COMHAIRLE CONTAE ÁTHA CLIATH THEAS
SOUTH DUBLIN COUNTY COUNCIL
Minutes of South Dublin County Council June 2023 Rathfarnham / Templeogue / Firhouse / Bohernabreena Area Committee Meeting held on Tuesday 13 June 2023 through Microsoft 365 Teams and in Person in the Council Chambers. Today’s Area Committee Meeting was webcast as the Council has extended webcasting to all Area Committee meetings from January 2023. The extension of webcasting Area Committee meetings demonstrates our commitment to promoting transparency and supporting understanding and participation in local democracy.

Councillors Present
Lyn Hagin Meade
Alan Edge 
Pamela Kearns
Ronan McMahon
David McManus
Carly Bailey
Lilian Guéret
Lynn McCrave
Yvonne Collins
Mark Lynch 
Brian Lawlor 
Emma Murphy 

Officials Present
Senior Executive Officer		Mary Maguire, Sharon Conroy
Administrative Officer		Sheila Kelly
Senior Engineer 		John Hegarty, Gary Walsh
A/Senior Executive 
Parks Superintendent		Brendan Redmond 
Senior Staff Officer 		Adrienne McGee
Executive Engineer 		Mbakure Johnson 
Senior Executive Librarian 	Laura Joyce
Clerical Officer 			Ciara Brennan, Declan Hession
 
The Cathaoirleach, Councillor Lyn Hagin Meade, presided.

RTFB/230/H1/23 Item ID:79365 - Minutes
Minutes of South Dublin County Council Rathfarnham/Templeogue/Firhouse/Bohernabreena Area Committee dealing with Housing, Community, Transportation, Planning, Economic Development, Libraries, Corporate, Performance & Change Management, Public Realm, Environment, Water & Drainage held on 9th May 2023 which have been circulated, were submitted, and APPROVED as true record and signed.
It was proposed by Councillor L Hagin Meade, seconded by Councillor R McMahon, and RESOLVED “That the recommendations contained in the minutes of 9th May 2023 be ADOPTED and APPROVED.”
H1 Minutes of May 2023 ACM

RTFB/231/23 – Questions
It was proposed by Councillor L Hagin Meade, seconded by Councillor Y Collins and RESOLVED “That pursuant to Standing Order No. 13 that Questions 1 - 7 be ADOPTED and APPROVED

Planning
RTFB/232/C1/23 Item ID:79345 – Correspondence 
Correspondence (No Business)
RTFB/233/H2/23 Item ID:79356 – New Works 
New Works (No Business)
Transportation
RTFB/234/Q1/23 Item ID:79303 – Walkinstown Roundabout Traffic Capacity
Proposed by Councillor C. Bailey
To ask the Chief Executive what current traffic capacity is for the Walkinstown Roundabout and both the Greenhills Road and Ballymount Road Lower during peak and non-peak periods.
REPLY:
SDCC have recently carried out traffic counts on all approach roads to the Walkinstown roundabout. We will tabulate the results on the Greenhills and Ballymount Roads.
SDCC traffic department will also carry out queue surveys on the mentioned Greenhills Road and Ballymount Road approaches in the coming week.
The Capacity and current traffic flows will be brought to the next TMM for detailed discussion. 
RTFB/235/Q2/23 Item ID:79414 – Proposed Traffic Calming Effect for Ballyboden Road 
Proposed by Councillor Y. Collins
To ask for details of Active Travel South Dublin with respect to Ballyboden Road and, in particular, any proposed traffic calming effect.
REPLY:
Ballyboden Road forms part of the City West to Rathfarnham active travel scheme which is noted as a 'soon' scheme (to be progressed within the next 5 years) within the Cycle South Dublin programme of works. We are currently in the early stages of procurement for a design consultant and hope to have an appointment in Q4 2023 or early 2024.

