COMHAIRLE CONTAE ÁTHA CLIATH THEAS
SOUTH DUBLIN COUNTY COUNCIL
Minutes of South Dublin County Council December 2024 County Council Meeting held on Monday 9 December 2024
PRESENT
	Adelaide, D.
	Kearns, P.

	Barnes, S.
	Mannion, R.

	Brady, C.
	McCrave, L.

	Carey, W.
	McMahon, R.

	Casserly, V.
	McManus, D.

	Collins, Y.
	Moore, G.

	Costello, T.
	Murphy, E.

	 de Courcy, L.
	Ó Broin, E.

	Donnelly, D.
	O’Hara, S.

	Duff, M.
	O’Toole, L.

	Dunne, L.
	Pereppadan, Baby

	Fennell, N.
	Pereppadan, Britto

	Gilligan, T. 
	Richardson, D.

	Hayes, A.
	Sinnott, J. 

	Holohan, P.
	Spear, J.

	Johansson, M.
	Timmons, F.

	Keane, K.
	Tuffy, J. 

	
	Whelan, N.

	
	

	
	

	
	

	
	



OFFICIALS PRESENT
	Chief Executive
	C. Ward.

	Directors
	J. Frehill, M. McAdam, T. Walsh, E. Leech, L. Maxwell, R. Fitzgerald

	Head of IT
	T. Kavanagh

	County Architect
	C. Harte

	A/Senior Executive Officer
	B. Shannon

	                                 Administrative Officer
	M. Reilly

		                      Communications Manager
	D. Healy

	Senior Staff Officer
	K. McLoughlin

	A/ Staff Officer
	D. Murphy

	Assistant Staff Officer
	L. Farrell, A. Holohan



The Mayor, Councillor Baby Pereppadan, presided
Apologies were received from Councillors A. Edge and B. Lawlor. 




WEBCASTING NOTICE

This meeting may be filmed for live or subsequent broadcast via the Councils website. At the start of the meeting the Chair will confirm if all or part of the meeting is being filmed.

You should be aware that the Council is subject to the Freedom of Information Act 2014, the Data Protection Act 1988, General Data Protection Regulations (EU) 2016/679 and the Defamation Act 2009. Data collected during this webcast will be retained in accordance with the legislation.

Therefore, by entering the Council Chamber and using the seats around the meeting tables, public gallery etc. you are consenting to being filmed and to the possible use of those images and sound recordings for webcasting.

The Mayor, Councillor Baby Pereppadan, welcomed everyone and informed the Members of the etiquette for Hybrid Meetings:

Members attending remotely must check that they can access the “Chat Function” before commencing the meeting.

Members can indicate they wish to speak on an item through the chat function – using “Speak please.”

Members must be able to be seen, specifically for roll call, when speaking and voting.
Mics to be on mute until invited to speak through the Chair.

Members attending in person can indicate they wish to speak by signalling to the Chair.


H1/1224 	CONFIRMATION AND REAFFIRMATION OF MINUTES - FOR APPROVAL
(a) November Council Minutes 11th November 2024
(b) Annual Budget Meeting Minutes 14th November 2024

Minutes of the November Council Meeting held on 11th November 2024 which had been circulated were submitted and APPROVED as a true record and signed in the proposition of Councillor Baby Pereppadan and seconded by Councillor R. McMahon.


At this point, the Mayor, Councillor Baby Pereppadan proposed, and the Members AGREED to vary the sequence of items on the agenda in order to take Headed Item no. 15 (H15) next and welcomed Ms. Anne Grehan and Mr. Hugh Cregan, National Transport Authority to the meeting.



H15/1224 	NATIONAL TRANSPORT AUTHORITY PRESENTATION TO COUNCIL - FOR NOTING

The report was presented by Ms. Anne Grehan and Mr. Hugh Cregan of the National Transport Authority and was CONSIDERED. 

HI 15 Presentation

A discussion followed with contributions from Councillors E. Ó Broin, Y. Collins, M. Johansson, J. Spear, L. de Courcy, C. Brady, N. Fennell, W. Carey, R. Mannion, P. Kearns, L. O’Toole, J. Sinnott, J. Tuffy, R. McMahon, A. Hayes, L. Dunne, K. Keane, Britto Pereppadan, P. Holohan, L. McCrave, E. Murphy, D. McManus and V. Casserly.

Queries were raised in relation to the DART and Luas Carriages, Metro line, service on various bus routes, ghost buses, fare payment methods, Tallaght/Clondalkin to city centre scheme timelines, cycle lanes, real time information, city centre links, staffing, EV fleet of buses, 24 hour routes and funding for accessible buses. 

Ms. Anne Grehan and Mr. Hugh Cregan responded to the Members on general queries with commitment to respond to queries on local areas on receipt of email by the NTA. 

The report was NOTED. 

H2/1224 	REPORTS OF AREA COMMITTEES - FOR NOTING

a) Rathfarnham/Templeogue/Firhouse/Bohernabreena Area Committee 

Dealing with Public Realm, Water & Drainage, Housing, Community, Planning, Economic Development, Libraries & Arts, Corporate Support, Performance & Change Management
It was NOTED that there was NO Business under this Heading
b) Clondalkin Area Committee 
Dealing with Public Realm, Water & Drainage, Housing, Community, Planning, Economic Development, Libraries & Arts, Corporate Support, Performance & Change Management
It was NOTED that there was NO Business under this Heading

c) Tallaght Area Committee 
Dealing with Public Realm, Water & Drainage, Housing, Community, Planning, Economic Development, Libraries & Arts, Corporate Support, Performance & Change Management
It was NOTED that there was NO Business under this Heading

d) Lucan/Palmerstown/North Clondalkin Area Committee 
Dealing with Public Realm, Water & Drainage, Housing, Community, Planning, Economic Development, Libraries & Arts, Corporate Support, Performance & Change Management 
It was NOTED that there was NO Business under this Heading
H3/1224 	STANDING COMMITTEES ORGANISATION, PROCEDURE & FINANCE - FOR APPROVAL
a) Draft Calendar of Meeting Dates
b) Report on Conferences/Seminars
c) Flag Policy
d) Standing Orders in Relation to the Chief Executive's Monthly Report
e)  i) SPC Standing Orders Report
e) ii) SPC Standing Orders
f) Nomination of PPN Representatives

It was proposed by Councillor Baby Pereppadan and seconded by Councillor E. Murphy and AGREED. 

