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	COMHAIRLE CHONTAE ATHA CLIATH THEAS


	SOUTH  DUBLIN  COUNTY  COUNCIL


MINUTES OF MEETING OF THE TALLAGHT AREA COMMITTEE 

(Dealing with Housing, Environment, Parks and Community)
HELD ON 18th APRIL,  2006
PRESENT

	Councillors
	Councillors

	Corr, M
	Maloney, E

	Daly, J
	Murphy, M

	Hannon, J.
	Neville, J

	Jones, C
	Warren, K

	King, C
	


An Cathaoirleach, Councillor E. Maloney presided.

OFFICIALS PRESENT

	Director of Community Services
	P. Smith

	Senior Executive Officers
	P. Murphy, J. Quinlivan, B. Coman

	Administrative Officers
	T. O Neill, P. Fleming

	Senior Architect
	P. De Roe

	County Librarian
	T. Walsh

	Senior Staff Officer
	H. Keane, P. Moffat

	Staff Officer
	K. Nicholls

	Assistant Staff Officer
	L. Hannon


T/314/06
CONFIRMATION AND RE-AFFIRMATION OF MINUTES

Minutes of Tallaght Area Committee Meeting held on 20th  March, 2006 which had been circulated, were submitted and APPROVED as a true record and signed.  

It was proposed by Councillor E. Maloney, seconded by Councillor K. Warren and RESOLVED:

“That the recommendations contained in the Minutes of the Tallaght Area Committee held on 20th March, 2006 be ADOPTED and APPROVED".

HOUSING BUSINESS

T/315/06
QUESTIONS

It was proposed by Councillor E. Maloney, seconded by Councillor K. Warren   and RESOLVED:

“That pursuant to Standing Order No. 13, questions 1 – 13 inclusive, be ADOPTED and APPROVED.”

T/316/06
RUSSELL SQUARE DEVELOPMENT – RESIDENTS/TENANTS REPRESENTATIVE GROUP
QUESTION : Councillor Marie Corr.

“To ask the Manager to report on progress with respect to the setting up of a Residents/Tenants representative group in the Russell Square development since I last raised this matter at the January 2006 Tallaght Area Committee meeting and will he make a statement on the matter?”

REPLY:  

The Estate Management Section has set up a tenants group for the Council Housing at Russell Square which accounts for one quarter of this mixed development.  However, there is no representative group established by the Voluntary and Private Housing at the estate.

The Community Department of the Council have been requested to help progress the setting up of a representative group from Russell Square – including voluntary, private and affordable housing.

Housing Officers from all of the Voluntary Housing Associations on the Estate have been meeting bi-monthly with the Council’s Estate Officer for the area to deal with issues at Russell Square.

T/317/06
URBAN ART PROJECT FOR RAPID AREAS

QUESTION : Councillor Marie Corr.

“To ask the Manager to report on the endeavours of the estate management staff further to my suggestion of an urban art project for RAPID areas and will he make a statement on the matter?”

REPLY:  

Having consulted with all the communities involved it was agreed that art classes be established in Fettercairn Community Centre.  The first of these classes took place on 23rd February. It was furthermore established and agreed with all relevant bodies that the idea of similar classes be set up in the Killinarden Community Centre and the Citywise Complex in Jobstown.  The first session commences here on the 4th March 2006 and the duration of these classes is to be five to six week approximately.

To run hand in hand with the above an Urban Artist was engaged by South Dublin County Council Estate Management Section to work with young adults. The classes are a form of self expression, diverting the youth involving them in a modern art project and providing an outlet for their artistic skills.

The feedback from the project has been very positive and three walls have been identified in Kiltalown Park, Fettercairn and Killinarden for the young adults to translate what they learned in the above classes to a practical use in creating murals in the designated area.

T/318/06
ST. AIDAN’S HALTING SITE

Question:
Councillor M. Corr

“To ask the manager when will the refurbishment of St Aidan’s halting site and the landscaping works outside it on Brookfield Road be completed and will he make a statement on the matter?"

Reply:

The five group houses at St. Aidan’s Close are substantially complete apart from connection works which the ESB must do before the residents can move into the houses. The palisade fencing currently surrounding the houses will be removed when the families move in.

The existing residential caravan site was substantially upgraded a number of years ago including the upgrading of the community facilities on site and the provision of an indoor area for games such as handball and boxing. It was agreed however that the area fronting the site would be improved in conjunction with the completion of the new Group Housing Scheme. The area to the west of the site entrance has been upgraded to include a newly planted landscaped area in order to integrate the new Group Housing with the existing development and the existing caretaker’s house. 

The carrying out of further upgrading / refurbishment works to the area to the east of existing residential caravan park has been deferred for a short period pending a review of the use of the existing community and sports facilities on site being carried out in conjunction with the Tallaght Travellers Services – St Aidans Traveller Centre Tallaght. Following a recent meeting with the Project Team, certain further additional information has been requested. On receipt of their reply a final decision on the matter will be made. The members of the Area Committee will be kept informed of progress.

T/319/06
FETTERCAIRN AREA – INFILL HOUSING

QUESTION: Councillor Marie Corr

"To ask the manager to report on what infill housing plans are envisaged in the Fettercairn area and will he make a statement on the matter?"

REPLY
The handover of 31 housing units at Fettercairn Village has been completed leaving the remaining 9 outstanding units due for handover end of April/ Early May 2006. 
In accordance with agreed procedures a presentation on the design approach to the next phase of infill housing in the Fettercairn area was made to the members of the Tallaght Area Committee at their meeting in December 2005. 
The concept plans for this infill housing in the Fettercairn area were developed for internal and community consultation purposes prior to the developed plans being advanced through to the Part 8 Statutory Public  Consultation process and public display.  Advertisements in this regard are being prepared for publication. 

 

T/320/06
REPLACEMENT OF WINDOWS

QUESTION: Councillor E. Maloney

"To ask the Manager to arrange for the replacement of windows at (address supplied).?
 

REPLY
On March 3rd 2006 , the Department of Heritage and Local Government approved funding for South Dublin County Council's Pilot Window Upgrade / Renewal Programme from its internal capital receipts in the sum of € 5, 046,000.

