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MEETING OF SOUTH DUBLIN COUNTY COUNCIL

Monday, November 13, 2023

HEADED ITEM NO. 13

Chief Executive’s Report on Public Consultation in relation to the
Draft Litter Management Plan.
Introduction:
The making, review, amendment, or replacement of a litter management plan shall be a reserved function. The purpose of this Chief Executive’s Report is to present the outcome of the statutory consultation, to respond to submissions made during the consultation period and to make recommendations in relation to the Litter Management Plan.
Legislative Context:

· The Litter Management Plan is prepared as prescribed in Section 10 of the Litter Management Acts.

· Section 11 sets out the requirements of a litter management plan.

· Section 12 sets out the procedure for making, amending or replacing a litter management plan.
· Section 13 provides that the making, review, amendment or replacement of a litter management plan shall be a reserved function.
Public Consultation: 

A Draft Litter Management Plan for consultation purposes in respect of the period 2023-2025 was prepared for public consultation. An important aspect of drafting and/or reviewing a Litter Management Plan, is statutory consultation, including discussions at Area Committee meetings, strategic policy committee meetings and public submissions. The statutory consultation process informs the Local Authority of the concerns of businesses, residential/community groups and individuals.
The Draft Plan was available on South Dublin County Council’s Consultation Portal from Tuesday 8th of August 2023 to Tuesday the 19th September 2023 https://consult.sdublincoco.ie/ and in County Hall, Tallaght, Civic Centre, Clondalkin and South Dublin Libraries during opening hours from Tuesday 8th of August 2023 to Tuesday the 19th September 2023. Submissions and observations in respect of the Draft Plan were accepted up to 4.00 p.m. on Tuesday the 19th of September 2023.
Outcome of Public Consultation Process:
129 submissions and observations were received by the closing of the consultation period. These submissions and observations covered a wide range of topics relevant to litter management in the South Dublin administrative area. The majority of submissions were made through the Council’s consultation portal.

All of the submissions and observations received have been reviewed and a summary of the main topics and points raised under each of these is set out below, in alphabetical order:

	Ref
	Category/main topic of submission
	Number of submissions received

	1
	Abandoned Vehicles
	  1

	2
	CCTV / Technology
	  5

	3
	Chewing Gum
	  1

	4
	Cigarette Litter
	  1

	5
	Cleansing Schedules / Street Sweeping
	15

	6
	Communication and Awareness
	15

	7
	Customer Care System
	  4

	8
	Dog Fouling
	  7

	9
	Graffiti
	  7

	10
	Household Waste
	  3

	11
	Illegal Signage
	  1

	12
	Junk and Bulky Items
	  2

	13
	Laneways
	  4

	14
	Litter Bins
	17

	15
	Litter Fines
	  4

	16
	Litter Wardens
	  7

	17
	Parks and Open Spaces 
	  2 

	18
	Recycling Facilities
	  5

	19
	Single-use plastics
	  2

	20
	Sources of Litter – General
	11

	21
	Tidy Towns
	  4

	22
	Unauthorised Waste Collectors
	  2

	23
	Waste Collection 
	 4

	24
	Waste Byelaws
	 3

	25
	Waterways
	 2

	
	TOTAL
	129


Summary of issues raised and Chief Executive’s responses and recommendations:
1. Abandoned Vehicles (1 submission)

1.1. Call to clarify what constitutes an abandoned vehicle.
RESPONSE: 
Clarification of what constitutes an abandoned vehicle can be sought under Section 71 of the Waste Management Act, 1996, as amended. 

“An abandoned vehicle is described as a vehicle left in such circumstances or for such a period that it is reasonable to assume that the vehicle has been abandoned”.
RECOMMENDATION:  no requirement to amend draft plan.

2. CCTV / Technology (5 submissions)

2.1. Call for CCTV and portable cameras to be used in dumping hotspots.
RESPONSE: 
2.1   Use of CCTV to monitor illegal dumping is provided for in the Circular Economy legislation.  Implementation of this is awaited, pending the preparation of a code of practice by the LGMA.  South Dublin County Council is committed to availing of CCTV and Mobile Recording Devices (MRD) in its efforts to deter, detect and prosecute litter and illegal dumping offences in accordance with the Codes of Practice when they are approved by the Minister. 
RECOMMENDATION:  no requirement to amend draft plan.

