Avenue, Rathfarnham

John J. McDonald Ltd.



158
Orlagh Grove (Phase 2),


Menolly Properties Ltd




Scholarstown



85
Stonepark Abbey (Ph. 1, 2 & 3)

M & N O'Grady Devs.




Rathfarnham

When a request is received by the Council to have the roads and services in an estate taken in charge, the developer is requested to submit “as constructed” drawings, including a drainage survey.  

On receipt of the above documentation a detailed inspection is carried out in order to verify that the development has been completed in accordance with the planning permission and that the roads, footpaths, public lighting and drainage have been completed to a satisfactory taking in charge standard.  

Should any works remain outstanding a detailed listing is issued to the developer with a request that these works be carried out.

The formal taking in charge procedure is initiated on the issue of the final certification that the necessary taking-in-charge works are satisfactorily completed.  

The Council’s Building Control Inspectorate liaise constantly with developers to ensure that all necessary taking-in-charge works are carried out as quickly as possible, after the completion of construction works on estates.

It should be noted that generally speaking the Council provides services such as public lighting, road sweeping and bin collection in advance of the formal taking-in-charge of estates. 

It is the policy of this Council to ensure that all the necessary taking-in- charge works are carried out by developers prior to the taking-in-charge of estates. To ensure the implementation of this policy the security, which is lodged by the developer, at the commencement of the development, is held by the Council and is released only on certification that all necessary works have been carried out.

In the event of a developer failing to carry out the necessary taking-in-charge works, the Council are entitled to sequester the security and to utilise same to arrange for the carrying out of the necessary works. 

(C/0364/06)
20% AFFORDABLE HOUSING IN THE COUNTY
QUESTION: Councillor R. Dowds

To ask the Manager for an explanation as to why our County Council has not sought to achieve 20% affordable housing within our county?
REPLY:
The Council’s Housing Strategy, which was prepared in accordance with Part V of the Planning and Development Act 2000, was adopted by the Council at its meeting held on 11th June, 2001. Subsequently, this Strategy was reviewed and now forms an integral part of the County Development Plan 2004-2010, which was adopted by the Council on 10th November, 2004.

When reviewing the strategy, a number of factors such as ,The Regional Planning Guidelines forecast of the number of households required in South Dublin by 2010, the continuing decline in average household size, the 2002 Census of Population, the distribution of social/affordable housing throughout the county were taken into account.   As a result the need in South Dublin was determined and agreed at 15% by the Council.

The successful roll-out of the strategy adopted in June 2001 was also considered. The flexibility introduced by the Planning & Development Amendment Act 2002 was also central to the review of the strategy. Having regard to all of the relevant factors, the Council adopted the strategy as part of the County Development Plan.

There will be an opportunity for the Council to review the housing strategy, at the time of the mid term review of the County Development Plan 2004-2010.

(C/0365/06)
HEALTH ISSUES - OVERHEAD POWERLINES

QUESTION: Councillor D. Keating
To ask the Manager to report on what I requested and that was agreed at the Council Meeting on 8th May 2006, that he would initiate the process to bring forward the Report on Health Issues associated with buildings being closely situated to overhead power lines. Many other countries are already exercising prudence avoidance principles by ensuring that there is a minimum distance of 90 metres between buildings and overhead power lines. It is desirable to have the Local Authority, Developers and the ESB engage on this matter and begin the process of putting such power lines underground in the interest of Health and Safety. In addition to these required retrospective works, future planning permissions should include conditions requiring that nearby overhead power lines must be rerouted underground?
REPLY:
This matter is being researched at present.  Given the nature of the issue and reference in the question to practice in other countries, it is necessary to consult with the relevant authorities on the matter in the first instance.  In the meantime the World Health Organisation’s website gives information with regard to this matter and the question of addressing any associated health issues through the International Electromagnetic Fields Project where any health consequence needs can be identified and appropriate mitigation steps taken if deemed necessary.
http://www.who.int/mediacentre/factsheets/fs205/en/
(C/0366/06)
ROAD INFRASTRUCTURE
QUESTION:  Councillor D. Keating

To ask that the Manager would agree to take account of the value of such amenity as parklands when planning new proposed road infrastructure. Such parkland amenity is often of crucial importance to the quality of life of local communities and when confronted with the prospect losing such amenity in the context of the planning process, it becomes the subject of considerable anxiety to that community?
REPLY:

During the course of the preparation of the County Development Plan the necessary road infrastructure for the development of the county is identified and road reservations are identified in a series of objectives. The parklands are also identified in a similar manner and the value of such amenities are taken into account during the adoption process of the Development Plan.  Very often such parkland incorporates road reservations as a temporary measure pending the Council being able to construct such roads as resources permit and to prevent unauthorised and inappropriate use. In some cases this has continued for a number of years and the reservation is forgotten about.  In most cases these reservations are well known to the community and the public consultation process which the council engages in during the course of the development of a road scheme helps to allay such fears as that described.  

(C/0367/06)
SKATE PARKS IN OTHER AREAS IN COUNTY

QUESTION: Councillor D. Keating
To ask that the Manager would agree to engage in an examination of the feasibility of Skate Park facilities for other areas in the County following completion of the Lucan Skate Park and following a six month period of usage. In recent months there has been an increase in the interest shown by many young people in other areas in acquiring a Skate Park facility. In such a case it would be appropriate to learn from the experience in Lucan?
REPLY:

There is increasing interest in skateboarding in Ireland as a result of the existing unofficial use of public areas by skateboarders and the recent announcement of Government funds to contribute to the building of a number of skate parks throughout the country.  
South Dublin County Council is one of the first Local Authorities in the country to undertake the building of a skate park which is now under construction in Griffeen Valley Park in Lucan.This is a pilot project and accordingly it is premature to plan the construction of skate parks in other areas of the County until the Lucan one has been opened and its operation monitored over a period.  

The consideration of Skateparks in other areas will depend on the evaluation of the Lucan Project.

(C/0368/06)
LITTER PROBLEMS

QUESTION: Councillor D. Keating
To ask the Manager what additional measures he intends introducing to compliment the existing services available in the county, to tackle in a more serious and determined way the growing Litter problems.  Would the Manager please agree to establish a New Working Group to include the Gardaí so before the matter worsens, despite the great efforts of civic minded Residents, Tidy Towns Committees etc.?
REPLY:
The Council’s approach to the problem of control and eradication of litter pollution is multi-faceted.The problem is addressed by; 

· Cleansing,

· Road Sweeping 

· Enforcement, 

· Awareness measures  

· Supporting and encouraging local communities and individuals  
Cleansing 
The Council’s Cleansing Unit provide a service in removing dumped material from public places throughout the County. Every effort is made to identify those responsible for such dumping so that legal action can be taken against them. The Council’s Litter Wardens rely heavily on the vigilance of the public in reporting such dumping and littering offences, to ensure every effort is made to keep the County clean and litter free.

Road sweeping

The Council provides by contract with Oxigen Environmental Ltd., a road sweeping service which controls litter on main roads, dual carriageways, motorways and within housing estates. In this process litter is removed from roads and from adjacent grass margins on a cyclical basis. Further improvements in this service have been agreed with the contractor.

The Council also provides a handcart service for village cleaning. Two additional handcart operatives were appointed in 2005, bringing the total number of handcart operatives employed to 13. Green Sweeping Machines are provided in five village areas.

Enforcement

The Council employs six Litter Wardens on a fulltime basis whose role is to enforce the Litter Pollution and relevant Waste Management legislation throughout the County.  Each Litter Warden is assigned to a specific area of the County. As a result of their work 1,050 on-the-spot fines for littering were issued in 2005 and a total of 199 cases were referred for legal proceedings for non payment of fines and for dumping offences. 

 Awareness measures

The Council’s Environmental Awareness Programme places a significant emphasis on the elimination of litter, by encouraging responsible individual and community behaviour and by supporting community and resident associations to address the problem in their own areas.  The Council continues to highlight the important role which the community can play in reducing litter in the county. 

The Council actively encourages schools in the County to participate in the Green Schools Programme which is co-ordinated by An Taisce. This is a European-wide environmental education programme aimed at schools, which strongly promotes anti-litter awareness and recycling. Schools which successfully complete their Green Schools programme are awarded a European Green Flag which is valid for a two year period each time.

The school visit programme involves visits by a Litter Warden to inform students of the negative impact of litter and illegal dumping on their local community.

Supporting and encouraging local communities and individuals  

The Beautiful South Dublin County – Atha Cliath Theas go Deas competition is an annual event organised by the Council and replaces the former Tidy Districts competition. Strong emphasis is placed in the judging criteria, on the absence of litter in applicants local areas. The overall objective of the competition is to promote a sense of pride by residents in their localities by carrying out improvements in their own environment.  
The Council also supports towns in the County who enter the national Tidy Towns competition by carrying out of local environmental works and by giving general advice and assistance.

Each year the Council encourages the public to engage in an ECO week which promotes general environmental awareness. Demonstrations and promotions are held at a number of locations throughout the County.

The Council invites applications annually from individuals and groups for anti-litter awareness grants. These grants are paid towards projects which promote anti-litter awareness in the community and which make a positive impact locally. 

County Strategy: A Place to Protect
In the review of the County Strategy, ‘South Dublin: A Place for People’ under the  ‘A place to protect’ theme, priority Action 23 states as follows, 

‘Promote the concept of a litter free County through awareness and enforcement measures’ 

The implementation of this task will involve the collaboration of all the member agencies of the South Dublin County Development Board, including the Garda Siochana, with particular reference to the work of the Environment Strategic Policy Committee of the Council. 

General

The Council is aware of the continuous need to monitor/improve its anti-littering services. However with the various approaches as outlined above progress is being made eg, in the recent IBAL (Irish Business against Litter) survey results Tallaght achieved  ‘litter free status’  for the first time. Further improvements can be achieved by influencing public attitudes and maintaining standards to the highest level possible through the measures already in place.

(C/0369/06)
WARNING LETTERS / ENFORCEMENT NOTICES
QUESTION: Councillor D. Keating
To ask the Manager to provide details, in list form, of the top ten individuals and /or companies issued with most Warning Letters and Enforcement Notices in the last year? 
REPLY:

From June 2005 to May 2006, 262 Warning Letters were issued.  Details of people served with Warning Letters cannot be revealed as Warning Letters may relate to alleged unauthorised development. 

From June 2005 to May 2006, 135 Enforcement Notices were issued. 