The pilot window upgrade / renewal programme will commence in 2006 and will include some 622 dwellings in designated estates , including St Marks Grove in Clondalkin and Kiltipper , Kilcarrig and Drumcairn Estates in Tallaght.

Following completion of ' A Condition Survey ' of the windows in these estates the tendering process will be initiated based on the survey results.

The Council's Architectural Services Department has indicated that based on the number of dwellings requiring double glazed units and the scope of the works required , a county wide window upgrade / renewal programme is likely to be phased in over a six year period from 2006 to 2011.

The delivery of subsequent phases of the window upgrade / renewal programme will be determined on completion of the 2006 pilot programme.

In the meantime the Housing Department Response Maintenance Section will continue to ensure that essential repairs and maintenance works will continue to be carried out.

T/321/06
ST. MUIRIN’S HOUSE

QUESTION: Councillor E. Maloney

"To ask the Manager for a progress report on the reconstruction of St. Muirin's House?"

REPLY
A cost plan for the construction of the replacement Community Facility (St. Muirins) and the provision of 7 no. dwellings at Avonbeg has been submitted to the Department of the Environment Heritage & Local Government for approval. 
Subject to the approval of the Department tenders will be advertised and negotiated with a view to commencing on site in September 2006. 

 
T/322/06
ST. MUIRIN’S HOUSE – TENDER PROCESS

QUESTION: Councillor Mick Murphy

"To ask the Manager to give an update as to where the tender process in relation to the proposed relocation of Saint Muirins House currently stands; and when does he expect to see the new proposed facility being fully built and ready for use?"

REPLY
A cost plan for the construction of the replacement Community Facility (St. Muirins) and the provision of 7 no. dwellings at Avonbeg has been submitted to the Department of the Environment Heritage & Local Government for approval. 

Subject to the approval of the Department tenders will be advertised and negotiated with a view to commencing on site in September 2006. The contract is estimated to take at least approximately 60 working weeks for completion from commencement on site

T/323/06
PILOT WINDOW UPGRADE/RENEWAL PROGRAMME – WINDOWS REPAIRED

QUESTION: Councillor Joe Neville

" To ask the Manager to have repaired & repainted the windows at * details supplied  as they have only been repainted once since the construction of the homes and are in a dreadful condition and will the Manager give an update on the Pilot Window Upgrade/Renewal Programme as it falls within the remit of this committee and will the Manager make a statement on the issues raised within this question?."

REPLY
On March 3rd 2006 , the Department of Environment, Heritage and Local Government approved funding for South Dublin County Council's pilot Windows Upgrade / Renewal Programme from its internal capital receipts in the amount of € 5, 046,000.

The pilot windows Upgrade / Renewal programme will commence in 2006 and will include 622 dwellings in designated estates including St. Marks Grove , Clondalkin , and Killinarden , Kilcarrig and Drumcairn Estates , Tallaght. Following completion of  'A condition survey' of the windows in these estates the tendering process will then commence , based on the results of the survey.

The Council's Architectural Services Department has indicated that based on the numbers of dwellings requiring double glazed units and the scope of works involved , a county wide window replacement programme is likely to be phased in over a six year period from 2006 to 2011.

The delivery of subsequent phases of the Window  Upgrade / Replacement Programme will be determined on completion of the 2006 pilot programme.

In the meantime the Housing Response Maintenance Section will ensure that all essential maintenance / repair / painting works will continue to be carried out.
T/324/06
REPAIR OF FENCING


QUESTION: Councillor Joe Neville

" To ask the Manager to have repaired the fencing between *details supplied  which was erected by the then Dublin County Council and which has fallen into disrepair in recent years and will the Manager make a statement on the issue?."

REPLY
Maintenance of garden boundaries whether fencing or otherwise is a tenant responsibility matter as set out in tenancy agreement , tenants handbook and in recent article in Tenants Newsletter circulated in February 2006 to all tenants.

Housing Response Maintenance Section can however consider sympathetically maintenance requests from tenants in difficult circumstances. In the case of senior citizens every effort will be made to deal appropriately with their maintenance requests.

The Housing Response Maintenance Section will in this instance examine the condition of the fence at this location and will carry out  repairs.

T/325/06
GAS METER

QUESTION: Councillor Joe Neville

" To ask the Manager to have contact made with An Bord Gais in relation to the gas meter at *details supplied  which is located at an external wall and at a low level which involves the occupant ( a senior citizen) having to kneel on the ground in all weather conditions when she wishes to check her meter and will the Manager contact An Bord Gais with a view to having this meter moved to a more convenient location and will the Manager make a statement on an issue that is causing profound discomfort to the person concerned?."

REPLY
Housing Response Maintenance Section will contact An Bord Gais and request that the meter box be moved ( if possible ) to a location more convenient for the tenant.

T/326/06
CLEANING OF GUTTERS
QUESTION: Councillor Joe Neville

" To ask the Manager to have arranged the cleaning of the gutters at * details supplied  which are in a dreadful condition and will the Manager make a statement on the issue?."

REPLY
The cleaning of gutters is a matter for tenants as set out in tenancy agreement , tenants handbook and in a recent article in Tenants Newsletter circulated to all tenants in Feb. 2006.

Housing Response Maintenance Section can however deal sympathically with maintenance requests from tenants who may be in difficult circumstances.
With regard to tenants who are senior citizens the Council will make every effort to respond in a positive manner to their maintenance requests.

In this instance the Council will clean the gutters when attending to window repairs and painting.

T/327/06
DUMPING AND GRAZING OF A HORSE

QUESTION: Councillor Karen Warren

 

“To ask the Manager to outline the action he is proposing to take in respect of complaints concerning dumping and the grazing of a horse at (Details supplied), and given this unacceptable behaviour which is a clear breach of the housing tenancy agreement reached between tenants and South Dublin County Council, if he could outline the action he is proposing to take, and if he will make a statement on the matter.” 

 

REPLY
There have been a number of complaints received in respect of illegal dumping at the rear of the area referred to in the question and the Council have carried out a number of clean_ups in this area. The illegal dumping complaints have been forwarded to the Litter Warden for the area and the Parks Department have been requested to deal with the horse grazing in the park.