3. Chewing Gum (1 submission)

3.1. Call for power hosing to remove gum 
RESPONSE: 
This requires removal by a specialist contractor with specialist equipment for the purpose.  This has been arranged in a number of locations in the county where required and can be done again as necessary.  

RECOMMENDATION:  no requirement to amend draft plan.

4. Cigarette Litter (1 submission)

4.1. Call for improved education and awareness, including for Council Staff.
4.2. Call for enhanced enforcement.
RESPONSE: 
Under a Producer Responsibility Initiative introduced at the start of 2023 which comes from the Single Use Plastics Directive, producers are now required to contribute in a major way to the cost of clean-up, enforcement and awareness measures relating to cigarette litter.  Council staff engaged in cleansing work are regularly reminded of the requirements to clean cigarette butts along with other litter from streets, parks and other public realm areas.
If a member of the public witnesses such an incident as cigarette butts being dropped on the ground, it can be reported to the Council's Litter Warden Service.
RECOMMENDATION:  no requirement to amend draft plan.

5. Cleansing Schedules / Street Sweeping (15 Submissions)

5.1. Call to improve frequency and quality of litter picking

5.2. Call for Oxigen to improve quality and frequency of street cleaning

5.3. Call to upgrade online cleansing schedule

5.4. Call for text alert system to notify businesses and residents of scheduled street sweeping

5.5. Call for SDCC to keep main pedestrian footpaths free of wet leaves which are hazardous particularly to senior citizens

5.6. Call to review communication between outsourced and SDCC managed cleansing schedules

5.7. Call for additional resources 

5.8. Call to improve coordination of litter picking with grass cutting
5.9. Call for handcart cleaners to commence at an earlier time (roster 5am starts)
RESPONSE: 
5.1
Towns and villages are cleaned daily including a Sunday and bank holiday service, Parks are cleaned weekly at a minimum, open spaces are cleaned fortnightly ahead of grass cutting.  Road sweeping including litter picking is carried out monthly on main roads and quarterly in housing estates, with higher frequencies applying in some areas.  The provision of these services including frequencies and quality are kept under constant review.

5.2
Provision of services under the road sweeping contract are monitored closely with monthly operational meetings held with the service provider.  This helps to ensure that the required standards are achieved in the delivery of the service. 

5.3
System is in place which provides road sweeping schedule alongside general maintenance schedule is considered adequate.

5.4
This will be examined to determine the level of interest in such a service and how it might be operated.

5.5
A leaf removal service is provided on request from the public, elected members and businesses.  It is not possible to have a pre-determined schedule as it is not possible to predict leaf fall.

5.6
Access to road sweeping schedules can be provided to supervisors in charge of direct labour cleaning operations. 

5.7
Workforce plan review carried out in 2022, being implemented at present.

5.8
This is in place already with litter picking scheduled to take place ahead of grass cutting on a fortnightly roster.

5.9
This matter is being examined at the present time.
RECOMMENDATION:  no requirement to amend draft plan.

6. Communication and Awareness (15 Submissions)
6.1. Call for increased awareness and improved outreach to schools and preschools.
6.2. Call for increased awareness regarding garden waste disposal.
6.3. Call for SDCC to sponsor school visits to recycling facilities/effluent treatments plants / waste to energy plants etc. sponsor awards for best schools in terms of cleanliness in vicinity of school and recycling initiatives.
6.4. Call to improve communication of Annual Action Plan.
6.5. Call for an accessible map, online, with locations of bring centres, recycling points, repair cafés, etc.

6.6. Call to expand the programme for swap events currently running at the library.

6.7. Call to develop a repair café learning centre, to promote and formalise learning and litter prevention. 

6.8. Call for easier access to SDCC labelled waste bags.
6.9. Call to employ at least one and possibly two full-time education officers whose sole role is to go around primary, secondary, and other educational establishments.
RESPONSE:
6.1 - 6.9 The Environmental Awareness Team engages in a broad range of awareness campaigns and promotions throughout the year. The team will continue to participate in national and regional campaigns, as well as initiating new topic specific campaigns such as the recent VAPE radio advert. 

