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Schools Traffic Management Issues  TERENURE\RATHFARNHAM ACM AREA
Background

The 2004 Road Traffic Act enables the Local authority to specify speed limits for various roads in the County. To-date the Council has carried out an overall review of speed limits and by adopting the appropriate Bye-Law introduced the current speed limits. The above Act also enables the Local Authority to introduce a 30 kph limit in certain locations, namely schools. In association with this, at the March 2006 Area Committee Meeting it was agreed to prioritise 2 schools in each electoral area for use as initial schemes under the Schools Survey heading. The schools for the Terenure/Rathfarnham area are as follows:

(a) Ballyboden
· Scoil an Spioraid Naomh
(b)Templeogue
· Bishop Galvin National School
· Bishop Shanahan National School

Each of the above has now been surveyed and assessed separately.
General
In recent years the Council has provided a range of traffic regulatory measures at various school locations. These include yellow lines, zig-zag lines, school ahead and children crossing signs. In general there is a school warden service at the majority of national and some secondary schools. Any further measures identified will complement the existing position.
Ballyboden
(1) Location:


The linked document identifies the location of the schools. 

(2)Survey Details: 

(a) The results of the initial school survey are shown on traffic management data sheets (see link) --- photos of problems associated with traffic congestion at school drop off/pick up times are also enclosed.
Ballyroan Scoil an Sporaid Naomh
(3)Problems Identified 

· Very heavy traffic congestion on Ballyroan Road – Right turning traffic into Willowbank Drive adding to congestion 
· Parents parking on path (school side) and the grass verge opposite the school obstructing school wardens

· Cars crossing pedestrian access to school door in order to access the car park inside the school grounds

· On sunny days motorists experience difficulty seeing the secondary signal on Ballyboden road and tend to break the lights

· Warning signage in poor condition, also may require relocation.
· A need for “School Keep Clear” markings

· Traffic Speed on Ballyroan Road not an issue

Preliminary Consultation.

A meeting took place with the school principal who identified the following issues:
· A need for parent parking opposite the school ie a dropping off zone
· Poor warning signage and insufficient road markings
· A need for bollards to be installed to prevent parking on the grass verge opposite the school
· Problems regarding pedestrian/vehicular access to the school
(4) Draft Recommendations 
· To investigate the feasibility of drop-off parking outside school
· Installation of bollards along grass verge opposite the school

· An upgrade of school warning signage and road markings

·  Consideration of a ban on the right turn into Willowbank Drive at school times

· The implementation of a traffic management plan within the school grounds

· The installation of directional hoods on the traffic lights.

· A reduction in the speed limit not recommended
Templeogue
(1) Location:


The linked document identifies the location of the schools.
Survey Details.

The results of the initial survey are shown on traffic management data sheets (see links) – photographs of problems associated with traffic congestion at school drop-off /pick-up times are included.
Bishop Galvin / Shanahans National School
Problems identified
· Heavy traffic congestion at school times – parents parking on both sides of both Rossmore Rd. and Orwell Park Rd. including on school keep clear markings and pedestrian zigzag (no parking) markings.
· Existing warning signage in poor condition. 
· Lack of footpath dishing at crossing points.

· Ponding occurring at the pedestrian signals.

· Traffic speed is not a problem here.

Preliminary Consultation.

A meeting took place with the schools principal who identified the following issues
· Insufficient warning signage 
· Too long a delay for pedestrians waiting to cross at lights

· No dishing on one side of the road at the school warden crossing point on Orwell Park Road.
Draft Recommendations.
· Upgrading of warning signage.
· Dishing of kerbs

· Improve drainage at the pedestrian crossing.

· Double yellow lining on the school side of both roads.

· The implementation of a “walk to school” initiative

 Implementation 

(a) Constraints

· Schools close for summer holidays at the end of June 2006

· Further consultation required with School Principals, Boards of Management, etc.
(b) Required

· Further Consultation
· Garda approval