H4/1224 	STRATEGIC POLICY COMMITTEES - FOR NOTING
H 4 (a) (ii) Minutes of 8th May EETD SPC
H 4 (a) (iii) LECP draft Implementation Plan
H 4 (a) (iv) South Dublin Base LECP Plan
H4 (a) (i) Report on EETD SPC held on 19th Nov 2024
The report was NOTED. 

H5/1224 	REPORTS REQUESTED BY AREA COMMITTEES - FOR NOTING

It was NOTED that there was NO Business under this Heading

It was proposed by Councillor Baby Pereppadan and seconded by Councillor D. McManus. 

“That pursuant to Standing Order No. 22, Questions numbered Q1 – Q14 be ADOPTED and APPROVED”

Q1/1224 	Councillor W. Carey
To ask the Chief Executive what role the council has in determining maintenance matters in council owned facilities such as swimming pools, libraries, theatres etc.
REPLY:
Council owned facilities such as swimming pools and the theatre referenced in the question are generally operated under a lease. The terms of the lease require the operator to carry out regular maintenance on the property. In respect of Council owned libraries which are managed by Council staff, their maintenance is the responsibility of the Council, with ongoing maintenance regimes in place.


 
Q2/1224 	Councillor T. Costello
To ask the manager for a list of planned projects with timelines of delivery for community centres throughout the county by location
REPLY:
The Council has made commitments to deliver a series of new build community facilities and provide upgrades/extensions to a number of existing community centres, through budget provisions approved in the 3 Year Capital Programme. In addition, we continue to work on the progression of other ongoing and essential repair/upgrade projects to existing community facilities in the County.
The below table list the main community facility capital projects currently committed to and for the period 2025-2027 with indicative delivery timelines:

	Community Centre
	Capital Works Description
	Timeframe

	Balgaddy CC
	New Build
	On site, anticipated completion late Dec 2024

	Quarryvale CLC
	Major Upgrades
	On site, anticipated completion Jan 2025

	Brookfield CYC
	Roof Upgrade
	On site, anticipated completion Dec 2024

	Kilcarbery CC
	New Build
	Construction planned to commence Q1 2025

	Killinarden (Foothills) CC
	New Build
	Construction planned to commence in 2025 as part of the Housing Development

	Citywest CC
	New Build
	Design currently being finalised with revised planning permission to be submitted in Q1 2025

	Citywest Youth Facility
	Fit Out of Unit
	Anticipated works to commence Q2 2025

	Ballyroan CYC
	Centre Extension
	Part 8 scheduled for Jan 2025 and works to anticipated to commence in Q2 2025

	Whitechurch Sports Facility
	New Build
	Part 8 scheduled for Q1 2025

	The Park CC 
	Centre Extension
	Part 8 scheduled for Q1 2025

	Newcastle CC
	New Build/Extension
	Anticipated construction works to commence in 2026

	Knockmitten CYC
	Extension & Refurbishment
	Anticipated works to commence in 2026

	Perrystown Manor CC
	Extension & Refurbishment
	Anticipated construction works to commence in 2026





Q3/1224 	Councillor T. Costello
To ask the Chief Executive are there any plans to select a site for a motocross track in the County and have there been many requests received for such an amenity.

REPLY:
Policy COS4 Objective 10 of the County Development Plan seeks to ''To support and where possible identify a location for the development of a Motocross track and support any applications for national funding where available''. To date, no appropriate site for such a facility has been identified, however the Council is open to working with any relevant parties to explore the feasibility for such an initiative should any proposals come forward for the development of a motocross track within the County. 
Q4/1224 	Councillor D. Donnelly
Are all subcontractors held to the same responsibilities as the original company awarded the contract?
REPLY:
In procurement documents, a contracting authority may ask a tenderer to indicate, in its tender, any share of the contract that it may intend to subcontract to third parties and any proposed subcontractors.
The Contractor is deemed to be the prime contractor and assumes full responsibility for the discharge of all obligations under the contract. As prime contractor, the Contractor assumes liability for its subcontractors and shall ensure that its subcontractors shall comply in all respects with the relevant terms of the contract.

Q5/1224 	Councillor D. Donnelly
What provisions are in place for families with a child or children with high or profound needs? If they are given notice from a landlord or a council on entering into homeless accommodation.
REPLY:
The Dublin Region Homeless Executive (DRHE) is provided by Dublin City Council as the lead statutory authority on the response to homelessness in Dublin and adopts a shared service approach across the Dublin region on behalf of South Dublin County Council, Fingal County Council and Dún Laoghaire-Rathdown County Council. 
The Council is committed to providing appropriate housing and support services to meet the needs of housing applicants and homeless persons in the county and continues to work proactively to address the ongoing challenges by increasing new housing supply through partnerships with approved housing bodies, ongoing choice based letting and other allocation options, turning around vacant Council properties for re-letting, supporting HAP tenancies and engaging with landlords on potential tenant in-situ acquisitions.
Where housing accommodation is sought on grounds consisting of or including medical grounds, consideration will be given on the submission of a completed HMD Form 1.
The Homeless HAP scheme operated by the DRHE on behalf of the Dublin local authorities, provides discretion to exceed the HAP rent limits for homeless households, if this is necessary in order to source suitable accommodation.
The Council continues to work with the DRHE in providing sufficient emergency accommodation in supported temporary accommodation, family hubs and private emergency accommodation.
Q6/1224 	Councillor L. Dunne
To ask the Chief Executive to provide the number of new individuals who registered to vote from the start of 2024 to the deadline to register for the local elections, presented in a table format, broken down by each local electoral area?
REPLY:
The total number of new individuals who registered from 1st January 2024 to the closing of the Register of Electors prior to the Local Election 2024 was 12,169 - the figures are presented below in tabular format, broken down by each local electoral area:-
	Local Electoral Area
	Number of Electors

