COMHAIRLE CONTAE ÁTHA CLIATH THEAS
SOUTH DUBLIN COUNTY COUNCIL
Minutes of South Dublin County Council Hybrid Meeting dated 14th June 2022 0f Rathfarnham, Templeogue, Firhouse, Bohernabreena, Area Committee Meeting held virtually on Tuesday 14th June 2022 through Microsoft 365 Teams and In person in Council Chamber

Prior to the commencement of business and notwithstanding that Councillor Alan Edge (Area Chair 2021/2022) was in attendance remotely, it was unanimously agreed by the members present that Councillor Emma Murphy would chair the meeting from the council chamber.


PRESENT
Cllr. Yvonne Collins
Cllr. Alan Edge
Cllr. Pamela Kearns
Cllr. David McManus
Cllr. Carly Bailey
Cllr Emma Murphy
Cllr. Lynn McCrave
Cllr. Lyn Hagin Meade
Cllr. Brian Lawlor
]

OFFICIALS PRESENT
Senior Executive Officer	Mary Maguire 
Senior Engineer				Leo Magee, Gary Walsh
Executive Engineer			Ronan Carroll, Joe Kelly, 
Grainne Mowlds
Senior Executive Librarian			Laura Joyce
Administrative Officer	Susan Sinclair, Sheila Kelly 
Staff Officer				Aoife Brennan, 
Clerical Officer				Vikki Cryan, Ciara Brennan



Apologies were received from Cllr. Deirdre O’Donovan



RTFB/245/22 H1 Item ID:75563
Confirmation and Re-affirmation of Minutes of Meeting of 10th May 2022
Minutes of South Dublin County Council Rathfarnham/Templeogue/Firhouse/Bohernabreena Area Committee dealing with Housing, Community, Transportation, Planning, Economic Development, Libraries, Corporate, Performance & Change Management, Public Realm, Environment, Water & Drainage held on 10th May 2022 which have been circulated, were submitted, and APPROVED as true record and signed.
It was proposed by Councillor Emma Murphy, seconded by Councillor Pamela Kearns, and RESOLVED “That the recommendations contained in the minutes of 10th May 2022 be ADOPTED and APPROVED.”


H1 Minutes

Questions - RTFB/246/22
It was proposed by Councillor Yvonne Collins, seconded by Councillor Alan Edge, and RESOLVED “That pursuant to Standing Order No. 13 that Questions 1 - 4 be ADOPTED and APPROVED. 


Planning
RTFB/247/22 C1 Item ID:75571 – Correspondence 
Correspondence (No Business)
RTFB/248/22 H2 Item ID:75584 – New Works 
New Works (No Business)
Transportation
RTFB/249/22 Q1 Item ID:75103
Proposed by Councillor David McManus
To ask the Chief Executive for an update on the Knocklyon Road re-allignment and if a statement is available?
 
REPLY:
There are currently no plans to proceed with the realignment of the Knocklyon Road as funding has not been identified to carry out the works.
The scheme is a long-term objective on the current County Development Plan and is a proposed long-term objective on the new draft County Development plan 2022 - 2028 which is currently in the final stages of preparation. The scheme is not listed on the current 3-year Capital Programme.
RTFB/250/22 C2 Item ID:75573 – Correspondence 
Correspondence (No Business)
RTFB/251/22 H3 Item ID:75586 - Dodder Greenway Phase 4 update
The following report was presented by Ronan Carroll, Executive Engineer

H3 (i) Dodder Greenway Phase 4 Update
H3 (ii) Dodder Greenway Phase 4 Update
H3 Dodder Greenway phase 4 update (iii)

Following contributions from councillors Alan Edge, Yvonne Collins, Lynn McCrave, Emma Murphy, Carly Bailey and Pamela Kearns, Ronan Carroll, Executive Engineer Responded to queries raised and the report was NOTED. 

