COMHAIRLE CONTAE ÁTHA CLIATH THEAS
SOUTH DUBLIN COUNTY COUNCIL
Minutes of South Dublin County Council Clondalkin, Newcastle, Rathcoole, Saggart and Brittas Area Committee Meeting dealing with Corporate Support, Performance & Change Management, Environment, Water & Drainage, Public Realm, Housing, Community, Transportation, Planning, Economic Development and Libraries & Arts held on Wednesday 20th March 2024.
COUNCILLORS PRESENT

Councillor William Joseph Carey						Councillor Eoin Ó Broin
Councillor Shirley O’Hara
				Councillor Francis Timmons
				Councillor Trevor Gilligan
								
Apologies:			Councillor Laura Donaghy
Councillor Kenneth Egan
				

Cathaoirleach, Councillor Francis Timmons presided.
OFFICIALS PRESENT 

County Architect	Mr. Cian Harte
Senior Executive Officer	Ms. Laura Leonard
A/Senior Executive Officer	Ms. Mary Connell
Senior Engineer	Mr. Gary Walsh`
Senior Parks Superintendent	Ms. Suzanne Furlong
Senior Community Officer	Mr. Paul McAlerney
Senior Executive Engineer	Mr. Farhan Nasiem, Mr. Michael Heffernan
Senior Executive Parks Superintendent	Mr. David Fennell, Mr. Laurence Colleran
Senior Executive Parks & Landscape Officer	Mr. Eunan O’Donnell
Administrative Officer	Ms. Martina O’Brien
Executive Librarian (Senior Librarian)	Ms. Aoife Horan
Senior Staff Officer	Mr. John Savage
A/Staff Officer	Mr. Aaron Hartin
Assistant Staff Officer	Ms. Roisin Ralph
Clerical Officer	Ms. Jennifer Murphy

C/112/24 – HI 1 Item ID:82684– Confirmation and Re-affirmation of Minutes of Meeting Held on 21st February 2024
The minutes of the November meeting of the Clondalkin, Newcastle, Rathcoole, Saggart and Brittas Area Committee meeting dealing with Libraries, Economic Development, Performance & Change Management, Corporate Support, Public Realm, Environment, Water & Drainage, Community, Housing, Planning and Transportation held on 21st February which had been circulated, were submitted and APPROVED as a true record and signed.
HI- 1 Minutes of 21st Febuary 2024 
It was proposed by Councillor F. Timmons, seconded by Councillor W. Carey, and RESOLVED:
“That the recommendations contained in the minutes of 21st February be ADOPTED and APPROVED.”
C/113/24 – QUESTIONS
Questions 1-13 were proposed by Councillor F. Timmons and seconded by Councillor W. Carey:
“That pursuant to Standing Order 13, Questions 1 to 13 be ADOPTED and APPROVED.”

Corporate Support
C/114/24 – H2 Item ID:82614– New Works
(No Business)
C/115/24 – C1 Item ID:82602 – Correspondence
(No Business)
C/116/24 – M1 Item ID:82497 – Progress Report From Minister of Education Regards Lucan Community College Ext Build
Proposed by Councillor F. Timmons and seconded by Councillor W. Carey and unanimously AGREED without debate to accept the Chief Executive’s report.
That this Area Committee request that the Minister of Education does the following in regards to Lucan Community College ext build - We want all further approvals that are required at various stages of the project to be progressed as a matter of urgency - We want transparency and regular reporting on the project status from the Department of Education - We want Accountability from the Department of Education on same. In regards to all above we request a detailed report on the Lucan Community College ext build. 
The following report by the Chief Executive which had been circulated was READ:
If the motion is agreed, a letter will issue to the Minister of Education in regard to Lucan Community College. 
C/117/24 – M2 Item ID:82501 – Requests Plan From Minister For A Secondary School – Newcastle
Proposed by Councillor F. Timmons and seconded by Councillor T. Gilligan.
That this Area Committee requests on behalf of the Newcastle Community Secondary School campaign that the Minister plan for a secondary school in Newcastle immediately given the huge growth in population, active travel promotion sustainable communities and education within their local community. 
The following report by the Chief Executive which had been circulated was READ:
If the motion is agreed, a letter will issue to the Minister for Education in relation to the Newcastle Community Secondary School campaign.

A discussion followed with contributions from Councillors F. Timmons, W. Carey and T. Gilligan.
Ms. L. Leonard, Senior Executive Officer responded to the members queries and the motion was AGREED.
Performance & Change Management
C/118/24 – H3 Item ID:82619 – New Works
(No Business)
C/119/24 – C3 Item ID:82606 – Correspondence
(No Business)
Environment
C/120/24 – Q1 Item ID:82668 – St. Johns Avenue Cleanup
Proposed by Councillor W. Carey.
To ask the Chief Executive if SDCC can arrange a clean-up operation of the waste ground at rear of Kilwarden Court. (the extent of illegal dumping is too much work for the voluntary crew of Sruleen residents’ group).
REPLY: The boundary of the area in question where the hedgerow adjoins St Johns Avenue will be inspected with a view to carrying out a cleanup of the area which has been taken in charge by SDCC.  The hedge will be listed for pruning as part of the 2024/2025 hedge pruning programme.