Company / Person                                                     No. of Enforcement Notices 
William Wall, 55 Cherrywood Park, Clondalkin                              
3 

Cathy Wall, 55 Cherrywood Park, Clondalkin                                   
 3 

 HSS Ltd, Keatings Park, Rathcoole, Co. Dublin                                
 2 

Threefold Project Management, Unit 2 Dundrum Business Park        
2  

South Adventure Ltd, West County Hotel, Clare Road, Ennis    
     
2 

 

Richard Mockler, 22 Coldwater Lakes, Saggart, Co. Dublin          

2 

 

Jeanette Mockler, 22 Coldwater Lakes, Saggart, Co. Dublin          
2 

 

Richard Mockler Ltd, Fonthill House, New Road, Clondakin            
2 

 

New Road Motor Company, Fonthill House, New Road, Clondalkin   
2 

Don Fagan, 499 Orwell Park Way                                              
2

Sean Fagan, 499 Orwell Park Way                                              
2

 

Helen Fagan, 499 Orwell Park Way                                            
2

                                                       

(C/0370/06)
NUMBER OF SOCIAL HOUSING UNITS
QUESTION: Councillor J. Lahart

To ask the Manager to outline how many Social Houses have been constructed this year to date and how many are projected for the year end.

REPLY:
The Department of the Environment Heritage & Local Government approved 1,927 housing starts as part of the Multi Annual Construction programme 2004-2008.

Currently there are 833 housing units on site throughout the county excluding the units being provided under Part V Arrangements.

The following is a breakdown of the number of social units completed by this Local Authority this year to date and the number of units currently on site to be completed by year end.
Completions in 2006 :-

TALLAGHT AREA

	Total
	No. of Units 
	Completion Dates

	Fettercairn
	9
	February 2006 

	Fettercairn
	8
	May 2006 

	Deerpark
	11
	May 2006

	Sub Total
	28
	


LUCAN / CLONDALKIN AREA

	Scheme Name
	No of Units
	Completion

	Moorfield
	9
	January 2006

	Shancastle
	11
	March 2006

	Moorfield
	21
	February 2006

	Total
	41
	


SCHEMES CURRENTLY ON SITE

TALLAGHT AREA

	Scheme Name
	No. of Units on Site
	Completion Dates

	Fettercairn Village Phase 1  
	1
	May 2006 

	Avonbeg, Phase 3
	47
	In phases September, 2006

	Fortunestown B, Phase 2
	66 (+52 Vol. Units)
	May 2006 

	Fortunestown B, Phase 4
	120
	July, 2006

	Fortunestown B, Phase 1
	110
	May, 2006

	Deer Park (Joint Venture)
	108
	(In phases) April 2006

	Brookfield Village+ Community Facility
	16
	September / October 2006  

	Total
	468
	


LUCAN / CLONDALKIN AREA 






On Site

	Scheme Name
	No. Of Units
	Completion

	Shancastle Ph,1(SH 243)
	15
	Late May 

	Balgaddy “E” (SH 210)
	100
	June 2006

	Mayfield ( SH 244)
	36
	June 2006 

	St Finians
	4
	December 2006

	Total 



      155


(C/0371/06)
NUMBER OF SOCIAL HOUSING UNITS COMPLETED
QUESTION: Councillor J. Lahart
To ask the Manager to outline how many Social Houses have been completed by the Local Authority and how many have been completed on the Council's behalf by developers.
REPLY:

The Council's Housing Strategy, which was prepared in accordance with Part V of the Planning & Development Act 2000, was adopted by the Council at its meeting held on 11th June, 2001.  This Strategy was reviewed and now forms an integral part of the County Development Plan 2004 - 2010, which was adopted by the Council on 10th November, 2004.
The strategy requires 15% of all residential developments to be reserved for Social/Affordable housing purposes. To date 43 local authority social housing units have been procured and occupied throughout the County through Part V arrangements.  

Location of units within the remit of the Tallaght Area Committee.

Marlfield Tallaght                                              27

Daletree Ballycullen                                            8

Location of units within the remit of the Lucan/Clondalkin Area Committee:

Ballyowen Hall, Lucan                                8 (an additional 4 units yet to be acquired)

Total                                                      43 (Tallaght & Lucan/Clondalkin ACM) 

The Department of the Environment Heritage & Local Government approved 1,927 housing starts as part of the Council's Multi Annual Construction programme 2004-2008. At present there are 833 housing units on site throughout the county excluding the units being provided under Part V arrangements.  

During the current multi annual construction programme (excluding the completions under Part V) there were 215 completions in 2004; 270 no in 2005 and 69 in 2006 to date giving a total number of completions to date in the current programme of 554. It is anticipated that a further 623 social housing units will be completed during the current year.

(C/0372/06)
FLEXIBILITY CLAUSE IN SOCIAL HOUSING PROVISION
QUESTION: Councillor J. Lahart
To ask the Manager to outline for Members in what way the flexibility clause in the Social Housing provision  has been utilised and whether or not any developer has escaped the requirement to provide social housing in some shape or form, whether by land exchange or by the paying of monies to the Local Authority, and can the Manager confirm that there is no case where monies have been paid to the Local Authority in exchange for the housing provision?
REPLY:
Part V of the Planning and Development Act 2000 which deals with housing supply, was commenced on 1/11/2000.  The Planning and Development Act 2002 came into force on 24/12/2002.  The primary purpose of the 2002 Act was to amend Part V of the Planning and Development Act 2000 and give increased flexibility in Part V agreements.  The applicant for permission may now reach agreement to reserve land or provide houses or sites at another location which will be used for the provision of social and affordable housing or make a financial contribution in lieu of provision of units.
The Council’s Housing Strategy, which was prepared in accordance with Part V of the Planning & Development Act 2000, was adopted by the Council at its meeting held on 11th June, 2001.  This Strategy was reviewed and now forms an integral part of the County Development Plan 2004 – 2010, which was adopted by the Council on 10th November, 2004.
The strategy requires 15% of all residential developments to be reserved for Social/Affordable housing purposes.

In developing a local policy in keeping with Part V of the Planning and Development Act 2000 (as amended) the Housing Strategy set out that different “preferred options” can be developed, e.g. depending on type of planning application submitted, size of proposed development, need for Social/Affordable housing in the particular area, requirement for specific needs housing etc and that Planning Authorities should be as flexible as possible with a view to negotiating the best deal from their point of view and which is in line with their Housing Strategy.  The option of land transfer has not been utilised to date by this Council. 

A financial contribution has been accepted in the case of one development. This agreement was made in 2003 given the significant and exceptional circumstances involved in the case.

Draft guidelines and guidelines issued by the Department of the Environment, Heritage and Local Government in April and August 2003 respectively, advise that priority has to be given in negotiations to the provision of housing units, rather than the payment of money.  It is this Council’s preferred option to acquire units on site and it operates a policy of only considering the acceptance of cash contributions in lieu of provision of units in exceptional circumstances.

(C/0373/06)
WATER LEAKAGE LEVELS
QUESTION: Councillor F. McCarthy
To ask the Manager to provide details of what steps are being taken by the Council to reduce the amount of treated water currently being lost through leakage from the water system of South Dublin and to quantify the amount of such leakage and the approximate cost of the provision of such water?
REPLY:
Current Leakage Levels and Costs

The Water Management Section of the Council has been continually engaged in the process of leakage reduction since the commencement of the Water Conservation Project in 1998.  Targets have been set by the Department of the Environment Heritage and Local Government,(DOEHLG) for the Greater Dublin Region, requiring each local authority to achieve 20% distribution losses (DL) by 2007, and 16 % DL by 2016.   

South Dublin County Council, uniquely in the Region, has surpassed the DOEHLG set targets and is now progressively working towards the 16% DL target, with the current 2006 target DL set at 19.06%.

The provision in the Council’s 2006 budget in respect of water provision is €5,714,600, based on an estimated annual demand of 25,780,650 m3.  This is equivalent to a unit cost, for provision only, of €0.22 per cu m.  The estimated value of Council losses, based on this unit cost and a DL of 13,000 cu m per day is €104,400 for 2006.   

Steps to Reduce Leakage:

The methods the Council employs to achieve the required target are as follows:

District Metering System Management

· On-going expansion of the network of ~100 District Metered Areas (DMAs), and connection to telemetry, to facilitate remote monitoring of flows and losses in new developments.

· Weekly bottom-up auditing of DMAs to produce league table of DMAs, which identifies DMAs with high leakage levels.

· Weekly meeting with Leakage Inspectors to programme leakage-surveying work based on bottom-up audit.

· Weekly step-testing to identify specific zones within DMAs with high leakage levels, for further intensive surveying. 

Pressure Management

Excessive pressure in watermains increases both the volume of water losses and the incidents of bursts/leaks.  The Council currently has 27 DMAs where pressure is managed by means of Pressure Control Valves (PRVs), to deliver a minimum pressure of 15m, which is the Council’s required level of service. 

The Council has applied to the D0EHLG for funding under the Water Conservation Programme to instal a further 33-additional PRVs across the County area, and have conditioned the installation of further PRVs on major Schemes such as Adamstown and the Boherboy Water Supply Scheme.

Rehabiliation Project

The Dublin Region Mains Rehabilitation Project commenced in February of 2006.  This project is the next phase of the Greater Dublin Region Strategic Water Supply Study Report, and involves the identification of cost effective rehabilitation locations and use of appropriate technologies.  The project is currently at the design stage and 5- Council  DMAs, out of a regional total of 60, have been selected by the consultants (RPS) for possible inclusion in this Project.  RPS expects a 50% reduction in leakage in the rehabilitated DMAs. 

Non-Domestic Metering Project

The Dublin Region Non-Domestic Metering Project commenced in January 2006, with the appointment of the GMC Group as the Private Service Provider.  This project involves the identification of all non-domestic users (NDUs) and connections across the Region and the installation of new meters and drive-by metering reading technologies on all supplies to NDUs.  It is anticipated that this project will expose a number of unauthorised connections, which being unmetered are currently adding to  unaccounted-for water volumes. 

(C/0374/06)
PLASTIC IN BIN GREEN BINS

QUESTION: Councillor  F. McCarthy
To ask the Manager to provide details on what progress has been made in arranging for the acceptance of plastic in green bins?

REPLY:
The Waste Management Plan for the Dublin Region 2005 -2010 outlines the complex range of infrastructure and services which the four Dublin local authorities are putting in place in order to provide households with an integrated waste management service. At present, householders are provided with a collection of dry recyclable waste (green bin) which enables them divert from landfill the paper, cardboard, can and tetrapak waste they generate. This service provides for a collection from households, and the material is then segregated for processing and ultimately recycling. 

