COMHAIRLE CHONTAE ATHA CLIATH THEAS

SOUTH  DUBLIN  COUNTY  COUNCIL

	Minutes of South Dublin County Council meeting held on 8th May 2006


	PRESENT


	Councillors
	Councillors

	Ardagh, M.
	Maloney, E.

	Cullen, G.
	McCarthy, F.

	Daly, J.
	McDermott, T.

	Daly, M.
	Murphy, M.

	Dowds, R.
	Neville, J.

	Gilligan, T.
	O’Conchúir, S.

	Hannon, J
	O’Connell, G.

	Jones, C.
	Ridge, T.

	Keane, C.
	Tuffy, E.

	Keating, D.
	Walsh, E.

	King, C.
	Warren, K.

	Lahart, J.
	White, A.

	Laing, S.
	


OFFICIALS PRESENT

	County Manager
	J. Horan 

	Directors / Heads of Function
	P. Poole, F. Coffey, B. Hickey, J. Walsh, C. Henehan and M. Pyne

	Senior Executive Officers
	B. Coman, M. Judge, P. Murphy, J. Quinlivan, F. Nevin

	Senior Planners
	P. Hogan, M. Kenny

	Project Planner
	F. Lennon

	Administrative Officers
	T. Shanahan, P. Doherty, M. Hayes

	Senior Staff Officers
	U. Donnellan, H. Keane

	Staff Officer
	T. Fallon

	Clerical Officer
	M. Furney

	IT Support
	C. Whelan


The Mayor, Councillor T. Ridge presided. 

(C/0278/06)
CONFIRMATION AND RE-AFFIRMATION OF MINUTES
a) Minutes of Meeting of South Dublin County Council, 10th April 2006, which had been circulated, were submitted and APPROVED as a true record and signed.
(C/0279/06)
TERENURE/RATHFARNHAM AREA COMMITTEE (2) - 11TH APRIL 2006 DEALING WITH COMMUNITY, PARKS, ENVIRONMENT AND HOUSING 
It was NOTED that there was no business under this heading.
(C/0280/06)
TALLAGHT AREA COMMITTEE (1) - 18TH APRIL 2006 DEALING WITH ENVIRONMENT, PARKS, COMMUNITY (1 REPORT - GRANTS) AND HOUSING
Community Business:
The report by the Manager, which had been circulated, was CONSIDERED:

“Application for Grants

Applications for grants under the Council’s Community Grants Scheme have been received from the organisations listed below.  Payment of these grants, in accordance with the conditions of the scheme, in the amounts set out hereunder, is recommended for approval:

	Ref:
	Group

	Type of Application


	Date of Application
	Amount



	SCRA 1719

GF 1400
	And And And Foroige Club,

St Dominic’s NS, 

Tallaght
	Need & Feasibility Study for Development of Facilities


	10/03/06
	€2,000

	SCRA 510

GF 1402
	Tallaght Youth Band.

St Mary’s Primary School,

Tallaght Village


	Major Equipment Grant
	27/03/06
	€3,000

	SCRA 1720

GF 1401
	Moby Community Childcare Project,

Tallaght Centre For The Unemployed,

St Dominic’s Hall,

Tallaght
	Single Interest Grant
	09/03/06
	€14,000


A Contribution is being made to the following group:

	Ref:
	Group

	Type of Application


	Date of Application
	Amount



	
	St Thomas Senior School, Jobstown, Tallaght
	Contribution towards Tenth Annual Book Week (29 May – 2 June)
	05/04/06
	€800


Application for Grants (Arts Act 2003)

Application for a grant under the Council’s Arts Grants Scheme has been received from the organisation listed below.  Payment of this grant, in accordance with the conditions of the scheme, in the amount set out hereunder, is recommended for approval.

	Ref:
	Group

	Type of Application


	Date of Application
	Amount

€

	SCRA 1712

AGF 533
	PACT,

16 Belgrave Road,

Rathmines.
	Unveiling of Sculpture in Tymon Park, 16th September 2006
	12/03/03
	€600


It was proposed by Councillor E. Maloney, seconded by Councillor J. Hannon and RESOLVED:
“That this Committee recommends that South Dublin County Council approve payment of the above grants recommended in the foregoing report”

It was proposed by Councillor T. Ridge seconded by Councillor J. Hannon and RESOLVED:
“That the recommendations contained in the report of the South Dublin County Council Tallaght Area Committee (2) 18th April 2006 – Community Department be ADOPTED and APPROVED.”
(C/0281/06)
TALLAGHT AREA COMMITTEE (2) - 24TH APRIL 2006 DEALING WITH ROADS, PLANNING, DEVELOPMENT AND CORPORATE SERVICES
It was NOTED that there was no business under this heading.

(C/0282/06) LUCAN /CLONDALKIN AREA COMMITTEE (1) - 27TH APRIL 2006 DEALING WITH DEVELOPMENT, PLANNING, CORPORATE SERVICES AND ROADS
It was NOTED that there was no business under this heading.

(C/0283/06)
LUCAN/CLONDALKIN AREA COMMITTEE (2) - 3RD MAY 2006 DEALING WITH ENVIRONMENT, PARKS, COMMUNITY (1 REPORT - GRANTS) AND HOUSING
Community Business:
The report by the Manager, which had been circulated, was CONSIDERED:

“Application for Grants

Applications for grants under the Council’s Community Grants Scheme have been received from the organisations listed below. Payment of these grants, in accordance with the conditions of the Scheme and in the amounts set out hereunder, is recommended for approval:

	Ref:
	Group

	Type of Application


	Date of Application
	Amount



	SCRA

1621

GF 1377
	Palmerstown Active Retirement Association,

Palmerstown Parish Centre
	Minor Equipment Grant
	25/01/06
	€750

	SCRA 1548

GF 1338
	Esker Celtic Football Club,

Hermitage Park,

Lucan
	Major Equipment Grant
	21/09/05
	€3,000

	SCRA 1647

GF 1330
	South Dublin Football League,

Ballyowen Park,

Lucan


	Single Interest Grant
	17/08/05
	€40,000


It was proposed by Councillor Fintan Mc Carthy seconded by Councillor Eamon Tuffy and RESOLVED:

“That this Committee recommends that South Dublin County Council approve payment of the above grants as recommended in the foregoing report”

It was proposed by Councillor T. Ridge seconded by Councillor R. Dowds and RESOLVED:
“That the recommendations contained in the report of the South Dublin County Council Lucan/Clondalkin Area Committee (2) 3rd May 2006 – Community Department be ADOPTED and APPROVED.”
(C/0284/06)
ENVIRONMENT SPC MEETING, 3/05/06 - CONFIRMED MINUTES OF MEETING HELD    1ST FEBRUARY 2006
“Minutes of the Environment Strategic Policy Committee

Held on 1st February 2006

Present:-

Elected Members:
Cllr. T. McDermott




Cllr. C. King




Cllr. S. Laing




Cllr. E. Maloney




Cllr. G. O’Connell




Cllr. E. Walsh

Sectoral Interests:
Ms C. Kiernan




Mr B. Buckley




Professor V. Rice

Council Officials:
Ms M Pyne, Director of Services.




Mr D. Finch, Senior Engineer




Mr M. Coleman, Senior Executive Officer




Ms M. Ni Dhomhnaill, Environmental Awareness Officer




Mr P. Fleming, Administrative Officer




Ms B. Cox, A/Assistant Staff Officer

Apologies:

Cllr. M. Corr

The Chairperson, Cllr. T. McDermott presided.

ENV/SPC/01/06
Adoption of Minutes

The minutes of the meeting of 9th November 2005 were proposed by Cllr T McDermott, seconded by Cllr C. King and ADOPTED.

ENV/SPC/02/06
Report on Junk Collection 

The following report was presented to the meeting.

“A comprehensive report was presented to the Strategic Policy Committee meeting held on 9th November 2005 regarding junk collection in South Dublin County.  The report provided detailed information on the service provided by the Council, the cost implications in recent years resulting from increased population size and increased generation of waste and outlined key issues for attention.

Following discussion, it was agreed to provide a further report to the Committee.  The policy issues to be considered are:

1.
Timing of the Junk Collection Service

It has been suggested that the timing of the service, which heretofore took place from September to November/December, has contributed to problems of dumping and bonfires at Halloween.  Consideration is underway, regarding the possibility of timing the collections earlier in the year.  On a transitional basis in 2006, the service may take place from June/July to September, with a longer term objective from 2007, of carrying out the service from April to June or July.  In relation to the bonfire problem, it is proposed to present a special report to a future meeting of the SPC to update the members of the progress of an interdepartmental committee established by Environment Department, which is collaborating with Community, Parks and Housing Departments in order to address the bonfire problem.

2.
Collection Frequencies

There are over 82,000 houses in the County, approximately 9,000 of these in RAPID areas and 73,000 in non-RAPID.  The Council currently provides an annual junk collection service to the 9,000 in RAPID areas and the rest on a five year rota.  The 73,000 houses spread over five years means that the Council would provide a service to approximately 14,600 houses in non-RAPID areas on the collection schedule each year (that is if all housing estates are included for consideration).  This has not been possible to date.  For example, in 2005 we collected from 9,000 houses in RAPID areas and 12,000 in non-RAPID areas (total 21,000).  This was only possible in 2005 due to the WEEE initiative which removed disposal costs for electrical items from the junk collection.  In 2004 the Council was in a position to include 9,500 non-RAPID houses only along with the 9,000 RAPID.   It is obvious that many housing estates have not yet been added to the junk collection database, the best estimate at present is that there are about 60,000 to 65,000 houses (of the total number of 82,000) in the Junk Collection Schedule.

If RAPID areas were collected every second year, the Council could have included 16,500 non-RAPID houses in the 2005 collection along with the 4,500 RAPID.  The scope to include 16,500 non-RAPID houses would enable the five year rota arrangement to be maintained for the foreseeable future without difficulty. The reduction in frequency of collections in RAPID areas is absolutely necessary in order to ensure that the 'one in five years' frequency elsewhere is maintained.

The special arrangement for housing estates in RAPID areas was introduced in line with an action contained in the County Strategy Implementation Plan 2003-2005.  The Implementation Plan has now been reviewed and amended for 2006, and this specific item is no longer an action within the strategy.  The question for consideration at this time is whether there should continue to be a more frequent service provided in RAPID areas than in the rest of the County.  The information available on the tonnages being generated suggests that a frequency of service once every two years for RAPID housing estates will facilitate the continuation of the five yearly rota for the non-RAPID housing estates, while continuing to provide an enhanced service to the RAPID areas of disadvantage.  This requires ongoing review as the growth of housing development in the County will inevitably lead to greater demand.

3.
Cost Recovery

It is worth noting that South Dublin County Council is one of very few local authorities who provide a junk collection service from householders free of charge.  While the existence of the service may prevent waste being dumped etc., it is also important that householders be encouraged to bring waste for disposal directly to the Council’s Ballymount Civic Amenity and Recycling Centre.  Many residents associations have excellent arrangements for coordinating community cleanups and arrange to obtain skips at their own expense.  This approach is in line with the Council’s and Government policy of polluter pays and should also be encouraged.  While the Council acknowledges that the junk collection service is very useful for those who have no means of transport to dispose of waste, or who have insufficient means to privately pay for skip hire, the sustainability of the service may require in the future the levying of an appropriate charge to (a) recover the cost of disposal and (b) influence awareness of the need to minimise waste.

4.
Introduction of WEEE Directive

The introduction of legislation in August 2005 regarding the disposal of waste electrical and electronic equipment has had some effect on the quantities of waste material being disposed of at junk collections.

Since August 2005, householders may return an item of WEEE for disposal free of charge either (a) to the retailer, when purchasing a similar item or (b) to the local authority Civic Amenity Centre.

This legislation covers all Waste Electrical and Electronic Equipment ranging from fridges, freezers, TVs, computers to smaller items such as irons, toasters, kettles, clocks etc.  Householders should be encouraged to avail of this service, thereby reducing the amount of waste which can accumulate.”

Following contributions from Councillors G. O’Connell, E. Walsh, C. King, S. Laing and Ms Kiernan which were responded to by Ms M. Pyne and Mr D. Finch the report was NOTED, and it was agreed that it would be recommended to the Council recommending that the junk collection be provided to householders in RAPID neighbourhoods every second year as distinct from the current annual service, in order that other householders in the County can continue to receive the service at five yearly intervals.

ENV/SPC/03/06
Beautiful South Dublin County – Schools Competition

The following report which was presented to the Committee by Ms Ni Dhomhnaill, Environmental Awareness Officer was NOTED.

Report on Beautiful South Dublin County – Schools Competition

“South Dublin County Council is sponsoring a new Environmental Schools Competition.  Applications were sent to 133 schools in South Dublin County (33 primary and 100 post primary).  The closing date for entries is end March 2006.  Presentations of prizes will take place in May 2006.  The competition is targeting both Primary and Post Primary schools with a special section for Transition year students.  The categories for each group are as listed below:

Category




Judging Groups
Primary Schools:

Art competition outlining the 


Junior infants – 2nd class

Principles of Reduce, Reuse

& Recycle




3rd class – 6th class

Secondary Schools

Project based on



1st – 3rd year students

“Your environment now and how

to make it better”



5th – 6th year students

Multimedia presentation



Transition year”

“Litter, make it go away”

ENV/SPC/04/06
Presentation on Recycling Household Waste (made to the Oireachtas Joint Committee of Environment and Local Government)

This presentation was made by Ms M. Pyne and it concerned South Dublin County Council’s recycling services, recycling infrastructure and future proposals under the Waste Management Plan for the Dublin Region 2005 – 2010.  Contributions followed from Councillors E. Maloney, S. Laing, E. Walsh, G. O’Connell, Mr B. Buckley and Professor V. Rice which were responded to by Ms M. Pyne and Mr D. Finch.
ENV/SPC/05/06
Report on the Bring Bank Working Group

The following report was NOTED, and during the subsequent discussion Cllr. G. O’Connell indicated that he would join the Working Group which is due to next meet on 22/2/06.

Bring Bank Working Group Report

Following discussion at the November 2005 meeting of the Committee regarding the challenges facing the Council to increase the number and usage of bring bank facilities, it was decided to establish a Working Group.

The Members of the Group are:-

Cllr. Tony McDermott

Cllr Marie Corr

Cllr Cathal king

And two officials Maire Ni Dhomhnaill (Environmental Awareness Officer) &

Peter Moffat (Senior Staff Officer, Environmental Services Dept.)

The primary objective of the Group is to encourage the opportunity to recycle glass, cans, plastic and textiles by the provision of bring banks in local neighbourhoods in accordance with the Dublin Waste Management Plan.  This objective will be achieved by

-
Increasing the number of locations of bring banks.

-
Increasing the usage of bring banks thus increasing recycling.

-
Reducing the misuse of bring banks i.e. dumping, littering and antisocial behaviour.

Progress to date

The Working Group has met on two occasions since its inception and are working on the following recommendations:-

1. The incorporation of bring banks at the planning application stage of all new developments.

2. Piloting an underground bring bank system and evaluating its use.

3. The development of an adopt a bin policy for businesses in the County.

4. That all community centre and sports clubs funded by public monies should provide space for bring banks.

5. The adoption of a Name & Shame policy for those found littering at bring banks sites.

6. That it would be a prerequisite of a community grant application that recycling facilities are provided.

7. A refund/reward initiative to encourage greater recycling.

ENV/SPC/06/06
Report on SPC Remit – Heritage Issues

The following report was circulated to the Committee:

“Strategic Policy Committees were established in South Dublin County Council in 2001, in order to provide a forum for discussion on policy matters relating to the various Council Directorate(s) and their areas of responsibility.

The Environment SPC has a broad range of interests, which is defined by the activities of the Environmental Services Department, and the Budgets approved by the elected members to deliver those services.

These activities include:

· Waste Management

· Recycling

· Environmental Awareness

· Water Management

· Drainage Issues

· Regional Infrastructure Requirements

At the November meeting of the Strategic Policy Committee, a request was made by Professor Rice that the Committee consider the need for an inventory of Environmental Heritage.  However, the Heritage Function in South Dublin County Council is within the remit of the Planning Department and therefore this request should be referred to the Economic Development SPC which deals with matters relating to the activities of the Council’s Planning Department.”

Following contributions from Cllr. T. McDermott and Professor V. Rice, Ms M. Pyne informed the Committee that this issue does not fall within the remit of the Environment SPC and it was agreed to liaise with the Economic Development SPC in this regard.

ENV/SPC/07/06
Consideration of UK proposals for new nuclear facilities 

Details of correspondence submitted by the Chairman in relation to this issue were circulated to the Committee members.
ENV/SPC/08/06

A presentation on recycling was made by Cllr. M. Murphy.

The meeting concluded at 7 p.m.”
The report was NOTED.
(C/0285/06)
HOUSING AND SOCIAL SPC MEETING, 4/05/06 - CONFIRMED MINUTES OF MEETING HELD ON 2ND FEBRUARY 2006
“MINUTES OF THE MEETING OF THE HOUSING AND SOCIAL DEVELOPMENT STRATEGIC POLICY COMMITTEE MEETING HELD ON THURSDAY 2nd FEBRUARY, 2006

PRESENT:

MEMBERS:


OFFICIALS:
Cllr. M. Corr (Chair)

P. Poole


Director of Housing

Cllr. C. King


J. Quinlivan

Senior Executive Officer

Cllr. M. Ardagh


M. Fagan

Senior Executive Officer

Cllr. R. Dowds


P. Murphy, 

Senior Executive Officer

Cllr. J. Hannon


M. O’Shaughnessy
Senior Executive Officer

Cllr. E. Maloney


B. Hynes

Administrative Officer

Cllr. T. Ridge


J. Kelly


A/Senior Staff Officer

Cllr. T .Gilligan

Cllr. T. McDermott

Cllr. J. Daly

Mr. Roderick Smith   
-   Community Forum

APOLOGIES:
Ms. M. Deaton – Trade Union 

1. Minutes

The minutes of the Housing and Social Development Strategic Policy Committee Meeting held on 10th November 2005, were proposed by Councillor J. Hannon and seconded by Roderick Smyth.

2. Matters Arising

Cllr. M. Corr informed the meeting that the Scheme of Letting Priorities which were adopted at the January 2006 Council Meeting, were awaiting approval from the Minister of the Department of Environment, Heritage and Local Government. 

3. Addition to Affordable Housing Scheme

M. O’Shaughnessy, Senior Executive Officer gave a comprehensive synopsis of the Affordable Housing Initiative Scheme.  Ms. O’Shaughnessy updated the Members with information regarding another option of eligibility for this scheme, which includes a ceiling of €56,000 p.a. (single earner) and €140,000 (dual income).  Finance will be provided by the Financial Institutions which have been agreed with the Department.  The number of housing schemes completed and schemes near completion were dealt with.

Following discussion to which Councillors T. Ridge, R. Dowds, T. McDermott  and J. Hannon contributed Ms. M. O’Shaughnessy, Senior Executive Officer and Ms. P. Poole, Director of Housing responded to queries raised.

4. Report on the Review of the Application Form for D.P.G. and  E.R.G.

Mr. J. Quinlivan, Senior Executive Officer summarised the report.

Following discussion to which Councillors T. Ridge, R. Dowd, J. Hannon, C. King and C. Corr, E. Maloney and Community Forum representative R. Smyth contributed, Mr. J. Quinlivan, SEO responded to queries raised.  

It was proposed by Councillor R. Dowds, seconded by Councillors J. Hannon, T. Ridge, C. King, T. Gilligan, M. Ardagh and Community Forum representative R. Smyth:

“That the Housing and Social Development Strategic Policy Committee recommends that South Dublin County Council write to the Department of the Environment to very significantly increase the maximum persons grant (currently €20,320), inline with current construction costs”.

The recommendation was passed.

5. Report on Anti-Social Behaviour Action Plan

Mr. J. Quinlivan, Senior Executive Officer summarised the report and informed the Members that housing officers were compiling a list of locations of areas to be secured with the emphasis on reducing anti-social behaviour.  John invited the Members to submit any further areas they may have for inclusion on the final list.  All submissions to be forwarded by Friday, 10th February, 2006.  

Following discussion to which Councillors M. Corr, T. Ridge, R. Dowds, M. Ardagh, C. King, E. Maloney and Community Forum representative R. Smyth contributed, Mr. J. Quinlivan, Senior Executive Officer, responded to queries raised and highlighted that the Budget for 2006 was being revised with a view to increasing available finances, for this Action Plan.  

6. Report on Homelessness in South Dublin

Mr. P. Murphy, Senior Executive Officer summarised the report.

Following discussion to which Councillors M. Corr, E. Maloney, C. King, T. Ridge, M. Ardagh, J. Hannon and Community Forum representative R. Smyth contributed, Mr. P. Murphy, Senior Executive Officer responded to queries raised.  P. Murphy, informed the Members that the report will be forwarded to the February, 2006 County Council Meeting for approval.

The Members highly commended the above report.

7. Report on Rental Accommodation Scheme

Following discussion to which Councillors R. Dowd, T. Gilligan and C. King contributed Mr. M. Fagan, Senior Executive Officer responded to queries raised.

Councillor M. Corr informed the meeting that it was suggested to hold an informal meeting with the Private Rented Tenancies Board to discuss issues of interest regarding this Scheme.  A REPLY: awaits”.

The meeting concluded at 19.05 p.m.”
The report was NOTED.
(C/0286/06)
STANDING COMMITTEES - ORGANISATION, PROCEDURE AND FINANCE COMMITTTEE
It was NOTED that there was no business under this heading.
(C/0287/06)
REPORTS REQUESTED BY AREA COMMITTEES
It was NOTED that there was no business under this heading.
(C/0288/06) 
QUESTIONS 
It was proposed by Councillor T. Ridge, seconded by Councillor E. Maloney and RESOLVED:

“That pursuant to Standing Order No. 13 Questions numbered Q1 to Q26 be ADOPTED and APPROVED.” 

(C/0289/06)
SOCIAL HOUSING OPTIONS FOR SINGLE UNEMPLOYED MALES
QUESTION:  Councillor R. Dowds   
To ask the Manager to outline the social housing options for single unemployed males living at home :- 

a)  Can they go on the housing list?

b)  Is it the case that they can't avail of rental allowance because they're not on the housing list?

c) Can the Manager indicate how single unemployed males can acquire social housing?

REPLY:
Under the Council’s Scheme of Letting Priorities single adults with no dependants who have adequate accommodation available to them in their family home will not be considered for Council housing save on the recommendation of the Medical Referee.
The Council’s positive completion and stamping of the Supplementary Rental Allowance form simply confirms applicant’s eligibility for the Council’s Housing List (i.e. that they have a real and present housing need that they are unable to meet from their own resources).  The ultimate decision to grant Rent Allowance rests with the Health Board.

Single adults can apply for inclusion on the Housing List if they are residing outside of the family home.

(C/0290/06)
INCOME FROM PRIVATE RESIDENTIAL TENANCIES BOARD
QUESTION:  Councillor R. Dowds   
To ask the Manager;

1)  How much has been received by the County Council in income from the Private Residential Tenancies Board to date?

2)  Are these funds ring-fenced to provide funds to inspect dwellings for stability?

3)  How many inspections of dwellings have taken place since the council began to receive these funds to date?

REPLY:
A payment in the sum of €68,963 was received from the Private Residential Tenancies Board to fund the inspection of private rented dwellings in the county during 2006.

This money will be utilised for that purpose only.

The exact number of inspections carried out to date is being collated in the two health administrative areas that comprise the county and will be made available to the Councillor as soon as they are received.
(C/0291/06)
COUNTRY-WIDE PLASTIC COLLECTION SERVICES
QUESTION: Councillor D. Keating   
To ask the Manager to report on the country-wide plastic collection services, what improvement can be reported in this service and to what extent Local Residents of this county can expect the plastic collection-point service to be enhanced in the near future?

REPLY:
Under the Waste Management Plan for the Dublin Region 2005 – 2010, the four Dublin Local Authorities are committed to “continual improvement of the green bin service.”  With this commitment in mind, the four Dublin Local Authorities propose to include plastic collection in the green bin service when the upgraded Regional Material Recovery Facility (MRF) is operational, as this facility will provide the technology to segregate the waste streams. This regional facility will be developed on land owned by Dublin City Council located at Ballymount in South Dublin County. The City Council is currently preparing an application for planning permission for the facility.  

Pending the introduction of plastic bottles into the kerbside collection system, the Council provides containers for plastic bottles recycling at ten Bring Bank Centres throughout the county in addition to the facilities available at the Ballymount Civic Amenity.  Almost 250 tonnes of plastic were collected and recycled in 2005 from bring banks in South Dublin County, which represents about 4.5 million plastic bottles. 

Two further plastic recycling Bring Banks will be provided in 2006 at Quarryvale, Clondalkin and at Jobstown, Tallaght respectively. 

(C/0292/06)
ANTI-SOCIAL PROBLEMS IN SOUTH DUBLIN
QUESTION: Councillor D. Keating   
To ask the Manager to present a full and detailed report on the full extent of the anti-social related problems in South Dublin on the various departments in this County, including all costs associated with such damages?
REPLY: 
The Housing Department are at present presenting statistics in relation to anti-social behaviour in Local Authority Estates for the first quarter of 2006 at Area Committee Meetings. As the Housing Department's statistics represent the level of reports that are being received by the Estate Management Section, the figures cannot be said to be an accurate reflection of the level of anti-social taking place in our estates, only that being reported to the Council. Attached are the Area staistical Reports.
The Housing Departments Estate Management Budget contains two elements in 2006 and is broken down as follows –
Anti Social Behavior  (Responding to ASB Incidents)  €972,800
Estate Management    (Aimed at Prevention of ASB)     €804,700
Total                                                                       €1,777,500
Other Departments of the Council deal with anti-social behaviour in a variety of locations throughout the county however, it is not possible to identify the true level of the Council's activity in this area. 
A recent initiative, launched by the Manager at Corporate Policy Group level, will see anti-social behaviour identified as a priority area for all areas of the Council. This initiative will see the matter raised at each Strategic Policy Committee with a view to identifying solutions within each of their remits. This will result in an organisational strategy in relation to anti-social behaviour.
(C/0293/06)  
TRAFFIC CONGESTION
QUESTION: Councillor D. Keating   
To ask the Manager to report on what recent representations this Local Authority has made to the Government given the increasing traffic congestion being experienced by motorists in South Dublin and the consequential negative impact on the quality of life of the families of this county. Arising from any such representations, what improvements can be expected by the people of South Dublin and within what time frame?
REPLY:
The relief of traffic congestion is a key element of the Transportation Strategy of this county.  The Transportation Strategic Policy Committee has since its inception endeavoured to review every aspect of our transportation policy.  The Dublin Transportation Office 'Platform for Change' is the foundation on which this policy is grounded and the two main interdependent elements of this strategy are:
1. Infrastructure and services improvements to increase the supply of transport, including a substantial expansion of the public transport network, some strategic road construction and traffic management.

2. Demand Management, to reduce the growth in travel through the application of land use and other policies while maintaining economic progress, and which is designed to encourage a transfer of trips, especially at peak periods, from the private car to sustainable modes of transport (such as public transport, cycling and walking).

As an integrated strategy this will be most effective when both elements are implemented together.

The areas that this Council can address in the improvement of infrastructure are being pursued rigorously - National Roads Programme, Non National Roads Programme, Quality Bus Corridor Programme, expansion of the Traffic Managment Centre, Cycle Lanes, construction of Green Cycle Routes and Mobility Management .  Representations are ongoing to the Department of Transport, Department of the Environment, National Roads Authority, Dublin Transportation Office, Railway Procurement Agency, Dublin Bus amongst others, with regard to all issues arising from their programme in this County as well as the Greater Dublin Area.

At present we are in contact with the Department of Transport with regard to the implementation of our bus based Park & Ride Programme and pressing the case for a school tranport pilot project.  With the National Roads Authority there is an ongoing interface to deliver the M50 and N4 improvements and to define the timescale for the N81 scheme.  Our Non-National Road Programme is gaining momentum as design work and Part 8 procedures progress.

The Department of Transport and Dublin Bus are being pressed constantly for improvements to the bus service to avail of our recently constructed Quality Bus Corridor network.  Similarily the Department of Transport, Dublin Transportation Office and the Railway Procurement Agency have been requested to liaise with this Council to allow detailed route planning of the proposed Metro and LUAS lines to proceed as matter of urgency.

The main improvements to the County infrasture which will relieve traffic congestion are listed above, with Phase 1 of the M50 Improvement Scheme completed within two years, being the major one.  Other schemes will be delivered as set out in their detailed programmes and in combination with improved public transport will be the key drivers in reducing traffic congestion and improving the quality of life.

(C/0294/06)
FIRE DAMAGE TO COUNCIL OWNED HOUSES/APARTMENTS

QUESTION Councillor C. King   
To ask the Manager, to list the number of Council owned houses and apartments that have been damaged by fire over the past two years and list the corresponding causes identified for each of these fires and can the Manager make a statement on the matter?
REPLY:
Attached is a list of premises damaged by fire over the past two years and where known ,the cause of the fire.
 In all case the Council arranges for a full electrical inspection to be carried out following a fire to ascertain whether or not the electrics in the house was at fault.
In none of the cases in the attached list can faulty wiring be attributed to the cause of the fire. This is of particular concern and interest to the Council's Response Maintenance Section who have invested considerable resources in ensuring that all houses and apartments in our stock are properly and safely wired in accordance with statutory regulations and where procedures are in place to respond immediately ( 24 hours a day , 7 days a week ) to reports of electrical problems from tenants.
One of the main causes of domestic house fires are unattended chip -pans and the Council last year circulated all tenants with a leaflet from Dublin Fire Brigade on the dangers associated with use of chip -pans.Tenants are also advised ( see recently circulated guide to Housing Maintenance / Council and Tenant Responsibility  ) that reports of electrical problems will be dealt with as emergencies.
Tenants are advised to contact the Council immediately if they have any concerns with regard to fire safety in their homes and ongoing works on Refurbishment Programme houses and houses handed over to Maintenance Section for repair and relet are designed to reduce the risk of fire.  The new programme on the installation of fire alarms in all housing stock will hopefully contribute to the reduction of fire in homes. 
 Council Tenants  have an obligation to ensure that all sensible and practical steps are taken by them to safeguard themselves and their families against fire. Housing Response Maintenance Section will be pleased to advise tenants if requested to do so on appropriate measures that they may take to protect their homes against the risk of fire.
	
