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	COMHAIRLE CHONTAE ATHA CLIATH THEAS


	SOUTH  DUBLIN  COUNTY  COUNCIL


MINUTES OF MEETING OF THE TALLAGHT AREA COMMITTEE 

(Dealing with  Community, Parks, Environment and Housing)
HELD ON 15th MAY,  2006
PRESENT

	Councillors
	Councillors

	Corr, M
	King, C

	Daly, J
	Maloney, E

	Daly, M
	Murphy, M

	Hannon, J
	Neville, J

	Jones, C
	Warren, K


An Cathaoirleach, Councillor E. Maloney presided.

OFFICIALS PRESENT

	Director of Community Services
	P. Smith

	Senior Executive Officers
	P. Murphy, M. O Shaughnessy,  B. Coman, M. Coleman, M. Fagan,

	Administrative Officers
	J. Kilgarriff, C. Ward, M. Seery

	County Librarian
	T. Walsh

	Senior Engineer
	B. Curran

	Senior Executive Engineer
	C. Gallagher

	Senior Staff Officer
	J. Kelly

	Staff Officer
	K. Nicholls


T/423/06
CONFIRMATION AND RE-AFFIRMATION OF MINUTES

Minutes of Tallaght Area Committee Meeting held on 18th April, 2006 which had been circulated, were submitted and APPROVED as a true record and signed.  

It was proposed by Councillor E. Maloney, seconded by Councillor J. Neville and RESOLVED:

“That the recommendations contained in the Minutes of the Tallaght Area Committee held on 18th April,  2006 be ADOPTED and APPROVED".

COMMUNITY BUSINESS

T/424/06
QUESTIONS

It was NOTED there was no business under this Heading.
T/425/06
APPLICATION FOR GRANTS
The following report by the Manager which had been circulated was CONSIDERED:

“Applications for grants under the Council’s Community Grants Scheme have been received from the organisations listed below.  Payment of these grants, in accordance with the conditions of the scheme, in the amounts set out hereunder, is recommended for approval.

	Ref:
	Group

	Type of Application


	Date of Application
	Amount

	SCRA 410/ GF 1407
	An Cosan,

Kiltalown Village Centre,

Fortunestown Road,

Jobstown, Tallaght,
Dublin 24
	Upgrading of Single Interest Facilities
	10/04/06
	€5,000

	SCRA 1727/ GF 1413
	Ard Mor Court Summer Project,

Ard Mor Court,

Brookview, Tallaght,

Dublin 24.
	Community Activity
	06/04/06
	€500

	SCRA 517/ GF 1411
	Knockadoon Summer Project,

St. Mary’s Priory,

Tallaght,

Dublin 24.
	Community Activity
	20/04/06
	€500


	GF 1417
	St. Aengus Knockadoon Week Project,

39 Heatherview Avenue,

Aylesbury, Tallaght, Dublin 24.
	Community Activity
	
	€500


	GF 1422
	Family Resource Centre,

16 Main Road,

Tallaght,

Dublin 24.
	Community Activity
	15/03/06
	€500

	GF 1423
	Glenasmole Summer Project,

6 Kiltipper Close,

Tallaght,

Dublin 24.
	Community Activity
	15/03/06
	€500


A Contribution is being made to the following group:

	Ref:
	Group

	Type of Application


	Date of Application
	Amount



	
	Firhouse Kenpo Club,

27 Ellensborough Drive,

Kiltipper Road,

Tallaght,

Dublin 24.
	Contribution towards World Championships in Utrecht
	27/04/06
	€300


Application for Grants (Arts Act 2003)

Application for a grant under the Council’s Arts Grants Scheme has been received from the organisation listed below.  Payment of this grant, in accordance with the conditions of the scheme, in the amount set out hereunder, is recommended for approval.

	Ref:
	Group

	Type of Application


	Date of Application
	Amount

€

	SCRA 120/ AGF 519
	Tallaght Choral Society,

27 Brompton Court

Castleknock

Dublin 15.


	Arts Grant

In addition to the €600 already approved
	13/02/06
	€400


Report on Summer Projects 2006

Summer Projects are aimed at providing a supervised programme of recreational and educational activities for young people over a consecutive number of weeks in the summer period. Emphasis is placed on community involvement and the development of resources and groups within localities. A wide range of activities are encouraged such as arts & crafts, sports, educational trips, drama, films, games etc. The use of available community facilities (schools, community centres, halls, open spaces) is also encouraged.

South Dublin County Council assists Summer Projects in the County area by way of grant-aid, assistance in kind, organised activities and staff support. In 2006 it is estimated that approximately 10,000 young people in the Council’s administrative area will participate in projects.

County Dublin V.E.C have agreed to continue their financial support to Summer Projects for the year 2006. These grants will be complementary to the above resulting in co-ordination between the two authorities, ensuring there is added value from this approach. 

Catholic Youth Care provides insurance cover for Summer Projects.  

It should be noted that in some cases the necessary insurance cost will be deducted from the grant provided by South Dublin County Council and will be paid directly to Catholic Youth Care.
Name of Project:


Duration of Project

Grant Amount
Sacred Heart Summer Project

4 Weeks



€2,000

Kilnamanagh Summer Project
3 Weeks



€1,250

Tallaght Travellers Summer 

Project




4 Weeks



€2,000

Fettercairn Summer Project

3 Weeks



€1,500

Killinarden Community Council

Summer Project


4 Weeks



€2,000

Glenshane/ Rossfield

Summer Project


4 Weeks



€2,000

Citywise



8 Weeks



€2,000

Ballycragh Summer Project

3 Weeks



€1,500

Brookview Summer Project

4 Weeks



€2,000

Little By Little



3 Weeks



€750

Mr. B. Coman, Senior Executive Officer summarised the report.    
It was proposed by Councillor E. Maloney, seconded by Councillor J. Neville and RESOLVED:

“That this Committee recommends that South Dublin County Council approve of the above grants recommended in the foregoing report”

T/426/06
LIBRARY/NEWS EVENT

The following report by the Manager which had been circulated was CONSIDERED:

May/June 2006

	Branch
	Events
	Date

	Castletymon
	
	

	
	Introduction to Watercolour Painting and Drawing with John Carpenter
	Monday 22nd and 29th May

10.30 am to 12.30 pm

	
	Acrylic Painting with Betty Kelly
	Tuesday 16th, 23rd & 30th May

10.30 to 12.30 pm

	
	Card Making Workshop with Ann Foster
	Friday 19th May

11.30 am to 12.30 pm

	
	Tallaght CIC talk plus Q&A session
	Thursday 25th May

11.am to 12 noon

	
	Beginners Computer Classes for Adults Booking Essential
	Wednesdays from 10am  – 12 noon 

	
	Adult Book Club 

The book for this Month is The Time Travellers Wife by Audrey Niffenegger.  New Members Welcome.
	Next meeting Tuesday 27th June from 11am to 12noon