In order to expand the waste streams accepted in the green bin, the Dublin authorities are currently arranging for the development of a major new Regional Materials Recovery Facility, which will incorporate the appropriate technology to allow for the inclusion of plastic bottle waste within the green bin collection system. To facilitate this proposal, an application for planning permission is currently being prepared by Dublin City Council (which is the lead authority for the project), for submission to South Dublin County Council. It is hoped that this facility will be in place by the end of 2007 and the expansion of the service for plastic bottles will then be facilitated.

Pending the introduction of plastic bottles into the collection system, the Council provides containers for plastic bottles recycling at nine Bring Bank Centres throughout the county in addition to the facilities available at the Ballymount Civic Amenity.  Almost 250 tonnes of plastic was collected and recycled in 2005 from these Centres which represents about 4.5 million plastic bottles.

(C/0375/06)
FUELLING OF VEHICLES
QUESTION: Councillor F. McCarthy

Given the recent issuing of a tender for the provision of number of new vehicles for the Council; to ask the Manager to take steps to ensure that in the future that provision will be made to facilitate the conversion of all council vehicles to run on bio-fuel by the end of the decade?

REPLY:
The Mechanical Section of the Council liaises on a regular basis with other Local Authorities in connection with alternative methodologies of fuelling vehicles. As part of this process it is intended to trial the conversion of a small number of vehicles to run on rapeseed oil later in 2006. If successful, similar additional conversions may be advanced.
The Ford company has introduced a Bio-Ethanol Ford Focus car to the market. This is to be trialled soon by Dublin City Council. This Council proposes to compare and contrast performance, reliability, running & maintenance costs of the Ford Focus tests with the Council’s rapeseed fuel propelled tests results before further expenditure committment is considered.

Another option available is the electrically powered vehicle. The Dublin Local Authorities have been approached by a company for the purchase of a 2,500KG Gross Vehicle Weight electrically powered Pickup. As this is an unsuitable sized vehicle for the Council’s fleet, consideration is being given by the company to the development of a 3,500KG Gross Vehicle Weight electrically powered Pickup which would be more suited. It is intended that a demonstration model will be available in the near future and tested by interested parties on a 5 or 6 week trial basis. Comparisons will then be made with the Council’s more traditional diesel powered 3,500KG Pickups in terms of practicality, reliability, etc. 

Alternative fuel solutions are still in their infancy and it is too early at this stage to commit to any one solution option currently marketed. Development in this market is on-going and the Council will monitor progress when it occurs and maximise engagement with such new technology prudently when economically and environmentally advantageous to do so. 

(C/0376/06)
SAFE ROUTES TO SCHOOL PROGRAMME
QUESTION: Councillor F. McCarthy
To ask the Manager to detail the amount of grant aid received in 2003, 2004, 2005 and to date in 2006 from the DTO for the Safe Routes to School Programme?

REPLY:

Grant funding of €57,270 was received from DTO under the SRS programme in 2003 (Pilot SRS Scheme, Lucan Schools). No allocation was received in 2004-2005, or in 2006 to date. The DTO SRS programme is currently operated and co-ordinated by An Taisce.    

(C/0377/06)
OPERATION AND CONTROL OF TRAFFIC SIGNAL JUNCTIONS

QUESTION: Councillor F. McCarthy
To ask the Manager to make the necessary arrangements for the Council to take control of the operation of all traffic light junctions within the county given the unnecessary congestion being caused in South Dublin to residents living to the west of the M50?

REPLY:
The current arrangements for the operation and control of traffic signals are in accordance with the Regional Traffic Management measures agreed between the four Dublin Authorities and the NRA, and are summarised as follows:  
· Responsibility for M50 Traffic Management is devolved to DCC by the NRA and is monitored and controlled from the DCC Traffic Control Centre.   

· The M50 intersections with the N4, N7 and N81are linked to the SCATS system which is monitored and controlled from the DCC Traffic Control Centre.   

· All other signalised junctions in the South Dublin area are monitored and controlled from the SDCC Traffic Management Centre. 

· SDCC has access to the DCC CCTV network through a fibreoptic link to the Traffic Management Centre. 

· It is proposed to provide DCC with a web-link to the SDCC CCTV and ANPR systems as part of the current TMC expansion programme. 

The main contributory factor to increased congestion west of the M50 in recent weeks has been the introduction of revised lane markings by NTR in the approach to the Toll Plaza. This issue is being addressed in discussions between the NRA, DCC, SDCC and NTR with a view to having the lane markings amended.

The M50 Upgrade works, for which the first phase implementation contract has recently been signed, will afford relief, on completion, to the congestion problems  being experienced throughout the South Dublin area.

(C/0378/06)
ALTERNATIVE ENERGY PROVIDERS
QUESTION: Councillor F. McCarthy

To ask the Manager to indicate what percentage of the energy needs of the Council are currently being provided by alternative energy providers and to indicate what steps the Council will take to shift towards the purchase of electricity from environmentally-friendly electricity suppliers?

REPLY:
Following previous Council questions on this topic, discussions were initiated with Eirtricity to identify what alternative options may be available.
As a result, Eirtricity asked for a breakdown of energy usage and loadings for the Council's offices and depots, and also for public lighting and other usage to allow comparative tariff evaluation. This data is still being compiled, and it is hoped that this will allow Eirtricity to outline a range of sustainable alternative options to meet the Council's energy needs.
The Council has already incorporated some leading edge technology to provide alternative ways of supplying heating and lighting through the Thermie Housing Project.
The Architectural Services Department's recent "Power in the Pool" seminar demonstrated how the Council has incorporated these new technologies in the design and construction of the new community swimming pools in Tallaght and Clondalkin. Some of the new technologies, such as the use of CHP (Combined Heat and Power), and solar power are already included in projects, and photovoltaic cells, which convert sunlight to electricity, are being considered for the new Arts Centre.
The Council is committed to the new "simply green" design approach being used in the design of all new Council buildings and the use of renewables in this strategy.

(C/0379/06)
BIN TAX WAIVER
QUESTION: Councillor M. Murphy
To ask the Manager will he be asking people to re-apply for the Bin Tax Waiver for 2007. If so when will this work begin and will it be completed before the end of 2006?

REPLY:
A review of the waiver of the Council’s Environmental Charge Scheme was undertaken in 2005. This was the first review since the ‘pay per use’ system was introduced. The review of cases on an individual basis is ongoing as is the consideration of applications for waivers by new customers.
There are currently approximately 13,500 households in receipt of a waiver of the Environmental Waste Charge and consideration is being given to reviewing a number of these annually on a rota basis.

‘Spot check’ reviews are being undertaken on an ongoing basis.

(C/0380/06)
SPEED LIMITS
QUESTION: Councillor  M. Murphy
To ask the Manager 
a) When exactly were the new 60 Km/hr speed limit signs fitted on the Naas Road between the Red Cow Roundabout and the Kylemore Road Junction.
b) What was the old speed limit on that stretch of road
c) What is the speed limit on most of the Naas Road?

REPLY:
(a) The 60km/h speed limit signs from Red Cow Roundabout to the City Bounds were fitted and became operational on 1st February 2006. The 60 km/h limit at this location forms part of the Speed Limit Amendment Bye-laws approved by the Council in late 2005.
(b) Prior to 1st February 2006, a temporary speed limit of 50 km/h (formerly 30 mph) was in force at this location, having been introduced initially on safety grounds during the LUAS Line A construction.

(c) The remaining speed limits in place on the Naas Road/N7 are: 

· Red Cow to Newlands Cross - 80 km/h; 

·  Newlands Cross to Rathcoole - 100 km/h; 

·  Rathcoole to Kildare County Bounds - 60 km/h. [This is a temporary speed limit in force for duration of N7 Improvement (widening to 6 lanes), and will revert to 100 km/h on completion.]  

(C/0381/06)
APPLICATIONS FOR CHANGE OF USE

QUESTION: Councillor  S. O’Connor
To ask the Manager how many forecourt garages within South Dublin have closed down their operation ceasing the service of petroleum sales & loss of employment & have applied for a change of planning on site within the last two years?
REPLY:
Four applications proposing a change of use (or demolition) of all or part of a development from a petrol station to another use that is not related to “service of petroleum sales” have been received in the last two years.  Two of these applications are currently under consideration by the Council.
The majority of change of use applications relating to petrol stations, ordinarily involve change of use of part of the petrol station to retail shops. 

Information on the stations that have closed down after applications for partial or full changes of use have been decided is not readily available to the Planning Department and neither are details of loss of employment as a result of any closure.

In cases where the application was for retention of an unauthorised change of use and the application refused, any continued use would be a matter for Planning Enforcement. 

(C/0382/06)
WATER LEISURE STRATEGY

QUESTION: Councillor E. Tuffy
To ask the Manager if he will commit, in the Water Leisure Strategy, an estimated amount of actual capital funding, in 2006/2007 and 2008,  for the Lucan Swimming Pool Project?
REPLY:
The Council’s original Water Leisure Strategy was adopted by the Council in March 2000. This Strategy was based on a Consultancy report carried out by Price Waterhouse Coopers, who were engaged by the Council for the purpose. 
At the meeting of the Strategic Policy Committee on Sport, Recreation Community and Parks held on the 16th November 2005 it was agreed to recommend to the Council that the Water Leisure Strategy be reviewed.  This recommendation was approved by the Council at its December Meeting. 

The review has been carried out in-house and the main approach adopted was to assess progress to date on the implementation of the key recommendations for the provision of swimming pools as contained in the original strategy and to consider ways to advance / re-assess remaining key recommendations.

The completed review was presented to the members of the Strategic Policy Committee on Sport, Recreation, Community and Parks at its meeting held on the 24th May 2006. One of the recommendations of the review is the proposal to provide a Public Swimming Pool facility in Lucan on the site identified in the Council’s Development Plan. 
The SPC recommended that the Review, which has been circulated to all Council members, be presented to the next meeting of the Council for adoption. The Review is presented to today’s meeting by way of report of the Sports, Recreation, Community and Parks Strategic Policy Committee under headed item no.H-I (4).

Should the report be adopted by the Council an application for grant aid under Local Authority Swimming Pool Programme will be made to Department of Arts, Sport & Tourism as soon as the Local Authority Swimming Pool programme re-opens which is anticipated to occur in the coming months.

