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COMHAIRLE CHONTAE ATHA CLIATH THEAS
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SOUTH DUBLIN COUNTY COUNCIL

MEETING OF SOUTH DUBLIN COUNTY COUNCIL

MONDAY 12th June 2006
Question No 12
Question:
Cllr. D. Keating

To ask the Manager what additional measures he intends introducing to compliment the existing services available in the county, to tackle in a more serious and determined way the growing Litter problems.  Would the Manager please agree to establish a New Working Group to include the Gardaí so before the matter worsens, despite the great efforts of civic minded Residents, Tidy Towns Committees etc.?
Reply:

The Council’s approach to the problem of control and eradication of litter pollution is multi-faceted.The problem is addressed by; 
· Cleansing,
· Road Sweeping 

· Enforcement, 

· Awareness measures  

· Supporting and encouraging local communities and individuals  

Cleansing 

The Council’s Cleansing Unit provide a service in removing dumped material from public places throughout the County. Every effort is made to identify those responsible for such dumping so that legal action can be taken against them. The Council’s Litter Wardens rely heavily on the vigilance of the public in reporting such dumping and littering offences, to ensure every effort is made to keep the County clean and litter free.
Road sweeping

The Council provides by contract with Oxigen Environmental Ltd., a road sweeping service which controls litter on main roads, dual carriageways, motorways and within housing estates. In this process litter is removed from roads and from adjacent grass margins on a cyclical basis. Further improvements in this service have been agreed with the contractor.

The Council also provides a handcart service for village cleaning. Two additional handcart operatives were appointed in 2005, bringing the total number of handcart operatives employed to 13. Green Sweeping Machines are provided in five village areas.
Enforcement
The Council employs six Litter Wardens on a fulltime basis whose role is to enforce the Litter Pollution and relevant Waste Management legislation throughout the County.  Each Litter Warden is assigned to a specific area of the County. As a result of their work 1,050 on-the-spot fines for littering were issued in 2005 and a total of 199 cases were referred for legal proceedings for non payment of fines and for dumping offences. 
 Awareness measures
The Council’s Environmental Awareness Programme places a significant emphasis on the elimination of litter, by encouraging responsible individual and community behaviour and by supporting community and resident associations to address the problem in their own areas.  The Council continues to highlight the important role which the community can play in reducing litter in the county. 
The Council actively encourages schools in the County to participate in the Green Schools Programme which is co-ordinated by An Taisce. This is a European-wide environmental education programme aimed at schools, which strongly promotes anti-litter awareness and recycling. Schools which successfully complete their Green Schools programme are awarded a European Green Flag which is valid for a two year period each time.

The school visit programme involves visits by a Litter Warden to inform students of the negative impact of litter and illegal dumping on their local community.
Supporting and encouraging local communities and individuals  
The Beautiful South Dublin County – Atha Cliath Theas go Deas competition is an annual event organised by the Council and replaces the former Tidy Districts competition. Strong emphasis is placed in the judging criteria, on the absence of litter in applicants local areas. The overall objective of the competition is to promote a sense of pride by residents in their localities by carrying out improvements in their own environment.  
The Council also supports towns in the County who enter the national Tidy Towns competition by carrying out of local environmental works and by giving general advice and assistance.

Each year the Council encourages the public to engage in an ECO week which promotes general environmental awareness. Demonstrations and promotions are held at a number of locations throughout the County.
The Council invites applications annually from individuals and groups for anti-litter awareness grants. These grants are paid towards projects which promote anti-litter awareness in the community and which make a positive impact locally. 

County Strategy: A Place to Protect
In the review of the County Strategy, ‘South Dublin: A Place for People’ under the  ‘A place to protect’ theme, priority Action 23 states as follows, 

‘Promote the concept of a litter free County through awareness and enforcement measures’ 
The implementation of this task will involve the collaboration of all the member agencies of the South Dublin County Development Board, including the Garda Siochana, with particular reference to the work of the Environment Strategic Policy Committee of the Council. 

General
The Council is aware of the continuous need to monitor/improve its anti-littering services. However with the various approaches as outlined above progress is being made eg, in the recent IBAL (Irish Business against Litter) survey results Tallaght achieved  ‘litter free status’  for the first time. Further improvements can be achieved by influencing public attitudes and maintaining standards to the highest level possible through the measures already in place.