RTFB/252/22 H4 Item ID:75588
Proposed Declaration of Roads to be Public Roads - No Business

RTFB/253/22 H5 Item ID:75622 - Limekiln and Whitehall Road West Cycle Route
The following report was presented by Joe Kelly, Executive Engineer

H5 Limekiln and Whitehall Road West Cycle Scheme
H5 Limekiln and Whitehall Road West Cycle Scheme Drawing
H5 Limekiln and Whitehall Road West Cycle Scheme Drawing
H5 Limekiln and Whitehall Road West Cycle Scheme Drawing

Following contributions from councillors Pamela Kearns, Carly Bailey, Yvonne Collins, and Lynn McCrave, Joe Kelly, Executive Engineer Responded to queries raised and the report was NOTED. 

RTFB/254/22 H6 Item ID:75669 - LED Upgrade Report
The following report was presented by Grainne Mowlds, Executive Engineer
H6 LED Upgrade report
Following contributions from councillors Carly Bailey, Yvonne Collins, Emma Murphy, Alan Edge and Pamela Kearns, Grainne Mowlds, Executive Engineer Responded to queries raised and the report was NOTED. 


RTFB/255/22 M1 Item ID:74825
Proposed by Councillor David McManus and Seconded by Cllr. Emma Murphy 
That this area committee requests the Chief Executive to consider the appointment of a school traffic warden to assist in the management of traffic and parents with children, for Divine Word N.S. in the Hermitage estate, Grange Road Rathfarnham?
 
REPORT:
An assessment process is required to determine need for assisted school crossings, with a priority rating 1-4.
The School Warden Service will be subject to a review during Q2 2022, and as part of that review counts will be undertaken at each of the existing 95 School Crossing locations to identify the number of primary school children using the crossing. In addition, several counts will be undertaken at Primary Schools that have recently requested an assessment to be made on their request for a School Crossing. 
The Road Safety Officer has not received correspondence directly from the Divine Word N.S. regarding possible appointment of a School Warden. However, if the precise location deemed to warrant a School Crossing is provided this can be included in the assessment referred to above.
Cllr. David McManus was happy with the managers reply and the report was NOTED.

RTFB/256/22 M2 Item ID:75441
Proposed by Councillor Emma Murphy and Seconded by Cllr. Yvonne Collins 
That the Council urgently invest in footpath repair along Ballyboden Road (both sides) from the junction at Ballyroan Road to the junction at Taylor's Lane. There have been a number of serious injuries due to the trip hazards along this stretch of road over the past number of months.
 
 
REPORT:
This stretch of footpath will be added to the list of locations for consideration for the 2023 road works programme.
With regards to the falls that are referred to, if specific locations for these can be provided, we can assess now and carry out localised repairs if deemed necessary
Following contributions from councillors Emma Murphy and Yvonne Collins, Gary Walsh, Senior Engineer Responded to queries raised and the report was NOTED. 

RTFB/257/22 M3 Item ID:75503
Proposed by Councillor Yvonne Collins and Seconded by Councillor Emma Murphy 
Given the recent incidences of trip and fall accidents causing serious injury, that this Council undertakes an audit of the footpaths in the Rathfarnham Templeogue LEA with a view to identifying those footpaths in need of repair and arranges to carry out needed repairs as a matter of urgency
 
REPORT:
Road maintenance would not have the resources to carry out such an audit. However, we will engage with IPB who deal with claims and see if they have a map that shows the locations of reported falls as this will allow us to target high frequency areas.
With regards to the falls that are referred to, if specific locations for these can be provided, we can assess now and carry out localised repairs if deemed necessary
Following contributions from councillors Yvonne Collins, Pamela Kearns, Carly Bailey, Lyn Hagin Meade, Lynn McCrave, Emma Murphy, and Alan Edge, Gary Walsh, Senior Engineer, responded to queries raised and the report was NOTED. 

Libraries & Arts

RTFB/258/22 C3 Item ID:75569 – Correspondence 
Correspondence (No Business)

RTFB/259/22 H7 Item ID:75582 – New Works 
NEW WORKS (No Business)

RTFB/260/22 H8 Item ID:75562
Application for Arts Grants - No Business

RTFB/261/22 H9 Item ID:75576 - Library News & Events
The following report was presented by Laura Joyce, Senior Executive Librarian

H9 (i) Library Events
H9 (ii) Library Statistics

Following contributions from councillors Alan Edge, Carly Bailey, Lyn Hagin Meade, Pamela Kearns, and Yvonne Collins, this report was NOTED.

