COMHAIRLE CONTAE ÁTHA CLIATH THEAS
SOUTH DUBLIN COUNTY COUNCIL
Minutes of South Dublin County Council Clondalkin, Newcastle, Rathcoole, Saggart and Brittas Area Committee Meeting dealing with Corporate Support, Performance & Change Management, Environment, Water & Drainage, Public Realm, Housing, Community, Transportation, Planning, Economic Development and Libraries & Arts held on Wednesday 21st June 2023.
COUNCILLORS PRESENT

Councillor William Joseph Carey
				Councillor Trevor Gilligan
				Councillor Eoin Ó Broin
Councillor Shirley O’Hara
				Councillor Francis Timmons
				Councillor Kenneth Egan
				
Apologies:			Councillor Laura Donaghy


Cathaoirleach, Councillor W. Carey presided.
OFFICIALS PRESENT 

Senior Executive Officer	Ms. Sharon Conroy, Ms. Brenda Pierce
A/Senior Executive Officer	Mr. Michael Murtagh
Senior Engineer	Mr. John Hegarty, Mr. Gary Walsh
Senior Executive Parks Superintendent        	Mr. David Fennell
A/Senior Planner	Mr. Eoin Burke
Senior Executive Librarian	Ms. Liz Corry
Executive Librarian (Senior Librarian)	Ms. Emma Perry	
Senior Staff Officer	Mr. John Savage
Staff Officer	Ms. Leona Maher
Assistant Staff Officer	Mr. Brian Booth 
Clerical Officer	Ms. Nadine Fogarty 

C/292/23 - H1 Item ID:79542 – Confirmation & Reaffirmation of Minutes of Meeting Held on 17th May
The minutes of the April meeting of the Clondalkin, Newcastle, Rathcoole, Saggart and Brittas Area Committee meeting dealing with Libraries, Economic Development, Performance & Change Management, Corporate Support, Public Realm, Environment, Water & Drainage, Community, Housing, Planning and Transportation held on 17th May 2023 which had been circulated, were submitted and APPROVED as a true record and signed.
HI 1 Minutes of 17th May, 2023
It was proposed by Councillor F. Timmons, seconded by Councillor E. Ó Broin, and RESOLVED:
“That the recommendations contained in the minutes of 17th May be ADOPTED and APPROVED.”
C/293/23 – QUESTIONS
It was proposed by Councillor F. Timmons and seconded by Councillor S. O’Hara:
“That pursuant to Standing Order 13, Questions 1 to 15 be ADOPTED and APPROVED.”

Planning
C/294/23 - Q1 Item ID:79298 – Clondalkin ACA
Proposed by Councillor F. Timmons
To ask the Chief Executive for a detailed report on the Clondalkin ACA and what investigations took place to extend it and the findings from same? What has been added onto Clondalkin ACA?
REPLY:
The ACA in Clondalkin was investigated as part of the County Development Plan process and related motions informing the Draft Plan that went on public display seeking an extension.  The published Draft Plan included NCBH20 Objective 10 which stated:
‘To extend Clondalkin’s Architectural Area (ACA) subject to an assessment of the roadways, buildings and historic features as set out in Appendix 3C’
On foot of this objective a conservation consultant was engaged to investigate the ACAs in Clondalkin and assess the proposed extensions to them, having regard to Appendix 3C which was a list of roads and various features for potential inclusion, including Monastery Road area, Green Road, St. John’s Wood, Orchard Road, New Road, Knockmeenagh Road, Convent Road, Boot Road, Watery Lane and Yellow Meadows Park, Nangor Road, Station Road and Ballymanaggin, Ninth Lock road and Cherrywood Crescent. 
The assessment was carried out professionally based on the methodology set out in the Departmental Guidelines ‘Architectural Heritage Protection Guidelines for Planning Authorities, 2004’ as revised and updated 2011.
The outcome of that investigation was the inclusion of St. Brigid’s Cottages in the townland of Bushelloaf and of the 9th Lock and Ballymanaggin Lane as two new ACAs in Clondalkin. No other areas reviewed met the requirements and criteria set out in the Guidelines for the identification of architectural conservation areas.
C/295/23 - Q2 Item ID:79461 – Camac Valley 
Proposed by Councillor W. Carey
To ask the Chief Executive what actions have been taken against the landowners to prevent the lands adjacent to Camac Valley caravan park being used as a storage facility for trucks, containers, trailers and other such materials.
REPLY:
In relation to the above matter, an enforcement file was opened and a Warning Letter was served on September 12th. Following on from this with alleged unauthorised development was investigated and the file was closed on 13/01/23 as no unauthorised development was taking place.