C/121/24 – Q2 Item ID:82669 – Open space adjacent to and between St Johns Close and St Johns Grove
Proposed by Councillor W. Carey.
To ask the Chief Executive agrees that SDCC shall clear the ground vegetation at open space adjacent to and between St Johns Close and St Johns Grove (this is a litter black spot and illegal dumping is taking place here.
REPLY: While this area has not previously been maintained by the Public Realm Section arrangements will be made to bring it under maintenance.  The works required to do this include cutting back of previously uncut grass and shrub areas.  The works will be carried out on a phased basis over the next 12 months having regard to the Wildlife Act and restrictions on cutting vegetation.
C/122/24 – H4 Item ID:82616 – New Works
(No Business)
C/123/24 – C3 Item ID:82600– Correspondence
(No Business)


C/124/24 – M3 Item ID:82481 – Clean Up and Prevention of Litter at Camac River
Proposed by Councillor F. Timmons and seconded by Councillor T. Gilligan.
That this Area Committee seriously consider that the CEO of SDCC visit the banks etc beside Clondalkin Civic office at the Camac River and advise how SDCC propose to prevent litter etc enter the river and or embankments and how this will be managed going forward? And SDCC reconsider a form of "mesh" to be erected in front of existing railings. Also that Clondalkin Tidy Towns are given access to the area by means of a gate to allow for regular clean up? Can the council give any commitment to work with Clondalkin Tidy Towns to resolve all the issues in this motion? 
The following report by the Chief Executive which had been circulated was READ:
South Dublin County Council anti-litter wardens regularly patrol this area and liaise with the Clondalkin Civic Office in relation matters concerning litter. As access to the river bank is considered a high risk activity from a health and safety perspective, only Council staff trained in high risk entry methods and safety around water bodies are or will be allowed to carry out works in this area. Any works in this location are pre-planned, risk assessed and have site specific measures put in place to ensure the safety of Council staff. Maintenance of the river bank currently lies with South Dublins Drainage Operations section. 
A discussion followed with contributions from Councillors F. Timmons, E. Ó Broin, W. Carey and T. Gilligan.
Mr. M. Heffernan, Senior Executive Engineer responded to the members queries and the motion was AGREED.
C/125/24 – M4 Item ID:82482 – Clean Up of Old Paper Mills Site (CB Packaging)
Proposed by Councillor F. Timmons and seconded by Councillor T. Gilligan.
That this Area Committee request on behalf of Clondalkin Tidy Towns that SDCC get the owners to clean the old paper mills site (CB Pakaging) cleared of all the rubbish - Litter and get them to commit to regular Clean ups of the site and that the council enforce this?
The following report by the Chief Executive which had been circulated was READ:
The site in question is subject of an, as yet, uncommenced planning permission for the development of retail and office space. South Dublin will write to the current site owner and inform them of their obligations under Section 6 of the Litter Pollution Act 1997, as amended, and seek that measures are taken to resolve any outstanding issues.
A discussion followed with contributions from Councillors F. Timmons, W. Carey and E. Ó Broin.
Mr. M. Heffernan, Senior Executive Engineer responded to the members queries and the motion was AGREED.
C/126/24 – M5 Item ID:82636 – Litter Surveillance Program Update
Proposed by Councillor T. Gilligan and seconded by Councillor F. Timmons and unanimously AGREED without debate to accept the Chief Executive’s report.
That this Area Committee provide an update on litter surveillance program , mobile camera , how many fines issued, how many cameras, etc.. location hot spots.
The following report by the Chief Executive which had been circulated was READ:
South Dublin currently employs 5no. anti-litter wardens each assigned to a geographical area of the County. in 2023 the wardens carried out some 1221 patrols and also responded to 1422 environmental complaints which resulted in 410 fines being issued. 
South Dublin recently adopted our new Litter Management Plan 2023-2025. The plan proposes to address the negative impacts of litter on our county, improve the quality of life and sense of wellbeing of our residents, and enhance our commercial and tourism potential through effective and efficient enforcement of legislation and regulation, management and maintenance of our public realm and education and awareness.
In relation to CCTV systems, there are currently no live systems in operation.
The Circular Economy and Miscellaneous Provisions Act 2022 (the Circular Economy Act) which was signed into law on the 21st of July 2022 provided amendments to:
The Waste Management Act 1996 (the Act of 1996) [Part 3 of the Act] and
The Litter Pollution Act 1997 (the Act of 1997) [Part 4 of the Act]
The proposed amendments to the Act of 1996 and the Act of 1997 include provisions for the approval of CCTV schemes by local authorities, subject to conditions, for the purposes of deterring environmental pollution and facilitating the deterrence, prevention, detection, and prosecution of offences under the Act of 1996 or the Act of 1997.
The Act includes a requirement that The Local Government Management Agency shall prepare and submit to the Minister for approval draft codes of practice for the purposes of setting standards for the operation of CCTV schemes by Local Authorities. These codes of practice were approved by the Minister on the 15th February last. South Dublin is committed to availing of CCTV and Mobile Recording Devices (MRD) in its efforts to deter, detect and prosecute litter and illegal dumping offences and are currently reviewing the mechanisms outlined in the codes of practice and have begun identifying potential areas where deployment of CCTV will meet the Codes of Practice criteria.
