COMHAIRLE CONTAE ÁTHA CLIATH THEAS
SOUTH DUBLIN COUNTY COUNCIL
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Report of South Dublin County Council Housing SPC Meeting held on Thursday 12 May 2022 
(Hybrid Meeting)
In attendance:
D. O’Donovan (Chair), Cllr. W. Carey, Cllr. L. Donaghy, Cllr., Cllr. B. Lawlor, Cllr S Moynihan Cllr. K Mahon, Cllr. J. Tuffy, G. Stockil (PPN) and S. Harty (PPN).
Apologies: 
B. Tyrell Collard (ICTU),
Officials in attendance:
C. Ward (Director of Services), B. Pierce (Senior Executive Officer), N. Hanly (Senior Executive Officer), E. Leech (Senior Executive Officer), M. Murtagh (Administrative Officer), F. Keane (Senior Staff Officer), Margaret Farrell (Clerical Officer)
The meeting was chaired by Cllr. D Donovan and commenced at 5:30pm.

H1 Minutes of the previous meeting
The minutes of the previous meeting held on 10 February 2022 were proposed by Cllr B Lawlor and seconded by Cllr W Carey. 
H2 Dublin Regional Homeless Action Plan
Mary Hayes, Dublin regional Homeless Executive joined the meeting and gave a report on the 
Dublin Regional Homelessness Action Plan 2022-2024. 
Ms Hayes was thanked for her report and there were questions from Cllr Carey, S Harty (PPN). C Ward (Director of Service) responded in relation to facilities in the county including the future establishment of a family hub; status of those in Direct Provision and their exit from the program and an update re ethnicity indicator on social housing application. He also noted that once agreed by the SPC’s in all local authorities, the plan would be brought to the full council meeting in due course for consideration. 
The report was Noted. 
H3 Affordable Housing Regulations
E Leech delivered report on the new Affordable housing regulations and explained the parameters for applicants.
There were questions and contributions from Cllrs Donovan, Carey, Moynihan, and Lawlor.  C Ward responded to the queries on the amounts involved confirming the incomes thresholds for applicants. In relation to the medium used to advertise the scheme, he said consideration would be given to using national media given that readership of the Echo may not be equally dispersed across the county.  Notice (via email) would be given to those who have expressed interest in the past in affordable housing but there is no intention to create another database and store additional data.  Promotional tools would be used instead to inform the public. He confirmed the banks have set processes for the assessments. 
Ms Leech asked for expressions of interest from the committee members for a working group and suggested members contact her in relation to same. 
The report was Noted. 
H4   2022 Energy Efficiency Retrofit Programme & Planned Maintenance Schedule
E Leech delivered report on the 2022 programme including the windows and doors programme. 
There were questions and contributions from Cllrs Donovan, Moynihan, Carey and S Harty PPN.
Ms Leech responded to the questions giving detailed numbers of houses benefiting from the energy retrofit program and said it is a rolling program. There is a program for planned maintenance in Balgaddy and they are piloting a planned ventilation system there also.  She confirmed that those in rent arrears, may still be included in the programme given that the Council would be required to maintain their asset. 
C Ward said there is a dedicated team working on the Energy Retrofit and Planned Maintenance and is working well. 
The report was noted. 
H5 Housing Delivery 
A Housing Delivery Update (Pre Record) by B Pierce, SEO was made available to the committee in advance of the meeting. 
There was a question from Cllr Lawlor and Cllr Donovan in relation to the Inflation Co-operation Framework and Ms Pierce responded that there will be an engagement process but that she is still awaiting full details.  C Ward also responded to confirm they would engage with developers if there was a genuine issue at play. 

H6 Allocation Update

Allocations Update (Pre Record) was made available in advance of the meeting by N Hanly, SEO. 
There were questions and contributions from Cllrs Tuffy, Donovan, Carey and G Stockil (PPN) in relation to the status of Age Friendly/right-sizing developments and the number of smaller units in developments. C Ward responded to confirm that in relation to age-friendly housing, once clients are housed in a one-bedroom unit, it will then in turn make a number of four bed houses available for larger families. 
The report was noted. 
H – 7 Reports for Noting

A) Report from Housing Disability Steering Group Meeting in March 2022 
B) AHB Forum & AHB Engagement with Elected Members 
  C) Traveller Accommodation Programme Review 
The reports were noted. 
H-I 8  - Fire Safety in Multi-Storey Apartment Buildings
The report was delivered by G Stockil (PPN) and was well received. 
It was agreed that C Ward would bring the issues to the Director of Environment in SDCC and that the issue could be a standing item on the agenda going forward.
Any other business
C Ward advised committee members that they could contact him about future agenda items. Cllr Carey suggested Rent Arrears as a future item and C Ward agreed. 

There was no other business and the meeting concluded at 7.00pm. 
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