The team delivers a comprehensive, dynamic annual environmental education programme which includes delivering the Green Schools programme (which includes a Litter and Waste theme) and Eco Week.

Several actions in the draft Climate Action Plan 2024-2029 will address working with communities in south Dublin to increase understanding of climate issues. Repair Cafes etc would be delivered under the Circular Economy/Resource Management Action Area the Climate Action Plan.
South Dublin County Council in conjunction with Clondalkin Tidy Towns and The Rediscovery Centre ran a Repair Café in September. At the event, there were experts in textiles, furniture, and bicycles. The event was promoted on SDCC social media channels, through adverts in the Echo and the Dublin Gazette and through Clondalkin Tidy Towns. SDCC would potentially hold them again in the future as part of an event.
The Social Credits Scheme (SCS) supports and rewards community groups and individuals who take ownership of their environment and improve their local area by carrying out pro-environmental actions such as community clean-ups, maintenance of community gardens, graffiti removal, weeding of footpaths etc. Groups are asked to sign up using a simple application form on the first occasion only. This not only provides the Environmental Awareness Office with information of the type of resources groups require but also assists with KPIs.

Having signed up for the Social Credits Scheme bags and other clean up materials are made available to groups. Bags can be ordered by contacting the Environmental Awareness Office. 

Resources in the Environmental Awareness Office are currently being examined. 
RECOMMENDATION:  no requirement to amend draft plan.

7. Customer Care System (4 submissions)

7.1. Call for SDCC to develop an app to allow easy uploading and reporting of illegal dumping.
7.2. Call for a litter hotline/email address and run a social media campaign to encourage members of the public to report littering. 

7.3. Call for better communication between resident associations and the depot to organise collections.
RESPONSE:
7.1  This was in place previously under the Fix Your Street initiative however this was terminated due to issues with technology.

7.2.  Customers may report incidents of littering or illegal dumping in any of the following ways:
· by contacting South Dublin County Council Customer Care at 01 4149000
· by email to info@sdublincoco.ie
· by using the Customer Care Online Form 
Customers may also report incident to the EPA hotline 1850 365121.
7.3  Communication between residents groups and Council operational depots is through head office, and this will remain to be the case. 

RECOMMENDATION:  no requirement to amend draft plan.

8. Dog Fouling (7 submissions)

8.1. Call for park rangers or other authorised personnel to issue fines for dog fouling

8.2. Call for video evidence rather than in person evidence to be accepted
8.3. Call for introduction of free dog waste bags

8.4. Call for more public bins
RESPONSE:
8.1 Under Section 22 of the Litter Pollution Act 1997, where faeces has been deposited by a dog in any place to which the section applies, the person in charge of the dog shall immediately remove the faeces and shall ensure that it is properly disposed of in a suitable sanitary manner. An on-the-spot fine of €150 can be imposed on the owner of a dog who fails to remove dog faeces from a public place, with the maximum fine for this offence being €3,000.  The difficulty with enforcement of Section 22 is the requirement for witness testimony, to report that the offence happened and that an identified person is the person in charge of the dog. In the absence of such testimony, fines cannot be issued. The Council continues to encourage residence groups and/or individuals to assist the Warden Service in this regard.
8.2      Use of CCTV to monitor illegal dumping/littering such as dog fouling is provided for in the Circular Economy legislation.  Implementation of this is awaited, pending the preparation of a code of practice by the LGMA.  
8.3      Dog litter bag dispensers were trialled in parks a number of years ago. There was little uptake and little impact to dog fouling and therefore it was not continued.
8.4     Dog waste can be disposed of in a standard litter bin once it has been properly bagged.  The Council continues to expand the bin service and number of litter bins both on street and in parks.
RECOMMENDATION:  no requirement to amend draft plan.

9. Graffiti (7 submissions)

9.1. Call for an increased budget for graffiti removal on non SDCC structures

9.2. Call for an effective graffiti action plan

9.3. Call for immediate removal of offensive graffiti

9.4. Call to form a joint task force to develop a coordinated action plan to tackle the issue with possibly the joint funding of a small rapid reaction team of specialist painters and cleaners trained and approved to work on utility boxes. 