The Council have also recently established a new dedicated unit on a pilot basis to address issues as referred to in the question. One of its primary objectives will be to co-ordinate the actions of the various departments of the Council to deal with these matters. 
T/328/06
COMPLAINTS CONCERNING SOCIAL HOUSING PROJECT

QUESTION: Councillor Karen Warren

 

“To ask the Manager what action has been taken on foot of complaints (details supplied), concerning social housing project, and the clearly unacceptable behaviour that is taking place in respect of some tenants in this development, if a guarantee will be made that legal action will follow, and if he will make a statement on the matter.” 

 

REPLY
At a Meeting on 16th March 2006, members of the Residents Association for this development advised staff of Estate Management Section of a series of alleged incidents that had taken place during late February/early March. The reported incidents were of both anti-social and criminal activity within the estate. The Residents Association members confirmed that the incidents had not been reported to either the Garda Siochana or the County Council at that stage.

The Council's Estate Management Section has subsequently been in contact with the Garda Siochana to make arrangements for following up on the complaints of criminal activity while the Anti-social Officers for the area have conducted a series of house calls and interviews with residents of the estate. 

The Council's investigations are ongoing and the Estate Management Section will continue to liaise with the Gardai in the matter. Where it can be established that there are cases of anti-social behaviour and perpetrators of this activity can be identified, the Council will have no hesitation in taking appropriate action in line with the Anti- Social Policy. Such action can ultimately lead to eviction of residents. 

In addition the Estate Management Section continue to consult with relevant Sections of the Council, the Garda Siochana, the Management Agents and the developer of the estate with a view to co-ordinating a response to the issues raised by the residents. The Section will also continue to consult with Residents in the investigation of incidents and towards resolution of any matters raised.

The Estate Management Section is at present engaged in a process that it is hoped will result in the establishment of a Residents Association that represents the entire development.

T/329/06
REPORT ON HOUSING CONSTRUCTION PROGRAMME

The following report by the Manager which had been circulated was CONSIDERED:

“The up-to-date position of the construction programme for the County area is set out in the detail below: - 
Completions in 2004 :-

	Total
	No. of Units 
	81


Completions in 2005 :-

	Scheme Name
	No. of Units 
	Completion Dates

	Russell Square
	110
	2005

	Bawnlea
	7
	March 2005 

	Jobstown Village Core
	10
	March 2005 

	Cushlawn, Phase II
	31
	2005 

	Daletree, Ballycragh
	8
	September 2005

	Fettercairn Village
	22
	2005 

	Sub Total
	188
	


Completions in 2006 :-

	Total
	No. of Units 
	Completion Dates

	Fettercairn
	9
	February 2006 

	
	
	

	Sub Total
	9
	


On Site:-

	Scheme Name
	No. of Units on Site
	Completion Dates

	Fettercairn Village, Phase 1  Includes extension to crèche & community facility         
	9
	End of April 2006 

	Avonbeg, Phase 3
	47
	In phases September, 2006

	Fortunestown B, Phase 2
	66 (+52 Vol. Units)
	May 2006 

	Fortunestown B, Phase 4
	120
	April - July, 2006

	Fortunestown B, Phase 1
	110
	May, 2006

	Deer Park (Joint Venture)
	119
	(In phases) April 2006

	Daletree (Part 5/Joint Venture)
	27
	Late 2006 

	Hunterswood (Part V)
	9
	Late 2006  

	Brookfield Village+ Community Facility
	16
	May 2006 

	Deerpark (Part V)
	36
	April 2006 

	Belfry
	35
	December 2006 

	Belgard Square
	44
	Late 2006 

	Sub.Total
	638
	






Contract Signed

	Scheme Name
	No of Units

	Cushlawn Phase 3 (SH278)
	22

	Castlepark
	9

	Sub Total
	31


Tenders Recommended

	Scheme Name
	No of Units

	Kilcarrig Phase 3 (SH274)
	Tender recommendation in the sum of €13,694,394 submitted to the DoEHLG for approval on 30/11/2005 for the construction of 80 units by D&I Construction Ltd., Tyrell House, Main Street Blessington, Co Wicklow 

	Sub Total
	80


Tender Production

	Scheme Name
	No. of Housing Units

	Kiltalown Green
	28

	Sub Total
	28


Part 8 Approved by Council:- 

	Scheme Name
	No. of Housing Units

	Avonbeg Phase 4 (SH252)
	7 & St Muirins House – Cost Plan submitted to the DoEHLG for approval 

	Sub Total
	7


Part 8 Advertised:- 

	Scheme Name
	Approx. No. Of Units

	Fortunestown B, Phase3 & 5
	160


At Concept/Design Stage:-

	Scheme Name
	Approx . No. Of Units

	Kilclare, Phase2
	30 (concepts presented to Tallaght Area Committee Meeting 16/06//2003)

	Kilclare Phase3
	15

	Knockmore House (incl. 15 units for Bernardos)
	60 (concepts presented to Tallaght Area Committee Meeting 16/06//2003)

	Whitestown Stream
	-

	Suncroft
	-

	Whitebrook Park
	- (concepts presented to Tallaght Area Committee Meeting 20/09/2004)

	Stocking Lane
	-(concept under preparation)

	Swiftbrook
	-(concept presented to Tallaght Area Committee Meeting 08/12/04)

	Rossfield Infill
	Concepts being prepared

	Fettercairn Phase 2
	Concept presented to Tallaght Area Committee 7th December 2005

	Castletymon
	Concept presented to Tallaght Area Committee 7th December 2005

	Sub Total
	105


Other potential sites are also being examined”
Mr. P. Murphy, Senior Executive Officer summarised the report.
Following discussion to which Councillors C. Jones, J. Neville, C. King, J. Daly, M. Corr and K. Warren  contributed, Mr. P. Murphy, Senior Executive Officer and Mr. J. Quinlivan, Senior Executive Officer responded to queries raised

The report was NOTED and it was AGREED that a further report on the Joint Venture Partnership Scheme at Deerpark would be presented to the next Tallaght Area Committee Meeting dealing with Housing Business.
T/330/06
Report on Implementation of Traveller Accommodation Programme 2005 - 2008

The following report by the Manager which had been circulated was CONSIDERED:

“The assessment of Traveller accommodation needs conducted in association with the process leading to the adoption of the Traveller Accommodation Programme 2005 - 2008 indicated that there is a need to provide 215 units of Traveller-specific accommodation throughout the County during the course of the programme.  This accommodation is to cater for both immediate requirements and future family formations.  

