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MEETING OF SOUTH DUBLIN COUNTY COUNCIL 

MONDAY 8th May  2006

HEADED ITEM NO. 3(a)

Minutes of the Environment Strategic Policy Committee

Held on 1st February 2006
Present:-

Elected Members:
Cllr. T. McDermott




Cllr. C. King




Cllr. S. Laing




Cllr. E. Maloney




Cllr. G. O’Connell




Cllr. E. Walsh

Sectoral Interests:
Ms C. Kiernan




Mr B. Buckley




Professor V. Rice

Council Officials:
Ms M Pyne, Director of Services.




Mr D. Finch, Senior Engineer




Mr M. Coleman, Senior Executive Officer




Ms M. Ni Dhomhnaill, Environmental Awareness Officer




Mr P. Fleming, Administrative Officer




Ms B. Cox, A/Assistant Staff Officer

Apologies:

Cllr. M. Corr

The Chairperson, Cllr. T. McDermott presided.

ENV/SPC/01/06
Adoption of Minutes
The minutes of the meeting of 9th November 2005 were proposed by Cllr T McDermott, seconded by Cllr C. King and ADOPTED.
ENV/SPC/02/06
Report on Junk Collection 

The following report was presented to the meeting.

“A comprehensive report was presented to the Strategic Policy Committee meeting held on 9th November 2005 regarding junk collection in South Dublin County.  The report provided detailed information on the service provided by the Council, the cost implications in recent years resulting from increased population size and increased generation of waste and outlined key issues for attention.

Following discussion, it was agreed to provide a further report to the Committee.  The policy issues to be considered are:

1.
Timing of the Junk Collection Service

It has been suggested that the timing of the service, which heretofore took place from September to November/December, has contributed to problems of dumping and bonfires at Halloween.  Consideration is underway, regarding the possibility of timing the collections earlier in the year.  On a transitional basis in 2006, the service may take place from June/July to September, with a longer term objective from 2007, of carrying out the service from April to June or July.  In relation to the bonfire problem, it is proposed to present a special report to a future meeting of the SPC to update the members of the progress of an interdepartmental committee established by Environment Department, which is collaborating with Community, Parks and Housing Departments in order to address the bonfire problem.

2.
Collection Frequencies

There are over 82,000 houses in the County, approximately 9,000 of these in RAPID areas and 73,000 in non-RAPID.  The Council currently provides an annual junk collection service to the 9,000 in RAPID areas and the rest on a five year rota.  The 73,000 houses spread over five years means that the Council would provide a service to approximately 14,600 houses in non-RAPID areas on the collection schedule each year (that is if all housing estates are included for consideration).  This has not been possible to date.  For example, in 2005 we collected from 9,000 houses in RAPID areas and 12,000 in non-RAPID areas (total 21,000).  This was only possible in 2005 due to the WEEE initiative which removed disposal costs for electrical items from the junk collection.  In 2004 the Council was in a position to include 9,500 non-RAPID houses only along with the 9,000 RAPID.   It is obvious that many housing estates have not yet been added to the junk collection database, the best estimate at present is that there are about 60,000 to 65,000 houses (of the total number of 82,000) in the Junk Collection Schedule.
If RAPID areas were collected every second year, the Council could have included 16,500 non-RAPID houses in the 2005 collection along with the 4,500 RAPID.  The scope to include 16,500 non-RAPID houses would enable the five year rota arrangement to be maintained for the foreseeable future without difficulty. The reduction in frequency of collections in RAPID areas is absolutely necessary in order to ensure that the 'one in five years' frequency elsewhere is maintained.
The special arrangement for housing estates in RAPID areas was introduced in line with an action contained in the County Strategy Implementation Plan 2003-2005.  The Implementation Plan has now been reviewed and amended for 2006, and this specific item is no longer an action within the strategy.  The question for consideration at this time is whether there should continue to be a more frequent service provided in RAPID areas than in the rest of the County.  The information available on the tonnages being generated suggests that a frequency of service once every two years for RAPID housing estates will facilitate the continuation of the five yearly rota for the non-RAPID housing estates, while continuing to provide an enhanced service to the RAPID areas of disadvantage.  This requires ongoing review as the growth of housing development in the County will inevitably lead to greater demand.

3.
Cost Recovery

It is worth noting that South Dublin County Council is one of very few local authorities who provide a junk collection service from householders free of charge.  While the existence of the service may prevent waste being dumped etc., it is also important that householders be encouraged to bring waste for disposal directly to the Council’s Ballymount Civic Amenity and Recycling Centre.  Many residents associations have excellent arrangements for coordinating community cleanups and arrange to obtain skips at their own expense.  This approach is in line with the Council’s and Government policy of polluter pays and should also be encouraged.  While the Council acknowledges that the junk collection service is very useful for those who have no means of transport to dispose of waste, or who have insufficient means to privately pay for skip hire, the sustainability of the service may require in the future the levying of an appropriate charge to (a) recover the cost of disposal and (b) influence awareness of the need to minimise waste.

4.
Introduction of WEEE Directive

The introduction of legislation in August 2005 regarding the disposal of waste electrical and electronic equipment has had some effect on the quantities of waste material being disposed of at junk collections.

Since August 2005, householders may return an item of WEEE for disposal free of charge either (a) to the retailer, when purchasing a similar item or (b) to the local authority Civic Amenity Centre.