	
	Housebound Service
	Tuesday 6th June

	
	Spanish Classes for Improvers Booking Essential
	Fridays from 10am – 11am 


For further information contact 4524888
May/June 2006

	Branch
	Events
	Date

	Tallaght 
	Exhibition “A Century of News Photography”
	Month of June

	
	‘Anne Devlin – Who?’ a Tallaght Historical Society Talk by Micheál O’Doibhlin
	Wednesday 17th May

At 8 pm

	
	Patchwork Workshops with Eilish Walsh
	Wednesday 17th, 24th & 31st May

10 am to 12 noon

	
	Personal Development Workshops with Patricia Slamon
	Saturday 20th & 27th May

10 am to 12 noon

	
	John Lowe, the ‘Money Doctor’ talks about personal finance including SSIAs
	Monday 15th May

7pm to 8.30 pm

	
	Mozart with Ted Courtney
	12 noon to 2.30 pm

	
	Launch of ‘Seagulls’ by Eileen Casey plus readings from invited guests
	Tuesday 24th May

7.30 pm to 9 pm

	
	Irish Sign Language
	Thursday 1st & 8th of June from 6.30-8pm

	
	Parent and Toddler Group Booking required
	Wednesdays from 10.30am - 11.30am Finishes 21st

	
	Junior World Cup Quiz for 4th to 6th Class Children. (Open to all in this age group)
	Wednesday 7th June at 3.30pm Booking required


For further information contact 4620073

Ms. T. Walsh, County Librarian spoke on the report.   Following a contribution from Councillor E. Maloney, the report was NOTED.

T/427/06
NEW WORKS

It was NOTED there was no business under this heading.
T/428/06
CORRESPONDENCE

It was NOTED there was no business under this heading.
T/429/06
CATHAOIRLEACH’S BUSINESS
It was NOTED there was no business under this heading.

PARKS  BUSINESS
T/430/06
QUESTIONS

It was proposed by Councillor E. Maloney, seconded by Councillor J. Neville  and RESOLVED:

“That pursuant to Standing Order No. 13, question 1-4  be ADOPTED and APPROVED.”
T/431/06
ALDERWOOD AVENUE – REPAINTING OF RAILINGS
QUESTION: Councillor Joe Neville

“To ask the Manager to have arranged the repainting of the railings at the entrance to Alderwood Avenue from the Old Blessington Road and will the Manager please note the approved works that will take place at this location and that the repainting of the railings would compliment such work and will the Manager make a statement on the issue?"
Reply:

As part of the scheme to upgrade the entrance to Springfield from the Tallaght By-Pass it is proposed to remove the unsightly pedestrian guard rails located on the perimeter of the open space at Alderwood Avenue and replace them with a low timber fence and hedge planting.  

This work will be carried out over the coming weeks following the completion of additional tree and shrub planting along the Blessington Road.  

The park-type railings situated further along the Blessington Road are to be painted as part of the improvement works. 

T/432/06
OPEN SPACE IN AYLESB
URY



QUESTION: Councillor Joe Neville

“To ask the Manager to outline the timeframe for the phased upgrading of the open space in Aylesbury and if such work is not due to commence in 2006,could the funds that were allocated in the budget be ringfenced for future use?”
Reply:

A draft plan for the upgrading of the main open space at Aylesbury is currently being prepared and will be discussed with local residents.  The plan will provide for some boundary improvements, new footpaths, recreational facilities and areas for additional tree planting.  

The funds allocated in the 2006 Parks Works programme for improvements to the park boundaries will have to be expended in the current year.  
T/433/06
BANCROFT PARK
QUESTION: Councillor Joe Neville

" To ask the Manager to outline what action if any ,can be taken to prevent the playing of golf in Bancroft Park as raised by a number of residents in Bancroft and could the Manager arrange to have removed a number of blocks at the rear of Bancroft Crescent which are encouraging youths to congregate at this location and will the Manager make a statement on the issues raised within this question?"
Reply:

The installation of “No Golfing” signage will be arranged as soon as possible and residents in the area have been asked to promptly notify the Park Ranger service based at Tymon Park if people are observed golfing to enable the matter to be immediately addressed by Parks staff in co-operation with the Gardai.  

The area at the rear of Bancroft Crescent will be investigated, and any of the material referred to will be removed.
T/434/06
GRASS CUTTING SCHEDULE

QUESTION: Councillor Joe Neville

“To ask the Manager to outline the grass cutting schedule for * details supplied  and will the Manager make a statement on the matter?"
Reply:

The grass on the open space in question has recently been cut, and will continue to be cut as part of the regular grass cutting programme.

T/435/06
NEW WORKS


It was NOTED there was no business under this heading

T/436/06
CORRESPONDENCE
It was NOTED there was no business under this heading.

T/437/06
CATHAOIRLEACH’S BUSINESS  -  OPEN SPACE LINKING OLD BAWN AVENUE WITH ARD MACHA -  PUBLIC LIGHTING

It was proposed by Councillor E. Maloney, seconded by Councillor J. Neville:
“That this Committee requests the provision of public lighting on the pathway at the open space linking Old Bawn Avenue with Ard Macha, Old Bawn Estate” 

The following report by the Manager was READ:

“The pathway through the open space linking Old Bawn Avenue and Ard Mhaca is a heavily trafficked pedestrian route and because of night-time usage, may require additional lighting.  

The proposal will be discussed with the Public Lighting Section and local residents with a view to determining the feasibility of lighting this pathway.  

A cost estimate can then be prepared for the implementation of an appropriate lighting scheme, which can be considered in the context of the available funds”.

Following a discussion to which Councillors E. Maloney, M. Daly and J. Neville contributed, Mr. B. Coman, Senior Executive Officer responded to queries raised.   The report was NOTED and it was AGREED that the Manager would contact local residents and would issue costings of works to the Members.
ENVIRONMENT BUSINESS
T/438/06
QUESTIONS

It was proposed by Councillor E. Maloney, seconded by Councillor J. Neville and RESOLVED:

“That pursuant to Standing Order No. 13, questions 5-9 be ADOPTED and APPROVED.”

T/439/06
GRAFITTI ON WALL AT KILTIPPER ROAD
Question:
Cllr J Neville

"To ask the Manager to have arranged the removal of the graffiti at the wall on Kiltipper Road (adjacent to Kiltipper estate) and will the Manager please note the negative impression that such graffiti gives to the general Kiltipper area and will the Manager make a statement on the issue.?"

Reply:

The wall in question will be added to a list of locations being compiled at present for graffiti removal. It is hoped that this area will be dealt with in the coming weeks.

T/440/06
MAINTENANCE OF SEWERS

Question:
Cllr Joe Neville

" To ask the Manager to have arranged a publicity campaign within the Tallaght area or on a Countywide level to highlight the responsibilities of householders to maintain the sewers within their residential units and where a house is rented will the Manager outline who is responsible for such the maintenance of such?"

