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COMHAIRLE CHONTAE ATHA CLIATH THEAS
SOUTH DUBLIN COUNTY COUNCIL
MEETING OF SOUTH DUBLIN COUNTY COUNCIL

MONDAY 12TH JUNE 2006
HEADED ITEM NO. 3(b)
Report of Organisation, Procedure and Finance Committee Meeting 18th May 2006
Nominations to the Community Linkage Fund Assessment Panels 

The following report was presented to the Members at the Organisation, Procedure and Finance Committee meeting on 18th May 2006: 

“The Community Linkage Contribution Fund (CLF) forms part of South Dublin County Council’s Integrated Area Plans (IAP) for Tallaght and Clondalkin. The purpose of the Fund is to assist the development, in the IAP designated communities, of projects and programmes which will address local community need and improve the quality of life for the residents of the areas.

Designated IAP Communities for the Tallaght and Clondalkin areas are as follows:

· Clondalkin:

Bawnogue, Deansrath, Balgaddy, Neilstown, Rowlagh & Quarryvale 

· Tallaght:

Fettercairn, Brookfield, Jobstown & Killinarden

The second round of Community Linkage Funding was launched in early 2006, with a closing date of Friday 28th of April 2006.  In line with the Fund guidelines, evaluation panels, one each for Tallaght and Clondalkin, will undertake the assessment of applications and make a recommendation to the IAP Monitoring Committees regarding funding allocation.  The Monitoring Committee will then make a formal recommendation to the elected Council of South Dublin County.  South Dublin County Council via the elected members will have the final say in the development of this programme.

Two distinct evaluation Panels will be formed for each Fund, consisting of the following membership:  

· Two public representatives 

· One council official 

· One local development / community sector representative

· Two external independent experts 

Accordingly, the following nominations are now before the elected members for consideration:

2 Public Representatives for inclusion on the Tallaght CLF Evaluation Panel 

2 Public Representatives for inclusion on the Clondalkin CLF Evaluation Panel

Additional Information 

· Key criteria and guiding principles of the Community Linkage Fund

The core purpose of the Community Linkage Fund is to assist the development of projects and programmes to address local community need and enhance the quality of life for people living in IAP designated communities.

A number of key themes were identified by the IAP Monitoring Committees for the distribution of the Community Linkage Funding.  These are:

A.  Youth and Youth work, with a particular emphasis on… 

· Targeting those young people who are most disadvantaged

· Developing already existing community resources/premises to ensure their relevance to young people 

· Enhancing leadership capacity within the sector

B.  Community, with particular reference to…

· Building civic education/awareness and responsibility 

· Supporting, strengthening and building community capacity to manage projects and programmes including the co-ordination of community facilities

· Promoting the integration of non-nationals/migrants 

· Developing and resourcing the local economy 

C.  Community/Personal Safety theme, primarily through supporting environmental projects that have as their focus personal and community safety

D.  Cross-cutting applications - Developing proposals which address more than one of the above 

· Background & Context
In 1999 the Council, in partnership with a number of local development groups, produced Urban Renewal Integrated Area Plans (IAP’s) for both Tallaght and Clondalkin. These plans were drawn up using the Urban Renewal Act of 1998. Both plans were produced in the context of addressing the physical, economic, social and environmental regeneration of the town centres and the neighbourhood centres in adjoining areas which are in need of investment. 

The aim of the plans are to attract private investment into the areas by means of tax incentives. This is happening in the Town Centres and in the Designated Neighbourhoods in Clondalkin and Tallaght. One of the innovative aspects of the IAP’s was the inclusion of the Community Linkage Contribution - a mechanism to transfer some of the benefits from the successful Town Centre sites to the disadvantaged areas of West Tallaght and North and South West Clondalkin.  The Community Linkage Contribution, which is set at  €2.54 /sq. ft of development (excluding multi-storey or underground car-parking), is paid by investors/developers into a fund immediately prior to receiving their Final Tax Incentive. This grant scheme is as a result of these contributions.
The Integrated Area Plans were produced following a considerable amount of community participation. The CL Fund offers an opportunity for the local government, local development, statutory and social partner sectors to indirectly avail of the benefits of the tax incentive scheme and thus help address local community needs and improve the quality of life for residents of the area.” 

At the meeting it was agreed that Councillors G. O’Connell and S. O’Connor be nominated to the Clondalkin CLF Evaluation Panel, and that Councillors M. Corr and J. Daly be nominated to the Tallaght CLF Evaluation Panel.  
These nominations are now before the Council for approval.

