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SOUTH DUBLIN COUNTY COUNCIL

MEETING OF SOUTH DUBLIN COUNTY COUNCIL

MONDAY 12th June 2006

        REPORT OF THE MEETING OF THE  ENVIRONMENT STRATEGIC 

        POLICY COMMITTEE  HELD ON WEDNESDAY 3RD MAY 2006

Headed Item 4 (a)
The Environment Strategic Policy Committee met on Wednesday 3rd May.  

Reports were considered on the following:

(a)
Report on Bring Bank Working Group

“The working group has met on three occasions and are currently finalising their report for the September meeting of the Strategic Policy Committee.  The report will outline the implementation required to achieve the objectives of the group which are:

-
Increasing the number of locations of bring banks.

-
Increasing the usage of bring banks thus increasing recycling.

-
Reducing the misuse of bring banks i.e. dumping, littering and antisocial behaviour


by making recommendation in the following areas

1. Developing procedures for the siting and maintenance of bring banks.

2. Preparing guidelines in conjunction the Planning Department regarding the provision of local community recycling facilities at planning stage.

3. Recommending the inclusion of bring bank facilities in all publicly funded buildings e.g. Community Centres, Sports facilities.

4. Developing a pilot programme to trial the use of new initiatives e.g. underground bring banks particularly in high density areas.”

It was agreed that a more comprehensive report be presented at the next meeting of the Committee.  
(b)
Report on Sustainable Energy

Mr Tony McDermott, Chair of SPC had requested that the agenda provide for a discussion on the Council’s commitment to Sustainable Energy Policy, to cover both the Council’s own operations and the practices it promotes with the public and with businesses.

Due to the absence of the Chair from this meeting the item was deferred to the next committee meeting, at which time a report will be presented to the Committee for discussion.
(c)     Report on End of Life Vehicle Regulations

“INTRODUCTION

In February 2006, the Dept of Environment Heritage and Local Government (DoEHLG) published Draft End of Life Vehicle Regulations, inviting submissions by 24 March 2006

These Regulations will require provision by the motor industry of Authorised Treatment Facilities, which will accept for treatment, (free-of-charge) old vehicles (cars & vans) that have reached the end of their useful life.  This will enable the owner of a car or small van, when the vehicle reaches the “end-of-life”, to take it to an Authorised Facility where it can be dismantled and disposed of in a way that will reduce environmental pollution. The purpose of the Regulations(which are  implementing an EU Directive made in 2000) is to ensure recovery and recycling  of the components of vehicles, and to ensure the vehicles are dismantled and disposed of in a way that doesn’t cause environmental pollution.

RESPONSIBILITIES

· Operators that accept end-of-life vehicles will be required to meet high standards to become Authorised Treatment Facilities (ATFs). ATFs will be certified by the local authority and will require a waste license or permit.

· The manufacturers and importers of vehicles (ie the “producers”) will have to ensure there is an adequate network of ATFs across the country, for the take-back of their brand of car. There will be at least one ATF in every county, with additional ATFs required where the population exceeds 150,000. (Therefore in SDCC, two ATFs will be required). The motor industry has stated that no extra cost will be added to new car prices to pay for eventual disposal, as they believe that the dismantling of cars etc will result in profit from the metals etc which can be recycled.

· Local Authorities will be required to 

· certify and enforce the Authorised Treatment Facilities

· certify the producers’ registration, monitor their submission of records of numbers of vehicles etc.

· assess adequacy of the Implementation Plans to be submitted by the producers , after the Regulations are made.

SUMMARY

(a) The Regulations were published in Feb 2006 by the DoEHLG ,for comment until 24 March 2006. The DoEHLG has indicated they hope to introduce the Regs later in 2006 to take effect from January 2007.

(b) These Regulations will result in a system of Producer Responsibility, whereby the producers of vehicles must put in place the facilities to take-back a vehicle, when a vehicle has reached the end of its useful life.

(c) Local Authorities will be required to approve the Implementation Plans submitted by the producers (ie the manufacturers and importers.)