C/127/24 – M6 Item ID:82665 – Examination of Existing Graffiti Removal Program
Proposed by Councillor S. O’Hara and seconded by Councillor F. Timmons.
That this Area Committee request the manager to undertake a comprehensive examination of the existing graffiti removal process to identify inefficiencies and propose improvements to ensure a more effective response to graffiti removal requests.
The following report by the Chief Executive which had been circulated was READ:
South Dublin County Council is responsible for ensuring that public roads are kept litter free (including graffiti) in so far as it is practically possible and the prevention of the creation of litter through the following measures:
· Enforcement and Regulation
· Public Realm operations programmes
· Delivery of Communication, Education & Awareness programmes
· Development of protocols for response to service requests
SDCC removes graffiti as it arises around the County, using staff and probation services to respond urgently to any graffiti that is reported. Any graffiti that is considered offensive due to its content is always prioritised.
To assist in combatting Graffiti, The Anti-Litter and Anti-Graffiti Awareness Grant is made available to community groups and schools through the Environmental Awareness Section. In addition, the South Dublin Canvas project continues to be delivered and is used to discourage graffiti on traffic light boxes.
It is a criminal offence to deface property, and it is a requirement of Section 20 of the Litter Pollution Act 1997 for property owners to remedy defacement. 
The purpose of this protocol below is to set out clearly the basic principles for the Council’s management of graffiti, and to provide consistency in approach to graffiti removal across the county:
· If the graffiti is on public property, the Council will arrange for its removal. Depending on the type of surface, chemicals or paint will be used.
· It is the responsibility of all property owners to remove graffiti from their premises.  Where graffiti is on private property the Council will request the property owner to remove the graffiti in the first instance. Depending on the location, and if the property faces onto a strategic public place, the Council will endeavour to have the defacement removed. The Council will require indemnity from the property owner or an agent of the property owner to enter onto the property for the purpose of removal of the defacement. The property owner or an agent of the property owner will sign an indemnity, and, in all cases, there will be a fee involved. No works will take place on private property in the absence of such indemnity and no chargeable work will be carried out until such charges are agreed by both parties.
· If the graffiti is on utility boxes belonging to utility companies, the company concerned will be contacted and requested to remove the graffiti. There is currently a formal Memorandum of Understanding (MOU) in place with four utility providers. These are currently under review. Public Realm senior staff are meeting with the ESB to review their MOU in the first instance and meetings will be arranged with other utility companies following that meeting. 
In a limited number of circumstances, it may not be possible to remove the graffiti owing to difficulties accessing sites.
There is continuous assessment of benefits and rewards available under the Social Credits Scheme and as groups develop and engage in the Social Credits Scheme more requests are being received and approved for assistance with removal of Graffiti
SDCC understand the frustrations that graffiti brings to us all and is working with many groups and organisations to improve the aesthetic appearance of the county. We are grateful to all Councillors and members of the public who continue to help us by identifying areas of graffiti and also where Tidytowns groups have helped in the clean up of same.
A discussion followed with contributions from Councillors S. O’Hara, F. Timmons and E. Ó Broin.
Mr. M. Heffernan, Senior Executive Engineer responded to the members queries and the motion was AGREED.

Water & Drainage
C/128/24 – Q3 Item ID:82480 – Blackthorn Hill Estate, Rathcoole
Proposed by Councillor F. Timmons.
To ask the Chief Excecutive regard to Blackthorn hill estate Rathcoole, which was an unfinished estate dating from 2006, could the manager provide an update on residents request last year for funding to allow development of hand over package and documentation as required by Irish Water to allow Irish Water to take responsibility for the estates underground water services (potable water pipe network, Sewage pipework and Storm drains and attenuation tank)
REPLY: SDCC have met with the property manager of Blackthorn Hill regarding taking in charge of the development and are currently awaiting an application.
C/129/24 – H6 Item ID:82623 – New Works
(No Business)
C/130/24 – C6 Item ID:82610 – Correspondence
(No Business)
Public Realm
C/131/24 – Q4 Item ID:81666 – Trees at Willow Avenue
Proposed by Councillor S. O’Hara
To ask the Chief Executive to include Willow Avenue Clondalkin on the tree maintenance programme. Trees along Willow Avenue show signs of overgrowth.
REPLY: Willow Avenue is not listed as part of the current Tree Maintenance Programme for 2023-2025.  In line with this request, the Council will perform a site inspection to assess the tree population.  Should any items of concern be identified, the trees will be listed for required maintenance accordingly, otherwise, the area will be listed for consideration as part of a future programme.
C/132/24 – Q5 Item ID:82672 – Condition of Mature Trees Following Recent Storms
Proposed by Councillor W. CareyTo ask the Chief Executive if Council can carry out an audit of the condition of mature trees within estates where recent storms brought down trees that appeared to have been suffering from deterioration prior to their felling.
REPLY: Following emergency works carried out as a result of recent storms, Council Tree crews re-visit affected areas to ensure that damaged trees pose no further threats.  If any concerns are identified, the trees are then listed for attention as soon as is required.