Reply: 


The Council’s Drainage Section receives calls on a regular basis from the public in relation to blockages both in mains sewers and in private combined drains.  All callers are advised that if the problem is identified as being a blockage on a private combined drain responsibility for the clearance of such a blockage lies with the relevant households connected to it.    

An explanation sheet in relation to blockages within private combined drains is posted to households on request.  A copy of this explanation sheet has been posted on the Environmental Services Department’s website page and copies will be made freely available at the Customer Care Desk and in the Payments Offices.

With regard to privately rented houses, responsibility for drain clearances rests with the owner where the drain is a private combined drain.

In the case of rented Council houses the local authority is responsible.
T/441/06
BIN TAGS
Question:
Cllr K Warren 

"To ask the Manager to state the total number of old bin tags that were handed in to South Dublin County Council on the introduction of the new bin tags charge increase, and if this amount tallies with the number of tags that were outstanding, and if she will make a statement on the matter?"

Reply:

A total of 5,450 old bin tags have been exchanged to date and the process is continuing.

A full reconciliation with the figures for tags sold to shops and on-line will not be completed for some months.

T/442/06
AYLESBURY RECYCLING FACILITY AT TYMON BAWN COMMUNITY CENTRE
Question:
Cllr K Warren

"To ask the Manager what action has been taken to deal with the unacceptable level of dumping at the Aylesbury Recycling Facility at Tymon Bawn Community Centre car park, if the Manager would agree that the facility needs to be emptied on a much more regular basis than the current weekly basis which is totally unacceptable given the level of demand, if he is proposing to establish a CCTV system to monitor illegal dumping in the area, and if he will make a statement on the matter?”
Reply:

In 2005, the plastic recycling bring banks which the Council has supplied in local communities in the county, enabled over 4.5 million plastic bottles to be recycled.  

Problems are only encountered at some of the plastic bring banks at weekends  due to the illegal dumping of large bags of plastic bottles by individuals who do not place them in the container despite the fact that in most instances there is adequate capacity in the container.

The Environmental Services Department already provides an intensive back up service to combat dumping at this location. The plastic bank at Tymon Bawn is emptied and  serviced every day of the week except  on Sundays. Glass banks are serviced as required. 

Any local residents witnessing dumping should report the details including vehicle registration number to the Litter Warden for the area, who will investigate the matter and issue litter fines or take direct prosecutions in Court as may be deemed appropriate.

A meeting will be held with the management committee of the Centre in the next two weeks in an effort to take measures to resolve the issue of dumping at the Centre and any other issues of concern..
T/443/06
KILNAMANAGH TO KINGSWOOD – CLEAN UP OF WALKWAY

Question:
Cllr K Warren

"To ask the Manager to organise a special clean-up to remove all rubbish bags from the walkway between Kilnamanagh and Kingswood as pedestrians from the Kilnamanagh area make their way towards the Luas, given the level of litter at this pedestrian walkway, which leads onto the embankment Road, the significant pedestrian traffic connected with the Luas, if the Manager would consider placing litter bins at this location, and if he will make a statement on the matter?”

Reply:

The Parks Dept. cleans this area on a regular basis. The engineer in charge of cleansing will liaise with Parks Dept staff to ensure that a thorough clean up is carried out at this location in the near future.  

The engineer reports that a litter bin is in place on Embankment Road servicing the Luas stop and that it is not proposed to install additional bins at this location at the present time.  However this matter will be kept under review.

T/444/06
REPORT ON AREA AT CUSHLAWN/KILTIPPER WAY

The report by the Manager which had been circulated was CONSIDERED:
“The Litter Warden patrols this area on a regular basis and if appropriate identifying evidence can be found, fines are issued for dumping and littering. Where tenants of the Council are identified, they will be contacted by the Anti-Social Team.  

The Cleansing Section has cleaned away rubble from broken down walls on cycle tracks and burnt out rubbish on green open spaces at this location on a number of occasions in recent months. The green area at Cushlawn Drive is not in charge of the Parks Department however arrangements have been made with the Parks Department to clean up this area and this work will be carried out in the near future.

The Environmental Services Department will continue to liaise closely with the Housing Department Estate Management staff in an effort to have the area kept as clean as possible.  
A solution to the problem of the wall at this location has been taken through the Part 8 public consultation process by the Housing Department and was noted at this Area Committee in October 2005. Tender documents in this regard are being finalised by Housing Construction Section and the Architects Department at present and tenders are expected to be invited shortly. A further report on this matter will be presented to the Committee”.
Mr. M. Coleman, Senior Executive Officer summarised the report.

Following a discussion to which Councillors C. King and C. Jones contributed, Mr. M. Coleman, Senior Executive Officer responded to queries raised.    The report was NOTED.

T/445/06
JUNK COLLECTION SCHEDULE 2006
The report by the Manager which had been circulated was CONSIDERED:
“The attached schedule shows a list of areas which will receive a Junk Collection in the current year.  The schedule includes 6,504 houses in the Tallaght area from a total to be included across the County of 24,406. Following the examination by the Environment SPC of the issue of annual junk collections to RAPID areas it was agreed by the SPC that this service would be delivered once every two years to those areas.  This has resulted in 4,679 houses in RAPID areas being included on the 2006 schedule, 1,850 of these in the Killinarden/Cushlawn area.  The RAPID areas of Jobstown and Brookfield/Fettercairn will be included in the 2007 schedule.   The change in frequency of service to the RAPID areas should facilitate, for the foreseeable future the delivery of the junk collection service to other areas on a ‘once in five years’ rota. The estimated cost of providing the full service in 2006 is €500,000.  

The junk collection service is due to be provided earlier in the year than in recent years, commencing in early July and due to be completed circa mid October. Householders will receive advance individual notification of their collection date. 