This legislation covers all Waste Electrical and Electronic Equipment ranging from fridges, freezers, TVs, computers to smaller items such as irons, toasters, kettles, clocks etc.  Householders should be encouraged to avail of this service, thereby reducing the amount of waste which can accumulate.”
Following contributions from Councillors G. O’Connell, E. Walsh, C. King, S. Laing and Ms Kiernan which were responded to by Ms M. Pyne and Mr D. Finch the report was NOTED, and it was agreed that it would be recommended to the Council recommending that the junk collection be provided to householders in RAPID neighbourhoods every second year as distinct from the current annual service, in order that other householders in the County can continue to receive the service at five yearly intervals.

ENV/SPC/03/06
Beautiful South Dublin County – Schools Competition
The following report which was presented to the Committee by Ms Ni Dhomhnaill, Environmental Awareness Officer was NOTED.
Report on Beautiful South Dublin County – Schools Competition
“South Dublin County Council is sponsoring a new Environmental Schools Competition.  Applications were sent to 133 schools in South Dublin County (33 primary and 100 post primary).  The closing date for entries is end March 2006.  Presentations of prizes will take place in May 2006.  The competition is targeting both Primary and Post Primary schools with a special section for Transition year students.  The categories for each group are as listed below:

Category




Judging Groups
Primary Schools:

Art competition outlining the 

Junior infants – 2nd class

Principles of Reduce, Reuse

& Recycle




3rd class – 6th class

Secondary Schools

Project based on



1st – 3rd year students

“Your environment now and how

to make it better”



5th – 6th year students

Multimedia presentation


Transition year”
“Litter, make it go away”

ENV/SPC/04/06
Presentation on Recycling Household Waste (made to the Oireachtas Joint Committee of Environment and Local Government)
This presentation was made by Ms M. Pyne and it concerned South Dublin County Council’s recycling services, recycling infrastructure and future proposals under the Waste Management Plan for the Dublin Region 2005 – 2010.  Contributions followed from Councillors E. Maloney, S. Laing, E. Walsh, G. O’Connell, Mr B. Buckley and Professor V. Rice which were responded to by Ms M. Pyne and Mr D. Finch.
ENV/SPC/05/06
Report on the Bring Bank Working Group
The following report was NOTED, and during the subsequent discussion Cllr. G. O’Connell indicated that he would join the Working Group which is due to next meet on 22/2/06.
Bring Bank Working Group Report

Following discussion at the November 2005 meeting of the Committee regarding the challenges facing the Council to increase the number and usage of bring bank facilities, it was decided to establish a Working Group.

The Members of the Group are:-

Cllr. Tony McDermott

Cllr Marie Corr

Cllr Cathal king

And two officials Maire Ni Dhomhnaill (Environmental Awareness Officer) &

Peter Moffat (Senior Staff Officer, Environmental Services Dept.)

The primary objective of the Group is to encourage the opportunity to recycle glass, cans, plastic and textiles by the provision of bring banks in local neighbourhoods in accordance with the Dublin Waste Management Plan.  This objective will be achieved by

-
Increasing the number of locations of bring banks.

-
Increasing the usage of bring banks thus increasing recycling.

-
Reducing the misuse of bring banks i.e. dumping, littering and antisocial behaviour.

Progress to date

The Working Group has met on two occasions since its inception and are working on the following recommendations:-

1. The incorporation of bring banks at the planning application stage of all new developments.

2. Piloting an underground bring bank system and evaluating its use.

3. The development of an adopt a bin policy for businesses in the County.

4. That all community centre and sports clubs funded by public monies should provide space for bring banks.

5. The adoption of a Name & Shame policy for those found littering at bring banks sites.

6. That it would be a prerequisite of a community grant application that recycling facilities are provided.

7. A refund/reward initiative to encourage greater recycling.

ENV/SPC/06/06
Report on SPC Remit – Heritage Issues
The following report was circulated to the Committee:
“Strategic Policy Committees were established in South Dublin County Council in 2001, in order to provide a forum for discussion on policy matters relating to the various Council Directorate(s) and their areas of responsibility.

The Environment SPC has a broad range of interests, which is defined by the activities of the Environmental Services Department, and the Budgets approved by the elected members to deliver those services.
These activities include:

· Waste Management

· Recycling

· Environmental Awareness

· Water Management

· Drainage Issues

· Regional Infrastructure Requirements
At the November meeting of the Strategic Policy Committee, a request was made by Professor Rice that the Committee consider the need for an inventory of Environmental Heritage.  However, the Heritage Function in South Dublin County Council is within the remit of the Planning Department and therefore this request should be referred to the Economic Development SPC which deals with matters relating to the activities of the Council’s Planning Department.”
Following contributions from Cllr. T. McDermott and Professor V. Rice, Ms M. Pyne informed the Committee that this issue does not fall within the remit of the Environment SPC and it was agreed to liaise with the Economic Development SPC in this regard.
ENV/SPC/07/06
Consideration of UK proposals for new nuclear facilities 

Details of correspondence submitted by the Chairman in relation to this issue were circulated to the Committee members.
ENV/SPC/08/06

A presentation on recycling was made by Cllr. M. Murphy.
The meeting concluded at 7 p.m.
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