Otherwise, the Council are actively surveying and monitoring the tree stock and should any issues arise, actions are taken to resolve them accordingly.
C/133/24 – H6 Item ID:82621 – New Works
(No Business)
C/134/24 – C5 Item ID:82608 – Correspondence
(No Business)
C/135/24 – M7 Item ID:82495 – Laneway Adjoining Garter Lane and Citywest Hub
Proposed by Councillor F. Timmons and seconded by T. Gilligan.
That this Area Committee asks SDCC to look at the lane way adjoined to Gartere Lane and Citywest Hub and get it blocked of to help combat some issues outlined at the Public Garda-Council meeting on February 21st in Rathcoole Community Centre?
The following report by the Chief Executive which had been circulated was READ:
A meeting of the Local Policing Forum took place in Rathcoole on 21st February with staff from the Council's Community and Estate Management Sections in attendance.  Issues were raised at the meeting with regard to the Citywest Hub and the access from it onto Garter Lane.  The issues raised included complaints of anti-social behaviour from some residents of the Citywest hub, issues regarding urinating in public and allegations of local residents being followed home.  While it was suggested on the night that consideration be given to closing the Garter Lane access, no commitment was given to do this however.  It was agreed that the Gardai would pursue these matters with the management of the Citywest hub regarding the residents etiquette and behaviour while in temporary accommodation in the area.
The access referred to provides access from the privately owned Citywest property onto the public road at Garter Lane.  The Council cannot unilaterally take a decision to close such an access without following the correct procedure to do so as set down in legislation.  It is unlikely that the owners of the Citywest property would consent to such a closure in any case.
A discussion followed with contributions from Councillors F. Timmons, W. Carey and E. Ó Broin.
Mr. D. Fennell, Senior Executive Parks Superintendent responded to the members queries and the motion was AGREED.
C/136/24 – M8 Item ID:82519 – Masterplan for Rathcoole Park 
Proposed by Councillor F. Timmons and seconded by Councillor T. Gilligan.
That this Area Committee requests That SDCC look at creating a masterplan for Rathcoole Park that includes Toilets , Dog Run and considers any other potential for the park.
The following report by the Chief Executive which had been circulated was READ:
Public Realm Section note the following reply from last months’ ACM:
"The preferred Land-Use and Movement Concept for the area incorporating the South Dublin County Development Plan 2022-2028 was presented to Council at the May 2023 Council Meeting. The Housing Department is now progressing a design with a view to a future planning proposal. The preferred Land-Use and Movement Concept includes access from Mullaly’s Lane. The car parking arrangements for the residential, playing fields and the existing park require consideration through the progression of the concept to a planning proposal."

The above proposal includes open space areas that will be considered in tandem with future plans for Rathcoole Park. Public Realm have contacted the Housing Dept. and will engage with them through that process, ensuring proposals are integrated into the existing park uses. The preferred Land Use and Movement Concept indicates proposals for 1 junior & 2 senior GAA pitches with a pavilion (with toilets) and associated car parking in the extended park area. Public Realm will also ensure the proposed Dog Run is considered in tandem with these proposals and does not conflict with same; though that proposal will be progressed separately by Public Realm..
A discussion followed with contributions from Councillors F. Timmons, E Ó Broin and S’ O’Hara.
Mr. S. Furlong, Senior Parks Superintendent responded to the members queries and the motion was AGREED.
C/137/24 – M9 Item ID:82574 – Anti Social Behaviour at Burgage Green Playground
Proposed by Councillor T. Gilligan and seconded by Councillor F. Timmons.
That this Area Committee give an outline to eliminate the anti-social behaviour at Burgage Green Playground 
The following report by the Chief Executive which had been circulated was READ:
The Playground at Burgage Green, Newcastle is not a Council owned Playground and SDCC have no role in its management or maintenance. Anti-social behaviour should be reported to the local Gardai, and the local management company. 
A discussion followed with contributions from Councillors T. Gilligan and W. Carey.
Mr. L. Colleran, Senior Executive Parks Superintendent responded to the members queries and the motion was AGREED.
C/138/24 – M10 Item ID:82637 – Boundary to Knockmitten Park
Proposed by Councillor W. Carey and seconded by Councillor F. Timmons.
That this Area Committee agrees that SDCC should consider proper boundary treatment to Knockmitten Park particularly where the park runs parallel to the streets of Monksfield and Woodford (An example of which is shown at Yellow Meadows Park and Lawns).
The following report by the Chief Executive which had been circulated was READ:
The boundary treatment at the end of the cul de sacs in Yellow Meadows estate consists of a dwarf wall and railing which was specifically designed to prevent vehicles entering onto the open space from the adjoining public roads.  The boundary treatment along the estates of Monksfield and Woodford consists of a low in-situ concrete wall which runs parallel to the roads.  The only exception to this is the stone wall at the cul de sac at Woodford Downs.  The reason for the enhanced boundary at the ends of the cul de sacs is because these tend to be the higher risk areas for unauthorised vehicles entering the open space which would been considered a problem at the time of construction.  The in-situ wall serves the same purpose but are not of a similar design as the issue of unauthorised vehicles entering the open space at these locations was not as problematic when they were constructed.