C/296/23 - Q3 Item ID:79462 – Lands adjacent to the Green Isle Hotel
Proposed by Councillor W. Carey
To ask the Chief Executive if they can offer an explanation for the works undertaken at the lands between Green Isle Rd/N7 adjacent to Green Isle Hotel car park and to explain the lack of information on the interactive planning maps that do not offer any information on previous works or applications at this site?
REPLY:
A Planning Enforcement Complaint was received in relation to works at the site referenced. An enforcement file has been opened and a Warning Letter issued on 11/05/23. An interactive map of the County accompanies the County Development Plan and contains all the related zoning and designations. A second map is accessible through the website which maps current and past planning applications.
C/297/23 - H2 Item ID:79538 – New Works 
(No Business)
C/298/23 - C1 Item ID:79527 - Correspondence
(No Business)
C/299/23 - M1 Item ID:79465 – Traffic Management Structures
Proposed by Councillor W. Carey and Seconded by Councillor F. Timmons:
Cathaoirleach's Business
That this Area Committee agrees that SDCC shall insist as part of the traffic management structures put in place for the Clonburris SDZ ,that all trucks exiting sites should be "watered down" before entering the public streets and that regular intensive clean up of the public street be adhered to. In particular traffic exiting site on to the Fonthill road should only do so after excess dirt is removed from construction vehicles. NB: the current situation at Fonthill Rd is completely unacceptable to the point where the colour of traffic cones is undeterminable. These cones need to cleaned and replaced on a regular basis as well as the verges between cones being cleaned and cleared.
The following report by the Chief Executive which had been circulated was READ:
The Delivery Team in Planning have liaised with the developers at this location. Four separate active sites and sets of contractors are accessing the Fonthill Road, namely contractors for the South Link Street (SLS) and Cairn Homes from the western side directly onto Fonthill Road and contractors for Irish Water, Kelland Homes and South Link Street from the eastern side via the train station access road.
The ongoing SLS works interface into the Fonthill Road with construction of the new road alignment at the junction. This means that site traffic has to cross the active site which is currently at capping level immediately prior to merging with the public road. This limits the available space for wheel washing before driving on the public road and for this reason full time road sweeping and dust suppression was deemed most suitable by the contractors and is in operation on a full time basis. In addition the SLS contractor has a power washer and hardstand area for washing down their vehicles at the entrance to their site compound. The housing developers also have a series of mitigation measures within their respective sites.
The traffic management set up on Fonthill Road is monitored by the SLS contractor and this contractor has indicated they will improve their monitoring and keep the cones clean. The active developers in the area have co-ordination meetings and this issue was raised as an area for discussion. The Delivery Team in Planning will continue to liaise with the developers to ensure improvements. 
A discussion followed with contribution from Councillors W. Carey, F. Timmons and E. Ó Broin. Mr. E. Burke, A/Senior Planner responded to the members queries and the motion was AGREED.
Transportation
C/300/23 - Q4 Item ID:79294 – Taking in Charge
Proposed by Councillor S. O'Hara
To ask the Chief Executive for an update on taking in charge of Saggart estates Drury Mills and Crossforge?
REPLY:
Drury Mills and Crossforge have been offered for Taking in Charge in 2018.  Since then there has been no engagement by the developer on producing the required information to progress the Taking in Charge of these two estates.  Circa 21 no. items have to be investigated during a typical TIC process.  This requires significant cooperation on the part of the developer to successfully complete these checks and reports on the build quality of the estate. 
C/301/23 - Q5 Item ID:79371 – HGV’s Encroaching Footpaths
Proposed by Councillor F. Timmons
To ask the Chief Executive would they investigate the following and report on same? As HGVs have been encroaching on pathway at traffic lights at Fonthill Rd / Newlands there is a safety issue with vehicles turning left coming from Tallaght into Newlands Close.
Q5 Newlands Close Picture

REPLY:
The picture attached shows the damage caused by HGV's to the pedestrian crossing and the grass verge.  The traffic section will look at modifications that can be done to stop this damage happening.  The changes will also improve pedestrian safety at this location.  The Traffic Team will come back to the TMM with a sketch design of the proposed remedial works and a timeline for completion.
C/302/23 - Q6 Item ID:79463 – Playspace in Graydon Estate
Proposed by Councillor W. Carey
To ask the Chief Executive if and when the play space area in Graydon Estate, Newcastle will be open and if it’s part of the taking in charge process?
REPLY:
The developer and SDCC Public realm are working through the issues of the Taking in Charge of the Play space in Graydon.  It is the intention to Take the Play Space in Charge when the outstanding items are resolved.