	Clondalkin
	2221

	Firhouse - Bohernabreena
	1142

	Lucan
	3064

	Palmerstown - Fonthill
	1189

	Rathfarnham - Templeogue
	1628

	Tallaght Central
	1254

	Tallaght South
	1671


Q7/1224 	Councillor N. Fennell
To ask the Chief Executive for a report on engagement with Comhairle na nÓg. Report to include how often does the council meet with the Comhairle na nÓg and what plans are in place for ongoing engagement with Comhairle na nÓg.
REPLY:
South Dublin County Council engages with Comhairle na nÓg throughout the year through a number of forums. Cllr Darragh Adelaide, Cllr Vicky Casserly, Cllr Emma Murphy, Cllr Madeleine Johansson and Cllr Justin Sinnott are members of the Comhairle Steering Committee and this representation ensures there is connectivity with the elected members on an ongoing basis.
The Comhairle meets every three weeks and consists of 40 members from across the County. The Comhairle presents their program to the Council annually and also to the Local Community and Development Committee and the Social, Community and Equality SPC. The Mayor engages with the Comhairle in relation to their programme on an ongoing basis and attends the annual youth conference.
The annual youth conference took place in The Plaza Hotel on the 23rd October 2024 and was attended by 80 young people from schools and youth services in the County. The top three issues highlighted by young people in South Dublin were school stress, drug misuse and mental health. Following a vote of the members, mental health was identified as the primary issue facing young people and will be the topic of focus for 2025.
Council engagement with the Comhairle has continued to grow and we have built on last years events such as '€20K Have Your Say' to imbed the Comhairle into our decision-making processes. The Comhairle has also been involved in discussion for the provision of youth spaces, the poverty consultation as part of the Local Economic and Community Plan  and they have had input on our Arts programme. It is our endeavour to develop intergenerational projects between the Comhairle and the South Dublin Older Peoples Council in 2025.
The 2023 Annual report is provided and the 2024 Annual Report will be available in January 2025 and circulated to members.

Q7 (b) 2023 Annual Report

Q8/1224 	Councillor N. Fennell
To ask the Chief Executive if charity organisations are eligible for any community grants and, if so, what grants are available to charity organisations within the county?
REPLY:
Charitable organisations are eligible to apply for community grants. South Dublin County Council offers a range of funding and support to community and voluntary groups via our funding streams. Applicants need to be registered with the Public Participation Network to be able to avail of our grants programme. Groups can apply for grants using our online application platform. To apply, simply visit the South Dublin County Council website and submit an application. Further information can be obtained by emailing community@sdublincoco.ie or in the attached grant booklet. 
Please note the 2024 funding stream is now closed and will return in February 2025. 
Q8 (b) Community Grants Booklet

Q9/1224 	Councillor N. Fennell
To ask the Chief Executive for a report in tabular format on the most recent homeless figures for the county with a breakdown by LEA.
REPLY:
The number of homeless households recorded for South Dublin County Council to the end of November 2024 are outlined below 
	 
	Jan-24
	Feb-24
	Mar-24
	Apr-24
	May-24
	Jun-24
	Jul-24
	Aug-24
	Sep-24
	Oct-24
	Nov-24

	Total Homeless Households
	601
	615
	627
	627
	604
	609
	612
	597
	569
	556
	554

	Single Male
	229
	235
	242
	246
	237
	236
	242
	235
	215
	205
	209

	Single Female
	77
	82
	83
	88
	90
	92
	91
	86
	84
	79
	81

	Couples
	20
	21
	24
	21
	22
	18
	20
	22
	23
	20
	19

	Families
	275
	277
	278
	272
	255
	263
	259
	254
	247
	252
	245

	 
	 
	 
	 
	 
	 
	 
	 
	 
	 
	 
	 

	Total adults on homeless register
	753
	767
	782
	771
	744
	749
	753
	733
	701
	691
	689

	Total children on homeless register
	645
	640
	635
	634
	611
	627
	614
	616
	610
	666
	627




The table below summarises the number of allocations to households in Emergency Accommodation this year broken down by LEA:
	LEA
	Totals

	Clondalkin
	56

	Lucan
	29

	Palm-Font
	16

	Rath-Temp
	16

	Tallaght Central
	13

	Tallaght South
	59

	Total
	189



Q10/1224 	Councillor N. Fennell
To ask the Chief Executive on the best way in reporting out of order or faulty street lights/traffic lights particularly when it becomes a dangerous situation.