Economic Development
RTFB/262/22 C4 Item ID:75567 – Correspondence 
Correspondence (No Business)
RTFB/263/22 H10 Item ID:75579 – New Works 
New Works (No Business)

Performance & Change Management
RTFB/264/22 C5 Item ID:75570 – Correspondence 
Correspondence (No Business)
RTFB/265/22 H11 Item ID:75583 – New Works 
New Works (No Business)

Corporate Support
RTFB/266/22 C6 Item ID:75566 – Correspondence 
Correspondence (No Business)
RTFB/267/22 H12 Item ID:75578 – New Works 
New Works (No Business)

Environment
RTFB/268/22 C7 Item ID:75564 – Correspondence 
Correspondence (No Business)
RTFB/269/22 H13 Item ID:75580 – New Works 
New Works (No Business)

Water & Drainage
RTFB/270/22 C8 Item ID:75574 – Correspondence 
Correspondence (No Business)
RTFB/271/22 H14 Item ID:75587 – New Works 
New Works (No Business)
Public Realm
RTFB/272/22 Q2 Item ID:75544
Proposed by Councillor Lyn Hagin Meade
To ask if there are areas of SDCC owned fruiting hedgerow (e.g., blackberries, rosehips, elderflower) that are not sprayed and are suitable for picking/human consumption. If so, is there a map available to the general public to locate these areas?
 
REPLY:
Hedgerows in park locations such as Tymon Park, Kiltipper Park and Dodder Valley Park as well as other locations around the county are cut every two or three years approximately and this encourages biodiverstiy in the hedgerows which includes the growth of brambles and berries.  No spraying takes place in these parks so the fruit to be found in these hedgerows is suitable for picking and eating.  Hedgerows in the rural parts of the county where they bound private land are not owned or maintained by the Council, it is therefore not possible to confirm if they have been sprayed by the landowners.
RTFB/273/22 Q3 Item ID:75244
Proposed by Councillor David McManus
To ask the Chief Executive if private or residents beehives may be supported within council parks or other such public spaces to support our Council's Pollinator Plan and to bring greater public awareness, and if a statement is available?
 
REPLY:
The Council has provided one site for an apiary which is in Mill Lane in Palmerstown.  The site had to be changed and relocated away from the Mill Lane allotments as allotment holders were being stung regularly by the bees.  The site in question at Mill Lane is quite remote and this reduces the health and safety concerns regarding members of the public being stung.  Other suitable sites in the county's parks would not seem to be readily available for this use.  
The main actions being taken by the Council in support of pollinators is the reduced grass mowing regime which is being implemented in public parks with 151 hectares of grassland being managed in this way.  There is some discussion taking place at the present time regarding the provision of beehives as it is felt by many experts that while this supports and helps the honeybee to thrive that this is sometimes to the detriment of other bee types. 
RTFB/274/22 C9 Item ID:75572 – Correspondence 
Correspondence (No Business)
RTFB/275/22 H15 Item ID:75585 – New Works 
New Works (No Business)

RTFB/276/22 M4 Item ID:75394
Proposed by Councillor Alan Edge and Seconded by Councillor Emma Murphy 
That management commit to resurfacing and generally tidying up the tennis courts and basketball court in Dodder Valley Park, repairing nets and replacing / fixing the basketball hoop.
 
REPORT:
A major upgrade of the tennis and basketball courts at Dodder Valley Park is due to commence in the coming weeks.  This will include the overlaying of the playing surfaces, new court lining, new posts and nets on the tennis courts and new frames and hoops on the basketball court.  These works are included in the public realm improvement works programme for this year, additional funding has been obtained through an application for sports capital funding which will enable all 6 courts to be included in the upgrade works.
Councillor Alan Edge was happy with the managers reply and the report was NOTED.
RTFB/277/22 M5 Item ID:75504
Proposed by Councillor Yvonne Collins and Seconded by Councillor Emma Murphy 
That this Council arranges to prune the sycamore trees in Brookvale Estate which have become overgrown and further, undertakes to examine the roots of the trees in the estate which are causing damage to adjoining properties and carry out any works necessary to alleviate any existing damage and prevent any damage in the future.
 
