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MEETING OF COUNTY COUNCIL

Monday, July 10, 2006

QUESTION (10)

QUESTION: Cllr. Fintan McCarthy

To ask the Manager to outline whether or not the placement of solar panels on residential buildings require planning permission and to outline the procedure to be followed by householders if such work is not automatically an exempted development? 

REPLY

There is no specific reference to Solar Panels in Schedule 2 of the Planning and Development Regulations 2001 (Exempted Development). In the absence of any further guidance from the Department of Environment, the following interpretation is made: 
Planning Permission is not required in order to erect solar panels to the rear of a dwelling, provided that the panels are installed flush with the existing roof slope and that they resemble small velux roof lights.  Planning permission would be required in order to erect panels to the front or side of a dwelling and to the rear of a dwelling where the panels are not flush to the existing roof slope.

In order to erect solar panels where planning permission is required, a full planning application would have to be made.

