COMHAIRLE CHONTAE ÁTHA CLIATH THEAS
SOUTH DUBLIN COUNTY COUNCIL


MEETING OF TALLAGHT AREA COMMITTEE 2

Monday, May 22nd 2006

QUESTION NO. 30
QUESTION: Councillor J. Neville

"To ask the Manager to confirm that the pedestrian bridge approved under Planning Application SD03A/0633 will be constructed and accessible prior to the demolition of the existing pedestrian bridge at that location and will the Manager please note the widespread concerns felt by pedestrians using the existing bridge and will the Manager make a statement on the issues raised within this question?"

REPLY:
Reg. Ref:  SD03A/0633 refers.
Following an appeal to An Bord Pleannala by the applicants, Stephen Murphy & Tom Murphy, 

and third parties, permission was granted on 15/11/2004 for a proposed development involving;
(1) The construction of three blocks, consisting of retail units at ground floor to the Tallaght Road and New Greenhills Road with apartments above. Block 1 is two storeys over retail with a set back penthouse storey to the Tallaght Rd. Block 2 and Block 3 are five storeys with a set back penthouse storey to the Tallaght Bypass, all over a 7,977sq. m 280 space basement car park, divided for residential and commercial use parking, with storage and delivery areas. 
(2) Block 1 consists of 6 no. retail units providing a total retail area of 1,480sq. m. with 5 no. surface level car spaces and associated retail signage of 135sq. m. Unit 5 will have a 399sq.m. car display area at basement level fronting onto the Tallaght Bypass. Block 1 allows emergency vehicle access and a crèche set down parking area providing 8 no. parking spaces off the Tallaght Rd. Block 1 also includes a 260sq.m. crèche with play area and 21 no. 1 bedroom, 49 no.2 bedroom and 7 no. 3 bedroom apartments. 
(3) Block two consists of 309sq. m. restaurant at ground floor and 33 no.1 bedroom and 29 no. 2 bedroom apartments. 
(4) Block 3 consists of 37 no.1 bedroom and 34 no. 2 bedroom apartments. Total number of apartments 210, 15% of which shall be put forward as social/affordable housing. 
(5) The construction of internal circular landscape courtyard within the enclosed area of the Blocks and a landscape boulevard to the Tallaght Bypass and New Greenhills Road. 
(6) Provision of a new children's playhall of 82sq. m. at ground level between blocks 1 and 2. (7) Vehicular access to the basement carpark off the Tallaght Road. 
(8) A ground level ESB Substation, site and ancillary and landscaping works. 
(9) The applicant now includes for the replacement of the existing pedestrian Bridge linking the site across the N81 to the residential area to the South. Total site area c.1 Hectare.

The replacement of the existing pedestrian bridge is therefore a requirement of the grant of permission in this case.

On January 13th 2006, the applicant submitted an application for compliance with An Bord Pleannala decision Ref: PL 06S.206768, Condition No. 2, which was as follows;
Prior to commencement of development, the developer shall agree in writing with the

planning authority, precise details relating to the replacement of the N81 pedestrian

bridge insofar as it relates to the southern side of the carriageway.  These details shall

include proposals for provision of C.C.T.V. monitoring equipment and transmission

system to be installed on the bridge at the developer’s expense together with any

necessary detailed redesign of the southern portion of the bridge to counter incidents of

anti-social behaviour in this area.

In their submission the applicant has undertaken to ensure that a CCTV mast monitoring and

transmission system will be incorporated into the bridge construction works.

The developer has also submitted details of the design of the bridge to the Council and these

have been deemed to be unacceptable. Amended designs were to be submitted to the Council

on or before May 12th and as of yet have not been received. This matter is being pursued.
Condition No 3. of the decision of An Bord Pleannala stated the following;
Prior to commencement of development, the developer shall receive the written agreement of

the planning authority to a detailed phasing programme for the development with particular

reference to the replacement of the N81 pedestrian bridge.

These details have not been received but the construction of the new bridge is likely to involve the temporary closure of the existing bridge. However the details of this matter have yet to be fully agreed. 
In order to expedite this issue and ensure that the developer complies with condition no 3., enforcement proceedings are being initiated.
