COMHAIRLE CONTAE ÁTHA CLIATH THEAS
SOUTH DUBLIN COUNTY COUNCIL
Minutes of South Dublin County Council Clondalkin, Newcastle, Rathcoole, Saggart and Brittas Area Committee Meeting dealing with Corporate Support, Performance & Change Management, Environment, Water & Drainage, Public Realm, Housing, Community, Transportation, Planning, Economic Development and Libraries & Arts held on Wednesday 15th March 2023.

COUNCILLORS PRESENT

Councillor William Joseph Carey
Councillor Laure Donaghy
				Councillor Trevor Gilligan
				Councillor Eoin Ó Broin
				Councillor Francis Timmons
				Councillor Kenneth Egan
				
Apologies:			Councillor Shirley O’Hara


Cathaoirleach, Councillor W. Carey presided.

OFFICIALS PRESENT 

Senior Executive Officer	Ms. Sharon Conroy, Ms. Cristina Hurson , 
Senior Engineer	Mr. John Hegarty, Mr. Gary Walsh
Senior Executive Parks Superintendent        	Mr. David Fennell
Senior Executive Librarian	Ms. Síle Coleman
A/Administrative Officer	Ms. Maria Nugent
Executive Librarian	Ms. Emma Perry  
Assistant Arts Officer	Ms. Meabh Butler
Senior Staff Officer	Mr. John Savage
Staff Officer	Ms. Leona Maher
Assistant Staff Officer	Mr. Brian Booth 
C/115/23 H1 Item ID:78313 Confirmation & Re-affirmation of Minutes of Meeting held on 15th February
The minutes of the February meeting of the Clondalkin, Newcastle, Rathcoole, Saggart and Brittas Area Committee meeting dealing with Libraries, Economic Development, Performance & Change Management, Corporate Support, Public Realm, Environment, Water & Drainage, Community, Housing, Planning and Transportation held on 15th February 2023 which had been circulated, were submitted and APPROVED as a true record and signed.
HI 1 Minutes of 15th February 2023
It was proposed by Councillor F. Timmons, seconded by Councillor T. Gilligan, and RESOLVED:
“That the recommendations contained in the minutes of 15th February be ADOPTED and APPROVED.”
C/116/23 – QUESTIONS
It was proposed by Councillor F. Timmons and seconded by Councillor T. Gilligan:
“That pursuant to Standing Order 13, Questions 1 to 14 be ADOPTED and APPROVED.”