In general terms, the Taking in Charge process of the Gaydon Estate is progressing well (70% complete).  There is good engagement with the developer in progressing through the checks and submitting the required information to complete the process. 
C/303/23 - Q7 Item ID:79483 – New Bicycle Pumps
Proposed by Councillor E. Ó Broin
To ask the Chief Executive for an update on their efforts to have new connections put on the two street bicycle pumps in Clondalkin?
REPLY:
Yes, we have arranged with our contractor to visit, assess and repair the two Bike Repair Stations in Clondalkin Village. 
C/304/23 - H3 Item ID:79419 – Salt Bin Strategy
The following report was presented by Mr. G. Walsh, Senior Engineer:
H-I 3 Salt Bin Strategy
A discussion followed with contribution from Councillors T. Gilligan, E. Ó Broin, S. O’Hara and W. Carey. Mr. G. Walsh, Senior Engineer responded to the members queries and the report was NOTED. 
C/305/23 - H4 Item ID:79517 – Proposed Declaration of Roads to be Public Roads
(No Business)
C/306/23 - H5 Item ID:79540 – New Works
(No Business)
C/307/23 - C2 Item ID:79529 - Correspondence
(No Business)
C/308/23 - M2 Item ID:79337 – Traffic Management Plan
Proposed by Councillor W. Carey and Seconded by Councillor E. Ó Broin:
Cathaoirleach's Business
'That this Area Committee calls on the council to create and implement a Traffic management plan to deal with the increased level of traffic between the N7 and Greenogue Business Park.'
The following report by the Chief Executive which had been circulated was READ:
The traffic section will write a letter to each of the business owners in Greenogue requesting that they look at their management of goods deliveries to avoid the peak traffic times of 08:00a.m. to 09:30a.m. and 3:00p.m. to 6:00p.m.
A reduction in HGV traffic at these peak times will greatly alleviate general traffic congestion in this area.
A discussion followed with contribution from Councillors W. Carey, E. Ó Broin and F. Timmons. Mr. J. Hegarty, Senior Engineer responded to the members queries and the motion was AGREED.
C/309/23 - M3 Item ID:79297 – Popes Lane
Proposed by Councillor F. Timmons and Seconded by Councillor E. Ó Broin:
That this Area Committee requests that a physical sign identifying 'Popes Lane' is put up (see attached Map).  On the Logainm.ie website which is backed by DCU and the Department of Tourism, Culture, Arts, Gaeltacht, Sport and Media as well as the EU, shows 'Popes Lane', (pedestrian lane at side of Central public house in Clondalkin village).
The following report by the Chief Executive which had been circulated was READ:
The area detailed in the Motion above is Taken in Charge by the Council.  There are no contrary postal or other source addresses for this location. 
SDCC are prepared to put a sign up at an agreed location saying "Popes Lane".  We will order the signs immediately.  The delivery lead time for signage of this sort is lengthy at this moment.
M3 Popes Lane on map LOGAINM.IE
Following a contribution from Councillor F. Timmons, Mr. J. Hegarty, Senior Engineer responded to the member’s query and the motion was AGREED. 
C/310/23 - M4 Item ID:79403 – Pedestrian Crossing 
Proposed by Councillor S. O'Hara and Seconded by Councillor F. Timmons:
That this Area Committee requests SDCC to examine the need for a pedestrian crossing at Supervalu Newcastle.
The following report by the Chief Executive which had been circulated was READ:
A series of traffic surveys have been carried out in this area. The results are currently under review. This will inform the type of suitable pedestrian crossing to be installed.  A full report will be brought to the TMM.
A discussion followed with contribution from S. O’Hara and W. Carey. Mr. J. Hegarty, Senior Engineer responded to the members queries and the motion was AGREED. 
C/311/23 - M5 Item ID:79487 – Roads Programme 2024
Proposed by Councillor E. Ó Broin and Seconded by Councillor F. Timmons:
That this Area Committee agrees to include Garters Lane (Saggart) and Monastery Road (Clondalkin) on the roads programme for 2024.
The following report by the Chief Executive which had been circulated was READ:
Garter's Lane and Monastery Rd will be added to the list for consideration for the 2024 RWP
Following contribution from Councillor E. Ó Broin, Mr. G. Walsh, Senior Engineer responded to the member’s query and the motion was AGREED. 
Libraries & Arts
C/312/23 - Q8 Item ID:79368 – SDCC Libraries
Proposed by Councillor F. Timmons
To ask the Chief Executive that SDCC Libraries look at what additional supports they could provide in way of English classes, summer kids programmes and education around Irish systems etc they could deliver for BOTPs and IPs Staying in our Clondalkin area?