	Fire damaged stock Clondalkin / Lucan area for the period 01/01/2004 to 26/04/2006

	
	
	
	

	DR Number
	Addresss
	Date of Fire
	Cause

	
	
	
	

	5104
	17 Lealand Road
	29/08/2005
	Chimney fire

	6002
	8 Lealand Gardens
	20/11/2005
	Malicious

	6005
	11 Lealand Gardens
	20/11/2005
	Malicious

	6117
	11 Dunawley Grove
	25/01/2005
	Child playing with matches

	6492
	13 Lindisfarne Park
	06/11/2005
	Chip pan

	8450
	12 Deansrath Park
	12/08/2005
	Malicious - petrol bomb

	8462
	5 Deansrath Green
	14/05/2005
	Unknown

	8658
	22 Melrose Park
	14/10/2005
	Smoking in bedroom

	10981
	7 Kilmahuddrick Lawns
	28/06/2004
	Unknown

	12965
	25 Old Tower Cresent
	18/09/2004
	Malicious - petrol bomb

	13570
	24 Rowlagh Gardens
	23/02/2004
	Malicious

	49604
	26 Rowlagh Avenue
	08/05/2004
	Hair Straightner left on floor

	49993
	11 St Marks Grove
	29/04/2004
	Child playing with lighter on a bed

	50004
	6 St Marks Close
	18/09/2004
	Malicious

	50171
	36 St Marks Gardens
	10/01/2004
	Malicious

	51530
	85 Harelawn Park
	10/07/2004
	Malicious

	53183
	30 Greenfort Gardens
	17/01/2005
	Kitchen fire - chip pan 

	53271
	20 Greenfort Cresent
	28/03/2004
	Unknown

	53519
	31 Shancastle Park
	28/10/2005
	Malicious - fire works 

	54014
	18 Foxdene Grove
	07/02/2005
	Malicious - clothes drying by fire 

	12802
	9 St Finians Avenue
	19/02/2004
	Kitchen fire 

	49442
	10 Moorefield Drive
	19/06/2004
	Kitchen fire

	
	
	
	


	Fire damaged stock Tallaght area for the period 01/01/2004 to 26/04/2006

	
	
	

	Addresss
	Date of Fire
	Cause

	
	
	

	304 Cushlawn Park
	13/01/2004
	Unknown

	29 Drumcairn Park
	27/01/2004
	Bedroom fire

	9 Knockmore Green
	13/02/2004
	upstairs fire

	31 Glenshane Crescent
	28/02/2004
	Unknown

	44 Donomore crescent
	12/04/2004
	Malicious

	48 Donomore crescent
	12/04/2004
	Malicious

	17 Kilmartin Drive
	03/05/2004
	Malicious

	24 Rossfield park
	03/05/2004
	Malicious

	5 Kiltalown Road
	06/05/2004
	Malicious

	14 Bawnlea Avenue
	06/08/2004
	Malicious

	Jobstown Depot
	08/08/2004
	Malicious

	7 Brookview Park
	09/08/2004
	kitchen fire

	109 Kiltalown Road
	05/09/2004
	Malicious

	1 Brookview Way
	11/09/2004
	kitchen fire

	20 Glenshane Close
	18/09/2004
	Malicious

	12 Glenshane Close
	18/09/2004
	Unknown

	10 Bawnlea Avenue
	23/09/2004
	Smoke damage

	14 Bawnlea Avenue
	23/09/2004
	Unknown

	12 Bawnlea Avenue
	23/09/2004
	Smoke damage

	8 Rossfield Green
	08/10/2004
	Unknown

	6 Rossfield Green
	08/10/2004
	due to fire 8 Rossfield Green

	10 Rossfield Green
	08/10/2004
	due to fire 8 Rossfield Green

	36 Glenshane Drive
	10/11/2004
	Malicious

	18 Cushlawn Park
	12/11/2004
	kitchen fire

	21 Bawnlea Drive
	26/11/2004
	Unknown

	58 Kilcarrig Crescent
	08/12/2004
	Downstairs fire

	8 Knockmore Gardens
	09/12/2004
	kitchen fire - chip pan

	10 Brookview Avenue
	15/02/2005
	smoke damage due to 8 Brookview Ave

	8 Brookview Avenue
	15/02/2005
	Malicious

	43 Donomore avenue
	03/03/2005
	due to fire at No 41 Donomore Avenue

	41 Donomore Avenue
	03/03/2005
	Unknown

	
	
	

	Addresss
	Date of Fire
	Cause

	
	
	

	14 Rossfield Park
	01/04/2005
	Unknown

	7 St Dominics Court
	05/04/2005
	Unknown

	99 Donomore Crescent
	07/04/2005
	Unknown

	9 Glenshane Green
	11/04/2005
	smoke damage due to 15 Glenshane Green

	15 Glenshane Green
	11/04/2005
	Unknown

	12 Kilmartin Green
	14/05/2005
	fire damage due to petrol in front of house

	3 Glenshane Lawns
	30/05/2005
	Kitchen fire - chip pan

	10 Russell Place
	01/06/2005
	Unknown

	15 Cushlawn Close
	03/07/2005
	Unknown

	33 Kiltalown View
	04/08/2005
	Malicious

	15 Kilmartin Crescent
	22/08/2005
	Kitchen fire

	14 Roebuck Drive
	12/09/2005
	kitchen fire - chip pan

	1 Brookview Parade
	08/10/2005
	2 burning cars pushed up to front of 1 & 2 Brookview way

	2 Brookview Parade
	08/10/2005
	 burning cars pushed up to front of 1 & 2 Brookview way.

	1 Palmer Park
	16/10/2005
	Unknown

	17 Wellington Cottages
	21/10/2005
	kitchen / dining room fire

	12 Cushlawn Avenue
	22/10/2005
	Fire - bus burned outside house caused damage to canopy outside house

	14 cushlawn Avenue
	22/10/2005
	Bus burned outside no 12 cushlawn avenue burned no 14.

	450 Cushlawn Park
	24/10/2005
	Malicious

	25 Knockmore drive
	24/10/2005
	Malicious

	23 Cloonmore Crescent
	01/11/2005
	Children playing with lighter and lit paper,curtains caught fire

	10 Cloonmore close
	15/11/2005
	Kitchen fire

	5 brookview drive
	20/11/2005
	glass broke and incendiary item thrown into house.  

	16 Rossfield Court
	17/12/2005
	Unknown

	14 Rossfield Court
	17/12/2005
	Smoke damage as result of fire at No. 16. Rossfield Court

	163 Donomore Park
	30/12/2005
	Malicious - petrol bombed

	9 Kilmartin drive
	07/01/2006
	Bedroom fire

	2 Bawnlea Drive
	17/01/2006
	Bedroom fire

	8 Rossfield Drive
	27/01/2006
	Unknown

	2 Jobstown Village Square
	29/01/2006
	Bedroom fire

	95 donomore Park
	30/01/2006
	Kitchen fire

	122 Killinarden Heights
	02/02/2006
	Unknown

	9 allenton crescent
	20/02/2006
	Sitting room fire

	3 Tymon North Avenue
	21/02/2006
	Kitchen fire

	19 whitechurch close
	05/03/2006
	Unknown


(C/0295/06)
TAKING IN CHARGE OF HOUSING ESTATES
QUESTION: Councillor C. King   
To ask the Manager, (A) to list the total number of Housing Estates in the County that have been taken in charge in the last twelve months and (B) to list the dates these Estates were built and (C) taking into consideration progress made towards further taking in charge how many other Estates are envisaged to be taken in charge in the next twelve months? 

REPLY:
1.
The following estates were taken in charge during 2005

Reg Ref. 
Estate Name
Location
Developer           Year of
 





 Completion*
S98A/0909
Ard Mor Estate
Fortunestown
Durkan New Homes Ltd. 
      2001

S98A/0885
Castlegrange
Clondalkin
Durkan New Homes Ltd.
2001

S93A/0069
Corbally (Ph.1)
Tallaght
Ballymore Homes Ltd.
1995

S93A/0069
Corbally (Ph 2) 
Tallaght
Ballymore Homes Ltd.
1995

S95A/0546
Corbally Heath
Tallaght
Altara Developments Ltd.

S99A/0771
Fairgreen
Saggart
HSS Ltd.
2003

S93A/0131
Glenaulin Green (Ph 1)
Palmerstown
Whitecourt Construction.
1996

S93A/0131
Glenaulin Green (Ph 2)
Palmerstown
Rudden Bros.
1996

S95A/0468
Mill Court
Deansrath
Durkan New Homes Ltd.
1998

S97A/0471
Monastery Heath 
Clondalkin
Kelland Homes Ltd.
2002

92A/0026
Old Court, (Phase 1)
Old Court
Cunningham Bros. Ltd.

93A/1517
Old Court (Phase 2) 
Ballycragh Tallaght
Cunningham Grou
1996

S94A/0269
Tynan Hall
Ballymount
Kelland Homes Ltd.
1996

S97A/0262
Whitechurch Stream
Rathfarnham
Alan Madigan
1999

2.
The following Estates have been taken in charge to date in 2006

S95A/0671
Fforster Estate
Willsbrook, Lucan
Tierra Ltd.
2000

S94A/0241
Prospect Downes
Rathfarnham
Albany Homes Ltd. 
2001

S94A/0382
Prospect Manor
Stocking Lane
Cavan Developments
1997

3.
The following estates have been prioritised for taking in charge during the year 2006. (The parent planning permissions register reference is included for the Councillors information).

Reg. Ref.

Estate Name

Location
Developer


Year *
S95A/0408

Esker Meadow

Lucan

Dwyer-Nolan Ltd.


2000

S97A/0559

Hayden’s Pk (Phase 1)
Lucan

Kingscroft Ltd. & Tower Hs.
2005

S97A/0559

Johns Bridge Est.
Griffeen, Lucan

Castlethorn/Gable Dev.

2005

S95A/0481

Moy Glas (Phase 2)
Lucan

Castlethorn/Courtland

2005

S94A/0196 
 Ash Park

Esker Lane
Cavan Developments

1998

S97A/0065

Carrighmore Estate
Aylesbury
Kranock Construction Ltd.

2000

S01A/0348

Castlefield Avenue
Knocklyon
Brian Durkan & Co. Ltd. 

2004

S95A/0353

Daletree (Phase 1 & 2)
Ballycullen
Maplewood Homes

1996

S94A/0335

Ely Manor

Ballycullen
Maplewood Homes

1996

S96A/0303

Ferncourt (Phase 1 & 2)
Ballycullen
Maplewood Homes            
1998

89A/0024

Orlagh Grove (Phase 2)
Scholarstown
Menolly Properties Ltd. 

S94A/0037

Pairc Gleann Trasna
Aylesbury
Kranock Construction Ltd.

2000

89A/0285

Upper Cross

Ballyowen Lane
Liam Wall Construction

Estates where drainage remains to be taken in charge






S94A/0303

Sundale (Phase 1)
Tallaght

Kelland Homes Ltd. 

1996

S94A/0303

Sundale (Phase 2)
Tallaght

Kelland Homes Ltd. 

1996

S95A/0267

Sundale (Phase 3)
Tallaght

Kelland Homes Ltd. 

1995

S96A/0572

Sundale (Phase 4)
Tallaght

Kelland Homes Ltd. 

S97A/0794

Sundale (Phase 6)
Tallaght

Kelland Homes Ltd. 

2001

*   Year of completion is based on the year in which the last development contribution was paid

In the majority of the above cases various taking in charge works remained outstanding which delayed the initiation of the taking in charge process such as works to hydrants, manholes, footpaths and kerbs, public lighting and drainage. 

It should be noted  that, generally speaking the Council provides services such as, public lighting, roads sweeping, bin collection and the maintenance of public spaces where the necessary development works have been completed, in advance of the formal taking-in-charge of estates 

It is the policy of this Council to ensure that all necessary taking in charge works are carried out by developers. To ensure the implementation of this policy the security, which is lodged by the developer, at the commencement of the development is held by the Council and is released only on certification that all necessary works have been carried out.

(C/0296/06)
CALCULATION OF COUNCIL TENANTS RENT PAYMENTS
QUESTION: Councillor C. King   
To ask the Manager, to identify the reasons for the extremely significant changes in the calculations for Council tenants rent payments which has resulted in some households rents increasing by almost one hundred percent and can he make a statement on the matter? 

REPLY:
A new method for calculating rent has been introduced for 2006 to take into account recommendations made in the Council’s Social Inclusion Unit “Poverty Proofing” report on the previous Differential Rent Scheme. 

The 2006 Differential Rent Scheme involves a re-balancing of rents charged to create greater equity, requiring an increased contribution from households with more than one income, whose incomes support it and without causing affordability problems and a reduced contribution from lower single income households.

 A return of household income is not being requested this year. The effect of this is that pay increases and increases in social welfare rates of payment announced in the Government’s December Budget are not being assessed which benefits all tenants.

As a general guide households with multiple income earners will see an increase in rent whereas single income households will see rents either unchanged or marginally increased/reduced in 2006 depending on different household circumstances.  

Under the new scheme rent is calculated at 10% of total household income, less Tax and PRSI contributions, plus 50 cent.  Assessable income is reduced by 3.00 per dependant child (1.00 in 2005 - increase of 200%) to further help families with dependent children.

FIS (family income supplement) is no longer assessed for rent under the New Scheme, a further benefit to low income households. The complete list of excluded incomes is contained in the 2006 Differential Rent Scheme. 
A cap was introduced to ensure that where rents increased due to the new method of calculation, the increases would be restricted to a maximum of 50% over current rent.

The new rents were applied from February 25th 2006 and compare favourably with rents charged in the Dublin Area, particularly in the context of poverty proofing.  

(C/0297/06)
HOUSING REFURBISHMENT PROGRAMME
QUESTION Councillor C. King   
To ask the Manager, to report on progress made in relation to housing refurbishment programmes currently taking place within the County identifying the number of units refurbished to date in each area and are these numbers in line with the timeframes given at the commencement of the individual programmes? 

REPLY:
The Department of the Environment, Heritage and Local Government conveyed budget cost approval in the sum of €11.5m to South Dublin County Council for the Refurbishment of a total of 313 council rented dwellings in Moorfield(113), Greenfort & Shancastle (100) and Cushlawn (100) estates.

Refurbishment works are being carried out on a phased roll-out basis over a four year period from 2003 – 2007.  The programme commenced in September, 2003, and a total of 326 units have been successfully completed to date, realising and exceeding the target that was initiately set out.   All of the units in Moorfield Estate, Clondalkin, have been completed in their entirety.  

The exact break down of units refurbished is detailed below:-

	
	Cushlawn
	Moorfield
	Greenfort
	Shancastle
	Total

	2003
	9
	2
	0
	2
	13

	2004
	56
	45
	11
	6
	118

	2005
	77
	36
	24
	32
	169

	2006
	4
	Completed
	13
	6
	23

	In Hand 
	2
	Completed
	0
	0
	2

	Total
	148
	83
	49
	46
	326


In order to continue with subsequent phasings of the Refurbishment Programme, an application has been made to the Department of Environment, Heritage and Local Government for an additional 100 units in Cushlawn and 100 units in Quarryvale estate.  In addition, an environmental upgrade programme will form an integral part of the next phasing of the programme. 

This application was made in April, 2006, and a decision from the Department in this regard, in order to proceed with Phase Two of the programme, is expected shortly. 

(C/0298/06)
REVIEW OF LOCAL ELECTORAL BOUNDARIES
QUESTION: Councillor F. McCarthy   
To ask the Manager to contact the Minister for the Environment and Local Government as a matter of urgency requesting an immediate review of Local Electoral boundaries in light of the massive democratic deficit that exists within the county with regard to the number of councillors allocated to each electoral area when population and voter numbers in each area are compared with other areas. Could the report presented to this meeting include a breakdown of the current situation?

REPLY:
The Minister for the Environment, Heritage and Local Government has responsibility for the establishment of electoral areas within a County including the carrying out of reviews and the determination of both boundary changes and number of members/seats per electoral area.

Under Part 11 of the Local Government Act, 2001 provision is made for the establishment of a Local Government Commission by the Minister to carry out any of a number of functions including the alteration of Local Electoral Area Boundaries and the number of members/seats assigned to those areas.

A review of the Dublin Electoral areas was last carried out in 1998 by the Dublin Electoral Area Boundary Committee who were specifically appointed by the then Minister for the purpose.  The current electoral areas within the County were established following this review.

The following figures relate to the number of registered voters per electoral area in South Dublin since 2002:

	South Dublin County Council

	
	
	 
	 
	 
	 
	

	Local Electoral Area
	No. of Councillors
	2002/03
	2003/04
	2004/05
	2005/06
	2006/07

	Lucan
	4
	30,171
	31,504
	32,269
	32,960
	33,206

	Clondalkin
	5
	29,660
	30,350
	30,462
	30,902
	30,898

	Tallaght - Central
	5
	29,564
	29,561
	29,258
	29,014
	28,703

	Tallaght - South
	5
	31,604
	33,126
	34,251
	35,483
	36,824

	Terenure / Rathfarnham
	7
	52,412
	53,150
	52,947
	53,036
	52,779

	
	
	173,411
	177,691
	179,187
	181,395
	182,410


(C/0299/06)
BRIDGES WITHIN THE COUNTY

QUESTION: Councillor F. McCarthy   
To ask the Manager to review the safety of all bridges that traverse roads within the county, with a view to assessing the need for the erection of decorative protective fencing to prevent the danger of objects falling on passing traffic? 
REPLY:
1. The National Roads Authority (NRA) have, currently, no programme of retrofitting of 'cages' on structures which traverse motorways or dual carriageways.

 

2. To prevent objects from falling onto carriageways below, the NRA Bridge Management Unit will ensure that all parapets on structures will be fitted with mesh infill. This was done at Balrothery Interchange earlier this year. 

 

3. Where there are recorded cases of anti social behavior on overbridges with incidents of missiles thrown onto passing vehicles this will immediately be investigated by the NRA Bridge Management Unit with appropriate measures taken. This may involve retrofitting 'cages' on the bridges. An incident of this nature was reported at Ballymount Interchange in 2005. The likelihood of this re-occurring at this structure will be removed once the M50 widening contract is complete as pedestrians will be removed from the interchange onto dedicated pedestrian footbridges which will be fully encapsulated. There will be similar dedicated footbridges also at the N4 and N7 interchanges. 

(C/0300/06)
DEVELOPMENT LEVIES
QUESTION: Councillor F. McCarthy   
To ask the Manager to immediately ensure, from the date of today’s meeting onwards, that all Development Levies that are receipted in the Council’s Planning Department on a Countywide basis are also recorded in such a way as to enable a breakdown, electoral area by electoral area, to be provided to Councillors? 

REPLY: 
Development Contributions are imposed in respect of 4 classes of infrastructure (i.e. Roads, Water & Drainage, Community and Parks) on foot of a statutory Scheme adopted by the Council at it’s meeting on 8th December 2003 and are imposed on all appropriate planning decisions on a countywide basis.  

 

Proposals for expenditure of these levies are considered on a countywide basis having regard to priorities identified by the Council for funding, taking cognisance of the various stages of development of infrastructural projects at the particular time. 

 

It is inappropriate to consider their expenditure in the context of individual electoral or other areas only. Receipts of contributions are not coded on an electoral or district basis. Such coding would not serve any functional or statutory purpose. 

It would be inappropriate to consider that development contributions collected in one electoral area would be available for expenditure in that electoral area only.  Each electoral area benefits from contributions collected in other electoral areas and projects in each electoral area and transcending one electoral area boundary into another electoral/or other electoral areas such as roads or parks benefit accordingly from receipts in accordance with the statutory provision and in accordance with the Councils programmes for the provision of each class of infrastructure referred to.  In addition, it is also necessary to consider the availability of grants to fund particular projects from various other sources such as government, or statutory agencies etc from time to time which assist the Councils programmes.   

Records are not kept on a basis which enables the provision of the information requested without diverting staff resources in the Contributions Section on a detailed analysis of each payment made. Such work is not scheduled at present. 

 

For these reasons it is not proposed to alter the accounting practices.  

 

The following are the amounts collected in respect of The Development Contribution Scheme:  

 

	Year 

 
	Roads 

 
	Water & Drainage 

 
	Parks & Open Space  
	Community Facilities 

 
	Total 

  

	2004 

  
	1,082,211 

  
	   551,812 

  
	   235,327 

  
	   297,061 

  
	 2,166,411 

  

	2005 

 
	7,344,646 


	3,856,221 


	1,664,477 

 
	1,806,415 

 
	14,671,759 

 


 
(C/0301/06)
WATER LEISURE STRATEGY
QUESTION: Councillor F. McCarthy   
To ask the Manager to report upon what changes have been made to the Council’s three year capital programme with regard to the future of the Council’s Water Leisure Strategy in light of the fact that most of the funding for future pools will have to be provided from Council resources?  

REPLY:
Two New Swimming Pools are currently under construction at Jobstown, Tallaght and at Clondalkin Sports and Leisure Centre, costing €16.3m and €12.7 m respectively. Grant aid in the sum of €3.8m has been approved by the Department of Arts Sport and Tourism towards the cost of each project. 

The Department of Arts, Sport and Tourism Swimming Pool grant aid programme has been closed to new applications since 31st July 2000. In a REPLY: dated 25th August 2005 the Department stated as follows;

“The current priority in relation to the Programme is to support the proposals currently on hand and new proposals for swimming pools are not being considered at this time. However the Department is carrying out an Expenditure Review on the Swimming Pool Programme, which is examining, among other things, how the programme has worked to date, the benefits which have occurred to the areas where pools have been built under the existing programme and what amendments, if any, are required to ensure the effective and efficient delivery of the programme. On the completion of that review the question of re-opening the swimming pool programme to new 

projects will be considered taking into account the recommendations emanating from the review. Local Authorities will be notified when a decision is taken to re-open the Programme.”

At the meeting of the Strategic Policy Committee on Sport, Recreation Community and Parks held on the 16th November 2005 it was agreed to recommend to the Council that the Water Leisure Strategy, as adopted by the Council be reviewed. This recommendation was approved by the Council at its December Meeting. 

This review is being carried out in – house and the main approach being adopted is to assess progress to date on the implementation of the key recommendations for the provision of swimming pools as contained in the original strategy and to consider ways to advance / re-access remaining key recommendations. Account will also be taken of the review at Central Government level of the Swimming Pool Programme. 

This Review is now nearing completion and will be presented to the next meeting of the Sport, Recreation, and Community & Parks Strategic Policy Committee on 10th May. Following consideration of the review at this meeting it will then be presented to the June Council meeting.

The issue of additional capital expenditure requirements arising from the Review will be considered in tandem with the above.

(C/0302/06)
ALLOCATION OF AFFORDABLE HOUSING

QUESTION: Councillor F. McCarthy   
To ask the Manager to make a statement on the current procedure for the allocation of affordable housing within the county with regard to the need to ensure that the best use possible is made of the various sizes of housing units that become available and to make changes to the system that requires people to queue up over a number of nights in order to acquire housing?
REPLY:
As part of the Sustaining Progress Partnership Agreement the Government announced the provision of affordable homes using a variety of different mechanisms to deliver on the programme.  One of these was the Affordable Housing Initiative where state lands would be swapped for turnkey units.  This initiative would be delivered through the state providing lands, developers providing and selling units and private institutions providing finance to purchasers.  It was different  to any other mechanism in that there was greater involvement of the private sector.  The first of these to actually be delivered was the exchange of units for the lands at Harcourt Terrace.  Bids were invited from developers and the successful tenderer was Durkan New Homes who offered 193 units in Tallaght and Clondalkin in exchange for the lands.

The role of the Local Authority is the approval of applicants as being eligible for the initiative under the income limits  agreed.  The Council advertised for purchasers under the terms of the scheme and approved 193 applicants as there were 193 properties available.  The 193 approved applicants were notified on 13th April last and from that moment the direct sales mechanism and the private sale was now the responsibility of the developer.  Purchasers were dealt with in the same way that they would with any new development that was in high demand and they decided to queue in order to secure the property of their choice (within the terms of the mortgage they could secure from the bank).  The Council respects that people had the right to make that decision for themselves.

Of the 193 units available , deposits have been placed on 158 , arrangements are in hand for the sale of the remaining 35. It should be noted that the Council has received positive feedback from applicants to this initiative. When all elements of the transaction have been completed, the Council, in conjunction with all of the parties involved, will evaluate the process and if there are any changes to be made in future processes it will be agreed, collectively at that point.

(C/0303/06)
ESTATE MANAGEMENT COMPANIES
QUESTION: Councillor M. Murphy   
To ask the Manager to supply a list of all the Estate management companies for the various estates in the County where these apply. This information was due to be lodged with the Council as per the terms of planning permission?

REPLY:
When granting planning permission for residential developments the following is inserted as a condition of  the planning permission where appropriate:-

“Prior to the occupation of the first residential unit a plan clearly identifying the external common areas of the development being retained in private ownership shall be submitted to the Planning Authority. The said areas shall not be taken in charge by the Council and shall instead be maintained by a Management Company set up for this purpose pursuant to The Companies Act 1963, as amended.   Continued membership of a Management Company set up for this purpose pursuant to the Companies Acts, 1963 as amended shall be compulsory for all owners for the time being of property within the development.   A copy of the Certificate of Incorporation of the said Company shall be submitted to the Planning Authority with the said plan.  Any changes to the status or nature of the Management Company shall be notified to the Council forthwith.   The Management Company shall hold insurance for public liability risk at all times.

REASON:  To ensure a proper standard of residential development and maintenance of the private areas within the development.”

This condition is inserted in permissions where the development consists of apartments, gated developments and in cases where the developer has indicated that it is not intended that the roads and services and open spaces be offered for taking in charge by the Council.

The purpose of inserting this condition in relevant planning permissions is to protect future purchasers by ensuring a management company is formed which will maintain common and shared areas within the development such as car spaces, green verges, lighting, on-site access avenues or driveways, roofs and the external fabric of the building/s and also internal common services and shared areas such as corridors, floors, walls, attic tanks and plumbing, which are external to the apartment itself.

	Address Of Development

	The Exchange-Belgard Square

	

	Crag Crescent-Clondalkin

	Owendoher Lodge-Rathfarnham

	Charleville Square-Rathfarnham

	St. Columbans-Balrothery

	Whitehall Square- Rathfarnham

	Grange View Road, Close, Walk etc.- Clondalkin

	Old Bawn Court-Tallaght

	Otterbrook-Rathfarnham

	

	Monastery Heath- Clondalkin

	Liffey Valley Park-Clondalkin

	The Orchard-Palmerstown

	St. John's Road Estate-Clondalkin

	Tuansgate-Belgard Square

	Hazel Grove Court-Tallaght

	Butterfield Meadow-Rathfarnham

	Uppercross Court-Tallaght

	Kilininny Court-Firhouse

	Templeroan-Knocklyon

	Palmerstown Square-Palmerstown

	Mount Talbot-Clondalkin

	Esker Pines-Lucan

	Oak Road and Oak Close-Gallanstown

	Fairgreen Estate-Saggart

	

	Mill Pond-Clondalkin

	Newlands Manor-Clondalkin

	Swiftwood-Saggart

	Bushy Park House-Templeogue

	Riversdale View-Rathfarnham

	Finnstown Hall-Lucan

	Mount Andrew-Lucan

	Thornfield Square-Clondalkin

	Carrigmore, Fortunestown Lane-Tallaght

	Brownsbarn  Orchard-Kingswood

	Kilvere Park-Rathfarnham

	The Courthouse Apartments-Rathcoole

	Cloragh Mills-Edmondstown

	Hunters Wood-Ballycullen

	Loreto Abbey-Rathfarnham

	The Farm,Tymon Lane-Tallaght

	Chaplains Row-Rowlagh

	Tara Crescent-Firhouse

	Rosebank Court-Clondalkin

	Aras na Cluaine-Clondalkin

	Marlfield and Kiltipper Gate-Tallaght

	Brownsbarn Court-Kingswood

	Hansted-Lucan

	Montpelier Court-Tallaght

	Ros Mor View-Knocklyon

	Newcastle Manor-Newcastle

	Mill Race-Saggart

	Woodview Court-Lucan

	Ballyowen Hall-Lucan

	Library Square-Rathcoole

	Westend Gate-Tallaght

	Esker Manor-Lucan

	The Belfry-Citywest

	Beechdale Court-Firhouse

	Weaver Court-Clondlakin

	

	Brownsbarn Gardens-Kingswood

	Eaton,Main St –Rathcoole

	Slade Castle-Tallaght

	

	Millpark-Clondalkin


The information re the names of the Management Companies will be extracted from the various files and supplied to the Councillor when available.

(C/0304/06)
NAAS ROAD

QUESTION Councillor M. Murphy   
To ask the Manager when does the Roads Department expect to be in a position to level along the South side of the Naas road between the Long Mile and Red Cow junctions? In particular when does the Manager expect to have removed dangerous metal objects sticking out of this rubble which could pose extreme danger in the event of a vehicle leaving the road?
REPLY:
A load of top soil was deposited on the verge on the South side of the N 7.   This will be removed and the area tidied.   The discarded sign poles will also be removed.

(C/0305/06)
LONGMILE ROAD JUNCTION WITH NAAS ROAD
QUESTION Councillor M. Murphy   
To ask the Manager what does the Director of Roads plan to do about the occasional accidents and frequent near miss accidents caused by Vehicles coming off the Long Mile Road onto the South Bound lane of Naas Road and not noticing the standard yield sign there? Does the Director of Roads not agree that much more visible "Yield" signage is needed at this point given the layout of the junction and the volume of traffic coming through there that is not familiar with the junction?

REPLY:
There is extensive advance warning and other appropriate signage already in place on all approaches to this junction. Drivers would be expected to exercise due care and attention in accordance with the rules of the road when negotiating the junction, in any case, and the provision of additional signage in this instance could be less effective than existing arrangements. 
However, the present arrangements will be reviewed and additional signage added if necessary.

(C/0306/06)
ALLOCATION OF SOCIAL HOUSING

QUESTION Councillor M. Murphy   
To ask the Manager are there changes due to come into force soon for the allocation of Social Housing ?

REPLY:
The Council adopted the new Scheme of Letting Priorities at its meeting on 12th December 2005.  The Scheme was submitted to the Minister for the Environment, Heritage and Local Government for approval.  

The Department has, in April 2006, been in correspondence with the Housing Department seeking clarification in relation to changes proposed. These matters have now been clarified and the Minister’s approval is awaited. 

http://intranet/cmas/documents/519112-12-2005.doc    

Ref C/0765/05 Report of the Housing & Social Development SPC 10/11/05

Section (b) Draft Scheme of Letting Priorities p. 903

(C/0307/06)
RENTAL ACCOMMODATION SCHEME
QUESTION Councillor J. Neville   
To ask the Manager for a detailed update on the implementation of the R.A.S to date with specific reference to the involvement of landlords in the scheme and can such data be reported on a L.E.A basis and will the Manager make a statement on the matter? 

 REPLY:
RAS (the Rental Accommodation Scheme) for which South Dublin County Council is one of the lead authorities was recently commenced in the county.  Under RAS the Council will be entering into availability contracts with private landlords whereby the Council will have exclusive nomination rights to the properties for the duration of the contract.  Initially only those who have been in receipt of Rent Supplement for a minimum of 18 months and who have a long-term housing need qualify to transfer to RAS.

There are approximately 3,800 RS recipients in South Dublin of which approximately 3000 are on the Council’s Housing Waiting List.  