Corporate Support
C/117/23 - H2 Item ID:78300 – New Works
(No Business)
C/118/23 - C1 Item ID:78290 - Correspondence
(No Business)
C/119/23 - M1 Item ID:78386 – Bus Route 68
In accordance with Standing Order No. 13, it was AGREED by the Cathaoirleach in consultation with the Members to vary the sequence of business and consider Motion 3 in tandem with this item as they were of a similar subject matter.
Proposed by Councillor W. Carey and Seconded by Councillor T. Gilligan:
Cathaoirleach's Business
That this Area Committee agrees, that the bus service covering the Newcastle area is totally in adequate and calls upon Dublin Bus to increase the level of service scheduling until the bus connects new schedule is brought into service.
The following report by the Chief Executive which had been circulated was READ:
If the motion is agreed, a letter will issue to Dublin Bus as outlined in the motion above.
C/120/23 - M3 Item ID:78252 – Bus Route 68
Proposed by Councillor F. Timmons and Seconded by Councillor T. Gilligan:
That this Area Committee support the Newcastle community residents call for action on the 68 bus route that is consistently late, regular no show and not updated on app. There is one rather poor bus service to serve this large and growing area. We demand that Dublin Bus and the NTA address the issues of concern of residents as a matter of urgency to ensure people are not late for work/appointments and do not have to drive cars and we commit to writing to Dublin Bus and the NTA. We also ask they issue a timeline for additional bus services for the Newcastle area.
The following report by the Chief Executive which had been circulated was READ:
If the motion is agreed a letter will issue to Dublin Bus and the NTA as outlined above. 
A discussion followed with contribution from Councillors W. Carey, F. Timmons, E. Ó Broin and T. Gilligan. Ms. S. Conroy, Senior Executive Officer responded to the members queries and the Motions were AGREED. 
C/121/23 - M2 Item ID:78159 – Widening of Aylmer Road
Proposed by Councillor K. Egan and Seconded by Councillor T. Gilligan:
That this Area Committee asks the Council to write to the Department of Defence to investigate how to widen Aylmer Road (near Peamount FC junction) in order to remove bad bends and improve road safety as well as providing traffic-congestion relief in Newcastle village by allowing more people to use this route to gain access to Greenogue. 
The following report by the Chief Executive which had been circulated was READ:
If the Motion is agreed a letter will issue to the Department of Defence as outlined above. 
A discussion followed with contribution from Councillors K. Egan, E. Ó Broin and T. Gilligan. Ms. S. Conroy, Senior Executive Officer responded to the members queries and the motion was AGREED. 
C/122/23 - M4 Item ID:78353 – School Placements
Proposed by Councillor F. Timmons and Seconded by Councillor T. Gilligan:
That this Area Committee demand the Department of Education look at the school placements issues in this LEA and come up with a proper plan on how the current and future needs will be met.
The following report by the Chief Executive which had been circulated was READ:
If the motion is agreed a letter will issue to the Department of Education as outlined above.  
A discussion followed with contribution from Councillors F. Timmons, W. Carey and T. Gilligan. Ms. S. Conroy, Senior Executive Officer responded to the members queries and the motion was AGREED. 
C/123/23 - M5 Item ID:78363 – Water Pump
Proposed by Councillor Eoin Ó Broin and Seconded by Councillor F. Timmons:
That this Area Committee agrees that the old water pump currently located outside the Pipe Band Hall on the Old Nangor Road in Clondalkin be moved to a location outside the Round Tower Heritage Centre as agreed under the 300K Have Your Say scheme for Clondalkin.
The following report by the Chief Executive which had been circulated was READ:
The Restoration of Old Nangor Road Water Pump has been carried out by the Council's Heritage Officer and the €300k Have Your Say project is complete, as previously reported to this Area Committee.
The proposed work sought in this Motion requires initial investigation to assess if the outlets on the pump are still connected to the mains.  To confirm if connected, it would require excavation, possibly back to the main. Moving the pump to new location requires an application for a new connection and would need to be applied for to Uisce Eireann. 
This work would require resources and funding not currently assigned, and would require provision in the budget and agreed in order to proceed.
A discussion followed with contribution from Councillors E. Ó Broin and W. Carey. Ms. C. Hurson, Senior Executive Officer responded to the members queries and the motion was AGREED. 
The members wished Ms. C. Hurson every success in her new role.
Performance & Change Management
C/124/23 - H3 Item ID:78305 – New Works
(No Business)
C/125/23 - C2 Item ID:78294 - Correspondence
(No Business)
Environment
C/126/23 - Q1 Item ID:78370 – Household Rubbish
Proposed by Councillor S. O'Hara:
To ask the Chief Executive in light of an increasing issue with illegal dumping of household rubbish on Brownstown Lane, Newcastle, D22WD00 can we call for more inspections in this area?
REPLY:
The Litter Warden will continue to monitor this location as part of their patrols. 
All reported and detected incidents of littering and illegal dumping are investigated by the Council's Litter Warden Service and all dumped material is searched for evidence. Where evidence is found, the appropriate enforcement action is taken under the Litter Pollution Act 1997, as amended. Increasingly, it is found that no personal information relating to polluters is contained within the dumped material, with personal information having been removed or shredded.
As always, the Council is grateful for assistance and support from local residents or others in their investigations of such incidents as they arise. In the absence of substantive evidence / witness statements and the presence of such witnesses in court, it is not possible for us to bring successful prosecutions.
C/127/23 - H4 Item ID:78302 – New Works
(No Business)
C/128/23 - C3 Item ID:78288 - Correspondence
(No Business)
C/129/23 - M6 Item ID:78045 – Litter Problem, Clondalkin Village
Proposed by Councillor T. Gilligan and Seconded by Councillor F. Timmons:
That this Area Committee takes action to address the continuous litter problem outside four star pizza, clondalkin village.
The following report by the Chief Executive which had been circulated was READ:
All reported and detected incidents of littering and illegal dumping at this location are investigated by the Council's Litter Warden Service and all dumped material is searched for evidence. Where evidence is found, the appropriate enforcement action is taken under the Litter Pollution Act 1997, as amended. Increasingly, it is found that no personal information relating to polluters is contained within the dumped material, with personal information having been removed or shredded.
A fine was issued to the above mentioned business on 31st January 2023 for the alleged offence on the 2nd January 2023. The Litter Warden continues to monitor this location in line with routine patrols. The Litter Warden is also monitoring and liaising, when necessary, with our Waste Enforcement team on the presentation of waste for this business as with all other businesses. 