9.5. Call for increased response time for graffiti removal

9.6. Call for SDCC to take charge of maintenance of all utility boxes
RESPONSE:
9.1  The preparation of budget 2024 has commenced however it is not possible to make any comment at this point in time with regard to what funding, or additional funding, will be provided for any of the work programmes in the coming year. 
9.2  SDCC have a graffiti action plan in place and are making every effort to improve. Plans are being put in place, for e.g. a review of the MOU’s with the utility companies, which we will aim to improve during the life of this litter management plan. Resource issues can sometimes reduce the response times, but in most cases, we remove the graffiti as it is reported. Unfortunately, the repetitive nature of graffiti, once it is removed it can be back on the same wall/building as quick as it was removed.
9.3  All reports of graffiti are dealt with by either public realm operations staff, the probation service graffiti removal crew or the specialist contractor appointed by the Council. We continue to take immediate action to remove or paint over offensive or politically motivated graffiti as a priority once a report is received.
9.4  SDCC has a Memorandum of Understanding with the ESB and a number of other utility companies, who have agreed to remove graffiti from their premises/assets once reported to them. Any utility box that is privately owned by these companies, SDCC do not have the authority to maintain them.

9.5  All reports of graffiti are dealt with by our staff/probation service as they are reported. Other staff remove graffiti also, including the painter and other construction staff.
9.6  Any utility box that is privately owned, SDCC do not currently have the authority to maintain them. 
RECOMMENDATION:  no requirement to amend draft plan.

10. Household Waste (3 submissions)

10.1. Call for SDCC to return to operating a household waste collection service.
10.2. Call for more penalties on private property owners who store waste in both front and backyards. 
RESPONSE:

10.1
The Council no longer has a role in the provision of a domestic waste collection service.  The Council has an enforcement role only, with regard to compliance with waste permits.  The situation nationally is that waste collection services are provided by private operators who compete within the market, the Council exited the market in 2011 because it could not compete with private operators in these circumstances.  Some consideration has been given to a system whereby there would be competition for the market, with local authorities involved in the tender process.  This has not been implemented to date and would require a change in legislation to facilitate it. 

10.2   In accordance with the Waste Management Act 1996 and associated legislation, Waste Enforcement Officers complete inspections to ensure compliance by all persons generating, transporting and treating waste. The Waste Enforcement Officers investigate all complaints received in relation to domestic waste being stored in front/backyards and appropriate enforcement actions are taken.
RECOMMENDATION:  no requirement to amend draft plan.

11. Illegal Signage (1 submission)

11.1. Call for an action item to roll out an advertising and public awareness campaign to educate the public.
RESPONSE:
11.1   Election/Referendum/Public Meeting posters are governed by a suite of relevant legislation including:

· Litter Pollution Act 1997, amended by the Electoral (Amendment) (No. 2) Act 2009
· Protection of the Environment Act 2003
· Planning and Development Regulations 2001-2013
· European Parliament Elections Act 1997
· Local Elections Regulations 1995
· Referendum Act 1994
· Electoral Act 1992
· Road Traffic Act 1961
· Posters for elections can be displayed either for 30 days before the poll day or from the date the Minister makes the polling order appointing the polling, whichever provides the shorter period.

· Posters for referendum can be displayed from the date on which the Minister makes the polling day order appointing the day on which the referendum shall be held. Section 19 of the Litter Pollution Act 1997, as amended, and Section 9 of the Electoral (Amendment) (No. 2) Act 2009 require that all posters/advertisements relating to an election / referendum must be removed within 7 days of date of polling day.
· Posters for public meetings can be displayed in accordance with Section 19(7) of the Litter Pollution Act which provides that an advertisement advising of a public meeting can be in place for up to 30 days before and within 7 days after a public meeting.
· Reforming the way election candidates reach the public may require political will and legislative change. National legislation permits election posters and does not (subject to road safety) put restrictions on where they should be erected, but rather when they can be erected and when they should be removed.