REPLY:
There are two ways to report faulty public lighting assets that are possibly causing a health and safety concern. 
The first (and preferable) way is to contact the public lighting section directly by phone on 01 414 9294. This information is available on our website at:
Public Lighting - SDCC https://www.sdcc.ie/en/services/transport/public-lighting/public-lighting.html
giving details regarding the pole number, nature of the problem and location e.g. nearest house number. 
Once reported in this way, this information is logged and sent on to our maintenance contractor as soon as possible. 
Alternatively public lighting and traffic signals faults can be reported to our Customer Care team at 01-4149000 or at info@sdublincoco.ie where it will be logged and actioned as soon as possible.
Q11/1224 	Councillor J. Sinnott
To ask the Chief Executive to provide details in relation to the cost of the public consultation process for setting the 2025 Local Property Tax.
REPLY:
Under Section 20 of the Finance (Local Property Tax) Act 2012, as amended, a local authority may, as a reserved function, resolve to vary the basic rate of the Local Property Tax within its functional area by a maximum of +/- 15%.
The requirements in respect of a public consultation process are set out in Part 3 of the Local Property Tax (Local Adjustment Factor) Regulations 2022. Notice of the public consultation must be published on the local authority’s website, and in one or more newspapers circulated in the local authority’s administrative area, and it must provide for the public to make written submissions.
The costs associated with the public consultation process include staff costs and IT costs, related with maintaining the Council’s website & LPT portal, which would be considered sunk costs. There was also the cost of advertising the public consultation process, which seeks the public’s views in relation to the potential effects of varying the basic rate of the Local Property Tax on businesses, individuals and on local authority services. In line with the regulations, South Dublin County Council placed an advertisement with the Irish Times on the 3rd of July at a cost of €2,682.26, seeking submissions from the public.
Q12/1224 	Councillor J. Sinnott
To ask the Chief Executive to outline the process the Council undertakes when a planning enforcement order is issued to an owner of a property or business but the order is ignored.
REPLY: 
Planning enforcement is currently legislated under Part VIII of the Planning and Development Act 2000 AS AMENDED (soon to be replaced by Part 11 of the Planning and Development Act 2024, an Act to consolidate and revise the law relating to planning and development)
The legislation sets time limits within which complaints of planning infringements must be investigated. It establishes a common procedure for all type of planning offence – issue of a Warning Letter, service of an Enforcement Notice and institution of legal proceedings.
Where a warning letter has been issued, the planning authority must carry out an investigation into the alleged unauthorised development. If the planning authority determines that unauthorised development has taken place, it must also determine whether the requirements of the warning letter have been met before taking further action.
The planning authority should, where possible, make its decision on further action within 12 weeks of sending the warning letter. Further action will normally take the form of an enforcement notice requiring the person concerned to rectify the situation.
An enforcement notice will normally request specific action to be taken within a specific period.
On the expiration of a Planning Enforcement Notice issued pursuant to Section 154 of the Planning and Development Act, 2000 (as amended) by the Planning Authority, a Planning Officer will visit the site to confirm whether or not the Enforcement Notice has been adhered too.
If the Enforcement Notice has been adhered to, a planning report is prepared and a Decision Memo signed with recommendation issued for the closing of the file and all parties notified of the decision.
Should the Enforcement Notice be found not to have been complied with, then a planning report is prepared and a Decision Memo signed with a recommendation for prosecution under Section 154(8) of the Planning and Development Act, 2000 (as amended).
Legal proceedings should initiate with the registered owner(s) of the property. In the case of a business the Directors may be included in the legal proceedings.


Q13/1224 	Councillor J. Sinnott
To ask the Chief Executive if there are any capacity constraints on new housing due to water infrastructure and access to adequate sewerage facilities.
REPLY:
Since 2014 Irish Water/Uisce Éireann has been responsible for the delivery of water and wastewater infrastructure. SDCC continue to work closely with UÉ to manage the Drinking Water and Waste Water networks and address capacity constraints as they arise.  Uisce Éireann publish their Capacity Register indicating the status of water supply and wastewater treatment capacity in different locations at the following link Capacity Registers | Connections | Uisce Éireann (formerly Irish Water)
UÉ have a Local Representative Support Desk that can be contacted at localrepsupport@water.ie
Q14/1224 	Councillor J. Spear
Can the manager please give a report on the funding provided to PARTAS over the last 5 years?
REPLY:
From 2020 to present, the following levels of financial support have been provided to PARTAS through various capital initiatives:
	Year
	Support Type
	Amount (€)

	2020
	Small Business Support
	440.00

	Total 2020
	440.00
	 

	 
	 
	 

	2021
	Small Business Support
	1,176.00

	2021
	Small Business Support
	74.00

	2021
	Small Business Support
	2,458.94

	2021
	Small Business Support
	2,588.15

	Total 2021
	6,297.09
	 

	 
	 
	 

	2022
	Small Business Support
	12,301.80

	2022
	Small Business Support
	5,244.00

	2022
	Small Business Support
	15,901.35

	2022
	Small Business Support
	33,723.00

	Total 2022
	67,170.15
	 

	 
	 
	 

	Cumulative Total (2020–2024 ytd)
	73,907.24
	 



Additionally, the Local Enterprise Office provided €2,500 in 2021 for website development support.


H6/1224 	DECLARATION OF ROADS TO BE MADE PUBLIC ROADS
It was NOTED that there was NO Business under this Heading
H7/1224 	PROPOSED DISPOSAL OF PROPERTIES/SITES - FOR APPROVAL
 It was NOTED that there was NO Business under this Heading


H8/1224 	MANAGERS REPORT - FOR NOTING
The following reports by the Chief Executive, which had been circulated, were presented by Mr. C. Ward, Chief Executive and were CONSIDERED.

HI 8 a) Chief Executive's Monthly Report - December2024
HI 8 b) Capital Project Progress Report - December 2024
HI 8 c) Statistics Report - November 2024
HI 8 d) Finance Report

A discussion arose with contributions from Councillors M. Johansson, E. Murphy,  Councillors R. McMahon and W. Carey contributed.
Mr. C. Ward, Chief Executive, and Ms. L. Maxwell, Director of Corporate Performance and Change Management responded to the Members. 
The reports were NOTED. 

H9/1224 	CORPORATE PLAN 2025 – 2029 - FOR APPROVAL
The following reports by the Chief Executive, which had been circulated, were presented by Ms. L. Maxwell, Director for Corporate Performance & Change Management, and were CONSIDERED.
HI 9 Corporate Plan 2025 - 2029
HI 9 Report on the Corporate Plan 2025 - 2029
A discussion followed with contributions from Councillors R. McMahon, P. Holohan, E. Murphy and L. Dunne who proposed deferral of the Headed Item to the next Council meeting to allow more time for consideration. 
The Members AGREED to defer the Item to the next Council meeting.
Ms. L. Maxwell, Director of Corporate Performance and Change Management, responded to the Members and requested that any queries be emailed to her directly prior to the meeting.