Junk Collection Schedule - 2006

	ESTATE
	DETAILS

	Tymonville Estate
	AVE/COURT/CRESCENT/DRIVE/GROVE/LAWN/PK/RD

	Tymon North Estate
	AVE/COURT/GARDENS/GREEN/GROVE/LAWN/PLACE/RD/PK

	St. Maelruans Estate
	ST MAELRUANS TERRACE/PARK 

	Watergate Estate
	 

	Whitebrook Park
	 

	Tymon
	GROVE/LAWN/CLOSE/CRESCENT

	Virginia Heights
	 

	Coolamber
	Road,Drive

	Beechwood Lawns
	 

	Corbally
	AVE/CLOSE/DOWNS/DRIVE/GLADE/GREEN/HEATH/LAWN/ 

PK/RISE/SQ/VALE/WAY/

	Castle Tymon Court
	 

	Sylvan Avenue
	 Avenue,Close

	Ely  
	ELY CLOSE, DRIVE, GREEN, VIEW, GROVE, CRESCENT

	Bancroft Estate
	BANCROFT AVENUE, CLOSE, COURT, CRESCENT, DOWNS, GROVE, PARK, ROAD,

	Westpark
	 

	Mount Venus Road
	 

	Ashfield Estate
	Avenure,Close,Drive,Park

	Dunmore
	Grove,Lawns,Park

	Mountain Park
	 

	Chesnut grove
	to be done with Ashfield and Dunmore

	Inis Fail
	 

	Ard Mhacha
	 

	Cill Cais
	 

	Cois Na Habhann
	 

	Cul Na Greine
	 

	Dun Aengus
	 

	Dun An Oir
	 

	Gleann Na Smol
	 

	Inis Thiar
	 

	Lios Na Sidhe
	 

	Oak Dale Estate
	Park,Road,Grove,Crescent,Close,Drive       

	Carrighmore Estate
	Road,Drive,Park,Grove,Close,View

	Verschoyle P1
	 

	St. Annes Terrace, Rathcoole
	 

	Newhall Court
	Blessington Rd

	Ferncourt
	Avenue,Green,Close,View,Park

	Ely Manor
	 

	Daletree
	 

	Wood Dale
	 

	Radharc na hAbhann
	

	Hazelgrove
	


RAPID areas to be included

	Killinarden

	

	Cushlawn

	

	Knockmore

	

	Killinarden Heights

	

	Donomore

	

	


Mr. M. Coleman, Senior Executive Officer summarised the report.   Following a discussion to which Councillors E. Maloney, M. Corr, C. King, C. Jones and M. Daly contributed, Mr. M. Coleman, Senior Executive Officer responded to queries raised.    The report was NOTED and it was AGREED that a schedule of approximate dates of collection be issued to the Members.
T/446/06
NEW WORKS
It was NOTED there was no business under this heading.

T/447/06
CORRESPONDENCE
It was NOTED there was no business under this heading.

T/448/06
CATHAOIRLEACH’S BUSINESS - RIVER DODDER
It was proposed by Councillor E. Maloney, seconded by Councillor C. Jones:

"That this Committee supports the urgent need for a programme of works to upgrade the section of the River Dodder, which flows through Tallaght, which has suffered from pollution and neglect, and that a sub-budget be established to ensure that this work is completed"
The following report by the Manager was READ:

“The Drainage Maintenance function of the Council in relation to rivers is to ensure that the rivers flow freely and that there are no blockages to impede free flow. There are no financial provisions for river upgrade in the current year or within the timeframe of the current 3 year operational programme of works.

In relation to any pollution issue there is a surface water outlet that runs along the ground before entering the Dodder which is suffering from some misconnections. The Council has carried out some work on the outlet by introducing some filtering material and will endeavour to trace the misconnections. 

Recent samples of water taken from the Dodder show no evidence of deterioration.

The reservoir overflow outlet far upstream is not causing any pollution, however it introduces large volumes of fast flowing water which can churn up the river at this point”.
Following a discussion to which Councillors E. Maloney, M. Daly and C. Jones contributed, Mr. C. Gallagher, Senior Executive Engineer responded to queries raised.   The report was NOTED.
HOUSING BUSINESS
T/449/06
QUESTIONS

It was proposed by Councillor E. Maloney, seconded by Councillor J. Neville and RESOLVED:

“That pursuant to Standing Order No. 13, questions 10 - 16  inclusive, be ADOPTED and APPROVED.”

T/450/06
RUSSELL SQUARE DEVELOPMENT 
QUESTION: Cllr. Marie Corr

"To ask the Manager to give details of when and how levies received from the Department of the Environment in respect of Social Housing in the Russell Square development were expended by this Council?"

REPLY
Levies are not payable in respect of Social Housing by the Department of the Environment Heritage & Local Government. 

At early design stage of the development at Russell Square it was agreed that shortfalls in the funding for the adjoining community type facilities such as JADD (Jobstown Assisting Drug Dependency), Jobstown Childcare Facility and Citywise would be met by a contribution from this development.  It was also agreed to meet some of the costs of the proposed construction of a new plaza type area between the JADD centre and the Citywise development. 

 
T/451/06
IMPLEMENTATION AND MONITORING COMMITTEE – WEST TALLAGHT STUDY
 QUESTION: Cllr. Marie Corr
"To ask the Manager to make a statement with regard to the apparent lapse in the Implementation and Monitoring Committee process of the West Tallaght Study and to give precise details of attempts to convene a meeting with this group?"

REPLY
The Part 8 process for the development of 160 No. residential units, crêche, community building and playground at Fortunestown B, Phases 3 and 5, Fortunestown Way, Tallaght, Dublin 24 was advertised on the 13th March 2006.  Drawings of the proposed development were on display until Monday 10th April 2006 with a further 2 weeks until 26th April 2006 for submissions and objections. 

One submission from Futurewest was received prior to the closing date and this submission is at present being considered.  A request for a further meeting has also been received and arrangements in this regard are in hand. 

It is proposed to submit a report on the matter to the next meeting of this Area Committee dealing with Housing Business. 

 


T/452/06
LAND/LANEWAY ALONGSIDE SWITFBROK ESTATE
 

QUESTION: Cllr. Marie Corr
"To ask the Manager to provide an update with respect to the disposal of the land/laneway which runs alongside Swiftbrook estate  to St Aidan's School Brookfield?

REPLY
A concept proposal for the construction of 11 units at Swiftbrook laneway was presented to the Tallaght Area Committee meeting on the 08th December 2004.  
The Council are currently in discussions with the Diocesan Authorities to agree the land exchange required to facilitate the proposed scheme. Several meetings including a site visit have taken place with a view to progressing matters.  On receipt of Diocesan approval, the Part 8 process will be commenced. 
T/453/06
FORTUNESTOWN B DEVELOPMENT

 Question: Councillor Cathal King

"To ask the Manager, to (A) state the total number of all types of housing units proposed in the development known as Fortunestown B and (B) list the number of each type of unit i.e. two bed apartments, three bed houses and can he/she make a statement on the matter?”

Reply

The Council is currently on site with phases 1, 2 & 4 at Fortunestown Lane, Tallaght, Dublin 24. The following is a breakdown of the unit types under construction.

	Unit Type
	Fortunestown B Phase 1
	Fortunestown B Phase 2
	Fortunestown B Phase 4
	Total



	4 bedroom house
	4
	20
	6
	30

	4 bedroom Duplex 
	2
	
	
	2

	3 bedroom house
	47
	34
	16
	97

	3 bedroom Duplex
	4
	4
	13
	21

	2 bedroom house
	35
	
	22
	57

	2 bedroom Apartment 
	17
	
	58
	75

	1 bedroom Apartment
	1
	8
	5
	14

	Total


	110
	66
	120
	296


A notice in accordance with Part 8 (Article 81) of the Planning & Development Regulations 2001 – 2003 was published on 13th march 2006 for the construction of a further 2 phases at Fortunestown B comprising 160 No. residential units, crèche and a Community Building.  