As always, the Council is grateful for assistance and support from local residents or others in their investigations of such incidents as they arise. In the absence of substantive evidence / witness statements and the presence of such witnesses in court, it is not possible for us to bring successful prosecutions. If you are aware of any recent incident in this particular location, can you please email me, identifying the exact location and date.
A discussion followed with contribution from Councillors T. Gilligan and W. Carey. The Motion was AGREED. 
Water & Drainage
C/130/23 - H5 Item ID:78309 – New Works
(No Business)
C/131/23 - C4 Item ID:78298 - Correspondence
(No Business)
Public Realm
C/132/23 - Q2 Item ID:78371 – Tree Stumps
Proposed by Councillor S. O'Hara:
To ask the Chief Executive to remove the tree stumps in place at Hillview, Rathcoole? The stumps impedes access to cars.
REPLY:
The tree stumps referred to at Hillview, Rathcoole have been inspected and services and utilities drawings for the area are currently being examined prior to stump removal commencing.  It is expected that the stump removals will be carried out in the coming weeks.
C/133/23 - Q3 Item ID:78372 – Tree Maintenance
Proposed by Councillor S. O'Hara:
To ask the Chief Executive will the tree maintenance team prune the overgrown tree outside Zip and Sew Rathcoole Village? The local residents feel the tree is quite dangerous.
REPLY:
The tree in question outside Zip and Sew on Rathcoole mainstreet was inspected in 2022 and found to require no maintenance at that time.  Rathcoole Village has been included in the 2023 to 2025 tree maintenance programme.  This tree and other trees in the area will be inspected in due course to determine what maintenance works, if any, are required to each tree. 
C/134/23 - Q4 Item ID:78376 – Rathcoole Park
Proposed by Councillor E. Ó Broin:
To ask the Chief Executive when work on the Teen Space and the Dog Park in Rathcoole Park is expected to commence and how long are both projects expected to take once works begin?
REPLY:
The proposed extension to the teenspace programme was approved in the 2023 budget onwards and the planning and design work has yet to commence on the proposals. A site in Rathcoole Park not been selected and the details of what will be included have not been worked out.The design of any teenspace follows consultation with local teenagers. Once Public Realm completes the current teenspace programme, we will then progress to the teenspace programme extension and meet with local teenagers; either through schools, clubs or youth groups to find out what facilities they would like and then we would look for appropriate sites to deliver the required facilities. Once this work is completed we can estimate the delivery time.
Public Realm operations and maintenance has made a provision of €30,000 in the Public Realm Improvement Works Programme in 2021 for the provision of a dog run in Rathcoole Park. The scheme did not progress during that year, as the reinstatement of the park had only just been completed after Irish Water Works and it was felt necessary to allow the reinstated grass areas to become established. The development of the Rathcoole Planning Masterplan is currently underway and it is considered necessary to allow that process to run it's course before the dog run location would be selected. Once the masterplan has been finalised a suitable location for the dog run will be selected and installation will take place. Procurement of the fencing has already been carried out and this will not delay the project, once a site can be selected.
C/135/23 - Q5 Item ID:78383 – Removal of Tree in Corkagh Park
Proposed by Councillor W. Carey:
To ask the Chief Executive for a detailed explanation for the removal of the large mature Monterey Cypress Tree in Corkagh park. To explain if the tree was diseased and to what extent this had taken hold in the tree, and also, to indicate whether the council will flag the removal of individual mature trees to this committee for consideration in the future?
REPLY:
The Part 8 Planning procedure for the Proposed Enhancements and Upgrades at Corkagh Park was advertised for public consultation in 2021 and passed by the Council in February 2022. As part of this work a tree report was carried out on the trees within the site constraints. 
According to this report the large Monterey Cypress tree near the depot building was found to be suffering from a fungal infection called Cypress Canker. This disease was beginning to cause die-back in some of its larger limbs, thus creating a risk to park users. The area beneath the tree is busy with the public, so it was taken down to remove the serious hazard of falling limbs, particularly as there would be increased use of this are as a result of the Corkagh Park upgrade proposals.
It is not feasible to flag the removal of individual trees to this committee due to the scale of tree work carried out by South Dublin County Council, however the Council wishes to ensure that its tree resource is managed in a way that reflects good practice, minimises risks to people and property; and protects the health and vitality of its tree resource. The Council's policy with regard to tree management is outlined in its tree management policy 'Living with Trees'.
A concerted effort is made to mitigate for the loss of any trees where possible. In this case it is planned to plant 93 trees in various locations in the park. This tree selection will be made up of various native Irish species, due to the importance of planting native trees to enhance biodiversity in our parks.
C/136/23 - H6 Item ID:78307 – New Works
(No Business)
C/137/23 - C5 Item ID:78296 - Correspondence
(No Business)
C/138/23 - M7 Item ID:78385 – 1916 Commemorative Garden
Proposed by Councillor W. Carey and Seconded by Councillor F. Timmons:
Cathaoirleach's Business
That this Area Committee ask if council can make the lock key from the "flag pole" at the 1916 commemorative garden available to facilitate the flying of the tri-colour throughout Easter week.
The following report by the Chief Executive which had been circulated was READ:
The council is not in possession of a key for this particular flag pole at the 1916 commemorative garden. A previous Tidy Towns representative informed the Council that there is only one key to the flagpole in existence, which Tidy Towns received when the pole was erected in 2016. There was an event held in 2017 "Honouring the Flag" and that was the only official time that the flag was hoisted on the pole since its installation in 2016. 
Following contribution from Councillor W. Carey, Ms. S. Conroy, Senior Executive Officer responded to the member’s queries and the motion was AGREED. 
C/139/23 - M8 Item ID:78176 – Mount St. Joseph
Proposed by Councillor F. Timmons and Seconded by Councillor E. Ó Broin:
That this Area Committee support Clondalkin Tidy Towns in their work to ensure that St Josephs Graveyard is maintained and preserved for future generations and that SDCC act on an independent report from a local Architect P.M. Ging: Dip Arch FRIAI who has recommended that all the walls are brought to the same height using the stones saved from Boot Road and stored in Corkagh Park. This will help keep the upcoming repair of headstones by SDCC safe and help in combatting anti-social behaviour.
Architects Report
East Side photo