H10/1224 	DRAFT LOCAL ECONOMIC AND COMMUNITY PLAN 2024 – 2030  - FOR APPROVAL

The following report by the Chief Executive, which had been circulated, was presented by Ms. E. Leech, Director for Housing and Community Development and was CONDSIDERED.

HI 10 (a) LECP Presentation
HI 10 (b) Draft LECP 2024-2030
HI 10 (c) AA Determination
HI 10 (d) AA screening report
HI 10 (e) CDP compliance
HI 10 (f) EMRA report
HI 10 (g) SEA Determination
HI 10 (h) SEA screening report

Councillor P. Holohan raised a query in relation to Sustainable Development Goals. 

The following amendment was proposed by Councillor J. Spear : 

that

Action 1.4.4. Support the progression of key tourism capital projects including Lucan House, Rathfarnham Castle
Courtyard and Stables, Corkagh Park, Tallaght Stadium, Dublin Mountains Visitor Centre, and Tallaght Tourism and
Heritage Project. Universal design principals are to be followed in the design of the various capital projects.

Amended to

Action 1.4.4. Support the progression of key tourism capital projects including Lucan House, Rathfarnham Castle
Courtyard and Stables, Corkagh Park, Tallaght Stadium and Tallaght Tourism and Heritage Project. Universal design principals are to be followed in the design of the various capital projects.

Councillors E. Murphy and L. Dunne enquired if the amendment was In Order. 

Mr. C. Ward, Chief Executive, and Ms. L. Maxwell, Director of Corporate Performance and Change Management, responded to the Members.

As a result of the clarification the Mayor, Councillor Baby Pereppadan ruled the amendment OUT OF ORDER. 

The report was proposed by Councillor Baby Pereppadan, seconded by Councillor M. Duff and AGREED.

H11/1224 	PAVILLION PROGRAMME PART 8 TYMON PARK SOUTH - FOR APPROVAL
The following report by the Chief Executive, which had been circulated, was presented by Ms. T. Walsh, Director for Environment, Climate Change and Water, and was CONSIDERED.

HI 11 (a) Pavillion Part 8 presentation
HI.11 (b) Tymon Park South Pavillion Part 8 Report

A discussion followed with contributions from Councillors M. Duff, R. McMahon and P. Kearns who welcomed the report a query was raised in relation to location of the pavilion. 

Ms. T. Walsh, Director for Environment, Climate Change and Water, responded to the Member’s query. 

The report was proposed by Councillor Baby Pereppadan, seconded by Councillor M. Duff and AGREED.

H12/1224 	COUNTY DEVELOPMENT PLAN 2 YEAR PROGRESS REPORT - FOR NOTING
The following report by the Chief Executive, which had been circulated, was presented by Mr. M. McAdam, Director for Land Use, Planning and Transport and was CONSIDERED

REPLY:
Section 15 of the Planning and Development Acts outline that it is the duty of a planning authority to take such steps within its powers as may be necessary for securing the objectives of the Development Plan. In this regard, it is a requirement that a report is given to the members on the progress achieved in securing those objectives within the first two years of the development plan being made. The report and associated appendices attached to this headed item is in response to this requirement.
The two-year progress report starts with an overview of each chapter in the County Development Plan, enabling a snapshot of progress across the policies / objectives set out within the Plan, highlighting best practice examples of how objectives are being implemented across the County, associated learnings and status of progress. There are 1,042 combined policies and objectives in the County Development Plan, the report also provides a commentary on progress for each of the individual 878 objectives which is provided in Appendix 1.
Appendix 2 addresses additional green infrastructure objectives while Appendix 3 provides the findings of the Employment Lands Review, itself an objective of the Plan.
As part of the development of a monitoring system for the objectives of the County Development Plan, a Housing Supply Monitor has been created. This monitor will go live to the public as part of the 2 Year Progress Report.
HI 12 (b) CDP 2 Year Review Presentation
HI 12 (c) Green Infrastructure Corridor Review
HI 12 (d) 2 Year SEA Monitoring Report
HI 12 (e) Employment Lands Review
HI 12 (f) Main Highlight Report
HI 12 (g) Review of All Dev Plan Objectives
A discussion followed with contributions from Councillors L. Dunne, F. Timmons, E Ó Broin, C. Brady, R. McMahon and J. Tuffy with queries raised in relation to timeframe for review of the County Development Plan, housing construction statistics, Local Area Plans, City Edge, protected structures and local authority land audit.  
Mr. M. McAdam, Director for Land Use, Planning and Transport, responded to the queries.
The report was NOTED. 


H13/1224 	THREE YEAR CAPITAL PROGRAMME 2025 – 2027  – FOR NOTING
The following report by the Chief Executive, which had been circulated, was presented by Mr. R. FitzGerald, Director for Finance, and was CONSIDERED

HI 13 (a) 13 Capital Program Update
HI 13 (b) Capital Programme 2025-2027

A discussion followed with contributions from Councillors J. Sinnott, E. Ó Broin, J. Tuffy and R. McMahon with queries raised on appropriate risk measures, funding for  footpath programme, Sarsfield Park housing, funding for Rathfarnham Castle, Tallaght Heritage Centre and Tymon Inter-Generational Centre. 

Mr. R. FitzGerald, Director of Finance and Ms. E. Leech, Director for Housing and Community Development, Mr. J. Frehill, Director of Economic Enterprise and Tourism Development and Ms. T. Walsh, Director for Environment, Climate Change and Water responded to the Member’s queries.

The report was NOTED.

H14/1224 	COMMUNITY GRANTS – FOR NOTING
The following report by the Chief Executive, which had been circulated, was presented by Ms. E. Leech, Director for Housing and Community Development and was CONDSIDERED.

