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Appendix IV Author Details 
 
Lead Author - Karen Dylan Shevlin is an ecologist with over 7 years’ experience working in multiple 

capacities in ecology in Ireland and international research organisations, and holds a MSc degree in 
Biodiversity and Conservation from Trinity College Dublin (2013). Karen has significant skills in leading 

ecological surveys of bats, birds, insects, habitats and mammals and data analysis, mapping and 

compiling reports. Karen is also a specialist in ecological theory and the impacts/effects that altering 
natural dynamics may have on the surrounding environment. This combination of skills and knowledge 

provides the backbone of the assessment process, and ensure that all of the baseline and detailed data 
gathered in the field is interpreted in a manner that is grounded in best scientific knowledge. 

 

Karen has been involved in AA screenings, NISs, and EIARs for a range of projects ranging from smaller 
facilities upgrades projects to major wind turbine sites. 

 
Graduate Ecologist - Callum O’Regan is a graduate ecologist who holds a B.Sc. degree in Zoology 

from University College Cork and obtained a Master’s degree in Conservation Behaviour from Galway-
Mayo Institute of Technology in 2021. Callum has skills in data management and analysis, report writing 

and mapping. Callum has worked on a number of reports including Ecological Impact Assessments 

(EcIAs) on Rathcool Aerodrome, the Liffey Pontoon project, and an IDA development in Reheen. 
 

Supervisor - Andrew Torsney is a Principal Ecologist with 9 years’ experience working on major 
national and local scale projects. Andrew graduated from University College Dublin in 2011 with a B.Sc. 

degree in Zoology and obtained Master’s degree in Biodiversity and Conservation from the University 

of Leeds in 2012. He has a range of ecological skills which include habitat mapping, ecological surveying, 
data interpretation and report writing. Andrew is a vegetative plant specialist, who has a wealth of 

experience classifying riparian habitats and identifying rare floral species. Andrew has a vast knowledge 
of riparian and freshwater ecosystems and undertakes freshwater surveys regularly. Andrew holds 4 

national protected species licenses and has a lot of experience optioning surveying licenses for aquatic 
species such as the white clawed crayfish. He is also a Bat specialist with a wealth of experience, in 

acoustic surveying and monitoring of bats. Throughout Andrews’s career he has worked on a number 

of large-scale multifaceted projects such as the Killaloe to Dublin water supply project NIS. For this 
work, Andrew designed and oversaw all ecological field work relating to the Environmental Impact 

Assessment (EIA) and AA. 
 

Andrew has been the principal ecologist for a range of projects including the AA of the National Wind 

Energy Guidelines, a number of AAs for County Councils and a range of large-scale infrastructure 
projects. 

 