Detailed sketch designs will be finalised for this project with a view to commencing Part 8 procedures in the last quarter of 2006 and inviting tenders in early 2007. Design to same layout/format as new Swimming pool project in Clondalkin (currently under construction).

The Council is committed to providing the necessary capital resources as required to provide a public Swimming Pool facility in Lucan as recommended by the Sports,Recreation,Community and Parks Strategic Policy Committee should the report under item no.H-I (4) be adopted by the Council.

(C/0383/06)
PROPOSED INITIATION OF VARIATION OF COUNTY DEVELOPMENT PLAN AT SAGGART TO SECURE THE COUNCIL'S OBJECTIVE OF AN EXTENSION OF THE LUAS LINE TO GARTER LANE
Mr. T. Doherty, Director of Planning presented the report.
“The following report was NOTED at the Tallaght Area Committee Meeting held on 22nd May 2006:  

“SAGGART-RATHCOOLE PLANNING & DEVELOPMENT ISSUES AND THE ADVANCEMENT OF COUNCIL’S OBJECTIVE TO SECURE AN EXTENSION OF THE LUAS LINE TO SERVE SAGGART.
The following report by the Manager which had been circulated was CONSIDERED:
"The Council has been considering the proper planning and sustainable development of the general Saggart/Rathcoole area over the last year or thereabouts, and has identified a number of deficiencies and areas of concern such as:-

(1)
Deficiency in the road and transportation facilities resulting in increasing congestion at peak times manifested by increased travel times and vehicle numbers and consequential risks to personal and public safety.

(2)
Limitation in availability of new housing commencements.

(3)
Deficiency in community, educational and recreational facilities.

   (4)
Limitations in water and drainage facilities.

In order to overcome these and to improve the quality of life for the local communities, a range of measures have been identified:-

1) The need to advance and promote to reality the objective in the County Development Plan to bring a branch line of the LUAS system from Cookstown to Garter Lane, Saggart.

2) The need to relieve the central village streets of Saggart and Rathcoole by diverting traffic out of these areas by means of a relief road system linking with Fitzmaurice Road and the existing Saggart/Rathcoole interchange on the N7.  A recent survey shows that there are currently in excess of 10,000 vehicles per day passing through each of the village centres.

3) The completion of the Fortunestown distributor road system in accordance with the County Development Plan objective.

4) The provision of limited amounts of lands for residential (at appropriate densities), school, community purposes, parking and football pitch at the junction of Garter Lane/Fortunestown Lane and also south of Saggart (Boherboy) as per the table below and indicated on the attached map. 

	Areas for change of use

Area B = 25 acres (incl. Area B1 = 3 acres) - residential

Area C = 3 acres – all weather pitch

Area D = 5 acres – school site

Area E = 2 acres – community building 

Area F = 3 acres – park and ride facility 

Area G = 2.4 acres – residential 

Area H = 5.5 acres – low-density residential 

Area J = 15.8 acres – medium density residential 

TOTAL – 62 ACRES APPROX 




5) The current Housing Strategy is contained in the County Development Plan 2004-2010.  It is estimated that over the period of the Strategy (2004-2010) there should be an average output of 3,067 residential units per annum.  In 2005 the output in the County has been some 600 units below target.

6) The provision of a Park and Ride facility at no cost to the Council in the Fortunestown Lane/Garter Lane general area to encourage usage of the LUAS and other facilities.

7) The reservation of a primary school site in this vicinity to be transferred to the Department of Education when required.

8) The provision of full size all-weather floodlit pitch and changing facilities together with a significant community building to facilitate indoor uses such as recreational active leisure/dry sports/community facilities at no cost the Council and to be transferred to the Council when constructed.

9) The procurement of the Boherboy Water Storage facility and new watermain network in respect of which sanction to go to tender has now been received by the Council from DEHLG.

10)  The transfer to the Council by way of taking-in-charge the drainage network in the general Citywest area.

The attainment of these integrated measures as a package which are being advanced in the interests of the common good of the local communities and based on the achievement of the LUAS to Saggart, will be subject, of course, to the statutory procedures necessary and to the completion of existing statutory procedures already initiated in relation to the relief road proposals and all to be shown in a Draft Local Area Plan to be prepared for public display as soon as possible.

The Council is satisfied that these measures will:-

1) Facilitate greatly traffic movement and relieve congestion existing and that which will otherwise arise in the future

2) Increase general amenity and facilities in the Rathcoole/Saggart area

3) Enhance the value of property in each village. 

Separately the Council has been endeavouring to advance the provision of the improvement of the N81 (Tallaght by-pass to Embankment) national road by the NRA.

It is recommended that the committee agree this report and recommend it to the Council for adoption.

This Council fully supports the joint venture private proposal for the LUAS extension and has demonstrated this by modifications it has already made to the design of the Embankment road proposals at the request of the promoters to facilitate the LUAS project prior to the initiation of the Part 8 display and by agreeing to make Council land available free of charge where this was needed for the LUAS project.  The Council however will seek the taking-in-charge of the large drainage network in this area not yet offered to the Council.  

RECOMMENDATION

That the Committee adopts this report and recommends to the Council to initiate the statutory procedure for preparation of the Local Area Plan based on this report and calls on the promoters of LUAS and the RPA to proceed with the steps necessary to achieve the LUAS project from Cookstown to Saggart in accordance with the Council’s objective in the County Development Plan.

T. Doherty 

Director of Planning

SUPPLEMENTARY REPORT

Arising from enquiries from members, it is necessary to clarify that there is more than one request for re-zoning of lands at Saggart.

There are in fact two such requests:-

1) for the re-zoning of 78 acres or thereabouts to residential at Garter Lane/Fortunestown by letter dated 2nd November 2005 and map received from Harcourt Developments Ltd (copy attached). 

These are currently zoned greenbelt in the 2004-10 County Development Plan 

2)
For the zoning of 46.5 acres on lands owned by HSS Ltd (associated with Citywest Hotel) comprising several plots as per letter dated 3rd February 2006 and map attached – these lands are currently zoned as follows:-

a) Greenbelt 
– 
27.20 acres 

b) Open space 
– 
19.00 acres

TOTAL


46.20

This total of 124 acres could have a capacity at current densities of 1900 residential units and the rezoning of some of these could not be recommended for a variety of reasons having regard to the proper planning and sustainable development of the area.

The Council has also been informed by phone by the Rail Procurement Agency that on 17th May 2006:-

1) RPA agreements with promoters have lapsed

2) They were made on basis that things would move fast 

· 6 months have passed

· Nothing has happened

· RPA has no clarity 

· Now project has now lost early priority 

· Council and DTO wanted a delta junction on the rail line at Cookstown Road arrangement has been closed off by recent discussion of Council on Embankment Road 

The Manager’s Report issued on Wednesday last 17th makes a recommendation to the members as to what is appropriate and adequate at this location.

For these reasons the recommendation in the Managers Report of Wednesday last is well founded and is re-iterated.

Tom Doherty 

Director of Planning

http://intranet/cmas/documentsview.aspx?id=7891
http://intranet/cmas/documentsview.aspx?id=7892
http://intranet/cmas/documentsview.aspx?id=7861"

The Manager outlined to the Committee the contents of the Manager's Report and the Supplementary Report which had been circulated on Saturday to clarify points raised by the members in a briefing on the previous Thursday.

Following discussion to which Councillors E. Maloney, M. Corr, C. Jones, M. Daly, J. Daly, M. Murphy, J. Neville, C. King, J. Hannon and K. Warren contributed and Mr. T. Doherty, Director of Planning responded to queries raised.

It was proposed by Councillor E. Maloney and AGREED, in accordance with Standing Order No. 76, to deal with an Emergency Motion in the names of Councillors M. Corr, C. Jones, E. Maloney, J. Daly,  K. Warren, J. Neville and J. Hannon in conjunction with the above report.

It was proposed by Councillor M. Corr, seconded by Councillor C. Jones:

“That this Committee adopts the Manager’s report from the Tallaght Area Committee agenda of 27th February, 2006 which proposed rezoning one tract of land to AI (per map accompanying report) incorporating the following amendments/conditions.

That the land be subject to a micro Local Area Plan

That the rezoning of this land be subject to a Specific Local Objective directing that “Planning permission for development in accordance with an approved area plan shall not be issued until such time as the construction of the Luas extension to Citywest/Saggart has commenced”

That not less than 20 acres of land be reserved at this location for community facilities incorporating all weather pitches, community buildings, school site, a park and ride facility and other uses that will significantly benefit the community that may be identified through the Local Area Plan consultation process.

That the residential densities be reviewed to ensure a mix of dwelling types including low density, high density and medium density residential development.

That the phasing of development at this location be carried out in a sustainable way ensuring that facilities are built in tandem with housing and not at a later stage.

That 15% of the residential development be reserved to provide for social housing.”

Standing Orders were suspended to allow the meeting to extend beyond 5.30p.m.

The Manager responded to the discussion stating that the motion was out of order as the Manager’s Report to the February Meeting had been withdrawn at the March Meeting.  He also stated considerable mis-information had been circulating regarding management alleged lack of support for the project and then outlined the sequence of events since 1st February.

The meeting adjourned for ten minutes to allow a re-worded motion to be prepared.

Following the resumption of the Meeting, Councillor M. Corr proposed the following motion and it was seconded by Councillor C. Jones:

“That this Committee adopts the Manager’s report quoted in the Tallaght Area Committee minutes of 27th February, 2006 which proposed rezoning one tract of land to AI (per map accompanying report) incorporating the following amendments/conditions as specific local objectives:

1. That the land be subject to a micro Local Area Plan

2. That the rezoning of this land be subject to a Specific Local Objective directing that “Planning permission for development in accordance with an approved area plan shall not be issued until such time as the construction of the Luas extension to Citywest/Saggart has commenced”

3. That not less than 20 acres of land be reserved at this location for community facilities incorporating all weather pitches, community buildings, school site, a park and ride facility and other uses that will significantly benefit the community that may be identified through the Local Area Plan consultation process.

4. That the residential densities be reviewed to ensure a mix of dwelling types including low density, high density and medium density residential development.

5. That the phasing of development at this location be carried out in a sustainable way ensuring that facilities are built in tandem with housing and not at a later stage.

6. That 15% of the residential development be reserved to provide for social housing.”

A roll call vote was taken on the amended Emergency Motion.  Councillors M. Corr, J. Daly, J. Hannon, C. Jones, C. King, E. Maloney, J. Neville, and K. Warren voted FOR the Motion, Councillor M. Murphy voted AGAINST the motion and Councillor M. Daly ABSTAINED.”

