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MONDAY 26th JUNE 2006

HEADED ITEM No. 10
REPORT ON PART 8 LOCAL GOVERNMENT (PLANNING AND DEVELOPMENT) REGULATIONS 2001

 PROPOSED JUNCTION UPGRADE:

MAIN STREET / JOHNSTOWN ROAD, RATHCOOLE
JUNCTION UPGRADE: MAIN STREET / JOHNSTOWN ROAD, RATHCOOLE
1.0
Introduction
Part 8 of the Planning and Development Regulations 2001 prescribes the requirements in respect of Local Authority Development for the purposes of Section 179 of the Planning and Development Act, 2000. The Regulations apply to the proposed works involved in the 
JUNCTION UPGRADE: MAIN STREET / JOHNSTOWN ROAD, RATHCOOLE
.

1.1
Description of the Nature and Extent of the Proposed Development and the Principal Features thereof:

The upgrade of the junction with kerb realignment to each side of Johnstown Road, creating a signalised T-junction layout to replace the existing Y-junction layout, including:

1. Traffic signals with pedestrian crossing signals on all three arms

2.
Approximately 140m of 1.5m wide new footpath

3.
Approximately 180m of footpath upgrade to 1.5m width

4. Removal of existing traffic calming ramp on Johnstown Road adjacent to this junction

5. 
Resurfacing the junction for approximately 40m back along Johnstown Road, 25m on the west arm of Main Street and 45m on the east arm of Main Street

6.
Drop kerbs and tactile paving at the three pedestrian crossings

7.
Landscaping to South Dublin County Council Parks Department 
requirements
1.3
Consultation Process

The proposal was advertised in accordance with Part 8 of the Planning and Development Regulations 2001 and was on public display from 30th March 2006 until 4th May 2006.  Any person wishing to make a submission or observation with respect to the proposed works was invited to do so in writing. The closing date for receipt of submissions regarding the proposed works was 19th May 2006.

2.0
List of persons or bodies who made submissions or observations with respect to the proposed development: 
1.) Joan Curran, General Secretary, Rathcoole Community Council Ltd., 65 Coolamber Drive, Rathcoole, Co. Dublin.

A file containing the above submission is available for inspection.
3.0
Summary of Main Issues Raised

Observation 1

The traffic lights would slow down the traffic from Kilteel Road.

The traffic lights will do away with the priority of the junction.

Council’s Response

The realignment of the junction and installation of traffic lights are proposed in the interest of the safety of all road users, including vulnerable road users, pedestrians, cyclists and motorists. The proposal will regulate traffic and decrease traffic speeds approaching the junction, in particular from Johnstown /Kilteel Road to Main Street.

Observation 2

There is no turning point at this end of the village and for this reason the use of a roundabout is suggested.

Council’s Response

A roundabout is not a safe or suitable option for this junction due to the steep gradients of the road approaching the junction. In particular, a large number of pedestrians use this junction and their safety will be greatly improved by a signal controlled junction.  
Observation 3

The lights will facilitate rat-running from Naas, as the only building of any importance is The Poitin Stil, which is not used very much during the course of the day, whereas the population has grown on the Kilteel Road.

Council’s Response

A signalised junction will regulate/ control the traffic flows in all directions by the appropriate adjustment of the timings of the lights. 
Observation 4

A pedestrian crossing is needed to the Poitin Stil. 

Council’s Response
Pedestrian crossings are to be provided on all arms of the junction and a footpath is to be provided from the Johnstown Road side of the junction to the Poitin Stil.

Observation 5
A decision should not be made about the junction until the third lane is completed on the Naas Road.

Council’s Response
It is anticipated that completion of the third lane on the Naas Road will not have a significant impact on traffic through Rathcoole Village.
4.0
Indication of the manner in which it is proposed to proceed:

This report is submitted in compliance with the recommendations of the Planning & Development Act, 2000 and Part VIII of the Planning and Development Regulations 2001.

It is recommended that the Council approve the proposed Scheme without modification.
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