The following report by the Chief Executive which had been circulated was READ:
As previously reported under Motion 2 at the Clondalkin Area Committee meeting in October 2021, raising the height of the original wall at St. Josephs would result in an unnecessary and inappropriate change, it would result in the original built fabric being compromised with regard to its original form and without proper justification a material change and modern intervention is not warranted. The wall in question is not a perimeter wall that sits separate to the site but is part of the structural integrity. Increasing the height will not only compromise the architectural and structural integrity but will not prevent access to the site, thereby any such work cannot be considered appropriate or justified.
North Side photo
Plan PDF
South Side photo
West Side photo
A discussion followed with contribution from Councillors F. Timmons, E. Ó Broin and W. Carey. Mr. D. Fennell, Senior Executive Parks Superintendent responded to the members queries and the motion was AGREED. 

C/140/23 - M9 Item ID:78180 – World War 1 Memorial
Proposed by Councillor F. Timmons and Seconded by Councillor E. Ó Broin:
That this Area Committee calls on the Council to meet with Clondalkin Tidy Towns and Elected Councillors to discuss the started World War 1 memorial garden in Clondalkin park. We ask that report has a date and time for such a meeting also that the report explains what has been done in front of trees at the memorial.
The following report by the Chief Executive which had been circulated was READ:
The Public Realm Section can meet to discuss the existing works that have taken place at the WW1 site in Clondalkin Park.  Should the meeting require discussions on additional works a submission in writing regarding same is required beforehand.  It would not be possible to discuss future works in the absence of knowing what is proposed. 
In relation to any further works including a name stone or monument, this is a matter for the Naming and Infrastructure group, and this has been discussed previously.
The works that were completed in front of the trees was the planting of pollinator bulbs and wildflowers.  A meeting can be arranged in March subject to agreement on a suitable date for all parties.
A discussion followed with contribution from Councillors F. Timmons, E. Ó Broin and W. Carey. Mr. D. Fennell, Senior Executive Parks Superintendent responded to the members queries and the motion was AGREED. 
C/141/23 - M10 Item ID:78222 – Protected Trees in Clondalkin
In accordance with Standing Order No. 13, it was AGREED by the Cathaoirleach in consultation with the Members to vary the sequence of business and consider Motion 11 in tandem with this item as they were of a similar subject matter.
Proposed by Councillor T. Gilligan and Seconded by Councillor F. Timmons:
That this Area Committee outline a list of protected trees in the Clondalkin area.
The following report by the Chief Executive which had been circulated was READ:
There are four TPOs in the County as set out immediately hereunder:
	Tree Preservation Order
	Location

	Dublin County Council Tree Preservation Order (St Brigid’s Clondalkin) Order 1973
	St Brigid’s (now Newlands garden Centre), New Road, Clondalkin, Dublin 22.

	Dublin County Council Tree Preservation Order (Beaufort Downs, Rathfarnham) Order 1987
	Beaufort Downs, Rathfarnham, Dublin 14.

	Dublin County Council Tree Preservation Order (Quarryvale, Brooklawn) (Liffey Valley No.1) Order 1990
	Townland of Quarryvale and Brooklawn, Palmerstown, Dublin 20.

	South Dublin County Council Tree Preservation Order (Coolamber Site) Order 2015
	Newcastle Road, Lucan.