REPLY:
Clondalkin library staff have visited to local centres that refugees and asylum are residing.  Bringing information on the library and council services.  The library provides an information sheet on local and government services and how to apply etc. The forms have been translated to the various languages needed.  Clondalkin library does not currently host English classes to this cohort as facilitators are hard to find, however we do signpost to the local Adult Education Centre who do provide the service.  We also signpost to our sister library in Tallaght where volunteers run English conversation classes Monday - Thursday 11:30 to 13:30 daily, these are very well attended and provide a social aspect also.  We have purchased a range of books and printed materials in the identified languages for both children and adults.  We are fortunate to have a member of staff who speaks Ukrainian, Polish and Russian and this has proved invaluable in our outreach programmes and in our translation requirements.  A small group of children  in the Direct Provision centre in Clondalkin have worked directly with a member of the Clondalkin staff on a Philosophy project and this culminated with group visiting UCD.
C/313/23 - H6 Item ID:79518 – Application for Arts Grants
(No Business)
C/314/23 - H7 Item ID:79519 – Library News & Events
The following report was presented by Ms. E. Perry, Executive Librarian:
H-I 7 Libraries Events Stats
H-I 7 Libraries Report June 2023
A discussion followed with contribution from Councillors E. Ó Broin, F. Timmons and W. Carey. Ms. E. Perry and Ms. L. Corry, Senior Executive Librarian responded to the members queries and the report was NOTED. 
C/315/23 - H8 Item ID:79536 – New Works 
(No Business)
C/316/23 - C3 Item ID:79525 - Correspondence
(No Business)
C/317/23 - M6 Item ID:79367 – Information Outreach Sessions
Proposed by Councillor F. Timmons and Seconded by Councillor S. O’Hara: 
That this Area Committee requests that SDCC Libraries Organise information outreach sessions so that ordinary people can understand and appreciate the SDCC's systems and also what the SDCC can do, cannot do, and why. (This could help to improve the public's understanding of SDCC's powers and obligations, and also SDCC's limitations)
The following report by the Chief Executive which had been circulated was READ:
South Dublin County Council will review the organising of information outreach sessions in the form of workshops and Q&A sessions for citizens to learn more about what their Council can do for them and how best to access the services the Council offers. This programme will require cross department input and planning to ensure all areas of the Council can be represented.
Following contribution from Councillor F. Timmons, Ms. E. Perry, Executive Librarian and Ms. L. Corry, Senior Executive Librarian responded to the members queries and the motion was AGREED. 
Economic Development
C/318/23 - H9 Item ID:79533 – New Works
(No Business)
C/319/23 - C4 Item ID:79523 - Correspondence
(No Business)
Performance & Change Management
C/320/23 - H10 Item ID:79537 – New Works
(No Business)
C/321/23 - C5 Item ID:79526 - Correspondence
(No Business)
Corporate Support
C/322/23 - H11 Item ID:79532 – New Works
(No Business)
C/323/23 - C6 Item ID:79635 - Correspondence
C6 response to M78945
The correspondence was NOTED. 
C/324/23 - M7 Item ID:79024 - Bawnogue Shops
Proposed by Councillor F. Timmons and Seconded by Councillor E. Ó Broin:
That this Area Committee writes to the owner of Bawnogue shops and request they fix the many pot holes some that are damaging locals cars
The following report by the Chief Executive which had been circulated was READ: 
If the Motion is agreed, a letter will issue to the owner of Bawnogue shops as outlined above on behalf of the Clondalkin area committee.
A discussion followed with contribution from Councillors F. Timmons, E. Ó Broin and W Carey. Ms. S. Conroy, Senior Executive Officer responded to the members queries and the motion was AGREED. 
C/325/23 - M8 Item ID:79372 – School Assembly Halls
Proposed by Councillor F. Timmons and Seconded by Councillor W. Carey:
That this Area Committee requests SDCC to liaise with the appropriate authorities to enable school assembly halls (details supplied of relevant schools) to be used for recreational purposes outside of school hours and during the annual school holidays. (Leaving school assembly halls vacant, especially during the long school holidays, is a waste of space and could be a source of funding for the schools, as long as the rental fee is affordable by local groups.)
The following report by the Chief Executive which had been circulated was READ: 
If the Motion is agreed, a letter will issue to the relevant schools as outlined above on behalf of the Clondalkin area committee.
A discussion followed with contribution from Councillors F. Timmons, E. Ó Broin and W Carey. Ms. S. Conroy, Senior Executive Officer responded to the members queries and the motion was AGREED. 