The RAS unit will be working its way through these cases over the next three years as they hit the 18 month threshold.

At the end of 2008 the scheme will be reviewed by Government and, if successful, it has the potential to become a very significant element of social housing provision.

The advantages of the Scheme are:

1. Elimination of poverty traps – unlike RS, tenants will be allowed to take up permanent employment.

2. Better standards of accommodation will be enforced.

3. A new Social Housing tenure option.

4. Security of tenure--the Residential Tenancies Act provisions apply.

5. Better value for money for the state – RS rent levels will be negotiated downwards in most cases.

6. Should drive tenancy registration and tax compliance.

7. Should assist in eliminating ghettoisation and in attaining better tenure mix and social integration.

Incentives for landlord:

Guaranteed medium to long-term income stream without having to collect rent plus not having to repeatedly arrange for voids to be re-let

Incentives for tenants:

Secure tenure, good quality accommodation in private estates available on medium/long-term basis with the state paying the bulk of the rent.

Incentives for Housing Authority:

An additional accommodation option/stream and control over all Social Housing options in the administrative area.

Dealing with anti-social behaviour

All RAS tenants will be vetted in the same way as council housing applicants.

Landlords will be responsible for dealing with anti-social behaviour even though the local authority has exclusive nomination rights to their property.  The rationale for this is fivefold

1. The incidence of anti-social behaviour in the existing Rent Supplement regime is extremely low.

2. The majority of RAS agreements are likely to be “package deals” where existing properties, tenants and landlords will move as a package from the rent supplement regime to RAS.  In these cases the landlord will have selected the tenant.

3. The Residential Tenancies Act 2004 applies to all tenancies under RAS.  Accordingly, the landlord and the tenant have recourse to the Private Residential Tenancies Board (PRTB).  Tenants who engage in anti-social behaviour will be in breach of their tenancy obligations under the Tenancy Agreement thus giving the landlord grounds to terminate the tenancy.

4. Housing Authorities have formal vetting arrangements in place with the Gardai, the Area Health Service Executive and the local estate management committees to check the background of prospective RAS tenants.  This process is considered more thorough than the normal meeting between the landlord and the prospective tenant.

5. The Government and Housing Authorities want to ensure the effective implementation of RAS and Housing Authorities will make every effort to ensure that RAS tenants do not engage in anti- social behaviour.  Housing Authorities will have formal agreements with tenants in this regard and RAS tenants will be made aware that engaging in such behaviour could put their future entitlement to all state housing supports at risk.

Rent Levels:

Rents will reflect local market rents.  However, housing authorities are charged with making savings on current rent supplement rent levels.  The rent payable will be the subject of negotiation but rents may not exceed the current rent supplement rent level and a reduction in that rent will be sought in return for:

1. The landlord not having to collect rents for the duration of the RAS contract.

2. The landlord not having to fill vacancies (advertise and interview prospective tenants) for the duration of the RAS contract.

3. The fact that the average yield across the private rented sector is 11 months rent per annum due to vacancies/tenant turnover.

4. The very bankable asset that a guaranteed RAS rent payment represents.

5. Guaranteed prompt payment, in advance, by a state agency.

Tenants rent contributions will be the same as the DR rents for standard Council houses.

Security of Tenure:

The introduction of RAS along with the protections offered under the PRTB will improve security of tenure for RAS tenants.

The core principle of RAS is that the Landlord and Tenant relationship remains between those parties with the Council acting as broker or agent on behalf of the tenant. The Landlord retains responsibility for all insurances, for the upkeep and maintenance of the property and for dealing with Anti Social Behaviour if it arises.

Rent Supplement will remain as an income support mechanism for accommodation emergencies and will continue to be administered by the local Community Welfare Officers.

Eligibility for Admission to the Council Scheme

The following categories of people are not eligible to participate in the RAS Scheme:

Asylum Seekers

Non- nationals who do not have leave to remain in the State permanently, or

People receiving a rent supplement payment under the ‘Back to Work Allowance’ scheme. 

The RAS team work in conjunction with the Community Welfare Officers who forward over the files of people in receipt of rent supplement over eighteen months, their eligibility to participate in the scheme is then ascertained. 

Current Status:

To date the RAS Section has received 232 client referrals from the Health Services Executive. 

152 rent supplement recipients/tenants have attended information meetings to have the scheme explained to them and to ascertain their interest and eligibility. 

 More than 40 landlord interviews/negotiations have also commenced. 

Fifteen transfers to the RAS Scheme have been successfully completed to date with two further landlords recently agreeing terms. 

 Details regarding the Electoral Areas are as follows:

Clondalkin 

6

Tallaght South

5

Terenure/Rathfarnham
3

Tallaght Central

1

The remaining one hundred and eighty two referrals are in the process and are at different stages of advancement.

Further referrals have been requested and this process will continue over the period of the scheme up to the end of 2008.

(C/0308/06)
DISPOSAL OF SMALL BUILDERS’ RUBBLE
QUESTION Councillor J. Neville   
To ask the Manager to outline what locations are available within the South Dublin County Council area for the receipt of  "small builders rubble", what are their opening hours and what charges are in effect for receipt of such rubbish?

REPLY:
There are two methods for properly disposing of small builder’s rubble in the South Dublin County Council area.  One is to hire a skip from a reputable skip hire firm.  Such companies must have waste permits from the Council and waste collection permits from Dublin City Council in accordance with which skip contents are segregated for recycling or disposal at an authorised landfill as appropriate.  The charges for skip removal are set by the private contractors.

Alternatively, Roadstone Dublin Ltd. at Belgard, Tallaght provide a service whereby they collect construction and demolition waste from householders for a fee of €300 subject to strict conditions.

(C/0309/06)
 DISABLED PERSONS GRANT AND ESSENTIAL REPAIRS GRANT
QUESTION: Councillor G. O'Connell   
To ask the Manager to outline the process and procedures involved where a resident, as the result of illness or age related problems, applies to the Council for a grant to adjust their home or add an extension?

REPLY:
A person living in either public or private accommodation may apply for either a Disabled Persons Grant or an Essential Repairs Grant depending on their personal and financial circumstances.
Interested persons or their representatives should contact the Council's Housing Maintenance Section in either Tallaght or Clondalkin Office for infornation and assistance. Applicationn forms and explanatory leaflets are available and staff will be pleased to advise as to QUALIFICATION for grants and the various procedures involved in processing applications.
It is essential that persons contact and discuss with their medical advisors their needs and requirements before proceeding with any works themselves or entering into any commitment with any contractor to carry out works to their home. Likewise the Council must be consulted in advance with regard to any proposed alterations or works that a person may wish to have carried out to ensure that they qualify for an appropriate grant.
The timescale involved in processing a successful application from start to finish varies but six months may be taken as an  average. Every effort is made by the Council to ensure that all successful applications are dealt with as speedily as possible as we are very much aware of the urgency attaching to the majority of applications received.
ERG Form - http://www.sdublincoco.ie/index.aspx?pageid=69
DPG Form - http://www.sdublincoco.ie/index.aspx?pageid=68

 HYPERLINK "http://www.sdublincoco.ie/index.aspx?pageid=76" \o "http://www.sdublincoco.ie/index.aspx?pageid=76" 
DPG Explanatory Notes - http://www.sdublincoco.ie/index.aspx?pageid=3009
http://www.sdublincoco.ie/index.aspx?pageid=3010
  
(C/0310/06)
DISABLED PERSONS GRANT AND ESSENTIAL REPAIRS GRANT

QUESTION Councillor G. O'Connell   
To ask the Manager to explain the delay in processing and approving grants that would enable the sick and the elderly carry out essential adjustments and/or extensions to their place of residence so that they may live as comfortably as possible and be cared for by their family in their own community and to include in her answer how the Council proposes to remedy the situation, given the fact  that such cases are practically always extremely urgent and that the present situation is unsustainable and a source of great trauma both to the sick and to their families?

REPLY:
A person living in either public or private accommodation may apply for either a Disabled Persons Grant or an Essential Repairs Grant depending on their personal and financial circumstances.
Interested persons or their representatives should contact the Council's Housing Maintenance Section in either Tallaght or Clondalkin Office for information and assistance. Application forms and explanatory leaflets are available and staff will be pleased to advise as to QUALIFICATION for grants and the various procedures involved in processing applications.
It is essential that persons contact and discuss with their medical advisors their needs and requirements before proceeding with any works themselves or entering into any commitment with any contractor to carry out works to their home. Likewise the Council must be consulted in advance with regard to any proposed alterations or works that a person may wish to have carried out to ensure that they qualify for an appropriate grant.
The timescale involved in processing a successful application from start to finish varies but six months may be taken as an  average. Every effort is made by the Council to ensure that all successful applications are dealt with as speedily as possible as we are aware of the urgency attaching to the majority of applications received.
(C/0311/06)
RENTAL ALLOWANCE SCHEME
QUESTION Councillor E. Tuffy   
To ask the Manager if he will make a report on the planned transfer of those in receipt of Rent Allowance onto a Council administered scheme for private tenants, and if he can advise who can go on the Council administered scheme and how people can apply? 

REPLY:
RAS (the Rental Accommodation Scheme) for which South Dublin County Council is one of the lead authorities, was recently commenced in the County.  Under RAS the Council will be entering into availability contracts with private landlords whereby the Council will have exclusive nomination rights to the properties for the duration of the contract.  Initially only those who have been in receipt of Rent Supplement for a minimum of 18 months and who have a long-term housing need qualify to transfer to RAS.

There are approximately 3,800 RS recipients in South Dublin of which approximately 3000 are on the Council’s Housing Waiting List.  

The RAS unit will be working its way through these cases over the next three years as they hit the 18 month threshold. The processing of cases from RS to RAS is random and each case is initiated as it is referred by the local Community Welfare Officers. 

Currently and for the rest of the pilot implementation phase up to the end of 2008,there is no application system for RAS.  

At the end of 2008 the scheme will be reviewed by Government and, if successful, it has the potential to become a very significant element of social housing provision. At that stage it will be possible to apply for RAS accommodation.

The advantages of the Scheme are:

1. Elimination of poverty traps – unlike RS, tenants will be allowed to take up permanent employment.

2. Better standards of accommodation will be enforced.

3. A new Social Housing tenure option.

4. Security of tenure--the Private Residential Tenancies Act provisions apply.

5. Better value for money for the state – RS rent levels will be negotiated downwards in most cases.

6. Should drive tenancy registration and tax compliance.

7. Should assist in eliminating ghettoisation and in attaining better tenure mix and social integration.

Incentives for landlord:

Guaranteed medium to long-term income stream without having to collect rent plus not having to repeatedly arrange for voids to be re-let

Incentives for tenants:

Secure tenure, good quality accommodation in private estates available on medium/long-term basis with the state paying the bulk of the rent.

Incentives for Housing Authority:

An additional accommodation option/stream and control over all Social Housing options in the administrative area.

Dealing with anti-social behaviour

All RAS tenants will be vetted in the same way as council housing applicants.

Landlords will be responsible for dealing with anti-social behaviour even though the local authority has exclusive nomination rights to their property.  The rationale for this is fivefold

1. The incidence of anti-social behaviour in the existing Rent Supplement regime is extremely low.

2. The majority of RAS agreements are likely to be “package deals” where existing properties, tenants and landlords will move as a package from the rent supplement regime to RAS.  In these cases the landlord will have selected the tenant.

3. The Residential Tenancies Act 2004 applies to all tenancies under RAS.  Accordingly, the landlord and the tenant have recourse to the Private Residential Tenancies Board (PRTB).  Tenants who engage in anti-social behaviour will be in breach of their tenancy obligations under the Tenancy Agreement thus giving the landlord grounds to terminate the tenancy.

4. Housing Authorities have formal vetting arrangements in place with the Gardai, the Area Health Service Executive and the local estate management committees to check the background of prospective RAS tenants.  This process is considered more thorough than the normal meeting between the landlord and the prospective tenant.

5. The Government and Housing Authorities want to ensure the effective implementation of RAS and Housing Authorities will make every effort to ensure that RAS tenants do not engage in anti- social behaviour.  Housing Authorities will have formal agreements with tenants in this regard and RAS tenants will be made aware that engaging in such behaviour could put their future entitlement to all state housing supports at risk.

Rent Levels:

Rents will reflect local market rents.  However, housing authorities are charged with making savings on current rent supplement rent levels.  The rent payable will be the subject of negotiation but rents may not exceed the current rent supplement rent level and a reduction in that rent will be sought in return for:

1. The landlord not having to collect rents for the duration of the RAS contract.

2. The landlord not having to fill vacancies (advertise and interview prospective tenants) for the duration of the RAS contract.

3. The fact that the average yield across the private rented sector is 11 months rent per annum due to vacancies/tenant turnover.

4. The very bankable asset that a guaranteed RAS rent payment represents.

5. Guaranteed prompt payment, in advance, by a state agency.

Tenants rent contributions will be the same as the DR rents for standard Council houses.

Security of Tenure:

The introduction of RAS along with the protections offered under the PRTB will improve security of tenure for RAS tenants.

The core principle of RAS is that the Landlord and Tenant relationship remains between those parties with the Council acting as broker or agent on behalf of the tenant. The Landlord retains responsibility for all insurances, for the upkeep and maintenance of the property and for dealing with Anti Social Behaviour if it arises.

Rent Supplement will remain as an income support mechanism for accommodation emergencies and will continue to be administered by the local Community Welfare Officers.

Current Status:

To date the RAS Section has received 232 client referrals from the Health Services Executive. 152 rent supplement recipients/tenants have attended information meetings to have the scheme explained to them and to ascertain their interest and eligibility. 

More than 40 landlord interviews/negotiations have also commenced. 

Fifteen transfers to the RAS have been successfully completed to date with 2 more landlords recently agreeing terms.

The remaining  cases are still in process and are at various stages of advancement.

Further referrals have been requested and this process will continue over the period of the scheme up to the end of 2008.

(C/0312/06)
AFFORDABLE HOUSING INITIATIVE
QUESTION Councillor E. Tuffy   
To ask the Manager if he will make a report on the criteria and conditions which will apply to purchasers of housing units sold under the Affordable Housing Initiative (Sustaining Progress)  in April 2006, where units are sold by purchasers within ten years of purchase and if the criteria and conditions which apply to "clawback" are the same as in the case of the other two streams of Affordable Housing operated by the Council? 
REPLY:
If a house purchased under the affordable housing initiative is resold within 10 years, the percentage of the sale price discounted by the local authority would be payable to the local authority by the purchaser on the proceeds of the re-sale of the house. The amount payable shall be reduced  by 10% in respect of each complete year after the 10th year during which the person who purchased the property has been in occupation as his or her normal place of residence. This is the standard claw-back condition applied to homes purchased under all  the affordable housing schemes.
(C/0313/06)
AFFORDABLE HOUSING INITIATIVE

QUESTION Councillor E. Tuffy   
To ask the Manager if he will outline the measures taken by the Council to ensure that the housing needs of approved applicants were taken into account by the developer and the selling agent in the sale of housing units under the Affordable Housing Initiative (Sustaining Progress) in April 2006, including measures to ensure that, as far as possible, the units offered to approved applicants were appropriate, in terms of number of bedrooms, to the number of family members, including children, of the approved applicants? 
REPLY:
As part of the Sustaining Progress Partnership Agreement the Government announced the provision of affordable homes using a variety of different mechanisms to deliver on the programme.  One of these was the Affordable Housing Initiative where state lands would be swapped for turnkey units.  This initiative would be delivered through the state providing lands, developers providing and selling units and private institutions providing finance to purchasers.  It was different to any other mechanism in that there was greater involvement of the private sector. The first of these to actually be delivered was the exchange of units for the lands at Harcourt Terrace.  Bids were invited from developers and the successful tenderer was Durkan New Homes who offered 193 units in Tallaght and Clondalkin in exchange for the lands. A report on the Affordable Housing Initiative was presented to the Council Meeting on the 13/02/06.
 The role of the Local Authority was the approval of applicants as being eligible for the initiative under the income limits agreed. The target group for these new homes were those who would previously have been able to afford their own home on the open market.  There has often been a perception that affordable homes were not actually private purchasers but in this instance the involvement of the private sector was breaking that perception in that, apart from the eligibility requirement, the purchasers would deal entirely in the open market, almost as though they were purchasing in a fully private sale.  The Council advertised for purchasers under the terms of the scheme and approved 193 applicants as there were 193 properties available.  The 193 approved applicants were notified by post on 13th April and from that moment the direct sales mechanism and the private sale was now the responsibility of the developer.  Purchasers were dealt with in the same way that they would with any new development that was in high demand and they decided to queue in order to secure the property of their choice (within the terms of the mortgage they could secure from the Bank). Everyone who was notified was of course in a position to buy a property. There were 63 three-bed  and 130 two bed units available. 78 properties have been sold in the Belfry, Citywest,76 properties have been sold in Rossecourt, Lucan, and 4 properties sold in RathGael, Clondalkin. 
Of the 193 units available, deposits have been placed on 158 and arrangements are in hand for the sale of the remaining 35.It should be noted that feedback from applicants on this initiative has been very positive. When all elements of the transaction have been completed , the Council, with all of the parties involved, will evaluate the process and if there are any changes to be made in future processes it will be agreed, collectively, at that point. 
(C/0314/06)
AFFORDABLE HOUSING INITIATIVE
QUESTION Councillor E. Tuffy   
To ask the Manager if he can advise if the estate agent involved in the selling of units under the Affordable Housing Initiative(Sustaining Progress) in April 2006 is being paid a fee in respect of the sale of each unit, how much was the fee, and was the fee included in the price of the units and paid by the purchasers, or was the fee paid by the developer, and if so did the developer absorb the total cost of the selling fees or was the cost of the fees paid from Council or exchequer funds? 
REPLY:
Tenders were invited by Dublin City Council for the provision of affordable housing in the Greater Dublin area in exchange for lands at Harcourt Terrace in the ownership of the Office of Public Works and the Department of Agriculture.  The successful tender was received from Durkan New Homes who in exchange for the said lands will provide 193 affordable residential homes at Rosse Court, Balgaddy, The Belfry, Citywest, and Rathgael, Clondalkin.  In the agreement entered into between South Dublin County Council and Durkan New Homes, the developer is solely responsible for the marketing and sale of the Residential Units.
One of the principles underpinning the Sustaining Progress Affordable Housing Initiative is that it should not impact on the exchequer or general government finances.

(C/0315/06)
PROPOSED AMENDMENT (NO.1) OF THE ADAMSTOWN STRATEGIC DEVELOPMENT ZONE (SDZ) PLANNING SCHEME 2003 
Mr. Paul Hogan, Senior Planner presented the report.
“Manager’s Report on Proposed Amendment (No.1) to the 

Adamstown Strategic Development Zone (SDZ) Planning Scheme 2003
Purpose of the Proposed Amendment 

To facilitate an improved schools and leisure campus layout further to detailed design work in conjunction with the Department of Education & Science and Chartridge Ltd.

Description of Proposed Amendment 

Relocation of the northern part of the combined schools and leisure campus site, to an immediately adjoining site to the south-west, which is currently within the ‘Adamstown Square’ development area.  Concurrent relocation of the permissible housing development to be displaced from ‘Adamstown Square’, to the north-east.  This includes revision of the boundaries of the ‘Adamstown Square’ and ‘Adamstown Castle’ development areas.

The overall quantum of residential and commercial development permissible in the Adamstown SDZ is to remain unchanged.  

The phasing schedule set out in the SDZ Planning Scheme is to remain unchanged.

Details of Development to be Facilitated 

The proposed amendment is to allow a more comprehensive layout for two x 16 classroom primary schools and a 1,000 pupil secondary school together with associated play areas, ball courts and playing pitches.  A sports hall, community centre, crèche and commercial leisure facility with swimming pool are also to be provided.  School access to the sports hall, pitches and swimming pool will be facilitated.

Consultation undertaken

Notice and details of the proposed amendment were sent to the Minister for Environment, Heritage and Local Government, An Bord Pleanala and the Environmental Protection Agency.

A copy of the proposed amendment to the Adamstown SDDZ Planning Scheme was made available for inspection in the Council offices at Tallaght, Lucan library and on the Council’s website for a six week period running from 17th February to 31st March 2006 inclusive.  Two public notices to this effect were published in the Irish Times and the Lucan Gazette on 17th February advising that written submissions or observations on the proposed amendment would be accepted up to 4.30pm on Friday 31st March 2006. 

Eight written submissions to the proposed amendment were made from the following groups and individuals:

· Health Service Executive

· Tanaiste and Minister for Health  and Children

· Deliver it Right Campaign

· Councillor Derek Keating

· Paul Gogarty TD and Councillor Fintan McCarthy

· Department of Education and Science

· Department of Environment, Heritage and Local Government

· Castlethorn Construction

In summary, three of the submissions were supportive of the proposed variation, two raised issues about provision of Primary Health Care facilities at Adamstown, and three raised concerns about the proximity of the relocated schools to electricity power lines crossing the southeastern area of Adamstown. A full report on the submissions received and the Manager’s Response to those submissions is attached. 

The outcome of the consultation on the proposed amendment was report to the Lucan Clondalkin Area Committee on 27th April. The report was noted by the Area Committee.

Strategic Environmental Assessment

In accordance with the provisions of the Planning and Development (Strategic Environmental Assessment) Regulations 2004, the proposed Amendment No. 1 to the Adamstown SDZ Planning Scheme 2003 was screened to asses whether a Strategic Environmental Assessment was required. Based on the criteria in Schedule 2A to the Planning and Development Regulations 2001, it was decided that the proposed amendment would not be likely to have significant effects on the environment and that a Strategic Environmental Assessment would not be required. 

Manager’s Recommendation

It is recommended that the Proposed Amendment No. 1 to the Adamstown SDZ Planning Scheme 2003 be approved subject to the following provisions:

1. Agreement of the attached schedule of aspects of the Adamstown SDZ Planning Scheme that are superseded by Amendment No. 1. These will be encapsulated in a summary sheet to be attached to the Planning Scheme along with the amendment.

2. Amendment to Phase 5 (3,401 – 4,200 dwellings) of the Phasing and Implementation section of the Adamstown SDZ Planning Scheme 2003 (paragraph 4.2.11 on page 94) to include provision for a Primary Health Care Facility of at least 2500m2 as set out below. The floorspace for the Primary Health Care Facility will be in addition to the maximum amount of 125,500m2 non-residential floorspace permitted in the Planning Scheme 2003.

· The provision of a Primary Health Care Facility with a minimum floorspace of 2500m2  

Submission of planning application for primary school

A planning application for two x 16 classroom primary schools was submitted to the Planning Authority on 11 April 2006 (Reg. Ref. SDZ06A/2).  The two proposed primary schools are located within that part of the combined schools site allocated in the Adamstown SDZ Planning Scheme 2003. In accordance with Section 170 of the Planning and Development Act 2000, planning permission can be granted for this application if it is consistent with the Adamstown SDZ Planning Scheme 2003.

Schedule of amendments to Adamstown SDZ Planning Scheme 2003 to reflect aspects that are superseded by Amendment No. 1. 

These amendments to the text, plans & figures of the Planning Scheme will be encapsulated in a summary sheet to be attached to the Planning Scheme along with revised parameter sheets for Adamstown Castle, Adamstown Square and Adamstown Station Development Areas to incorporate Amendment No. 1.
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	Page 5
	Figure 1.5 to be amended to show revised schools site & Development Area boundaries as per Amendment No. 1

	Page 8
	Para.s 2.2.17 & 2..2.19 to be amended to show that, similar to the school buildings, railway station and fire station, that the Primary Care Health Facility floorspace is also excluded from the maximum non-residential development permissible in the Planning Scheme.
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	Page 13
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	Figure 2.18 – revise to show schools site as per Amendment No. 1
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	Figure 2.24 – revise to show new school site & location of flexible use buildings as per Amendment No. 1
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	Figure 2.28 – revise to show schools site as per Amendment No. 1
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	Figure 2.29 – revise to show schools site as per Amendment No. 1

	Page 26
	Figure 2.30 – revise to show schools site as per Amendment No. 1

	Page 28
	Figure 2.34 – revise to show schools site & open space locations as per Amendment No. 1

	Page 30
	Figure 2.38 – revise to show new school site & location of flexible use buildings as per Amendment No. 1

	Page 32
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The Mayor informed the meeting that a proposed amendment to the Manager’s report had been received from Councillors D. Keating, F. McCarthy, G. O’Connell and E. Tuffy, by way of the following motion:
“That this Council adopts the Proposed Amendment (No. 1) of the Adamstown Strategic Development Zone (SDZ) Planning Scheme 2003, including provision for the international “prudence avoidance” principle as practiced in other European Countries and that the power lines be rerouted underground to provide a minimum distance of 91 meters between the new school buildings and school boundaries, and the power lines, in the interest of avoiding risk to the health and safety of all those using the school buildings including children.”

A discussion followed with contributions from Councillors D. Keating, F. McCarthy, E. Tuffy, G. O’Connell, R. Dowds, T. Gilligan and J. Lahart .
Mr. Paul Hogan, Senior Planner; Mr. Michael Kenny, Senior Planner, Mr. Joe Horan, County Manager and Mr. Jim Walsh, Director of Economic Development responded to the Members queries.

Following the discussion it was agreed that there would be three minute recess to allow the proposers to re-consider the motion among themselves.
When the meeting resumed it was AGREED by the proposers to withdraw the motion on the understanding that members would be kept informed regarding developments in international best practice on location of power lines.

It was proposed by Councillor T. Ridge, seconded by Councillor K. Warren and AGREED:

“That the Proposed Amendment No. 1 to the Adamstown SDZ Planning Scheme 2003 be approved subject to the following provisions:

1. Agreement of the attached schedule of aspects of the Adamstown SDZ Planning Scheme that are superseded by Amendment No. 1. These will be encapsulated in a summary sheet to be attached to the Planning Scheme along with the amendment.

2. Amendment to Phase 5 (3,401 – 4,200 dwellings) of the Phasing and Implementation section of the Adamstown SDZ Planning Scheme 2003 (paragraph 4.2.11 on page 94) to include provision for a Primary Health Care Facility of at least 2500m2 as set out below. The floorspace for the Primary Health Care Facility will be in addition to the maximum amount of 125,500m2 non-residential floorspace permitted in the Planning Scheme 2003.

· The provision of a Primary Health Care Facility with a minimum floorspace of 2500m2”
(C/0316/06)
DECLARATION OF ROADS TO BE PUBLIC ROADS

It was NOTED that there was no report under this heading.
(C/0317/06)
PROPOSED DISPOSAL OF AFFORDABLE HOUSING (CHAPEL VIEW, LUCAN - 3 UNITS)
The report by the Manager which had been circulated was CONSIDERED: 
“Under Section 94 of the Planning and Development Act, 2000 (as amended) South Dublin County Council prepared a Housing Strategy.  One of the key purposes of the strategy is to identify the overall need for affordable housing in the area of the County Development Plan and to ensure that South Dublin County Council provides for the development of affordable housing.  To date, the Council has been successful in acquiring affordable housing units for eligible applicants through:-

(a) Part V of the Planning and Development Act 2000 (as amended)

(b) The development of public private partnerships/joint ventures.

(c) The Integrated Area Plans in tax designated areas.

and in order to comply with the requirements of Section 211 of the Planning and Development Act, 2000 (as amended) and Section 183 of the Local Government Act, 2001 it is recommended that the Council dispose of this property to the eligible applicants (as per the attached schedule1) in accordance with the affordable housing scheme as adopted by the Council in April 2003. It is also proposed that the common areas in the development (schedule available at the meeting) excluding public open space be disposed of to the named Management Company. 

The consent of the Council is sought for the disposal of these properties to eligible applicants. 

Joe Horan

County Manager”
The report was NOTED.

(C/0318/06)
PROPOSED DISPOSAL OF LAND AT BROOKFIELD VILLAGE FOR PROVISION OF AN ESB SUB-STATION
The report by the Manager, which had been circulated, was CONSIDERED:

“The Council is developing a Housing Scheme at Brookfield Village , Tallaght, Dublin 24, comprising 16 dwellings and a Community Facility.
 In order to facilitate the supply of electricity to the overall development, the ESB have stated that it is necessary to install an ESB Sub-Station on the site at Rossfield Drive in order to supply power.
The location of the sub-station has been agreed with the County Architect and access to the sub-station site will be via the existing public road network. The contract includes provision for all necessary builders work associated with the provision of the sub-station. 

The area of land to be disposed of is as outlined in red on O.S. Sheet No. 3389-14, comprising an area of circa 24.01 square metres.
It is recommended that the Council dispose of its interest in the plot of land comprising of an area of circa 24.01 square metres as shown on O.S. Sheet no 3389-14, at Brookfield Village, Tallaght, Dublin 24 subject to the following conditions:-

1. That this plot of land be transferred freehold and free of charge to ESB for the provision of an electricity sub-station in accordance with the terms and conditions of the agreement for the supply of electricity to the development at Brookfield Village.

2. That each party to be responsible for their own legal costs.

3. That the normal condition for a disposal of this nature will apply.

The land is registered within Folio nos. 8634 & 16694f to South Dublin County Council.  

I recommend that this disposal be proceeded with subject to the aforementioned conditions.

Joe Horan

COUNTY MANAGER”

The report was NOTED.

(C/0319/06)
SMALL BUILDERS SCHEME - PROPOSED SALE OF FEE SIMPLE INTEREST AT 41 BALROTHERY ESTATE, TALLAGHT, DUBLIN 24.
The report by the Manager, which had been circulated, was CONSIDERED:  

“It is proposed in accordance with the provisions of the Landlord and Tenant (Ground Rents) (No. 2) Act, 1978 and subject to the provisions of Section 183 of the Local Government Act, 2001 to dispose of the fee simple interest in the site listed hereunder to Mr. & Mrs Tiswell to whom the site has been leased under the terms of the Council’s Small Builders Scheme. Mr.& Mrs.Tiswell have applied in accordance with the provisions of the Landlord and Tenant (Ground Rents) (No. 2) Act, 1978 to acquire the fee simple interest in the property.  The Ground Rent payable is €19.04 per annum.

	Site No.
	   Lessee
	Date of Lease
	Land Acquired From
	Purchase Price

	41 Balrothery Estate, Tallaght, Dublin 24   
	Mr. & Mrs Tiswell 
	23/10/1973
	 Siobhan O’Dea
	 €450.00




______________

J.Horan

County Manager”.
The report was NOTED.

(C/0320/06)
ACQUISITION AND DISPOSAL OF LANDS AT BALLYOWEN LANE, LUCAN.  SOUTH DUBLIN COUNTY COUNCIL AND FITZGIBBON BROTHERS LTD. / MAPLEWOOD DEVELOPMENTS LTD.
The report by the Manager which had been circulated was CONSIDERED:
“The South Dublin County Council Compulsory Purchase Order (Outer Ring Road – Adamstown Roundabout to N4 Order) 2003 was confirmed without modifications by the Council on the 5th July, 2004.  Notice to treat was served on the 16th August, 2004 and Notice of Intention to Enter was served on the 27th May, 2005. The Council formally took possession of Plot No. 5 on the 17th June, 2005.