RTFB/236/Q3/23 Item ID:78959 – Public Wall Inspection at Glenbrook Park
Proposed by Councillor D. McManus
To ask the Chief Executive to examine the condition of a public wall at the rear of a public walkway from Glenbrook Park onto Willbrook Road, and if management may engage with the property owner (address provided), and arrange any repairs if needed as necessary, and if a statement may be available?
REPLY:
 Road Maintenance will inspect this area and if a wall defect is noted then we will contact the property and request remedial work be carried out
RTFB/237/Q4/23 Item ID:79335 – Footpath Plans for between Firhouse ETSS and Orlagh House
Proposed by Councillor E. Murphy
To ask the Chief Executive Officer if there are plans to provide a footpath between the entrance of the Firhouse ETSS and the entrance of Orlagh House or from Abbots Grove to Orlagh House?
REPLY:
There are no plans to extend footpaths on either of these routes currently. 
The current roads are narrow and would likely require a land purchase to achieve sufficient width for a footpath to be constructed. Currently there is no funding or resource allocated to such a scheme.
RTFB/238/C2/23 Item ID:79347 - Correspondence
Correspondence (No Business)
RTFB/239/H3/23 Item ID:79358 – Rossmore Trial 
The following report was presented by Mbakure Johnson Executive Engineer
H3 Rossmore Trial
Following Contributions from Councillors C Bailey, Y Collins, P Kearns, R McMahon, L McCrave and L Hagin Meade, Mbakure Johnson Executive Engineer and Mary Maguire Senior Executive Officer Responded to queries raised. The AC members agreed that the trial on Rossmore Road as shown on the drawings be implemented, and following debate it was agreed to provide a bus bay on Templeogue Woods. The bus bay will be marked on the carriageway and can be used to drop off or pick up children with special needs. 
It was further agreed that “before”  and “after” traffic surveys be undertaken so that an assessment of the trial can be determined.

RTFB/240/H4/23 Item ID:79361 - Declaration of Roads to be Public Roads
Proposed Declaration of Roads to be Public Roads (No Business)
RTFB/241/H5/23 Item ID:79429 – Salt Bin Strategy
The following report was presented by Gary Walsh Senior Engineer
H5 Salt Bin Strategy
Following Contributions from Councillors D McManus, A Edge, Y Collins, L McCrave, P Kearns and R McMahon, Gary Walsh Senior Engineer Responded to queries raised and the Report was Noted
RTFB/242/M1/23 Item ID:78700 – Traffic Sequencing at Grange Road & Nutgrove Avenue
Proposed by Councillor D. McManus, seconded by Councillor L. H Meade 
That this area committee requests the Chief Executive to review traffic sequencing at the junction of Grange Road & Nutgrove Avenue, to alleviate congestion at busy periods such as the morning and school pick up times?
The following Report from the Chief Executive was read:
An inspection was carried out on this site on 30th May 2023. There were no issues detected on site at this time. There has been temporary traffic management for construction works in place in the area recently, which may affect traffic queues at school collection time. 
The traffic light sequencing has been found to be operating at optimised timings.
Following Contributions from Councillors D McManus, L McCrave and Y Collins, John Hegarty Senior Engineer responded to queries raised and the Motion was Agreed.
RTFB/243/M2/23 Item ID:79251 – Installation of Speed Ramp at Glenasmole National School
Proposed by Councillor A. Edge, seconded by Councillor L. H Meade
This Area Committee requests the installation of a speed ramp for traffic calming purposes outside Glenasmole National School.
The following report from the Chief Executive was read:
The speed limit at this location is 80kph, with a periodic 30kph in place at school times. Traffic calming cannot be installed outside of the built up urban speed limit areas.  A recent speed survey was procured by the school with the information kindly shared with SDCC. The following was noted from this information;
- The speed survey shows that of the 3,254 vehicles surveyed the average speed is 49kph. The 85th centile speed is 65kph on an 80kph rural road. 
 - The second survey which is a much more limited time frame (between the hours of 13:00 and 14:02) surveyed 18 no. vehicles , 6 of whom were at collection time, recording an average speed of 35kph.
Based on the above information and limitations imposed by the Road Traffic Regulations, traffic calming in the form of physical restrictions such as ramps and build outs is not recommended at this location.
The existing line marking has been refreshed at the location which draws attention to the presence of the school.
The traffic section is investigating the possibility of additional supporting signage at this location. The results of our decision will be discussed at a future TMM.
M2(i) Photograph of refreshed Road Marking
M2(ii) Photograph no. 2