C/326/23 - M9 Item ID:79484 – Clondalkin Civic Office
Proposed by Councillor E. Ó Broin and Seconded by Councillor F. Timmons:
That this Area Committee acknowledges that the arrangements in place for the upkeep of the facade, pillars and plaza of Clondalkin Civic Office are inadequate and agrees to request measures to address this.
The following report by the Chief Executive which had been circulated was READ: 
The upkeep of the façade of the Clondalkin Civic Office building is included in the cyclical programme of works of the Council’s Facilities Management.  Tenders regarding grounds maintenance and the cleaning of windows, facias, soffits, and architectural cladding / facades are currently in process.  Painting of the pillars and steelwork is planned with estimates sought for this specific work.
Painting of the internal public areas within the Clondalkin Civic Offices was carried out in 2022.
The Public Realm Section maintain the plaza and shrubberies in front of the Civic Offices.  The area is litter picked three times a week on Monday, Wednesday and Fridays.  The shrubberies at the front of the building were pruned recently and top dressed with bark mulch.  Litter was also taken out of the planters and 3 bicycles were removed from the river Camac.
A discussion followed with contribution from Councillors E. Ó Broin, F. Timmons, W. Carey and S. O’Hara. Mr. M. Murtagh, A/Senior Executive Officer responded to the members queries and the motion was AGREED. 
C/327/23 - M10 Item ID:79486 – Events in Corkagh Park
Proposed by Councillor E. Ó Broin and Seconded by Councillor F. Timmons:
That this Area Committee thanks the Public Realm section for the facilitation of the recent Darkness into Light and Relay for Life events in Corkagh Park and also agrees to write to the organising committees of both events to congratulate them on their efforts.
The following report by the Chief Executive which had been circulated was READ: 
If this motion is agreed, a letter will be issued to the organising committees of both events to congratulate them on their efforts. Responses, if received, will be circulated to the Members.
A discussion followed with contribution from Councillors E. Ó Broin, F. Timmons and W. Carey. Ms. S. Conroy, Senior Executive Officer responded to the members queries and the motion was AGREED. 
Environment
C/328/23 - Q9 Item ID:79370 - Graffiti
Proposed by Councillor F. Timmons
To ask the Chief Executive would he consider that SDCC establish a dedicated graffiti removal team for all South Dublin especially from public areas and to give an update on each graffiti site highlighted by Clondalkin Tidy Towns.?
REPLY:
South Dublin County Council is responsible for ensuring that public roads are kept litter free (including graffiti) in so far as it is practically possible, and the prevention of the creation of litter through the following measures:
1. Enforcement and Regulation
1. Public Realm operations programmes
1. Delivery of Communication, Education & Awareness programmes
1. Development of protocols for response to service requests
SDCC removes graffiti as it arises around the County, using staff and probation services to respond urgently to any graffiti that is considered offensive due to its content.
To assist in combatting Graffiti, The Anti-Litter and Anti-Graffiti Awareness Grant is made available to community groups and schools through the Environmental Awareness Section. In addition, the South Dublin Canvas project continues to be delivered and is used to discourage graffiti on traffic light boxes.
It is a criminal offence to deface property, and it is a requirement of Section 20 of the Litter Pollution Act 1997 for property owners to remedy defacement.
The purpose of this protocol is to set out clearly the basic principles for the Council’s management of graffiti, and to provide consistency in approach to graffiti removal across the county:
1. If the graffiti is on public property, the Council will arrange for its removal. Depending on the type of surface chemicals or paint will be used.
1. It is the responsibility of all property owners to remove graffiti from their premises.  Where graffiti is on private property the Council will request the property owner to remove the graffiti in the first instance. Depending on the location, and if the property faces onto a strategic public place, the Council will endeavour to have the defacement removed. The Council will require indemnity from the property owner or an agent of the property owner to enter onto the property for the purpose of removal of the defacement. The property owner or an agent of the property owner will sign an indemnity, and, in all cases, there will be a fee involved. No works will take place on private property in the absence of such indemnity and no chargeable work will be carried out until such charges are agreed by both parties.
1. If the graffiti is on utility boxes belonging to utility companies, the company concerned will be contacted and requested to remove the graffiti. There is currently a formal Memorandum of Understanding in place with four utility providers. These will be kept under review as part of this protocol.
In a limited number of circumstances, it may not be possible to remove the graffiti owing to difficulties accessing sites.
There is continuous assessment of benefits and rewards available under the Social Credits Scheme and as groups develop and engage in the Social Credits Scheme more requests are being received and approved for assistance with removal of Graffiti.