The Chief Valuer was instructed to enter into negotiations with the owners of the land to agree compensation terms.  The owners of the lands indicated that they wished to acquire an area of land measuring 95 sq. metres or thereabouts at Ballyowen Lane, Lucan.  The Chief Valuer has now recommended the following settlement terms for the acquisition of Plot No. 5 of the South Dublin County Council Compulsory Purchase Order (Outer Ring Road – Adamstown Roundabout to N4 Order) 2003 and the disposal of the lands at Ballyowen Lane, Lucan which he considers to be fair and reasonable.  

It is now proposed to acquire those lands comprising 158 sq. metres or thereabouts being Plot No. 5 of the South Dublin County Council (Outer Ring Road – Adamstown Roundabout to N4 Order) 2003.

I recommend in accordance with the provisions of Section 183 of the Local Government Act, 2001 and with Section 211 of the Planning and Development Act, 2000, that the Council dispose of an area of land measuring 95 sq. metres or thereabouts on the following terms and conditions:-

1.
That the Council shall transfer its freehold interest in the apartment site at Ballyowen Lane, as shown outlined in red on Drawing No. LA/01/06 having an area of 95 sq. metres or thereabouts to Maplewood Developments Limited who acquired the adjoining interest from Fitzgibbon Bros. Limited.

2.
As part of an agreement between Fitzgibbon Bros. Limited and Maplewood Developments Limited it is agreed that Fitzgibbon Bros. Limited shall transfer the unencumbered freehold interest in the open space land at Ballyowen Park, Lucan as shown outlined in red on Drawing No. LA/30/03 (i.e.  Plot No. 5 of the South Dublin County Council Outer Ring Road – Adamstown Roundabout to N4 Order) 2003 having an area of 158 sq. metres or thereabouts to the Council.

3.
That Maplewood Developments Limited shall make a balancing payment of €50,000 (fifty thousand euro) to the Council in one lump sum on the date of transfer of title to both plots which title transfer should take place contemporaneously.

4.
That all outstanding charges, rates and taxes (if any) on the respective plots of land shall be cleared prior of completion of the transaction.

5.
That the above proposal is subject to satisfactory proof of title.

6.
That each party shall be responsible for their own fees in this case.

7.
That the Council shall carry out any accommodation works necessitated by the Scheme at Plot No. 5 of the above CPO.

The lands being disposed of form part of the lands acquired in 1986 from Gerard Walsh and Terence Kelly Junior for open space purposes.

J. Horan

County Manager”
The report was NOTED.

(C/0321/06)
PROPOSED  DISPOSAL  OF PLOT OF LAND ADJOINING 16A  KNOCKMORE GARDENS TALLAGHT DUBLIN 24 - MR  DEREK BOWES
The report by the Manager, which had been circulated was CONSIDERED:
“An application has been received from Mr. Derek Bowes, the owner of No. 16a Knockmore Gardens, Tallaght, Dublin 24 to acquire a strip of Council owned land adjoining his dwelling for incorporation into his existing garden in order to increase the size of his garden. 

Accordingly, I recommend that the Council dispose of an area measuring 94.96 square metres or thereabouts adjoining No. 16a Knockmore Gardens, Tallaght, Dublin 24 as shown outlined in red on Drawing No. RE 0109  to the respective householder, Mr. Derek Bowes in accordance with Section 211 of the Planning and Development Act, 2000 and subject to the provisions of Section 183 of the Local Government Act, 2001 subject to the following terms and conditions as recommended by the Council’s Valuer:-

1. That the Council dispose of the subject plot for the consideration of €35,000(thirty-five thousand euro).

2. That the plot is disposed of with full freehold title and vacant possession.

3. That the applicant incorporates the land into the garden and builds a suitable boundary wall and entrance to match and tie into existing front boundary walls and subject to the necessary planning procedures.

4. That the Council shall retain a wayleave to services that exist in the above land (if any).

5. That each party will be responsible for its own costs and fees in this matter.

6. That the applicant shall obtain the written consent of the Council prior to entering onto the subject plot for the purpose of carrying out any works thereon.

7. That the applicant consults with the Council, ESB and Eircom who have services close to the site, on any proposed works and that these works be carried out in accordance with their requirements if any.  

8. That no agreement enforceable at law is created or intended to be created until exchange of contracts has taken place.

The lands to be disposed of form part of lands acquired from Dublin City Council in 1997 in accordance with the Scheme of Transfer of Houses and  Lands under the Local Government (Dublin) Act 1993.

J. Horan 

County Manager”
The report was NOTED.

(C/0322/06)
REPORT ON PART 8 PLANNING AND DEVELOPMENT REGULATIONS 2001 -  EMBANKMENT ROAD EXTENSION, CITYWEST TO BELGARD
The report by the Manager, which had been circulated, was CONSIDERED: 
.

“The attached report was considered at the Tallaght Area Committee Meeting (2) on Monday 24th April 2006.  This report recommended that the road scheme be implemented subject to the following 12 modifications:- 
a) Revision of road width as displayed from 13 metres to 10.75 metres wide between the proposed Outer Ring Road Phase 3 and Belgard Green Housing Estate, a distance of 1,010 metres. The road from Belgard Green Housing Estate to Old Belgard Road remains at 13 metres wide as displayed, a distance of 1,240 metres.

b) Removal of trees at Alpine Rise will be kept to a minimum.

c) A 2.0m high continuous acoustic wall will be located between Belgard and the eastern end of Alpine Rise. A 2.5m high acoustic wall will be located adjacent to Alpine Rise. The location of the wall will be chosen to avoid the creation of areas that could be used for anti-social behaviour.

d) A new footpath will be provided at the newly created open space at Cairnwood.
e) A landscaping scheme will be prepared by the Parks Department of South Dublin County Council, which will be implemented as part of the road scheme.
f) A low noise surface will be employed over the full extent of the scheme.
g) The left turn lane at the end of the existing Embankment Road (at Belgard Road) will be extended further east to improve traffic flow at the junction.
h) The link road at the Fettercairn Youth Horse project has been moved to the west of the Horse project, thereby resulting in no impact on grazing lands.
i) A mini roundabout will be situated outside St. Marks School in place of the reconfigured junction shown on the Part 8 display drawings.
j) The revision of road marking so as to substantially exclude bus lanes from the Scheme.

k) A white box will be installed on the southbound carriageway at the entrance to the home of the Culleton family.
l) The junction of the Embankment Road Extension with the proposed outer Ring Road Phase 3 will be move nominally northwards to avoid conflict between the proposed Luas extension and a large watermain.

Following consideration of the report it was recommended by the Committee that the scheme be implemented in accordance with the report subject to the following additional modification:-

m)      the provision of a left in / left out  facility at the junction of Belgard 

     
Green / Cairnwood with the proposed Embankment Road.  
MEETING OF TALLAGHT AREA COMMITTEE (2)

MONDAY 24th APRIL 2006

HEADED ITEM No. 4

REPORT ON PART 8 LOCAL GOVERNMENT (PLANNING AND DEVELOPMENT) REGULATIONS 2001

THE PROPOSED EMBANKMENT ROAD EXTENSION, CITYWEST TO BELGARD ROAD
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1.0
Introduction

Part 8 of the Planning and Development Regulations 2001 (S.I. No. 600 of 2001) prescribes the requirements in respect of Local Authority Development for the purposes of Section 179 of the Planning and Development Act, 2000. The Regulations apply to the proposed works involved in the Embankment Road Extension, Citywest to Belgard Road.

The proposed works consist of the following: -

1. Construction of approximately 370 metres of 9 metre wide carriageway between Citywest and the proposed Outer Ring Road – Phase 3.

2. Construction of approximately 2,250 metres of 13 metre wide carriageway between the proposed Outer Ring Road Phase 3 and the Old Belgard Road to include bus lanes in both directions.

3. Provision of additional carriageway lanes between the Old Belgard Road and Belgard Road.

4. Extension in length of existing left turn lane on Embankment Road (westbound at its junction with Belgard Road).

5. Reconfiguration of road layout in the vicinity of Belgard Road, Old Belgard Road and Cookstown Estate Road.

6. Relocation of entrance and entrance road to sports facility located between Belgard Road and Old Belgard Road (north of Embankment Road).

7. Construction of approximately 100 metres of 7.5 metre wide carriageway linking Fettercairn Road to the proposed Embankment Road Extension.

8. Local realignment of Cookstown Road in the vicinity of its junction with the proposed Embankment Road Extension.

9. Realignment of junction of Cookstown Road and Fettercairn Road at St. Marks S.C. and forming of cul-de-sac on Cookstown Road north of junction.

10. Construction of cycletracks and footpaths.

11. Installation of signal control at the junctions of Belgard Road / Cookstown Estate Road and Cookstown Road / proposed Embankment Road Extension.

12. Installation of new (replacement) signal control at the junction of Embankment Road with both Belgard Road and Old Belgard Road.

13. Provision of drainage and associated features.

2.0
Consultation Process

The proposal was advertised in accordance with Part 8 of the Planning and Development Regulations 2001 and was on public display from Thursday 14th July 2005 until Thursday 11th August 2005. Any person wishing to make a submission or observation with respect to the proposed works was invited to do so in writing. The latest date for receipt of submissions regarding the proposed works was 8th September 2005.

3.0
Written Submissions

Fifty-six written submissions, which are included in full in Appendix 1, were received from the following: -

1. Senator Brian Hayes, 48 Dunmore Park, Kingswood Heights, Tallaght, D.24.

2. Railway Procurement Agency (RPA), Parkgate Business Centre, Parkgate Street, Dublin 8.

3. Deputy Charlie O’Connor, TD, Dáil Eireann, Leinster House, Kildare Street, 
Dublin 2.

4. Deputy Charlie O’Connor, TD, on behalf of Jean & Anthony Skerrett, 99 The Dale, Belgard Heights, Tallaght, Dublin 24.

5. Mr. Jim Kelly, 106 The Dale, Belgard Heights, Tallaght, Dublin 24.
6. Roads and Traffic Department, South Dublin County Council.
7. Mr. Alan Keogh, 78 Alpine Rise, Belgard, Dublin 24.
8. Ms. Sharon Lamb, 88 Lanndale Lawns, Springfield, Tallaght, Dublin 24.
9. Ms. Noeleen Cleere, ncleere@bghome.ie (tomasnevin@gmail.com)
10.
Dominic & Valerie Coakley, 66 Alpine Rise, Belgard, Dublin 24.

11.
Quality Bus Network Office, 4th Floor, WorldCom Building, Lr Erne St., Dublin 2.

12.
Barbara McCaffrey & Sean McCaffrey, 46 Alpine Rise, Belgard, Dublin 24.

13.
Water Maintenance Section, South Dublin County Council.
14. Deputy Charlie O’Connor on behalf of Teresa Lynch, 324 The Lawn, Belgard Heights, Tallaght, Dublin 24. 
15.
Peter & Eileen Owens, 322 The Lawn, Belgard Heights, Dublin 24. 

16.
Water Management Section, South Dublin County Council.

17. Ms. Teresa Lynch, 324 The Lawn, Belgard Heights, Dublin 24.

18. Deirdre & Gary Glackin, 72 Alpine Rise, Belgard, Tallaght, Dublin 24.

19.
Deputy Charlie O’Connor on behalf of Margaret Rogers of 281 The Meadows West, Belgard Heights, Tallaght, Dublin 24. 

20. Belgard Heights Community and Residential Association Ltd, Irene Collison, 130 The Court, Belgard Heights, Tallaght, Dublin 24.
21. Cumann Lúthcleas Gael, Naomh Marcais, (St Marks GAA Club), Maura Quinn, Cookstown Road, Springfield, Tallaght, Dublin 24. 

22. Mr. Thomas Nolan, Cairnwood Residents Committee, tommnolan@eircm.net
23. Scoil Ard Mhuire, Pat Keogh (Principal), Belgard, Tallaght, Dublin 24.
24. Anthony & Jean Skerrett, 99 The Dale, Belgard Heights, Tallaght, Dublin 24.
25. Martin & Michelle Lynch, 60 Alpine Rise, Belgard, Dublin 24.
26. Planning Department, South Dublin County Council.
27. Belgard Heights Community & Residential Association Ltd, Irene Collison, 130 The Court, Belgard Heights, Tallaght, Dublin 24.

28. Ms. Paula McCormack, 26 Ambervale, Cookstown Road, Tallaght, Dublin 24.
29. Fettercairn Youth Horse Project, Nicola Coffey (Project Coordinator) & Noel Rochford (Board Member), Fettercairn, Tallaght, Dublin 24.
30. Belgard Green Residents Association, Tracey Flaherty (Secretary) & Des Doran (Chairman), 45 Belgard Green, Cookstown Road, Dublin 24. 

31. Ms. Annette Beggs, 75 Lanndale Lawns, Tallaght, Dublin 24.
32. Ms. Catherine Bell, 58 Alpine Rise, Dublin.
33. Ms. Catherine Cunningham (H&K Europe Ltd), Alpine Rise, Belgard Heights, Dublin 24.
34. Mr. Ray Tierney, 50 Alpine Rise, Belgard, Dublin 24.
35. Ms. Lindsay Beggs, 75 Lanndale Lawns, Tallaght, Dublin 24.
36. Deputy Charlie O’Connor on behalf of Sean Culleton, Newhall, Cookstown Road, Tallaght, Dublin 24.
37. Deputy Charlie O’Connor on behalf of Brenda Brady, 107 The Dale, Belgard Heights, Tallaght, Dublin 24. 
38. Councillor Joe Neville on behalf of Lindsay Beggs, 75 Lanndale Lawns, Tallaght, Dublin 24.
39. Mr. Pat Byrne, 30 Cairnwood Avenue, Dublin 24.
40. Deputy Charlie O’Connor on behalf of Alice Donnelly, 
41. Furlong Family, 64 Alpine Rise, Belgard, Tallaght, Dublin 24.
42. Dublin Transportation Office (DTO), Floor 3, Hainault House, 69-71 St. Stephens Green, Dublin 2.
43. Ms. Maria Fox, 26 Cairnwood Avenue, Belgard, Tallaght, Dublin 24.
44. Ms. Máire Ford, 22 Ambervale, Cookstown Road, Tallaght, Dublin 24.
45. Mr. Shane Geraghty, Roadstone Dublin Ltd., Fortunestown, Tallaght, Dublin 24.
46. Ms. Jean Gilmore Walsh, 12 Cairnwood Court, Tallaght, Dublin 24.
47. Culleton Family, Newhall House, Cookstown Road, Belgard, Dublin 24.
48. Mr. David Dunne, 25 Cairnwood Court, Belgard, Tallaght, Dublin 24.
49. Thomas Nevin & Louise Goodman, 48 Alpine Rise, Belgard, Tallaght, Dublin 24.
50. Mr. Dave Sharp, 326 The Lawn, Belgard Heights, Dublin 24.
51. Siobhán Murray, Ard Mhuire Parents’ Association, Scoil Ard Mhuire Belgard, Tallaght, Dublin 24.
52. Deputy C. O’Connor, on behalf of Annette Beggs, 75 Lanndale Lawns, Tallaght, Dublin 24. 
53. Deputy C. O’Connor, Dáil Eireann, Dublin 2.
54. Davy Hickey Properties, 27 Dawson Street, Dublin 2.
55. Councillor Eamonn Maloney, 84 St. Maelruan’s Park, Tallaght, Dublin 24.
56. Belgard Heights Community & Residential Association Ltd. – Alpine Rise c/o Irene Collison, 130 The Court, Belgard Heights, Tallaght, Dublin 24. 
A file containing these submissions is available at the meeting.

4.0
Submissions and Observations – Details and Responses.

A number of submissions are by public representatives who attach correspondence received from constituents, who in turn also submitted the same (original) submission. A number of submissions are similar in content, addressing the same issues. Comments and Observations received from the fifty-six submissions and Responses to each are as follows:

1. Senator Brian Hayes, 48 Dunmore Park, Kingswood Heights, Tallaght, Dublin 24.
The submission relates to the Belgard Heights and Alpine Rise section of the proposed scheme. The submission relates to the following three issues:

1) The provision of a dedicated pedestrian crossing at the upper end of Belgard Heights to facilitate access to the Luas station at Cookstown.

2) The installation of proper screening between Alpine Rise and the road.
3) The installation of new public lighting.
Response:

1) Pedestrian Crossing facilities are included in the scheme at the junction of the proposed road and the Old Belgard Road, immediately adjacent to the Luas station.

2) The majority of existing trees bounding Alpine Rise will be retained. A number of trees however opposite No. 48 Alpine Rise will need to be removed. A new 2.5m high acoustic wall will be constructed along the interface with Alpine Rise.

3) It is proposed to install a new public lighting system along the entire length of the scheme.  

2. Railway Procurement Agency (RPA), Parkgate Business Centre, Parkgate Street, Dublin 8.
This submission concerns the following:

1) The RPA notes that the Scheme is consistent with the Luas alignment design, Cookstown to Citywest.

2) The provision of appropriate bus/Luas interchange facilities at existing and proposed Luas stop locations.

3) Bus Luas interchange should be accommodated between bus services on Embankment Road and the Outer ring Road and Luas.

4) Provision of parallel QBC and Luas services is likely to conflict if demand does not support both and that both the bus and Luas services on the corridor should compliment rather than compete with each other.

5) A Park & Ride facility is proposed adjacent to the Luas Cheeverstown station. Pedestrian access from the proposed stop to the Luas platforms should be incorporated in the road design.

6) At-grade crossings of all junctions by Luas should be such that high frequency movements at highest priority can be accommodated.

7) The RPA notes that a Luas ‘delta’ junction arrangement at Cookstown is being investigated and will keep South Dublin County Council informed of the situation.

8) The RPA states that efficient junction operation is achieved where the track separation from the junction is minimized.

9)  The RPA states that right turn filter lanes should be provided at all junctions.

10) The road design should incorporate facilities for off-street set-down/pick up, cycle facilities and bus interchange adjacent to all proposed Luas stops.

11) The road layout at the Old Belgard Road may impact on Luas stop line detector locations. The RPA require details at detailed design stage to check this issue. 

12) The RPA query the left-turn yield arrangement at the Old Belgard Road and state that they are not in favour of this type of arrangement. 

13) The RPA state that it would be more desirable to locate the proposed spur into Cookstown Estate closer to Old Belgard Road.

14) Boundary treatments and landscaping should be consistent with the Luas proposals.

Response:

1) No comment.

2) Luas does not form part of the Part 8 Procedure. South Dublin County Council will work with Dublin Bus and the designers of the future Luas with regard to interchange facilities etc.

3) Luas does not form part of the Part 8 Procedure. Bus - Luas interchange will be an issue for the Luas design. South Dublin County Council will work with Dublin Bus and the designers of the future Luas with regard to interchange facilities etc.

4) Potential conflict regarding parallel QBC and Luas services is not an issue associated with the proposed road scheme.

5) Pedestrian access associated with a Park & Ride facility / Luas platforms is an issue associated with the proposed Luas scheme.  

6) Luas requirements / priority at junctions is an issue to be addressed as part of the Luas design.

7) RPA comments are noted.

8) This is an issue for the Luas design.

9) Right-turn lanes have been provided at all appropriate junctions.

10) This issue will be addressed in conjunction with the Luas design.

11) South Dublin County Council will liaise with the RPA during detailed design of the road scheme to determine any impacts with Luas services. Any impacts will be dealt with in conjunction with the RPA and their requirements.

12) The design of the traffic lights is subject to detailed design. South Dublin County Council will liaise with the RPA in relation to a system suited to Luas requirements.

13) The RPA comments are noted. 

14) Boundary treatment and landscaping associated with the road scheme will be to the standards of South Dublin County Council. Boundary treatments and landscaping associated with the proposed Luas will be subject to the approval of South Dublin County Council and should be consistent with those associated with the road scheme.

3.
Deputy Charlie O’Connor, TD, Dáil Eireann, Leinster House, Kildare Street, D2.

This submission welcomes ‘the building of this long needed public amenity’ and raises the following issues:

1) The creation of a cul-de-sac at Cairnwood will be of particular concern to residents of Ambervale, Belgard Green and Cairnwood.

2) The proposed diverting of traffic into Fettercairn past St. Mark’s Community School and the Farm at Fettercairn will require strong traffic calming.
3) A new footpath to be provided at the newly created open space at Cairnwood to facilitate pedestrian access to Ard Mhuire National School.
4) The possibility of an information meeting being arranged for residents in the Cookstown area who would wish to discuss matters.
Response:

1) The provision of a connection from Cairnwood to the proposed road (at the location of the existing Cookstown Road) is not feasible. A connection from Fettercairn Road to the proposed road will be made to the west of the Fettercairn Youth Horse Project. 

2) It is anticipated that the proposed Embankment Road Extension will reduce the volume of traffic on adjacent local roads, including Fettercairn Road. Existing through traffic on Fettercairn Road will relocate to the proposed Embankment Road Extension with Fettercairn Road accommodating local traffic needs.

3) A new footpath will be provided as part of the scheme.

4) A meeting was arranged with local resident groups during the public display period. The scheme was described/outlined to all present and a questions and answers session was undertaken.

4. Deputy Charlie O’Connor, TD, on behalf of Jean & Anthony Skerrett, 99 The Dale, Belgard Heights, Tallaght, Dublin 24.

A separate submission was received from Jean & Anthony Skerrett. Deputy O’Connor raises issues, which are described and addressed in Submission Nr. 24. 

5. Mr. Jim Kelly, 106 The Dale, Belgard Heights, Tallaght, Dublin 24.


This submission welcomes the proposed scheme and raises the following issue:

1) Landscaping to be provided along the interface with Belgard Heights. Currently there is graffiti on the existing wall bounding Belgard Heights. The submission suggests that landscaping and/or a wall finish should be put in place to solve this problem.

Response:
1) A landscaping scheme will be prepared by the Parks Department of South Dublin County Council, which will be implemented as part of the road scheme. Appropriate wall finishes will be employed to combat graffiti.

6. Roads and Traffic Department, South Dublin County Council.
This submission states that ‘cycle facilities should be designed and provided in accordance with the current Cycle Design Manual’.

The submission also states that ‘cycle tracks are marked through junctions, 
Response:
Cycle facilities have been designed and provided in accordance with the current Cycle Design Manual and to South Dublin County Council’s standards. Detailed design of the scheme will conform to the Cycle Design Standard current at that time.

All junctions have been assessed individually. The detail design of each junction will be discussed with, and subject to the approval of, the Traffic Section of the Roads and Traffic Department of South Dublin County Council.

7. Mr. Alan Keogh, 78 Alpine Rise, Belgard, Dublin 24.
This submission concerns the following:
1) Removal of trees at the corner of Alpine Rise.

2) Increase in noise and vibration levels.

3) Concern that the wooden houses in Alpine, which have a ‘ground floor concrete wall base with PVC fascia’, will provide no sound proofing for the road and Luas line.

Response:
1) The majority of existing trees bounding Alpine Rise will be retained. A number of trees however opposite No. 48 Alpine Rise will need to be removed. A new 2.5m high acoustic wall will be constructed along the interface with Alpine Rise.

2) A noise and vibration impact assessment was prepared for the scheme. The assessment was carried out to NRA guidelines. This assessment recommended a low noise surface and 2.0m acoustic walls along certain sections of the route, including the section of the route fronting Alpine Rise. A 2.5m high acoustic wall will be constructed along the interface with Alpine Rise as stated above. 
The assessment also finds that ground vibrations produced by road traffic are unlikely to cause structural vibration in properties located near to well-maintained and smooth road surfaces. Appropriate measures will also be undertaken at construction stage to ensure noise and vibration will not be an issue for the residents of Alpine Rise.
3) As per 2) above.

8. Ms. Sharon Lamb, 88 Lanndale Lawns, Springfield, Tallaght, Dublin 24.
This submission concerns the following:

1) Impact for Fire services associated with closing Cookstown Road at Cairnwood. The Fire Brigade will have to go right through Springfield Estate. The issue of on-street parking within Springfield Estate is raised and the possible restriction to emergency vehicles that may result.

2) Impact for Ambulance services associated with closing Cookstown Road at Cairnwood. Similar comments to 1) above.
3) Effect on the Primary / Secondary School in Springfield. The submission states that new road layout will result in increased traffic in the area. The submission states that through traffic to Tallaght Town Centre on Springfield roads is substantial.
4) The existing road is used as a relief road, is used for people travelling to Belgard, Naas Road, Ballymount, Tallaght Town Centre, Tallaght hospital and by delivery trucks to Fortunestown Shopping Centre.
5) Residents do not need more ‘green space’.

Response:
1) 
Emergency services will not need to travel through Springfield Estate. A new road linking Fettercairn Road and the Embankment Road Extension will facilitate the requirements of the emergency services. On-street parking is not an issue associated with the proposed scheme.

2) Response as per 1) above.

3) It is anticipated that the proposed Embankment Road Extension will reduce the volume of traffic on adjacent local roads, including Fettercairn Road and Cookstown Road. Existing through traffic on Springfield roads will relocate to the proposed Embankment Road Extension, with Fettercairn Road and Cookstown Road accommodating local traffic needs.
4) Response as per 1) and 3) above.
5) No comment. 
9. Ms. Noeleen Cleere, ncleere@bghome.ie (tomasnevin@gmail.com)
This submission concerns the following:

1) That acoustic walls, earth banks with trees and sound absorbing road surface should be employed.

2) Measures to be taken for noise.
Response:
1) A 2.0m high acoustic wall will be constructed along the boundary with Belgard Heights. Earth banks are not necessary for this scheme. A low noise surface will be employed.

2) Response as per 1) above. Also refer to Response to Submission Nr. 7.

10.
Dominic & Valerie Coakley, 66 Alpine Rise, Belgard, Dublin 24.

This submission concerns the following:

1) The proposed road will significantly increase traffic flow and as a consequence will raise noise levels and vibration.

2) The removal of trees at the estate.

Response:

1) Response as per Response to Submission Nr. 7.

2) Response as per Response to Submission Nr. 7.

11.
Quality Bus Network Office, 4th Floor, WorldCom Building, Lr Erne St., 
Dublin 2.
The submission describes the history of the establishment of the Quality Bus Network Project Office (QBNPO). The submission states that the QBNPO has identified the potential for a radial QBC linking Ballymount to Saggart. It is stated that the road will connect the existing orbital QBC at Cookstown Road and the proposed Outer Orbital QBC linking the N4, N7 and N81. It is stated that the scheme will provide a public transport interchange with Luas at the existing ‘Belgard’ station.

The submission states that the Quality Bus Network Project Office strongly supports the scheme.

Response: 
No comment as the submission supports the Part 8 proposal.

12.
Barbara McCaffrey & Sean McCaffrey, 46 Alpine Rise, Belgard, Dublin 24.


This submission addresses the same issues as those in Submission Nr. 7. 

Response:

Refer to Submission Nr. 7 for issues raised and responses.

13. Water Maintenance Section, South Dublin County Council.

This submission states that the ‘Water Maintenance Section has no objection to the scheme subject to the recommendations of the Water Area Engineer being accommodated in the detailed design’. The submission lists water infrastructure affected by the scheme and possible action required.

Response:

All utility / service providers will be contacted at detailed design stage and impact on all services (including water services) will be identified and dealt with in conjunction with, and to the requirements of, each individual utility / service provider.
14. Deputy Charlie O’Connor on behalf of Teresa Lynch, 324 The Lawn, Belgard Heights, Tallaght, Dublin 24.
This submission attached the submission prepared by Ms. Teresa Lynch. This submission was also received directly from Ms. Teresa Lynch, which is detailed under Submission Nr. 17.
15. Peter & Eileen Owens, 322 The Lawn, Belgard Heights, Dublin 24.
 This submission concerns the following:

1) Treatment of existing back garden walls along The Lawn, Belgard Heights.

2) Landscape proposals between the road and the rear garden walls.

3) Noise associated with the road and compensation for same.

Response:

1) A 2.0m high acoustic wall will be constructed adjacent to the existing rear garden walls, and in conjunction with a low noise road surface, is sufficient in terms of noise abatement associated with the proposed road. 

2) A landscaping scheme will be prepared by the Parks Department of South Dublin County Council, which will be implemented as part of the road scheme.
3) Response as per 1) above.
16. Water Management Section, South Dublin County Council.

This submission concerns the same issue as Submission No. 13 and describes in greater detail requirements in relation to water services.

Response: 

All utility / service providers will be contacted at detailed design stage and impact on all services (including water services) will be identified and dealt with in conjunction with, and to the requirements of, each individual utility / service provider.
17. Ms. Teresa Lynch, 324 The Lawn, Belgard Heights, Dublin 24.

This submission raises similar issues to those described in Submission Nr. 15. In addition the submission states that 

1) Construction work should only be undertaken between 08.00 hours and 18.00 hours Monday to Friday and no work at weekends.

2) Rear garden walls backing onto road to be replaced.

3) More garden space to be given to houses.

4) Tree planting programme to be put in place before work commences.

5) Acoustic wall to be built.

6) Sound absorbing road surface.

7) Earth bank.

8) Existing double-glazing to be replaced with triple glazing.

9) Window cleaner to be employed during construction works.

10) Sound proofing to rear walls of houses.

11) Compensation for inconvenience and devaluation of houses.

Response:

Refer to response to Submission Nr. 15. The following is the response to Items 1 to 11.

1) Working hours during the construction works will be restricted to the period between 08.00 hours and 18.00 hours Monday to Friday, and the period between 08.00 hours and 14.00 hours on Saturdays, with no work allowed on Bank Holidays, Church Holy days or other public holidays.

2) Refer to Submission Nr. 15.

3) This would only be possible if all owners of residents in The Lawn agreed to this scenario. This would limit the extent of landscaping that could be placed between the road and the wall. 

4) Landscaping will be undertaken as part of the proposed works. It is not practical to commence landscaping works in advance of roads works.

5) Refer to Submission Nr. 15.

6) A low noise surface will be employed.

7) There is no necessity for an earth bank at this location.

8) Noise associated with the proposed road does not warrant the replacement of existing double glazed windows.

9) Dust suppression measures will be employed as part of the road construction works.

10) Soundproofing of rear walls of houses is not warranted.

11) It is contended that there will be little, if any, inconvenience to residents. The issue of compensation does not arise.
18. Deirdre & Gary Glackin, 72 Alpine Rise, Belgard, Tallaght, Dublin 24.

This submission addresses the same issues as those in Submission Nr. 7. Refer to Submission Nr. 7 for issues raised and responses.

19. Deputy Charlie O’Connor on behalf of Margaret Rogers of 281 The Meadows West, Belgard Heights, Tallaght, Dublin 24.

This submission concerns the following:

1) The future of the football pitch at Belgard Community Centre.

2) Trees planted by the residents of The Meadows West will be retained.