Upgrading the in-situ concrete walls to a similar type as those at the end of the cul de sac is not required to enhance park security.  The provisions of such boundaries would enclose the park and restrict access to specific points and reduce the open accessibility which currently exists.  The knock-on effect of this is that car parking by park users such as football teams which is currently dispersed throughout the estates would become concentrated around access points.  This in turn would lead to traffic congestion issues.  This will become more important when facilities such as the astro pitch are provided within the park.
Overall, enhancing the park boundary is not required to prevent vehicle encroachment.  It will restrict accessibility to the park and possibly lead to parking and congestion issues within the adjoining estate, it is cost prohibitive and cannot be justified.  There are no proposals to upgrade the boundary.
A discussion followed with contributions from Councillors W. Carey and E. Ó Broin.
Mr. D. Fennell, Senior Executive Parks Superintendent responded to the members queries and the motion was AGREED.
C/139/24 – M11 Item ID:82649 – Oakwood Estate Tree Planting
Proposed by Councillor E. Ó Broin and seconded by Councillor F. Timmons.
That this Area Committee agrees to plant a line of trees along the boundary wall between the Oakwood Estate and the Grand Canal Greenway, between the end (west side) of house #48 and the Fonthill Road, in order to prevent overlooking by pedestrians crossing the Fonthill Road Bridge over the Grand Canal, into the back gardens of house numbers 46 - 48.
The following report by the Chief Executive which had been circulated was READ:
The location in question will be listed for consideration for tree planting in the tree planting programme.  The area will be inspected and if considered suitable i.e. no underground or overhead services, tree planting will be carried out as part of the 2024 Winter Tree Planting Programme.
A discussion followed with a contribution from Councillor E. Ó Broin.
Mr. D. Fennell, Senior Executive Parks Superintendent responded to the members queries and the motion was AGREED.
C/140/24 – M12 Item ID:82652 – Kissing Gate Into Corkagh Park From Cherrywood Cresent
Proposed by Councillor E. Ó Broin and seconded by Councillor F. Timmons.
That this Area Committee agrees that as an Active Travel measure the design of the kissing gate into Corkagh Park from Cherrywood Cresent should be adjusted to allow wheelchair users access.
The following report by the Chief Executive which had been circulated was READ:
The access into Corkagh Park at Cherrywood Crescent has been fitted with a vehicle control gate designed to provide universal access for pedestrians, wheelchairs and prams.  The opening of the gate takes cognisance of wheelchair access requirements and is constructed in a manner that facilitates it while restricting access for unauthorised vehicles. The gate has been recently assessed for suitability for access by wheelchair users and was found to be compliant.
A discussion followed with a contribution from Councillor E. Ó Broin.
Mr. D. Fennell, Senior Executive Parks Superintendent responded to the members queries and the motion was AGREED.
Housing
C/141/24 – Q6 Item ID:82627 – Process Time For HMD1 Form
Proposed by Councillor W. Carey.
To ask the Chief Executive to please clarify the average time it takes to have a HMD1 form processed? Can the council please report the average time by year for the years 2020, 2021, 2022 and 2023 in tabular format?
REPLY: Unfortunately it is not possible to give a specific length of time to process medical applications, as this is dependent on the volume of applications received and the turnaround time of the independent referee. 
The current medical process involves the submission of a fully completed HMD Form 1 signed by 2 medical practitioners. The HMD Form 1 is checked by the medical team as well as any supporting documentation and reports.  If the HMD Form 1 is incomplete the applicant is advised of same and requested to make the necessary amendments.
Depending on the availability of the independent referee the applications are delivered for adjudication on a quarterly basis or as required.  Following the assessment of same the documents are returned and decision letters are issued to applicants.
South Dublin County Council are reviewing the current medical process in collaboration with the relevant state bodies in order to improve the efficiency of the process in identifying applicants with an enduring medical condition where approval on medical grounds will have an immediate positive impact on their medical condition.
Approved applicants on grounds of a physical disability that are in need of wheelchair accommodation or ground floor accommodation will be added to the medical list until a suitable property becomes available and allocated in accordance with the allocation scheme. These applicants will have no access to Choice Based Letting.
Approved applicants on grounds of mental health, intellectual and sensory conditions will be added to the medical list but will continue to have access to CBL to identify suitable properties.  Any works required due to the disability can be then applied for under the Disabled Persons Grant
If an applicant with a disability or medical condition is in need of any additional or new supports these supports must be in place prior to the allocation of a property.
C/142/24 – Q7 Item ID:82651 – Entrance Gate to the Round Garden Social Housing Apartment Complex in Saggart
Proposed by Councillor E Ó Broin.
To ask the Chief Executive if he has any role with having the entrance gate to the Round Garden social housing apartment complex in Saggart, which is currently out of order, repaired?
REPLY: The management company Multi Unit Management Services (MUMS), who are responsible for maintenance issues with the gates have reported that the gates have been repaired on three separate occasions in the past 18 months. They have advised that on each occasion, the gates were damaged within 48 hours of being repaired and this level of damage needs to be addressed with residents. 