To date, twenty seven units of Traveller-specific accommodation have been delivered under the 2005 – 2008 programme and it is anticipated that 33 units of permanent accommodation will be completed in 2006.

The Council adopted the Traveller Accommodation Programme 2005 – 2008 unanimously on 9th May 2005.

The incomplete elements of the previous accommodation programme form the first phase of the current accommodation programme. 

The following is the current position on developments at various stages of delivery in this Area Committee’s jurisdiction. 

	Traveller Accommodation Programme 2005 - 2008

	Scheme
	Type and No. of Units
	Part X/8 Advertised
	Architect
	Comments

	Belgard Park
	R.C.P. – 10 Bays
	
	
	Residents moved into RCP on 5th May 2005.

	Daletree Place 
	10 Group Houses
	
	
	Residents moved into houses in August 2005.

	St. Aidan’s Close

Brookfield
	Group Houses – 5.
	22/04/03
	G.A.P.
	Houses substantially completed.  Awaiting ESB works before families can move in.  

	Hazel Hill, Killinardin
	Group Houses – 5

R.C.P. – 5 Bays
	Completed
	M.V. Cullinan
	Currently on site

	Fortunestown
	10 Group Houses – 
	
	SAB
	On site since December 2005.  Scheduled to be completed in 2006.

	Rathcoole
	10 group houses
	Part X completed
	Arch Services Dept
	Part 8 designs for road currently on public display.

	Stocking Lane
	10-bay RCP
	December 2004 
	GAP Architects
	Awaiting cost plan approval from Department of the Environment, Heritage and Local Government 


Belgard Road Re-development - Scheduled to start construction in 2008.  Further progress on this scheme dependent on TT Master Plan and planning permission application

Brittas – at site identification stage”
Mr. P. Murphy, Senior Executive Officer summarised the report.

Following discussion to which Councillors J. Neville, K. Warren, C. King, J. Daly, M. Corr, and E. Maloney contributed, Mr. P. Murphy, S.E.O responded to queries raised.    The report was NOTED.

T/331/06
REPORT ON QUARTERLY STATISTICS FOR ANTI SOCIAL BEHAVIOUR

The following report by the Manager which had been circulated was CONSIDERED:


Anti Social Behaviour Statistics for period:

01/01/2006 to 31/03/2006

Area Committee:
Tallaght


Current Working Files: 220



 Actions


Abandonment Notice served
3


File re-opened
2


Garda Consultation
25


Health Services Consultation
2


House surrendered
4


Housecall
307


Interview complainant
6


Interview tenant
104


Other SDCC section consulted
64


Phone conversation – complainant/tenant
128


Referred to EHO
5


Referred to HWO
4


Section 15 request issued
2


Sitexed house
1


Verbal Warning given
6


Warning Letter
5


 Total  Actions: 668


 Incidents


Children nuisance
13


Criminal activity
6


Drugs activity
9


Joyriding
6


Noise/disturbance
27


Pets/animal nuisance
2


Physical condition of property
41


Pre-tenancy check
2


Racism
1


Squatters/illegal occupiers
4


Vacant house
8


Vandalism
14


Violence/intimidation/harassment
22


 Total  Incidents: 155


Complaints


184


 Total Complaints: 184

Mr. J. Quinlivan, Senior Executive Officer summarised the report.   Following discussion to which Councillors C. King, M. Corr, C. Jones and M. Murphy contributed, Mr. J. Quinlivan S.E.O. responded to queries raised.   The report was NOTED.
The Members requested that an updated report on the Rental Accommodation Scheme be presented to the next meeting of the Tallaght Area Committee dealing with Housing Business.
T/332/06
NEW WORKS

It was NOTED there was no business under this heading.
T/333/06
CORRESPONDENCE

It was NOTED there was no business under this heading.
T/334/06
CATHAOIRLEACH’S BUSINESS
It was NOTED there was no business under this heading.

T/335/06
RESPONSE MAINTENANCE DOCUMENT
It was proposed by Councillor C. King, seconded by Councillor M. Corr:
"That this Committee, calls on the Manager to report on the response maintenance document which was recently posted to all Council tenants in the Tallaght area which indicates responsibilities of the Council and tenants in terms of the maintenance of Council housing".



The following report which had been circulated was READ:
“The purpose in circulating this document is to ensure that tenants are fully aware of not only the Council's responsibility with regard to the maintenance of their homes but also of their own responsibilities.

Tenants are made aware of these responsibilities at various stages , for example at pre- tenancy courses and at the time of signing for their house where the Tenancy Agreement sets out in considerable detail the division of responsibilities for house maintenance between them as tenant and the Council.

The document circulated to tenants through the Tenants Newsletter in February 2006 was seen as a timely opportunity to remind our tenants of their important role in maintaining their homes as well as advising of the council's responsibilities which are largely concerned with the structure of the house , electrical safety and safe operation of central heating systems.

It should be noted that the work of Response Maintenance Section is complemented by that of our Housing Projects Section who with Architectural Services Department are responsible for delivery of various programmes which are designed to modernise our housing stock and ensure that tenants live in dwellings of the highest standard. 

Set out below are details of some of the activities of Projects Section :_

*  Housing Refurbishment Programme.

*  Installation of Gas Fired Central Heating Programme.

*  External Wall and Attic Insulation Programme.

*  Window Renewal / Upgrade Programme. 

 

Response Maintenance Section will continue to maintain our housing stock to the highest possible standards while tenants are waiting to avail of those programmes ( not yet complete ) listed above and as set out in the document circulated to all tenants their role in maintaining their own homes is of equal importance.

It is considered extremely important that Housing Response Maintenance Section continues to avail of all opportunities to educate and inform tenants of their obligations and ( entitlements  ) with regard to maintenance issues as by so doing we are all contributing to the proper maintenance of our houses and the comfort and safety of our tenants”.
Following discussion to which Councillor C. King, M. Corr, C. Jones, J. Neville Mr. J. Quinlivan , Senior Executive Officer responded to queries raised. 