Response:

1) The future of the football pitch at Belgard Community Centre will be unaffected by the proposed road.

2) These trees will be unaffected by the proposed road.

20. Belgard Heights Community and Residential Association Ltd, Irene Collison, 130 The Court, Belgard Heights, Tallaght, Dublin 24.
This submission concerns the following:

1) The wall between the road and Belgard Green should extend from Old Belgard Road to the end of Alpine Rise. The wall should be 4m in height, have a decorative finish facing Belgard Heights and be of an acoustic nature. The wall should be constructed prior to the main roadworks.

2) Trees along The Court should be topped to form a hedge.

3) Ivy should be grown along the road side of the wall as an anti-graffiti measure.

4) A sound absorbing surface to be used on the road.

5) Re-routing of the road away from Alpine Rise by relocation of the ESB pylons.

6) Necessary that existing trees at Alpine Rise be maintained and a new wall be built on the road side of the trees.

7) An earth mound to be built at Alpine Rise and trees planted.

8) Concerns in relation to the closure of Cookstown Road, which would result in the break up of the parish and cut off Belgard Heights from the Parish Church, Credit Union, St. Marks Community School and the GAA Club.

9) Concerns in relation to access for emergency services.

10) Concerns in relation to the closure of Cookstown Road, which would result in difficulties for Ard Mhuire School.

11) Concerns in relation to the closure of Cookstown Road, which would result in difficulties for bus services.

12) The proposed extension of the left turn lane at the existing junction of Embankment Road and Belgard Road should be extended to the lights at Kingswood Heights. A review of the timing of the lights at the existing junction of Embankment Road and Belgard Road is suggested.

13) Reduction in length of the existing pitch at the Community Centre will be a loss. The relocation of the entrance to the Community Centre is too close to the bend and would be dangerous.

14) Potential delays that may arise as a result of the proposed bus gate at the junction of Old Belgard Road and the new road.

15) The provision of a new entrance to Roadstone to help reduce noise and dust associated with the existing Roadstone entrance on Cookstown Road.

Response:

1) A new 2.0m high continuous acoustic wall will be constructed from Belgard to the east of Alpine Rise.  A 2.5m high acoustic wall will be constructed adjacent to Alpine Rise.

2) It is not intended to top these trees as part of the road scheme. However this issue will be raised with the Parks Department of South Dublin County Council
3) A landscaping scheme will be prepared by the Parks Department of South Dublin County Council, which will be implemented as part of the road scheme. Appropriate wall finishes will be employed to combat graffiti.
4) A low noise surface will be incorporated in the scheme.
5) It is not intended to re-route the road at this location.
6) The majority of existing trees bounding Alpine Rise will be retained. A number of trees however opposite No. 48 Alpine Rise will need to be removed. A new 2.5m high acoustic wall will be constructed along the interface with Alpine Rise.
7) An earth mound is not warranted at this location. In any event there is insufficient space for construction of an earth mound.

8) Pedestrian access from Belgard Heights / Alpine Rise will be maintained to Church, School, Credit Union and GAA Club. Vehicular access will be via a new link road adjacent to the Fettercairn Youth Horse Project.

9) Access for emergency vehicles will be via a new link road adjacent to the Fettercairn Youth Horse Project.

10) As per 8) and 9) above.

11) Access for bus services will be via a new link road adjacent to the Fettercairn Youth Horse Project.

12) The left turn lane will be extended further east. Timing of the lights will be examined as part of the detailed design of the road.

13) There will be a minor reduction in the length of the pitch. The new entrance will be detailed with reference to the newly constructed development immediately to the north of the proposed entrance location so as to provide a safe entry/exit to current standards.

14) The bus gate will result in minimal delays.

15) A new entrance to Roadstone lands does not form part of the proposed scheme

21. Cumann Lúthcleas Gael, Naomh Marcais, (St Marks GAA Club), Maura Quinn, Cookstown Road, Springfield, Tallaght, Dublin 24.
This submission concerns the following:

1) Provision of safe pedestrian-crossing facilities at the junction of the proposed road and Cookstown Road.

2) Leave the Cookstown junction open at Cairnwood to facilitate pedestrian pedestrians and motorists coming to/from the GAA club.

3) Closure of the Cookstown Road will increase traffic through Springfield.

Response: 

1) Pedestrian facilities have been incorporated at the junction in question.

2) Pedestrian access will be maintained along the route of the existing Cookstown Road. Vehicular access will be via a new link road west of the Fettercairn Youth Horse Project.
3) It is anticipated that the proposed Embankment Road Extension will reduce the volume of traffic on adjacent local roads, including Fettercairn Road and Cookstown Road. Existing through traffic on Springfield roads will relocate to the proposed Embankment Road Extension, with Fettercairn Road and Cookstown Road accommodating local traffic needs.
22. Mr. Thomas Nolan, Cairnwood Residents Committee, tommnolan@eircm.net
This submission was made as a result of a meeting of residents of Cairnwood, Ambervale, Ashcroft and surrounding residents associations. The issues raised in the submission are as follows:

1) The residents object to the closure of the Junction Road as it will create a major congestion point.

2) That the road should be ‘redirected’ to connect with the proposed road to ‘avoid the chance of serious injury to any of this communities children’.

Response:
1) Pedestrian access will be maintained along the route of the existing Cookstown Road. Vehicular access will be via a new link road adjacent to the Fettercairn Youth Horse Project.

2) It is anticipated that the proposed Embankment Road Extension will reduce the volume of traffic on adjacent local roads, including Fettercairn Road and Cookstown Road. Existing through traffic on Springfield roads will relocate to the proposed Embankment Road Extension, with Fettercairn Road and Cookstown Road accommodating local traffic needs. Pedestrian access will be maintained along the route of the existing Cookstown Road. Vehicular access will be via a new link road west of the Fettercairn Youth Horse Project.

23. Scoil Ard Mhuire, Pat Keogh (Principal), Belgard, Tallaght, Dublin 24.
This submission recommends that a pedestrian bridge be erected over the proposed road linking Cookstown Way and Cairnwood.


Response:


Pedestrian facilities have been incorporated at the junction of Cookstown Road / proposed Embankment Road Extension / Cookstown Way, which will facilitate all pedestrian movements at this location.

24. Anthony & Jean Skerrett, 99 The Dale, Belgard Heights, Tallaght, Dublin 24.
This submission highlights anti-social behaviour in the field between The Dale and the proposed road. It objects to the proposed boundary wall for the road being located away from the existing wall bounding Belgard Heights. Any ‘gap’ between the proposed wall and existing walls will lead to areas where anti-social behaviour will take place.

Response:
Proposed walls will be suitably located to avoid the creation of such areas. 

25. Martin & Michelle Lynch, 60 Alpine Rise, Belgard, Dublin 24.
This submission objects to the proposed scheme as ‘it will bring with it a lot of noise, pollution and extra traffic’ to the area of Alpine Rise.
Response:

Refer to Response to Submission Nr. 7.

26. Planning Department, South Dublin County Council.
This submission outlines a description of the proposed scheme, its context in relation to Zoning and Road Objectives vis-à-vis the County Development Plan. 

The submission further states the following:

‘The proposed Embankment Road Extension – City West to Belgard Road is an objective of the Development Plan 2004-2010 as set out in the written statement and maps.

It is noted that the proposed scheme provides for approximately 100 metres of 7.5m wide carriageway linking Fettercairn Road to the proposed Embankment Road Extension. It is noted that this link road is not indicated on Development Plan maps. This element of the scheme traverses lands that are zoned Objective “F”, “To Preserve and provide for Open Space and Recreational Amenities”. Lands form part of the Fettercairn Horse Project lands and the severance effect of the link road on the lands in question is considered undesirable having regard to the zoning objective. The proposed link road may also facilitate ‘rat running’ through the local area.   

Road designs should have regard to the sustainable place making model as outlined in Section 11.8 – Road Design Considerations – of the Development Plan 2004-2010, if applicable.

Response:

The link road has been relocated to the west of the Fettercairn Youth Horse Project. There is therefore no impact on Horse Project grazing lands.

The scheme has and will have regard to the sustainable place making model as outlined in Section 11.8 – Road Design Considerations – of the Development Plan 2004-2010, where applicable.

27. Belgard Heights Community & Residential Association Ltd, Irene Collison, 130 The Court, Belgard Heights, Tallaght, Dublin 24.

This submission was also received by email and has been covered under Submission Nr. 20

28. Ms. Paula McCormack, 26 Ambervale, Cookstown Road, Tallaght, Dublin 24.
This submission is similar to Submission Nr. 22. The submission was made as a result of a meeting of residents of Cairnwood, Ambervale, Ashcroft and surrounding residents associations. In addition to the issues described in Submission Nr. 22 the following was raised:

1) If the Cookstown Road is closed the residents are worried that the area will become a ‘parking place for people using the Luas’.

Response:

1) The area does not currently experience parking problems of this nature associated with Luas. 

29. Fettercairn Youth Horse Project, Nicola Coffey (Project Coordinator) & Noel Rochford (Board Member), Fettercairn, Tallaght, Dublin 24.
This submission details the background of the Fettercairn Youth Horse project. The submission concerns the following:

1) Impact of the link road on the grazing area.

2) Impact of the future Luas alignment on Horse project lands.

3) Provision of access to lands to the north of the proposed road in the form of an underground connection. The Horse project is allowed the temporary use of this land by South Dublin County Council and Roadstone.

Response:

1) The link road has been relocated to the west of the Fettercairn Youth Horse Project. There is therefore no impact on Horse Project grazing lands.

2) The proposed Luas extension does not form part of the proposed road scheme. An indicative Luas layout was shown on the Part 8 display drawings for information only. The current draft Luas alignment has however been moved northwards to address this concern.

3) An underground connection to lands for which the Horse Project has temporary use is not feasible. Ramps from an underground connection would also occupy a significant portion of Horse Project lands.

30. Belgard Green Residents Association, Tracey Flaherty (Secretary) & Des Doran (Chairman), 45 Belgard Green, Cookstown Road, Dublin 24. 

This submission concerns the following:
1) That a small roundabout be situated outside St. Marks School in place of the reconfigured junction.

2) That a wall and line of tall trees be erected adjacent to the road to the rear of No. 9 – 33, Belgard Green.

3) That a footbridge be erected over the proposed road.

4) That a pedestrian walkway be constructed to afford access to Luas.

Response:
1) A mini roundabout is geometrically feasible at this location. The scheme will be revised to include a mini roundabout.

2) A low noise surface will be incorporated in the scheme. A noise impact assessment undertaken as part of the Part 8 process found that noise at the dwellings in question, with a low noise surface in place, would be within accepted limits. A wall and trees is therefore not envisaged for this area.
3) Pedestrian facilities have been incorporated at the junction of Cookstown Road / proposed Embankment Road Extension / Cookstown Way, which will facilitate all pedestrian movements at this location.
4) A footpath / cycletrack was confirmed to residents groups during an information meeting held during the Part 8 display period. This footpath is now shown on the Part 8 drawings.
31. Ms. Annette Beggs, 75 Lanndale Lawns, Tallaght, Dublin 24.
This submission relates to the impact on grazing lands at the Fettercairn Youth Horse Project.

Response:

Refer to response to Submission Nr. 29.

32. Ms. Catherine Bell, 58 Alpine Rise, Dublin.
This submission addresses the same issues as those in Submission Nr. 7.

Response:

 Refer to Submission Nr. 7 for issues raised and responses.
33. Ms. Catherine Cunningham (H&K Europe Ltd), Alpine Rise, Belgard Heights, Dublin 24.
This submission addresses the same issues as those in Submission Nr. 7. 

Response:

Refer to Submission Nr. 7 for issues raised and responses.
34. Mr. Ray Tierney, 50 Alpine Rise, Belgard, Dublin 24.
This submission addresses the same issues as those in Submissions Nr. 7 & 21. 

Response:

Refer to Submission Nr’s 7 & 21 for issues raised and responses.

35. Ms. Lindsay Beggs, 75 Lanndale Lawns, Tallaght, Dublin 24.
This submission relates to the impact on grazing lands at the Fettercairn Youth Horse Project.

Response:

Refer to response to Submission Nr. 29.

36. Deputy Charlie O’Connor on behalf of Sean Culleton, Newhall, Cookstown Road, Tallaght, Dublin 24.
A separate submission was received from Mr. Sean Culleton. Deputy O’Connor raises issues, which are described and addressed in Submission Nr. 47.
37. Deputy Charlie O’Connor on behalf of Brenda Brady, 107 The Dale, Belgard Heights, Tallaght, Dublin 24. 
This submission states that Ms. Brady is concerned about the future of open land at her house.

Response:

Open land between the proposed road and The Dale will remain in its current status.

38. Councillor Joe Neville on behalf of Lindsay Beggs, 75 Lanndale Lawns, Tallaght, Dublin 24.
This submission attached the submission prepared by Ms. Lindsay Beggs. This submission was also received directly from Ms. Lindsay Beggs, which is detailed under Submission Nr. 35.
39. Mr. Pat Byrne, 30 Cairnwood Avenue, Dublin 24.
This submission related to the closure of Cookstown Road at Cairnwood and has been addressed previously under the response to Submission Nr’s 20, 21 & 22. 

40. Deputy Charlie O’Connor on behalf of Alice Donnelly, 
This submission attaches correspondence from Ms. Alice Donnelly. This submission relates to the impact on grazing lands at the Fettercairn Youth Horse Project.

Response:

Refer to response to Submission Nr. 29.

41. Furlong Family, 64 Alpine Rise, Belgard, Tallaght, Dublin 24.
This submission relates to the impact on Alpine Rise. Issues raised are as per Submission Nr. 7. In addition the submission describes anti-social behaviour in the area.

 Response:

Refer to response to Submission Nr. 7.

42. Dublin Transportation Office (DTO), Floor 3, Hainault House, 69-71 St. Stephens Green, Dublin 2.
The DTO submitted one single submission covering five separate Part 8 schemes, namely a) The Greenhills Road Realignment at Parkview, b) Greenhills/Ballymount Reconfiguration, c) Limekiln Road Extension, d) Robinhood/Ballymount Reconfiguration and e) Embankment Road Extension.

The submission makes a general comment as follows:

‘The DTO supports three of the above schemes in principle as they are related to projects referred to in the DTO Strategy “A Platform for Change” under the category ‘Non-national Roads Projects – Metropolitan Area. These are a) The Greenhills Road Realignment at Parkview, b) Greenhills/Ballymount Reconfiguration and c) Embankment Road Extension’.

DTO comments particular to the Embankment Road Extension scheme are as follows:

1.  It is the opinion of the DTO that under the Road Act 1993-2001 and the regulations made thereunder, the road authority (South Dublin County Council) may be required to prepare an EIS for a number of the road schemes.

2.  The DTO would welcome the opportunity to discuss certain design elements with the local authority, in particular

· Road cross-section and lane width.

· Continuity of bus and cycle provision.

· Cycle provision through junctions.

· Pedestrian crossing facilities.

· The interaction between HGV’s and vulnerable road users’.
Response: 

1. Bus lanes have been included to accommodate the requirements of the QBN Office and the DTO. It is proposed to revise the scheme’s road markings so as to exclude the bus lanes from the Scheme. Provision of the bus lanes at a later date would be a matter for the QBN Office / DTO.

2. The Scheme has been designed to current road standards. South Dublin County Council will discuss appropriate design elements with the DTO.

43. Ms. Maria Fox, 26 Cairnwood Avenue, Belgard, Tallaght, Dublin 24.
This submission addresses the same issues as those in Submission Nr. 22. 

Response:

Refer to Submission Nr. 22 for issues raised and responses.
44. Ms. Máire Ford, 22 Ambervale, Cookstown Road, Tallaght, Dublin 24.
This submission concerns the following:

1) The closure of Cookstown Road at Cairnwood. 

2) The provision of a roundabout adjacent to St. Marks School rather than a revised junction layout.

3) Pedestrian access across the new road.

Response:

1) Refer to the Response to Submission Nr. 21 & 22.

2) Refer to the Response to Submission No. 30. The junction will be revised to include a mini roundabout.
3) Refer to the Response to Submission Nr. 21 & 22.
45. Mr. Shane Geraghty, Roadstone Dublin Ltd., Fortunestown, Tallaght, Dublin 24.
This submission concerns the following:

1) Boundary treatment to Roadstone lands

2) Purchase of lands adjacent to Brookfield Cresent.

3) Objection to removal of the roundabout at Cookstown Road and replacement with a signalised junction. The new layout will result in disruption to Roadstone traffic on Cookstown Road.

4) That effective security be provided during the construction phase to safeguard against trespass to Roadstone lands.

5) Notice to be given prior to site surveys or other works being carried out on Roadstone lands.

6) That severed Roadstone lands will be acquired by South Dublin County Council and that they will be fully compensated for same.

7) Removal of screening bank / earth mound to the north of Belgard Green to be repositioned. Similarly the palisade security fence at the same location.

8) Relocation of earth mound mentioned in 7) above may result in the loss of trees, which would require to be replaced.

9) Confirmation that South Dublin County Council will amend Land Registry Folios at its expense.

10) Confirmation that South Dublin County Council will pay professional fees incurred by Roadstone.

Response:

1) The existing boundary treatment associated with Roadstone lands is palisade fencing. It is proposed to install a similar fence as part of the road scheme. If a different boundary treatment is required by Roadstone then this can be agreed as part of acquisition of the lands.

2) South Dublin Council can only compulsorily acquire lands that are necessary for the scheme. The lands in question are severed by the proposed road. Acquisition of these lands by South Dublin County Council can only be reached by agreement with Roadstone.

3) The existing roundabout is sufficient for the existing road layout. With the proposed road and future Luas in place a roundabout junction is not feasible.

The new signalised junction is sufficiently remote from the existing Roadstone entrance and will not cause disruption to Roadstone traffic.

4) The existing Roadstone boundary fence will not be affected by the proposed road scheme except at one location to the north of Belgard Green. A new fence will be erected to safeguard this area.

5) Notice as required by Roadstone will be given.

6) Severed lands will only be acquired with the agreement of Roadstone.

7) There will be minimal impact on this earth mound. Impact will be reduced further at detailed design stage.

8) There will be minimal impact on the earth mound. There will subsequently be no impact to trees to the north of the mound.

9) This is normal procedure.

10) Payment of professional fees will be dealt with under the CPO / land acquisition process.

46. Ms. Jean Gilmore Walsh, 12 Cairnwood Court, Tallaght, Dublin 24.
This submission relates to the closure of Cookstown Road at Cairnwood, pedestrian access to Ard Mhuire School, bus services, access to Luas and access for emergency services.

Response:

These issues have been addressed under the Response to Submission Nr’s 20, 21 & 22.

47. Culleton Family, Newhall House, Cookstown Road, Belgard, Dublin 24.
This submission relates to the impact to Newhall House. The submission concerns the following:

1) Agreement in relation to detail of gates and driveway.

2) Yellow boxes on both sides of the road at entrance location. The provision of a ‘concealed entrance’ sign and a ‘private road’ sign.

3) Adequate boundary treatment including landscaping.

4) The question is raised in relation to the preparation of an Environmental Impact Study and protection measures for existing wildlife and vegetation.

5) The submission states that the existing layout results in a ‘wind tunnel’ Landscaping measures are recommended to alleviate this problem.

6) Care to be taken to the lands to the south of the property, as this is where the septic tank for the property is located.

7) Proper traffic management to be effected during the construction stage.

8) The name ‘Embankment Road’ is not suitable and a more appropriate name should be chosen.

9) Clarification in relation to area in which the property is located.

10) There are different boundary treatments proposed along the scheme. Why?

11) That the Culleton family be consulted in relation to details associated with their property.

Response:
1) Boundary treatment and drive details will be agreed with the Culleton family.

2) A white box will be installed on the southbound carriageway. A box will not be required on the northbound carriageway.

3) There will be minimal impact on the existing boundary and landscaping. The only impact is to form a new entrance, remove / build up the existing entrance and to construct a new driveway. All details will be agreed with the Culleton family.

4) The nature and size of the scheme does not necessitate the preparation of an Environmental Impact Study. An Environmental Impact Assessment has however been prepared for the scheme. 

5) It is not possible to include measures of this nature. 

6) The Culleton family will be consulted in this regard to ensure there is no impact associated with the existing septic tank.

7) Traffic management measures will be implemented at construction stage.

8) The road scheme currently has the title ‘Embankment Road Extension – Citywest to Belgard’. The official road name will be decided by South Dublin County Council at a later date.

9) The proposed road scheme will not alter the current area name.

10) Boundary treatment is dependent on the type of adjacent property.

11) South Dublin County Council will consult with the Culleton family at all stages of the scheme.

48. Mr. David Dunne, 25 Cairnwood Court, Belgard, Tallaght, Dublin 24.
This submission is in relation to the closure of the Cookstown Road at Cairnwood and has been addressed under the response to Submission Nr’s. 20, 21 and 22.

49. Thomas Nevin & Louise Goodman, 48 Alpine Rise, Belgard, Tallaght, Dublin 24.
This submission concerns the same issues raised under Submission Nr. 7, albeit in greater detail.

Response:

Refer to Response to Submission Nr. 7.
50. Mr. Dave Sharp, 326 The Lawn, Belgard Heights, Dublin 24.
This submission concerns issues raised under Submission Nr. 20. In addition the submission requests that a boundary wall be constructed adjacent to the Luas line to reduce existing ‘screeching’ associated with the Luas trams.

Response:

Refer to Response to Submission Nr. 20.

The provision of a wall adjacent to the Luas line is not an issue associated with the proposed road.

51. Siobhán Murray, Ard Mhuire Parents’ Association, Scoil Ard Mhuire Belgard, Tallaght, Dublin 24.
This submission concerns issues raised under Submission Nr’s. 20, 21 and 22.

Response:

Refer to Response to Submission Nr’s. 20, 21 and 22.

52. Deputy C. O’Connor, on behalf of Annette Beggs, 75 Lanndale Lawns, Tallaght, Dublin 24. 
This submission attached the submission prepared by Ms. Annette Beggs. This submission was also received directly from Ms. Annette Beggs, which is detailed under Submission Nr. 31.
53. Deputy C. O’Connor, Dáil Eireann, Dublin 2.
This submission support the submissions submitted by the Fettercairn Youth Horse Project (Submission Nr. 29), Belgard Green Residents Association (Submission Nr. 30) and the Culleton family (Submission Nr. 47). The submission also supports the call for pedestrian access to be maintained from Cookstown Road to the Luas and for concerns of residents of Belgard Heights to be addressed.

Response:

All issues have been addressed in the respective submissions of the individual parties.

54. Davy Hickey Properties, 27 Dawson Street, Dublin 2.
This submission has been made by Davy Hickey properties who form part of the consortium associated with the Luas extension to Citywest. It is stated that they support the road scheme. The following issues are raised:

1) That the road and Luas design at Cookstown be agreed between both parties in order to achieve a final design.

2) That issues associated with the Cookstown junction and a possible ‘delta’ junction be examined by both parties.

3) The submission supports a signalised junction at Cookstown.

4) Impact of the Luas alignment on the Fettercairn Youth Horse Project.

5) The layout of the Embankment road / Outer Ring Road junction results in the Luas alignment being located over a large main water line. It is requested that the road / junction be moved northwards to avoid this situation.

6) It is requested that the fence along the southern boundary of the road be positioned south of the Luas line.

Response:

1) South Dublin Council will liaise with Luas consortium in this regard.

2) South Dublin Council will liaise with Luas consortium in this regard.
3) No comment.
4) Bus lanes have been omitted and the road width reduced between the Fettercairn Youth Horse Project and the Outer Ring Road Phase 3. The Luas alignment can now be moved northwards thereby avoiding the Horse Project.
5) The junction has been moved northwards to avoid this situation.
6) The position of the fence in question will be dependent on the timing associated with both the road scheme and the Luas extension. South Dublin County Council will liaise with the Luas consortium in this regard.
55. Councillor Eamonn Maloney, 84 St. Maelruan’s Park, Tallaght, Dublin 24.
This submission relates to Alpine Rise. The content of the submission is similar to Submission Nr’s 7 and 20.
Response:

Refer to Response to Submission Nr’s 20 and 20.
56. Belgard Heights Community & Residential Association Ltd. – Alpine Rise c/o Irene Collison, 130 The Court, Belgard Heights, Tallaght, Dublin 24.
This submission relates to Alpine Rise. The content of the submission is similar to Submission Nr’s 7 and 20.

Response:

Refer to Response to Submission Nr’s 7 and 20.

5.0
Summary

The various works proposed under the Embankment Road Extension, Citywest to Belgard are in accordance with the 2004-2010 County Development Plan and with the proper Planning and Development of the area.

It is therefore proposed to proceed with the Embankment Road Extension, Citywest to Belgard Road subject to the following:

m) Revision of road width as displayed from 13 metres to 10.75 metres wide between the proposed Outer Ring Road Phase 3 and Belgard Green Housing Estate, a distance of 1,010 metres. The road from Belgard Green Housing Estate to Old Belgard Road remains at 13 metres wide as displayed, a distance of 1,240 metres.

n) Removal of trees at Alpine Rise will be kept to a minimum.

o) A 2.0m high continuous acoustic wall will be located between Belgard and the eastern end of Alpine Rise. A 2.5m high acoustic wall will be located adjacent to Alpine Rise. The location of the wall will be chosen to avoid the creation of areas that could be used for anti-social behaviour.

p) A new footpath will be provided at the newly created open space at Cairnwood.
q) A landscaping scheme will be prepared by the Parks Department of South Dublin County Council, which will be implemented as part of the road scheme.
r) A low noise surface will be employed over the full extent of the scheme.
s) The left turn lane at the end of the existing Embankment Road (at Belgard Road) will be extended further east to improve traffic flow at the junction.
t) The link road at the Fettercairn Youth Horse project has been moved to the west of the Horse project, thereby resulting in no impact on grazing lands.
u) A mini roundabout will be situated outside St. Marks School in place of the reconfigured junction shown on the Part 8 display drawings.
v) The revision of road marking so as to substantially exclude bus lanes from the Scheme.

w) A white box will be installed on the southbound carriageway at the entrance to the home of the Culleton family.
x) The junction of the Embankment Road Extension with the proposed outer Ring Road Phase 3 will be move nominally northwards to avoid conflict between the proposed Luas extension and a large watermain.

The scheme will be funded from Development Levies.
A slide is available at the meeting.”
The report was NOTED and it was AGREED that the proposed development be carried out as recommended in the Manager’s Report subject to the following additional modification:-

m) the provision of a left in / left out  facility at the junction of Belgard Green / Cairnwood with the proposed Embankment Road.  

(C/0323/06)
REPORT ON PART 8 PLANNING AND DEVELOPMENT REGULATIONS 2001 - GREENHILLS ROAD RE-ALIGNMENT AT PARKVIEW
The report by the Manager which, had been circulated was CONSIDERED:
“The attached report was considered at the Tallaght Area Committee Meeting (2) on Monday 24th April 2006.  This report recommended that the road scheme be implemented subject to the following 4 modifications:- 
a) The provision of an entrance off the realigned road serving the businesses in the vicinity of the Cuckoo’s Nest Public House and the Tallaght Theatre. 

b) The revision of road marking so as to exclude bus lanes from the Scheme.

c) Construction of a new acoustic wall between the proposed road and Birchview Avenue and Treepark Road.

d) Upgrading of existing rear boundary walls of Parkview Estate, if necessary, to achieve proper/adequate noise attenuation.
Following consideration of the report it was recommended by the Committee that the scheme be implemented in accordance with the report.

MEETING OF TALLAGHT AREA COMMITTEE (2)

MONDAY 24th APRIL 2006

HEADED ITEM No. 3

REPORT ON PART 8 LOCAL GOVERNMENT (PLANNING AND DEVELOPMENT) REGULATIONS 2001

THE PROPOSED GREENHILLS ROAD REALIGNMENT AT PARKVIEW
CONTENTS
1.0
Introduction

2.0
Consultation Process

3.0
Written Submissions

4.0
Submissions and Observations – Details and Responses.

5.0
Summary

1.0
Introduction

Part 8 of the Planning and Development Regulations 2001 (S.I. No. 600 of 2001) prescribes the requirements in respect of Local Authority Development for the purposes of Section 179 of the Planning and Development Act, 2000. The Regulations apply to the proposed works involved in the realignment of the Greenhills Road to the north of the Parkview Estate.

The proposed works as displayed consist of the following: -

1. Construction of a 13 metre wide carriageway, including bus lanes in each direction, for a distance of approximately 660m west of the Greenhills Road bridge over the M50.

2. Construction of an extension to Tymon North Road to the new realigned Greenhills Road.

3. Construction of cycletracks and footpaths.

4. Installation of signal control at the junction of the realigned Greenhills Road and the extension to Tymon North Road.

5. Provision of pedestrian lights on realigned Greenhills Road near the Cuckoo’s Nest public house.

6. Removal of existing traffic lights at the existing junction of Greenhills Road and Tymon North Road.

7. Removal of existing pedestrian lights on the existing Greenhills Road at the Cuckoo’s Nest public house.

8. Provision of drainage and associated features.

The new road will have a 50 KPH speed limit.

2.0
Consultation Process

The proposal was advertised in accordance with Part 8 of the Planning and Development Regulations 2001 and was on public display from Thursday 14th July 2005 until Thursday 11th August 2005. Any person wishing to make a submission or observation with respect to the proposed works was invited to do so in writing. The latest date for receipt of submissions regarding the proposed works was 8th September 2005.

3.0
Written Submissions

Twenty written submissions were received from the following: -

1.
Quality Bus Network Office (QBN), Project Manager, Ciarán de Burca, 4th Floor, WorldCom Building, Lower Erne Street, Dublin 2.
2. Graham Horn & Christine Malone, 51 Elmcastle Walk, Kilnamangh, Tallaght, Dublin 24.

3. Water Maintenance Section, SDCC.

4. Roads & Traffic Department, SDCC.
5. Water Management Section, SDCC.
6. Planning Department.

7. Cuckoos Nest Cabs, Mr. Tadhg Joyce, Cuckoos Nest, Greenhills Road, Tallaght, Dublin 24.
8. Tallaght Theatre Group, Mr. Michael Lynchehaun, Back of Cuckoos Nest, Greenhills Road, Tallaght, Dublin 24.
9. Mrs. B Sheridan, 17 Birchview Avenue, Kilnamanagh, Tallaght, Dublin 24.
10. Mr. Chris O’Brien, cobrien@eircom.ie. 

11. Mr. Sean Cooke, 19 Birchview Lawns, Kilnamangh, Tallaght, Dublin 24.

12. Ms. Audrey Shelley (Staff Members), The Cuckoos Nest, Greenhills Road, Tallaght, Dublin 24 (enclosed Petition – 65 Names).