The Council has 27 tenants in this development and pay an annual management fee to MUMS. The Estate Management team have been requested to liaise directly with the management company and with Council tenants living in Round Gardens in an effort to identify the reason for this persistent damage and to identify a solution.
C/143/24 – H7 Item ID:82617 – New Works
(No Business)
C/144/24 – H8 Item ID:82676 – Quarterly report on Anti-social behaviour
The following report was presented by Ms. M. Connell, A/Senior Executive Officer.
Q4 Anti-Social Statistics 2023
A discussion followed with contributions by Councillors F. Timmons and W. Carey.
Ms. M. Connell, A/Senior Executive Officer responded to members queries and the report was NOTED.
C/145/24 – C6 Item ID:82604 – Correspondence
(No Business)	
C/146/24 – M13 Item ID:82406 – Old Nangor Road
Proposed by Councillor T. Gilligan and seconded by Councillor F. Timmons.
That this Area Committee address the issue of contractors' cars ruining grass verges and knocking down a residents' wall on old nangor road. will the contractor pay for these repairs?
The following report by the Chief Executive which had been circulated was READ:
Our Architects department engage with our contractors on an ongoing basis to address concerns raised locally regading the management of our sites. Site inspections are conducted as part of our overall site monitoring processes. 
Following completion of the construction work at the Old Nangor Road site, all grass verges will be reinstated by the contractor. 
The Council are not aware, at time of reply, of any claim regarding a damaged wall, however the Architects department is following up with the contractor to investigate. Where damage has been caused as a result of the works at the construction site, this will be remedied by the contractor in consultation with the affected parties.  
A discussion followed with a contribution from Councillor E. Ó Broin.
Ms. M. O’Brien, Administrative Officer and Mr. C. Harte, County Architect responded to the members queries and the motion was AGREED.


Community
C/147/24 – Q8 Item ID:82671 – Community Recognition Fund
Proposed by Councillor W. Carey.
To ask the Chief Executive to outline which projects have been progressed and started under the "Community Recognition Fund" in this LEA and to offer a report on this progress.
REPLY: The Community Recognition Fund 2023 (‘the Fund’) aims to support the development of community infrastructure and facilities in recognition of the contribution being made by communities across the country in welcoming and hosting significant numbers of arrivals from Ukraine and other countries.
The funding is specifically targeted at projects that are located in communities, towns and villages that are hosting the Beneficiaries of Temporary Protection and/or International Protection Applicants (‘new arrivals’) including towns identified for the rapid build homes programme.
The Fund aims to support the development of facilities that will be used in the future by all members of the community. It is separate in its objectives and scope to any other public funding streams which aim to support the development of public service needs arising from the significant number of arrivals from Ukraine. 
Areas identified in South Dublin who have welcomed a high number of new arrivals from the Ukraine and other countries were Tallaght, Clondalkin and Saggart.    Below is a list of projects funded under the Community Recognition Fund in the Clondalkin Local Electoral Area.
Community Recognition Fund Update for the Clondalkin Local Electoral Areas:
Community Recognition Funding
C/148/24 – H9 Item ID:82611 – Deputations for Noting
(No Business) 
C/149/24 – H10 Item ID:82613 – New Works
(No Business)
C/150/24 – C7 Item ID:82601 – Correspondence
(No Correspondence)
C/151/24 – M14 Item ID:82496 – Community Centres to Cater For All Community Needs
Proposed by Councillor F. Timmons and seconded by Councillor T. Gilligan.
That this Area Committee requests that SDCC give a commitment to having all community centers catering for all the community needs and fully include those with additional needs, and develop a funding stream for sensory room's in all community centers around the county to avail of?
The following report by the Chief Executive which had been circulated was READ:
The Council Community Centres are managed by local voluntary Boards of Managements (established as independent Companies Limited by Guarantee) under management licence issued from the Council. The BOMs are tasked to run and manage their Community Centres, with the objective of providing a range of activities and services to cater and assist were possible, to meet locally identified needs of all in their respective local community, including those with additional needs.
A number of capital funding applications have previously been approved from within the Community Infrastructure Fund for Community Facilities BOMs wishing to install specific sensory rooms to help meet locally identified needs for such provisions within their buildings. This opportunity still remains within the Community Infrastructure Fund which will open for applications in April.
In addition to the potential for capital funding through the Community Infrastructure Fund, the Council's Community Development Team has also recently piloted the roll out of a Sensory Box Programme, where four local community centres, initially in the Rathfarnham area, will be provided with Sensory Boxes containing a range of sensory toys geared at children with sensory needs using the centres. The usage of the Sensory Boxes will be recorded and monitored to feed into a review of the scheme and pending positive results, consideration will be then given to roll the scheme out to additional community centre's in the county.
A discussion followed with a contribution from Councillor F. Timmons.
Mr. P. McAlerney, Senior Community Officer responded to the members queries and the motion was AGREED.
Transportation
C/152/24 – Q9 Item ID:82355 – Potholes at Calliaghstown
Proposed by Councillor S. O’Hara.
To ask the Chief Executive to repair the super large potholes at Calliaghstown outside LL Concrete.