The report was NOTED and the members of the Committee requested  that current policies on Response Maintenance be referred to the next Housing and Social Development Strategy Policy Committee for examination.
T/336/06
MARLFIELD CRESCENT



It was proposed by Councillor C. Jones, seconded by Councillor E. Maloney:
"That the manager will present a report to this committee on the progress to date of the socially integrated development at Marlfield Crescent. In particular this report should detail input, if any, from residents of Marlfield Crescent and of Marlfield as a whole"

 

The following report by the Manager which had been circulated was READ:

“At a Meeting on 16th March 2006, members of the Residents Association for this development advised staff of Estate Management Section of a series of alleged incidents that had taken place during late February/early March. The reported incidents were of both anti-social and criminal activity within the estate. The Residents Association members confirmed that the incidents had not been reported to either the Garda Siochana or the County Council at that stage.

The Council's Estate Management Section has subsequently been in contact with the Garda Siochana to make arrangements for following up on the complaints of criminal activity while the Anti-social Officers for the area have conducted a series of housecalls and interviews with residents of the estate. 

The Council's investigations are ongoing and the Estate Management Section will continue to liaise with the Gardai in the matter. Where it can be established that there are cases of anti-social behaviour and perpetrators of this activity can be identified, the Council will have no hesitation in taking appropriate action in line with the Anti- Social Policy. Such action can ultimately lead to eviction of residents. 

In addition the Estate Management Section continue to consult with relevant Sections of the Council, the Garda Siochana, the Management Agents and the developer of the estate with a view to co-ordinating a response to the issues raised by the residents. The Section will also continue to consult with Residents in the investigation of incidents and towards resolution of any matters raised.

The Estate Management Section is at present engaged in a process that it is hoped will result in the establishment of a Residents Association that represents the entire development”

Following discussion to which Councillors C. Jones and J. Hannon contributed, Mr. J. Quinlivan, Senior Executive Officer responded to queries raised.  The report was NOTED.
T/337/06
SUSPENSION OF STANDING ORDERS
It was proposed by Councillor E. Maloney and AGREED that in accordance with Standing Order No. 76 to suspend standing orders to deal with a motion in the name of Councillor C. King.   It was proposed by Councillor C. King, seconded by Councillor M. Corr:

“That this Committee calls on the Manager to bring forward to the May Tallaght Area Committee (1) Meeting a report on the wall at Donomore Park with a view to it being replaced with a reinforced wall that will withstand punishment from cars as is happening at present”.
The motion was PASSED
T/338/06
SUSPENSION OF STANDING ORDERS
It was proposed by Councillor E. Maloney and AGREED that in accordance with Standing Order No. 76 to suspend standing orders to deal with a motion in the name of Councillor C. Jones.   It was proposed by Councillor C. Jones, seconded by Councillor C. King:

“That this Committee condemns queuing for the Affordable Housing Initiative in The Belfry and calls for immediate intervention”.
Following discussion to which Councillors C. Jones, C. King, J. Hannon, J. Neville, J. Daly and M. Murphy, Senior Executive Officer responded to queries raised.   It was AGREED to keep members informed on the matter.
ENVIRONMENT  BUSINESS
T/339/06
QUESTIONS

It was proposed by Councillor E. Maloney, seconded by Councillor K. Warren  and RESOLVED:

“That pursuant to Standing Order No. 13, question 14-19  be ADOPTED and APPROVED.”
T/340/06
WEEE DIRECTIVE
Question:
Councillor E Maloney

"To ask the Manager if any company within the Tallaght area is being investigated in relation to WEEE Directive by failing to display a notice indicating that its prices include a payment to the recycling fund."

Reply:

There is no company within the Tallaght area under investigation in relation to the WEEE Directive at present. The Council’s Enforcement Staff are monitoring the situation on an ongoing basis.

T/341/06
PLASTIC BRING-BANK AT CHURCH GROVE, AYLESBURY TO SEAN WALSH PARK
Question:
Councillor J Neville 

"To ask the Manager to have arranged the relocation of the existing plastic bring-bank at Church Grove, Aylesbury to Sean Walsh Park in view of the severe inconvenience this is causing to nearby residents and will the Manager please note that on Saturday 31st of March the plastic bring-bank was emptied between 11 & 12 that morning but yet was overflowing by that night with the consequent litter problem in the nearby adjacent estate and would the Manager please note that the proposed relocation to the nearby Sean Walsh Park would not impinge on any residential estate and would complement the existing plastic bring-bank currently there and would the Manager make a statement on the issues raised in this question?”

Reply:

The positioning of Bring Banks involves many criteria which need to be satisfied, including parking requirements for customers and movement space for the servicing truck etc. Some Bring Bank sites which fulfil these requirements may be privately owned and the owner’s consent is required before placing bring banks at these sites. Accordingly, finding suitable locations for recycling Bring Banks can be difficult. Tymon  Bawn Community Centre fulfils all the requirements for a local Bring Bank location and losing it because weekend dumping by a minority of people would be a retrograde step for the local community.
In 2005, the plastic recycling Bring Banks which South Dublin County Council has supplied to the local communities in the county enabled over 4.5 million plastic bottles to be recycled. Problems are only encountered at the plastic Bring Banks at weekends and are not necessarily due to a lack of capacity but due to the illegal dumping of large bags of plastic bottles by individuals who do not put the plastic bottles into the containers as is required. 

The plastic recycling bring Banks as with all other Bring Banks, are supplied locally for  residents use, the idea being to provide recycling points within or close to communities to enable them to recycle the materials thereby reducing the amount of waste going to landfill. 

As stated in the question, the Council has already placed a plastic recycling Bring Bank at the Sean Walsh Park, Parks Depot Car Park, along with glass recycling Bring Banks. The removal of the plastic recycling Bring Bank from the Tymon Bawn Community Centre and re-locating it at the Sean Walsh Park, Park’s Depot car park, would not be in keeping with the Council’s aim of expanding the number of locally situated Bring Banks. 