REPLY:
(A) Community & Sport Development Grants For Noting
The online rolling application process provides community and voluntary groups who are responding to locally identified needs within their communities with the opportunity to apply for assistance from the Council under the following categories:
1. Community Development Grants
1. Community Events Funding
1. Sports Development Grants
Applications are assessed by the Community Development Team under the following criteria:
1. Impact on local community and local community involvement.
1. Proven track record of project delivery and non-duplication of activities in the local area.
1. Sustainable and value for money projects with clear/accurate costings.
1. Existing funds available to the group/alternative funding sources.
Following the assessment process and having regard to the available budget 7 grants totalling €9,737.00 were approved for 7 local groups summarised as follows:
	Category
	No:
	Amount

	Community Development Grant
	2
	€2,037.00

	Community Events Funding
	2
	€3,700.00

	Sports Development Grants
	3
	€4,000.00

	Total
	7
	€9,737.00



The final list of approved grants together with their respective approved grant amounts is as follows:
	Name of Group
	Funding Category Applied For
	Sub-Category of Grant
	Amount

	Firhouse Active Age Group
	Community Development Grant
	Running Costs Grant
	€1000.00

	Firhouse Sister Shed
	Community Development Grant
	Minor Equipment
	€1037.00

	North Clondalkin Community Choir
	Community Events Funding
	Christmas Community Celebration
	€1900.00

	Rathcoole Old Courthouse
	Community Events Funding
	Christmas Community Celebration
	€1800.00

	CLG Naomh Jude GAA Club
	Sports Development Grants
	Equipment
	€500.00

	North Clondalkin Running Club
	Sports Development Grants
	Equipment
	€1,000.00

	Rathfarnham WSAF Athletics Club
	Sports Development Grants
	Equipment
	€2,500.00



(B) Management Support Fund
The Community Centre Management Support Fund 2024 was circulated to relevant Community Centre Boards of Management and a deadline of 27th September 2024 for receipt of completed applications. This offered the opportunity to apply for financial supports under the three defined funding strands within the one application:
1. Strand 1) Operational Costs
1. Strand 2) Employment, Training & Governance
1. Strand 3) Local Community Events

The application process further interrogated the centre usage patterns, ongoing running costs, existing management and staffing structures. Where boards were applying for funding for additional staff and supports, details of the envisaged additionality, facility management and governance enhancements long-term sustainability were also required and future progress will be measured against these projections. 
In order to be deemed eligible for Management Support Funding, all boards of management were requested to send at least one representative board member to two Governance Related Workshop’s, that were delivered by Governance Ireland on behalf of the Council.
A total of thirty-one applications were received and assessed with due consideration given to existing core funding and income levels for each centre and how allocations of funding would assist centres to improve both service delivery to the local communities and make improvements to centre management operations.
The Community Services Department has now approved funding of €729,245 for various community facilities as follows:
	Community Facility
	Operational Costs
	Employment, Governance & Training
	Community Events
	Totals

	Bawnogue Youth & Community Centre
	€12,000
	€10,000
	€7,600
	€29,600

	Knocklyon Youth & Community Centre
	€10,000
	€0
	€0
	€10,000

	Knockmitten Youth & Community Centre
	€12,000
	€1,445
	€5,650
	€19,095

	St. Mark's Youth & Family Centre
	€12,000
	€0
	€1,250
	€13,250

	Brookfield Youth & Community Centre
	€12,000
	€0
	€4,150
	€16,150

	Earlsfort Community Centre
	€12,000
	€0
	€0
	€12,000

	The WEB Project/Whitechurch Old Library
	€10,000
	€4,500
	€5,350
	€19,850

	Quarryvale Community & Leisure Centre
	€10,000
	€0
	€3,900
	€13,900

	Fettercairn Community & Youth Centre
	€12,000
	€1,000
	€4,900
	€17,900

	Whitechurch Community & Youth Centre
	€10,000
	€900
	€4,400
	€15,300

	Kingswood Community & Leisure Centre
	€12,000
	€0
	€3,350
	€15,350

	Jobstown Community & Youth Centre
	€10,000
	€35,000
	€3,500
	€48,500

	The Park Community Centre
	€12,000
	€27,000
	€5,100
	€44,100

	Rathcoole Community Centre
	€12,000
	€0
	€3,250
	€15,250

	St Aengus Community Centre
	€12,000
	€0
	€5,350
	€17,350

	Rowlagh Community Centre
	€12,000
	€30,000
	€5,600
	€47,600

	Saggart Schoolhouse Community Centre
	€10,000
	€35,000
	€3,000
	€48,000

	St. Finian’s Community Hall
	€12,000
	€0
	€3,900
	€15,900

	Greenhills Community Centre
	€12,000
	€0
	€4,600
	€16,600

	Neilstown Community Centre
	€12,000
	€35,000
	€5,600
	€52,600

	Perrystown Manor Estate Community Centre
	€12,000
	€20,000
	€1,250
	€33,250

	Kilnamanagh Family Recreation Centre
	€12,000
	€1,000
	€2,700
	€15,700

	Fettercairn Youth Horse Project
	€12,000
	€1,000
	€4,000
	€17,000

	Glenasmole Community Centre
	€12,000
	€10,000
	€5,100
	€27,100

	Firhouse Community & Leisure Centre
	€10,000
	€0
	€3,200
	€13,200

	Adamstown Youth & Community Centre
	€12,000
	€10,000
	€4,900
	€26,900

	Dominic’s Community Centre
	€10,000
	€0
	€3,400
	€13,400

	Ballyroan Community & Youth Centre
	€12,000
	€300
	€2,600
	€14,900

	Palmerstown Community & Youth Centre
	€12,000
	€25,000
	€4,850
	€41,850

	Ballyowen Castle Youth & Community Centre
	€12,000
	€9,200
	€2,750
	€23,950

	Killinarden Community Centre
	€10,000
	€200
	€3,500
	€13,700

	Totals
	€354,000
	€256,545
	€118,700
	€729,245



The report was NOTED.

