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MEETING OF SOUTH DUBLIN COUNTY COUNCIL

Monday, 8th May 2006  
Question No. 10
Question: 
Councillor Fintan McCarthy 
To ask the Manager to contact the Minister for the Environment and Local Government as a matter of urgency requesting an immediate review of Local Electoral boundaries in light of the massive democratic deficit that exists within the county with regard to the number of councillors allocated to each electoral area when population and voter numbers in each area are compared with other areas. Could the report presented to this meeting include a breakdown of the current situation?
Reply:

The Minister for the Environment, Heritage and Local Government has responsibility for the establishment of electoral areas within a County including the carrying out of reviews and the determination of both boundary changes and number of members/seats per electoral area.

Under Part 11 of the Local Government Act, 2001 provision is made for the establishment of a Local Government Commission by the Minister to carry out any of a number of functions including the alteration of Local Electoral Area Boundaries and the number of members/seats assigned to those areas.

A review of the Dublin Electoral areas was last carried out in 1998 by the Dublin Electoral Area Boundary Committee who were specifically appointed by the then Minister for the purpose.  The current electoral areas within the County were established following this review.

The following figures relate to the number of registered voters per electoral area in South Dublin since 2002:
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	Local Electoral Area
	No. of Councillors
	2002/03
	2003/04
	2004/05
	2005/06
	2006/07

	Lucan
	4
	30,171
	31,504
	32,269
	32,960
	33,206

	Clondalkin
	5
	29,660
	30,350
	30,462
	30,902
	30,898

	Tallaght - Central
	5
	29,564
	29,561
	29,258
	29,014
	28,703

	Tallaght - South
	5
	31,604
	33,126
	34,251
	35,483
	36,824

	Terenure / Rathfarnham
	7
	52,412
	53,150
	52,947
	53,036
	52,779

	
	
	173,411
	177,691
	179,187
	181,395
	182,410


