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MEETING OF TERENURE/RATHFARNHAM AREA COMMITTEE (2)

Tuesday 13th June, 2006.

Headed Item No.7
Rathfarnham Castle
Discussions were held recently with the Office of Public Works regarding the proposed redevelopment of the former courtyard buildings adjacent to Rathfarnham Castle. In view of the proposal of some years ago that failed to get planning permission, it was considered that a new approach with an emphasis on community usage would be more appropriate.
 
Having regard to the fact that the site has National Monument status, that the buildings are in a derelict state and detract from the Castle, the Office of Public Works confirmed that they were interested in exploring new proposals with the County Council for conservation and appropriate future use of the outbuildings, including the possibility of a transfer of ownership of the buildings to them. It was agreed that the way forward was a three step approach, the first to agree on the proposed usage or function of the buildings and spaces within each courtyard, the second to examine means of financing the proposals and the third to decide on future management and maintenance arrangements.  
Any proposals would require appropriate agreement of the Council and the Commissioners of Public Works.

 

The objectives are to restore the courtyards and buildings in an appropriate fashion for uses, which are sustainable for their future conservation. 

 

The courtyard buildings comprise one and two-storey buildings owned by South Dublin County Council. Originally, the courtyard buildings and a walled garden were attached to the village and were separated with the construction of the Rathfarnham By-Pass.  

 

In regard to proposed uses, five courtyards are identified in the attached illustration.   

*      Courtyard #1 is the area between the Castle and the former courtyard buildings.  This area will remain as an access/assembly area. OPW confirmed that 2 planning applications are currently being formulated by them (1)to upgrade this main  entrance area, including provision of universal access and (2) to provide universal access and associated facilities in the Castle – these works will facilitate greater use of the Castle for appropriate events. 

 

 

· Courtyard #2 includes a one-storey building with lofts overhead, which is open to the Castle yard.  Because of its size and position within the complex, this building is considered suitable by the County Council for a high quality commercial restaurant. On the eastern side is the former undercroft building. The buildings in this courtyard have the best potential for restoration.  It is considered that this building has the potential for multi-functional usage, including local theatrical performances.  
The ancient undercroft was examined by the Council’s Arts Officer, and considered suitable for modification into a theatre type venue and other wider multi - community uses.  
 
 

 

*      Courtyard #3 contains low-rise outbuildings most of which are in a derelict state. Small craft/industrial units could be appropriate for this setting.  However, these already exist in Marlay Park courtyards, therefore, additional units at Rathfarnham Castle may not be viable.   Therefore, the use of this courtyard as a centre for arts, culture and heritage functions to include outreach projects is considered more appropriate.

 

 

 

*      Courtyard #4 includes a two-storey house, known as the Seismograph House because it housed the first Seismology Station in Ireland. It is proposed to capitalise on this connection and create a Seismograph House museum, which would explain the connection and the science of Seismology, Earthquakes etc.  This would add another dimension to any visit to the adjacent Rathfarnham Castle. The Irish Institute for Advanced Studies by arrangement with the Jesuits, rescued the Seismograph before the property was sold and have made a commitment to return it when the house is being restored.  Located in the Seismograph House would be a small visitor centre, which would include a shop selling goods, produced in the Craft Units.  The Seismograph House was restored for the celebration of the Millennium Year with grant assistance from The Millennium Fund and The Heritage Council.  The building is occupied on a short term arrangement by Conservation Volunteers Ireland.  

 

 

 

*      Richard Turner who had the famous ironworks in Ballsbridge, Dublin 4, designed and erected curved greenhouses in the last century.  They were erected in the Botanic Gardens in Kew Gardens, London, in Belfast and in Dublin, and in some private estates.  More than ten years ago, the Council acquired the frame of an 80 feet long Turner Conservatory, which was originally constructed in the Midlands and rescued by a businessman from Meath, who then sold it to the Council.  The ironwork is cleaned and protected, and the detailed drawings for its re-erection are available. It is proposed to erect this conservatory in courtyard no. 4 and when erected, it would be the first Turner Conservatory re-constructed in a second location in Ireland.   

 

     It is proposed to develop a garden in the courtyard between the Seismograph House and the proposed Turner Conservatory.

 

 

 

*      Courtyard #5 has temporary facilities being used by the Parks Department as a depot area for management of the park.  The continuation of the depot facility is necessary for the maintenance of the park and open spaces in the area as well as street tree planting and pruning.  Since the former courtyards were used by staff employed by the Castle for outdoor work in the area, the continuation of the depot is regarded as being appropriate in this setting and would not detract in any way from proposals for uses of the other courtyards.

 
 

 

*      The construction of a feature garden beside the courtyards is aimed at enhancing the approach to Rathfarnham Castle Park at its junction with Castleside Housing Scheme.  The site is in a prominent location, and in need of landscape development.  The proposed design illustrated below includes pedestrian pathways, seating, water and sculptural features in an arrangement with low stone walls and high quality planting of trees, shrubs and bedding plants.  This project is under construction at present. 

 

Following agreement of the intended usage of these former courtyard buildings, it is proposed to examine cost implications and sources of finance in conjunction with the OPW.
 

In addition the legal position regarding the High Court case is being pursued with the Council’s Law Department.
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