C1/1224 	REPLIES, ACKNOWLEDGEMENTS & CORRESPONDENCE

Replies
(a) i) Reply received from Minister for Enterprise, Trade and Employment, Mr. Peter Burke T.D in response to Motion 3 – September 2024 Council meeting
(a) ii) Motion 3 from September 2024 Council Meeting

Acknowledgements

Correspondence
(b) Correspondence received from Kerry County Council
(c) Correspondence received from Association of Irish Regions

The report was NOTED



M1/1224 	Compulsory Purchase Order
It was Proposed by Councillor M. Johansson seconded by Councillor J. Spear

That the Chief Executive initiate Compulsory Purchase Order proceedings on all sites that are on the Derelict Sites Register (as published 20/06/2024)

REPORT:
The Derelict Sites Register remains under continuous review, with regular engagement with the owners of these properties. This engagement includes options open to the owners under the various Government initiatives, such as the Vacant Property Refurbishment Grant, Repair and Lease Scheme, or sale of the property. Currently, there are 23 sites on the Derelict Sites Register, 14 of these sites were added this year. In April, the Council acquired one of those sites, comprising four houses, under the provisions of the Derelict Sites Act. HSCD has taken possession of these houses.
A programme of Compulsory Acquisitions under the provisions of the Derelict Sites Act, 1990 is being prioritised. To date, as a result of actions taken under the programme, three houses have been brought back into use by the owners and are now occupied; one house is in the process of being refurbished by the owner with a view to being brought back into use; another house has been advertised for sale and is now "sale agreed". Further, South Dublin County Council is negotiating directly with owners / agents for the purchase of three derelict properties. Finally, there is currently a pipeline of five properties that the Council proposes to commence the compulsory acquisition process under the provisions of the Act.
The national Vacant Homes Action Plan, launched in January 2023, consolidates the various strands of work to address vacancy. This Action Plan includes objective 19.5 from Housing for All which provides for the introduction of a new programme for the CPO of vacant properties. Under this Programme, local authorities are now required to adopt a proactive, planned, and systematic approach to the identification and activation of vacant and derelict properties. The main steps of the Programme, which is managed within the Housing Social and Community Development Directorate include:
1. identification of vacant and derelict properties,
1. identification of and engagement with owners,
1. communication regarding the various schemes and measures in place to support bringing the property back into use, and
1. where owners of vacant and derelict properties cannot be identified or where they are unwilling to engage, use of available legislative powers to compulsory purchase or acquire such properties using either the Housing Act,1966 or the Derelict Sites Act, 1991.

Acquired properties may subsequently be used for social housing, made available for sale on the open market or used for other purposes e.g., community use and the Department of Housing, Local Government and Heritage has set a target for this Council for 30 vacant and derelict properties to enter the Compulsory Acquisitions Programme in 2024 with 3 compulsory acquisitions to commence in 2024.
Further, under the Urban Regeneration and Development Fund Round 3 funding, also management within HSCD, South Dublin County Council has been allocated €6m to address long term vacant and derelict properties.
URDF Round 3 is a key initiative in operationalising the Government’s Town Centre First policy and the wider National Planning Framework (NPF) compact growth objectives to support the growth of our towns and urban areas with an increased number of new homes and to activate underutilised building stock in these areas. It will also integrate with existing coordinated Government measures that are tackling building vacancy and dereliction including the Croi Conaithe Refurbishment Grant, the Planning Exemption for commercial to residential use and the CPO Activation Programme.
The URDF Funding allocated is intended to be a revolving fund that will be replenished from the proceeds received from the sale or reuse of properties and sites, allowing the Council to establish a rolling programme of acquisitions to tackle long term vacancy and dereliction. 
A discussion followed with contributions from Councillors M. Johansson, D. Adelaide, L. de Courcy, J. Spear, M. Duff, P. Kearns, K. Keane, L. Dunne, W. Carey, P. Holohan, A. Hayes and J. Sinnott, a query was raised in relation to costs.
Ms. T. Walsh, Director for Environment, Climate Change and Water, responded to the Members. 
A roll call vote on the motion was called by Councillors D. Adelaide, J. Spear and M. Johansson the result of which is as follows:

FOR: 17 (SEVENTEEN)

Councillors D. Adelaide, W. Carey, D. Donnelly, M. Duff, L. Dunne, N. Fennell, A. Hayes, P. Holohan, M. Johansson, K. Keane, P. Kearns, R. Mannion, E. Ó Broin, J. Sinnott, J. Spear, J. Tuffy and N. Whelan. 

AGAINST: 8 (EIGHT)

Councillors S. Barnes, L. DeCourcy, L. McCrave, R. McMahon, G. Moore, S. O’Hara, Baby Pereppadan and Britto Pereppadan. 

ABSTAIN: 1 (ONE) 

Councillor T. Costello.

As a result of the ROLL CALL VOTE the Motion was AGREED. 


M2/1224 	Public Bins
It was Proposed by Councillor N. Whelan and seconded by Councillor L. Dunne and MOVED without debate.

This Council calls on the Chief Executive to immediately reverse the policy of removing public bins from this county as a method of reducing illegal dumping of domestic waste and requests that all public bins removed for this reason are replaced as a matter of urgency.

REPORT:
The details of litter bins removed within the county in the last 12 months and which were not replaced are set out below. A total of 10 bins have been removed and not replaced, five of these due to repeated vandalism and five due to repeated dumping of domestic waste both in and around the bin.  A number of other bins have been removed temporarily from other locations for a variety of reasons, to accommodate works of one kind or another for example, and these will be reinstated in due course.  Some bins have also been removed and replaced at other locations nearby, to improve servicing or to resolve certain issues at the particular location. 