Following Contributions from Councillors A Edge, L Hagin Meade and R McMahon, John Hegarty Senior Engineer Responded to queries raised and the Motion was Agreed.
RTFB/244/M3/23 Item ID:79265 – TIC Process at Village Green, Rathfarnham
Proposed by Councillor Y. Collins, seconded by Councillor L. H Meade
That this Council completes the TIC process at Village Green, Rathfarnham given that a plebiscite has long since been conducted
The following report from the Chief Executive was read:
There was no officially verified Taking in Charge Plebiscite submitted to SDCC.  There is an incomplete petition list which is signed by only some of residents in Village Green. One couple signing for 2 properties and no signature for some properties.  
An official plebiscite will have to be conducted and verified by Corporate section (signers must be registered on the electoral register)
If the Plebiscite is successful, then SDCC will have to conduct the quality checks normally carried out by the developer at our own expense.
Then, if the surveys show up deficiencies in the infrastructure, then SDCC will have to employ and contractor to fix these items.
Once these repairs are complete, then SDCC will have to complete the Official Taking in Charge process in the prescribed manner, including advertisement, reporting to ACM and ratification by full Council.
It is likely to take some time to complete all the steps outlined above. It is estimated to take 18 to 24 months to complete all actions.
Following contributions from Councillor Y Collins this Motion was Agreed.
RTFB/245/M4/23 Item ID:79334 – Second Location for District Enhancement Scheme 
Proposed by Councillor E. Murphy, seconded by Councillor L. H Meade
That this ACM progresses to selection of the second district enhancement scheme for the Rathfarnham Templeogue Firhouse Bohernabreena area to ensure that the second location is determined before the end of this mandate.
The following report from the Chief Executive was read:
SDCC are currently at construction stage with the first DCEP at Castletymon and the following three schemes (Rosemount, Bawnogue and Doddsboro) are at preliminary design.
The district centre selection process was carried out in 2020 and ten locations were chosen. The initial schemes were selected at ACMs.
The remaining schemes to be commenced within RTFB are
1. Grange Rd Local Centre
1. Whitechurch Local Centre
1. Old Bawn Shopping Centre
  
Following Contributions from Councillor E Murphy and Gary Walsh Senior Engineer responded to queries and this motion was Agreed.
RTFB/246/M5/23 Item ID:79415 – Road Safety Issues at the Woodfield Scholarstown Road Junction
Proposed by Councillor A. Edge, seconded by Councillor L. H Meade
That this Area Committee requests management to contact the developer with regard to the ongoing road safety issue at the Woodfield junction with Scholarstown Rd following a number of collisions and, most recently, the destruction of the road safety signs on the island for a second time.
The following report from the Chief Executive was read:
The Traffic Islands were installed as part of the grant of planning for the Two Oaks estate.   Each Island is acts as a physical protection measure for pedestrians at the crossings.
A follow up survey has shown that larger vehicles cannot negotiate the space available between the traffic islands and the carriageway edge.
The two islands will be removed immediately, but a hatch marked area will be installed and an illuminated sign to similarly achieve a level of traffic calming.  This will lead to increased width for larger vehicles to negotiate the turns.
As a further measure SDCC will be looking at the existing locations of the pedestrian crossings.  There may be options for a small shift of the pedestrian crossings to allow greater turning room for larger vehicles.  The developer may be liable to make these changes at their expense, but this issue is yet to be determined.
SDCC traffic section will come back to the relevant TMM with decisions on this aspect of the junction design.
Libraries & Arts
RTFB/247/C3/23 Item ID:79343 – Correspondence
Correspondence (No Business)
RTFB/248/H6/23 Item ID:79354 – New Works
NEW WORKS (No Business)
RTFB/249/H7/23 Item ID:79363 – News & Events
The following report was presented by Laura Joyce Senior Executive Librarian
H7 Libraries Report
H7(i) Libraries Event Statistics