However; SDCC does not just depend on Tree Preservation Orders to preserve trees and hedgerows in the county.  There are also several policies within SDCC’s County Development Plan and Green Infrastructure Strategy in particular to preserve and retain trees and hedgerows across the county.  During the planning process for proposed developments, an arboriculture assessment is carried out.  This, as well as the development proposals, informs the trees and hedgerows that will be retained on any site.  Inserting a condition that trees and hedgerows be retained and protected within a development site confers a high degree of protection on those trees and hedgerows under the planning and development legislation. It is practice for the Public Realm Department to request a bond on the trees and hedgerows to be retained on development sites, which further protects the trees and hedgerows.  These bonds are typically released 3 years post completion of the development and require arborists report to confirm that the hedgerow has been protected and is in good condition and a post completion inspection by SDCC to confirm same.  It is generally also requested that the arborist is retained for the period of the development and requested that they confirm that protection measures are in place and conditions are being adhered to.  This approach is actively managed by the Public Realm Department of the Council.
C/142/23 - M11 Item ID:78364 – Protected Trees
Proposed by Councillor E. Ó Broin and Seconded by Councillor T. Gilligan:
That this Area Committee agrees that specimen trees in public parks should be preserved with Tree Preservation Orders and outlines a plan for a mapping of specimen trees in Corkagh Park.
The following report by the Chief Executive which had been circulated was READ:
Legislation for a Tree Preservation Order (TPO) is set out in Section 205 of the Planning and Development Act 2000 (as amended).
Section 205(1) of the Act states 'If it appears to the planning authority that it is expedient, in the interests of amenity or the environment, to make provision for the preservation of any tree, trees, group of trees or woodlands, it may, for that purpose and for stated reasons, make an order with respect to any such tree, trees, group of trees or woodlands as may be specified in the order.'
The trees within public parks are already being preserved by SDCC in line with the measures outlined in SDCC’s Tree Management Policy ‘Living with Trees; which was subject to public consultation and agreed by the council in 2022. This is the most expedient way of preserving and managing the trees within SDCC ownership. The recent works in the car park and depot area of Corkagh Park were subject to full public consultation and Part 8 planning permission. South Dublin County Council manage trees in public parks, open spaces and streets in accordance with SDCC’s Tree Management Strategy.
The Public Realm Section continually manage the trees and woodlands in Corkagh Park as the seasons evolve and the years pass.  There is a wide variety of tree habitats in existence within the park which includes specimen trees, mature woodlands, young woodland, hedgerow trees, tree avenues, tree groupings and an arboretum.
During routine tree management a visual survey conducted by staff identified several trees in the park that required arboriculture work.  To establish the full extent of work required an arborist was commissioned in 2021 to carry out a condition assessment of 119 individual trees.  The recommendations in the survey included a number of measures such as pruning, removal of dead/unstable growth, reduce crown size or remove the tree.  The works are required to minimise or help reduce potential hazards that are associated with these trees.  It is intended to carry out these works in the near future and Members will be advised of the works before they take place.
Further survey works of trees in the park, including specimen trees will be carried out once the recommendations of the existing tree survey have been addressed.  
A discussion followed with contribution from Councillors T. Gilligan, E. Ó Broin, F. Timmons and W. Carey. Mr. D. Fennell, Senior Executive Parks Superintendent responded to the members queries and the motions were AGREED. 
C/143/23 - M12 Item ID:78373 – Knockmitten Basketball Court
Proposed by Councillor K. Egan and Seconded by Councillor F. Timmons:
That this Area Committee agrees to ask the Council to upgrade the grounds of Knockmitten basketball court. The council has done a fine job on the Calisthenics bars in the park but the basketball court is an eyesore. The request to line out the three-point line and install some polyester netting instead of the chain net. 
The following report by the Chief Executive which had been circulated was READ:
The location where the basketball court is situated has been identified as the site for the Knockmitten all-weather pitch.  It would not be advisable to upgrade the court as this would incur unnecessary expenditure which would be undone with the development of the all-weather pitch.  In addition, the development of a basketball court at this location could potentially compromise the future development of the site.
The Community and the Public Realm Sections are currently discussing the funding of half ball basketball courts around the county.  The provision of these courts is subject to site suitability.  Knockmitten Park will be examined for suitability as part of the process.
A discussion followed with contribution from Councillors K. Egan, T. Gilligan and E. Ó Broin. Mr. D. Fennell, Senior Executive Parks Superintendent responded to the members queries and the motion was AGREED. 
Housing
C/144/23 - Q6 Item ID:78361 – SDCC Houses
Proposed by Councillor E. Ó Broin:
To ask the Chief Executive how many houses SDCC owns in the following estates that were built as social housing : Boot and Commons Road, St Killian's Park, Michael Collins, James Connolly, Dunawley, Lealand, Lindisfarne, Melrose, Deansrath, Kilmahuddrick, Oldchurch (all Clondalkin), Páirc Muire (Saggart), Forest Hills and Rath Lawns (Rathcoole)?
REPLY:
The numbers of houses owned by South Dublin County Council that were built as social housing are listed below by estate: 
	Estate
	No. of Council owned Properties