As an alternative to re-locating the bring bank to Sean Walsh Park’s Parks Depot car park, the Environmental Services Department is currently seeking an alternative location within the immediate vicinity of Tymon Bawn Community Centre, so that this locally situated Bring Bank can be maintained at this location. 

Until this alternative location is found, the Bring Bank containers will remain at the Tymon Bawn Community Centre car park, however the Environmental Services Department will continue to provide an intensive back up service to try and clean up the illegally dumped bags of plastic bottles that are being left at the site at the weekends. Any local residents witnessing such activities should report the details, including vehicle registration numbers, to the Litter Warden for the area, who will investigate the matter and issue litters fines or take direct prosecutions as may be deemed necessary.


T/342/06
REMOVAL OF GRAFFITI IN NON-LOCAL AUTHORITY ESTATES
Question:
Councillor J Neville 

"To ask the Manager to clarify who has the legal responsibility for the removal of graffiti in non-local authority estates and will he make a statement on the matter?”

Reply:

The responsibility for the removal of graffiti which is on private property, including the boundary walls to private property, lies with the owner. This Council takes responsibility for graffiti which is painted onto walls or other property for which it is responsible for maintaining.  

The Council offers assistance from time to time to home owners whose property has been damaged by graffiti, however there is no legal requirement on the Council to take this role.  This assistance usually takes the form of an offer of materials ie paint and brushes which are necessary to cover the graffiti.

Sections 19 and 20 of the Litter Pollution Act 1997 deal comprehensively with the issue of graffiti.  Section 19 makes it an offence to deface a property with graffiti.  Section 20 gives the Council powers to request the owner of a property which has been defaced by graffiti to take action to deal with the matter. Failure to comply with a notice issued under Section 20 of the Act is an offence.  

T/343/06
ROAD CLEANING SERVICE AT RING ROAD IN KILNAMANAGH
Question:
Councillor J Neville 

"To ask the Manager to have arranged an increase in the frequency of road cleaning service at the ring road in Kilnamanagh. It is my understanding that it is only cleaned four times a year ,yet the nearby Mayberry road is cleaned on a monthly basis and will he make a statement on the matter?."

Reply:

Treepark Road, Kilnamanagh is currently listed on the road sweeping schedule which covers housing estate roads and in accordance with that schedule it is swept four times per year.  Discussions are taking place between the Council and the contractor, Oxigen Environmental, with a view to changing the status of Treepark Road and moving it from the housing estates schedule to the main roads schedule where it would be swept monthly. The contractor has stated that the requested change cannot be accommodated at this time due to inadequate resources.  It is expected that the additional resources which the contractor needs to meet the terms of the new contract will be in place from July. Once the resourcing issue is addressed the contractor will be in a position to accommodate the Council’s request to sweep Treepark Road on a monthly schedule.

T/344/06
PROVISION OF TWO LITTER BINS AT PEDESTRIAN ENTRANCE TO KILNAMANAGH
Question:
Councillor J Neville 

"To ask the Manager to have arranged the provision of two litter bins at the pedestrian entrance to Kilnamanagh from the nearby Luas stop and for this to be done on the basis of a recent recommendation from the Environment S.PC in relation to the provision of litter bins and will the Manager make a statement on the matter?."

Reply:

The engineer in charge of the cleansing section reports that his staff installed a litter bin at this location at the end of 2005/early 2006 and this bin is being serviced daily and once at weekends.  Cleansing section staff are currently observing the usage of this litter bin and consider that at the present time there is no need for an additional bin at this location.  

T/345/06
VIRGINIA HEIGHTS RESIDENTS ASSOCIATION
Question:
Councillor K Warren 

"To ask the Manager if he would accede to a request on behalf of Virginia Heights Residents Association that a junk collection be organised by this Council during the course of 2006 for the Estate in question, and if he will make a statement on the matter?" 

Reply:

Virginia Heights last received a junk collection in November 2001.  This service is provided on a once in five years rotational basis.  Accordingly this estate will be included on the draft schedule which will be presented to the May meeting of the Tallaght Area Committee.
T/346/06
NEW WORKS


It was NOTED there was no business under this heading

T/347/06
CORRESPONDENCE
It was NOTED there was no business under this heading.

T/348/06
CATHAOIRLEACH’S BUSINESS   -
COUNCILLOR E. MALONEY
It was NOTED there was no business under this heading.

PARKS BUSINESS
T/349/06
QUESTIONS

It was proposed by Councillor E. Maloney, seconded by Councillor K. Warren and RESOLVED:

“That pursuant to Standing Order No. 13, questions 20-30 be ADOPTED and APPROVED.”

T/350/06
TAKING IN CHARGE OF GREEN SPACES IN SUNDALE & SWIFTBROOK ESTATES
QUESTION: Councillor Marie Corr

"To ask the Manager to give an update with respect to the taking in charge of the green spaces in both Sundale and Swiftbrook estates, to give precise details of outstanding works and an indication of the timeframe in which the taking in charge process will be completed?"

Reply:

The open spaces at Sundale and Swiftbrook have not yet been taken in charge by the County Council.  

The  outstanding works and related terms for the taking-in-charge of the open spaces has been issued to the Developer. Furthermore the Council has requested the developer to arrange to transfer the open spaces to the County Council. 

In the meantime responsibility for the maintenance of the open spaces lie with the Estate Developers.

T/351/06
GRASS VERGES FRONTING SWIFTBROOK ESTATE

QUESTION: Councillor Marie Corr

"To ask the Manager to give an estimated date of completion of the grass verges fronting Swiftbrook Estate - this area has been bordered by attractive fencing which has not particularly enhanced the area due to the incomplete leveling and landscaping of the grass verges?"

Reply:

In late 2005 the roadside margin between Glenshane and the Molly Heffernan’s roundabout was upgraded as part of the Rapid Estate Enhancement Scheme.  

The works involved the removal of boulders and spoil from the margin, spreading of topsoil  and the installation of knee-rail fencing along the edge of the road. As the work was commenced late in the year, the wet ground and weather conditions prevented the completion of the landscaping works to the rear of the fence.  