13. Ms. Anne Flynn, 18 Birchview Avenue, Kilnamangh, Dublin 24.

14. Mr. John McKeown, (Stanley Bookmakers) 20 Osprey, Templeogue, Dublin 6W.

15. Liam & Marian Healy, 20 Parkview, Greenhills Road, Dublin 24.

16. Ms. Maureen Phelan, 5 Parkview, Greenhills Road, Dublin 24.

17. Mr. Paul Murray, 5 Birchview Lawn, Kilnamangh, Dublin 24.

18. Reid Associates, Ann Mulcrone, (on behalf of Cuckoos Nest Public House) 2 Connaught Place, Brofton Road, Dun Laoghaire, Co Dublin. 

19. The Cuckoos Nest (Tallaght) Ltd, Phyllis Lynch (Proprietor) Greenhills Road, Dublin 24.

20.  Dublin Transportation Office (DTO), Floor 3, Hainault House, 69-71 St Stephens Green, Dublin 2.

A file containing the submissions is available at the meeting.

4.0
Submissions and Observations – Details and Responses.

Comments and Observations received from the twenty submissions and Responses to each are as follows:

1.
Quality Bus Network Office (QBN), Project Manager, Ciarán de Burca, 4th Floor, WorldCom Building, Lower Erne Street, Dublin 2.


The submission describes the history of the establishment of the Quality Bus Network Project Office (QBNPO), the high bus numbers on Greenhills Road, the need for a QBC on Greenhills Road and work carried out to date on the project.

The submission states that the QBNPO ‘welcomes the publication of the details of the Greenhills Road Realignment at Parkview, which is a key element of the proposed Greenhills Road QBC’.
The submission further states that ‘the Quality Bus Network Project Office strongly supports the proposed Greenhills Road Realignment at Parkview as a key element of both the Greenhills Road QBC and the broader Quality Bus Network in southwest Dublin’.

Response: no comments as submission supports the Part 8 proposal 

2.
Graham Horn & Christine Malone, 51 Elmcastle Walk, Kilnamangh, Tallaght, Dublin 24.

This submission describes in detail the writers’ views on traffic flows and patterns within the Greenhills, Tallaght, Naas Road, Belgard and Citywest areas. It describes the writers’ views on traffic flows on Greenhills Road. It states that the entire works proposed for the Greenhills/Ballymount area, the Embankment Road Extension and upgrade works to the M50 should be ‘considered to see their relationship with the Parkview proposal’.
The submission welcomes the realignment of the Greenhills Road onto Calmount Road, the extension of the Limekiln Road to Greenhills Road and the Embankment Road Extension.

The submission states that with all other improvements in place, including the new M50 slip lanes, ‘the proposed Parkview scheme becomes less valid as the majority of the existing traffic using the Greenhills Road is likely to use those alternative routes. The Parkview scheme should be the last of the proposals to be considered for build, if indeed it should be built’.
The submission calls for a traffic study to be carried out after other improvements have been completed in order to determine justification for the Parkview scheme. The submission states that expenditure on the scheme is unjustified. It further states that there is room for improving the existing alignment through the Tymon Road North/Greenhills Road junction and the phasing and sequence of the junction traffic lights. A 3 tonne weight limit for the road is also suggested. 

An attached submission details ‘considerations to be taken into account if the proposed realignment work goes ahead’. These include:

1 Access to bus stops to be retained at all times during the works. Provision of a temporary footbridge structure, provision of a temporary footpath kept to a acceptable standard.

2 Provision of 100% grants for double glazing for all properties affected by the scheme.

3 Provision to be made for construction to proceed only on weekdays, with no work at weekends.

4 Provision to be made for a strict timetable for the period of construction.

5 Provision to be made for the construction site to be adequately secured.

6 Provision to be made for the immediate removal of any traveller encampments that may be set up during construction.

7 No construction vehicles to be permitted to use any of Kilnamanagh’s Roads.

8 Provision to be made for a dividing wall to be placed between the realigned Greenhills Road and Treepark Road with direct accesses as currently in place. Shrubs and plants to be provided on the entire length of the Kilnamanagh side of the wall.

9 Provision to be made to ensure that the street lighting provided does not increase the light pollution for any residents in the affected areas. Also that the road surface should be of a type that minimises road noise.

10 Provision to be made for traffic calming measures on the realigned Greenhills Road and at the realigned Tymon Road North/Greenhills Road Junction, traffic cameras to detect offenders travelling through red lights and the provision of a yellow box at the junction.

Response: 
The construction of the Scheme is necessary for the purpose of upgrading an existing sub-standard road and for the provision of cycle and pedestrian facilities.

The Scheme has been a Roads Objective in numerous County Development Plans. It is an objective of the South Dublin County Development Plan 2004 – 2010. The various elements of the Scheme form the following Objectives of the Development Plan 2004 – 2010:
a) The realigned road is a 6-year Roads Objective.

b) The provision of cycle facilities is a proposed Cycle Route Network Objective.
The Scheme also forms part of the Integrated Framework Plan for Land Use and Transportation for the Tallaght Area (IFPLUT). The Plan, finalised in 2003, was commissioned by South Dublin County Council and the Dublin Transportation Office (DTO). Its purpose was to establish a strategy to maximise the potential benefit of sustainable development of the area and to fully utilise proposals for improving public transport and highway systems, together with cycling and walking facilities. The Greenhills Road (Parkview) Realignment forms part of the proposed cycle and road network improvements examined under IFPLUT.

In relation to the considerations listed in the submission to be taken into account if the Scheme proceeds the following is stated.

· Account will be taken of existing bus stops, which will be retained for the majority of the period of the construction works. If affected by the works, which may occur for short periods, temporary alternative stops will be provided, in conjunction with Dublin Bus. 

· Construction works will only be undertaken during weekdays during the period between 8.00am and 7.00pm.

· A suitable wall, to South Dublin County Council Standards, will be constructed between the realigned road and Treepark Road. The wall will be a minimum of 2m in height and of suitable density to attenuate noise (min 10kg/sq.m).

· Detection of traffic offences is a matter for An Garda Síochána.

· All of the considerations detailed in the submission will be examined and implemented where possible and appropriate.

3.
Water Maintenance, SDCC.
This submission states that the ‘Water Maintenance Section has no objection to the scheme subject to the recommendations of the Water Area Engineer being accommodated in the detailed design’. The submission lists water infrastructure affected by the scheme and possible action required.

Response:
All utility / service providers will be contacted at detailed design stage and impact on all services (including water services) will be identified and dealt with in conjunction with, and to the requirements of, each individual utility / service provider.

4.
Roads & Traffic Department, SDCC.

This submission states that ‘cycle facilities should be designed and provided in accordance with the current Cycle Design Manual’.

The submission also includes an attached email from which states that ‘cycle tracks are marked through junctions, I am not in favour of this as it may describe a priority that does not always exist’.
Response: 
Cycle facilities have been designed and provided in accordance with the current Cycle Design Manual and to South Dublin County Council’s standards. Detailed design of the scheme will conform to the Cycle Design Standard current at that time.

All junctions have been assessed individually. The detail design of each junction will be discussed with, and subject to the approval of, the Traffic Section of the Roads and Traffic Department of South Dublin County Council.

 5.
Water Management Section, SDCC.
This submission concerns the same issue as Submission No. 2 and describes in greater detail requirements in relation to water services.

Response: 

All utility / service providers will be contacted at detailed design stage and impact on all services (including water services) will be identified and dealt with in conjunction with, and to the requirements of, each individual utility / service provider.

6. Planning Department, SDCC.

This submission outlines a description of the proposed scheme, its context in relation to Zoning and Road Objectives vis-à-vis the County Development Plan. The submission states that ‘there are a number of potential archaeological sites in the vicinity of the proposed road improvements’ and lists the sites, which are recorded on the Record of Monuments. 

The submission further states that:

‘The proposed road scheme is an objective of the Development Plan 2004-2010 as set out in the written statement and maps. 

Road designs should have regard to the sustainable place making model as outlined in Section 11.8 – Road Design Considerations – of the Development Plan 2004-2010, if applicable.

The drawings displayed do not detail items such as landscaping and boundary treatment. This is a detail that may need addressing to ensure that open spaces are adequately dealt with to avoid security and anti-social behaviour issues’.
Response: 

An Environmental Appraisal of the Scheme has been undertaken, which identified the potential archaeological sites in the vicinity of the proposed road improvements. The Environmental Appraisal recommends the following, which will be undertaken as part of the design and construction phases of the Scheme:

‘Road works will be subject to archaeological monitoring. In addition archaeological test trenching will be carried out by a licensed archaeologist prior to commencement of roadworks. Any archaeological material thus exposed should then be subject to full archaeological resolution’.

The proposed scheme involves the upgrading and realignment of Greenhills Road. The scheme has and will have regard to the sustainable place making model as outlined in Section 11.8 – Road Design Considerations – of the Development Plan 2004-2010, where applicable.

Details such as landscaping and boundary treatment will be to South Dublin County Council standards. 

7. Cuckoos Nest Cabs, Mr. Tadhg Joyce
This submission concerns the possible impact on the business resulting from loss of direct access to the business off Greenhills Road.

Response: 

The plans will be revised to include an access off the realigned Greenhills Road serving Cuckoos Nest Cabs and the Cuckoo’s Nest Public House.

8. Tallaght Theatre Group, Mr. Michael Lynchehaun.
This submission states that ‘while we welcome the overall improvement of the road we are unhappy that the proposal includes the closure of direct access from the Greenhills Road to our theatre and the Cuckoo’s Nest’.
Response: 

The plans will be revised to include an access off the realigned Greenhills Road serving Cuckoos Nest Cabs, the Cuckoo’s Nest Public House and the Tallaght Theatre Group.

9. Mrs. B Sheridan, 17 Birchview Avenue, Kilnamanagh, Tallaght, Dublin 24.
This submission raises the following concerns.

a) The gap between Birchview Avenue and Parkview Estate does not seem to be sufficiently wide to build a large roadway. According to the construction plans, this new road will pass close by the Birchview Avenue cul-de-sac and come right up to the boundary wall of number 18. This will leave little or no space between the road and residential area.

b) The construction of a new road major traffic junction beside Birchview and behind the cul-de-sac, will hinder the daily lives of the residents due to an invasion of privacy and traffic pollution. Does the plans consider how close people will have to live beside the new busy thoroughfare?

c) According to the construction plan the new Greenhills Road will be realigned, however the Birchview Avenue cul-de-sac is situated in a dip and this will mean that oncoming traffic will beam their lights directly into the facing houses. The residents of number 17 and 18 will have their privacy invaded and suffer light and noise pollution day and night.
d) Any major construction project near a residential area will obviously be an encumbrance on local people. What will be the timescale for the building of such a large road? Will the residents of Birchview Avenue have to endure lengthy stays of heavy machinery parked up at their doorstep? And suffer the noise and dirt of living on a building site?
e) ….…the residents of Birchview Avenue will be living along a busy traffic thoroughfare. Birchview Avenue will effectively become a roundabout on the Greenhills Road, who wants their home to be placed on a roundabout? I strongly object to the proposed road and feel it will cause great problems for the people living in Birchview Avenue.
Response: 

a) There is sufficient space for the proposed road as shown on the Part 8 planning drawings. At its closest, the new carriageway is 5m from the boundary wall of No. 18, with the back of footpath being 1.6m from the boundary wall.

b) The Scheme has been a Roads Objective in numerous County Development Plans. It is an objective of the South Dublin County Development Plan 2004 – 2010. The various elements of the Scheme form the following Objectives of the Development Plan 2004 – 2010:
· The realigned road is a 6-year Roads Objective.

· The provision of cycle facilities is a proposed Cycle Route Network Objective.
c) A suitable wall, to South Dublin County Council Standards, will be constructed along the back of footpath, between the realigned road and Birchview Avenue. The wall will be a minimum of 2m in height and of suitable density to attenuate noise (min 10kg/sq.m). The final height will be chosen so as to ensure light from oncoming traffic does not impact on No’s 17 & 18.

d) The scale of the construction works is relatively small and is predominantly confined to the road reservation corridor. It is estimated that the construction works, as a stand-alone project, will require a timescale of 5 to 6 months.
· Facilities for the contractors, including parking areas, will be located away from residences.

· Construction activities will be restricted to the period between 8.00am and 7.00pm, Monday to Friday. This excludes the pumping out of excavations, security and emergency works.

· Construction vehicles and equipment will be properly maintained.

· Equipment used intermittently will be shut down or throttled back to a minimum during periods when not in use.

· All vehicles and equipment will where appropriate, be fitted with exhaust silencers.

· Dust control measures will be implemented to minimise dust emanating from the construction site.
e) There will be no connection between the realigned Greenhills Road and Birchview Avenue. There is no question of the realigned road forming, or effectively forming, a roundabout at this location.

10. Mr. Chris O’Brien, cobrien@eircom.ie.

This submission states ‘could you let me know if you plan to build a perimeter wall or provide tree planting between Kilnamanagh and the new road. This re-routing brings the Greenhills Road much closer to residences in Kilnamanagh and I would have concerns with regard to increased noise and safety aspects of a larger road without boundaries’.
Response: 
A suitable wall, to South Dublin County Council Standards, will be constructed between the realigned road and Kilnamanagh. The wall will be a minimum of 2m in height and of suitable density to attenuate noise (min 10kg/sq.m). Landscaping will be carried out to the requirements of the Parks Department of South Dublin County Council.
11. Mr. Sean Cooke, 19 Birchview Lawns, Kilnamangh, Tallaght, Dublin 24.

This submission raises the following points:

1. ‘It is not clear as o what type of boundaries will surround the footpaths. Between the existing Greenhills Road and Birchview Avenue there is a considerable amount of well established trees and there is no mention as to whether these will be reinstated on completion of the realignment. …………..As these trees are possibly part of the original old Greenhills Road I believe they should preserved at all costs’.

2. ‘In the vegetation along this section are rodents which are not an inconvenience (at the moment) ……… could you let me know if any steps will be taken to eliminate them before construction works commence’.

3. ‘In relation to the amount of green amenity space between the Greenhills Road and Birchview Avenue the amount of green space will be reduced and possibly be a safety issue if the trees and a high boundary stonewall are not inserted to divide this area’.

Response: 

1. A suitable wall, to South Dublin County Council Standards, will be constructed between the realigned road and Birchview Avenue. The wall will be a minimum of 2m in height and of suitable density to attenuate noise (min 10kg/sq.m). Existing trees will be affected by the realigned road. However, where possible, trees will be retained. Landscaping will be carried out to the requirements of the Parks Department of South Dublin County Council.

2. Measures will be taken to eliminate rodents prior to construction works commencing.

3. The ‘green space’ in question is a road reservation corridor, which has been reserved for many years for the purpose of realignment of the Greenhills Road. A suitable wall, to South Dublin County Council Standards, will be constructed between the realigned road and Birchview Avenue

12. Ms. Audrey Shelley (Staff Members), The Cuckoo’s Nest, Greenhills Road, Tallaght, Dublin 24 (enclosed Petition – 65 Names).
This submission raises concerns regarding:

a) Loss of trade at the Cuckoo’s Nest Public house due there being no direct access to the business from Greenhills Road.

b) Impact on staff members access to the premises.

c) Concern for staff safety and access for Gardai and emergency services.

Response: 

The plans will be revised to include an access off the realigned Greenhills Road serving the Cuckoos Nest Cabs and the Cuckoo’s Nest Public House.

13. Ms. Anne Flynn, 18 Birchview Avenue, Kilnamangh, Dublin 24.

This submission raises concerns regarding the distance between No. 18 Birchview Avenue and the proposed wall. ‘It cant be very wide as there does not seem to be very much space. Narrow spaces seem to be a great place for anti social behaviour. I dont want a narrow walkway (grass) between my house and wall. Maybe shrubs, bushes or trees could be a better solution’.

Response: 

At its closest, the boundary wall of No. 18 is 1.6m from the back of footpath of the realigned road.

Landscaping is an option in relation to this narrow space. Alternatively redefining/realigning the boundary of No. 18 is an option. It is intended to discuss these alternatives with Mrs. Flynn and to agree the final treatment of this area.

14. Mr. John McKeown, (Stanley Bookmakers) 20 Osprey, Templeogue, Dublin 6W.

This submission raises concerns regarding:

a) Loss of trade at the Stanley Bookmakers adjacent to the Cuckoo’s Nest Public house due to there being no direct access to the business from Greenhills Road and due to loss of visibility from Greenhills Road.

b) The loss of direct access and visibility would devalue the property and it would not be as viable a proposition to any future tenants.

c) The provision of an entrance off the realigned Greenhills Road.

Response: 

The plans will be revised to include an access off the realigned Greenhills Road serving the various businesses in the vicinity of the Cuckoo’s Nest Public House. It is considered that visibility of the business from the realigned Greenhills Road will remain good.

15. Liam & Marian Healy, 20 Parkview, Greenhills Road, Dublin 24.

The submission states ‘We would be grateful if you could level off the waste land behind the Parkview estate to the level of the existing Kilnamanagh Road. Would the Council consider increasing the height of the existing boundary walls’.
Response: 
The Roads Department Senior Engineer has reported that as regards Submission No. 15:
The material in question will be removed or levelled as part of the road construction works. Existing rear boundary walls to residences in Parkview are considered sufficiently high. Other walls will be examined as part of the detailed design of the Scheme.

Existing boundary walls at Parkview will be examined to determine if they are of suitable density and height that would adequately attenuate noise to required levels. If the walls are substandard they will be replaced, subject to the agreement of the property owners.

16.  Ms. Maureen Phelan, 5 Parkview, Greenhills Road, Dublin 24.

The submission states ‘The area of land behind the Boundary Wall between Parkview and Birchview, is not level and is very high and uneven in some parts. This enables gangs of youths to vault and sit on the boundary wall, engaging in anti social behaviour, which causes a nuisance to myself and the other residents of Parkview. …………………… It is essential that the land behind the boundary wall is levelled in line with the road. This would go someway in eliminating the above nuisance’.
Response: 
The material in question will be removed or levelled as part of the road construction works. 
17.  Mr. Paul Murray, 5 Birchview Lawn, Kilnamangh, Dublin 24.
This submission raises objection to the Scheme as follows:

a) The green area at Birchview Avenue, where we as a family have enjoyed, will now be gone.

b) We will now have to endure the noise and pollution of heavy traffic and HGV’s where before they were masked by the trees (which will also disappear).

c) I am concerned that the quality of family life is being undermined by the need to create better driving conditions.
Response: 
The ‘green space’ in question is a road reservation corridor, which has been reserved for many years for the purpose of realignment of the Greenhills Road. The Scheme has been a Roads Objective in numerous County Development Plans. It is an objective of the South Dublin County Development Plan 2004 – 2010.

A suitable wall, to South Dublin County Council Standards, will be constructed between the realigned road and Birchview Avenue.
18. Reid Associates, Ann Mulcrone, (on behalf of Cuckoos Nest Public House) 2 Connaught Place, Brofton, Road, Dun Laoghaire, Co Dublin. 

This submission is on behalf of the Cuckoo’s Nest Public house and the adjoining property owner Mr. Gerry Somerville. The submission describes in detail the following:

a) Site location and Context.

b) Interaction between existing uses and Greenhills Road.

· Accessibility.

· Passing Trade and Turnover.

· Safety and Security.

c) Proposed Realignment of Greenhills Road and Impact on Cuckoo’s Nest and adjoining lands.

· Physical and Visual Separation.

· Reduction in Accessibility and Movement

· Loss of Trade.

· Safety and Security Concerns

· Failure to take account of Existing Land Uses and Zoning Objective.

d) Regional and Local Context.

e) Concluding Statement.

The submission requests ‘that the proposed realignment of the Greenhills Road does not by-pass the Cuckoo’s Nest Lands or at the very least provides for mitigation in the form of a left-in left-out junction road or single slip lane that links the Cuckoo’s Nest directly to the realigned road’.


Response: 

The plans will be revised to include an access off the realigned Greenhills Road serving the various businesses in the vicinity of the Cuckoo’s Nest Public House.
19. The Cuckoos Nest (Tallaght) Ltd, Phyllis Lynch (Proprietor) Greenhills Road, Dublin 24.

This submission does not object to the realignment of the Greenhills road but objects to the loss of direct access to the business off Greenhills Road.

Response: 

The plans will be revised to include an access off the realigned Greenhills Road serving the Cuckoos Nest Cabs and the Cuckoo’s Nest Public House.

20. Dublin Transportation Office (DTO),

The DTO submitted one single submission covering five separate Part 8 schemes, namely a) The Greenhills Road Realignment at Parkview, b) Greenhills/Ballymount Reconfiguration, c) Limekiln Road Extension, d) Robinhood/Ballymount Reconfiguration and e) Embankment Road Extension.

The submission makes a general comment as follows:

‘The DTO supports three of the above schemes in principle as they are related to projects referred to in the DTO Strategy “A Platform for Change” under the category ‘Non-national Roads Projects – Metropolitan Area. These are a) The Greenhills Road Realignment at Parkview, b) Greenhills/Ballymount Reconfiguration and c) Embankment Road Extension’.

DTO comments particular to the Greenhills Road Realignment at Parkview Scheme are as follows:

1. The DTO would recommend that an assessment be undertaken which takes all of the schemes into account (assessment elements are detailed). 

2. It is the opinion of the DTO that under the Road Act 1993-2001 and the regulations made thereunder, the road authority (South Dublin County Council) may be required to prepare an EIS for a number of the road schemes.

3.  The DTO would welcome the opportunity to discuss certain design elements with the local authority, in particular

· Road cross-section and lane width.

· Continuity of bus and cycle provision.

· Cycle provision through junctions.

· Pedestrian crossing facilities.

· The interaction between HGV’s and vulnerable road users’.
Response: 
1.
The Scheme has been a Roads Objective in numerous County Development Plans. It is an objective of the South Dublin County Development Plan 2004 – 2010. The various elements of the Scheme form the following Objectives of the Development Plan 2004 – 2010:

· The realigned road is a 6-year Roads Objective.

· The provision of cycle facilities is a proposed Cycle Route Network Objective.
The Scheme also forms part of the Integrated Framework Plan for Land Use and Transportation for the Tallaght Area (IFPLUT). The Plan, finalised in 2003, was commissioned by South Dublin County Council and the Dublin Transportation Office (DTO). Its purpose was to establish a strategy to maximise the potential benefit of sustainable development of the area and to fully utilise proposals for improving public transport and highway systems, together with cycling and walking facilities. The Robinhood Ballymount Scheme forms part of the proposed cycle and road network improvements examined under IFPLUT.
2.
Bus lanes have been included in the Part 8 Display drawings to accommodate the requirements of the QBN Office and the DTO. Whilst it is our opinion that South Dublin County Council is not contravening the EIS requirements, it is now proposed to revise the scheme’s road markings so as to exclude bus lanes from the Scheme. Provision of the bus lanes at a later date would be a matter for the QBN Office / DTO.

3.
The Scheme has been designed to current road standards. South Dublin County Council will discuss appropriate design elements with the DTO.

5.0
Summary

The various works proposed under the Greenhills Road Realignment at Parkview are in accordance with the 2004-2010 County Development Plan and with the proper Planning and Development of the area.

It is therefore proposed to proceed with the Greenhills Road Realignment at Parkview Scheme subject to the following:

1. The provision of an entrance off the realigned road serving the businesses in the vicinity of the Cuckoo’s Nest Public House and the Tallaght Theatre. 

2. The revision of road marking so as to exclude bus lanes from the Scheme.

3. Construction of a new acoustic wall between the proposed road and Birchview Avenue and Treepark Road.

4. Upgrading of existing rear boundary walls of Parkview Estate, if necessary, to achieve proper/adequate noise attenuation.

The scheme will be funded from Development Levies.”
A slide is available at the meeting.

The report was NOTED and it was AGREED that the proposed development be carried out as recommended in the Manager’s Report.
(C/0324/06)
REPORT ON PUBLIC NOTIFICATION PROCEDURE UNDER PART 8 OF THE PLANNING AND DEVELOPMENT REGULATIONS 2001- 2003 FOR THE PROPOSED MODIFICATION TO A PREVIOUSLY APPROVED DEVELOPMENT BY REPLACING THIS APPROVED TRAVELLER-SPECIFIC DEVELOPMENT WITH  EIGHT GROUP HOUSES TO ACCOMMODATE MEMBERS OF THE TRAVELLING COMMUNITY WITH ACCESS ROAD, BOUNDARY TREATMENT AND ALL NECESSARY ASSOCIATED ANCILLARY WORKS AT COLDCUT ROAD, COLDCUT, CO. DUBLIN.
The following report by the Manager, which had been circulated, was CONSIDERED:

“Report on Public Notification procedure under Part 8 of the Planning and Development Regulations 2001- 2003 for the proposed modification to a previously approved development by replacing this approved Traveller-specific development with  eight group houses to accommodate members of the Travelling community with access road, boundary treatment and all necessary associated ancillary works at Coldcut Road, Coldcut, Co. Dublin.

 

The part 8 report in respect of the construction of an 8-bay residential caravan park (RCP) was noted by South Dublin County Council at its meeting of 11th of July 2005 - minute number C0526/05.

It was intended that this accommodation would be provided in part compliance with Part V requirements of planning permission being sought in respect of a proposed development by the Coldcut Partnership at Coldcut and Cloverhill Roads (Register Reference SD05A/0354 refers.).  

During discussions with various stakeholders concerning the provision of Traveller-specific accommodation at this location, the preference for a group housing scheme emerged.  Consequently, agents acting on behalf of the developers were requested to alter the Part 8 approved proposal by replacing the eight-bay RCP with eight group houses.  

Statutory public notice in accordance with the requirements of Part 8 of the Planning and Development Regulations, 2001 – 2003, was published in respect of the modified development in the Irish Independent on the 10th of March 2006 and in The Echo.  A site notice was also affixed on the land as required.  Drawings, plans and elevations of the proposal were available for public inspection between the 10th March 2006 and 7th of April inclusive at County Hall, Tallaght and Clondalkin Civic Centre. The Department of the Environment, Heritage and Local Government and the Garda Siochána’s Crime Prevention Advisor were consulted about the proposed development.

The closing date for receipt of submissions or observations with respect to the proposed development, dealing with the proper planning and sustainable development of the area in which the development is proposed to be located was 17.00 hrs on 25th April 2006.

No submissions in respect of the proposed development were received during the statutory period 

In order to meet the annualised target of commencing construction of this scheme in 2006 as set out in the Traveller Accommodation Programme 2005 – 2008, it is imperative that this scheme is sanctioned by South Dublin County Council at this meeting.

Following appraisal and evaluation it is considered that the proposed development, as detailed in the report, is consistent with the proper planning and sustainable development of the area, having regard to the provisions of the County Development Plan and it is proposed to proceed with the planned development.”
The report was NOTED and it was AGREED that the proposed development be carried out as recommended in the Manager’s Report
(C/0325/06)
PART 8 PLANNING & DEVELOPMENT REGULATIONS 2001 - CONSTRUCTION OF HOUSE ADJACENT 1 ST. PATRICKS ROAD AND WALL BETWEEN MICHAEL COLLINS PARK AND  ST. PATRICKS ESTATE, CLONDALKIN
The report by the Manager, which had been circulated, was CONSIDERED:
“The following report was considered and NOTED at the Lucan Clondalkin Area Committee on Thursday 27th April 2006.

This report is in respect of the construction of a single four bedroom, two storey detached house on a site adjacent to 1, St. Patrick’s Road, Clondalkin, Dublin 22 and the construction of a new 1.8m high stone wall plus capping between Michael Collins Park and St. Patrick’s Estates for a distance of approximately 130 metres and the construction of a 600 mm high stone wall and railing between these two estates and fronting onto Ninth Lock Road for a distance of approximately 30 metres and all necessary associated ancillary works.

Parks Department brought a proposal under New Works to the Lucan/Clondalkin Area Committee Meeting (2) on 24th June, 2003.  The proposal related to the building of a wall between the two estates to aid the reduction of anti-social behaviour at this location, which was approved under the Parks Works Programme 2003.

The extinguishment of the Rights of Way at this location was approved at Council Meeting on 10th November, 2003.

During the detailed preparation for the construction of the wall it was decided that the presence of services in the open space lands in question would require such foundations and ancillary works to be undertaken that the cost implications would render the construction of the wall no longer feasible.

It was subsequently decided that the elimination of the anti-social behaviour could equally be eliminated by the construction of a house adjacent to No. 1 St. Patrick’s Road.  The Council has acquired ownership of the site.  

Public Consultation Process:

The proposal was advertised in the Irish Independent and the Clondalkin Echo in accordance with Part 8 of the Planning and Development Regulations 2001 – 2005 and was on public display at the South Dublin County Council Offices:
-
County Hall, Town Centre, Tallaght, Dublin 24

-
Civic Offices, Clondalkin, Dublin 22
From 10th February, 2006 until 13th March, 2006.

Any person wishing to make a submission or observation in respect of the proposal dealing with the proper planning and sustainable development of the area in which the development is situated was invited to do so.  The latest date for receipt of submissions was 5.00 p.m. on Tuesday, 28th March, 2006.

Submissions Received:

A total of 99 submissions were received, the majority of these were in the form of circular letters which were submitted by a number of parties.  The details of the parties who made submissions and the issues raised therein are outlined hereunder:-

Submissions received in favour of the proposed development under Part 8:-

Date : From

28/2/06
Edward V. Byrne

25 St. Patrick’s Road

28/2/06
Duane Byrne


25 St. Patrick’s Road

28/2/06
Patricia Byrne


25 St. Patrick’s Road

25/2/06
Edel Harrington


10 St. Patrick’s Road

25/2/06
Walter Harrington

10 St. Patrick’s Road

25/2/06
Patricia Harrington
  
6 St. Patrick’s Ave.

16/2/06
James Gaffey


47 Alpine Heights, Bawnogue

16/2/06
David Kiernan


20 Ashwood Road, Clondalkin

13/3/06
Róisín & John Early

20 Celbridge Road, Leixlip

16/2/06
Ann McNamee


22 Iveragh Road, Whitehall

16/2/06
Joe McNamee


22 Iveragh Road, Whitehall

12/3/06
Paddy & Maura Taylor

34 St. Patrick’s Road

28/2/06
Lloyd Byrne


25 St. Patrick’s Road

12/3/06
Joan Bradshaw


62 St. Patrick’s Road

06/3/06
Barbara O’Flaherty

12 St. Patrick’s Park

06/3/06
Thomas O’Flaherty

12 St. Patrick’s Park

22/3/06
Anthony Carr


40 St. Patrick’s Park

22/3/06
Imelda Carr


40 St. Patrick’s Park

22/3/06
Jim Gavin


14 St. Patrick’s Road

22/3/06
Anne Gavin


14 St. Patrick’s  Road

12/3/06
Tony Byrne


64 St. Patrick’s Road

27/3/06
John & Teresa Tully

54 St. Patrick’s Road

Summary

-
I wish to register my support to the proposed development.