Where a litter bin is repeatedly vandalised then it is not viable or sustainable to continue to replace the bin at that location and bins in such circumstances will be removed where this is considered necessary.  There are many litter bins where illegal dumping and disposal of household waste occurs on a small scale and these are left in place.  It is only where the problem occurs at a serious level which prevents the proper servicing of the litter bin or the proper use of the bin by others that the bin is removed.  It is expected that this course of action will continue to be required in some instances however it is proposed that a process will be put in place to fully and thoroughly examine the situation before a decision is taken to remove a bin.  This process will involve investigation by the litter warden service, possible use of CCTV to monitor the situation with the final decision on the matter to be taken at a senior level before any action is taken. It should be noted that the Council's Public Realm Section services approximately 900 litter bins across the county in both on-street and park locations, the 10 bin removals which are listed and which have taken place over the past 12 months is considered to be a very small number in the context of the overall number of bins in service. Additional provision was made in the 2024 revenue budget which has resulted in the number of litter bins in service increasing from 850 to approximately 900, and this number will increase further by end of year.  A total of 51 litter bins have also been replaced in the year to date.  It is proposed that additional funding in 2024 as well as proposed additional funding in 2025 for litter bins can be used to commence a programme to provide smart compactor  litter bins in town and village centres initially.  

Litter bin removals.
1. One bin removed from Whitechurch shopping centre because of constant dumping of household waste in and around it, there is another bin nearby.
1. Two bins removed from Woodford Walk due to repeated vandalism.
1. Two bins removed from St Johns Drive due to repeated vandalism.
1. One bin removed at Maplewood Road Springfield as it was being used for the dumping of domestic waste.
1. One bin removed at the N81 Jobstown as it was being repeatedly vandalised.
1. One bin at Fortunestown Road outside Lidl was being used for disposal of domestic waste.
1. One bin at Parklands Road was being used for disposal of domestic waste.
1. One bin at Foxdene entrance demolished by a car, not replaced due to constant dumping of domestic waste.


M3/1224 	Public Health Nurses
It was Proposed by Councillor D. Adelaide seconded by Councillor L. Dunne. 

That the Chief Executive to write to the Minister for Health, Stephen Donnelly, calling on him to meet with local representatives regarding the lack of public health nurses in the South Dublin County area.

REPORT:

If this motion is passed, a letter will be issued to the Minister for Health. The response, when received, will be circulated to the Members. 

A discussion followed with contributions from Councillors D. Adelaide, L. Dunne, M. Duff, J. Spear, E. Ó Broin, A. Hayes, K. Keane, P. Holohan, P. Kearns, R. Mannion, W. Carey, M. Johansson, Britto Pereppadan, N. Whelan and Y. Collins.  

The motion was AGREED. 


M4/1224 	Communication Boards
It was Proposed by Councillor R. Mannion and seconded by Councillor M. Duff and MOVED without debate

This Council welcomes and commends the roll out of Communication Boards at playing facilities in SDCC which aim to improve accessibility and inclusive play for children with language difficulties, and calls on the Chief Executive look at the feasibility of their inclusion in other parks, pitches or play facilities where appropriate.

REPORT:

SDCC have installed 13 communication boards in playspaces across our county following the initial pilot project at Corkagh Park. The other installed communications boards are located at playspaces at Collinstown Park, Waterstown Park, Griffeen Valley Park, Hermitage Park, Willsbrook Park, Tymon North, Willington and Limekiln, Rathfarnham Castle Park, Greenhills Park, Perrystown, and Kilnamanagh.

The communications boards were installed following the provision of a specific budget line in SDCC's revenue budget, which allowed for the initial pilot project and the roll out of the 12 additional boards as outlined above. The boards are useful in the bigger, enclosed playgrounds with a large variety of equipment. Communication Boards assist inclusive play and allow non-verbal children or any child struggling to communicate to get to play the way they wish within these environments. The council is examining the roll out of communications boards at appropriate locations and are including communications boards in all new and refurbished playspaces at the construction stage going forward.

Meeting ended at 19:00

Motions Not Reached:

M5/1224 	Community Benefit Scheme
Councillor W. Carey

That this Council calls on the Minister for Enterprise, Trade and Employment to introduce a community benefit scheme to be paid into by companies and business interests that use extensive state resources but offer a low worker/job ratio comparative to industrial norms.

M6/1224 	Estates TIC
Proposed by Councillor E. Ó Broin

This Council agrees to develop a method for residents living in estates that have not yet been taken in charge (TIC) to liaise with SDCC on the work needed for an estate to be at the TIC standard.

M7/1224	State of Palestine
Councillor F. Timmons

That South Dublin County Council notes the decision by the Government to recognise the State of Palestine and now calls on the Taoiseach to pass the Occupied Territories Bill which has been supported at all stages by a majority of members of Dáil Éireann and Seanad Éireann.

M8/1224	Inspections of illegally parked cars
Councillor J. Sinnott

This Council calls for increased inspections for cars illegal parked and breaches of road safety in the vicinity of schools in local residential areas at drop off and pick up times throughout the county.

M9/1224	Responsible Dog Ownership
Councillor E. Murphy

That South Dublin County Council invests in a standalone educational campaign on responsible dog ownership focusing on dog fouling, appropriate signage, the role of the dog wardens, bye-laws on dogs in public open spaces and dogs in the home.

M10/1224	AHB’s
Councillor T. Costello

That SDCC engage with AHB's regarding no pet policies when allocating housing, pets are an integral part of a family and people should not be faced with the decision to surrender them or refuse an offer.

M11/1224 	SPHE Curriculum
Councillor L. de Courcy
That this council calls on the Chief Executive to write to the Minister for Children, to remove the portions of the SPHE curriculum dealing with sex, pornography and gender identity in horrendously explicit and wholly inappropriate terms for 12-15 year old children. 

M12/1224 	Garda Clearance
Councillor N. Fennell
This council agrees that Garda Clearance should be carried out by the council on a council applicant once the applicant is on the housing list 10 years to prevent delays once an applicant is approved for their council home.

M13/1224 	Tree Management Policy
Councillor Britto Pereppadan

To ask the chief executive for a revision of our current Tree Management Policy 'Living with Trees', to include a scheme to address overgrown trees that are unsuitable for residential areas. 


Signed: _____________________
Mayor
Date: _________________
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