RECOMMENDATION: We will work with our Environmental Awareness team and other Departments particularly next year for an election, but there is no requirement to amend draft plan.
12. Junk and Bulky Items (2 submissions)

12.1. Call for expansion of Mattress amnesty to include other bulky goods.
RESPONSE:
12.1
The provision of 'mobile' recycling initiatives such as mattress collection, household hazardous collections and household WEEE collections are all likely to continue.  It is possible to avail of such services at most recycling centres and not just under the mobile services provided by local authorities.  The move towards a circular economy is likely to bring about a need for services that prepare waste for reuse, this should result in many bulky items, such as unwanted furniture for example, being repaired and reused rather than sent for disposal.  
RECOMMENDATION: No change to draft LMP required in response to this item.

13. Laneways (4 submissions)
13.1. Call for SDCC to return to operating a household waste collection service.
13.2. Call for bin surveys to be conducted to determine additional needs.
13.3. Call to expand social credits scheme to encourage residents and village associations take ownership of maintaining laneways and turning them into functional areas. 

13.4. Call for CCTV and daily patrols in laneways in Palmerstown.
RESPONSE: 

13.1
The Council no longer has a role in the provision of a domestic waste collection service.  The Council has an enforcement role only, with regard to compliance with waste permits.  The situation nationally is that waste collection services are provided by private operators who compete within the market, the Council exited the market in 2011 because it could not compete with private operators in these circumstances.  Some consideration has been given to a system whereby there would be competition for the market, with local authorities involved in the tender process.  This has not been implemented to date and would require a change in legislation to facilitate it. 

13.2
Bin surveys are carried out on an ongoing basis to determine additional needs and requirements in relation to the existing bin stock.

13.3
The social credits scheme as it currently stands can accommodate this.

13.4
Use of CCTV to monitor illegal dumping is provided for in the Circular Economy legislation.  Implementation of this is awaited, pending the preparation of a code of practice by the LGMA. 
RECOMMENDATION:  None of the issues raised require a change to the draft LMP.

14. Litter Bins (17 submissions)

14.1. Call for increase in number of bins in the County, including parks, bus stops, schools, and green spaces.

14.2. Call for dog litter bins in all the parks in SDCC.
14.3. Call for introduction of Solar Bins and wide-mouth pizza bins near fast-food outlets.
14.4. Call for a full survey of public litter bins.
14.5. Call for bins to be replaced with ones that allow people to segregate waste. 

14.6. Call for increased frequency in emptying bins.
14.7. Call for additional staff resources to be deployed to daily litter bin management.
14.8. Call for SDCC to support the national deposit return scheme for plastic bottles and cans.
RESPONSE:
14.1
Litter bin numbers are increasing year after year with additional provision planned in the 2024 budget for further additional bin provision in the coming year.

14.2
SDCC does not provide dog litter bins.  Dog litter can be deposited in a standard litter bin as long as it is properly bagged.

14.3
SDCC carried out a trial of solar powered litter bins, decision taken at the time not to proceed with providing these.  Trial of ‘pizza’ bin due to be carried out in a town centre location in the near future.
14.4
Surveys have been carried out in the past of the litter bin stock, a full inventory of litter bins and locations is therefore available.  Condition surveys are carried out from time to time to identify the need for bin repairs, bin replacements and liner replacements.

14.5
It is not feasible to replace approximately 1,000 litter bins in street and park locations as the cost is prohibitive.  The proposal to provide segregated litter bins will however be examined in certain locations such as town and village centres.

14.6
The frequency of servicing of each bin is kept under constant review and is determined by the footfall and level of use at each location.  Where servicing needs to be changed this is arranged.

14.7 The workforce plan review conducted in 2022 will result in an increase in available staff resources in time.
14.8 A national deposit and return scheme for plastic bottles is due to be introduced in February 2024.
RECOMMENDATION: No change to draft LMP required in response to this item.
15. Litter Fines (4 submissions)

15.1. Call for vehicles involved in littering and/or illegal dumping to be impounded until Litter fine is paid.
15.2. Call for a specific ring-fenced legal budget line item should be set aside each year for legal costs relating to prosecution of exemplary cases. 