A full evaluation of the graffiti removal situation in the County is required and will be undertaken as part of the Litter Management Plan review. The idea of a dedicated graffiti team can be considered as part of this review.  The provision in the 2023 budget for graffiti removal is limited and the extension of the service, if required, will have implications for the Budget.  This issue will need to be addressed when the estimate of expenditure for Budget 2024 is being prepared.
Clondalkin Tidy Towns continue to highlight many graffiti sites around their local area. SDCC continue to work with Public Realm, the Probation service crews, other Departments in SDCC responsible for certain graffiti sites and also the utility companies who own the utility boxes. We strive to remove graffiti as quickly as possible especially in cases where it is offensive and are disheartened just as much as the Tidy towns committee, Councillors and the public to see more graffiti in place where it has only been removed from sites within days previous.  
C/329/23 - Q10 Item ID:79481 – Illegal Dumping
Proposed by Councillor E. Ó Broin
To ask the Chief Executive to outline all the measure they have taken to deal with illegal dumping of waste in the vicinity of the Lealand estate in Bawnogue, Clondalkin?
REPLY:
 All incidences of illegal dumping are investigated by our enforcement teams, and where evidence relating to specific households is gathered actions under the Litter Pollution Acts and Waste Management Acts, as amended are taken. However, from inspection, no direct evidence has been gathered of late.
Communications under the South Dublin County Council Household & Commercial Waste Bye-Laws 2018 was carried out by Authorised Persons in the Waste Enforcement Section in April and May of this year. Evidence of compliance with the bye-laws, specifically section 2.1: Obligation to participate in a waste collection service, was sought from a number of households in proximity to the site of the dumping,  and based on the lack of evidence supplied, 4 fixed payment notices were issued to households.
South Dublin County Council will continue to work with local residents and representatives to bring a cessation to this illegal activity.
C/330/23 - Q11 Item ID:79482 – RIC Barracks
Proposed by Councillor E. Ó Broin
To ask the Chief Executive to describe their efforts to contact the owners of the former RIC Barracks on the Old Nangor Road in Clondalkin which has been abandoned for some time, and is becoming increasingly overgrown with ivy?
REPLY:
At various times, efforts made by Enforcement and Licencing, EWCC to contact the owner of the property include:
1. calling to business premises operated by the owner
1. written correspondence to business premises operated by the owner
1. telephone calls to business operated by the owner
1. conversations with estranged relatives of the owner
1. posting notices on the property
Title to the property is not registered in the land registry. Conveyance of title to the current owner has not been completed.
C/331/23 - H12 Item ID:79534 – New Works
(No Business)
C/332/23 - C7 Item ID:79522 – Correspondence
C6 response to M79032
The correspondence was NOTED.
C/333/23 - M11 Item ID:79444 – Tree Stumps
Proposed by Councillor S. O'Hara, Seconded by Councillor F. Timmons and unanimously AGREED without debate to accept the Chief Executive’s report:
That this Area Committee requests to remove the tree stumps in place at Hillview, Rathcoole? The stumps impedes access to cars.
REPORT:
The stumps in Hillview have been listed for removal.  Car parking in the vicinity of the stumps has prevented access to carry out the work to date.  Works are due to occur within the next fortnight. 
Water & Drainage
C/334/23 - H13 Item ID:79541 – New Works
(No Business)
C/335/23 - C8 Item ID:79530 - Correspondence
(No Business)
Public Realm
C/336/23 - Q12 Item ID:79369 – WW1 Memorial
Proposed by Councillor F. Timmons
To ask the Chief Executive to issue an answer in regard to the WWI Memorial stone What is the compromise SDCC are prepared to accept?
REPLY:
As per recommendation to the Infrastructure Naming committee 03 June 2022, Public Realm recommend that a revised working be submitted for the proposed wording / engravings on the Memorial Stone. Individual names should not be included in this proposal as this will not be permitted by SDCC. The proposal should be reflective of a universal and inclusive remembrance of those who lost their lives in World War 1, a key objective of the Decade of Centenaries Programme (2012-2023).
C/337/23 - Q13 Item ID:79455 – “No Mow May”
Proposed by Councillor W. Carey
To ask the Chief Executive to outline the policy on grass cutting in various districts and to enquire if the policy is consistent across the county ? Is there a "no mow may" policy in place for some districts and not others. is this a viable policy for the upkeep of estates along streetscapes and small greens ? NB. the recent heavy growth on grass verges etc that was left unchecked particularly in the Bawnogue area has been viewed negatively throughout the district. Can the manager add comment to the policy?
REPLY:
The No Mow May is an annual campaign which is encourages everyone to put away the lawnmower during the month of May to help our native wildlife. The initiative which started by Plantlife in the UK has gained traction among many homeowners in Ireland due to the promotion of it by the National Biodiversity Data Centre in partnership with An Post.
