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MEETING OF SOUTH DUBLIN COUNTY COUNCIL
Monday 10th July, 2006

 Item No.H.I  14
New Works – Report on Part 8 Consultation Process 
Griffeen Valley Park Extension
The following report was Noted at the Meeting of the Lucan Clondalkin Committee held on 27th March 2006:-
“It is proposed to develop the Council owned lands at Grange for an extension of Griffeen Valley Regional Park.  The lands which comprise 16 hectares (39 acres) are defined by the railway line on northern boundary, Hayden’s Lane on its western boundary, the Grand Canal towpath on its southern boundary and by zoned lands on the eastern boundary.  In recent years, these lands have been used as a composting area for green waste material and when the compost is removed by April, the lands will be available for environmental and recreational use.

The proposals include the following:

· The development of four sports pitches, two soccer and two for gaelic games, to include soil importation and drainage.

· Provision is included for one of the four pitches to be developed as an all-weather facility and this is subject to the implementation of a joint venture in the future with  sports clubs.  

· The construction of a building to cater for the various needs of the park, to include changing rooms and toilets.

· The construction of a car park (110 spaces)adjacent to the building

· The construction of an equipped playground for children.

· The development of wetlands, including lakes and marshes and woodlands

· The construction of over 2,000 linear metres of pedestrian pathways.

· The construction of 1400 linear metres of designated cycleways to link with existing and proposed green routes that will include access along the canal banks.

· Improvement of existing and proposed boundaries and provision of entrances.

It is recommended that the “Part 8” Planning Consultation Procedure be commenced in respect of these proposals.”
In the case of the All Weather pitch it should be noted that the term “all weather” also includes the provision of floodlighting to allow for the maximum usage of the facility, particularly in the winter months.

The proposal was  advertised as required by Part 8 of the Planning and Development Regulations 2001 with the proposal being available for inspection at the Council’s Offices from 24th April 2006 to 23rd May 2006 inclusive.

The latest date for receipt of submissions and observations  regarding the proposals was 6th June 2006

Two submissions were received from outside bodies by the closing date from:

1.  Cumann na Sáirséalaigh Leamhcáin

2.  South Dublin Conservation Society

Both submissions were supportive of the proposed improvement works.  The observations and recommendations of the two groups and the Council’s response to them is as follows:

	1.  Cumann na Sáirséalaigh Leamhcáin
	Response



	The overall dimensions of the all weather pitch should be such as to allow for a full sized GAA pitch.
	The intension is that the facility will be constructed to full sized GAA pitch dimensions.



	The GAA pitches should be located adjacent to each other
	The plans will be examined to see if this can be done.



	The GAA pitches should be preferably aligned in a North South orientation
	If it is possible to do so – and allowing for the most effective use of the available space and the protection of the natural environment – consideration will be given to aligning the pitches in a north south orientation.



	At least 8 dressing rooms will be required to service the clubs using the lands.
	The plans show an indicative area for the dressing rooms and other facilities and when these are being brought to a construction phase all of the local interested groups will be consulted.



	2.  South Dublin Conservation Society


	Response

	It is recommended that a full Archaeological, Historical and Architectural investigation be carried out on the lands prior to the commencement of works on site.
	It is proposed to undertake a full Archaeological and Historical survey of the site prior to any works commencing

	It is recommended that a full Flora and Fauna survey be undertaken prior to the commencement of works on site and that existing natural features be retained and native species should be used in any planting programme.
	It is proposed to undertake a full Flora and Fauna survey prior to commencement of works on site.

As far as possible the natural features of the site will be retained and it is also intended to use to the fullest extent possible, native plant species in any landscape planting work.



	Allotments

The Society has suggested that an area should be included for allotments in the plans for the park.
	It is proposed to incorporate this suggestion into an amended design for the park.

	Access from the existing Griffeen Valley park.

The Society has suggested that a new entrance be created close to the railway line to link the north and south ends of Griffeen Valley park.
	This suggestion will be incorporated into the design for the existing privately owned land which is to be ceded to the Council in the near future and which will form part of Griffeen Valley Park.


3. Recommendation
It is considered that, taking into account the representations received and adding a site for allotments into the plan , the proposal is in accordance with the proper planning and sustainable development of the area and it is  recommended to the Members that the Council proceed with the development subject to the availability of the necessary resources. 

This recommendation was noted by the Lucan Clondalkin Area Committee at its Meeting held on 27th June 2006.