If this motion in the name of Councillor M. Corr is adopted by the Council the initiation of a variation of the County Development Plan will be commenced.”

A discussion followed with contributions from Councillors M. Corr, C. Jones, M. Daly, C. Keane, S. Laing, J. Daly, R. Dowds, M. Murphy.

Councillor T. Ridge informed the meeting that she had received four motions in the names of Councillors M. Murphy, F. McCarthy, C. Keane and J. Daly in relation to this item and that there would be a short adjournment of the meeting to establish the correct sequence in which the motions should be taken.
When the meeting resumed there was further discussion with contribution from Councillors J. Hannon, J. Daly, G. O’Connell, T. McDermott, C. King, E. Maloney, M. Daly, C. Keane and M. Murphy.

Mr. G. Keogh read the motions.  Mr. Joe Horan explained the sequence of the motions and it was agreed that they would be taken in the following order.

Motion 1
- Cllr. M. Murphy

Motion 2
- Cllr. F. McCarthy
Motion 3 
- Cllr. C. Keane

Motion 4
- Cllr. J. Daly

It was proposed by Councillor M. Murphy, seconded by Councillor G. O’Connell 

“To reject the Manager’s report on the basis that Green Belt rezoning should not be considered outside of the context of a discussion on the County Development Plan”
It was AGREED to take a roll call vote and the result was as follows:

FOR: 4 (FOUR)

AGAINST: 21 (TWENTY-ONE)

The following Councillors voted in favour - Councillors F. McCarthy, T. McDermott, M. Murphy, G. O’Connell.

The following Councillors voted against – Councillors M. Ardagh, M. Corr, G. Cullen, J. Daly, M. Daly, R. Dowds, T. Gilligan, J. Hannon, C. Jones, C. Keane, D. Keating, C. King, J. Lahart, S. Laing, E. Maloney, J. Neville, S. O’Connor, T. Ridge, E. Tuffy, E. Walsh and K. Warren.

The motion was LOST.

It was proposed by Councillor F. McCarthy, seconded by Councillor T. Mc Dermott
“That this council defers consideration of the Manager’s Report to allow for informal public consultation to take place to ensure that the conflicting needs of the community are best addressed by a revised proposal that better protects the Green Belt.
It was AGREED to take a roll call vote and the result was as follows:

FOR: 3 (THREE)

AGAINST: 22 (TWENTY-TWO)

The following Councillors voted in favour – Councillors F. McCarthy, T. McDermott, G. O’Connell.

The following Councillors voted against – Councillors M. Ardagh, M. Corr, , G. Cullen, J. Daly, M. Daly, R. Dowds, T. Gilligan, J. Hannon, C. Jones, C. Keane, D. Keating, C. King, J. Lahart, S. Laing, E. Maloney, M. Murphy, J. Neville, S. O’Connor, T. Ridge, E. Tuffy, E. Walsh and K. Warren.

The motion was LOST.
It was proposed by Councillor C. Keane, seconded by Councillor M. Daly
“That this Council adopts the Tallaght Area Committee (22/05/06) report and also include the area G South of Fortunestown Lane along by the Luas Line” 
It was AGREED to take a roll call vote and the result was as follows:

FOR: 13 (THIRTEEN)

AGAINST: 11 (ELEVEN)

ABSTAIN: 1 (ONE)

The following Councillors voted in favour – Councillors M. Ardagh, G. Cullen, M. Daly, T. Gilligan, J. Hannon, C. Keane, C. King, J. Lahart, S. Laing, J. Neville, S. O’Connor, T. Ridge and K. Warren.

The following Councillors voted against – Councillors M. Corr, R. Dowds, C. Jones, D. Keating, E. Maloney, F. McCarthy, T. McDermott, M. Murphy, G. O’Connell, E. Tuffy and E. Walsh.

The following Councillor abstained – Councillor J. Daly.

The motion was PASSED.

It was proposed by Councillor J. Daly, seconded by Councillor J. Hannon: 
“That this Council adopt the recommendations of the Tallaght Area Committee of 22/05/2006 with the inclusion of the other lands* recommended by the Manager in his report to the meeting” 
*(Plots G H & J)
It was AGREED to take a roll call vote and the result was as follows:
FOR: 4 (FOUR)

AGAINST: 20 (TWENTY)

ABSTAIN: 1 (ONE)

The following Councillors voted in favour – Councillors M. Ardagh, J. Daly, J. Hannon, S. Laing.

The following Councillors vote against – Councillors M. Corr, G. Cullen, M. Daly, R. Dowds, T. Gilligan, C. Jones, C. Keane, D. Keating, C. King, J. Lahart, E. Maloney, F. McCarthy, T. McDermott, M. Murphy, J. Neville, S. O’Connor, G. O’Connell, E. Tuffy, E. Walsh and K. Warren.

The following Councillor abstained – Councillor T. Ridge.

The motion was LOST.

It was AGREED that the initiation of a variation of the County Development Plan would be commenced in accordance with the motion as passed above.

(C/0384/06)
DECLARATION OF ROADS TO BE PUBLIC ROADS
The following report by the Manager, which had been circulated was CONSIDERED:
“Statutory Notice has been given in the public press of the Council’s intention to consider the making of a declaration that the roads in the following estates,

(1) Haydens Park (Part Of), and Tullyhall Distributor Road (Part of), Lucan

(2) Johns Bridge, Griffeen, Lucan

(3) Esker Meadows and Castle Road (Part of), Lucan

as set out in the Schedules attached, be public roads.

No objections were received. 

It is recommended that the roads be declared to be public roads.

The recommendation of the Committee will be brought before the Council at its next meeting.”

It was proposed by Councillor D. Keating, seconded by Councillor E. Tuffy and AGREED:

“That this Committee recommends that the roads be declared to be public roads.”

If the Council agrees to the recommendation, the following resolution is required:-

“That the roads referred to in the attached schedules be and are hereby declared to be public roads.”

(1) SCHEDULE FOR  HAYDENS PARK, GRIFFEEN, LUCAN

LOCAL ELECTORAL AREA:- LUCAN

BC No: 1318

Date:   OCTOBER 2005

TOWNLAND:  ESKER SOUTH

ELECTORAL DIVISION:  LUCAN

	NAME
	LENGTH

      (m) 
	DESCRIPTIONS

	Tully Hall distributor road (part of)
	114
	From its junction with Griffeen Avenue and Griffeen Glen Avenue roundabout southwards for 114m.



	Haydens Park Drive
	105
	From its junction with Tully Hall Distributor Road northwestwards for 105m to its junction with Haydens Park Avenue.

	Haydens Park Avenue
	211
	From its junction with Haydens Park Drive northeastwards for 57m to its junction with Haydens Park Walk also southwestwards for 154m to a point in line with the southern boundary of No. 1 Haydens Park Dale.



	Haydens Park View
	131
	From its junction with Haydens Park Avenue northwestwards for 68m, to its junction with that part northeastwards for 30m also southwestwards for 33m.

	Haydens Park Grove
	176
	From its junction with Haydens Park Avenue southeastwards for 125m, also including that part from its junction, adjacent to No. 11 northwards for 51m to the end of its turning bay.

	Haydens Park Way (part of)
	10
	From its junction with Haydens Park Grove southwards for 10m.

	Haydens Park Glade (Part of)
	10
	From its junction with Haydens Park Grove southwards for 10m.

	Haydens Park Lawn
	121
	From its junction with Haydens Park Avenue northwestwards for 63m to meet that part northeastwards for 28m also southwestwards for 30m

	Haydens Park Green
	141
	From its junction with Haydens Park Avenue northwestwards for 65m to meet that part northeastwards for 32m also southwestwards for 44 m.

	Haydens Park Walk
	100
	From its junction with Haydens Park Avenue northwards for 41m then northwestwards for 59m.

	Haydens Park Close
	96
	From its junction with Haydens Park Avenue eastwards for 69m, then northwards for 27m to the end of its turning bay.

	Footpath “A”
	28
	From its junction with Haydens Park Lawn northeastwards for 28m to its junction with Haydens Park Green.


(2) SCHEDULE FOR  JOHNS BRIDGE, GRIFFEEN, LUCAN

LOCAL ELECTORAL AREA:- LUCAN

TOWNLAND:  ESKER SOUTH

ELECTORAL DIVISION:  LUCAN

BC No: 1314

	NAME
	LENGTH

      (m) 
	DESCRIPTIONS

	Johns Bridge Avenue
	353
	From its junction with Griffeen Avenue northeastwards for 146m to meet that part northwestwards for 85m to its junction with that part northwards for 13m, to its junction with Johns Bridge Meadows, also southwestwards for 49m then northwestwards for 60m to its junction with Johns Bridge Close



	Johns Bridge Grove
	142
	From its junction with Johns Bridge Avenue, southwestwards for 73m to meet that part southeastwards for 69m.



	Johns Bridge Close
	240
	From its junction with Johns Bridge Avenue southwestwards for 44m then northwestwards for 112m, also including spur roads southeastwards for 14m opposite No. 11, and eastwards for 13m adjacent to No. 20. Also from that junction northeastwards for 57m to its junction with Johns Bridge Green.



	Johns Bridge Meadows
	49
	From its junction with Johns Bridge Avenue northwestwards for 41m also, including spur road northeastwards for 8m opposite No. 1

	Johns Bridge Green
	82
	From its junction with Johns Bridge Close northwestwards for 82m.

	Johns Bridge Walk
	275
	From its junction with Johns Bridge Avenue eastwards for 67m to its junction with that part northeastwards for 30m, also from that junction southwestwards for 104m then northwestwards for 65m also including spur road southeastwards for 9m opposite No. 35

	Johns Bridge Park
	335
	From its junction with Johns Bridge Walk southeastwards for 58m to its junction with that part northeastwards for 64m, northwards for 35m then northwestwards for 98m, also including spur road, adjacent to No. 23, southeastwards for 9m.  also from that junction, southwestwards for 71m.


3) SCHEDULE FOR ESKER MEADOWS AND CASTLE ROAD (PART OF), LUCAN

LOCAL ELECTORAL AREA:- LUCAN

TOWNLAND:  Ballyowen, Esker South

ELECTORAL DIVISION:  Lucan

BC No: 1289



	NAME
	LENGTH

      (m) 
	DESCRIPTIONS

	Castle Road

(Part Of)
	265
	From its junction with roundabout at Castle Road, Willsbrook Road junction, northwestwards for 265m to a point adjacent to the northwestern boundary of No. 2 Castle Road.