It is proposed to have this outstanding work completed as soon as ground conditions permit
T/352/06
ARDMORE ESTATE – TAKING IN CHARGE

QUESTION: Councillor Marie Corr

“To ask the manager to report on the results of the consultation process with residents in Ardmore estate in respect of taking in charge issues relating to the green spaces in the estate and will he make a statement on the matter?"
Reply:

An issue has arisen regarding boundaries which is delaying progress on having the open spaces taken in charge.

Efforts are ongoing to resolve this problem at the earliest possible date. 

In the meantime the developer will not proceed with any further works in relation to the boundaries on the open space.
T/353/06
WESTBROOK/CORBALLY ESTATE – TAKING IN CHARGE

QUESTION: Councillor Marie Corr

"To ask the manager to outline the schedule for taking in charge the open spaces in Westbrook/Corbally Estate and will he make a statement on the matter?"

Reply:

A number of years ago, the County Council had discussions with the developer of Westbrook and Corbally estates with regard to the outstanding works required to enable the taking in charge of the open space areas.  

There has since been no formal contact between the developer and the County Council and the issue of taking-in-charge has not been progressed and this will be pursued.  

When the outstanding works are completed, the developer will be required to transfer ownership and title of the open spaces to the County Council to enable the taking-in-charge process to be finalised. 

It should be noted that this process has been completed in relation to a small open space at Corbally Lawns which is now maintained on a regular basis by the County Council.
T/354/06
PRUNING OF CLIMBERS
QUESTION: Councillor Joe Neville

"To ask the Manager to have arranged the pruning of the climbers at *Details supplied which badly need cutting back and will the Manager make a statement on the issue?"

Reply:

The area referred to will be examined to ascertain if any works are required.

T/355/06
PRUNING OF HEDGING BESIDE THE BLACK & DECKER SITE
QUESTION: Councillor Joe Neville

"To ask the Manager to have arranged the pruning of the hedging beside the Black & Decker site on the Old Belgard Road and will the Manager make a statement on the matter?"

Reply:

The hedgerow beside the Black and Decker site on the Old Belgard Road is in private ownership.  

The pruning of the hedgerow will taken up with the landowner concerned.
T/356/06
AREA BETWEEN 49 ASHFIELD AVENUE AND OPEN SPACE OPPOSITE DUNMORE GROVE – PROVISION OF PUBLIC LIGHT
QUESTION: Councillor Joe Neville

"To ask the Manager to have arranged the provision of a public light at the area between 49 Ashfield Ave, Kingswood and the open space opposite Dunmore Grove in view of the history of anti-social behaviour at this location which is encouraged by the lack of public lights at this location and will the Manager please note that this issue was raised at the February Area One Committee in a written question and the reply was that this was a matter for the Parks Department and will the Manager make a statement on the matter?"

Reply:

A meeting was held recently with local residents regarding this and other issues regarding the laneway it was agreed that the following would be undertaken;

· the possible removal of the telecoms box from the open space which is a gathering point for youths will be taken up with the utility company concerned.

· the installation of a public light beside the footpath at 49 Ashfield Avenue.

· The installation of a lockable bollard at the laneway entrance beside 49 Ashfield Avenue.

· The reinstatement of damaged areas along the laneway and removal of litter.

In addition to the above it was also agreed to contact the Council’s Public Lighting Section to examine the cost of providing a scheme of public lighting along the entire length of the laneway. 

 The boundary of the open space at the rear of the shopping centre which is in poor condition will also be discussed with the owners of the centre.
T/357/06
GREEN AREA  - INSTALLATION OF FOOTPATH
QUESTION: Councillor Joe Neville

"To ask the Manager to have arranged the installation of a footpath at *details supplied as this green area is currently used as a walkway for the many pedestrians accessing the nearby retail outlets and will the Manager make a statement on the matter?"
Reply:

The feasibility or otherwise of providing a footpath at the location  will be examined. 

T/358/06
ELLENSBOROUGH ON KILTIPPER ROAD – PROPOSED NEIGHBOURHOOD PARK
QUESTION: Councillor Karen Warren

"To ask the Manager what is the current position in relation to the proposed neighbourhood park at the back of Ellensborough on Kiltipper Road, what consultation has taken place between the local community and South Dublin County Council in relation to this matter, when is it anticipated that work on this project will begin, the likely time frame involved before the park is open, and if he will make a statement on the matter?"

Reply:

The Council is currently preparing an outline plan for the development of a park at this location.  

It is intended to present the plan to the Area Committee later this year.

T/359/06
PUBLIC OPEN SPACE AT CARRIGMORE GREEN

QUESTION: Councillor Karen Warren

"To ask the Manager to set out his plans for improving the public open space at Carrigmore Green, Citywest, Saggart, and in the context of the original planning application for this housing Estate, and the potential fund that may exist from ongoing developments in the area, to provide for recreational facilities, the timescale involved for the proposed works, and if in that context, a playing pitch and small neighbourhood playground might be acceptable to South Dublin’s County Council’s Parks Department, and if he will make a statement on the matter?"

Reply:

The open space at Carrigmore Green is currently being developed as part of a residential development. 

This open space adjoins other lands reserved for open space purposes which remain undeveloped and are associated with existing housing developments at Verschoyle and Saggart Abbey. 

The County Council will examine various options for the development and utilization of this larger open space area.
T/360/06
PEDESTRIAN OPENING
QUESTION: Councillor Karen Warren

  

“To ask the Manager if a pedestrian opening could be made at (Details supplied) as a means of allowing school going children to access their local school, and if he would recognise that such an opening would provide parents with an opportunity to leave their children at this safe entrance to the school in question, and thereby reduce car movements and ultimately congestion in the general area, and if he will make a statement on the matter.” 

Reply:

The provision of a small opening in the existing boundary wall and railing fronting the open space adjoining Kiltipper Way would facilitate pedestrian access to the National School. 

However before this could be considered the pedestrian and road- safety implications of an entrance at this location would need to be identified in conjunction with the Council’s Roads Department i.e. pedestrian lights, school warden service etc.  

In addition issues with regard to the general security of the open space and potential for anti-social activity would also have to be discussed with local residents in the area. 

T/361/06
NEW WORKS
It was NOTED there was no business under this heading.

T/362/06
CORRESPONDENCE
It was NOTED there was no business under this heading.