Following Contributions from Councillors L Hagin Meade, A Edge, Y Collins, P Kearns, M Lynch, R McMahon, L Guéret and L McCrave, Laura Joyce Senior Executive Librarian Responded to queries raised and the Report was Noted.
RTFB/250/H8/0623 Item ID:79364 – Application for Grants 
Application for Arts Grants (No Business)
Economic Development
RTFB/251/C4/23 Item ID:79341 - Correspondence
Correspondence (No Business)
RTFB/252/H9/23 Item ID:79351 – New Works 
New Works (No Business)
Performance & Change Management
RTFB/253/C5/23 Item ID:79344 - Correspondence
Correspondence (No Business)
RTFB/254/H10/23 Item ID:79355 – New Works 
New Works (No Business)
Corporate Support
RTFB/255/C6/23 Item ID:79340 – Correspondence 
Correspondence (No Business)
RTFB/256/H11/23 Item ID:79350 – New Works 
New Works (No Business)
RTFB/257/M6/23 Item ID:79252 – Irish Water Update re Sewage Outflow at Dodder Valley Park 
Proposed by Councillor A. Edge, seconded by Councillor L. H Meade
That this Area Committee requests the attendance of a representative of a Irish Water to report to us about the continued sewage outflow into the ecologically important amenity of Dodder Valley Park.
The following report from the Chief Executive was read:
If this Motion is passed a letter will issue to Irish Water in relation to same. However Councillors are reminded that they can contact Uisce Éireann at their dedicated Local Representative Support Desk. Uisce Éireann host Councillor Clinics which typically occur every quarter with the last clinic on 24th May.
For information, regarding the surcharging of sewage from Uisce Éireann’s sewer on 8th May during heavy rainfall, and consequent damage to the path near Firhouse Weir, SDCC are carrying out repairs in the area affected and will recoup costs from Uisce Éireann.  
Following Contributions from Councillors A Edge, P Kearns, Y Collins, R McManus, L Guéret, L McCrave and L Hagin Meade, Mary Maguire Senior Executive Officer Responded to queries raised and the Motion was Agreed.
Environment
RTFB/258/C7/23 Item ID:79338 - Correspondence
Correspondence (No Business)
RTFB/259/H12/23 Item ID:79352 – New Works
New Works (No Business)
RTFB/260/M7/23 Item ID:79425 – Inspection of Property for Derelict Site List
Proposed by Councillor P. Kearns, seconded by Councillor L. H Meade
That this committee calls on the manager to inspect the property at the address supplied with a view to entering it onto the derelict site list.
The following report from the Chief Executive was read:
Properties are considered to be a Derelict Site within the definition contained in Section 3 of the Derelict Sites Act, 1990 (the Act):
“[A]ny land (in this section referred to as “the land in question”) which detracts, or is likely to detract, to a material degree from the amenity, character or appearance of land in the neighbourhood of the land in question because of—
 (a) the existence on the land in question of structures which are in a ruinous, derelict or dangerous condition, or
 (b) the neglected, unsightly or objectionable condition of the land or any structures on the land in question, or
 (c) the presence, deposit or collection on the land in question of any litter, rubbish, debris or waste, except where the presence, deposit or collection of such litter, rubbish, debris or waste results from the exercise of a right conferred by or under statute or by common law.”
Arrangements will be made for the property at the address supplied to be inspected to determine if it falls within the definition contained in Section 3 of the Act.
Following Contributions from Councillor P Kearns this Motion as Agreed.
Water & Drainage
RTFB/261/Q5/23 Item ID:79195 – Antique Lamp Post Removal from Fortfield Road 
Proposed by Councillor R. McMahon
To ask why the Antique Lamp Post was removed from Fortfield Road (on the South Dublin County side). This was part of the heritage of the area and I believe it was there well over 100 years. Also where is the actual lamp post now stored. And finally, can it be re-instated.
REPLY:
Two sewer vent stacks were removed by Uisce Éireann in the past month from Fortfield Road, one on each side of the road.  These sewer vent stacks were showing significant signs of deterioration and their removal was recommended on safety grounds.  For Information - there was build up of corrosion material internally at both these locations which had effectively blocked both these vents and hence they had been ineffectual for years.
Both vents have been plugged and capped.
For further information on this, and for anything related to Water Supply and Foul Sewer drainage, members are reminded that Uisce Éireann is the national water services authority and members can contact them via their dedicated Local Representative Support Desk at localrepsupport@water.ie
  
RTFB/262/Q6/23 Item ID:79295 – Remedial Action at The Weir at Mount Carmel Firhouse
Proposed by Councillor R. McMahon
With regard to the recent spillage of sewage at the Weir at Mount Carmel, Firhouse, has the Council got an assurance that Irish Water has taken remedial action so as this overflow or blockage from the manhole will not reoccur and pollute the River Dodder. It takes away all the good work done on the Dodder Greenway paths, not to mention the health hazard.
REPLY:
The Dodder Valley sewer surcharged during heavy rain on 8th May. The surcharge caused damage in Dodder Valley Park, including to a path near Firhouse Weir. SDCC are carrying out repairs to the path and will recoup costs from Uisce Éireann. Uisce Éireann are aware of the incident on 8th May, and it has also been reported to the EPA and IFI. Uisce Éireann are aware of capacity issues in the Dodder Valley Sewer and are carrying out a Drainage Area Plan on the catchment. Members are reminded that Uisce Éireann is the national water services authority responsible for water supply and wastewater drainage, and that they have a local representative support desk that members can contact at: localrepsupport@water.ie
RTFB/263/C8/23 Item ID:79348 - Correspondence
Correspondence (No Business)
RTFB/264/H13/23 Item ID:79359 – New Works 
New Works (No Business)
Public Realm
RTFB/265/Q7/23 Item ID:79417 – Cut Back of Overgrown Green Areas at Wainstfort Drive 
Proposed by Councillor D. McManus
To request the Chief Executive to cut back and clear overgrown green areas at the entrance of Wainsfort Drive? A photo is attached showing one of the two green enclosed areas.
REPLY:
The areas referred to here and as shown in the attached photo, at the entrance to Wainsfort Drive from Wainsfort Road, have been examined.  The areas in question are not in the ownership of South Dublin County Council and have not been taken in charge by the Council.  The Council's Public Realm Section therefore does not maintain these areas.  
Q7(i) Wainsfort Drive entrance