	Esker Meadow Green
	403
	From its junction with Castle Road, southwestwards for 97m to its junction with that part opposite No. 16, southeastwards for 65m, to its junction with Esker Meadow Grove also from its junction opposite No. 16, northwestwards for 83m, northeastwards for 53m, southeastwards for 54m, then northeastwards for 51m to the end of its turning bay.

	Esker Meadow Grove
	241
	From its junction with Esker Meadow Green, northeastwards for 109m to the end of its turning bay also from that junction, southwestwards for 132m to the end of its turning bay.

	Esker Meadow Rise


	140
	From its junction with Esker Meadow Grove, southeastwards for 91m then northeastwards for 49m to the end of its turning bay.

	Esker Meadow Close
	185
	From its junction with Esker Meadow Grove southeastwards for 90m to the end of its turning bay also including that part from its junction opposite No. 31, northeastwards for 78m to the end of its turning bay also including that part from its junction opposite No. 23, westwards for 17m to the end of its turning bay.

	Esker Meadow Lawn
	112
	From its junction with Esker Meadow Grove, northwestwards for 112m to the end of its turning bay.



	Esker Meadow Court
	82
	From its junction with Esker Meadow Lawn, southwestwards for 82m to the end of its turning bay.



	Footpath

“A”
	132
	From its junction with Castle Road footpath southwestwards for 83m, northwestwards for 27m then southwestwards for 22m to its junction with Esker Meadow Green.



	Footpath

“B”
	16
	From its junction with Esker Meadow Green, southwards for 16m to its junction with footpath “A”.



	Footpath

“C”
	14
	From its junction with Esker Meadow Green, northwards for 14m to its junction with footpath “A”.



	Footpath

“D”

(Griffeen Way)


	269
	From its junction with Castle Road footpath southwestwards for 269m to its junction with footpath “E”, Griffeen Road.

	Footpath

“E”

(Griffeen Road)
	186
	From its junction with footpath “D”, Griffeen Way, northwestwards for 186m to a point in line with the rear boundary of No. 18 Esker Meadow Court.




It was proposed by Councillor T. Ridge, seconded by Councillor K. Warren and AGREED:

“That the roads referred to in the schedules of the report be and are hereby declared to be public roads.”

(C/0385/06)
PROPOSED DISPOSAL OF SUBSTATION SITE AT FORTUNESTOWN WAY, TALLAGHT, DUBLIN 24 TO ESB.

The report by the Manager,which had been circulated, was CONSIDERED:
“The Electricity Supply Board has applied to South Dublin County Council for the disposal of the Fee Simple Interest in a site comprising .0037 ha approx., for the purposes of constructing a substation to provide a power supply for the new Swimming Pool under construction at Fortunestown Way, Tallaght, Dublin 24.

I recommend that the Council dispose of the Fee Simple Interest in a site comprising .0037ha approx. at Fortunestown Way, Tallaght, Dublin 24 as shown outlined in red on indicative Drawing No. 2002/11/C/12  together with a right of way over area shaded yellow to the Electricity Supply Board, St. Margarets Road, Finglas, Dublin 11 for the purpose of providing an electricity supply to the Tallaght Swimming Pool, in accordance with Section 211 of the Planning and Development Act, 2000 and subject to the provisions of Section 183 of the Local Government Act, 2001.

The lands to be disposed of form part of lands acquired from Dublin City Council in 1997 in accordance with the Scheme of Transfer of Houses and  Lands under the Local Government (Dublin) Act 1993.”

J. Horan 

County Manager”
A discussion followed with contributions from Councillors M. Daly and J. Daly.

Mr. J. Walsh responded to the Members queries.

The report was NOTED
(C/0386/06)
PROPOSED DISPOSAL OF PART OF LANEWAY ADJACENT TO 72 CASTLE PARK, TALLAGHT TO PHILIP MALONE & NICOLA PRIESTLY. 
The report by the Manager, which had been circulated, was CONSIDERED:
“An application has been received from, the owners of No. 72 Castle Park, Tallaght, Dublin 24 to acquire portion of the laneway adjacent to their property at the above address. The Councils Valuer has recommended the following terms as being fair and reasonable.

1. That the Council dispose of the subject plot in consideration of the sum of €400 (four hundred euro). 

2. The applicant shall be granted a lease in the subject land for a term of 99 years at a nominal rent of €1 per annum with rent reviews every five years, linked to the change in the consumer price index.

3. That the Council shall retain a wayleave on services that exists on, under or over the subject land.

4. That the applicant shall only use the subject land for gardening purposes.

5. That the applicant shall incorporate the subject land into their existing garden and erect a boundary feature that shall be suitable to the Council prior to the disposal of the subject land.

6. That the existing rear boundary wall is continued across the north east end of the lane and constructed at the same height and in the same materials as the existing wall.

7. That the existing front boundary treatment is continued to incorporate the new area at the front, formerly the lane, into the front garden area only.  No change to the existing driveways, nor the creation of a vehicle access, nor the extension of an existing vehicle access is permitted without planning permission.

8. That each party will be responsible for its own costs and fees in this matter.

Accordingly, I recommend that the Council dispose by way of lease of a strip of land measuring 29.14 square metres or thereabouts as shown outlined in red on Drawing No. RE: 0304 to Mr. Philip Malone and Ms Nicola Priestly the respective householders, in accordance with Section 211 of the Planning and Development Act, 2000 and subject to the provisions of Section 183 of the Local Government Act, 2001 subject to the above terms and conditions as recommended by the Council’s Valuer.

The lands being disposed of were acquired in 1964 from Siobháin O Dea for housing purposes.”

J. Horan

County Manager”
The report was NOTED.

(C/0387/06)
PROPOSED EXCHANGE OF LANDS AT KILLINARDEN, TALLAGHT, DUBLIN 24 WITH KELLAND HOMES LTD.
Councillor T. Ridge informed the meeting that she had received a motion in the name of Councillor Hannon in relation to this item.

A discussion followed with contributions from Councillors J. Daly, C. King and J. Hannon.

It was proposed by Councillor J. Hannon, seconded by Councillor M. Corr and AGREED:
“That Item H8 (C) be deferred until the July meeting of this Council in order to facilitate relevant Council Departments in drawing up appropriate proposals to deal with traffic management and infrastructural issues in the general Kiltipper / Killinarden area.”
The following amendment was proposed by Councillor C. King and seconded by Councillor M. Daly:

“That the deferral also include programme of works to complete outstanding issues associated with previous developments not taken in charge by the Council.”
The motion as amended was PASSED.

(C/0388/06)
REPORT ON PUBLIC NOTIFICATION PROCEDURE UNDER PART 8 OF THE PLANNING AND DEVELOPMENT REGULATIONS 2001 - 2003 FOR THE UPGRADING OF THE HOCKEY PITCH AT ESKER PARK, GRIFFEEN VALLEY, LUCAN. 
The following report by the Manager, which had been circulated, was CONSIDERED:
“Weston Hockey Club utilises a water bound dust surface hockey pitch at Esker Park, Griffeen Valley.  This pitch was constructed by South Dublin County Council in 1995 with assistance from the club.  Floodlighting was added in 1998.

Since then the standard of surface required by the Hockey Union has advanced significantly and most playing facilities for hockey now utilise a synthetic carpet.  This advance in playing surface has improved standards of play by allowing increased pace, accuracy and the development of skills that depend on consistent ball/surface interactions.

Weston Hockey Club is now proposing to upgrade the existing facility by replacing the dust surface with such a synthetic carpet.  The cost of the upgrade will be made up from Sports Capital Programme grants from the Department of Arts Sport and Tourism, Local Councillors Discretionary Funding and the Club's own Development Fund. The Council will provide technical support as well as providing the site within Esker Park.

The Council is supporting this venture for the following reasons:

· The club has a good track record in providing for sporting needs within the Lucan and Clondalkin area and has also been one of the key members that organised the construction of the Lucan Sports Association clubhouse which was officially opened in 2004.

· A financial package has been assembled and a Business Plan submitted to the Council.

· The facility will accommodate the training needs of other field sports and it will be a condition of the Council that other sports be accommodated.

· There is a shortage of such playing facilities in the Lucan and Clondalkin area.

· The Lucan area is acknowledged as one of the fastest growing areas in the country and this population will require new and intensive recreation facilities such as this.

· The upgraded facility will add to the existing attractions in Griffeen Valley Park and specifically to the recreation hub that is Esker Park.

In accordance with the procedures required under Part 8 of the Planning and Development Regulations the proposal was advertised in the press on 15th March 2006.the proposals were on public display in County Hall;Clondalkin Civic Offices;Lucan Library and Lucan Sports and Leisure Centre from 15th March to 18th April 2006.

The latest date for receipt of submissions relating to the proposal was 2nd May 2006.

No submissions were received by the closing date. 

As reported to the Lucan Clondalkin Area Committee Meeting held on 23rd May 2006 it is considered that as the proposal is in accordance with the proper planning and sustainable development of the area it is proposed to proceed with the development, subject to the availability of the necessary financial resources.”
The report was NOTED and it was AGREED that the proposed development be carried out as recommended in the Manager’s Report.
(C/0389/06)
SUSPENSION OF STANDING ORDERS
The Mayor, Councillor T. Ridge, proposed that Standing Orders be suspended to take an Emergency Motion regarding the M50 upgrade works.  This proposal was in compliance with Standing Order Nos. 76 and 77 and was AGREED by the Members.
It was proposed by Councillor G. O’Connell, seconded by Councillors D. Keating, F. McCarthy and E. Tuffy:
“That the Manager set up workable consultation procedures with a representative committee of Palmerstown Residents who are affected by the M50 upgrade works, as specifically provided for in the ‘M50 An Bord Pleanala Oral Hearing Inspector's Report’, and that the Manager address the long standing  real concerns of the residents in relation to health and safety issues, retention of portion of existing open space/green as a play area at Glenpark. during the construction of the peripheral wall, and other matters affecting Glenpark, Holliville and adjoining areas including the routing of construction traffic away from residential areas, the maintenance of noise and air pollution levels in accordance with health and safety laws and restricting working  hours during the construction phase, details on the exact positioning of all boundary walls vis a vis adjoining properties, the use of quality material  that enhances the residential nature of the area in the building of the boundary walls and the replacement of mature trees with mature trees as part of phase 1 of the Upgrading of the M50 development at and within the Palmerstown area”
The motion was PASSED.