In South Dublin County Council, the Pollinator Action Plan sets out a broad range of actions that SDCC are committed to implementing over the next five years.  All actions are based on reversing declining bee populations in Ireland.  Two of the actions which relate to grass management are the Long Flowering Meadows and Short Flowering Meadows.
The Long Flowering Meadow involves a restructuring of mowing patterns and timings with a one cut per annum grassland management regime. Currently the Public Realm Section manages approximately 167 hectares as natural meadows (long flowering meadows).  The cutting of the meadows is an important part of their healthy management.
Some of the meadow areas are cut at the tail end of the flowering season in late summer and early autumn.  This mimics traditional hay meadow management techniques.  Other meadow areas are left to overwinter and cut in Spring.  This provides nesting and overwintering habitats for many insects. 
The Short Flowering Meadows involves restructuring of mowing patterns and timings to approximately 5 cuts per annum.  Short flowing meadows are designed to suit public open spaces in residential areas where long flowering meadows may not be practical.  This is an objective of the All-Ireland Pollinator Plan and an environmentally enhancing way of managing public open space.  The cutting and collecting programme allows short flowering species to flower and set seed, while also aiming to reduce the overall competition from grass species as the ground is depleted of nitrogen.
Short flowering meadows were first trialled in 2022 on 8.81 hectares throughout the county.  Due to its success the initiative has been expanded to approximately 18 hectares in 2023.  South Dublin County Council intend to continue identifying suitable areas in public open spaces throughout the County to expand the short flowering meadow programme. 
Delivery of pollinator supportive meadow management is a key action in SDCC's Climate Change Action Plan and the strong support of local elected members and local communities in the delivery of both the Pollinator Action Plan and the SDCC's Climate Change Action Plan is very much welcomed. 
Some information on SDCC's actions in this regard is available on SDCC's website at this link: Pollinators - SDCC
C/338/23 - H14 Item ID:79539 – New Works
(No Business)
C/339/23 - C9 Item ID:79528 - Correspondence
(No Business)
C/340/23 - M12 Item ID:79464 – Upgrade to Entrance of St. Cuthbert’s Park
In accordance with Standing Order No. 13, it was AGREED by the Cathaoirleach in consultation with the Members to vary the sequence of business and consider Motion 15 in tandem with this item as they were of a similar subject matter.
Proposed by Councillor W. Carey and Seconded by Councillor F. Timmons:
Cathaoirleach's Business
That this Area Committee agrees that SDCC should seek to upgrade the vehicle entrance to St Cuthberts park and to make it a more aesthetically pleasing and secure entrance.
The following report by the Chief Executive which had been circulated was READ:
The location in question is identified in the St Cuthberts Park upgrade works to include the following:
1. Replacement of existing kissing gate with new entrance area defined by low walls and new kissing gate, tied into existing maintenance gate to one side and to the low stub wall on the other, and with new block paving.
1. Repairing/painting of existing maintenance access gate.
Tender documents are in the process of being compiled and it is intended to advertise in Q3.  Construction is planned to commence in Q4 and continue for the 12 months thereafter.
C/341/23 - M15 Item ID:79373 – Upgrade to Entrance of St. Cuthbert’s Park
Proposed by Councillor F. Timmons and Seconded by Councillor W. Carey:
That this Area Committee supports Rathgael Residents calls for a Low wall for around 40ft at entrance to Cuthberts park from Rathgael to Deansrath school needs fence as high as pillar to stop bins been brought into park to set fires and groups sitting dealing and quads etc getting into park
The following report by the Chief Executive which had been circulated was READ:
The location in question is identified in the St Cuthberts Park upgrade works to include the following:
1. Replacement of existing kissing gate with new entrance area defined by low walls and new kissing gate, tied into existing maintenance gate to one side and to the low stub wall on the other, and with new block paving.
1. Repairing/painting of existing maintenance access gate.
While there is currently no railing on top of the wall in the proposal this will be examined to see if it is something that will improve the area and can be included.  Tender documents are in the process of being compiled and it is intended to advertise in Q3.  Construction is planned to commence in Q4 and continue for the 12 months thereafter.
A discussion followed with contribution from Councillors W. Carey, F. Timmons and E. Ó Broin. Mr. D. Fennell, Senior Executive Parks Superintendent responded to the members queries and the motions were AGREED. 