	Boot & Commons Road
	1

	Deansrath
	123

	Dunawley
	21

	Forest Hills
	2

	James Connolly Park
	5

	Kilmahuddrick
	184

	Lealand
	139

	Lindisfarne
	135

	Melrose
	108

	Michael Collins Park
	8

	Oldchurch
	83

	Park Mhuire
	4

	Rathlawns
	6

	St. Killian's Park
	3


C/145/23 - H7 Item ID:78303 – New Works
(No Business)
C/146/23 - C6 Item ID:78292 – Correspondence
(No Business)
Community
C/147/23 - H8 Item ID:78284 – Deputations for Noting
(No Business) 
C/148/23 - H9 Item ID:78299 – New Works
(No Business)
C/149/23 - C7 Item ID:78289 - Correspondence
(No Business)
C/150/23 - M13 Item ID:78381 – Anti Social Behaviour, Corkagh Park
Proposed by Councillor W. Carey and Seconded by Councillor F. Timmons:
That this Area Committee agrees that the Council Management should establish a group involving An Gardaí, Councillors and other relevant stakeholders to develop a plan to address the rising levels of drug dealing and anti social behaviour in Corkagh Park, similar to the successful approach that was previously taken with St Cuthberts Park.
The following report by the Chief Executive which had been circulated was READ:
The rising levels of drug dealing and anti-social behaviour in Corkagh Park was raised at the Clondalkin Local Policing Fora Public Meeting on the 15th February 2023.   It was noted at this meeting that An Garda Siochana are currently experiencing staffing issues due to promotions from the district and recent retirements which has a knock on effect on policing the area.  An  Garda Siochana are actively recruiting and new personnel will be assigned to the District when possible. 
A report of this meeting will be submitted to the Joint Policing Committee for review.  The next Joint Policing Committee Meeting is set to take place on the 28th April, 2023.
Under Section 36 of the Garda Síochána Act, 2005 (the Act), the purpose of a JPC is to provide a forum where a local authority and senior Gardaí responsible for policing in the area, along with Oireachtas members and community interests can consult, discuss and make recommendations on matters affecting the policing of the area. It is generally intended that the actions of each JPC will be resourced by the organisations represented on the committee.
Under the Act, the JPC is required to keep under review the levels and patterns of crime, disorder and anti-social behaviour in the area, including the patterns and levels of misuse of alcohol and drugs. It is also required to keep under review the factors underlying and contributing to the levels of crime, disorder and anti-social behaviour in the area.
The JPC is to advise the local authority and the Garda Síochána on how they might best perform their functions, having regard for the need to do everything feasible to improve the safety and quality of life, and to prevent crime, disorder and anti-social behaviour within the area.
Local Policing Fora can discuss and make recommendations to the JPC concerning crime and anti-social behaviour and those matters that impact on the ability of those living and working in the area to feel safe and to be safe.
This matter will be raised at the next JPC on the 28th April next for direct response from An Garda Siochana.
A discussion followed with contribution from Councillors W. Carey, E. Ó Broin, F. Timmons and T. Gilligan. Ms. M. Nugent, A/Administrative Officer responded to the members queries and the motion was AGREED. 
Transportation
C/151/23 - Q7 Item ID:78181 – Paid Parking
Proposed by Councillor F. Timmons:
To ask the Chief Executive for a report on paid parking that outlines each place there is paid parking in Clondalkin area and exactly where it starts and finishes?
REPLY:
The attached South Dublin County Council (Control of Parking) Bye Laws 2021 which was adopted by the members in May 2021, sets out in Appendix 3 the Parking Control Areas.  The maps of the areas are also included in the Bye Laws.
Q7 Control of Parking Bye Laws 2021

C/152/23 - Q8 Item ID:78265 – Rainbow Crossing in Clondalkin
Proposed by Councillor F. Timmons:
To ask the Chief Executive would he look at the condition of the Rainbow crossing in Clondalkin and look at why it’s fading and damaged?
REPLY:
An inspection has been carried out at the location. The fading of the colours is in line with what is considered normal wear and tear. The deterioration of the line-marking appears to be as a result of vandalism and has already been repaired once due to this reason. The Council is willing to repair a second and final time. Repairs will be added to the line marking contractors list for completion when resources allow.
C/153/23 - Q9 Item ID:78359 – Repair Work New Nangor Road
Proposed by Councillor E. Ó Broin:
To ask the Chief Executive for a timeline for the repair work that has been agreed to being carried out on the New Nangor Road in 2023 with a budget of almost half a million euro? Members Rep 1777273 refers
REPLY:
 Road Maintenance are programmed to commence resurfacing on the R134 New Nangor Road from Woodford Walk to Park West Avenue at the end of March. Once this contract is complete, a second contract will commence from Park West Avenue to the Naas Road.
These 2 contracts are the only surfacing works currently programmed for 2023 due to proposed gas main works along the Western side of the New Nangor Road. Once we have received confirmation of the alignment of the new gas route a decision will be taken on whether to proceed with the final phase of resurfacing in 2023 or defer to 2024.
C/154/23 - Q10 Item ID:78384 – Footpath Repairs
Proposed by Councillor W. Carey:
To ask the Chief Executive when footpath repairs will be completed in the pinewoods area of Greenpark and also the Rockfield Drive /Boot Rd area where contractors appear to have left both areas prematurely and incomplete?
REPLY:
Pinewoods footpaths are complete and only works remaining are topsoiling and seeding 
Rockfield Drive/Boot Rd works are due to re-commence at the end of this month,
C/155/23 - H10 Item ID:78285 – Proposed Declaration of Roads to be Public Road
(No Business)
C/156/23 - H11 Item ID:78308 – New Works
(No Business)
C/157/23 - H12 Item ID:78379 – SDCC Cycling Infrastructure Study
The following report was presented by Mr. G. Walsh, Senior Engineer:
H-I 12 Cycle Presentation
A discussion followed with contribution from councillors L. Donaghy, E. Ó Broin and W. Carey. Mr. G. Walsh, Senior Engineer responded to the members queries and the report was NOTED. 
C/158/23 - C8 Item ID:78297 - Correspondence
(No Business)
C/157/23 - M14 Item ID:78388 – Pedestrian Crossing Boot Road
Proposed by Councillor W. Carey and Seconded by Councillor F. Timmons:
Cathaoirleach's Business
That this Area Committee calls on Council to provide a signal pedestrian crossing at the top of the Boot Road.
M14 Boot Road Crossing location