15.3. Call for passes to Ballymount should be a standard reward on social credits to encourage those active in litter clean ups.
RESPONSE:

     15.1 Local authorities are allowed to tow-away vehicles that have been abandoned or illegally parked on a public road or in a local authority car park. Vehicles are towed to a car pound and you may be charged a significant fee for their release.
     15.2 The preparation of budget 2024 has commenced however it is not possible to make any comment now with regard to what funding, or additional funding, will be provided for any work programme in the coming year. 
     15.3  Ballymount passes are provided annually to Social Credits applicants around the Halloween season to help remove potential bonfire material. 
RECOMMENDATION: No change to draft LMP required in response to this item.
16. Litter Wardens (7 submissions)

16.1. Call for increased number of Litter and Dog Wardens

16.2. Call for Litter and Dog Wardens to be more visible
RESPONSE:
16.1 South Dublin County Council currently employs two full time Dog Wardens within the administrative area. There are five full time Litter Wardens currently employed by South Dublin County Council. The work is shared amongst the wardens where there is a temporary absence/annual leave. Administrative support is also provided by the staff within the Enforcement and Licencing section. Support is also provided by the Councils Law Department in respect of prosecutions. The current resource levels are managing the workload, this is an area of constant change and review.  
16.2  The Dog Wardens' role is the enforcement of the Control of Dogs Act 1986 as amended.  This includes responding to complaints relating to dogs not under effectual control and/or dangerous dogs, carrying out of Licence checks and the initiation of enforcement proceedings where possible and the seizure and collection of unwanted/stray dogs and removal to the Dog Pound. Dog Wardens investigate complaints received regarding dogs wheresoever the complaint emanates.
The role of the Litter Warden includes the enforcement of the Litter Pollution Act 1997, as amended, Casual Trading Acts and Bye-Laws, elements of the Waste Management Act and associated regulations and matters relating to the Control of Dogs Act 1986 and associated regulations. Primarily the Litter Warden role relates to the investigation of complaints of dumping in various locations, including Council's Parks, and the initiation of enforcement proceedings where possible.  They also patrol the county villages and areas prone to regular dumping incidents. 
RECOMMENDATION:  no requirement to amend draft plan.

17. Parks and Open Spaces (2 submissions)

17.1. Call for additional staff resources to be deployed to parks and open spaces.
17.2. Call for greater visibility of Park Rangers and Parks staff in parks and open spaces.
17.3. Call to provide enhanced assistance to resident groups.
RESPONSE:
17.1
Staff are assigned to duties in parks and open spaces as required, taking into consideration the competing demands from other workstreams for those resources.  The workforce plan review conducted in 2022 will result in an increase in available staff resources in time. 

17.2
The role and activities of the park rangers will be examined in this context. 

17.3
Any assistance required or requested by residents groups is provided through the social credits scheme.

RECOMMENDATION:  no requirement to amend draft plan.

18. Recycling Facilities (5 submissions)

18.1. Call for WEEE and mattress collections to be arranged and rotated within all villages to include Newcastle, Saggart and Brittas, Rathcoole and Clondalkin

18.2. Call to expand the number of bring centres. 

18.3. Call for Councillors who pick up material not collected by Council crews to gain access to Ballymount Civic Amenity centre without incurring a financial penalty. 

18.4. Call for more data to be publicly available each year in terms of what proportion of waste is recycled, sent for incineration, or landfilled at Ballymount Civic Amenity
RESPONSE:
18.1
The provision of ‘mobile’ mattress and WEEE collections is expected to continue in the coming years, locations where these collections are being provided will be examined as has been suggested here.

18.2
The Council has established a number of additional glass recycling bring banks in 2023 and hopes to continue to roll out additional sites in the coming years. 

18.3
Passes to Ballymount are made available to community/environmental groups who carry out environmental works, through the social credits process.  

18.4
Full data on materials deposited at Ballymount CA are available including tonnages broken down by waste stream and also data on end location and treatment process for each waste type.  This can be made available to the public as suggested.  It should be noted that no waste goes from the CA to landfill anymore, it is all either recycled or recovered.

RECOMMENDATION:  no requirement to amend draft plan.