C/342/23 - M13 Item ID:79266 – James Connolly Park
Proposed by Councillor T. Gilligan, Seconded by Councillor F. Timmons and unanimously AGREED without debate to accept the Chief Executive’s report:
That this Area Committee replace the 2 trees that were removed , located just beside this sign, beside No 70 james Connolly park. also, to clean the name sign that was spray painted recently.
REPORT:
The two trees in question were planted in December 2022 and while there is no detail as to why they are no longer present they were most likely vandalised or stolen.  The planting list for 2023 is fully committed and while every effort will be made to replace them in the current year, if this is not possible they will be included in the 2024 planting list.
The graffiti on the name sign has been removed.
C/343/23 - M14 Item ID:79267 – James Connolly Park
Proposed by Councillor T. Gilligan, Seconded by Councillor F. Timmons and unanimously AGREED without debate to accept the Chief Executive’s report:
That this Area Committee requests a clean-up James Connolly park, cutting the grass, the bushes etc to enhance the estate.
REPORT:
The open spaces in James Connolly Park are included in the regular grass maintenance programme for the area.  The open spaces were inspected recently and were found to be cut and tidy.  It was noted at the time of inspection that a street tree had been pruned by a 3rd party and the pruning’s were inserted into the hedge of the open space adjacent to Ninth Lock Road.  Arrangements will be made to have this dumped material removed.
Hedge and shrub pruning in the estate is carried out in the winter period where required in compliance with the Wildlife Act 1976 as amended by the Wildlife (Amendment) Act 2000.
C/344/23 - M16 Item ID:79489 – Edging on Footpaths
Proposed by Councillor E. Ó Broin and Seconded by Councillor S. O’Hara:
That this area committee agrees to carry out edging along the footpaths of Woodford Walk in Clondalkin where the grass verge has encroached on the footpath.
The following report by the Chief Executive which had been circulated was READ:
The edging of grass along footpaths is not something that is normally carried out by the Public Realm Section as part of routine maintenance.  To carry out the work, staff need to be freed-up from existing work programmes and reassigned.  The location in question has been listed for edging and will be carried out as soon as it can be accommodated.  Every effort will be made to carry out the works in Q3.
A discussion followed with contribution from Councillors E. Ó Broin and F. Timmons. Mr. D. Fennell, Senior Executive Parks Superintendent responded to the members queries and the motion was AGREED. 
Community
C/345/23 - Q14 - Item ID:79239 – Saggart School House Community Centre
Proposed by Councillor T. Gilligan
To ask the Chief Executive to outline possible funding avenues available for the following in Saggart: Muga for Saggart School House Community Centre?
REPLY:
The Council has secured funding of €380,000 from the Department of Rural and Community Development within the Community Recognition Fund Programme towards the costs of landscaping, installation of a MUGA/play area and outdoor event area within the grounds of the Saggart School House Community Centre.
Community Services Dept will work with Public Realm Section in the Council and liaise with the local Board of Management of the centre to progress this project.
C/346/23 - Q15 Item ID:79480 – Funding for Community Groups
Proposed by Councillor E. Ó Broin
To ask the Chief Executive if there are financial supports available to community groups (e.g. Clondalkin Tidy Towns) for the purchase of tea, coffee and cakes for events they organise which allow social inclusion and active participation of asylum seekers?
REPLY:
We encourage groups to be partner funders and make a small contribution to event cost. The local authority general funds more tangible costs such as equipment, rent, insurance, entertainment hire costs and we ask groups to cover refreshment cost as their contribution. This is a more justifiable use of public finance. 
C/347/23 - H15 Item ID:79516 – Deputations for Noting
(No Business)
C/348/23 - H16 Item ID:79531 – New Works
(No Business)
C/349/23 - C10 Item ID:79521 - Correspondence
(No Business)
Housing
C/350/23 - H17 Item ID:79535 – New Works
No Business)
C/351/23 - H18 Item ID:79544 – Housing Delivery Report
The following report was presented by Ms. B. Pierce, Senior Executive Officer:
H-I 18 Housing Delivery Report
A discussion followed with contribution from Councillors F. Timmons, E. Ó Broin and W. Carey. Ms. B. Pierce, Senior Executive Officer responded to the members queries and the report was NOTED. 
C/352/23 - C11 Item ID:79524 - Correspondence
(No Business)



Before the meeting concluded Councillors F. Timmons, E. Ó Broin and S. O’Hara along with Ms. S, Conroy thanked Councillor W. Carey for the hard work and support during his time as Cathaoirleach. Councillor W. Carey, expressed his thanks to the staff in particular Ms. S. Conroy for the co-operation and guidance throughout the year. 
The meeting concluded at 17.16P.M.

Siniú 	_____________________________                     Dáta _________________
	Cathaoirleach
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