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MEETING OF SOUTH DUBLIN COUNTY COUNCIL

                                    Monday, 10th July  2006 
QUESTION NO.3 

 
QUESTION:  Councillor Mark Daly
“To ask the Manager to provide capital programme to support the new play strategy to be adopted by the Council. This will show the Council’s support for the plan and not rely exclusively on the private sector for improvements in play facilities?”
Reply:
The draft County Play Policy formulated and agreed by the Sports, Recreation, Community and Parks Strategic Policy Committee and approved by the Council as presented at its meeting held on 10th April 2006 is a policy to guide the future development of play and play facilities in the County.

Its aims are:

· To promote the importance of play for children

· To recognise and actively support all children having the right to play (as stated in in the 1989 United Nations Convention on the rights of the Child)

· To enable all children in local communities across South Dublin County access to good quality play opportunities

· To provide a framework by which play provision for children in the County can be developed and expanded.

By public advertisement submissions and observations of the public (individuals or groups) were invited on the draft County Play Policy with a closing date of 24th May 2006.

A report is before today’s Council meeting on the submissions and observations made all of which are supportive of the Draft Policy.

It is essential that the provision of playgrounds and play areas within the County is met by all parties concerned and this will involve, through consultation with the Council, community and voluntary sectors and in accordance with the aims and objectives of the Council’s Play Policy, the Public and Private sectors alike.

Following the adoption of the Draft Play Policy by the Council, the aims, objectives and actions will be implemented as appropriate which involves among others the need to establish a planning framework for the provision of play facilities as part of new developments in the County and the preparation of a 5 year Parks Works Programme for developing and implementing playgrounds and play spaces within regional and neighbourhood parks.