REPLY: This location will be inspected and if works are necessary then it will be added to our patching programme.
C/153/24 – Q10 Item ID:82639 – Road Markings on Slade Road
Proposed by Councillor S. O’Hara.
To ask the Chief Executive to provide a timeline for the commencement of work on refreshing the road markings on Slade Road. It has been agreed by the Traffic Team that this work needs to be done. 
REPLY: This work will be included in the next works order issued to our roadmarking contractor.
C/154/24 – Q11 Item ID:82648 – Pathway Along Camac River in Relation to Sally Park Mills Apartments
Proposed by Councillor E. Ó Broin.
To ask the Chief Executive to clarify, in relation to the Sally Park Mills Apartment complex (SD18A/027 and SD22A/0038 ), whether the pathway along the Camac River which they will be taking in charge for public use, will be at the water edge or higher up at the top of the river bank?
REPLY: The proposed path will at the top of the slope on level ground.  The levels of the path will be  approximately 4.5 m above the level of the river.  The path will be on level ground well above the waters edge.
C/155/24 – Q12 Item ID:82624 – Pathway Along Camac River in Relation to Sally Park Mills Apartments
Proposed by Councillor W. CareyTo ask the Chief Executive what progress has been made on the suggestion to offer "children at play signs" in selected locations.
REPLY: At the Clondalkin January TMM the senior engineer John Hegarty agreed to a pilot scheme where the councillors could suggest 12 locations for an additional composite Children at Play/Slow Zone/30kph sign and the traffic section would install them. A speed survey would be carried out in advance at each location and another survey once the signs had been installed for 6 months to ascertain if the signs had any affect in reducing speeding in the estate.
The normal policy is to install the composite Children at Play/Slow Zone/30kph signs at the entrance road to estates and not to install repeater signs. It is acknowledged that in larger estates, there may be locations where the existing slow zone sign is at a significant distance away.  These locations might benefit from a repeater sign.
The Councillors are now invited to put forward their suggested locations for consideration for the pilot scheme to either John Joe Hegarty, Farhan Nasiem or Angela Kelleghan and we will propose a pilot county wide list for 2024.
Proposal 2024:
RTFB - 3 locations
Clondalkin - 3 locations
LPNC - 3 locations
Tallaght - 3 locations
C/156/24– H11 Item ID:82622 – New Works
(No Business)
C/157/24– H12 Item ID:82624 – Proposed Declaration of Roads to be Public Roads
(No Business)
C/158/24 – C8 Item ID:82609 – Correspondence
(No Business)
C/159/24 - M15 Item ID:82630 – Footpath at Peamount Road
Proposed by Councillor T. Gilligan and seconded by Councillor F. Timmons.
That this Area Committee address this issue: Peamount Road from Newcastle Towards Peamount Hospital Please be aware that the Footpath is not safe as it is over Grown with Grass clay and other Material.
[bookmark: _Hlk162270668]The following report by the Chief Executive which had been circulated was READ:
SDCC are aware of the verge overgrowth reducing the effective width of this footpath. It is intended to remove the overgrowth on this in the coming weeks to ensure the footpath is usable throughout the summer months.
A discussion followed with a contribution from Councillor T. Gilligan.
Mr. G. Walsh, Senior Engineer responded to the members queries and the motion was AGREED.
C/160/24 - M16 Item ID:82573 – Safety Audit on Roads Surrounding Clonburris National School
Proposed by Councillor F. Timmons and seconded by Councillor E. Ó Broin.
That this Area Committee requests on behalf of Clonburris National School Parents National School a safety audit be conducted on the roads surrounding Clonburris National School and a traffic management plan and an active school plan and signage be put in place?
The following report by the Chief Executive which had been circulated was READ:
There is a good pedestrian network of footpaths along all desire lines to and from the Clonburris National School.
There is a school warden at school crossing 21 which is located at 22 Ninth Lock Road.  This serves pedestrian movements in an easterly direction from the school.
In a westerly direction towards Ashwood Estate, there is a push button pedestrian crossing of the Fonthill Road.  There are no safety issues with this crossing to the park gates.
There is also a push button pedestrian crossing of Dunawley Avenue (L5084) adjacent to the Fonthill Road (R113) for school children heading northwards. 
There is a push button pedestrian crossing of the R134 New Nangor Road for pupils heading south towards the Milpark apartments and Cherrywood Estates.
There is safe pedestrian access to Bus Stop 2156 where the no. 68,151 and L54 services can be accessed.
There is safe pedestrian access to Michael Collins Park Stop 2116 where the no. 60 and W2 services can be accessed.
I response to a Traffic Management Plan and Active Travel Plan for the school, this may be addressed in conjunction with school management team when the new SDCC Road Safety Officer is in place.
A discussion followed with contributions from Councillors F. Timmons, W. Carey and E. Ó Broin.
Mr. F. Nasiem, Senior Executive Engineer responded to the members queries and the motion was AGREED.
C/161/24 - M17 Item ID:82598 – Potholes in the Newcastle Area
Proposed by Councillor T. Gilligan and seconded by Councillor F. Timmons.