T/363/06
CATHAOIRLEACH’S BUSINESS.
It was NOTED there was no business under this heading.
COMMUNITY BUSINESS
T/364/06
QUESTIONS

It was proposed by Councillor E. Maloney, seconded by Councillor K. Warren and RESOLVED:

“That pursuant to Standing Order No. 13, questions 31 - 33  inclusive, be ADOPTED and APPROVED.”

T/365/06
EDUCATION INTEGRATION PROGRAMME IN ST. AIDAN’S COMMUNITY SCHOOL

QUESTION: Councillor Marie Corr

"To ask the Manager to give a progress report and an outline timeframe with respect to implementation of the Education Integration Programme in St. Aidan's Community School in Brookfield?"

Reply:

The Connect Education Project in St Aidan’s Community School, Brookfield, will develop student centred technology through an innovative learning culture in order to improve school attendance, participation in class and educational outcomes for the students. The three goals of the project are:

1. To create an innovative Learning Environment for the Students and Teachers

2. To develop student centred technologies

3. To develop awareness of the project within the Education Sector, creating leverage of and disseminating project achievements  

The partners of the project are 

· St Aidan’s Community School, Brookfield

· Department of Education and Science

· National Centre for Technology in Education (NCTE)

· The Institute of Technology, Tallaght

· South Dublin County Council & South Dublin Libraries

A Meeting of the partners was held on April 5th at which the draft project plan was agreed and is currently being finalized. The Board of Management of the School and the Teaching Staff of St Aidan’s are very excited about this project and eager for it to proceed. 

An Audit of Training Needs for the Teachers is being prepared and will be completed following the Easter break. This will guide the skill level and content for the Teacher Training Programme timetabled for delivery in mid-May. This training will be delivered by the West Dublin Education Centre, with input from the NCTE, the Institute of Technology, South Dublin Libraries and South Dublin County Council. 

Preparations for the project will be ongoing over the summer with project implementation phase beginning in September 2006 with the intake of First Year Students. 

This Project is being driven by the new Connect Project Team within South Dublin County Council. It is planned to recruit an e-Champion as part of this team who will be a dedicated resource to the teachers and students throughout the school year to progress the project goals. 
T/366/06
JOBSTOWN YOUTH FACILITY
QUESTION:   Councillor Marie Corr

“To ask the Manager to give an indication of the projected timeframe with respect to the commencement of construction of the Jobstown Youth Facility”

REPLY:


Planning permission was granted to Jobstown Youth Centre Ltd, in February 2005 to build a Youth Facility on Council owned land at Jobstown Square Tallaght. The estimated cost in February 2005 for the building of this facility was €3.2 million. Funding secured by the committee to-date is €250,000 which leaves a shortfall of €2.95 million. Jobstown Youth Centre Ltd is looking at other sources of funding and when this funding is secured a clearer indication of a projected timeframe for construction will be available.

T/367/06
WEST TALLAGHT SWIMMING POOL

QUESTION: Councillor Marie Corr

  

"To ask the Manager to give an update with respect to the opening of the West Tallaght Swimming Pool - such as is the project on target, has a management company for the facility been engaged and how the community will be accommodated in using the facility?"

Reply:

The construction phase of the Facility is within schedule and is due for completion September 2006. It is anticipated that the opening of the facility for use will be soon after.

The management of the facility has been awarded to South Dublin Leisure Services Ltd who have considerable experience in operating such facilities particularly with Community interests in mind.

It is also proposed that the Company will be holding information sessions locally and with the schools prior to completion of the project.

The members will be kept informed of progress in this regard.
T/368/06
APPLICATION FOR GRANTS
The following report by the Manager which had been circulated was CONSIDERED:

“Applications for grants under the Council’s Community Grants Scheme have been received from the organisations listed below.  Payment of these grants, in accordance with the conditions of the scheme, in the amounts set out hereunder, is recommended for approval.

	Ref:
	Group

	Type of Application


	Date of Application
	Amount



	SCRA 1719

GF 1400
	And And And Foroige Club,

St Dominic’s NS, 

Tallaght
	Need & Feasibility Study for Development of Facilities


	10/03/06
	€2,000

	SCRA 510

GF 1402
	Tallaght Youth Band.

St Mary’s Primary School,

Tallaght Village


	Major Equipment Grant
	27/03/06
	€3,000

	SCRA 1720

GF 1401
	Moby Community Childcare Project,

Tallaght Centre For The Unemployed,

St Dominic’s Hall,

Tallaght
	Single Interest Grant
	09/03/06
	€14,000


A Contribution is being made to the following group:
	Ref:
	Group

	Type of Application


	Date of Application
	Amount



	
	St Thomas Senior School, Jobstown, Tallaght
	Contribution towards Tenth Annual Book Week (29 May – 2 June)
	05/04/06
	€800


Application for Grants (Arts Act 2003)

Application for a grant under the Council’s Arts Grants Scheme has been received from the organisation listed below.  Payment of this grant, in accordance with the conditions of the scheme, in the amount set out hereunder, is recommended for approval.
	Ref:
	Group

	Type of Application


	Date of Application
	Amount

€

	SCRA 1712

AGF 533
	PACT,

16 Belgrave Road,

Rathmines.
	Unveiling of Sculpture in Tymon Park, 16th September 2006
	12/03/03
	€600


It was proposed by Councillor E. Maloney, seconded by Councillor J. Hannon and RESOLVED:
“That this Committee recommends that South Dublin County Council approve payment of the above grants recommended in the foregoing report”

T/369/06
NEW WORKS


It was NOTED there was no business under this heading.

T/370/06
CORRESPONDENCE

It was NOTED there was no business under this heading.

T/371/06
CATHAOIRLEACH’S BUSINESS.

It was NOTED there was no business under this heading.

T/372/06
MOTIONS NOT REACHED
RIVER DODDER

CATHAOIRLEACH’S BUSINESS – COUNCILLOR E. MALONEY

“That this Committee supports the urgent need for a programme of works to upgrade the section of the River Dodder, which flows through Tallaght, which has suffered from pollution and neglect and that a sub-budget be established to ensure that this work is completed”
The Meeting concluded at 5.30 p.m.

Siniú:
______________________

Dáta:
________________

An Cathaoirleach