RTFB/266/C9/23 Item ID:79346 – Correspondence 
Correspondence(No Business)
RTFB/267/H14/23 Item ID:79357 – New Works
New Works (No Business)
RTFB/268/M8/23 Item ID:79196 – Installation of Park Bench on Fortfield Grove
Proposed by Councillor R. McMahon, seconded by Councillor L. H Meade
To Install a park bench on the Green at Fortfield Road/College Park/Wainsfort Grove in memory of Mr Frank Feely RIP, former City and County Manager. And to have a plague placed on it, acknowledging his contribution to the County and City of Dublin.
The following report from the Chief Executive was read:
The procedure for managing such requests is as set down in the Infrastructure Naming Policy, the relevant extract from the policy is set out below.
6. Dedication of Trees and Benches in South Dublin Parks and Open Spaces
South Dublin County Council may allow memorial trees or benches within its parks and open spaces (to include areas under the control and/or maintenance of the Council) subject to the availability of suitable locations
1. The location of the tree or bench shall be at the discretion of South Dublin County Council.
1. In the case of a tree the Council will be responsible for the selection of tree species, planting and maintenance works required and in the case of a bench the Council will select the type and be responsible for its installation.
1. In the case of a tree a small memorial plate (conforming to a specification to be supplied) will be permitted in a location to be identified by the Council.
1. A small commemorative plaque/plate (conforming to a specification to be provided) will be permitted on the backrest of a bench.
1. Other than the plaque/plate conforming with the Council’s requirements nothing else will be permitted in the vicinity of or on a tree or bench.
1. A fee will be payable by the applicant as a contribution to the cost of associated works including administration.
1. In the event of vandalism or failure of a tree (within 18 months of planting), the Council will arrange on a one-off basis for a replacement. Vandalised benches will not be replaced.
1. The Council reserves the right to remove or relocate a bench or tree at any time should it be considered necessary.
1. The Council may decide as an alternative to maintain a Register of Memorial Trees.
1. Requests should be sent in writing to the Senior Executive Officer, Environment, Water and Climate Change Directorate
 If the proposal to install a bench and commemorative plaque is agreed by the members of this area committee then the Council’s Public Realm Section will examine the open space at Fortfield Road/College Park/Wainsfort Grove to identify a suitable location for the installation of a bench and plaque to Frank Feely, former City and County Manager, subject to the written agreement of the Feely family. 
Following Contributions from Councillors R McMahon and P Kearns, Brendan Redmond A/Senior Executive Parks Superintendent Responded to queries raised and the Motion was Agreed.
RTFB/269/M9/23 Item ID:79413 – Replanting of Trees along Templeroan Drive 
Proposed by Councillor Y. Collins, seconded by Councillor L. H Meade
That this Council replants trees along Templeroan Drive, noting that the area has already been inspected and locations long since identified for tree replanting
The following report from the Chief Executive was read:
Templeroan Estate underwent an inspection in 2016, and it is set to be reinspected and maintained again in the third or fourth quarter of 2023. There are currently eight designated locations along Templeroan Drive that have been identified as suitable for tree replanting. These trees will be planted during the designated tree planting season, which spans from December to February.
Following Contributions from Councillor Y Collins, Brendan Redmond A/Senior Executive Parks Superintendent Responded to queries raised and the Motion was Agreed.

Community
RTFB/270/C10/23 Item ID:79339 – Correspondence 
Correspondence (No Business)
RTFB/271/H15/23 Item ID:79349 – New Works
New Works (No Business)
RTFB/272/H16/23 Item ID:79362 – Deputations for Noting 
Deputations for Noting (No Business)
Housing
RTFB/273/C11/23 Item ID:79342 - Correspondence
Correspondence (No Business)
RTFB/274/H17/23 Item ID:79353 – New Works
New Works (No Business)

Prior to conclusion of the meeting the members of the RTFB ACM congratulated Cllr Lyn Hagin Meade on her year as Chair. 
Responding, Cllr Hagin Meade thanked the members and wished then well for the summer break and the forthcoming year.

The meeting concluded at 16:51



Siniú _______________              Dáta ________________
An Cathaoirleach  

