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HEADED ITEM No.7
Schools Traffic Management Issues – TALLAGHT ACM Area
Background

The 2004 Road Traffic Act enables the Local authority to specify speed limits for various roads in the County. To-date the Council has carried out an overall review of speed limits and by adopting the appropriate Bye-Law introduced the current speed limits. The above Act also enables the Local Authority to introduce a 30 kph limit in certain locations, namely schools. In association with this, at the March 2006 Area Committee Meeting it was agreed to prioritise 2 schools in each electoral area for use as initial schemes under the Schools Survey heading. The schools for the Tallaght area are as follows:

(a) Firhouse/Ballycragh

· Ballycragh (Holy Rosary National School)

· Firhouse Community College

(b)Knockmore

· Cnoc Mhurie Junior School

· Cnoc Mhurie Senior School

· Scoil Chaitlin Maude Gaelscoil

(c) Each of the above has now been surveyed and assessed separately.

General

In recent years the Council has provided a range of traffic regulatory measures at various school locations. These include yellow lines, zig-zag lines, school ahead and children crossing signs. In general there is a school warden service at the majority of national and some secondary schools. Any further measures identified will complement the existing position.

Firhouse/Ballycragh
(1) Location:        

The linked documents identify the location of the two number schools. 

(2)Survey Details: 

(a) The results of the survey for each school are shown on traffic management data sheets (see links)  photos of problems associated with traffic congestion at school drop off/pick up times are also enclosed.

linkfirhousecommunityschool
linkballycrath
  

The speed of motorists was not an issue. However further regulatory requirements were identified as detailed hereunder.

(3)Problems Identified 

· Very heavy traffic volumes along Killininny Road and Parklands Road area 
· Difficulty being experienced by large numbers of children crossing from Parklands to access Firhouse Community College 
· Major congestion on Firhouse Road at drop off time, pupils crossing between slow moving/stopped vehicles-in fact anywhere except with the school warden near the school entrance 
· Footpath on north side of Firhouse Road substandard width and many students walking on the road 
Preliminary Consultation.

Representations have been made on behalf of the Firhouse and Bohernabreena Community Services Network. They identified the following matters as cause of concern

· Lack of pedestrian crossing facilities/school warden 
· HGV parking obscuring sight lines on Parklands Road opposite the shopping centre 
· Lack of warning signs 
· Speed of traffic in the vicinity of the schools 
(4) Draft Recommendations 

· The installation of pedestrian signals on Killininny Road at the junction of Parklands Road 
· Vehicular entrance/exit restricted to cars only at Holy Rosary School 
· The installation of warning signage on Killininny Road 
· The installation of double yellow lines on Parklands Road in the vicinity of the Shopping Centre. 
· Investigate the need for a school warden to facility children crossing between Holy Rosary N.S. and Ballycragh Park. 
· Consultation with Road Design Section re: Firhouse Road upgrade in the vicinity of Firhouse Community College in relation to road safety. 
Knockmore

The linked documents identifies the location of the schools.

Survey Details.

The results of the survey are shown on traffic management data sheets (see links) and photographs which are included with this report.

linkcnocmhuire
This area has had the benefit of traffic calming so the speed of motorists was not an issue. However further regulatory requirements were identified as detailed hereunder.
Problems identified.

· Major congestion particularly at morning time 

· Delivery trucks stopping at school warden crossing point in the morning 
· Wide entrance-parents parking on paved area in front of school 
· Lack of warning signs 
Preliminary Consultation.

A meeting took place with the schools principals some time ago who identified the following issues

· Delivery trucks using the school entrance for reversing/turning manoeuvres 
· A need for warning signage 
· A need for parking restriction opposite the school – extension of existing double yellow lines and school keep clear markings. 
Draft Recommendations.

· Width reduction of the vehicular entrance 
· Extension of the existing pedestrian barrier in the front of the school 
· The installation of large school signs on each approach 
· School keep clear markings on the road opposite the school entrance 
· The introduction of a school warden zone (details to be finalised) 
 Implementation 

(a) Constraints

· Schools close for summer holidays at the end of June 2006 
· Further consultation required with School Principals, Boards of Management, etc. 
(b) Required

· Further Consultation 
· Garda Approval 