The following is a breakdown of the units:

	Unit Type
	Fortunestown B Phase 3 & 5

	4 bedroom units
	7

	3 bedroom houses
	60

	3 bedroom Duplex apartment
	20

	3 bedroom Apartment
	1

	2 bedroom duplex apartment
	15

	2 bedroom Apartment
	49

	1 bedroom apartment
	8

	Total


	160


A report on the Part 8 process in respect of the proposed development will be made to the June meeting of this Committee.

T/454/06
FUTUREWEST LTD
QUESTION: Cllr. Cathal King

"To ask the Manager, to clarify the Housing Departments position in terms of the consultation process between the Council and Futurewest Ltd in relation to phases 3&5 of the Fortunestown B development and also to clarify the comparative position in relation to the West Tallaght implementation and monitoring Committee and can he/she make a statement on the matter?"

REPLY
The Part 8 process for the development of 160 No. residential units, crêche, community building and playground at Fortunestown B, Phases 3 and 5, Fortunestown Way, Tallaght, Dublin 24 was advertised on the 13th March 2006.  Drawings of the proposed development were on display until Monday 10th April 2006 with a further 2 weeks until 26th April 2006 for submissions and objections. 

 

One submission from Futurewest was received prior to the closing date and this submission is at present being considered.  A request for a further meeting has also been received and arrangements in this regard are in hand. 

It is proposed to submit a report on the matter to the next meeting of this Area Committee dealing with Housing Business. 
T/455/06
GAS CENTRAL HEATING

 QUESTION: Cllr. Joe Neville

" To ask the Manager to outline what grants are available within the remit of this committee for the installation of gas central heating for a senior citizen * details supplied  who owns her own home and will the Manager make a statement on the issues raised within this question?."

REPLY
Housing Department do not provide any grant in respect of provision of central heating in private houses.
A resident of a private house may , depending on his / her medical circumstances, qualify for a Disabled Persons Grant ( DPG ) which might involve the provision of improved / enhanced  facilities within the house or alterations to the layout of the house.
Persons who consider that they may be eligible for assistance should contact the Housing Maintenance  Section ( Tallaght or Clondalkin ) and request a copy of application forms and explanatory leaflet following which they should consult with their medical advisors to establish if they might qualify for a grant.
T/456/06
AFFORDABLE HOUSING PROGRAMME


QUESTION: Cllr. Karen Warren
"To ask the Manager what progress has been made in respect of paying back interest to applicants who applied under the Council’s Affordable Housing Programme, especially in the Russell Square area, to state the total number of applicants who have sought compensation from the Council in respect of this development, if and when the matter has been resolved by the Housing Department, and if he will make a statement on the matter?" 

 

REPLY
To date two requests have been received by the Council in respect of refunds of interest on monies paid to the Council for deposits on properties in Russell  Square.  These deposits were receipted and lodged to our General Current Account (on which interest is not paid) as would be normal practice.  Arrangements are  being made to refund the amounts due.
T/457/06
REPORT ON RUSSELL SQUARE


The report by the Manager which had been circulated was CONSIDERED:
“Earlier this year, discussion took place at Area Committee level regarding the concerns being expressed by residents in Russell Square at the absence of car parking spaces at two locations within the development.  Both these areas at Russell Drive and Russell Avenue were adjacent to the main entrances to the development.  Subsequently a petition was received from residents requesting that the implemented design solution be reviewed.  

As previously reported to the Area Committee, the parking arrangements throughout the Russell Square development vary depending on the location but the design approach has provided sufficient car parking in the development for both residents and visitors.  The arrangements are generally based and there are no assigned parking spaces per housing unit. Russell Drive and Russell Avenue are the main entrances to the development.  In accordance with best traffic management practice, the car parking design does not provide for off street parking spaces at this location.  A wide grass margin is provided at this location.  The difficulties at this location are being caused by vehicles being driven/parked on this grass margin.  Its replacement by car parking spaces could only be considered if the current traffic safety measures were not undermined and in order to remove the existing unauthorized use that has developed.  

Following discussion at Area Committee level it was agreed to carry out a full and detailed technical assessment in order to explore what options would be open for consideration.  The County Architect has stated that following this examination, he is satisfied that additional kerb side parallel parking bays can be safely provided at each location in a manner which will minimize the impact on the underground services that have been installed in these areas.  It is considered that subject to the determination of the location and position of each underground service that of the order of an additional twelve car parking bays can be provided at each location.  It is likely that two groups of three bays on each side of the road will be the outcome achieved. 

Accordingly, subject to the agreement of the Area Committee, it is proposed to prepare a detailed design on this basis and to make the necessary arrangements to have the work carried out as soon as it can be accommodated in the programme of works”.

Mr. P. Murphy, Senior Executive Officer summarised the report.

Following a discussion to which Councillors M. Corr and C. King contributed, Mr. P. Murphy, Senior Executive Officer responded to queries raised.   The report was NOTED.

T/458/06
SUSPENSION OF STANDING ORDERS
It was proposed by Councillor E. Maloney and AGREED that in accordance with Standing Order No. 76 to suspend standing orders to deal with a motion in the name of  Councillors J. Daly, M. Corr, C. Jones, C. King, J. Neville and M. Daly.   It was proposed by Councillor M. Corr, seconded by Councillor M. Daly:

“To request the Manager to arrange a meeting between Future West  representatives and South Dublin County Council,  this meeting is requested by Future West for some time.   Public representatives from all parties, both Dail deputies and County Councillors assured Future West at a Meeting held about 6 week ago that they would bring their request for a meeting to the Managers attention”

The Motion was PASSED.
T/459/06
JOINT VENTURE PARTNERSHIP SCHEME AT DEERPARK

The report by the Manager which had been circulated was CONSIDERED:
“The Councils Joint Venture Partnership scheme at Deerpark was one of a number of initiatives taken by the Council to increase the supply of housing and in particular social housing in the County. The project arose from recommendations in a regional report that called for each local authority to investigate, develop and progress a number of innovative and creative housing initiatives with potential partners including the private sector and social housing providers. Schemes providing in excess of 1200 housing units were developed under this initiative.

 

To facilitate the partnership arrangements the Council authorised the disposal of a site comprising 22 acres or thereabouts at Killinarden, Tallaght to Durkan New Homes Ltd in exchange as part of the condition, of the delivery of up to 75% of the housing units to be developed on the Killinarden Lands to the Council at affordable prices.

 

In Deerpark the overall development compromises of some 594 residential units in a mixture of two and three storey units comprising two and three bedroom houses, two and three bedroom duplex and maisonette units.   This development is being advanced in an integrated way with proposals for adjoining sites to create a neighbourhood or village community complex.  After prolonged and detailed negotiations with the developer the following breakdown of the numbers within each category of tenure was agreed.

Category                                                       No of units 

Social (SDCC)                                                          122

Voluntary                                                                149

Affordable                                                               120

Private Sale                                                             203
 

Work has been continuing on site in a phased manner commencing initially with the affordable units .Work on the social, voluntary and private units elements followed .To date of the 120 affordable units 102 units have been sold to applicants approved under the affordable housing scheme.  The remaining 18 units are still being constructed and will be completed and handed over during the summer.