19. Single-use plastics (2 submissions)
19.1. Call for ban on single use plastics throughout buildings operated by SDCC

19.2. Call for the reintroduction of a refundable cash deposit system, for plastic bottles and cans
RESPONSE:
19.1  The Climate Team is working to remove all single use plastics from our buildings. All take away materials from the canteen in County Hall are compostable. 

19.2  A national deposit and return scheme for plastic bottles is due to be introduced in February 2024.
RECOMMENDATION:  no requirement to amend draft plan.

20. Sources of Litter – General (11 submissions)

20.1. Call for CE schemes specific to litter picking in litter hot spots

20.2. Call for additional patrols to tackle illegal dumping on rural roads

20.3. Call to trial different bins, reverse vending machines and pizza box bins

20.4. Call to introduce a ban on all single use plastic bottles in all SDCC operated buildings. 

20.5. Call to improve awareness and enforcement in relation to business responsibilities.
RESPONSE:

20.1    The Community Employment (CE) programme, also known as the CE Scheme is under the remit of the Minister for Social Protection. This is not something the Litter Management Plan can address or implement at this time.
20.2    Litter Wardens patrol all areas in the county including rural areas. They also investigate every report of illegal dumping that is received and work with the Waste Enforcement Officers to take appropriate enforcement measures against anyone that could be identified by the litter/waste. 
20.3  Trial of ‘pizza’ bin due to be carried out in a town centre location in the near future. Public Realm to trial different types of bins also. 
20.4 South Dublin County Council is working with our caterers to eliminate single use coffee cups from the staff canteen in County Hall and we continue to work with them to identify opportunities to further reduce plastics.  The Climate Team is also committed to working with external businesses in their efforts to pivot to the circular economy. We are supported in this through the Circular Economy and Miscellaneous Provisions Act 2022, which shifts Ireland away from a “take-make-waste” economy by incentivising the use of recycled and reusable alternatives to wasteful, single-use disposable packaging.  While we cannot ban plastic bottles, the Irish Deposit Return Scheme which is due to launch in February 2024, will improve recycling rates. The Minister of State with responsibility for Communications and Circular Economy, Ossian Smyth, appointed the Deposit Return Scheme Ireland CLG, trading as Re-turn to operate the scheme. In February 2024, when you buy a drink in a plastic bottle, aluminium or steel can that features the Re-turn logo, you pay a small deposit in addition to the price of the drink. When you return your empty, undamaged container to any retail outlet, you get your deposit back in full. There will be return points all across Ireland.

The Council has installed 17 Public Drinking water stations, a further 9 are under construction and 12 more are proposed.  To date, SDCC's public drinking water stations have distributed 146,737 litres of water and have effectively kept 293,474 (equivalent to 6,456 kg) of single-use plastic bottles from ending up in landfills.
20.5  WEEE inspections, food waste inspections, plastic bag levy inspections, packaging inspections etc. are carried out throughout the year and in September/October each year there is a particular emphasis put on waste that may end up as bonfire material such as mattresses, tyres, pallets etc. 
RECOMMENDATION:  no requirement to amend draft plan.

21. Tidy Towns (4 submissions)
21.1. Call for increased number of clean ups

21.2. Call for easier access to SDCC labelled waste bags

21.3. Call to review funding initiatives for Tidy Town groups
RESPONSE:
21.1 The Environmental Awareness Team works with communities in delivering the Tidy Towns Programme and Social Credit Scheme. Groups carry out hundreds of clean ups annually throughout the County and SDCC supports groups in their activities by supplying clean up materials and arranging for waste to be collected by Public Realm staff. 

21.2 Groups are asked to fill out a simple application form when signing up to the Social Credits Scheme. This is to assist the Awareness team in assessing demand for supplies and to assist in gathering reporting data.  Clean up materials are supplied through the Social Credits Scheme rather than Tidy Towns Funding. 

21.3 The team is currently supporting all Tidy Town groups as well as those groups who decide to take a break from the competition.
RECOMMENDATION:  There is no requirement to amend draft plan.