Date : From

13/2/06
Helen Cussens


64 St. Patrick’s Road

13/2/06
Seamus Cussens

64 St. Patrick’s Road

13/2/06
Damien Moloney

23 St. Patrick’s Road

13/2/06
Kenneth Moloney

23 St. Patrick’s Road

16/2/06
Mary Doyle


24 Oak Rise, Clondalkin

13/2/06
Paul Collins


52 St. Patrick’s Road

13/2/06
Bronagh Collins


52 St. Patrick’s Road

13/2/06
Eamonn Collins


52 St. Patrick’s Road

13/2/06
Aidan Collins


52 St. Patrick’s Road

13/2/06
Marie Collins


52 St. Patrick’s Road

15/3/06
Anthony & Imelda Carr

20 St. Patrick’s Park

27/3/06
Francis G. Maguire

37 St. Patrick’s Park

27/3/06
Thomas Lennon


23 St. Patrick’s Park

27/3/06
Philomena O’Mara

38 St. Patrick’s Park

27/3/06
Madeline Lennon

23 St. Patrick’s Park

27/3/06
Dympna O’Mara


27 St. Patrick’s Park

27/3/06
Siobhán Lennon


23 St. Patrick’s Park

27/3/06
Eamonn O’Mara


27 St. Patrick’s Park

27/3/06
Darren O’Mara


27 St. Patrick’s Park

27/3/06
Elizabeth Maguire

37 St. Patrick’s Park

27/3/06
Rosaleen Barden

96 Alpine Heights, Clondalkin

27/3/06
Gearóid Maguire

37 St. Patrick’s Park

27/3/06
Eamonn Maguire

20 Drynam Crescent, Kinsealy

27/3/06
Anna Dowling


27A St. Patrick’s Park

27/3/06
David O’Mara


38 St. Patrick’s Park

27/3/06
Orla McSharry


20  Auburn, Howth Road

27/3/06
Shane Dowling


27A St. Patrick’s Park

27/3/06
Peter O’Mara


27 St. Patrick’s Park

Summary

· I give my full support to the above development.

· The erection of the proposed house and wall will be an asset to our estate and will enhance the area.

Date : From

21/3/06
Deirdre Brennan

10 St. Patrick’s Park

21/3/06
Patrick Kelly


  6 St. Patrick’s Park

21/3/06
Noel Leeson


14 St. Patrick’s Park

21/3/06
Gavin Leeson


14 St. Patrick’s Park

21/3/06
Mary Bardan


16 St. Patrick’s Park

21/3/06
Joanne Carolan


16A St. Patrick’s Park

21/3/06
Claire Carolan


16B St. Patrick’s Park

21/3/06
Eilis Lombard


17 St. Patrick’s Park

21/3/06
Eugene Costigan

20 St. Patrick’s Park

Summary

· The area involved in this development has been the subject of anti-social behaviour over the years.

· Welcome the proposed development and see it as a way to eliminate all the problems this estate has suffered over the years and also to enhance the estate.

Date : From

28/3/06
Michael Carolan

16 St. Patrick’s Park

Summary

· Supports the building of the proposed house/wall and sees it as a huge enhancement of the whole area

Submissions received against the proposed development under Part 8:-

Date : From

20/2/06
Anne & Gerard Spring
30 St. Patrick’s Road

Summary

· Objects to the proposed development as it will form a “first impression” of the estate and will impact on the potential value downwardly of the remaining houses in the estate.

Date : From

Received:

28/3/06
Bernard Hynes


31 St. Patrick’s Park

28/3/06
Mary Nolan


48 St. Patrick’s Road

28/3/06
Carmel & P. Sheerin

15 St. Patrick’s Park

28/3/06
Dermot Browne


58 St. Patrick’s Park

28/3/06
Christy Grainger


70 St. Patrick’s Road

28/3/06
Mrs. Breda Bourke

46 St. Patrick’s Park

28/3/06
Desmond Mulhare

35 St. Patrick’s Park

28/3/06
Residents x 4


  4 St. Patrick’s Road

28/3/06
Patrick Brennan


  2 St. Patrick’s Ave

28/3/06
B. Masterson


60 St. Patrick’s Road

28/3/06
Derek Cummins

 
 7 St. Patrick’s Road

28/3/06
J. Tuffy



10 St. Patrick’s Road

28/3/06
Ricki Capocci


  3 St. Patrick’s Road

28/3/06
Stephen Sweeney

  7 St. Patrick’s Park

28/3/06
Eddie & Maura McNulty

21 St. Patrick’s Road

28/3/06
Cathal & Mary Stack

  5 St. Patrick’s Park

28/3/06
Mary McConalogue

  8 St. Patrick’s Road

28/3/06
Terence & Dolores Burke
  5 St. Patrick’s Road

28/3/06
Conn Leahy


16 St. Patrick’s Road

28/3/06
Henry Bolton


72 St. Patrick’s Road

28/3/06
Patricia O’Reilly


22 St. Patrick’s Road

28/3/06
Songnia Capocci

  1 St. Patrick’s Road

28/3/06
Anne & Michael O’Donoghue
26 St. Patrick’s Road

28/3/06
Rosaleen Walsh


58 St. Patrick’s Road

28/3/06
Bernie Tormey


56 St. Patrick’s Road

28/3/06
Noel McEvoy


  9 St. Patrick’s Road

28/3/06
Aidan Dardis


12 St. Patrick’s Road

28/3/06
Elizabeth Murphy

52 St. Patrick’s Park

28/3/06
Mary Dardis


12 St. Patrick’s Road

28/3/06
Frances McEvoy


32 St. Patrick’s Park

28/3/06
John Donnan


  6 St. Patrick’s Road

28/3/06
Lorraine McLoughlin

  6 St. Patrick’s Road

28/3/06
Denise Slattery


15 St. Patrick’s Road

28/3/06
Frank Slattery


15 St. Patrick’s Road

Summary

· At a General Meeting of the residents held on 5/12/05 a vote was held regarding the proposed house and wall.  The proposed house was rejected by a majority vote.

· The residents of St. Patrick’s Estate are in agreement to the building of the boundary wall as was planned for and money allocated for by South Dublin County Council in 2003 but never progressed.  The anti-social behaviour which occurs on the site is likely to be lessened or eliminated with the agreed closing of the three exits between St. Patrick’s Estate and Michael Collins Estate.

· The proposed is not in accordance with proper planning and development procedures i.e. a site notice was put up on site on the 11th of February but was subsequently removed.  It is required, as per the Part 8, that the site notices are on display at all times.

· The argument that the building of a dwelling on an open space is justified to fund the building of a wall on the site is a negation of proper planning principles.

· The argument that the raising of an additional €100,000 for the building of a wall requires permission to build a house is questionable.

· The erosion of open space would be unfair to the residents, many of whom bought their houses in the belief that it would remain an open space and is an integral part of the entrance to the estate.

· The building of a house at this location would interfere with the present sight lines and increase the risk of traffic hazards for traffic serving the adjacent business “The 9th Lough Take Away” and residences.  As this house will be near the entrance to the estate it will cause further traffic congestion along the entrance which can presently overflow from the car park at “The 9th Lough Take Away” to the surrounding road.

· The views of our association in relation to the erection of the wall are in accord with the views of the neighbouring Michael Collins Park who have agreed to the closing of the three exits across the open space.  In erecting this boundary wall it would give both estates an opportunity to enhance the living environment for all residents.

Date : From

27/3/06
Anne McDonnell


  4 St. Patrick’s Road

Summary

· Objects to the erosion of open green space.

· The development will cause a traffic hazard.

· Residents of the lower part of St. Patrick’s Estate bought their houses with this green area representing a key feature.

· The proposed building of a wall between the two estates has been promised by the Council.

Date : From

28/3/06
Albert W. Tolan CEng. M.I.E.I.
13 St. Patrick’s Road

Summary

· Objects to the construction of the dwelling as it will further reduce the green space in the estate.

Date : From

28/3/06
Mr. Mrs. Lawlor


1 St. Patrick’s Road

Summary

· Objects to the proposed development on the green space.

Date: From

20/3/06
Stephen Burke


5 St. Patrick’s Road

Summary

· It is my understanding that the proposed house is to be built to facilitate the funding of the wall dividing St. Patrick’s Estate and Michael Collins Estate.  It is also my understanding that his wall was last quoted at costing approx €180,000.  I object to the notion of building any wall of similar size at this price when there are many other worthy areas to which this money could be allocated.

· The proposed house raises safety issues regarding the neighbouring business/residence (The 9th Lough Take Away / 1 St. Patrick’s Road).  Given that a small boundary wall will be built to facilitate the front garden of the proposed house, a blind spot will be created to cars parked in the car park of the take away.  This poses a risk of accidents occurring when cars are reversing from the car park onto the road as they may not be able to see oncoming cars or pedestrians.

· I strongly object to the closing of the exit beside “The 9th Lough Take Away” as it provides the best access from my house to and from the bus stop at Dunawley and Clonburris Church.

· While the proposed house and wall are being built, there is the obvious fact that machinery and other vehicles relating to the development will be parked on the road leading into the estate (as was witnessed during the redevelopment of the “Lough and Quay” pub, now called “The Waterside”).  This will also have serious safety implications for motorists coming in and out of the estate, pedestrians doing likewise and the young children who live beside the site.

· I have no wish to see the green area developed in this manner as I will lose the small area of green space available to me.  I understand that an area of green space at the entrance to Michael 

· Collins Estate is to be reallocated to St. Patrick’s Estate under these plans, however, this is further from my own residence and will be out of sight from my residence.

· Under current planning regulations, a site notice must be on display at all times during the planning stages.  I have personally witnessed this notice being erected on February, 11th, but have not seen them since.  I was informed that they were again put on display on March 11th, but I have not seen them.  It is my understanding that because the notices were not on display at all times, planning must not go ahead or must be postponed.  I know this because of my own experience with planning laws when an extension was built onto my house.

· I feel that the planned house is not in keeping with the internal design of the other houses in the Estate in even the slightest way and I would object to any house being built which does not at least match the basic layout of the other houses in the Estate.

· I would prefer to see the site in question landscaped to onclude plants and small shrubs or trees along with benches and the current line of trees cleaned out with the smaller shrubs along there removed.  Alternatively, the money set aside already for the proposed wall could be spent on constructing a playground on the site for the children residing in the Estate.

Manager’s Report:

Following a number of discussions at Area Committee and Council meetings and an on-site meeting with the Elected Members, it was agreed that the issues relating to the area between St. Patrick’s Park and Michael Collins Park could be best addressed by the construction of a house adjacent to 1 St. Patrick’s Road. Accordingly the Part 8 procedure was commenced and the Area Committee members informed.

The issues that are raised throughout the submissions outlined above reflect the various concerns of the residents.  Many of the issues raised are not planning issues.  Set out below are responses to the relevant issues raised :

1. It is not considered that a single dwelling at this location will impact adversely on the residential amenity of, or access to, the area. (Submissions supporting the proposal indicate that they feel that the dwelling will “enhance the area”.)

2. Public notice requirements in respect of the procedure were adhered to during the process. 

3. Alternative proposals for the site are outlined in several of the submissions, during the discussions outlined above other solutions were considered and the option identified and agreed as the optimum solution was the house as set out in this Part 8 proposal.

Recommendation:

The proposed works are consistent with the proper planning and sustainable development of the area having regard to the zoning objectives of the South Dublin County Council Development Plan 2004 – 2010.

It is recommended that the development works as proposed be proceeded with.

Frank Nevin

Senior Executive Officer

Economic Development Department”
A discussion took place with contributions from Councillors F. McCarthy, M. Daly and T. Ridge.

Mr. J. Walsh, Director of Economic Development and Mr. Joe Horan, County Manager responded to the Members queries. 
Following a proposal by Councillor F. McCarthy that the matter be deferred, the Mayor proposed and it was agreed that the Manager’s report be NOTED and that the proposed development be carried out as recommended in the Manager’s Report.
(C/0326/06)
SOUTH DUBLIN COUNTY COUNCIL ARTS DEVELOPMENT STRATEGY 2006 – 2010 
The report by the Manager, which had been circulated was CONSIDERED: 
“The following Arts Development Strategy 2006 - 2010 from the Arts, Culture, Libraries, Education & An Ghaeilge Strategic Policy Committee was reported to and noted by the Area Committees and is now presented to the Council for formal adoption.
Introduction
South Dublin County Council is the primary agency engaged in local arts development within the county of South Dublin. The Council is committed to working collaboratively and co-operatively with others to ensure consistency in leadership, approach and delivery of services throughout the county. 

The Council’s mission statement is as follows;

‘To provide open, effective, inclusive and participative local democratic processes together with best quality services, facilities and supports which sustain, improve and promote the social, cultural and economic fabric of South Dublin County for all who live, work and visit here’
 

It is this mission statement that drives this Arts Development Strategy. 

Formation of arts policy is lead by the Strategic Policy Committee on Arts, Culture, Libraries, Education and An Ghaeilge. The Strategic Policy 

Committee promotes interagency co-operation and social inclusion in the promotion of the arts.

The South Dublin County Development Board Strategy 2002-2012 entitled ‘South Dublin A Place for People’ identifies as a strategic goal the intention to promote community building and diversity through programmes of learning, cultural and artistic expression. This arts development strategy supports the achievement of that strategic goal. 

South Dublin County Council Arts Development Strategy 2006 – 2010 is the second framework document for arts development adopted by South Dublin County Council since the establishment of the Council in 1994 and the appointment, in the same year, of an Arts Officer. 
This strategy encourages and provides opportunities for new and existing creators, partners, participants, ways of operating and sources of support that are designed to promote sustainable local arts development. It has been produced as a result of a process of consultation as outlined in Appendix B, and in response to:

· Public consultation seminar and workshops towards arts strategy development, Fiona Galvin (2005).

· Feasibility Study for an Arts Centre by Ruairí Ó Cuív (2005). 

· Consultation towards the development of In Context 3, South Dublin County Council’s Per Cent for Art Scheme (2004).

· An audit of arts activity by artform and geographic spread in South Dublin County (2004) by Fiona Galvin.

· South Dublin County Council and The Arts: Towards a Strategic Plan 2002-2005, a position paper prepared by Susan Coughlan and Martin Drury (2002).

Primary Objectives

· Develop an environment that allows artists to explore their creativity and produce innovative and ambitious works of excellence.

· Create open and socially inclusive access to and participation in a process of cultural and artistic expression that is of the highest standard. 

· Contribute to the creation of a strong cultural identity for South Dublin County by supporting and developing the arts countywide and encouraging artists and arts organisations to live and work in the county. 

Context of the Arts in South Dublin County

South Dublin County Council recognises the need to create conditions that sustain a concentration of artists, creative people, arts organisations and creative industries within its boundaries. The arts contribute substantially to a county’s long-term growth and viability and if appropriately supported, local arts can make an essential contribution to local quality of life. This arts strategy, along with the plans of other Council departments and sectors, provides strategic direction for the future of South Dublin County and its communities. 

Integrated Policy

South Dublin County Council has built its arts development strategy on a number of strategic policy documents that provide principal references and context. Collectively the policies in these documents aim to improve and enrich the quality of life of people living and working in South Dublin County
. Increasing co-operation between service providers at county and local level has been identified as a means to deliver quality publicly funded services, facilities and supports, that sustain, improve and promote a culturally vibrant environment. 

Scope of the Arts 

Artistic activity as interpreted in the Arts Act 2003, defines art as any creative or interpretative expression (whether traditional or contemporary) in whatever form, and includes, in particular, visual arts, theatre, literature, music, dance, opera, film, circus and architecture, and includes any medium when used for those purposes.

For the purposes of this report art includes arts education, arts instruction, art collection, community arts, public art, arts training, arts facilities/venues and arts service programs. It includes production, presentation, distribution and dissemination activities.

	
	The Role of the Local Authority



	Supporter
	Creating partnerships with individuals and community organisations to deliver services, programs and products that have public purpose

	Planner
	Assisting the community to plan and implement shared visions through policy development

	Developer
	Helping to move the community towards empowerment and sustainability

	Initiator
	Sparking and assisting catalytic projects that advance the arts and serve the community in pivotal ways

	Researcher
	Enhancing knowledge and understanding and ensuring informed decision-making

	Communicator
	Disseminating information about the role and impact of the arts as well as information about programmes or projects

	Partner
	Working alongside artists, community, other sectors, other funders and other public service providers

	Deliverer
	Delivering arts programs and services in order to fill community gaps


Ottawa 2020 Arts Plan

The County Council consists of its elected members and it’s executive, advisory committees and staff situated within Council Departments such as, Community Services, Corporate Services, Housing, Development, Human Resources, Finance, Architectural Services, Environment, Roads and Planning. Key branches within these departments relate to this Arts Development Strategy.

The Arts Office, located in the Community Services Department, is integrated into the local authority through interdepartmental working groups that steer its arts infrastructure development and its public art programmes. It facilitates other services and working groups in a partnership or advisory capacity. 

Core Services

Arts service delivery is co-ordinated by the arts office whose core services are:

· Leading Arts Policy Formation

· Support for Programme Development

· Infrastructure Development

· Information and Communication 

· Provision of Resources and Support

· Creating Linkages 

Arts Development Strategy 2006-2010

The purpose of the Arts Development Strategy is to prioritise the direction of arts development for the County Council by concentrating on the progression of a number of policy areas over the next five years. The strategy provides a reference document for those organisations wishing to work in partnership with the County Council towards the implementation of strategic arts development. 

The intention of the Arts Development Strategy is to further integrate the arts into the delivery of services by South Dublin County Council, to make the best use of resources available resulting from its partnership and developmental approach to the arts.

The aim of the strategy will be to support the development of the arts countywide and to encourage artists and arts organisations to live and work in the county. 

Strategic Themes

Theme1 ¦ Develop and Sustain Arts Infrastructure Countywide

Theme 2 ¦ Access to the Arts for Local Communities

Theme 3 ¦ Building Creative Capacity

Theme 4 ¦ Support for Individual Artists

Theme 5 ¦ Implementation and Resources
Strategic Theme 1¦ 

Develop and Sustain Arts Infrastructure Countywide                     

 Facilities 

The creation of arts infrastructure across the county has been identified as a long-term objective of South Dublin County Council. In time and with strategic planning, a network of arts facilities could be developed countywide whilst avoiding the duplication of unviable resources and allowing for the provision of spaces for artists, participatory activities and the growth of arts providers. The traditional style infrastructure based on one building and one organisation undertaking the programming, has been put to one side. This model supports best practice, excellence in the arts, diversity of programming and high footfall. It addresses issues specific to the context of South Dublin County, such as the nature, level and geographic distribution of arts organisations and activities, see Appendix B. 

Library infrastructure, situated as it is at the centre of cultural and civic life of communities in South Dublin provides strategic opportunities for integration of arts facilities into the library network. It is anticipated that the Library Service will continue to expand corresponding to the County’s rapidly growing population and the emergence of new urban centres. 

Similarly, new community centres are becoming arts friendly spaces and provide facilities where communities can participate in the arts in their locality.

Objectives
· Support a diversity of programming providers. 

· Encourage all artforms while avoiding duplication of facilities across the county.

· Provide spaces for productions, exhibitions and process-based activities and workspaces for arts organisations and artists. 

· Provide opportunities for communities to participate in arts activities. 

Key Actions

· Work closely with planners, developers and other departments of the Council to ensure a measured and strategic approach to the development of facilities in the County.

· Establish an arts venue management company to manage a flagship development in Tallaght and in time a network of facilities countywide.

· Improve local arts spaces, programme development and local information, marketing and communication.

· Work towards realising a flexible policy toward planning gain such as the pooling of funds to realise the development of working and living spaces for artists.

Strategic Theme 1¦ 

Develop and Sustain Arts Infrastructure Countywide 

Public Art

“Public Art is not an art form but a principle. It is the principle of improving the changing environment and is a term given to the practice of involving artists in the conception, development and transformation of a public space”.
  

South Dublin County Council will continue to pursue a policy of co-ordinated public art programming that is innovative, diverse, creative and contemporary, across all artistic disciplines and art forms. A core objective is to create opportunities for artists to create new artwork.  It will seek to engage new audiences, while valuing the aspirations of local communities. South Dublin County Council recognises that there are many different publics and thereby different perspectives as to what public art might be. It is through South Dublin County Council’s public art programmes that a substantial amount of contemporary artworks have come into the care of the county. 

Objectives 

· Commission innovative arts projects which may be interdisciplinary, permanent or non-permanent, site or non site specific that will contribute to contemporary art practice in Ireland. 

· Create opportunities for artists to create new artwork.  

· Employ models of best commissioning practice. 

· To be sensitive to the developmental needs of the arts in the county.

· To be sensitive to context in the perception of what public art might be.

 Key Actions

· Implement In Context III – South Dublin County’s Per Cent for Art programme.

· Act in an advisory capacity to other public bodies, e.g. schools, libraries, healthcare facilities, undertaking Per Cent for Art projects or programmes.

· Support in an advisory capacity public art projects and programmes that originate outside of the Per Cent for Art Scheme.

· Develop a strategy for the implementation of public art arising from planning gain, as specified in the County Development Plan, in conjunction with the Planning Department and the County Identity Group.

· Work towards developing a more flexible policy towards planning gain such as the pooling of funds to realise the development of working and living spaces for artists as well as the provision for public art.

Strategic Theme 2 ¦ 

Access to the Arts for Local Communities

South Dublin County Council aims to support and develop the arts countywide, including the traditional arts, in both rural and urban areas. How and where people access the arts in South Dublin County will be developed in partnership with artists, local promoters, service providers, communities and individuals throughout the county and those interested in developing their own artistic skills. This five year period of arts development will focus in particular on supporting the growth of participatory youth arts in the County. 

Historically the Library Service has played a key role in providing access to the arts and in developing audiences for the arts in South Dublin County. It will continue to fulfill this role through the provision of programmed arts and cultural events, exhibitions, workshops and information provision.

In reference to Theme 1 it is considered important to develop facilities that enable the delivery of arts programming within communities. This has been incorporated into the model for the development of arts infrastructure in the county. Significant growth in this area implies a need for increased resources in the future.

Objectives 

· Focus on developing structures and programmes for Youth Arts participatory arts activities. 

· Support and develop arts in rural and urban areas through local promoters & area based arts networks, such as the South Dublin Rural Arts Network.

· Support the arts in community contexts, in partnerships with other services providers, through projects, programmes and festivals, and other activities.

· To sustain local arts development.

· To offer arts practitioners opportunities to work.

Key Actions

· Develop a youth arts policy and put in place structures for the development of youth arts in the county.    

· Fund the development of youth theatre in the county. 

· Fund the development of youth dance in the county in partnership with Dun Laoghaire Rathdown County Council and Dublin Youth Dance Company.

· Develop and implement a strategy for the development of arts in libraries.

· Develop a medium term rural arts strategy in conjunction with local promoters and partners. 

· Adapt the approach undertaken by the rural arts network to an urban context. This pilot project will be developed in Clondalkin. 

· Support FUSED Festival which is a platform for local and visiting artists and artwork. 

· Introduce revenue client partnership agreements to monitor how provision of services meets County Council arts development objectives.

Strategic Theme 3 ¦ 



Support for Individual Artists

Professional artists are central to the creation of a vibrant cultural environment and the realisation of high quality creative arts practice in the county. Opportunities that allow artists to explore their creativity and produce innovative and ambitious works of excellence are integrated into such programmes as: the Artists Bursary Award Scheme; In Context 3, South Dublin County Council’s Public Art Programme; Artist Residencies and plans for the development of work spaces for artists. These initiatives recognise, ‘the need for time, space and resources to develop ideas, to make work and to share the results of this work in appropriate ways.’
 

Professional artists establish the artistic standards and quality of participatory arts experience in many contexts, including education, health, voluntary, community and amateur arts.  Professional artists in South Dublin County may have a significant role in the mentoring of emerging artists and in supporting the sustainable development of South Dublin County as a place where artists can live and work.

Objectives 

· Provide opportunities for career development for artists of all artistic disciplines.

· Provide opportunities for artists to inform and develop their practice.

· Develop artist workspaces throughout the county.

· Support artist led programme development. 

· Sustain local arts development by supporting local artists.

· Stimulate interaction across artistic disciplines, cultural background and professions. 

Key Actions

· Award five annual bursaries to artists working in either the creative or interpretive arts in order to support their career development through innovation, education, travel, or project development.
· Support four artistic residencies in the following artforms: literature, music, dance and visual arts.

· Commission one seminar per annum to encourage a culture of critical debate and discussion.

· Provide an annual bursary to an artist to participate in the Youth Arts Programme, Maynooth.
· To work with other local and national resource organisations.

· Provide efficient countywide information and communication services to artists.


Strategic Theme 4 ¦ 

Building Creative Capacity 

In Amateur, Voluntary and Community Arts

The amateur, voluntary and community sectors make a vital contribution to the arts in South Dublin County, creating significant opportunities to participate, to be innovative, to develop arts practice and to present work. The majority of people living in South Dublin County experience arts and culture through non-professional structures and it is important that this experience is of a high standard. In this regard, continued collaboration between South Dublin County Council and the non-professional sector will assist in sustaining local arts development. There is also considerable potential for creative collaborations between this sector with local and national professional arts organisations and agencies. 

Objectives 

· Sustain grant investment to support existing amateur, voluntary and community arts organisations. 

· Support participation in the arts at all levels through inclusive access to arts spaces and expertise.

· Provide information and advisory support services.

· Support artist led programme development.

· Sustain local arts development.

Key Actions

· Award grants for activities including event subsidy, professional support, materials and project completion, training and development.

· Establish an annual project funding grant of €5000 to a group in the amateur, voluntary and community sector, for an innovative or developmental project.

· Support the bi-annual awarding of Arts in the Community award of €2000 for excellence in practice.

· Undertake four developmental residencies during the course of this strategy to increase opportunities for people at all levels to interact with professional artists and participate in the arts. 

· Organise two seminars each year on sector specific practice in conjunction with local and national promoters and resource organisations.

· Provide an information service with an advisory function.

· Establish the employment of an arts development worker, focused for two years initially in RAPID areas, to be refocused for the remainder of this strategy as a countywide brief, which links into the objectives of this strategy.

Strategic Theme 4 ¦ 

Building Creative Capacity 

In Professional Arts Organisations 

Professional arts organisations manage arts specific venues such as theatres, galleries and arts centres as well as infrastructure that support opportunities for the public to engage or interact with works of art.  Arts organisations include resource organisations that support art form development and development of arts practise, with the aim of providing consistency in arts programming and presentation throughout the county. They provide opportunities for individual artists pursuing a professional career in the arts. South Dublin County Council is committed to supporting the professional arts sector within the county. The key existing organisations; The Civic Theatre, Tallaght Community Arts Centre, and Alternative Entertainments are intrinsic to realising the objectives of this strategy. The emergence of opportunities for creators and new service providers will be facilitated as a result of arts infrastructure development and growth in the other key areas identified in this strategy.

Objectives

Develop and sustain professional standards of arts provision countywide.

Encourage the growth of the professional arts practice in South Dublin County. 

Support public access and engagement with the professional arts.

Provide guidance for the development of the professional arts.

Key Actions


Implement service agreements with revenue clients and provide funding criteria based on South Dublin County Council Arts Development Strategy objectives.

Sustain South Dublin County Council grant investment for professional arts organisations. 

Form programme partnerships with other professional arts service providers to meet gaps and needs in existing arts service.

Examine opportunities for collaboration with professional art organisations.

Strategic Theme 5 ¦ 


Implementation of the Arts Development Strategy 

The Arts Development Strategy 2006 – 2010 builds upon the strengths of current arts services and programmes. As outlined in the introduction it encourages and provides opportunities for new and existing creators, partners, audiences, participants and ways of operating, resources and sources of support. The initiatives outlined in previous sections are designed to promote sustainable local arts development.

A Fully Partnered Approach

As the primary agency engaged in local arts development, South Dublin County Council is committed to working collaboratively and co-operatively with the County’s artists and the arts sector, the Arts Council, arts production and service organisations, internal and external stakeholders, other community sectors, and other public service providers.

This Arts Development Strategy has been developed collaboratively through a process that has led to the development of new partnerships with Council departments, community organisations and individual artists. South Dublin County Council will build on these partnerships in the course of implementing this strategy.

Support and Resources for Arts Plan Implementation
To ensure consistency in leadership, approach and delivery, new financial, human and material resources will be required for full strategy implementation. An increasingly wide range of arts expertise and administrative support is required to support the growing diversity of functions carried out by a local authority art service.  Commitment to strategic arts development can be realised through: 

· The Council’s approval of its annual budget and its long-term financial plan
. 

· The provision of appropriate staffing in such areas as: community and youth, and communications, along with the outsourcing of work to specialist arts professionals to enable the delivery of a high quality arts service. South Dublin County Council recognises the need to develop the arts service and in the early years of this arts strategy research will be undertaken to identify the level of required and achievable staffing and the nature of positions and roles.
· By maximising funding opportunities and working towards the development of a cultural capital funding programme aimed at improving local arts spaces, programme development and local information, marketing and communication.

Evaluation Process 

The evaluation process will include 

· An annual review of this strategy by the arts office.

· The engagement in a consultation midway through its term to ensure its ongoing relevance. 

· The production of an evaluation report in 2010 and the commissioning of a position paper in preparation for the following arts development strategy.

Appendix A. The Consultation Process 

Publicity and promotion


The consultation process moved from public announcement in print media, through to local promotion, inviting members of the public interested in the development of a new arts strategy to register their interest in taking part in the consultation process.

· Advertisement in national and local newspapers: Irish Times – Dec ’04; Irish Independent – Dec ’04; Tallaght / Clondalkin Echo – Dec ’04.
· Posters, fliers & leaflets distributed throughout county: Community Centres, Arts Organisations, Library branches.
· Mail-shot of104 letters sent to recipients of recent South Dublin County Council Arts Act Grants.


· Word of mouth: Contacts made by Arts Office, Public Consultation Co-ordinator, South Dublin County Council Officers, Councillors and other interested parties.
The Registration of Interest Process

Individuals and organisations who responded were sent a questionnaire requesting their details and asking participants to outline the relevance of the new arts plan to them and how they would prefer to participate in the consultation e.g. written submission, questionnaire or focus group.  Distributed with the registration of interest pack was a document outlining the four key areas or themes that the Arts Office intended to prioritise in developing its Arts Strategy. 

Respondents are grouped thematically into 4 areas:

· Artists & Artform Development

· Community Arts, Community Development & Arts in Education

· Youth Arts

· Arts & Health

Public Consultation Seminar

Over thirty respondents were invited to attend a public consultation seminar in Tallaght in April ‘05. The event’s agenda was set in response to information returned by means of the Registration of Interest process. Written submissions were also invited. Participation at the Seminar did not preclude making a further submission.

The seminar process aimed to stimulate dialogue concerning arts development. It offered a listening ear and a framework for forwarding relevant issues. The first presentation, given by Fiona Galvin, Public Consultation Co-ordinator, highlighted key issues raised through the registration of interest process. The second, given by Orla Scannell, South Dublin County Council Arts Officer, highlighted key areas to be focussed on in the new arts strategy. Two further sessions were held, one focussing on youth arts development, the other examining networks and collaborations as pathways to creating new art in South Dublin County.