That this Area Committee address numerous pot holes in the newcastle area, namely: 1. huge pothole at the unused traffic lights just before the first roundabout on the way in towards Newcastle from Rathcoole 2. also one on the other side of the road, almost opposite as you're heading out towards rathcoole 3. end of Alymer Road past the Peamount utd turn heading towards Clondalkin, roads to narrow to avoid it when it's busy.
The following report by the Chief Executive which had been circulated was READ:
These locations will be inspected and if works are necessary then they will be added to our patching programme. We will arrange temporary pothole repairs if defect is significant enough.
A discussion followed with a contribution from Councillor T. Gilligan.
Mr. G. Walsh, Senior Engineer responded to the members queries and the motion was AGREED.
C/162/24 - M18 Item ID:82647 – Take in Charge the Walkway Along the Camac River Between Woodford Walk and Knockmitten Park
Proposed by Councillor E. Ó Broin and seconded by Councillor F. Timmons.
That this Area Committee agrees to take in charge the walkway along the Camac River between Woodford Walk and Knockmitten Park that was supposed to be ceded to it, after it´s landscaping, as condition 22 of Planning Application, S01A/0186.
The following report by the Chief Executive which had been circulated was READ:
Condition 22 does say the land between the Camac river and the apartments should be ceded to the Council after completion of the development.  I have no written proof that this was formally completed.
In addition, the proposed footpath is currently a rough path and grassed area, not fit for safe public access.  Significant monies would be needed to design and construct a safe walking route along this strip of land.  SDCC could not take it in charge until these works were completed to a Taking in Charge standard.
A discussion followed with contributions from Councillor E. Ó Broin and W. Carey.
Mr. F. Nasiem, Senior Executive Engineer and Ms. L. Leonard, Senior Executive Officer responded to the members queries and the motion was AGREED.
C/163/24 - M19 Item ID:82670 – Connection of Pedestrian Crossing at Fonthill Road
Proposed by Councillor W. Carey and seconded by Councillor F. Timmons.
That this Area Committee agrees that Council should expedite the connection of the pedestrian crossing recently installed at Fonthill Rd / Clondalkin commons entrance.
The following report by the Chief Executive which had been circulated was READ
Weekly reminder emails are issuing from the SDCC traffic team in relation to the outstanding unconnected pedestrian crossings.  We are pressing the ESB on the urgency of this matter. We will continue to press ESB for these electrical connections to be made at the earliest possible time.
A discussion followed with contributions from Councillor W. Carey and E. Ó Broin.
Mr. F. Nasiem, Senior Executive Engineer responded to the members queries and the motion was AGREED.

Planning
C/164/24 – Q13 Item ID:82507 – Protection of Hertiage Buildings at Site of Former Thatch Pub
Proposed by Councillor F. Timmons.
To ask the chief Executive would he outline in details How will the motte and other buildings of Heritage importance be protected with the new building works at the former thatch pub in Newcastle on junction to Celbridge
REPLY: Under Planning Reference SD23A/0150, Rathgearan Ltd have sought planning permission for the former McEvoys Public House, Newcastle. The proposed development consists of ‘demolition of all existing derelict structures on the site and the construction of 15 no. apartments in a 2 storey high apartment clock. The 15 no. units will consist of 3 no. one bed apartments, 10 no. two bed apartments, 2 no. three bed apartments. Also, ancillary development including using existing vehicular access/egress of Hazelhatch Road (with very minor modifications) 18 no. car park spaces (including 4 no. ECV charging spaces) and 38 no. cycle parking spaces, open space, landscaping, boundary treatments, footpaths, circulation areas, ESB substation, communal refuse area and all associated site works.’
Further information was requested from the Planning Authority on the 28th August 2023 and the applicant has not responded to this request to date. On the request of the applicant, the Planning Authority has extended the time period for the reply to the further information request up to and including 6th June 2024.
Each planning application is assessed on its merits on a case by case basis. Full details of the initial assessment and the further information request are available on sdcc.ie in the Chief Executive Order. Archaeology, Built Heritage and impact on the Architectural Conversation Area form part of the initial assessment. A submission was also received from the Development Applications Unit in the Department of Housing, Local Government and Heritage.
On the receipt of the further information requested, the Planning Authority will assess the application. To date, there is no planning permission in place and as such, no new building works can commence.  
C/165/24 – H13 Item ID:82620 – New Works
(No Business)
C/166/24 – C9 Item ID:82607 – Correspondence
(No Business)
Economic Development
C/167/24 – H14 Item ID:82615 – New Works
(No Business)
C/168/24 – C10 Item ID:82603 – Correspondence
(No Business)

Libraries & Arts
C/169/24 – H15 Item ID:82599 – Application of Arts Grants
(No Business)
C/170/24 – H16 Item ID:82612 – Library News & Events
The following report was presented by Ms. A. Horan, Executive Librarian (Senior Librarian):
Library News & Events
A discussion followed with contributions by Councillors F. Timmons and W. Carey.
Ms. A. Horan Executive Librarian (Senior Librarian), responded to members queries and the report was NOTED.
C/171/24 – H17 Item ID:82618 – New Works.
(No Business)
C/172/24 – C11 Item ID:82605– Correspondence
(No Business)
The meeting concluded at 4:53 P.M.
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