(C/0390/06)
REPORT ON PUBLIC NOTIFICATION PROCEDURE UNDER PART 8 REPORT OF THE PLANNING AND DEVELOPMENT REGULATIONS 2001-2003 FOR PROPOSED RATHCOOLE/SAGGART DISTRIBUTOR ROAD

The Mayor, Councillor T. Ridge informed the meeting that she had received a motion in the name of Councillor J. Daly in relation to this matter.

It was proposed by Councillor J. Daly, seconded by Councillors M. Corr, C. Jones, D. Keating, T. Gilligan, J. Neville, M. Ardagh, M. Murphy, C. King, S. O’Connor, M. Daly, C. Keane, J. Hannon, E. Tuffy, S. Laing, K. Warren, G. Cullen, G. O’Connell, E. Maloney and F. McCarthy and AGREED:
“That this Council adjourn Item No. 10 to allow for legal advice to Members (Councillors) as their decision may have a material effect on this issue”.
A discussion followed with contributions from Councillors J. Daly, D. Keating and M. Daly.

Mr. Joe Horan responded to the Members queries and AGREED to consult with the Law Agent and report to the July Council Meeting.
(C/0391/06)
APPROVAL TO REGISTRATION OF CHARGE BY THE MINISTER FOR ARTS, SPORT AND TOURISM IN RESPECT OF RUNNING TRACK AT BANCROFT PARK, GREENHILLS ROAD, TALLAGHT, DUBLIN 24- TRACK TO BE MANAGED BY TALLAGHT ATHLETIC CLUB. 
The following report by the Manager, which had been circulated, was CONSIDERED:
“The Council at its meeting held on 09/01/06 approved the registration of a charge in favour of the Minister for Arts, Sport and Tourism in respect of a building provided by the Council at Bancroft Park, Greenhills Road, Tallaght for use as a Clubhouse by Tallaght Athletic Club. Manager’s Order No. LA/324/2005 refers.

The Council has been advised by the Department of Arts Sport and Tourism that previous grants had been paid to Tallaght Athletic Club in the total sum of €215,853 in the period 1996 to 1999 in respect of the development of an athletics track at Bancroft Park.  The Council developed this facility on lands in its ownership in conjunction with the Athletics Club. The Club will manage the facility on foot of a Management Licence but the title will remain with the Council.

The Council is now required to enter into a Grant Agreement and a Deed of Covenant and Charge with the Minister for Arts, Sport and Tourism to continue to use the athletics track facility for community/sporting purposes for a specified period of up to thirty- five years and in the event of it failing to do so, to repay all or part of the grant on a reducing scale. This Deed of Covenant and Charge is to be registered as a burden against the Council’s title.

In accordance with Section 66 of the Local Government Act, 2001 the Council may approve the granting of any ‘financial assistance whether by grants, loans, guarantees or other financial aid, lands or other structures etc’ for matters of this nature, such approval to be by way of resolution of the Council. The above definition would include accepting a charge against Council property in respect of funds provided by other parties for facilities constructed thereon.

Accordingly it is recommended that the Council adopt the following resolution:

That subject to the provisions of Section 66 of the Local Government Act, 2001, the Council enters into a  Deed of Covenant and Charge  with the Minister for Arts, Sport and Tourism to continue the use of  the facility, comprising of an athletics track at Bancroft Park, Greenhills Road, Tallaght, Dublin 24, as shown outlined in red on attached Indicative Drawing No. LD 1102, for community/sporting purposes for a specified period of up to thirty five years and in the event of it failing to do so, to repay all or part of the grant monies on a reducing scale. This Deed of Covenant and Charge is to be registered as a burden against the Council’s title.” 

It was proposed by Councillor T. Ridge, seconded by Councillor K. Warren and AGREED:

“That subject to the provisions of Section 66 of the Local Government Act, 2001, the Council enters into a Deed of Covenant and Charge  with the Minister for Arts, Sport and Tourism to continue the use of  the facility, comprising of an athletics track at Bancroft Park, Greenhills Road, Tallaght, Dublin 24, as shown outlined in red on attached Indicative Drawing No. LD 1102, for community/sporting purposes for a specified period of up to thirty five years and in the event of it failing to do so, to repay all or part of the grant monies on a reducing scale. This Deed of Covenant and Charge is to be registered as a burden against the Council’s title.”
(C/0392/06)
DRAFT ANNUAL REPORT 2005 
The following report by the Manager, which had been circulated, was CONSIDERED:

“Section 221 of the Local Government Act sets out the requirements in relation to the preparation of the Annual Report and provides for its adoption by 30th June each year.

221.—(1) (a) Not later than the 30th day of June in each year, every county council and city council shall each prepare and adopt a report (to be known as the annual report) in relation to the performance of its functions during the preceding year and shall as soon as may be furnish a copy of the annual report to each member of the county council or city council, as the case may be, and to such other persons as it may consider appropriate.

(b) A draft of the annual report shall be submitted to the members of the County Council or City Council concerned not later than the 30th day of April in each year.

In accordance with the above the Draft Annual Report has been circulated to the Members and uploaded on to members net.  (See link below)

Accordingly, the following resolution is required.

“That the Annual Report 2005 be adopted in accordance with Section 221 of the Local Government Act 2001”.”

The Draft Annual Report 2005 can be viewed at the following link:

http://membersnet.sdublincoco.ie/info/SSDC%20annual%20report%207.pdf
Irish Version: http://membersnet.sdublincoco.ie/info/Draft%20Irish%20Annual%20%20report%20.pdf







It was proposed by Councillor T. Ridge, seconded by Councillor K. Warren and AGREED: 
“That the Annual Report 2005 be adopted in accordance with Section 221 of the Local Government Act 2001.”
(C/0393/06)
DRAFT IRISH LANGUAGE SCHEME 

The following report by the Manager, which had been circulated, was CONSIDERED:

“In accordance with Section 11 of the Official Languages Act 2003, South Dublin County Council is required to prepare an Irish Language Scheme and, in line with the provision of the legislation, a notice of the Council’s intention to prepare a draft Scheme was published in local and national newspapers, and on the Council’s website, on 16th February 2006.

As part of the general consultation process subsequently undertaken by the Council, an Irish Language Seminar was organised for early May 2006 which included speakers from the Department of Community, Rural and Gaeltacht Affairs and the Language Commissioner’s Office and which attracted a significant attendance from interested groups throughout the County.

The draft Scheme was presented to the Corporate Policy Group on 8th May 2006 and the Organisation, Procedure and Finance Committee on 18th May 2006,  in advance of it being put to the County Council Meeting of 12th June 2006 for approval.

If adopted by the Council, the Irish Language Scheme will be submitted to the Minister for Community, Rural and Gaeltacht Affairs, subject to his approval.

Accordingly the following resolution is required:”

“That the Draft Irish Language Scheme be adopted in accordance with Section 11 of the Official Languages Act, 2003.”

It was proposed by Councillor T. Ridge, seconded by Councillor K. Warren and AGREED:  
“That the Draft Irish Language Scheme be adopted in accordance with Section 11 of the Official Languages Act, 2003.”

(C/0394/06)
THREE YEAR CAPITAL PROGRAMME 2006 - 2008 (As presented to the Area Committees – with minor amendments. Report for Noting)

This report by the Manager, which was circulated was CONSIDERED:
“Section 135 of the Local Government Act 2001 requires the manager to prepare and submit to the elected council a report indicating the programme of capital projects for the forthcoming and the following two local financial years having regard to the availability of resources

The attached report sets out by Programme Group the proposed capital projects and their estimated cost together with a brief commentary on each Programme Group.

Progress on and delivery of these projects is entirely dependent on the availability of adequate funding from Exchequer/EU funding together with Development Levies and council’s own resources.

This report relates to Capital projects such as housing construction, provision of roads and sanitary services, etc.  The day-to-day operation and maintenance of Council services and facilities is funded from the Annual Revenue Budget.”

The Three Year Capital Programme can be viewed at the following link: 

Three Year Capital Programme 2006 – 2008”
Councillor F. McCarthy requested permission to discuss a ‘perceived’ imbalance in the Capital Programme.  The Mayor ruled that this was not in accordance with Standing Orders.  Councillor McCarthy continued to speak and the Mayor then requested that he leave the Chamber.  Councillor McCarthy left the Chamber.

The report was NOTED.
(C/0395/06)
AUDIT REPORT AFS 2004(As presented to the Organisation, Procedure and Finance Committee. Report for Noting)
The following report by the Manager, which had been circulated, was CONSIDERED:
“Section 135 of the Local Government Act 2001 requires the manager to prepare and submit to the elected council a report indicating the programme of capital projects for the forthcoming and the following two local financial years having regard to the availability of resources

The attached report sets out by Programme Group the proposed capital projects and their estimated cost together with a brief commentary on each Programme Group.

Progress on and delivery of these projects is entirely dependent on the availability of adequate funding from Exchequer/EU funding together with Development Levies and council’s own resources.

This report relates to Capital projects such as housing construction, provision of roads and sanitary services, etc.  The day-to-day operation and maintenance of Council services and facilities is funded from the Annual Revenue Budget.”

The Three Year Capital Programme can be viewed at the following link: 

Three Year Capital Programme 2006 – 2008” 
The report was NOTED.

CORRESPONDENCE 

(C/0396/06)
Letter, dated 19th May 2006 from the Office of the Minister for the Environment, Heritage and Local Government in reply to South Dublin County Council's letter regarding the review of Local Electoral Boundaries. 

The above letter was NOTED.

(C/0397/06)
Letter, dated 31st May 2006 from the Department of the Environment, Heritage and Local Government regarding  the siting of planning application notices.

The above letter was NOTED.

(C/0398/06)
Letter, dated 25th April 2006 from Monaghan Town Council regarding motion    passed calling for the statewide roll-out of Breastcheck.

The above letter was NOTED.

(C/0399/06)
Letters, dated 1st May and 11th May 2006 from the Chief Executive Officer  and the Vice-Chairman of the Board of Management of AMNCH respectively in reply to South Dublin County Council's letter regarding motion passed in relation to proposed new Children's Hospital.
The above letter was NOTED.
(C/0400/06)
Letter, dated 23rd May 2006 from the HSE in reply to South Dublin County Council's letter of regarding the scheduling of Forum Meetings.

The above letter was NOTED.

(C/0401/06)
Letter, dated 25th May 2006 from Dublin Bus in reply to South Dublin County Council's letter regarding removal of bus shelter outside of Molloy's Off Licence, Orchard Road

The above letter was NOTED.
(C/0402/06)
Letter, dated 29th May 2006 from North Tipperary County Council regarding motions passed in relation to the abolition of means testing for the carer's allowance.