 

Circle Voluntary Housing Association is acquiring 149 housing units for voluntary housing purposes. To date 62 of the voluntary units have been signed over to Circle who have allocated them to their tenants. The balance of 87 voluntary housing units are substantially constructed and the arrangements for the phased signing over of these units have been agreed. Handovers will be continued on this phased basis as units are snagged and completed over the coming months.            

Due to the innovative nature of this partnership proposal a number of complex legal matters which where unique to the project arose. As members are aware the overall development is to be managed by a management company owned and comprised of stakeholders in the project .The day to day management and maintenance of the scheme is being undertaken by a specially formed management services company, which will be owned and run by the voluntary housing partner in the overall project .While Circle will provide the management service to the project, it will report and take instructions from the stakeholders. In this way it is anticipated that annual maintenance charges will be at a considerable discount to market rates and are likely to remain so. 

 

Work has continued to progress on site in a reasonable manner and progress on the contract has generally been in accordance with the agreed programme of works. As indicated earlier work commenced on the affordable units first. Work on the construction and completion of the 119 social units is at an advanced state. The snagging of these units is underway and the keys to the first tranches of units are in the possession of the Law Agent awaiting the completion of the necessary documentation. It is likely that at the date of this Area Committee Meeting that the allocation of these units will be completed. The remaining social housing units are substantially constructed and the arrangements for the phased signing over of these units have been agreed. Handovers and the allocation of these units will continue on this phased basis as units are snagged and completed over the coming months. 

 

In summary 391 of the housing units in Deerpark are being provided for social and affordable housing purposes.  At the date of writing this report some 27% of these units are completed and occupied.  Substantial numbers of units will be completed and occupied in the next number of months.  Full details will be provided as usual through the detailed reports which are presented to each Area Committee Meeting”.
Mr. P. Murphy, Senior Executive Officer summarised the report.   Following a discussion to which Councillors C. King, C. Jones, M. Daly, M. Corr contributed, Mr. P. Murphy, Senior Executive Officer responded to queries raised.    The report was NOTED.

T/460/06
REPORT ON WALL AT DONOMORE PARK
The report by the Manager which had been circulated was CONSIDERED:

“At the Tallaght Area Committee meeting held on 18th April 2006 the following Emergency Motion was passed:

"That this Committee calls on the Manager to bring forward to the May Tallaght Area Committee (1) Meeting a report on the wall at Donomore Park with a view to it being replaced with a reinforced wall that will withstand punishment from cars as is happening at present". It was agreed that a report would be presented to this meeting.

Over the last number of years the Council has constructed a number of improvement schemes including schemes with infill housing proposals in order to improve and enhance the boundary between Donomore Estate and Killinardin Park. When the schemes were completed there was an immediate significant improvement in the local environment. However due to serious anti-social behaviour the boundary wall which was of a reasonably robust construction was severely damaged and in the interests of safety had to be removed and replaced by boulders.

Subsequently as part of the RAPID Estate Enhancement Scheme a new stone wall with railing was recently erected at Donomore Crescent to secure the boundary again and to enable the boulders to be removed. This scheme has proved to be successful in addressing the issue and accordingly requests have been received to extend the scheme to the remaining sections of the boundary between the Park and the Estate. This proposal is included as a project under the current Anti-social Black-spot List. This is a priority list of  work  which has been identified to either eliminate and or reduce anti–social behaviour.

A source of finance to deliver this entire project has not yet been identified. It is considered preferable to address the entire boundary issue as a single project however if finances can be identified to deliver this project in stages then the Council will proceed in this manner. The process of identifying the required finances is at present underway and all opportunities are being explored in this regard. As soon as this process is completed a report on the outcome will be presented to a future meeting of this Area Committee.

In the wider context, substantial efforts are being made to address the serious and ongoing problems of anti-social behaviour in the Park and adjoining areas. Activities including so called joyriding; scrambling; dumping and general nuisances have a cyclical nature but appear to have increased in recent times. To address this issue a multi-agency approach has been adopted involving the Council through both the Estate Management Section and Community Development Section, Gardai and the Local Community Council. Meetings have been held with all parties and it has been agreed that arrangements would be made to target the area in a combined effort to resolve the problems”.
Mr. P. Murphy, Senior Executive Officer spoke on the report.   Following a discussion to which Councillors C. King and C. Jones contributed Mr. P. Murphy responded to queries raised.   The report was NOTED and it was AGREED that the project be delivered in stages and Phase 1  to start immediately.
 

 T/461/06
UPDATED REPORT ON RENTAL ACCOMMODATION SCHEME
The following report by the Manager which had been circulated was CONSIDERED:
“RAS (the Rental Accommodation Scheme) for which South Dublin County Council is one of the lead authorities was recently commenced in the county.  Under RAS the Council will be entering into availability contracts with private landlords whereby the Council will have exclusive nomination rights to the properties for the duration of the contract.  Initially only those who have been in receipt of Rent Supplement for a minimum of 18 months and who have a long-term housing need qualify to transfer to RAS.

There are approximately 3,800 RS recipients in South Dublin of which approximately 3000 are on the Council’s Housing Waiting List.  

The RAS unit will be working its way through these cases over the next three years as they hit the 18 month threshold.

At the end of 2008 the scheme will be reviewed by Government and, if successful, it has the potential to become a very significant element of social housing provision.

The advantages of the Scheme are:

1. Elimination of poverty traps – unlike RS, tenants will be allowed to take up permanent employment.

2. Better standards of accommodation will be enforced.

3. A new Social Housing tenure option.

4. Security of tenure--the Residential Tenancies Act provisions apply.

5. Better value for money for the state – RS rent levels will be negotiated downwards in most cases.

6. Should drive tenancy registration and tax compliance.

7. Should assist in eliminating ghettoisation and in attaining better tenure mix and social integration.

Incentives for landlord:

Guaranteed medium to long-term income stream without having to collect rent plus not having to repeatedly arrange for voids to be re-let

Incentives for tenants:

Secure tenure, good quality accommodation in private estates available on medium/long-term basis with the state paying the bulk of the rent.

Incentives for Housing Authority:

An additional accommodation option/stream and control over all Social Housing options in the administrative area.

Dealing with anti-social behaviour

All RAS tenants will be vetted in the same way as council housing applicants.

Landlords will be responsible for dealing with anti-social behaviour even though the local authority has exclusive nomination rights to their property.  The rationale for this is fivefold

1. The incidence of anti-social behaviour in the existing Rent Supplement regime is extremely low.

2. The majority of RAS agreements are likely to be “package deals” where existing properties, tenants and landlords will move as a package from the rent supplement regime to RAS.  In these cases the landlord will have selected the tenant.