The following report by the Chief Executive which had been circulated was READ:
The Traffic section will look to design a controlled crossing at the location in the attached picture. This may mean some road narrowing or central reservation work to ensure that approach speeds are curtailed in order to facilitate a safe controlled pedestrian crossing at this point. 
It is likely that we can deliver this crossing and speed reduction works in 2023.
A discussion followed with contribution from Councillors W. Carey, E. Ó Broin and L. Donaghy. Mr. J. Hegarty, Senior Engineer responded to the members queries and the motion was AGREED. 
C/158/23 - M15 Item ID:78146 – Lighting at Knockmeenagh Lane
Proposed by Councillor T. Gilligan, Seconded by Councillor F. Timmons and unanimously AGREED without debate to accept the Chief Executive’s report.
That this Area Committee install lighting at knockmeenagh lane / bus stop no 7782, there have been several attacks here and there is no lighting
The following report by the Chief Executive which had been circulated was READ:
There is an existing PL pole No. 9 opposite this bus stop 7782 on Monastery Road. We have instructed our contractor to upgrade the pole with a new outreach bracket and LED fitting in order to increase the lighting levels at this location. 
C/159/23 - M16 Item ID:78184 – Footpath Road and Kerb Repairs
Proposed by Councillor T. Gilligan, Seconded by Councillor F. Timmons and unanimously AGREED without debate to accept the Chief Executive’s report. 
That this Area Committee agree to fix the footpaths, road, kerbing, etc in st brigids estate Clondalkin
The following report by the Chief Executive which had been circulated was READ:
This estate will be added to the list for consideration for the 2024 RWP
Planning
C/160/23 - Q11 Item ID:78182 – Tree Protection Order
Proposed by Councillor F. Timmons:
To ask the Chief Executive would he ask SDCC Planning Department to put a tree protection order on this mature evergreen on Tower Rd? ( Details supplied on request)
REPLY:
Section 205 is the relevant provision of the Planning and Development Act (as amended) for a TPO. The following extracts are considered relevant in the context of the question:
Section 205.—(1) If it appears to the planning authority that it is expedient, in the interests of amenity or the environment, to make provision for the preservation of any tree, trees, group of trees or woodlands, it may, for that purpose and for stated reasons, make an order with respect to any such tree, trees, group of trees or woodlands as may be specified in the order.
(2) Without prejudice to the generality of subsection (1), an order under this section may—
( a) prohibit (subject to any conditions or exemptions for which provision may be made by the order) the cutting down, topping, lopping or wilful destruction of trees, and
( b) require the owner and occupier of the land affected by the order to enter into an agreement with the planning authority to ensure the proper management of any trees, group of trees or woodlands (including the replanting of trees), subject to the planning authority providing assistance, including financial assistance, towards such management as may be agreed.
Section 205(10) outlines that the any person who contravenes an order shall be guilty of an offence.
Section 205 (11) outlines some of the limitations of a TPO, namely that no such order shall apply to the cutting down, topping or lopping of trees which are dying or dead or have become dangerous, or the cutting down, topping or lopping of any trees in compliance with any obligation imposed by or under any enactment or so far as may be necessary for the prevention or abatement of a nuisance or hazard.
The South Dublin County Development Plan 2022 – 2028 and the Living with Trees SDCC Tree Management Policy 2021 - 2026 both state and emphasis the value of trees.
The Living with Trees SDCC Tree Management Policy 2021 -2026 states that trees contribute greatly to visual amenity by creating a setting for buildings and softening and greening streetscapes in built-up areas and by adding significant visual interest in more rural areas. Hedgerows often mark historic field patterns and townland boundaries and significantly enhance the landscape character of rural areas. Trees and hedgerows also perform a vital role as wildlife habitats, biodiversity corridors and essential green elements in the County’s green infrastructure network. They have a further crucial role in carbon sequestration (capturing and storing carbon), contributing to the alleviation of climate change.
Additionally, the Development Plan states that trees and landscaping are important for climate amelioration and maintaining a healthy environment. Wooded areas have a carbon absorption rate that is approximately three times that of areas covered in grassland. Trees absorb carbon as they grow, and woods and forests provide long-term carbon reduction benefits. Planting in urban areas, at the source of many atmospheric pollutants, can filter out those pollutants, reduce water run-off, improve water quality, reduce noise and provide shading to help reduce urban heat island effects. The planting of trees is one of the most cost-effective methods of carbon capture and storage. Trees and the retention of mature trees can be an asset to a new development.
Further to the value of trees being comprehensively integrated into the Living with Trees and the Development Plan 2022 -2028, the Corporate Plan and the Climate Action Plan have objectives and actions in relation to protection of trees.
Section 205 of the Act states that ‘If it appears to the planning authority that it is expedient, in the interests of amenity or the environment, to make provision for the preservation of any tree, trees, group of trees or woodlands, it may, for that purpose and for stated reasons, make an order with respect to any such tree, trees, group of trees or woodlands as may be specified in the order.’
The term expedient is not defined in the Planning and Development Act 2000 (as amended). The Planning Authority considers that practical and necessary is a reasonable interpretation of the term expedient.
The management and protection of trees on potential development sites and on Council owned lands is strongly outlined in the recently prepared County Development Plan and the Living with Tree SDCC Tree Management Policy 2021 -2026. The protection of all existing trees in the County on potential development sites is carried out through the assessment of planning proposals (planning applications, Part 10s and Part 8s). Protection and management of all existing trees on Council lands in the public realm will be carried in accordance with the Living with Trees SDCC Tree Management Policy 2021 -2026.
The Planning Authority has concerns in relation to commencing statutory Tree Preservation Orders at this time and the potential diluting and undermining of the value/ strength of the policies, objectives and actions in the new Living with Trees (2021) and County Development Plan (2022) policies.
In conclusion, given the recency of the Living with Trees, Corporate Plan, Climate Action Plan and the Development Plan, the Planning Authority considers that the proposed TPO is not necessary or practical at this time and concludes that the proposed TPOs are not expedient in the context of Section 205 of the Planning and Development Act 2000 (as amended).
In addition, it is considered that, whilst the value of the trees in the proposed TPO is acknowledged, reasons for the initiation of TPOs on this site are not apparent. It is noted that Section 205 requires stated reasons for the purpose of a TPO.
C/161/23 - Q12 Item ID:78261 – Dolcan House
Proposed by Councillor F. Timmons:
To ask the Chief Executive would he ask the Director of Land use and planning to comment on Dolcan house and the issue of Fire safety, and to comment on the future use of this building and planning requirements for same, and if its to be used for housing refugees/asylum seekers that SDCC ensure it meets full fire safety requirements?
REPLY:
Q12 Dolcan House
C/162/23 Q13 Item ID:78358 – Lands at Boherboy
Proposed by Councillor E. Ó Broin:
To ask the Chief Executive for an update on the planning enforcement case that applies to lands at Boherboy in Saggart and is referred to in Question 18 of the September 2022 Clondalkin ACM?
REPLY:
The matter has been before the Circuit Court and the Circuit Court Orders made are the subject of an Appeal to the High Court. It would be inappropriate to provide any further update.
C/163/23 - H13 Item ID:78306 – New Works
(No Business)
C/164/23 - C9 Item ID:78295 - Correspondence
(No Business)
Economic Development
C/165/23 - H14 Item ID:78301 – New Works
(No Business)
C/166/23 - C10 Item ID:78291 - Correspondence
(No Business)
Libraries & Arts
C/167/23 - Q14 Item ID:78205 – Mobile Library
Proposed by Councillor W. Carey:
To ask the Chief Executive if there is a regular schedule for the mobile library and if St Johns Drive, Greenpark and Cherrywood crescent are still locations for the service.
REPLY:
There is a regular schedule for the mobile library, the timetable for March 2023 is attached. St. John's Drive and Cherrywood Crescent are no longer locations for the service. The regular weekly stops in Clondalkin are at Melrose Green and Kilcarberry Grange, both on a Monday evening. We continuously monitor public engagement at all of our mobile library stops so that we can respond to demand and keep abreast of demographic change. 
As well as the public stops, the mobile library service has a full programme of school visits, and also provides monthly home deliveries to 107 people across the county through the Library @ Home service. 
Q14 Mobile Library Timetable