The above letter was NOTED.

(C/0403/06)
MAYOR’S BUSINESS
GARDAI/COUNCIL COMMUNITY FORA

It was proposed by Councillor T. Ridge, seconded by Councillor G. O’Connell.

“That an update be brought to this meeting outlining proposals for combined Gardai/Council Community fora.”
REPORT:
“Section 36 of An Garda Siochana Act 2005 states inter alia as follows;

“   (1) 
A local authority and the Garda Commissioner shall arrange for the establishment of a joint policing committee in accordance with guidelines issued under section 35.

The joint policing committee’s function is to serve as a forum for consultations, discussions and recommendations on  matters affecting the policing of the local authority’s administrative area, and in particular – 

a) keep under review – 

(i) the levels and patterns of crime, disorder and anti-social behaviour in that area (including the patterns and levels of misuse of alcohol and drugs).

And

(ii)
The factors underlying and contributing to the levels of crime, disorder and anti – social behaviour in the area, 

(B)
Advise the local authority concerned and the Garda Siochana on how they might best perform their functions having regard to the need to do everything feasible to improve the safety and quality of life and to prevent crime, disorder and anti-social behaviour within the area. 

(C)
Arrange and host Public Meetings concerning matters affecting the policing of the local authority’s administrative area.

(D)
Establish, in consultation with the local Garda Superintendent, as the committee considers necessary within specific neighbourhoods of the area, local policing fora  to discuss and make recommendations to the Committee concerning matters that it is to keep under review under paragraph (a) or on which it is to advise under paragraph (b), in so far as those matters affect their neighbourhoods, and

(E)
Co-ordinate the activities of local policing fora established under paragraph (d) or otherwise. 

In a recent appearance before the Select Committee on Justice, Equality, Defence and Women’s Rights, the Minister for Justice, Michael McDowell stated; 

“I am currently consulting my colleagues the Minister for the Environment, Heritage and Local Government and the Minister for Community, Rural and Gaeltacht Affairs and the Garda Siochana, on guidelines under which the joint policing committees would operate. My view is that the best way forward is initially to establish a small number of committees on a pilot basis which will give us an opportunity to identify any teething problems that might arise in practice. Any such problems can then be addressed before the joint policing committees are launched in the over one hundred local authorities throughout the Country. I hope to be in a position to make a further announcement about my proposals in this area in the near future.”

Members will be kept updated on developments.

County Development Board

The County Strategy for South Dublin entitled ‘A Place for People’ was adopted by South Dublin County Development Board in 2002. The strategy is an integrated vision for the Economic, Social and Cultural Development of the County for the period 2002-2012. The County Development Board is comprised of representatives from all Local and State Agencies including An Garda Siochana, Local Development Agencies and the Social Partners. South Dublin County Council is the lead agency of the County Development Board. 

An Garda Siochana have been active members of the South Dublin County Development Board since its establishment. 

Under its recently launched  three year Implementation Plan 2006 - 2008 the following priority actions have been identified. 

Priority Action 28. – Examine estate management from a County level with a view to making recommendations to South Dublin County Development Board. 

Priority Action 32, - Develop an integrated response to anti-social behaviour to increase awareness and understanding of the issues involved by all stake holders (organisations and communities) and develop and implement appropriate initiatives.

Priority Action 33, - Develop an integrated approach to combating racist attacks against members of minority and ethnic communities in South Dublin County.

Priority Action 34, - Strengthen and enhance the role of Community Crime prevention initiatives. 

Priority Action 35, - Develop an integrated response to the needs of adults and children experiencing domestic violence across South Dublin County, incorporating the core activities of policy provision, protection, prosecution and prevention. The response will reflect victim safety, child protection and offender accountability issues. 

Appropriate Inter- Agency Working Groups to progress implementation of the above Priority Actions are at present being established.”
A discussion followed with contributions from Councillors T. Ridge, G. O’Connell, D. Keating, S. O’Connor and J. Lahart.

Mr. Joe Horan, County Manager responded to the Members queries and it was agreed that a further report would be presented at the September Meeting of the Council.
The meeting concluded at 6:30.

(C/0404/06)
MOTIONS NOT REACHED
OUTER RING ROAD

Mayor’s Business

Councillor T. Ridge
That a report be brought regarding a finish date for the Outer Ring Road and spur to Balgaddy.

COMMUNITY WARDENS


Councillor T. Ridge   

 Mayor's Business

That this Council agree to initiate a pilot programme of a community warden service which involves a permanent presence of Council Community Wardens in areas which have need of such a service.  Particular regard to be made to the needs of the elderly and vulnerable and the supervision of play and amenity areas for the benefit of all.  This programme could save money for this Council by preventing vandalism and dumping which is a major cost for this Council and would enhance the social and visual amenity.

DUBLIN PORT TUNNEL
Councillor T. McDermott   

 That South Dublin County Council calls on the Dublin City Manager to restrict access to the city centre (between the Royal Canal and the Grand Canal ), by vehicles of three axles and more between the hours of 7AM and 7PM unless such vehicles are carrying a permit issued by the City Manager. And that such restriction becomes effective when the Dublin Port Tunnel opens - in order that the citizens of South Dublin County enjoy the benefits promised when funding for the Port Tunnel project was approved. 

COLUMBIAN EMBASSY
Councillor C. Keane   

 That this Council recommends that we make representation to the Colombian Ambassador in London to ensure that the  military rescue operation proposed by President Uribe  to rescue hostages held by FARC be cancelled.  Mindful of the fact that FARC leaders have ordered their men to execute hostages in such a rescue operation, by proceeding in this way, it is imposing a death sentence on the hostages one of whom includes Ingrid Betancourt on whom we have bestowed the Freedom of the County of South Dublin.

SKATE PARK

Councillor D. Keating   

That the Manager would please provide an up-to-date and detailed report on progress made to build the Council's first Skate Park. Specifically would the Manager please report on the local consultation process which I requested at the outset, with the delegation from the local Skate Board Club regarding the design, lay-out and materials to be used in the Skate Park, and the time scale for the building and completion of this Skate Park. 

TRAFFIC LIGHT SEQUENCING

Councillor G. O'Connell   

That this Council write to the appropriate Government Department requesting that consideration be given to (a) activating the "Amber" sequence between "Red" and "Green" on all traffic lights  and (b) inserting a "filter left on Red when safe to do " sign at suitable junctions so as to maximise the capacity of road intersections and alleviate traffic congestion.

MANAGEMENT CHARGES
Councillor E. Tuffy    

 That the Council notes with concern that individuals and families who have been approved for apartments and houses under the Council's Affordable Housing Schemes are being required to pay Management Charges of € 800 per annum and more, that the requirement to pay such charges is effectively adding about € 20000 to the cost of their homes, and requests the Manager to have these charges taken into account when arriving at prices to be determined for Affordable Housing units. 

SITING OF PLANNING APPLICATION NOTICES
Councillor J. Lahart 

That the Council undertakes a review of the regulations governing the siting of planning application roadside public notices, particularly in light of obvious flaws relating to where a planning application may be lodged within an estate that directly affects residents to the rear of that house but located in a different estate. 

HOUSING ESTATE NAMES IN IRISH

Councillor S. O'Connor    

 That this Council will adopt a policy of using the Irish Language in the naming of all new housing estate developments. 

DISPOSAL OF ‘END OF LIFE’VEHICLES

Councillor R. Dowds   

 That this council approves the following change to the disposal of 'end of life' vehicles:-

a)  That the €50 charge be scrapped.

b)  That a sum of perhaps €200 be paid to people who bring a car to an 'end of life'  unit.

3 YEAR CAPITAL PROGRAMME

Councillor F. McCarthy   

That this Council requests the Manager to outline the projected expenditure accounted for in the 3 year Capital programme in each electoral area with regard to Community Parks and Libraries (programme 6) and development (programme 4) and insists that the obvious imbalance in the even distribution of the funding county-wide is immediately rectified. 

COMMEMORATION OF IRISH FAMINE

Councillor E. Maloney   

That this Council supports the call for an annual commemoration of the Irish Famine, to be known as "Memorial Day" to honour the memory of the victims who died and the emigrants who gave so much to the world. 

MANAGEMENT OF DOG BREEDING ESTABLISHMENTS

Councillor C. Keane   

That this Council recommends that we write to the Minister to implement the recommendations of working group to review the management of dog breeding establishments – taking into account the two minority reports. 

INTEGRITY OF COUNCIL’S PLANNING FILES
Councillor T. McDermott   

That that the Members discuss the process to secure the integrity of the Council's planning files and call on the Manager to improve it in light of recent failures by the Council to fulfill its obligations in this regard. 

COMMUNITY FORUM AND COMMUNITY PLATFORM

Councillor G. O'Connell   

That this Council values the role and contribution of the Community Forum and Community Platform and will positively support them by holding at least one conference per annum dealing with issues of concern to the community and voluntary sector to which the executive from both organisations, as well as the elected members of the Council be invited and by  providing each organisation with a full time support worker and by including both organisations on the relevant invitation list for council events.

AFFORDABLE HOUSING INITIATIVE

Councillor E. Tuffy   

That this Council supports the Property Path initiative and is concerned that the  allocation/sale of housing units in April 2006 under the affordable housing under the Affordable Housing Initiative (Sustaining Progress) was done by a private Estate Agent rather than the Council's Property Path, and requests the Manager to make a report setting out measures put in place by the Council to ensure that the sale of the units was underpinned by principles of housing need, transparency of procedures, accountability on the part of the developer and the selling agent, and to report on what conditions were put in place regarding "clawback" in the event of the early re-sale of units.  

ILLEGAL DOMESTIC CLOTHING COLLECTIONS

Councillor J. Lahart   

That this Council, in order to combat the proliferation in illegal domestic clothing collections;

investigates the possibility of introducing bye-laws which oblige all collectors to clearly identify their company/organisation name , address, landline and other relevant company/organisation/charity number details, together with the relevant tax clearance details;

and inter alia introduces severe penalties for those collectors and residents who knowingly breach these regulations;

organises a publicity campaign to alert householders to any proposed changes

and examines best practise in this regard.

COUNCIL HOUSES – BUY BACK
Councillor R. Dowds   

That South Dublin County Council adopt a policy whereby our County Council would purchase back houses in Council estates from elderly residents in return for them moving into rented sheltered accommodation. 
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