(d) At present SDCC operates a system whereby the owner of a car may request the Council (on payment of €55) to remove an old vehicle. SDCC pays a contractor to remove and safely dispose of the vehicle, and recoups the cost via the charge of €55.

The Council also arranges for the removal & disposal of abandoned and/or burnt out cars, and this service cost €55k in 2005. (A total of 950 vehicles were disposed of in 2005, 144 of these were removed at the owner’s request & 806 vehicles were abandoned or burnt out).It is hoped that when the ATFs are in place, SDCC will be enabled to return some or all of these vehicles free-of-charge thereby reducing part of the cost of the removal and disposal service. The collection service will still require levying of a charge. There remain issues to be clarified regarding the acceptance of abandoned cars at the Treatment facilities and the implications for the Council’s operations in this regard.

(e)
It will be important that owners are encouraged to dispose of their vehicles responsibly, by using the Authorised Treatment Facility. The final owner of a car is responsible for its taxation until he/she can prove it has been disposed of correctly. The Regulations provide for the issue of a Certificate of Destruction for a vehicle that has been disposed of correctly.”

It was agreed that a letter would issue to the Dept of Environment Heritage and Local Government requesting clarification on a number of issues.
(d)
Report on Anti Social Behaviour

“The attached Anti-Social Behaviour Policy was developed and adopted by the Council’s Housing and Social Strategic Policy Committee, and in January 2005, was approved by the Council.  The policy was developed to create and sustain a safe and peaceful living environment for the tenants of South Dublin County Council, and sets out how this can be achieved across four key policy areas:

(a) prevention

(b) enforcement

(c) support

(d) rehabilitation

It has been agreed by the Corporate Policy Group (which comprises the Mayor and the Chairs of each Strategic Policy Committee) that each SPC will consider any opportunities or actions which may be explored in order to advance and support the Anti Social Behaviour Policy. This will encourage a cohesive and multi-departmental approach to tackling anti-social behaviour throughout the County.

The policy areas of support and rehabilitation mentioned above relate to the activity of anti-social tenants, and the need to support both complainants and accused, and in time, to provide for the rehabilitation of perpetrators where appropriate.

In relation to the Environment SPC, the policy areas of prevention and enforcement seem to be the most appropriate for consideration.

(a) Prevention and Support:

Among the approaches outlined in the policy are the encouragement of community spirit and the creation of effective estate management. The Environmental Services Department supports this policy through the Environmental Awareness Programme as follows:

· Beautiful South Dublin County annual competition

· ECO Week

· Green Schools Programme

· National Spring Clean

· Composting and Waste Workshops

The Council also employs six Litter Wardens who enforce the Waste and Litter Regulations throughout the County. The Litter Wardens support local communities in keeping their areas litter free.

The Council’s Cleansing Unit supports the Litter Wardens by providing a cleanup service of litter black spots. Litter Wardens patrol these areas on a regular basis. This unit also oversees the Council’s road sweeping service by which all main and estate roads are swept on a programmmed basis and which is provided by a private sector company under contract with the Council.

(b)
Enforcement:
The Environmental Services Department is charged with the enforcement of the various statutory codes which have been enacted both at Government and EU level to ensure that we all can live in a clean and healthy environment. These codes cover the following main areas:

· Waste management

· Litter control

· Drainage and Water supply

· Air and Water Pollution

· Control of Horses and Dogs

It is also important that residents and householders recognise that it is up to all of us to challenge the anti social behaviour which is dumping and littering.  

The Environment Strategic Policy Committee will continue to invoke policies which attempt to address anti social behaviour issues in the environmental area.”

It was agreed to refer the report to the next meeting of the Committee for further discussion and consideration.

(e)
Presentation by Loreto High School, Beaufort, Rathfarnham (Green School)

A presentation on how the Green School Recycling Programme is being implemented in Loreto High School, Beaufort was made by transition year students from the school.  The Chairman congratulated the students, parents and teachers on their commitment and on the example they are setting through their activities.  He thanked them for the presentation and wished the school further success with the project.  He then presented a memento to the students in recognition of their efforts.