Consultation Seminar Attendees – 18th April 2005

Joseph Cully 

Tallaght Youth Theatre

Vincent Kennedy

Composer

Claire Desmond

Open Door Day Centre

Ann O’Clery

Visual Artist

Tom Keogh

Clondalkin Camera Club


Rebecca Bartlett

Writer/Director, Youth Arts Consultant

Joan Nevin

Scoil Maelruain

Felicity Coll

Dublin Youth Orchestra

Ms Donnelly

Scoil Maelruain JNS

Marie McNamara

ECAH & artist

Paula McNaughton
Arts Manager

Juliette Cadogan

Visual Artist

Marie Carey

Ronanstown/Clondalkin YouthService

Rhonda McGovern
Ronanstown Youth Service

Anna Olson

AboutFACE Theatre Company

Valerie Scully

Tallaght Youth Service

Hillary Moss
Arts Officer, Adelaide & Meath Hospital incorporating the National Children’s Hospital

Angela Slattery

Knocklyon Watercolour Society

Teresa Walsh

South Dublin County Council – Library Service

Caroline Orr

South Dublin County Council – Public Art Co-ordinator

Fiona Galvin

Research Consultant

Sharon Harding

Seminar Facilitator

Liezel Gratten Bellew
Seminar Facilitator

Other Key Consultations

Arts Centre Development for South Dublin – 12th October 2004

Attendance: Ruairí Ó Cuív (Consultant), Terry Clancy (Musician), Katie Martin (Tallaght Youth Theatre), Liam Morrissey (Alternative Entertainments), Deborah Moone (Tallaght Community Arts Centre), Ciarán Ó Cearnaigh (Visual Artist), Lee Welch (Visual Artist), Caroline Wynne (Artscope), Bernadette Kehoe (Young European Strings). Facilitators: Wes Wilkie, Aine Jacob.


Community Consultation – Per Cent for Art Programme - 21st October 2004

Attendance: Patricia Byrne (Estate Officer), Ciaran Crowe (Estate Manager), Sarah Finlay (Consultant), Cliodhna Shaffrey (Consultant), Eamon Gallagher (Estate Manager), Hilda Hamilton (Manager Killinarden Community Centre), Valerie Brien (Community Worker), Jerry Judge (Community Worker), Sister Kathleen Barrett (Community Liaison, Mayfield), Angela Moore (Arthur Griffith Park Environmental Group), Caroline Orr (Public Art Coordinator, South Dublin County Council), Tony Shaw (Estate Manager), Fidelma Twomey (Manager Clondalkin Partnership). 





Artists Consultation – Per Cent for Art Programme - 26th November 2004

Attendance: Sarah Finlay (Consultant), Cliodhna Shaffrey (Consultant), Rhona Henderson, John Langan, Patricia McKenna, Lia Mills, Ailbhe Murphy, Justin Murphy. 





Appendix B: Profile: geographic and demographic 

The area of South Dublin County covers 222.74 SQ kilometres, and lies about 10 miles south west of the Capital.  It is bounded by the Dublin Mountains to the southwest and stretches from the River Liffey to the boundaries of Dublin City and Dún Laoghaire Rathdown.
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The population of the county is approximately 238,835 with 41% under the age of 25.
  South Dublin County has the fastest growing population of any local authority in Ireland. The county includes major urban centres such as Tallaght, Clondalkin, Palmerstown, Lucan, Templeogue and Rathfarnham.  

The county has rural areas, which include the villages of Brittas, Newcastle, Rathcoole, Saggart. A major new urban development is planned for Adamstown, near Lucan and expansion of many of the existing centres of population is expected.  

South Dublin County Council is one of the most recently established local authorities in Ireland having been established in 1994.  The County has five electoral areas – Terenure/Rathfarnham, Clondalkin, Lucan, Tallaght South, Tallaght Central.

The County is not only a rapidly growing county but also a county which is going to continue for many years to experience great changes in its demographics.  While the population will continue to grow it is to be expected that over time it will change from its present high levels of people under the age of 25.  

The planned development of existing population centres and the developments at Adamstown, Ballycullen, West Tallaght, etc, give South Dublin County Council opportunities to coherently develop arts infrastructure across the County.

Analysis

A mapping exercise was undertaken to identify the nature, level and geographic distribution of arts organisations and activities in the county.   This research records arts activity, which has taken place in the South Dublin County over the period 2001-2003 and is based on data made available by South Dublin County Council.  The most detailed source of information was the database of arts applications for funding under the Arts Act Grant, 1973.  There was not scope within this project to undertake a complete survey of arts activities, which would include events, or organisations, which did not make applications for support to South Dublin County Council.  However, the information provided is considered valuable in that it gives an indication of the nature and level of activity across the county. The following is a summary of the research: 

(For the purposes of the research South Dublin County was divided into 7 areas).

Table 1: Geographic distribution of arts activities.

	Location
	No.

	Clondalkin
	16

	County
	6

	Lucan/Palmerstown
	7

	Tallaght
	51

	Terenure/Rathfarnham
	10

	Rural Areas (Saggart, Rathcoole, Newcastle, Brittas)
	0

	Applicants from outside South Dublin County
	5

	Unknown
	3

	Total
	98


Table 2:  The nature of arts activities.

	Nature of Activity
	No.

	Amateur Arts
	23

	South Dublin County Council Initiatives
	2

	Community
	31

	Education
	16

	Event or festival
	10

	Professional Arts
	13

	Any other professional arts
	3

	Total
	98


*Community is defined to include arts activities in contexts such as, healthcare, local, older persons, disabled people, ethnic minorities, religious, youth groups, etc.  

Table 3: Analysis of arts activities by artform:

	Artform
	No.

	Craft
	3

	Film/video/media
	4

	Literature/creative writing
	8

	Multi-disciplinary
	18

	Dance
	6

	Drama
	17

	Musical Drama
	7

	Music
	14

	Visual Arts
	15

	Unknown
	6

	Total
	98


It was proposed by Councillor T. Ridge, seconded by Councillor K. Warren and AGREED:

“That the South Dublin County Council Arts Development Strategy 2006-2010 be ADOPTED.”

(C/0327/06)
LEASE OF LAND FOR PLAYING PITCHES, CLUB HOUSE AND ANCILLARY SERVICES AT  KILLINARDEN HILL, TALLAGHT, DUBLIN 24 TO SACRED HEART FOOTBALL CLUB - APPROVAL OF REGISTRATION OF CHARGE IN FAVOUR OFTHE MINISTER FOR ARTS, SPORTS AND TOURISM 
The report by the manager which had been circulated was CONSIDERED: 
“The Council at its meeting held on 14th July 2003 approved the disposal by way of a 99-year lease of a site comprising 7.69 acres or thereabouts at Killinarden Hill, Tallaght, Dublin 24 to the Trustees of Sacred Heart Football Club subject to certain terms and conditions, Minute No C/0657/03 and Manager’s Order LA/107/2003 refer.

The Sacred Heart Football Club has been successful in obtaining approval for Sports Capital Grants from the Department of Arts, Sport and Tourism in the sum of €180,000.00.

The Department of Arts Sport and Tourism requires that the Club obtain the written consent of the Council, as landlord, in order to charge the Sports Capital Grant against their leasehold interest in the property.  

The Department of Arts, Sport and Tourism also requires the Council to enter into an Agreement, undertaking that in the event of the Club ceasing to continue to use the lands for sporting and recreational purposes and the Council recovering possession of the lands,  having exercised its right to forfeiture under the Lease, to ensure the lands are used for sporting and recreational purposes, or alternatively, repay to the Minister the amount of the grant then owing or such sum as the Minister may demand, whichever is the lesser amount.

The Council’s agreement is necessary to enable Sacred Hearth Football Club to draw down the funding from the Department .

Section 66 of the Local Government Act, 2001 provides that the Council may approve the granting of any financial assistance whether by grants, loans, guarantees or other financial aid, and such approval to be by way of resolution of the Council.

Accordingly it is recommended that the Council adopt the following resolution:

“That subject to the provisions of Section 66 of the Local Government Act, 2001, the Council enter into a Deed of Agreement with the Minister for Arts Sports and Tourism as outlined in the foregoing report  in respect of the site at Killinarden Hill, Tallaght, Dublin 24, the subject of a lease between the Council and the Trustees of Sacred Heart Football Club”.

It was proposed by Councillor T. Ridge , seconded by Councillor  E. Maloney   and AGREED:

“That subject to the provisions of Section 66 of the Local Government Act, 2001, the Council enter into a Deed of Agreement with the Minister for Arts Sports and Tourism as outlined in the foregoing report in respect of the site at Killinarden Hill, Tallaght, Dublin 24, the subject of a lease between the Council and the Trustees of Sacred Heart Football Club”.

CORRESPONDENCE 
(C/0328/06)
Letter, from Cobh Town Council regarding motion passed calling on the Irish Government to support the Kennedy McCaine Bill in 
upport of the undocumented Irish People in the US. 

The above letter was NOTED.

(C/0329/06)
Letter, dated  11th April 2006 from Waterford County Council regarding motion passed calling on the Minister for Communications, Marine & Natural Resources to put a proper buy out scheme in place for drift net salmon fishermen of Ireland. 
The above letter was NOTED.

(C/0330/06)
Letter, dated 13th April 2006 from Fingal County Council regarding motion passed expressing opposition to the provision of the Strategic Infrastructure Bill. 
The above letter was NOTED.

(C/0331/06)
 Letter, dated 20th April 2006 from Killarney Town Council regarding motion passed calling on the Government to give Free Travel Passes to Irish emigrants living abroad and also to recognise Irish emigrants reaching the age of one hundred years. 
The above letter was NOTED.

(C/0332/06)
MAYOR’S BUSINESS
STAFF WORKING ON ANTI-SOCIAL ISSUES
The following motion in the name of Councillor T. Ridge was WITHDRAWN.
“That a detailed report be brought to this Council outlining the actual numbers of staff working directly on anti-social issues.  The report to include staff on part time hours, maternity leave and a breakdown re Clondalkin and Tallaght areas.”
  
(C/0333/06)
DAMAGES TO GRASS VERGES, FOOTPATHS AND DRIVEWAYS
It was proposed by Councillor J. Lahart, seconded by Councillor T. Ridge:
“That the Council, as a response to damages caused to grass verges, footpaths and outside driveways, as a consequence of private development work, be it residential, commercial or industrial, introduces a bye –law or introduces the provision of a Notification Certificate for residents and businesses, that enables the Council to examine locations prior to the commencement of building/developments, as a means of guarantee that either (a) sites are restored to original order (b) the Council can charge a fee to the occupier or builder or developer , to cover the expense of reinstatement by the local authority.”
REPORT:
“As part of the grant of planning permission a Commencement Notice is attached to the notification to the applicant.  The Building Control Regulations require that this Commencement Notice is submitted to the Council prior to the commencement of development on site.  The Notice must be submitted not less than 14 days nor more than 28 days before commencement.  
Currently, the Council receive approximately 30 Commencement Notices per week.  The Building Control Section carries out inspections on approximately 15% - 20% of these developments. 

Discussions have commenced with the Planning Department with a view to incorporating appropriate conditions in the planning permission to safeguard the public footpaths including grass margins from damage caused by the deposit of materials/parking of vehicles associated with the carrying out of developments. 

 In addition to the foregoing, any works that require excavation of the existing roads, paths or margins requires the consent of the Council.   In such cases the Councils Roadwork’s Control staff inspect the works and ensures adequate re-instatement”.   
A discussion followed with contributions from Councillors J. Lahart and E. Maloney.

Mr. Frank Coffey responded to the Members queries and the report was NOTED.
(C/0334/06)
COMPOSTERS – IMPACT ON REDUCTION OF WASTE

It was proposed by Councillor R. Dowds, seconded by Councillor T. Ridge: 
“That South Dublin County Council (a)  Report on the impact of composters in terms of reducing waste in our County  and (b)  Agrees to set up a pilot scheme in a given area using sophisticated food and vegetation digesters to see the impact that has on dealing with waste.”
REPORT:
“The Council’s records show that about 5,770 composters have been delivered to householders in South Dublin County over the last ten years.  To date in 2006, a total of 125 composters have been distributed.  In 2005, the Environmental Awareness Programme introduced composting workshops which were held in Community Centres and Libraries and these workshops were again provided in the Eco-week Programme this year.

It is estimated that up to a third of household waste can be composted and this diversion of waste has a significant effect on the amount of waste going to landfill.

It is an objective of the Dublin Region Waste Management Plan 2005 -2010 to introduce a brown bin service to residents in South Dublin County when the biological treatment infrastructure is in place.  Regional facilities to compost the contents of brown bins are being developed by the Dublin Local Authorities at Ballyogan in Dun Laoghaire Rathdown and at Kilshane in Fingal. It is intended that the first of these facilities should be operating by the end of 2007.

Fingal County Council is currently providing a brown bin service to a limited number of households on a pilot basis. The results of this trial when available will be analysed by the four Dublin Local Authorities and will help inform the process involved in the full roll-out of the service across the Region.  

The Council encourages the use of home composters as an effective method of diverting waste from landfill.  However , it is not proposed to introduce a scheme of “digesters” as the objective is to provide a brown bin collection service to cater for this organic biodegradable waste.

Householders who wish to purchase a composter should contact the Council online at www.southdublin.ie or by contacting Environmental Services Department at Tel. 4149215.  Composters are provided free of charge to those who have a waiver of their Environmental Waste Charge”.

A discussion followed with contributions from Councillors R. Dowds, T. McDermott, E. Maloney and T. Gilligan.

Ms. Mary Pyne, Director of Environmental Services responded to the Members queries. The report was NOTED and it was agreed that the Members would be kept informed of progress in the Council’s programme for implementation of waste management services.
(C/0335/06)
INFORMATION DRIVE RE: DISPOSAL OF BULK PACKAGING
It was proposed by Councillor M. Daly, seconded by Councillor T. Ridge
“That this Council set up an information drive for the county to encourage citizens to return their bulk packaging to the point of purchase and encourage REPAK and all commercial businesses to participate in a package reduction scheme which will reduce the amount of waste and reduce the amount of costs to the local environment and business.”
REPORT:

“The Council enforces the Waste Management (Packaging) Regulations 2003 and the Waste Management (Packaging) (Amendment) Regulations, 2004 whereby producers of packaging are required to either become a member of the Repak compliance scheme or register with the Council as a self complier. Repak is the “approved body” for the purposes of the regulations. There are approximately 250 businesses in South Dublin registered with Repak and there are currently 25 self compliers operating in South Dublin County.

In accordance with the Waste Packaging Regulations, bulk packaging can only be returned to companies who are “self compliers”.  A “self complier” is a company which is registered under the Packaging Regulations with the Local Authority and is not a member of Repak. Self compliers must make annual returns and pay fees to the Local Authority. 

The list of companies which are “self compliers” in the South Dublin County Council area is published once a year by the Environmental Services Department in the local newspapers.  These companies are as follows;

	ABB Ltd
	Belgard Road, Tallaght, 
	Dublin 24

	Associated Hardware Ltd
	Magna Dr, Magna Business Park, City West
	Dublin 22

	Clarity Computer (Disribution) Ltd
	Clarity House, Belgard Road, Tallaght
	Dublin 24

	Comans Wholesale Ltd
	Belgard Road, Tallaght
	Dublin 24

	Flanagans Sales & Marketing Ltd
	D3 Riverview Business Park, Nangor Road
	Dublin 22

	Food Processing Technology Ltd
	Unit 72, Cookstown Industrial Estate, Tallaght
	Dublin 24

	Rose Confectionery Ltd
	Robinhood Industrial Estate
	Dublin 22

	Kitchen Accessories Limited (KAL)
	Kingswood Avenue, Citywest
	Dublin 24

	Metal Processors Ltd
	Station Road, Clondalkin
	Dublin 22

	Mertonbury Ltd
	Unit B1, Knockmitten Ind Park, Naas Road
	Dublin 12

	PBS Sales Ltd
	Hibernian Ind. Estate, Greenhills Rd, Tallaght
	Dublin 24

	Philips Electronics (Ireland Ltd)
	Newstead, Fonthill Ind. Park, Fonthill Rd
	Dublin 24

	Pinewood Laboratories Ltd
	Unit 1, M50 Business Park
	Dublin 12

	Power City Ltd- Fonthills
	Fonthill Industrial Park, Fonthill Rd
	Dublin 22

	Power City Ltd- Greenhills
	Greenhills Road, Tallaght
	Dublin 24

	Sanyo Ireland Ltd
	41Western Parkway Business Prk, Ballymount Rd
	Dublin 12

	Sony Ireland
	82 Broomhill Rd, Tallaght
	Dublin 24

	Cardinal Healthcare
	26/43 Cherry Orchard Estate
	Dublin 10

	Swizzels Maltow (Irl)
	Broomhills Close, Tallaght
	Dublin 24

	Canadia Distributors
	32/33 Second Ave,Cookstown Ind Estate
	Dublin 24

	Champion Sports (The Square)
	Unit 222, The Square Shopping Centre, Tallaght
	Dublin 24

	Champion Sports (Liffey valley)
	Unit 47, Liffey Valley SC, Clondalkin 
	Dublin 22

	Noyeks Newmans
	Ballymount Cross Industrial Estate, Ballymount
	Dublin 24

	Whirlpool Ireland Ltd
	Fonthill Industrial Park
	Dublin 22

	Marchmont Packaging
	Cloverhill Industrial Estate, Clondalkin
	Dublin 22


Each “self complier” company is required to publish annually in a local newspaper, the fact that they will accept packaging from the public.  

Companies which are members of Repak are not obliged to accept packaging from the general public but some may do so voluntarily.

It is in the interest of businesses from a cost perspective to examine and reduce packaging.  The Council’s Environmental Awareness programme will continue to encourage businesses to undertake the “Action at Work” initiatives which implement the principles of “Reduce, Reuse and Recycle”.  The Council coordinates with the South Dublin Chamber of Commerce to promote the implementation of “Action at Work” initiatives, and to encourage sustainable waste management practices by businesses.

The Environmental Awareness staff encourages householders and businesses to prevent and minimise waste and will continue to inform citizens through the various activities in the Environmental Awareness Programme”.

A discussion followed with contributions from Councillors M. Daly, T. McDermott and G. O’Connell.
Ms. Mary Pyne, Director of Environmental Services responded to the Members queries and it was agreed that the issues regarding the packaging regulation would be referred to the Environment SPC.

The report was NOTED.
(C/0336/06)
COMMERCIALS HURLING CLUB
The Mayor, Councillor T. Ridge informed the meeting that a motion had been received from Councillor J. Daly in relation to a submission he had received from Commercials Hurling Club, Rathcoole, which could not be addressed as an emergency motion and the Mayor called on Mr. B. Hickey, Director of Corporate Services to outline the reasons why.

Mr. Hickey informed the meeting that due to ongoing legal issues in this case it was not appropriate to take the motion at this time but that all matters raised in the submission would be examined and the Councillor would be responded to directly on the matter.

Councillor J. Daly requested that every effort be made to progress the matter as quickly as possible and withdrew the motion.
(C/0337/06)
RECYCLING PLANT FOR DRY WASTE
It was proposed by Councillor M. Murphy, seconded by Councillor T. Ridge:
“That Council Staff would research in Canada the cost of setting up a Re-Cycling Plant that can Handle Dry Waste from Green Bin Collection capable of separating Paper, Cans, Glass and Plastic. That the Manger would put a plan in place to ring fence enough capital from the sale of lands to build such a plant. The Plant to be in place when the current waste plan runs out in 2010. The Green Bin collection to then be extended to twice a month and for it to be carried out by directly employed Council Workers.”
REPORT:
“The Council is contractually committed, along with the three other local authorities in the Dublin Region, to the Dry Recyclables contract (also known as the Green Bin contract) which provides for the collection and processing of recyclable material from householders in the Region.  The various materials collected from households are currently segregated at a facility owned by the contractor and then transported for recycling to various destinations.

In 2004, the four Dublin local authorities acquired premises in Ballymount which will, when upgraded, operate as a Materials Recovery Facility for this contract. In order to have the building upgraded for this purpose, Dublin City Council (as lead authority on behalf of the four Dublin Local Authorities) has obtained tenders for the installation of processing equipment etc.  Following evaluation of the tenders, the City Council will (on behalf of the Region) seek the required planning and licensing approvals.  The installation of plant for processing of recyclables will provide for the range of recycling currently undertaken and will also include for plastics and will provide for the sorting of plastics by polymer type.  It is not possible to indicate at this stage a definite completion date for this engineering project, but it is hoped to have the facility completed in 2007.

The cost of acquisition of these premises for conversion to a Materials Recovery Facility has been funded partly by the Department of the Environment Heritage and Local Government (DOEHLG) from the Environment Fund. In December 2005, the DOEHLG announced the approval of further grant aid towards the refurbishment of the facility. Some provision for this expenditure is also required from the four Dublin local authorities and the appropriate provision has been made in the Council’s 2006 Budget.

As this Materials Recovery Facility will facilitate recycling of a wide range of materials, it is not considered necessary to provide a further recycling plant. 

In relation to the collection of dry recyclables, the method of collection will be considered during the period of the review of the contract.”
A discussion followed with contributions from Councillors M. Murphy, F. McCarthy, G. O’Connell, T. McDermott, M. Daly, E. Maloney and T. Ridge.

Ms. Mary Pyne, Director of Environmental Services and Mr. Joe Horan, County Manager responded to the Members queries.
The report was NOTED and it was agreed that the matters had been discussed at the Environment SPC and are addressed within the Council s Waste Management Plan.

(C/0338/06)
NEW INDUSTRY
It was proposed by Councillor S. O’Connor, seconded by Councillor T. Ridge:
“In view of recent job losses, that South Dublin County Council takes the initiative and brings together all interested parties - such as FAS, the unions, employers' organisations, local chambers of commerce, community representatives and government bodies such as the IDA and so on - to ensure that everything possible is done to promote and maintain the attractiveness and suitability of the area for new industries.”
REPORT:

“The Economically Competitive Place Sub Committee of the County Development Board are devising a Plan for Co-ordinated community responses to large scale restructuring or closures.  

It is expected that the following statutory agencies and organisations will play a significant role in the implementation of the Plan. 

· FAS 

· Enterprise Ireland 

· IDA Ireland 

· Department of Family & Social Affairs,

· South Dublin County Enterprise Board

· Area Based Partnerships 

· Local Development Groups 

· South Dublin Chamber of Commerce 

· South Dublin County Council 

· Trade Unions 

· MABS and local Credit Unions 

The draft report has been considered by the participating Agencies and has been presented to the Economic Development and Planning SPC and to the Council at its meeting held on 13th June 2005. for their consideration.  

South Dublin County Council has a strong and vibrant commercial business sector which contributes to the economic and social well being of South Dublin County.  Since the establishment of the Council, in 1994, the number of businesses setting up and expanding in the County has increased considerably.  The Council supports this development and growth through a range of measures.  

The zoning of lands for economic and enterprise uses within the County Development Plan, together with the provision of infrastructure ensure that South Dublin County is an ideal location for business to locate, and for existing business to grow, thereby generating employment opportunities in the County.

South Dublin County Council has supported micro-enterprise by promoting and leading the construction of Enterprise Centres at 5 locations throughout the County. These Enterprise Centres are located at Bawnogue and Neilstown in the Clondalkin area and Bolbrook, Brookfield and Killinarden in the Tallaght area.  These Centres are managed by the local development organisation (Partas) and provide start-up space and training and mentor support to new local business in the West Tallaght Area.  

The ongoing development of Grange Castle Business Park as the premier strategic location for major investment confirms the Council’s commitment to employment growth.  The two existing businesses within the Business Park (The Wyeth BioPharma campus and Takeda) have resulted in a current total employment figure of over 1200, in addition to which the construction employment related to these facilities has had significant benefits to the local and wider area generating indirect benefits to the economy of South Dublin including Tallaght. In addition, the Council at it’s meeting held on 14th November 2005 approved the disposal of a site at Grange Castle Business Park to IAWS GROUP plc for the development of a corporate HQ involving an investment of c €100M. This will development will be the subject of a planning application in May/June 2006.

Planning Permission was granted in March 2006 (Planning Permission Reg Ref: SD06A/0049) to IDA Ireland for advance planning for a major Integrated Circuit Manufacturing & Research Campus at Grange Castle Business Park. The 200,000 square metre Campus is being proposed with the objective of marketing a quality environment, coupled with an approved planning permission, to attract one of the leading global integrated circuit companies to establish a campus at Grange Castle. 

The County Strategy “A Place for People” outlines the key objectives and actions through which the Council and its partners on the County Development Board will ensure South Dublin County is “ An Economically Competitive Place”.  To this end, the Council works closely with the South Dublin County Enterprise Board, South Dublin Chamber of Commerce, Enterprise Ireland, IDA Ireland, the partnership companies and local development agencies in order to secure new employment opportunities and to sustain existing employment in the County”. 

A discussion followed with contributions from Councillors S. O’Connor, E. Tuffy and S. Laing.

Mr. J. Walsh, Director of Economic Development responded to the Members queries.

The report was NOTED.

The meeting concluded at 6.30 p.m.
(C/0339/06)
MOTIONS NOT REACHED

DUBLIN PORT TUNNEL
Councillor T. McDermott   

That South Dublin County Council calls on the Dublin City Manager to restrict access to the city centre (between the Royal Canal and the Grand Canal ), by vehicles of three axles and more between the hours of 7AM and 7PM unless such vehicles are carrying a permit issued by the City Manager. And that such restriction becomes effective when the Dublin Port Tunnel opens - in order that the citizens of South Dublin County enjoy the benefits promised when funding for the Port Tunnel project was approved. 

COLUMBIAN EMBASSY
Councillor C. Keane   

That this Council recommends that we make representation to the Colombian Ambassador in London to ensure that the  military rescue operation proposed by President Uribe  to rescue hostages held by FARC be cancelled.  Mindful of the fact that FARC leaders have ordered their men to execute hostages in such a rescue operation, by proceeding in this way, it is imposing a death sentence on the hostages one of whom includes Ingrid Betancourt on whom we have bestowed the Freedom of the County of South Dublin.

SKATE PARK

Councillor D. Keating   

That the Manager would please provide an up-to-date and detailed report on progress made to build the Council's first Skate Park. Specifically would the Manager please report on the local consultation process which I requested at the outset, with the delegation from the local Skate Board Club regarding the design, lay-out and materials to be used in the Skate Park, and the time scale for the building and completion of this Skate Park. 

TRAFFIC LIGHT SEQUENCING

Councillor G. O'Connell   

That this Council write to the appropriate Government Department requesting that consideration be given to (a) activating the "Amber" sequence between "Red" and "Green" on all traffic lights  and (b) inserting a "filter left on Red when safe to do " sign at suitable junctions so as to maximise the capacity of road intersections and alleviate traffic congestion.

MANAGEMENT CHARGES
Councillor E. Tuffy   

That the Council notes with concern that individuals and families who have been approved for apartments and houses under the Council's Affordable Housing Schemes are being required to pay Management Charges of € 800 per annum and more, that the requirement to pay such charges is effectively adding about € 20000 to the cost of their homes, and requests the Manager to have these charges taken into account when arriving at prices to be determined for Affordable Housing units. 

OUTER RING ROAD

Councillor T. Ridge   

That a report be brought regarding a finish date for the Outer Ring Road and spur to Balgaddy. 

SCHOOL TRAFFIC SAFETY MEASURES
Councillor F. McCarthy   

That the Manager provides an update on what progress has been made in undertaking an examination of School Traffic Safety measures and to give assurances that the criteria used in prioritising schools will ensure that the most dangerous locations are tackled first. 

SITING OF PLANNING APPLICATION NOTICES
Councillor J. Lahart   

That the Council undertakes a review of the regulations governing the siting of planning application roadside public notices, particularly in light of obvious flaws relating to where a planning application may be lodged within an estate that directly affects residents to the rear of that house but located in a different estate. 

HOUSING ESTATE NAMES IN IRISH

Councillor S. O'Connor   

That this Council will adopt a policy of using the Irish Language in the naming of all new housing estate developments. 

REVIEW OF WATER LEISURE STRATEGY

Councillor D. Keating   

That the Manager would report on the initial stages of the Review of the Water Leisure Strategy scheduled for the first quarter of 2006. 

MANAGEMENT OF DOG BREEDING ESTABLISHMENTS

Councillor C. Keane   

That this Council recommends that we write to the Minister to implement the recommendations of working group to review the management of dog breeding establishments – taking into account the two minority reports. 

INTEGRITY OF COUNCIL’S PLANNING FILES
Councillor T. McDermott   

That that the Members discuss the process to secure the integrity of the Council's planning files and call on the Manager to improve it in light of recent failures by the Council to fulfil its obligations in this regard. 

COMMUNITY FORUM AND COMMUNITY PLATFORM

Councillor G. O'Connell   

That this Council values the role and contribution of the Community Forum and Community Platform and will positively support them by holding at least one conference per annum dealing with issues of concern to the community and voluntary sector to which the executive from both organisations, as well as the elected members of the Council be invited and by  providing each organisation with a full time support worker and by including both organisations on the relevant invitation list for council events.

DISPOSAL OF ‘END OF LIFE’VEHICLES

Councillor R. Dowds   

That this council approves the following change to the disposal of 'end of life' vehicles:-

a)  That the €50 charge be scrapped.

b)  That a sum of perhaps €200 be paid to people who bring a car to an 'end of life'  unit.

COMMUNITY WARDENS

Councillor T. Ridge   

That this Council agree to initiate a pilot programme of a community warden service which involves a permanent presence of Council Community Wardens in areas which have need of such a service.  Particular regard to be made to the needs of the elderly and vulnerable and the supervision of play and amenity areas for the benefit of all.  This programme could save money for this Council by preventing vandalism and dumping which is a major cost for this Council and would enhance the social and visual amenity. 

3 YEAR CAPITAL PROGRAMME

Councillor F. McCarthy   

That this Council requests the Manager to outline the projected expenditure accounted for in the 3 year Capital programme in each electoral area with regard to Community Parks and Libraries (programme 6) and development (programme 4) and insists that the obvious imbalance in the even distribution of the funding county-wide is immediately rectified. 

AFFORDABLE HOUSING INITIATIVE

Councillor E. Tuffy   

That this Council supports the Property Path initiative and is concerned that the  allocation/sale of housing units in April 2006 under the affordable housing under the Affordable Housing Initiative (Sustaining Progress) was done by a private Estate Agent rather than the Council's Property Path, and requests the Manager to make a report setting out measures put in place by the Council to ensure that the sale of the units was underpinned by principles of housing need, transparency of procedures, accountability on the part of the developer and the selling agent, and to report on what conditions were put in place regarding "clawback" in the event of the early re-sale of units.  
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