22. Unauthorised Waste Collectors (2 submissions)

22.1. Call for future amnesties to include a collection service for people who don’t have transport.
22.2. Call for WhatsApp number for the public to provide video evidence of dumping.
RESPONSE:

22.1
The provision of 'mobile' recycling initiatives such as mattress collection, household hazardous collections and household WEEE collections are all likely to continue in future years.  It is possible to avail of such services at most recycling centres and not just under the mobile services provided by local authorities.  The move towards a circular economy is likely to bring about a need for services that prepare waste for reuse, this should result in many bulky items, such as unwanted furniture for example, being repaired and reused rather than sent for disposal.  

22.2 All video evidence and witness statements can be submitted to wasteregulation@sdublincoco.ie
RECOMMENDATION:  There is no requirement to amend draft plan.

23. Waste Collection (4 submissions)
23.1. Call for SDCC to return to operating a household waste collection service

23.2. Call to establish a sub-committee of the Environment SPC to investigate the legislative and other changes / challenges that would be required in considering a full 'remunipalisation' of domestic waste collection services back into the care of the council. 

23.3. Call for mobile bring centres like system in place in Wicklow.
RESPONSE:
23.1
The Council no longer has a role in the provision of a domestic waste collection service.  The Council has an enforcement role only, with regard to compliance with waste permits.  The situation nationally is that waste collection services are provided by private operators who compete within the market, the Council exited the market in 2011 because it could not compete with private operators in these circumstances.  Some consideration has been given to a system whereby there would be competition for the market, with local authorities involved in the tender process.  This has not been implemented to date and would require a change in legislation to facilitate it. 

23.2
As 23.1 above.

23.3
There is a need in counties such as Wicklow with a large rural population to provide ‘mobile’ waste/recycling services, in a county where there is no provision of door-to-door waste collection services in many parts.  This is not the case in South Dublin County, the provision of ‘mobile bring centres’ is not considered to be necessary here. 
RECOMMENDATION:  There is no requirement to amend draft plan.
24. Waste Byelaws

3 submissions received but as the Household and Commercial Waste byelaws are not dealt with under the LMP these submissions will be addressed upon adoption of any future waste byelaws. 
25. Waterways (2 submissions)

25.1. Call for organised clean ups for hard-to-reach riverbank locations.
25.2. Call for use of footage from cameras monitoring flood risk to identify culprits dumping in waterways.
RESPONSE:
24.1    The existing Drainage Minor Capital Works programme provides €250,000 in the current year in respect of waterways; the works include the clearance of debris. Water quality is monitored by Water & Drainage on an ongoing basis, and they will respond to incidents that arise as necessary.  Trash screens are installed on many small rivers and watercourses to prevent waterborne debris (including litter and other illegally dumped material) from entering culverts and pipes where such debris could cause blockages, significant damage or flooding. Whilst preventing a subsequent blockage downstream, the screen requires regular maintenance and clearing to minimise the potential for a blockage to the screen itself. It is considered unviable and a potential flood risk to try to introduce screens or traps on the larger rivers (such as the Dodder). It is noted that screens are in place at strategic locations on the main tributaries of the larger rivers in the county such as the Dodder and the Liffey, these screens are monitored and cleared regularly.
24.2    South Dublin County Council is committed to availing of CCTV and Mobile Recording Devices (MRD) in its efforts to deter, detect and prosecute litter and illegal dumping offences in accordance with the Codes of Practice when they are approved by the Minister.
RECOMMENDATION:  There is no requirement to amend draft plan.

RECOMMENDATION OF PLAN:

Having considered the submissions made, a revised Draft Litter Management Plan was prepared and presented to the Environment Public Realm and Climate Change SPC at their meeting held on 6th November. The revised plan will cover the period 2023-2025 (three years) and action plans put in place in each of the three years of the plan will seek to address the issues raised in the submissions, subject to the availability of resources. It is noted that the new Litter Management Plan 2023 – 2025 will be closely linked to the Climate Change Action Plan 2024-2029.
On the recommendation of the Environment, Public Realm and Climate Change SPC, the proposed revised Draft Litter Management Plan 2023 – 2025 drafted in accordance with the Litter Pollution Act 1997 as amended, is now before the members for approval.
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