C/168/23 - H15 Item ID:78286 – Application for Arts Grants
(No Business)
C/169/23 - H18 Item ID:78405 – Public Art Report
In accordance with Standing Order No. 13, it was AGREED by the Cathaoirleach in consultation with the Members to vary the sequence of business and take Headed Item 18 before Headed Item 16:
The following report was presented by Ms. M. Butler, Assistant Arts Officer:
H-I 18 Clondalkin Sculpture Commission
A discussion followed with contribution from Councillors W. Carey, F. Timmons and E. Ó Broin. Ms. M. Butler, Assistant Arts Officer responded to the members queries and the report was NOTED. 
C/170/23 - H16 Item ID:78287 – Library News & Events
The following report was presented by Ms. E. Perry, Executive Librarian:
H-I 16 Libraries Event Stats
H-I 16 Libraries Report
A discussion followed with contribution from Councillors F. Timmons, E. Ó Broin and W. Carey. Ms. E. Perry, Executive Librarian and Ms. S. Coleman, Senior Executive Librarian responded to the members queries and the report was NOTED. 
C/171/23 - H17 Item ID:78304 – New Works
(No Business)
C/172/23 - C11 Item ID:78293 - Correspondence
(No Business)
C/173/23 - M17 Item ID:78264 – World War 1 
Proposed by Councillor F. Timmons and Seconded by Councillor E. Ó Broin:
That this Area Committee asks SDCC libraries to host a talk by Pat O Sullivan on the men who died in World War 1 from Clondalkin and host a display of research information done on these men in conjunction with Clondalkin Tidy Towns.
The following report by the Chief Executive which had been circulated was READ:
South Dublin Libraries are happy to engage with Clondalkin Tidy Towns on hosting this event and display in Clondalkin Library. To progress this, the organisers should get in touch with Emma Perry, Executive Librarian, Clondalkin Library. 
A discussion followed with contribution from Councillors F. Timmons and W. Carey. Ms. E. Perry, Executive Librarian responded to the members queries and the motion was AGREED.

The meeting concluded at 17:25 PM
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