3. The Residential Tenancies Act 2004 applies to all tenancies under RAS.  Accordingly, the landlord and the tenant have recourse to the Private Residential Tenancies Board (PRTB).  Tenants who engage in anti-social behaviour will be in breach of their tenancy obligations under the Tenancy Agreement thus giving the landlord grounds to terminate the tenancy.

4. Housing Authorities have formal vetting arrangements in place with the Gardai, the Area Health Service Executive and the local estate management committees to check the background of prospective RAS tenants.  This process is considered more thorough than the normal meeting between the landlord and the prospective tenant.

5. The Government and Housing Authorities want to ensure the effective implementation of RAS and Housing Authorities will make every effort to ensure that RAS tenants do not engage in anti- social behaviour.  Housing Authorities will have formal agreements with tenants in this regard and RAS tenants will be made aware that engaging in such behaviour could put their future entitlement to all state housing supports at risk.

Rent Levels:

Rents will reflect local market rents.  However, housing authorities are charged with making savings on current rent supplement rent levels.  The rent payable will be the subject of negotiation but rents may not exceed the current rent supplement rent level and a reduction in that rent will be sought in return for:

1. The landlord not having to collect rents for the duration of the RAS contract.

2. The landlord not having to fill vacancies (advertise and interview prospective tenants) for the duration of the RAS contract.

3. The fact that the average yield across the private rented sector is 11 months rent per annum due to vacancies/tenant turnover.

4. The very bankable asset that a guaranteed RAS rent payment represents.

5. Guaranteed prompt payment, in advance, by a state agency.

Tenants rent contributions will be the same as the DR rents for standard Council houses.

Security of Tenure:

The introduction of RAS along with the protections offered under the PRTB will improve security of tenure for RAS tenants.

The core principle of RAS is that the Landlord and Tenant relationship remains between those parties with the Council acting as broker or agent on behalf of the tenant. The Landlord retains responsibility for all insurances, for the upkeep and maintenance of the property and for dealing with Anti Social Behaviour if it arises.

Rent Supplement will remain as an income support mechanism for accommodation emergencies and will continue to be administered by the local Community Welfare Officers.

Current Status:

To date the RAS Section has received two hundred and sixty seven client referrals from the Health Services Executive. One hundred and sixty six rent supplement recipients/tenants have attended information meetings to have the scheme explained to them and to ascertain their interest and eligibility. 

Landlord interviews/negotiations have also commenced. 

Fifteen transfers to the RAS Scheme have been successfully completed as at the end of April 2006.

The remaining two hundred and fifty five referrals are in the process and are at different stages of advancement.

Further referrals have been requested and this process will continue over the period of the scheme up to the end of 2008”.
Mr. M. Fagan, Senior Executive Officer summarised the report.   Following a discussion to which Councillors C. Jones, M. Daly, M. Murphy, E. Maloney, C. King, K. Warren and J. Neville contributed, Mr. M. Fagan, Senior Executive Officer responded to queries raised.   The report was NOTED.
T/462/06
REPORT ON HOUSING CONSTRUCTION PROGRAMME
The report by the Manager which had been circulated was READ and NOTED:
“The up-to-date position of the construction programme for the County area is set out in the detail below: - 
Completions in 2004 :-

	Total
	No. of Units 
	81


Completions in 2005 :-

	Scheme Name
	No. of Units 
	Completion Dates

	Russell Square
	110
	2005

	Bawnlea
	7
	March 2005 

	Jobstown Village Core
	10
	March 2005 

	Cushlawn, Phase II
	31
	2005 

	Daletree, Ballycragh
	8
	September 2005

	Fettercairn Village
	22
	2005 

	Sub Total
	188
	


Completions in 2006 :-

	Total
	No. of Units 
	Completion Dates

	Fettercairn
	9
	February 2006 

	Fettercairn
	8
	May 2006 

	Sub Total
	17
	


On Site:-

	Scheme Name
	No. of Units on Site
	Completion Dates

	Fettercairn Village, Phase 1  Includes extension to crèche & community facility         
	1
	May 2006 

	Avonbeg, Phase 3
	47
	In phases September, 2006

	Fortunestown B, Phase 2
	66 (+52 Vol. Units)
	May 2006 

	Fortunestown B, Phase 4
	120
	July, 2006

	Fortunestown B, Phase 1
	110
	May, 2006

	Deer Park (Joint Venture)
	119
	(In phases) April 2006

	Daletree (Part 5/Joint Venture)
	27
	Late 2006 

	Hunterswood (Part V)
	9
	Late 2006  

	Brookfield Village+ Community Facility
	16
	September / October 2006  

	Deerpark (Part V)
	36
	From May 2006  (in phases)

	Belfry
	35
	December 2006 

	Belgard Square
	44
	Late 2006 

	Castlepark
	9
	July 2007 

	Cushlawn Phase 3
	22
	Nov, 2007

	Sub.Total
	661
	


Tenders Recommended

	Scheme Name
	No of Units

	Kilcarrig Phase 3 (SH274)
	Tender approval in the sum of €13,694,694 received from the DoEHLG for approval for the construction of 80 units by D&I Construction Ltd., Tyrell House, Main Street Blessington, Co Wicklow 

	Sub Total
	80


Tender Production

	Scheme Name
	No. of Housing Units

	Kiltalown Green
	28

	Sub Total
	28


Part 8 Approved by Council:- 

	Scheme Name
	No. of Housing Units

	Avonbeg Phase 4 (SH252)
	7 & St Muirins House – Cost Plan submitted to the DoEHLG for approval on 07/11/2005

	Sub Total
	7


Part 8 Advertised:- 

	Scheme Name
	Approx. No. Of Units

	Fortunestown B, Phase3 & 5
	160 

	Fettercairn Phase 2
	33

	TOTAL
	193


At Concept/Design Stage:-

	Scheme Name
	Approx . No. Of Units

	Kilclare, Phase2
	30 (concepts presented to Tallaght Area Committee Meeting 16/06//2003)

	Kilclare Phase3
	15

	Knockmore House (incl. 15 units for Bernardos)
	60 (concepts presented to Tallaght Area Committee Meeting 16/06//2003)

	Whitestown Stream
	177 private/affordable/social/ voluntary units

	Suncroft
	-

	Whitebrook Park
	- (concepts presented to Tallaght Area Committee Meeting 20/09/2004)

	Stocking Lane
	-(concept under preparation)

	Swiftbrook
	-(concept presented to Tallaght Area Committee Meeting 08/12/04)

	Rossfield Infill
	Concepts being prepared

	Castletymon
	Concept presented to Tallaght Area Committee 7th December 2005

	Sub Total
	282


Other potential sites are also being examined”.

T/463/06
REPORT ON IMPLEMENTATION OF TRAVELLER ACCOMMODATION PROGRAMME
The report by the Manager which had been circulated was READ and NOTED
“The assessment of Traveller accommodation needs conducted in association with the process leading to the adoption of the Traveller Accommodation Programme 2005 - 2008 indicated that there is a need to provide 215 units of Traveller-specific accommodation throughout the County during the course of the programme.  This accommodation is to cater for both immediate requirements and future family formations.  