REPORT:
Brookvale Estate is included on the current three-year tree maintenance programme for the period 2022 to '24.  The work in this estate has been provisionally scheduled to take place during 2023.  A survey of the trees within the estate will be carried out prior to works commencing and this survey will examine the issue of tree roots and damage to surrounding property as suggested here.
This motion was taken in conjunction with Motion 7
RTFB/279/22 M7 Item ID:75541
Proposed by Councillor Yvonne Collins and Seconded by Councillor Emma Murphy 
That this Council arranges to properly prune and maintain the trees on Dodder Park Road given the importance of the trees to the area. Please see photos attached
 
REPORT:
Tree maintenance works were carried out by the Council on the trees on Dodder Park Road in 2020.  Subsequently the ESB arranged for pruning works to be carried out on these same trees where they are in close proximity to overhead power lines, and it is the pruning carried out by the ESB contractors that is at issue here.  The Council's Public Realm Section has raised issues of a similar nature with the ESB in the past and contact has been made with them in relation to this location to request that they address the issues that have arisen as a result of the work carried out by their contractor.  The Council will continue to pursue a resolution to this matter with the ESB to ensure that trees maintain an acceptable shape when pruned by their contractors.
Photo Dodder Park Road tree pruning 1
Photo Dodder Park Road tree pruning 2
Photo Dodder Park Road tree pruning 3
Photo Dodder Park Road tree pruning 4

Following contributions from councillors Yvonne Collins, and Pamela Kearns, Leo Magee, Senior Engineer, responded to queries raised and the report was NOTED. 
RTFB/278/22 M6 Item ID:75557
Proposed by Councillor Alan Edge and Seconded by Councillor Emma Murphy 
That a cleaning schedule be put in place for the laneways in Knocklyon.
 
REPORT:
There is currently no regular cleaning schedule in place for laneways in the Knocklyon area, these laneways are in general in good condition and are not considered to be in need of a regular cleaning service.  Reports of illegal dumping on these laneways are responded to when received however this is not a regular occurrence.  The condition of these laneways will be monitored closely over a period of time to determine if current arrangements are adequate in the area.  Any specific areas which require cleaning will be attended to accordingly.
Following contributions from councillor Alan Edge, Leo Magee, Senior Engineer, responded to queries raised and the report was NOTED. 

Community
RTFB/280/22 C10 Item ID:75565 – Correspondence 
Correspondence (No Business)
RTFB/281/22 H16 Item ID:75577 – New Works 
New Works (No Business)
RTFB/282/22 H17 Item ID:75575
Deputations for Noting - No Business

Housing
RTFB/283/22 Q4 Item ID:75392
Proposed by Councillor David McManus
To ask the Chief Executive to provide a statement on renovation works of a vacant council property at (Address Provided), Whitechurch - to state how long this property has been vacant, what works are taking place and when this property should be available for social housing? A photo of the property is attached.
 
REPLY:
The property identified was surrendered on 24th March 2022.  A work schedule has been completed for the property which includes general repairs to the kitchen and bathroom, replacement of windows and doors, and full re-decorate of the property.  The Contractor has submitted a quotation for the works based on an agreed schedule of rates which is currently being finalised.  Once the assessment is complete, a task order for the contractor will be issued with confirmation of completion date.  It is expected the property will be ready for relet mid July. 
Q4 Whitechurch (Address Provided) Photo

RTFB/284/22 C11 Item ID:75568 – Correspondence 
Correspondence (No Business)
RTFB/285/22 H18 Item ID:75581 – New Works 
New Works (No Business)

The meeting concluded at 16:30pm.
Siniú _______________              Dáta ________________
An Cathaoirleach  