To date, 31 units of Traveller-specific accommodation have been delivered under the 2005 – 2008 programme and it is anticipated that 28 units of permanent accommodation will be completed in 2006.

The Council adopted the Traveller Accommodation Programme 2005 – 2008 unanimously on 9th May 2005.

The incomplete elements of the previous accommodation programme form the first phase of the current accommodation programme. 

The following is the current position on developments at various stages of delivery in this Area Committee’s jurisdiction. 

	Traveller Accommodation Programme 2005 - 2008

	Scheme
	Type and No. of Units
	Part X/8 Advertised
	Architect
	Comments

	Belgard Park
	R.C.P. – 10 Bays
	
	
	Residents moved into RCP on 5th May 2005.

	Daletree Place 
	10 Group Houses
	
	
	Residents moved into houses in August 2005.

	St. Aidan’s Close

Brookfield
	Group Houses – 5.
	22/04/03
	G.A.P.
	Families moved in to houses on 3rd May 2006.  

	Hazel Hill, Killinardin
	Group Houses – 5

R.C.P. – 5 Bays
	Completed
	M.V. Cullinan
	Currently on site

	Fortunestown
	10 Group Houses – 
	
	SAB
	On site since December 2005.  Scheduled to be completed in 2006.

	Rathcoole
	10 group houses
	Part X completed
	Arch Services Dept
	Part 8 process for road designs currently underway.

	Stocking Lane
	10-bay RCP
	December 2004 
	GAP Architects
	Cost plan approval received from Department of the Environment, Heritage and Local Government on 4th May 2006. 


Belgard Road Re-development - Scheduled to start construction in 2008.  Further progress on this scheme dependent on TT Master Plan and planning permission application

Brittas – at site identification stage”.
T/464/06
NEW WORKS
It was NOTED there was no business under this heading.
T/465/06
CORRESPONDENCE

It was NOTED there was no business under this heading.
T/466/06
CATHAOIRLEACH’S BUSINESS

It was NOTED there was no business under this heading.

T/467/06
442-449 CUSHLAWN PARK
It was proposed by Councillor C. King, seconded by Councillor E. Maloney:

"That this Committee, calls on the Manager to arrange for houses 442-449 Cushlawn Park to be given priority in terms of the refurbishment programme as these houses are being directly affected by the infill development currently under construction which is causing major disruption to the families involved".

The following report by the Manager was READ:

“The Department of the Environment, Heritage and Local Government conveyed budget cost approval in the sum of €11.5m to South Dublin County Council for the Refurbishment of a total of 313 council rented dwellings in Moorfield, Greenfort & Shancastle and Cushlawn estates.

Refurbishment works are being carried out on a phased roll-out basis over a four year period from 2003 – 2007. The programme commenced in September, 2003, and a total of 326 units have been successfully completed to date, exceeding the target that was originally set out.  

Phase One of the Refurbishment Programme has now been virtually completed. A detailed breakdown of units refurbished is outlined below:-

	
	Cushlawn
	Moorfield
	Greenfort
	Shancastle
	Total

	2003
	9
	2
	0
	2
	13

	2004
	56
	45
	11
	6
	118

	2005
	77
	36
	24
	32
	169

	2006
	4
	Completed
	13
	6
	23

	In Hand 
	2
	Completed
	0
	0
	2

	Total
	148
	83
	49
	46
	326


In order to continue with Phase Two of the Refurbishment Programme, an application for funding was made to the Department of the Environment, Heritage and Local Government in April 2006 for an additional 100 units in Cushlawn and 100 units in Quarryvale estate. We are currently pressing for a decision from the Department in this regard. 

The Council will not be in a position to positively identify where the next phasing of the programme will commence until such time as a decision is made by the Department in relation to the funding application. It is envisaged however that Phase 2 of the programme works will generally be carried out only on voided dwellings and subject to this consideration the block of houses 442-449 Cushlawn Park will be listed for the next phase of the Refurbishment Programme”.
Following a contribution from Councillor C. King, Mr. P. Murphy, Senior Executive Officer responded to the queries raised.   The report was NOTED.

T/468/06
AFFORDABLE HOUSING UNITS



It was proposed by Councillor C. Jones, seconded by Councillor E. Maloney:
"That this committee calls for a more integrated approach to the locating of affordable housing units within developments"

The following report by the Manager was READ:
“The Council's Housing Strategy, which was prepared in accordance with Part V of the Planning & Development Act 2000, was adopted by the Council at its meeting held on 11th June, 2001.  This Strategy was reviewed and now forms an integral part of the County Development Plan 2004-2010. which was adopted by the Council on 10th November, 2004.

The strategy requires 15% of all new residential developments throughout the county  to be reserved for Social/Affordable housing purposes.  The Council has been successful in the delivery of affordable housing under the following initiatives:

(a)  Part V of the Planning & Development Act 2000 (as amended).

(b)  Joint Venture Schemes.

(c)  Integrated Area Plans.

To date 406 affordable units have been procured throughout the County.

It is also planned to provide an additional 1,000 affordable housing units countywide under the Sustaining Progress Agreement - Affordable Housing Initiative during the period of the Strategy.  To date the Council has acquired 193 units under this initiative.

In developing a local policy in keeping with Part V of the Planning and Development Act 2000 (as amended) the Housing Strategy sets out that different "preferred options" can be developed, e.g. depending on type of planning application submitted, size of proposed development, need for social and affordable housing in the particular area, requirement for specific needs housing etc. and that the Planning Authorities should be as flexible as possible with a view to negotiating the best deal from their point of view and which is in line with their housing strategy.

The Council's preference is for those units acquired for affordable housing to be dispersed throughout developments in the interest of social inclusion.  It should be noted that the Council's preference is for 2 bedroom units and the layout of some developments may tend to locate the 2 bedroom units in the development in the same site area.  In the case of sheltered housing the optimum location is to have all units located together at the core of the development close to all amenities. 

Overall, the negotiations on securing Part V agreements take into account the legislative requirements, existing mix in an area, the best interests of the wider area, estate management issues and capacity to supply the tenure”.
Following a contribution from Councillor C. Jones, the report was NOTED.
 

An Cathaoirleach, Councillor E. Maloney announced to the Members that Mr. Tom Doherty, Director of Planning has informed him that a brief meeting for the Tallaght Area Committee Members, will take place at 4.30 on Thursday 18th May, 2006 in the Planning Conference Room with regard to the Headed Item No. 14 – “Saggart/Rathcoole Planning & Development Issues and the advancement of Council’s objective to secure an extension of the Luas line to serve Saggart” on the forthcoming Tallaght Area Committee (2) meeting 22nd May, 2006.
 

 

 

 

 
The Meeting concluded at 5.30 p.m.

Siniú:
______________________

Dáta:
________________

An Cathaoirleach







